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the Colonies . the accompanying Addresses for
presentation to His Majesty the King and to Her
_Majesty Alexandra, the Queen Mother.”

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. MURRAY moved—

That the foregoing Addresses be forwarded to

the Legislative Council, with a message desiring’

~ their concurrence therein.
The motion was agreed to.

IMPORTED GOODS ¥OR STATE
DEPARTMENTS.

Mr, WATT, pursuant to an Order of the
House (dated Qctober 17, 1905), presented a
return giving a list of articles and materials
not made in the Commonwealth obtained
from contractors, for the service of the
Lands Department, during the financial yea
1908-9. '

COUNTRY STATE SCHOOLS.

Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) in com-
pliance with an Order of the House (dated
December 9, 1909), presented a return with
reference to sixth and seventh class country
schools. '

FENCES ACT AMENDMENT . BILL.

Mr. MURRAY.—According to the usual
practice of Parliament, and to protect the
privileges of this House, I beg to rove for
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the
Fences Act.

The motion was agreed to.

‘The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.

COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY AND
WAYS AND MEANS.

Mr. WATT.—I move—

That the Standing Orders be suspended to allow
the Committees of Supply and Ways and Means to
be appointed forthwith,

Mr. PRENDERGAST.—I will not object
to this motion today, but I would point
out that the necessity for the suspension of
the Standing Orders is due to Parliament
being convened a week later than it should
have been. Parliament should have been
opened a week earlier to allow the necessary
time to elapse before the money was required
to pay public servants.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. WATT.—I move—

. That this House will, this day, resolve itself into
a Committee of Supply to consider the Supply to
be granted to His Majesty. '

The motion was agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

‘word of regret at the Jloss
. Assembly has sustained by the death of Mr,
Albert Harris, the member for Walhalla.
He was, of course, a very old member of this.

Au’a’ress-in-ﬁqﬂy.

i

Mr. WATT.—I move—

That this House will this day resolve itself into a.
Committee to consider the Ways and Means for
raising the Supply to be granted to His Majesty.

The motion was agreed to. -

ESTIMATES.

Mr. WATT presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor transmitting
an estimate of expenditure for the months of
July and August, 1910, and recommend-
ing an appropriation from the Cousolidated
Revenue accordingly.

THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADD_RESS-IN-REPLY. ,
The SPEAKER.—I have to report that the-

members of this House this day attended the
- Legislative Council Chamber, when His Excel-
lency the Governor was pleased to make a

speech to both Houses of Parliament, of
which, for greater accuracy, I have obtained
a copy. As the speech is printed, and copies.
are in the hands of honorable members, it
will not be necessary for me to read it.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I move—
That the following Addreéss-in-Reply to the

speech of His Excellency the Governor to both. -
Houses of Parliament be agreed to by this.

House :— )
MAY 1T PLEASE YoUurR EXCELLENCY—

We, the Legiélative Assembly of Victoria- i

Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty
to Our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank
Your Excellency for the gracious speech which you

~have been pleased to address to Parliament. -
In doing so T should like, in the first place, to-

express my pleasure at and appreciation of

the eloquent and - graceful terms of the
addresses of loyalty which have just been
adopted. They convey the feelings of this.

House and State respecting His - Majesty-

King George V., and embody a tribute to the-

memory of our late beloved Sovereign, and
condolence with
the sad death of
It -is also fitting,
members will agree, for

King Edward VII.

me to say a

House, and I had not the pleasure of knowing
him for long, but during’ the few weeks last

the Mother Queen on:
I think " honorable:

which this.

session that I came into close "personal'
contact with him I very soon learned to-

appreciate his kindly nature, and the human
sympathy

which actuated his life. " No-

doubt other honorable members who knew:
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‘him longer will express themselves more
freely and at greater length concerning the
sad event, but I think it would be wrong for
‘me to omit &all reference to the loss
which we have sustained. In dealing with
His Excellency’s opening speech I wounld like
to say at the outset that it did not stiike me
.as indicating, and carrying with it the feeling
which, I think, honorable members have of the
vast importance to this State of the session
upon which we are about to enter. It seems
to me that the session will be fraught with
consequences of most serious import to
our State in many respects. I should have
liked to have seen in the Governor’s speech
some indication on the part of the Govern-
ment of a determination to appreciate the.
vital questions which we have to -decide at
this important stage of our parliamentary
life. These important questions involve the
relationship of the State and the Federal
Parliaments in connexion with matters of
finance and industrial = legislation which
are very far reaching. I would have liked
to have seen the Government indicate in
the opening speech some determination on
their part to uphold what seems to me the
intention, not only in respect of Victoria but
of the other States, in the framing of the
‘Federal Constitution, which allotted to the
Federal and State Governments their duties-—
not rights, but duties—which they accepted
for the respective Legislatures to carry out
in connexion with the government and
development of this great continent. The
ailotment of those duties was wisely and
carefully considered at many conferemces,
and those framing the Constitution did not
consider the question of rights or privileges
~at all; they considered what would be
best in the interests of the people of Australia.
I do trust-that our State Government will
‘make up their minds to take a statesmanlike
grasp of the great questions which have to

_that Constitution, seeing that no change takes
place as far as it is possible to resist it in
connexion with the allotment of the duties
which the State Parliament has to perform..
Mr. Warpe.—How can the State Govern-
ment prevent a change of the Constitution if
the people desire it? -
- Mr. SNOWBALL —I quite app1ec1ate
that, but I want to show that we deserve to
be deprived of the duties allotted us unless
we perform them. It would be absard for
this House to claim that there
question of rights involved in this matter.
It is a question of duty to the people of
Victoria ; and I think with regard to the

[6 Jory, 1910;]

be decided, and show a resolution to uphold

is any

question of industrial legislation, ‘which T

consider of paramount iraportance, that we=
ought to have a clear view of the course we
are to take in the future, and to make up our .
minds that we will deal with the question in. .

a way that will satisfy the people that the

State Parliaments are to be trusted with the -

carrying-out of this important domestic-
legislation. _l
Mr. Hannaa.—Will the seconder say

“ ditto ” to that?
Mr.
later on.

who say that such legislation must be dealt.

with, because we know that there can be no
progress, happiness, or prosperity unless the - -
masses of the people are considered in .
connexion with the great industrial life on .
I feel that, and -
caudidly admit it, and I am prepared to -
insist upon loglslatlon of that kind to the
At the same time, I .-

which we wmust depend.

utmost of my power.
think it would be absolutely impossible for a.
central administration, such as the IFederal
Government, to take into consideration the
various conditions that aflect industrial life-

all over this continent, with its widely scat- .

tered population, and for it to administer in
an efficient way legislation and regulations
which must be framed, and which must vary
in different places, according to the conditions
which exist. I think that would be the
opinion of those who framed the Constitution
years ago, but it must also be admitted that,
unless Victoria and the other States deal with

the subject in an efficient way, they must, : -

and deserve to,
powers.

Sir ArexanpeEr Peacock.—That is how
they are going to deal with the land tax.

Mr.
which the States duties question arises is the
landtax. We must really face the position,and
I hope it will be faced boldly and strongly.
I regret that there is not in the Governor’s:

lose the exercise of suclw

speech in a more permanent form an indicatioh .

of the intention of the Government at the
earliest moment to bring in a Land Tax Bill.
I think that'we must face the necessity of
dealing with this land taxation. I have
always felt that. I congratulate the (zovern-
ment on having benefited by the discussion
that took place last session, and for modi-

fying the land taxation that is to be brought

before the House this session. There are no
two opinions on this (the Government) side
of the House that the question of land taxa-

tion is in an unsatisfactory state at present,
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SNOWBALL.—We will hear that.”
With regard to industrial legisla- -
tion, I quite sympathize with those honorable

members on the Opposition side of the House

SNOWBALL.—Another matter in -




extend fairly to all the lands.
- there should be an exemption, but £500 is
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1 am of opinion that land should bear a
fairer and more equitable share of the burden
of taxation for the development of the re-
sources of the State. I trust the Bill to be
brought in by the Government will appear
speedily,and that the Government will not, as
indicated in some of the speeches of the
‘Ministry, wait to. see what the Federal
Government does. I hope the Government
will bring their Bill down very soon to
impose fair taxation on the lands of Vie-
toria; that there will not be in that Bill any
aggregation in conmexion with ‘country or
«city lands, that there will be a fair exemption
in respect to mortgage. obligations on real
estate,and that the rate will be one that will
1 believe

too wide. In addition to that, the great
principle that we have been fighting for on
‘this (the Government) sidé of -the House
should be recognisedy-nainely, that there
should be provision in -respect to mortgage'
debts on real estate. Cases have been men-
tioned in the House where a land tax disre-
garding mortgage obligations would prove
yuinous to many land-owners. "I do not
think it is the wish of honorable members on
either side of the House to see that brought
about. In addition to that the tax should
provide for some system of graduation, and
as a suggestion I would say it should be %d.
in the £1 up to. £1145000, and 1d. ubove
that. There should be no talk of the burst-
ing-up process which has proved absolutely
useless in other countries, : .

Mr. Epuspie.—What abgut a Valuation
Bill first 7 . . '

Vir. SNOWBALL.—The time has now
come when we should not wait for a valua-
tion. Had the Government acted wisely
Tast session a Valuation Bill would have been
passed, and we would now be in a position to
know more accirately what a land tax would
return. As we ave faced with the necessity
of providing for additional revenue a land

“+4ax is now a reasonable request, but let the

tax be imposed for twelve months only, and
the House will give.fair consideration to
what should be dome. I have every eon-
fidence in the Federal Government now in
power.

Mr. WarpeE.—You helped to put them

- there.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—The Federal and the
State Governments are appointed by the same
electors. If we stand back, as is proposed,

the Federal.Government will come in with
-their land taxation and say that we neglected
this legitimate source of revenue.

Then the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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opprobrium of coming in afterwards and
imposing taxation on lands already taxed by

‘the Federal Government will be cast on the

State Government. I have always held the
same opinions in regard. to land taxation.

Mr. Warpe. — They were not- very
definite.

Mr. SNOWBALL. —I was returned
against land taxation in the form then pro-
posed by the Government, but I have always
expressed myself in favour of an amendment
of the existing land tax of Victoria. The
first item touched upon. in the Governor’s
speech deals with the question of closer
settlement, and our irrigation policy in the
future. I fear there is a danger of our going
to excess in connexion with the expenditure
to develop our irrigation lands. When irri-
gation was first proposed many years ago, it
was felt on all hands that our farmers
required an object-lesson in' connexion with
the application of water to our arid lands,
and we granted a considerable tract of land to
Messrs. Chaffey Brothers,at Mildura,so that
they might, with the experience they had
had on irrigation settlements, bring out
settlers who would be prepared to take up
this land, and show the people of Victoria
what could be done by the wise application
of water. That land was handed over at a
very low price, for it was then regarded as
almost valueless.. I fear that we have in-
curred loss by ignoring the lessons that
Chaffey Brothers taught us.. They went
to great expense in advertising their
settlement, in bringing settlers out, and in
belping them with money and agricultural
impléments. The idea was that Victoria
would follow in their footsteps, but that has
not been done. We have rushed into large
irrigation schemes, involving a great ex-
penditure of money, and we have not the
people to put on the settlements. :
 Mr. LivinesToN.—Don’t make a. mistake
about that. o '

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I think it is con-
ceded on both sides of the House that we
have not the people. A mission has gone
home to try to bring out people to settle on

‘these lands, for our farmers do not take

kindly to-rrigation, and it is admitted that
we must go to a great deal of trouble to en-

_courage settlers to take up the land. I regret

that Mr. McKenzie, the Minister of Lands,
was sent home. If Mr. Mead went home and
brought out settlers-to take up one or two of
the irrigation settlements it would have been
better. I am afraid that we shall have to
bear a very heavy burden in.connexion with
the large numbers of settlers who are to be

~
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prought out. They will be a burden on the

gtate for a long time unless we act very
wisely. Immigration is easy enough to talk
about,but it is a very difficult problem to
deal wisely ‘with. It is no new thing in
Victoria to attract immigrants, and we know

* the trouble we have had in the past in trying

to get a suitable class to come here. We do

pot want the waifs and strays of Europe, but

5 robust class with capital prepared to come
and settle on our lands. We do not want a
class that will increase our present trouble in
connexion with finding employment for men
who are absolutely unemployable. I hope
that caution will be observed by the Govern-
ment in the matter, and that they will see
that Mr. McKenzie and Mr. Mead do not

"gommit us to anything that we may regret.

There is another matter touched upon,
though quite incidentally, in the Governor’s
speech, that appears to me to be of great
importance, and that is the proposal to place
on our statute-book an amendment of our
electoral law. I trust the Government, in
bringing down that Bill, will include a pro-
vision dealing with preferential voting, that

they will see that we shall have no more-

members in this House representing minori-

ties, and that they will stand by .the

measure and not allow it to be thrown
out. The Government brought in a Bill
last session, and indicated that they believed
in preferential voting, but they had not
the courage to stand by it.

Mr. Warr.—They did stand by it, but

~ the House threw it out.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—The Government
should have gone out rather than drop it.
There are two kinds of tenacity—tenacity of
principle and purpose and tenacity of office,
and I prefer the former. I hope, teo, that
in-the Electoral Reform Bill we shall be able
to secure a unifora system in connexion with

- the enrolment of the electors, and I trust

another place will now abandon its hostile

attitude in this matter. In connexion with

electoral reform there is a miatter of
serious importance demanding consideration,
and that has become necessary by

- reason of the exteusion of the franchise to

women. We have a great disparity in the
number of electors on the rolls. There
should be a more equitable distribution of
seats throughout Victoria in view of the
great change, and I hope provision will be
made for it in the new Bill. We are also
promised an amendment of the factories
law, and I am pleased at-that. I trust that
the law will be made more generally applic-
able throughout Victoria, and let the

(6 Jury, 1910]
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people realize that the State Parliament
believes in factories legislation and is goiag -
to make it effective, so that there shall be no
necessity for the Federal Government to
come in and deal with the matter. We
must desire that, not to protect State
rights, but in the interests of the masses,

“and to carry out the intentions of those who

framed our Constitution, and who realized

that this kind of legislation can be

best dealt with by the States. It

cannot be said that our factories legis-

lation is of a satisfactory character.

I am connected with™ a hospital in Mel-

bourne, and the -other day the committee

which deals with applications for admission

had before it the case of an unfortunate

man of forty-five years of age who had been

employed by a large establishment in the

city for twenty-five years, and who had to

keep a wife and four children on 35s. a

week.” T think every man in the community

must realize the necessity of dealing with

wrongs of that kind, and the only way we

can deal with them is by extending our

factories legislation and our Wages Boards,

but I trust at the same time wisdom will .
guide us in these mutters, and that we will

see that the Wages Boards’ decisions,

dealings, and regulations are of 'a more

elastic character. We cannot, in a hard and

fast way, administer legislation of this kind

without driving into the ranks of the unem-

ployed thousands who are at present carning

their livelihood in certain occupations, and

who are unfit for any other occupations. I

trust that the members of the Labour party,
who are so anxious for the welfare of the
industrial classes, will recognise that unless

the Wages Board system is to prove a failure,
it will have to be administered with greater
consideration for the weak worker and the
old worker in our midst. . We donot want to

drive them to the streets to swell the ranks

of the unemployed.

Mr. Warpe.—How do you propose to get
factories legislation through another place ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—T think that wisdom
will prevail in another place. There is such .
‘a thing as the ballot-box, and the spirit of
the State at the present time is in favour of
applying this system of industrial legislation
generally to help the workers as far as it can
reasonably be applied.

Mr. WarDE.—Don’t you think it is much
casier to get it through the Federal Con--
stitution than through our property House ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I do not think the
Federal Parliament could apply this legisla-
tion s well as it can be applied by the State.
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Mr. Warpe.—Better.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—It cannot be done.
I pity our industrial classes and our
manufacturers also. I pity themall. You
could not apply factories legislation through-
out Australia through paid officials in Mel-
bourne. There would be so much red-tapism

involved in dealing with the various condi-’

tions of life and trade that the whole system
would break down.  What we must do is to

_discharge this duty which has been imposed

on us by the Constitution. The manufac-
surers, the trades-people, and the employers of
labour have been unduly afraid of factories
legislation, but I think they are getting used
to it. There was tremendous fear on the

part of the drapers and softgoods people on-

account of the extension of the Wages Boards
to- their employés, but that fear has passed.
The Boards have come into operation, they
have done no one any harm, and every one is
pleased with them. I hope this. session we

will pass legislation to bring under Wages

Boards tramway men, clerks, and accountants.

. T hope some protection will be given to the

thousands of men employed as clerks and ac-
countants in the city.  Banks and other in-

stitutions are paying these men wages which

are disgraceful and which are a tempta-
tion to dishonesty. The thing can be done,
but at the same time it will require
the greatest caution and wisdom. With
vegard to closer settlement, I may say that I
do think too little attention has been paid in
the past to the interests of the producers.
We induce people to take up land, they

~plant their orchards and produce their crops,

and very little attention is given to roads
and railways to enable them to get their
produce to market. When it gets into the
city, very little consideration is given to the
producers by the Department of Agricul-
ture in regard to regulations enabling them

“to ship their produce to-other ports. I trust

something will be done without delay to
vemedy this state of affairs, because the pro-
dueing  interests have  been pracuically
brought to stagnation by the multitude of
regulations framed by the Federal Govern-
ment in the first place, and the State
Government in the second place, which
harass the exporters of produce to such an
extent as to make them think 'of stopping
business altogether. Many of- them .would
stop doing business, only that they have
large amounts of money involved. -It ap-
pears to me that the Commerce Act gives
to the Federal Government the control

- of over-sea and Inter-State commerce,  and
no better. step could be taken than for

[ASSEMBLY.]
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our Department of Agriculture to hand
over to the Federal Government those mat-
ters connected with the giving of certificates
in connexion with crops to enable the expor-
tation of those crops to other States. We
have had instances of Victorian officers giving
clean certificates in regard to potatoes and of
those potatoes being refused admittance by
the State officer in Sydney. They bave to
be shipped back to Melbourne, and by the

‘time they get here they are rotten, and the man

who has worked six months to produce them
loses the value of his labour. These are matters
that should receive immediate consideration
at the hands of the House, and I hope they
will be dealt ,with by honorable mrembers
with some grasp of the necessity of the case,
and with a desire to encourage people to
settle on the land. With regard to the
bringing of fruit to market by rail, I would
point out that the charges are such that tons

of fruit are left rotting on ‘the ground .in

Gippsland orchards because it does not pay
to send thiem to Melbourne. The leader of
the Opposition last session urged that some
steps should be taken with regard to regu-
lating in the city the distribution of fish and
fruit. I regret very much that nothing has
been doné in connexion with that matter, and
1 trust that it will be attended te before the
end of thesession. T'here is one other matter
I would like to m.ention in connexion with
the Department of Agriculture. ~ Wherever
you go thronghout Victoria the earnest desire
is expressed by the farmers that-we shall not
lose the services of Dr. Cherry. '
Several HoNnorABLE MEMBERS.—Oh !
Mr. SNOWBALL.—There is too little

recognition of the value of the services of the
experts who from time to time have rendered
valuable services in connexion with the pro-
ducing interests of our State. ~There is too
much wire-pulling and intriguing in con-

nexion with these positions. I hope that
from time to time the best men will be con-

sidered apart altogether from influence and.
friendship. I regret very much the attitude

- of the Labour party in connexion with immi-

gration. It is certain that we must have
more people in Victoria. :

Mr. Haxnam.—What is the attitude of
the Labour party ? :

Mr. SNOWBALL.—It is generally .op-
posed to the principle of immigration.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-—No. A
- Mr. SNOWBALL.—Excuse me, it is.

Mr. McGrita.—You will know before
the debate is over what the attitide of the

.Labour party.is.
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"Mr. SNOWBALL.—Not only in the

 Gtate Parliament, but in the Federal

Parliament also, we have a clear indica-
tion of the feeling of the Labour party
on’ this matter. It was hoped, when

the Commonwealth Constitution was framed,

that the Commonwealth Government would

"~ take i  hand the matter of peop-
ling our vast plains .and empty spaces

with population from Iurope. We are
doomed to be disappeinted so far as the
Commonwealth Government is concerned.
The Governor-General's speech -indicated
that all the Federal Parliament is going to
do is to attract population by reform of our
land laws.

Mr. TourcHER.—By the note issue.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—The honorable mem-
ber for Stawell says the Commonwealth
Government is going to attract people by
the note issue. He may have something to
say on that matter. He is the financier of
I have every sympathy with
honorable members on the other (the Oppo-
sition) side of the House. I have seen the
leader of the Opposition standing near the

- Treasury in the midst of a group of unem-

ployed, looking with commendable compas-
sion and pity on the men who cannot find
relief.  Honorable members opposite are
mistaken in their remedy for that- evil.
We all sympathize with these men. They
are the product of the neglect of the
development of the splendid resources of
our country. If there were generous en-
couragement given to mining development,
and to- development in other directions,
there would be employment for every
man in the land. ‘These men who
are unemployable are really the product of
our defective education system. 1 trustthat
in the Education Bill to be brought forward
this will be remedied, and that every child
leaving the hands of the State will be able to
take his place in some industrial occupation.
The Education Bill that we are promised is
an important measure, and I am glad that
the Government has benefited by the criti-
cisms in the press of its proposals, and that
the octopus measure that was proposed
has been cut down to reasonable limits. = We

‘are but a handful of people in this ]and, aud
the requirements of our primary education
and technical education are such as will

absorb all the means within our power for
many years to come. The Minister of
Public Instruction will agree that almost
every school in the State isin a wretched
state of neglect.  There is hardly a district
in Victoria in which there is proper school

~ [6 Juwy, 1910.]
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accommodation. The children are crowded
into the buildings, and it -will take a long
time to bring our State schoois up to require-
ments,

Mr. Kgast.—The (xovemment have done
well in that direction.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—They are doiug
wonders.

Mr. Keast.—What is the good of al\xaw

complaining ¢
Mr. SNOWBALL.—I am not complammrr

.1 was about to observe that we cannot oxv

too much praise for the splendid enthusiasm -
the Minister of Public  Instruction
and Mr. Tate have thrown into their
work.  The Xducation Department for
years was an  absolutely  neglected,
Department, but during the régime of
the late Government and that of the present
Government the requirements of that Depart-
ment have been, and are being, splendidly
looked after. At the same time, I think we
should ‘be cautious in connexion with this
matter. I trust that the Education Bill will
provide for a large development of ouar techni-
cal schools, so that the children will betrained
in some handicraft that will epable them
to go out into the world and earn their
livelihood. ‘

Mr. CarrisLeE.—What about primary
schools ? '

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Primary schools and
technical schools are all, in my opnuon, that
the State should undertake. )

Mr. CarrisLe.—What about agricul-
ture? _ o

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Agricultural educa-
tion belongs to the technical schools.

Mr. WarpE.—Should not the State un-
dertake the control of secondary schools ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Other States have
dealt with this matter, and I do hope that

-institutions like the Working Men’s Col-

lege in Melbourne, the Technical College for

the Eastern Suburbs, which has been estab-

lished with the assistance of the honorable
member for Hawthorn, and the splendid-
technical schools which the London County
Council has erected, wil]l be very speedily
established right throughout Victoria.  The
London County Council is a radical demo-
cratic institution, which has taken charge of
this work in a way that is an object lesson to
the world ™ The council guarantees to fit
every child that leaves its hands for industrial
life, and not ouly that, but to find employ-
ment. ,

Mr. Warpe.—Then why are they brought
here to work for 6s. a week for the dairy
farmers of Vigtoria ? )
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Mr. SNOWBALL.—The London County
Council has 750,000 children in its various
schools upon which it spends a million and a
half of { money, of which half-a-million is
devoted to technical schools. As I say, not
only have they given this education, but they
have solved the problem of employment after
education. _

Mr. WarDpE.—If that is so, why are those
boys being sent out to Victoria ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—That is a silly ques-
tion,

Mr. HanNaH.—Yes, it is a bit awkward.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—There are other than
State schools in our midst., These other
primary schools should be considered, byt as
one who, for many years, has been a member

of a Board of Advice, I know that there is

a serious anomaly at the present time in con-
nexion with those schools. Our Education
Act provides that children shall not be re-
quired to attend a State school if they are

_being educated up - to the standard required

in State schools. But we have no means of
checking the stand ard of education which is
given in these primary schools—none what-
ever—and I do trust that a system of inspec-
tion of all primary schools by the Education
Department will be insisted on. Some have
said that such a system cannot be permitted
without State aid to these schools. That is
by no means the case, because in New Zea-
land.they have a system of inspection without
assistance or grants, and ‘in Western Aus-
tralia also this difficulty has been dealt with.
It is an undoubted anomaly which I ‘think
honorable members will a,ppreclate and one
that should be dealt with in the Bill which
is to be brought before us. There is another
matter that has been agitated a good deal
beiore the publie lately, and that i is the desire
of private primary schools to participate in

the Government scholarships that are given-

from year to year to encourage children of

superior-talent and help them on in the world.

But I do trust that nothing of that kind will
be allowed. I notice that the Methodists,
Presbyterians, and others are anxious to have

a certain number of scholarships allotted to

them, but if such a thing is allowed it will be
the thin end of the wedge which will destroy
These out-

racter. The Presbyterians represent about
16 per cent. of our population, the Methcdists
15 per cent.; Roman Catholics about 22 per
cent., and Church of Ergland about 36 per
cent. These four denominations together
represent about 90 per cent. of the children

- of this State, and honorable members will see
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the extent to which we will break down our
State system of education if we permit these
denominations to bring back again the bad:
denominational system which we used to have
in Victoria. All the money we can find for
a long time to come will be required by our
own State schools, and I do trust that no step.
of that kind will be permitted. - I regret to.
say that the Church of England aud other
denominations are building up denominational
schools in our midst; because I think it is a
bad principle. The American people, when
they started on the educational problem,
brought in.a regulation that all children
should be educate:a together, in the primary
schonls without regald to creed or denomi-
nation. If we do the same we shall tend to
become a great united - people, working
together for the development of this land.

“Mr. Tourcrer.—Did they have religious
teaching in the schools ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Yes, they have the
Bible in those schools. I would also-like to
mention to the House that in the schools
under the control of the London County
Council no religious instruction is allowed,
but .they have Bible readings in those schools.
They specially declare that “secular” shall
not exclude the reading of the Bible, and
in all their schools Bible reading without any
sectarian or denominational tedohmg is per-
mitted and enforced. No difficulty what-
ever has arisen in carrying out that system.
I trust that in the measure which the
Government intend to introduce provision
will be made for dealing with this matter,
which is a burning guestion in Victoria, and
for disposing of it once for all.

Mr. Haxvau.—It has been burning for a
long time. I wonder when the fire will be
put out ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—If the honorable
member poured his volubility upon it, it
would quench any fire. I notice that not
very long ago a deputation waited upon the
Minister of Public Instruction in connexion
with this matter, and proposed that instead
of the old claim for the adoption of the Royal
Commission’s recommendations on this ques-
tion, we should have introduced into Victoria
the New South Wales system with regard to
the use of the Bible as part of the ordinary
carriculum in the schools. The Minister said
that that wasa compromise on'the claimsthat
had been made previously, and I do hope

‘that after the mature consideration which he

must have given it, he will make up his mind
to adopt that half-way course. That will be
far better than tohave a referendum ‘on the
subject. Honorable membersno doubtnoticed
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that in Queensland, where. thlS questlon
was submitted to the people on the day of
the last Federal election, when such a splen-
did majority of liberal votes was cast in favouar

of the party represented by my friends on .

the Opposition bench, the democracy, the
men ‘and Wwomen who then voted for labour,
voted also for the introduction of the Bible
into the State schools.of Queensland.

Mr. GLass.—Do you remember the figures

in South Australia ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—1 hope in all serious-
ness that this matter will be dealt with, and
in a way which the people of this country
desire, by the introduction once for all into
the lives of the children of this land of
influences which will tend to develop their
moral character.

Mr. PrENDERGAST.—It will be a very
awkward question for the Government.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I do mnot know
whether what I say will meet with the views

" of many people, but in my opinion our State

schools are not the place for clergymen at
all. I think that God’s Word should be
allowed to work what it is capable of, and it is

.capable of everything. It is a layman’s

question, and not one for a clergyman at all.
1 have been asked whether I would allow
the Bible to be put into the hands of a

_teacher who is an atheist or an infidel. My

answer has been that I certainly would do so.

Mr. TouvrcaEr.—And into the hands of
the child itself?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Yes. If that is
done it will give to the child that moral
character and stamina which have made
the British nation what it is to-day. Cer-

- tainly I would place the Bible in the hands

of the atheist or infidel. 1t is the only
influence which will bring him to his knees,
and the only influence which will bring about
what we desire in our national life. . It was
urged in Queensland, notwithstanding the
splendld majority which was. given in favour
of Bible reading, that ‘the will of the
people should nob be given effect to, but the

Premier there has put that aside with the

seorn it deserved, and is framing a Bill to
introduce into the schools of Queensland . a
religious influence of that kind, undenomina-
tiona] and unsectarian. I trust that we in

- Victoria, will bring this matter to a conclusion

nd come into hne with the State educational

Systems of Western Australia, Qneensland

New South Wales, and Iasmann in all of
Which States there is working splendld]y,
and without trouble or friction of any kind, a

System of the kind T hope to see introduced
into this State

[6 JoLy, 1910.)
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Mr. McGraTa.—It has nob bcen mtzo-
duced yet in Queensland.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I have already ex-
plained that a measure was passed in Queens-
land providing for a referendum of the people-.
on this question. That referendum has been
taken, and has resulted in a splendid
majority in favour of the propesal, and the

. Government is now bringing down a Bill to.

give effect to it. I believe that that Bill
will be carried, and I say without hesitation
that the people are in earnest about this
matter. During my election I made this a.
test question at every meeting. I made no
secret about it at all, and nonorflble members.
know how the people spoke then.

Mr. CorTer.—I made it a test question at.
Richmond, and how did they speak of it’
there ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I do not know; I
was not there. This is not a trifling matter.
It is one that affects the very life of this
community in the future. It affects our in-
It is a bread-and-butter ques-
tion, and it affects our homes. I hope
honorable membeis will not make a joke of
it.  During the last few weeks we have seen
an exhibition in Vietoria which, I am sure,
brought shame to the cheek of every -
citizen, in connexion with the circumstances
which led to the prosecution in the Harper
and Brockett and Kemp cases.

Mr. WaRDpE.—It was not the want of reli- .
gious instruction in their case. '

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Do not let us bring |
party considerations into a question of this
kind. It is net a party ques¢ion. In con---
nexion with that case my feelings were shame
and grief that such a thing could occur—
that practically for the asking a man could
go round in our streets and get any number
of witnesses, without pay or 1eward to swear
anything. '

Mr. ToUurcHER. ——Pmmlses were made.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—There was no fee or’
reward. :
Mr. Hanwam.—What about the drink ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—There was, no doubt,.
some drinking. It is a very serious matter
for our State that such a thing sbould be
possible.  However one may look upow
questions of truth and honour in connexion
with the ordinary relationships of life, the
sacredness of an oath has come to be an ideal
among British people. That is the great
safeguard of life and property, and of what
is dearer than life itself to most men, and
that is character. We- all look to the sacred-
ness of the oath in our legal tribunals as
the wultimate safeguard by which we are
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surrounded. We find that in Victoria it is
possible to sweep that safeguard away which
should surround us all. That indicates a
rottenness in connexion with our moral
atmosphere and life and character, and I
‘have no doubt that every man in this State
feels that it was a disgrace that such a thing

should be possible in. Victeria. It indicates

the necessity for dealing with the question.
The Chief Justice, referring to the dreadful

state of morality of our public, begged the

public men of this land to deal with the
question in the only way in which it could

be dealt with, and that is by strengthening’

the moral character of the people.

Mr. Warpe.—Is your inference that if .

Robert Harper had received religious instruc-
tion he would not have found money for
this purpose !

Mr. SNOWBALL.—The question is
worthy of the honorable member. He is
trying to drag a red herring across the
trail. : '

An HonokasLE MeMBER.—What aboub
the slander on Ronald ? : S

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I have nothing to
do with individuals. I am dealing with
principles. I hope honorable members will
put out of their minds the unfortunate men
who were affected by this dreadful incident,
whether Ronald, Harper, or anybody else.

" *That is beside the question. What happened

might happen with any honorable member
of this House to-morrow. _

Mr. WaRrDE.—Is it not the honorable mem- -

ber's argument that if these people had had
religious instruction this would not have
happened ¢ :

Mr. SNOWBALL.—If all our.citizens
had a regard for truth and honour it would
have been impossible to go among the work-
ing class and pick up men who were ready
to perjure themselves.

Mr. PRENDERGAST —What class? Not -

the working class. The derelicts of your
side. . : ‘

Mr SNOWBALL.—The working class
is as good as any other, and is as honorable
as any class. . '

Mr. Hanvamn.—Harper does not belong
to the working class.

Mr. SNOW BALL.—Well, does the hou-
orable member ? : )

Mr. Hanvau.—Yes.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I say it does not
matter whatclass they belong to. It shows
that it was possible to find as many men as
one liked in the streets who had no regard for,
no due appreciation of, the truth, which is
the foundation of our national life, and one

[ASSEMBLY.]
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of the influences which religious instruction
got from the Bible has on human character.

Mr. PRENDERGAST.— You have to prove
that these men had not religious instruction.

Mr. McGraTH.— Were they not all bright
scholars out of Sunday school . A

Mr. Watt.—We have to get this speech
finished to-night. ' L

Mr. SNOWBALL.—This is not the time
to discuss this question at any length.
 Mr. Hanyaz.—This is disconcerting for
the Government.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I think that if
the Government do not settle this
matter, the House will. 1 believe honor-
able members are prepared to look this
question boldly in the face and to deal with
it ; and I hope that it will be dealt with
without passion or prejudice, or party feeling.
The State schools, with their great ideal of
life, ave the most precious asset we have,
and I trust that they will not be interfered
with, and that we will not allow any private
schools to interfere with them. Thereis a
department of education which has been in
the past seriously neglected. We are a
maritime people practically in Victoria, and
it is pitiable how little has been done in the
past for educating children with a disposition
that way for the sea. HEighty-two per cent.
of our seamen on the coast and in the Inter-
State trade are foreigners.

Mr. Erwsuie.—Wait until the John
Murray gets in full bloom. ‘

"Mr. SNOWBALL.—I have to congratu-
late the Government so far on the stccess of
the John Murray venture. .Provision is
made there for 130 children being given
nautical education. Tt is expected that forty
every year will leave that ship, and I trust
that credit will be given to the Government
for what they have done in this direction. T
should like to congratulate the Government
upon the appointment of Captain Heddle to
take charge of that vessel.

Myr. Hanvam —And of Admiral Boyd.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I do not know what
on earth outsiders wanted to.do on the Com-
mittee. Our own departments should have
been capable of dealing with the matter
without idle politicians being imported into
it. But still I congratulate the (Government
upon the appointment of Captain Heddle,

In spite of intriguing going on, the right
thing has been done this time. 1 referred to
the incident in connexion with the Harper
prosecution. I think that should not be

passed over without some ‘reference to
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another aspect of the case. Everybody will
~justify and applaud the Attorney-General
Tor the alarm that the events created

in his’ mind, and for the action which
he took in probing the matter - to
the bottom in connexion with the first

jnquiry. A more experienced lawyer would
have seen that there was nothing in the
evidence, and would not have put these men
on their trial before the police magistrate even,
because even then there was not a particle of
evidence to justify that being done. But
still I think the extraordinary circumstances
would justify us in passing by, or compel us
to pass by, the action taken on that occasion ;
" but, after these men were discharged, and
without any further evidence of any kind
being brought forward, that these -men
should be puton trial again and placed in the
dock as criminalg, is a matter on which I
think the Government should give the House
some justification for the action that was
taken. - '

Mr. WARDE.—Is not that common enough
in criminal cases ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—1It is not common in
criminal cases.

Mr. Warpe.—I could give a dozen cases.
The SPEAKER.—The honérable member
should take no notice of questions.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I want to enlighten
the honorable member. His question is an
honest one. I should like to say that it
is not undommon for the Attorney-General
to file a presentment where he feels that a
matter is not being dealt with by an efficient
tribunal, and that there is some evidence
which would go toa jury. We know that
- Attorneys-Greneral have repeatedly “done
that, but in no case similar to this, where
the tribunal was presided over by the senior
~ police magistrate.  After twenty days had
~been spent in an exhaustive inguiry, with
. the most capable legal luminaries at the bar
~to bring out and give full weight to all the
_-evidence against the men, the police magis-
trate said that there was not a particle of
~evidence against them. I could have under-
stood the action of the Attorney-General if
~the honorable gentleman had discovered some
_other evidence, or if.he thought that the
Police magistrate had not given due weight
“'to the evidence. But nothing of the kind
~took place here. Iam perfectly sure that the
Attorney-General was quite houest in what
- Was done, and I do not believe for a moment
~ that he was actuated by animus in the matter,
~ but I believe that in his prentice hands the

. powers of the Attorney-General have been
anisused.

[6 Jury,1910.]
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Mr. Warpe.—I know a case where the
same police magistrate discharged a man who
was afterwards put on trial, and the man is

now doing three months.

Mr. SNOWBALL. — That would be a
case where there has been some evidence to
go to a jury of the guilt of the accused.

Mr. Murrav.—lf there be that evi-
dence——
Mr. SNOWBALL.—The Premier must

not interrupt. In this case we are faced with
these striking facts. It is a very serious
matter. I do not want to pillory the
Attorney-General, but we must remember
that one of the most eminent Judges of the
Supreme Court and the jury—— :
. Mr. ELmsLie.—A special jury.
Mr. SNOWBALL.—A  special jury said

“that there was not a particle, not a secintilla,

of evidence, and they forfeited half of the jury
fees in order to mitigate the men’s sufferings.
I'know that the Governmentarenovresponsible
for this matter. It is a question in which the
Government could not interfere, but I think
we should have some explanation of the cir-
cumstances which led up to the prosecution
that took place. It has been suggested that
the powers of the Attorney-General should
be limited in some way. 1 trust that they
will not be interfered with at all, as théy
are powers which must exist, but they must
be wisely administered. In this matter

of perjury, however, I trust that honorable

members see the enormity of the disgrace
that has been put on the State,and that

they will not allow the matter to pass with-

out considering what is at the root of this.
evil, and try to remove the evil as soon as

possible. I think it was Sir William Black-

stone who said that perjury and subornation

of perjury were crimes sufficiently heinous to

justify capital punishment.

Mr. PrENDERGAST.—Is "the honorable
member defending the man responsible for
it ?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I am not defending
any man. I think there was a lot of
hysterical nonsense in the correspondence
that took place about the matter.

Mr. Murray.,— Do yeu think there was
any hysteria in the letter I wrote?

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I was afraid to read
it, because I know that the Premier goes oft
sometimes at a tangent when dealing with
these questions. I should like to express my -
keen regret at the Premier’s delivery on the
question of gambling. ‘

Mr. Murray.—And yet I am a product
of the Sunday school and religious in-
struction. '
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Mr. SNOWBALL.—The Premier says he
is the product of the Sunday school. But
the -honorable gentleman is not the product
of the State school system under which the
Bible is not taught. He has been a con-
sistent opponent of that principle.

" Mr. Murray.—I was taught in a State
school where the Bible was read.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—TI think it my duty
to say that the whole community heard
the remarks of the Premier with keen
regret. '

Mr. ErmsLiE.—And tears.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—1t is not a question
of the opinion of the Honorable John Murray,
but of the opinion of the Premier of this State.

A few years ago the question of minimizing .

gambling was discussed in this House, and

" Sir Thomas Bent; who carried through

legislation on that subject, and on licensing
reform, told me that he would never have
carried the anti-gambling legislation but for
the assistance of honorable members on the
Opposition side of the House. He assured
me of that, and I think it is pitiable now,
when the measure is working satisfactorily,and
has wiped cut the ‘““totes,” that the Govern-
ment should think of tampering with it.
The people who were punished under thie old
system were the working classes, because the

gambling evil was taking out of -the hands of

poor people the result of their labours. I
trust that the Premier was not representing
the whole- of the Government when he
suggested that we should tamper with the
splendid anti-gambling legislation of Victoria.
I feel great pleasure in realizing that some-

. thing is to be dene during this session by the

Government in connexion with the charities.
The Treasurer has already indicated his
position and his feeling with regard to this
important subject. During last session, 1
think in November, he called a Conference of
the charities ‘to help him deal with this
problem, which is undoubtedly a very serious
one at the present’ time, and one that must
be dealt with, otherwise the public will loss
without doubt the indispensable help that
sickness and distress are receiving at the
hands of the splendid charitable institutions
in Melbourne. Those institutions are at the
present time in a very seriously embarrassed
state—every one of them. 'Lhe Melbourne
Hospital is £6,000 overdrawn in connexion
with its maintenance account:; the Alfred
Hospital, £3,000; the Women's Hospital,
£2,500 ; the Eye and Ear Hospital, £3,000 ;
the Children’s Hospital £800, and . so on.
These are the' leading: charitable institu-
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tions that we have in 'the’ metropolis,
and they are practically brought face
fo face with a very serious financial
problem. An enormous sum of money
is being spent from year to year by the
Government and the publicin helpingto main-
tain our charities. It is very creditable to the
public, I think, that they bave responded so
long to this appeal, an appeal which is ceér-
tainly a very strong one in all properly
constituted communities. The public’ pro-
vides from £150,000 to £180,000 a year,
and the Treasurer provides £100,000 a year
for charitable institutions alone, apart from
the monéys which the Government spend
on their own establishments. The Treasurer

pointed out to this Conference the serious.
nature of this problem, namely, that the
public support of our charitable institutions

was falling off, that, comparing the last two
financial years, there has lheen an actual

falling off of £9,000 in the public. support:

of those institutions. This is undoubtedly

owing to the fact that there is an unduly -

large number of charitable institutions in

the metropolis. Honorable members will’

hardly realize that there are 164 or 165
charitable institutions in Meclbourne, one
tumbling over the other in trying to relieve
distress, and appealing to the Government

from time to time for assistance. All this.

shows the necessity of dealing with the
matter, and this necessity has now become
absolutely acate, so that something really
must be done. I have for many years. been

connected with one leading charitable insti-

tution, and I know something of the inner
working of these institutions. I feel that
there is no necessity for more money being
spent or found by the Government in con-
nexion with the matter..

time by Parliament to inguire into the ques-
tion of the charities, I know of ab least

three such Commissions, and 1 believe that

inquiries of this kind have been instituted
almost from the earliest days. Some
of the recommendations of the Royal
Commissions  have been wise, while
others have been found not in any way
to touch the subject.- But, at all events,
these Commissions have agreed on one impor-

tant matter, namely, that the multiplication -

of charitable institutions was a-menace to the
public support, and they have all recom-

mendedand urged that the opening of any new,

charitable institutions should be restrained
or regulated in some way. I think those
Commissions recommended that mno mnew

hospital, for instance, should be started -

Royal Com-
missions have been appointed from time to~
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within 40 miles of any existing hospital. But
all this has been absolutely disregarded, and
:miy one can start a new hospltja.l or a new
charity,and when it is started it becomes
another burden which is placed on the
Jpeals are made every day to the I'reasurer
for additional support to these institutions.

in, and passed, to deal with this sub-
ject. As I have said, there is an abso-
jute necessity for doing something in  the
matter ; otherwise, the public will cease to
contribute in the future as freely as they have
‘done in the past. The fact which the
Treasurer pointed out to the Conference,
+and which I have already mentioned, is

think, should convince the House of the
“necessity of doing something to deal with
this problem. I remember also that Mr.
Fairbairn spoke very courageously on this
“matter, and pointed out the danger to the
public in new institutions being started from
~time to time, and thus placing an additional
burden on the shoulders of the charit-
able.
meaning people in our
considerable amount of pleasure in
‘starting a movement of this
But, however good their intentions may be,
T think the matter should be controlled by
legislation, and, as I have already said, T
‘hope the Treasurer will bring in a Bill to
eal with it.
id, his time is already so much occupied in
ealing with other important subjects, that
‘he really cannot find sufficient time to deal
-with the charitable institutions himself.
Therefore, I think a Charities Board, as was
roposed by the Bill which was previously
repared by the Government, should
e constituted, consisting of three experts,
men who would take over the distribition of
the Government grant and the control of
harities generally,  All the institutions
ary in their management and their mode of
# dprntting patients, and at present they are
Vying with each other to monopolize as much
48 they can of the distress and want which
ihas to be dealt with, so’ that there is over-
'j]‘a’,p[")mg. Patients travel from one hospital
t0._another; going the rounds, imposing in
bat way on public charity. I think that

midst find a

Way I have suggested. = The expenditure of
public money by charitable institutions
should really be’ controlled in some way.

[6 Jury, 1910.]

charitable public and on the Government.

Of course, we cannot afford to neglect
.guch appeals, but I trust that during
this session a Bill' will /be brought -

certainly an alarming one, and one which, I

Nevertheless, a great many well-

kind.-

As the Treasurer himself has -

‘the matter can be easily dealt with in the’
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We have one large hospital in the city which
not very long ago erected a new ward which
cost £240 per bed. That was an cutrageous
waste of public money. Another institution
built a large ward, up to date in every way
and meeting the requirements of the Board
of Public Health, costing £84 a bed.
Honorable members will therefore see the
necessity of this question being effectively
dealt with. No more public money .should
be given to the building funds of our
charitable institutions. The whole of the
public money - distributed among c¢harities
should be for maintenance. The charitable
spirit of the 'people will always prove
sufficient to supply .money for building
purposes. That has been the experience
of all our hospitals. If they have the
confidence and respect of the community,
and money is forthcoming, the requirements
of the hospitals inthat direction will be nvet.
Additions are frequently made to hospitals,
and as-soon as they are built an appeal is
made to the Government for additional
money to carry them on.  These are things
which it is not only desirable to regulate, but.
which must be regulated. Every country
town has several charitable institutions.
Money can also be saved by co-ordination in
the purchase of supplies and in other ways. I
do trust that the Government will carry out
their promise and introduce and pass a Bill
dealing with this important matter. Another
matter which is very much before the public
at the present time relates to the develop-
ment of the coal industry, aud the power
which it is urged should be given to sell'to
the public coal produced at the Goverument.
mine. I hope that the mine will as early as
possible be handed over to’ the Railways
Commissioners, and that they will be .given
power to sell coal to any one ‘who is prepared
to buy it. ‘At the same time, I trust that
every encouragement will be given to private
enterprise in connexion with the development
of the industry. There is an enormous tract
of country in Victoria which has been proved
to be coal bearing. '

Mr. JanNau.—That was proved long ago,
but private enterprise has blocked it.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—VPrivate enterprise has
been crippled by the wcoal combine, and
the railways too. The tests made from
time to time of our coal, I feel sure, have
not been genuine. Now a start hus been
made with the development of this industry,

- I hope that nothing will be done to check if.

The Government should see their way to

‘permit private enterprise in connexion with

it, and I hope that leases will be freely issued,
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subject, of course, to proper labour condi-
‘tiens. The Governor’s speech states—
There is every assurance that, in the near future,
the importation of fuel for railway purposes will
be rendered unnecessary. _
I think it will be a disgrace to us if there is
a ton of coal imported into Victoria in twelve
months for public or private enterprise. It
may be a considerable time before the coal
mine at Powlett can supply all State require-
ments, but no restrictions should be placed
on private enterprise, which I believe would

do

Mr. SarirH.—As they have done in the past.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I would never allow
a repetition of what has taken place in the
past in connexion with the coal combine.
The New South Wales strike freed Victoria
from the control of the combine, and there is
one regret which we have—that it did no%
free the coal mines of New South Wales
from the control of the combine. That,
however, is quite another matter; but I
think we ourselves have broken free from the
* cruel control which has kept our resources
bound up.

Mr. Hanvauw.—Why not keep ourselves
free ? ‘

Mr. SNOWBALL.—Private enterprise is
the soul of progress in every industry. I
‘believe in the control and regulation of pri-
vate enterprise by proper legislation such as
we have, but- I do think that every man
~ would be employed if the yoke was taken off
private enterprise. I feel keeuly on this
subject, because T think that the secret of our,
progress lies in the encouragement of private
enterprise in that direction. Capital . is

~ awaiting investment in every direction, and

it is a lamentable thing to find money so
‘plentifil in the hands of financial institutions.
The time has come when the House and the
country should indicate its .feeling that
private enterprise should be left free. With
regard to brown coal, honorable members
know what wonderful - deposits there are
waiting to be opened up at the doors of
Melbourne. I think every encouragement
should be given to the development of the
brown coal industry in Victoria. A bonus
might well be given by the Government to
-encourage the opening up of the brown coal
resources close to Melbourne and in Gipps-
land. T regret that there is no indication in
the Governor’s speech of the intention of the
Government to give effect to the promise
which the Premijer made that a Bill will

be brought in to deal with certain matters in
I do not

connexion with the licensing laws,
know whether that is an oversight.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. Murray.—It is ineluded in the

~“Qther measures ” mentioned at the end.

Mr. SNOWBALL.—I am pleased to hear
that.  The questions of grocers’ licences and,
club licences should be dealt with.  1.think
club licences are abused. They lead -to pro-
pagation of the drink habit. Clubs may be
servingagood purpose, but young men get into:
some of them and are being made drunkards.
Therefore, I hope that some restriction will be-
placed on the clubs, and that the late permit
which the Premier has so often referred to.
will be stopped, It is a_privilege under the
Act which is being abused, and great harm
is being done., The grocer’s licence—the
two-gallon licence—should be -done away
with. It leads to drink being brought into.
many a workman’shome. I quite approve of
the compact with the licensed victuallers that
their licences should not be further interfered.
with for a reasonable term. These are
matters which honorable members on both
sides of the House feel should be dealt with
without delay. I earnestly hope they will
not be overlooked.

Mr. HanvaH.—What about the abolition
of barmaids? -

Mr. SNOWBALL.—That is a matter that
the honorable member may deal with. It is
evidently deeply interesting to him. I have
not had much experience with barmaids. 1
thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your patience in

_listening to a young member trying to
_grapple with these questions.

I do hope
that the discussion on this Address-in-Reply

-will indicate the feeling which is abroad, for

what the public require is that the develop-
ment of this.State shall be carried on actively.
We have in the other Parliament, as 1 have
said before, a young, virile, energetic repre-

sentative of public feeling, and if we do not .

carry out the development of thegreatinterests
committed to our care, others will be intrusted
with the task. Therefore, we should let it

be felt that we are not here to waste time,

but to take in'hand earnestly and in the best.
interests of the whole community the great
public questions that are before us.

Mr. CULLEN.—In rising ‘to second the
. motion that has been proposed by the honor-

able member for Brighton at such .great
length, I wish to say that it is not my inten-~
tion to travel over the large area of measures
and subjects which he has dealt with. I
intend to devote my attention to a few mea-
sures mentioned in the Governor’s speech
dealing with country districts and the rural
industries. At the outset I wish to join in

expressing deep regret at the serious loss which
the nation has sustained by the death of our




