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Hearing date: 6 August 2025
Question taken on notice
Directed to: Bernie O’Sullivan, Chief Executive Officer, Macedon Ranges Shire Council
Received date: [Office use]

1. p.5 – RICHARD WELCH

Question: Richard WELCH: Are you able to quantify what road strike costs the council, directly or indirectly? You can take it on notice if you would like.

Response: With one of the highest rates of wildlife-vehicle collisions in Victoria, Macedon Ranges Shire Council acknowledges the significant environmental, safety, and financial impacts of wildlife road strikes.

Direct costs to Council include:
· Animal collection expenses, including vehicle operation (e.g. truck with lifter), staff wages, standby and removal allowances. Out-of-hours callouts typically require a minimum three-hour response involving two staff members, paid at a minimum of time-and-a-half.
· Fleet-related costs, such as vehicle repairs and insurance claims resulting from wildlife collisions.
· Infrastructure costs, including the installation and maintenance of wildlife warning signage (e.g. kangaroo signs).

Indirect costs to Council include:
· Staff time spent on animal collection and associated logistics.
· Customer service and inter-agency coordination, including responding to community reports and liaising with Wildlife Victoria. This involves multiple teams across Council, including Environment, Engineering, Operations, and Geographic Information Systems.
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