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Tuesday 28 July 2026 

The SPEAKER (Maree Edwards) took the chair at 12:04 pm, read the prayer and made an 

Acknowledgement of Country. 

Condolences 

Maxwell John Turner 

 The SPEAKER (12:05): I advise the house of the death of Maxwell John Turner, member of the 

Legislative Assembly for the district of Bendigo West from 1992 to 1996. I ask members to rise in 

their places as a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased. 

Members stood in their places. 

 The SPEAKER: I will convey a message of sympathy from the house to the relatives of the late 

Max Turner. 

Members 

Labor Party leadership 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (12:06): I would like to inform and 

advise the house of a change in leadership of the parliamentary Labor Party. The honourable member 

for Niddrie has been elected Leader of the Parliamentary Labor Party, and further changes will be 

announced in due course. 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, I have a concern about the constitutionality of this 

chamber. We have just been handed two seating patterns for this chamber. One has the member for 

Niddrie in that seat, and the other has the member for Dandenong in that seat. Further, both seating 

plans have the member for Bendigo East where the member for Monbulk is sitting. I am concerned 

that the member for Bendigo East has not even been afforded a seat in this chamber. Neither seating 

plan has the member for Bendigo East in that plan. 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Order! Members will be removed from the chamber without warning. 

 James Newbury: It is not unreasonable for this house to understand who the Premier is. Who is 

the sworn-in Premier of Victoria, who are the ministry of Victoria and does this government have a 

majority in this chamber? 

 Anthony Carbines: On the point of order, if it assists, Speaker, I would say that the seating plan is 

merely a guide for the house. It has no other status than to provide a guide to the house and the clerks 

on the way in which divisions are undertaken. We are not in the process of that at this time. 

 The SPEAKER: I am not going to call it a point of order, because I do not think it is, but further 

to the contribution from the Leader of the House, the Leader of the Nationals. 

 Danny O’Brien: I thank the minister at the table for his clarification, but the question still remains: 

who is the Premier? 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Order! Members will come to order. There is a minister at the table, and that is 

all that is required. I ask members to show some respect in the chamber. Further to the conversation, 

which I have ruled on, the member for Brighton. 



BILLS 

2664 Legislative Assembly Tuesday 28 July 2026 

 

 

 James Newbury: A matter that I did raise you did not rule on, if I may say, Speaker. Is the member 

for Bendigo East afforded a seat in this chamber? 

 Anthony Carbines: The member for Bendigo East continues to have a seat in this chamber. The 

seating plan has been provided to the Clerk. 

 The SPEAKER: The member for Bendigo East is afforded a seat in the chamber. 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Order! Members will cease interjecting across the chamber. 

 Will Fowles: Speaker, you have referred to this as a conversation. I just do not know under what 

standing order we are proceeding in here this morning. Can we just crack on with the business of the 

Parliament, please? 

 The SPEAKER: I believe that we have resolved this issue, and the house will continue with the 

introduction of bills. 

Bills 

Multicultural Victoria Amendment Bill 2026 

Introduction and first reading 

 Sonya KILKENNY (Carrum – Attorney-General, Minister for Planning, Minister for Violence 

Reduction, Minister for Finance) (12:10): I move: 

That I introduce a bill – 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Order! Members will be removed from the chamber if they continue to interject. 

It is not acceptable to shout down any member on their feet. 

 Sonya KILKENNY: I move: 

That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Multicultural Victoria Act 2011 to establish Multicultural 

Victoria, to require certain public sector entities to acquire interpreting and translating services from VITS 

LanguageLoop and for other purposes. 

Motion agreed to. 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (12:11): I seek a brief explanation of the bill. 

 Sonya KILKENNY (Carrum – Attorney-General, Minister for Planning, Minister for Violence 

Reduction, Minister for Finance) (12:11): This bill will deliver on recommendations made in 

Victoria’s multicultural review, led by George Lekakis AO and the expert advisory group, and 

commitments made in the government’s public response to the review. This includes the establishment 

of Multicultural Victoria, which will reset how government engages with Victoria’s multicultural and 

multifaith communities. Further, it will enable implementation of language services reforms, which 

includes enabling critical areas of government work to be assigned to VITS LanguageLoop. 

Read first time. 

Ordered to be read second time tomorrow. 
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Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2026 

Introduction and first reading 

 Melissa HORNE (Williamstown – Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Health 

Infrastructure, Minister for Prevention of Family Violence) (12:12): I move: 

That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient 

Ratios) Act 2015 to categorise or recategorise certain hospitals for the purposes of nurse-to-patient and 

midwife-to-patient ratios and for other purposes. 

Motion agreed to. 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (12:13): I seek a brief explanation of the bill. 

 Melissa HORNE (Williamstown – Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Health 

Infrastructure, Minister for Prevention of Family Violence) (12:13): The bill updates hospital 

categories in the act, supporting the government’s objectives of delivering safe, high-quality care, 

maintaining responsive nurse and midwife staffing arrangements and implementing evidence-based 

reforms. The changes will help ensure staffing requirements better reflect contemporary service 

demand and complexity across Victoria’s public health system. 

Read first time. 

Ordered to be read second time tomorrow. 

Electoral Amendment (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill 2026 

Introduction and first reading 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (12:13): I move: 

That I introduce a bill for an act to amend the Electoral Act 2002 to remove group voting tickets from 

Legislative Council elections and to improve the operation of that act and the electoral system of Victoria, to 

make consequential amendments and for other purposes. 

Motion agreed to. 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (12:14): I seek a brief explanation of the bill. 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (12:14): The bill will introduce 

amendments to the Electoral Act 2002 to remove group voting tickets from Legislative Council 

elections and prescribe a new method for voting above the line, requiring electors to number at least 

five groups in order of preference. The bill will also make other consequential and miscellaneous 

amendments to clarify and improve the operation of the Electoral Act and the electoral system in 

Victoria. 

Read first time. 

Ordered to be read second time tomorrow. 

Business of the house 

Notices of motion 

 The SPEAKER (12:15): General business, notices of motion 46 to 48 and 72 to 75, will be 

removed from the notice paper unless members wishing their matter to remain advise the Clerk in 

writing before 5 pm today. 



PETITIONS 

2666 Legislative Assembly Tuesday 28 July 2026 

 

 

Petitions 

Wodonga Primary School 

Bill TILLEY (Benambra) presented a petition bearing 540 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the plans of the 

Education Department to remove two portables from Wodonga Primary School in January 2026, prior to the 

commencement of the next school year. These portables form four fulltime classrooms and are vital to school 

operations. The portables are required and necessary as a key part of school infrastructure to provide adequate 

accommodation and acceptable student teacher ratios. Their removal would have a significant negative impact 

upon school functionality, efficiency and effectiveness and be very detrimental to students and staff. 

Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly calls on the Government to ensure that the 

two portables at Wodonga Primary School are not removed. 

Fire services 

Brad BATTIN (Berwick) presented a petition bearing 35 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly Jacinta Allan’s 

decision to take away from regional CFA resources has caused catastrophic damage to Victoria within the 

span of weeks. Because of her policies, several thousands of hectares of land have been consumed by 

bushfires, and it has caused potentially irreparable damage for people. She has in the meantime been posting 

about the fires and keeping safe, while her and her party are still not providing enough resources for the CFA 

to fight the fires. Her polices have prevented controlled burns from being done, which normally prevents 

bushfires from getting out of control. Regional Victoria is actively covered in smoke, causing life-threatening 

respiratory issues for people several hundreds of kilometres from fires. Her policies are indirectly responsible 

for the threats to lives and livelihoods resulting from these out of control fires which have the potential to take 

out several more townships and cause fatalities statewide. Jacinta Allan and the Labor Party are not going to 

take accountability. 

Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly hold an urgent vote of no confidence in the 

Government for the safety of regional and rural Victoria, to ensure things like this cannot happen again and 

to force immediate action. We need to allocate resources to get the current and future fires under control, 

inclusive of relocation of significantly greater resources from Metropolitan, which country Victoria have been 

providing funding for. 

Early childhood education and care 

James NEWBURY (Brighton) presented a petition bearing 4 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the sustainability of 

community and not for profit preschools. Recent changes to State Government regulatory environments and 

the resulting financial implications have added significant compliance and service delivery risks, putting 

Crossway Preschool, Brighton in an untenable financial position for 2026 and beyond. 

Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly introduces flexibility in regulations and 

compliance procedures for small, local, not for profit preschools to ensure their sustainability as a vital part 

of our communities. 

Ordered that petition be considered tomorrow. 
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Disability services 

James NEWBURY (Brighton) presented a petition bearing 96 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly that disabled public 

bathrooms are regularly being used by people without a disability. This misuse not only causes inconvenience 

and distress but also jeopardizes the dignity and respect that should be accorded to those with genuine needs. 

In Australia, disabled bathrooms have become susceptible to misuse and vandalism. They are often exploited 

by individuals who use them as changing rooms, for extended breaks, or even for vandalism. Such misuse 

creates unnecessary barriers for people with disability and countless others who rely on these facilities for 

daily comfort and necessary health needs. Data shows that in many public areas, up to 30% of incidents in 

disabled bathrooms involve unauthorized use and damages, further straining public resources and diminishing 

the accessibility for those who need it most. Locking these bathrooms with a universal disability access key 

system designed by Master Locksmiths Association of Australasia Limited (MLAK), providing eligible 

individuals with a key that gives them access to locked public disabled toilets statewide, could significantly 

reduce these incidents by ensuring only those with legitimate needs can access these spaces. 

Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly implement an MLAK lock system to all 

disabled bathroom facilities across the state. 

Ordered that petition be considered tomorrow. 

Brunswick Street oval redevelopment 

Tim READ (Brunswick) presented a petition bearing 1866 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly that the Brunswick 

Street Oval Precinct project proposes to expand the Fitzroy Tennis Club from six to eight courts by extending 

into Edinburgh Gardens parkland. This would destroy three elm trees, close a popular public walkway, and 

permanently shrink the open space available to the public. Edinburgh Gardens is Yarra’s most popular and 

most visited park. It is a heritage landscape whose distinctive nineteenth-century “gardenesque” character 

(including an 1884 elm avenue planted by curator Nicholas Bickford) deserves protection, not destruction 

This expansion is unnecessary. The project’s legitimate goals – improved accessibility and facilities for 

women’s sport – can be achieved without encroaching on parkland. Existing demand for courts at Fitzroy 

Tennis Club does not justify this specific expansion. We call on the City of Yarra to remove the Edinburgh 

Gardens court expansion from the Brunswick Street Oval Precinct project and to pursue its remaining goals 

within the existing lease boundary. 

Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly ensures that the Brunswick Street Oval 

Precinct project scope is limited to the number of tennis courts that can fit within the existing club footprint, 

mandate the retention of the 1884 elm avenue and its associated paths and defer all further grants and permits 

until a comprehensive Heritage Impact Assessment is conducted that specifically addresses the impacts on 

the local HO213 Heritage Overlay. 

Ordered that petition be considered tomorrow on motion of Ellen Sandell. 

Morwell electorate roads 

Martin CAMERON (Morwell) presented a petition bearing 148 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the need to stop 

lowering the speed limits of country roads and start fixing the Hazelwood to Boldings Roads between 

Traralgon and Churchill. This is a main road used by thousands of vehicles every day to get to work and for 

work (log trucks, other trucks, busses). There have been little to no accidents on this road in the last couple 

years. 
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Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly leave the speed limit on the Hazelwood to 

Boldings Roads between Traralgon and Churchill at 100km per hour. 

Ordered that petition be considered tomorrow. 

Football Victoria 

Anthony CIANFLONE (Pascoe Vale) presented a petition bearing 7259 signatures: 

Issue: 

This petition of residents in Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly to the continuing 

growth of community football (soccer) across our state. It plays a driving role in active recreational, health, 

wellbeing, cultural and socio-economic outcomes. 

That’s why the Victorian Government’s supported football’s growth through the Home of the Matilda’s, 

Home of Football, and previous funding to upgrade local facilities. 

However Football’s participation continues to surge across Victoria, with over 400,000 participants and 

127,000 registered players, a 57% increase since 2022. This growth’s been driven by a 120% increase in 

women and girls participation since 2019 alone. Football Victoria’s (FV) Facilities Strategy 2025–2035, 

anticipates at least 22,500 more players in coming years, requiring additional support via better regional 

football hubs and local-grassroots facilities through modern and resilient grounds, lighting, amenities and 

female-friendly changerooms. 

FV’s comprehensive strategies – including the Facilities Strategy 2025–2035, Facilities Audit, State of Play 

Report, and Level the Playing Field Campaign – provide the opportunity to ensure community football 

facilities keep pace to support equitable access to the game, and provide the Victorian Government with the 

pathway to partner with FV to deliver the ‘goal’ of new football facilities across the State. 

Action: 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly calls on the Government to commit new 

investment and resources to help Football Victoria deliver its strategic priorities – including the re-

establishment of a dedicated World Game Facilities Fund. 

Committees 

Economy and Infrastructure Committee 

Inquiry into Enhancing Victorian University Governance 

 Alison MARCHANT (Bellarine) (12:18): I have the honour to present to the house a report from 

the Economy and Infrastructure Committee on the inquiry into enhancing Victorian university 

governance, together with appendices and transcripts of evidence. 

Ordered that report and appendices be published. 

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee 

Alert Digest No. 9 

 Gary MAAS (Narre Warren South) (12:18): I have the honour to present to the house a report from 

the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, being Alert Digest No. 9 of 2026, volumes A and B, 

on the following bills, act and subordinate legislation, together with their appendices: 

Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 

Corrections Amendment Bill 2026 

Crimes Amendment (Recruitment of Children for Criminal Activity) Bill 2026 

Electoral Further Amendment Act 2026 

Energy and Resources Legislation Amendment (VEET Strategic Review and Other Matters) Bill 2026 

Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026 

Fair Work (Commonwealth Powers) Amendment Bill 2026 

Firearms Amendment Bill 2026 
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Local Government Legislation Amendment (Stronger Communities) Bill 2026 

Occupational Health and Safety Amendment (Dangerous Goods) Bill 2026 

Planning Amendment (Restricting New Fast Food Developments) Bill 2026 

Roads, Road Safety and Ports Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 

SR No. 118 – Corrections Amendment Regulations 2025 

SR No. 129 – Liquor Control Reform (Prohibited Supply) Regulations 2025 

SR No. 145 – Gas Safety (Gas Installation) Amendment Regulations 2025 

SR No. 13 – Conservation, Forests and Lands (Wildlife (Game) Infringement Notices) Regulations 2026 

SR No. 20 – Wildlife (Game) Amendment Regulations 2026. 

Ordered to be published. 

Parliamentary Ethics Committee 

Inquiry into the Review of the Members Code of Conduct 

 Kim WELLS (Rowville) (12:20): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the 

Parliamentary Ethics Committee on the inquiry into the review of the members code of conduct, 

together with appendices. 

Ordered to be published. 

Documents 

Documents 

Incorporated list as follows: 

DOCUMENTS TABLED UNDER ACTS OF PARLIAMENT – The Clerk tabled: 

Auditor-General: 

Annual Plan 2026–27 – released on 24 June 2026 

Delivering School Upgrade Projects – released on 30 June 2026 replacing copy released on 17 June 

2026 

Follow-up: Service Victoria – Digital Delivery of Government Services – released on 24 June 2026 

Investing in Early Intervention Initiatives – released on 30 June 2026 

Planning and Managing Drainage Schemes in Melbourne’s Growth Areas – released on 24 June 

2026 

Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability Act 2003 – Framework for Victorian State of the 

Environment Reporting: Partnerships for Nature 

Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 – Orders under s 17B granting licences over: 

Alexandra Gardens Reserve 

Sandringham Beach Park 

Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 – Education and Care Services National Further 

Amendment Regulations 2026 under s 303 

Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission – Annual Plan 2026–27 – released on 29 June 

2026 

Integrity Oversight Victoria: 

Annual Plan 2026–27 – released on 29 June 2026 

Report November 2024 to February 2025 under s 37D of the Terrorism (Community Protection) 

Act 2003 – Ordered to be published 

Report March 2025 to August 2025 under s 37D of the Terrorism (Community Protection) 

Act 2003 – Ordered to be published 

Report 1 July to 31 December 2024 under s 30Q of the Surveillance Devices Act 1999 – Ordered 

to be published 
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Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 – Notice under s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to: 

Statutory Rule 38 (Gazette S408, 15 July 2026) 

Statutory Rule 58 (Gazette G26, 25 June 2026) 

Statutory Rule 71 (Gazette G27, 2 July 2026) 

Inquiries Act 2014 – Report of the Forum for Truth and Recognition – Truth, recognition and healing: 

Report on victim-survivors’ experiences of child sexual abuse in Victorian government schools and 

certain non-government schools before 2000 – released on 16 July 2026 

Members of Parliament (Standards) Act 1978 – Register of Interests – Return submitted by a member 

of the Legislative Assembly – Primary Return 2 June 2026 – Ordered to be published 

Ombudsman – Annual Plan 2026–27 – released on 29 June 2026 

Parliamentary Salaries, Allowances and Superannuation Act 1968 – Report on Distribution from the 

Assembly Suspension Fines Fund 2025–26 

Parliamentary Workplace Standards and Integrity Commission – Matter involving Mr James Newbury, 

Member for Brighton 

Planning and Environment Act 1987 – Notices of approval of amendments to the following Planning 

Schemes: 

Alpine – C73 

Ballarat – C234 

Bayside – GC246 

Boroondara – GC285 

Casey – C302 

Darebin – C231 

Glen Eira – GC285 

Golden Plains – C113 

Greater Dandenong – C251, GC260, GC285 

Kingston – GC246, GC247, GC285 

Monash – C176, C177, GC247, GC248 

Moorabool – GC260 

Mornington Peninsula – C295 

Port Phillip – C231, C234 

Stonnington – C316, C361, GC285 

Warrnambool – GC278 

Whitehorse – C255, GC248, GC285 

Yarra – GC278 

Professional Standards Act 2003 – Australian Property Institute Valuers Limited Professional Standards 

Scheme (Gazette S366, 30 June 2026) 

State Owned Enterprises Act 1992: 

Constitution of Innovation Victoria Pty Ltd under s 75 

Record of a resolution of the sole member of Breakthrough Victoria Pty Ltd under s 75 

Statutory Rules under the following Acts: 

Borrowing and Investment Powers Act 1987 – SR 89 

Building Act 1993 – SRs 72, 73, 87, 96, 97 

Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005 – SR 103 

Circular Economy (Waste Reduction and Recycling) Act 2021 – SRs 92, 93 

Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017 – SR 88 

Coroners Act 2008 – SR 68 

County Court Act 1958 – SR 102 
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Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 – SR 80 

Dangerous Goods Act 1985 – SRs 100, 101 

Electricity Safety Act 1998 – SR 71 

Estate Agents Act 1980 – SR 90 

Forests Act 1958 – SRs 81, 82 

Gambling Regulation Act 2003 – SR 79 

Guardianship and Administration Act 2019 – SR 69 

Land Act 1958 – SR 83 

Local Government Act 2020 – SR 75 

Local Jobs First Act 2003 – SRs 74, 98 

Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 – SR 78 

National Parks Act 1975 – SR 84 

Private Security Act 2004 – SR 76 

Professional Engineers Registration Act 2019 – SR 91 

Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 – SR 86 

Residential Tenancies Act 1997 – SR 99 

Retirement Villages Act 1986 – SR 105 

Safe Drinking Water Act 2003 – SR 106 

Service Victoria Act 2018 – SR 94 

Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2004 – SR 77 

Tobacco Act 1987 – SR 95 

Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 – SR 70 

Wildlife Act 1975 – SR 85 

Worker Screening Act 2020 – SR 104 

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994: 

Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 64, 66, 68, 70, 75, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 

85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 98, 102, 105, 106, 107 

Documents under s 16B in relation to: 

Building Act 1993: 

Minimum Financial Requirements and Administrative Guidelines 2026 

Ministerial Direction to Building Surveyors made under s 188AA of the Building 

Act 1993 in relation to the Operation of Section 24A of that Act 

Premiums Order made under s 137Q 

Education and Training Reform Act 2006 – Ministerial Order No 1498, Exemptions 

from Attendance and Enrolment at School (Amendment) Order 

Local Jobs First Act 2003 – Local Jobs First Policy 

Residential Tenancies Act 1997 – Transfer of Bond Guidelines 

Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal – Members of Parliament (Victoria) Annual Adjustment 

Determination 2026. 

PROCLAMATIONS – Under SO 177A, the Clerk tabled the following proclamations fixing operative dates: 

Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2025 – Division 1 of Part 2 – 30 June 2026 (Gazette S367, 

30 June 2026) 

Social Services Regulation Amendment (Child Safety, Complaint and Worker Regulation) Act 2025 – 

Divisions 1 (other than ss 75 and 83(1)), 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 9 (other than ss 115 and 125) of Part 3.2 – 

28 July 2026 (Gazette S389, 7 July 2026). 
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Bills 

Outdoor Recreation Victoria Bill 2026 

Council’s amendments 

 The SPEAKER (12:23): I have received a message from the Legislative Council agreeing to the 

Outdoor Recreation Victoria Bill 2026 with amendments. 

Ordered that amendments be taken into consideration later this day. 

Appropriation (Parliament 2026–2027) Bill 2026 

Building Legislation and Treasury Legislation (Tax Relief) Amendment Bill 2026 

Victoria Police Amendment (Police Reservists) Bill 2026 

Royal assent 

 The SPEAKER (12:24): I inform the house that the Governor has given royal assent to the 

Appropriation (Parliament 2026–2027) Bill 2026, the Building Legislation and Treasury Legislation 

(Tax Relief) Amendment Bill 2026 and the Victoria Police Amendment (Police Reservists) Bill 2026. 

Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026 

Appropriation 

 The SPEAKER (12:24): I have received a message from the Lieutenant-Governor recommending 

an appropriation for the purposes of the Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026. 

Announcements 

Victorian Electoral Commission 

 The SPEAKER (12:24): I advise the house that on 27 July 2026 I administered to Keegan Scott 

Bartlett, the acting Deputy Electoral Commissioner of the Victorian Electoral Commission, the 

affirmation required by section 16 of the Electoral Act 2002. 

Business of the house 

Program 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (12:25): I move: 

That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day, government business, relating to the following bills 

be considered and completed by 5 pm on 30 July 2026: 

Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026 

Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 

Corrections Amendment Bill 2026 

Firearms Amendment Bill 2026 

Electoral Amendment (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill 2026. 

I am pleased to make a contribution in relation to those matters. Can I say that it is a very important 

business program this week. It is about doing the things that matter to Victorians, like the legislated 

right to work from home. On this side of the house we understand what matters to Victorian families, 

in particular providing them with the flexibility and affordability to work from home when they choose 

to do so by enshrining it under legislation here in the Parliament of Victoria. It is a right that so many 

Victorians are already exercising, which has made a big difference to their capacity to look after their 

families, to be available and home more often and to support complex family arrangements that so 

many people have through day-to-day pressures while also being more efficient in the work that they 

contribute to. 
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We have also introduced the Electoral Amendment (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill 2026. That is a very 

important element of restoring and improving democracy here in our state. Voting is an essential right 

of every Victorian, and I know that people in this place in particular, the Assembly, understand that 

this is the place where our governments are made and unmade. This electoral amendment bill will go 

to a range of concerns that people in the community have about removing group voting tickets in the 

Legislative Council. We are keen to deliver on that, and we look forward to the engagement with those 

opposite. Everyone has a stake in those matters and so do the people of Victoria. 

We will make it easier and fairer for Victorians trying to buy a home in the Consumer Legislation 

Amendment Bill 2026, another bill we have designed to make the everyday lives of Victorians just 

that little bit easier.  

We are also making sure the debate on the Corrections Amendment Bill 2026 responds to risks that 

have been identified in the state’s correctional system. We recognise that community safety remains a 

top priority. As Minister for Police, from the work that we do every day in supporting our police 

members in rain, hail or shine, I know the work that they do to keep serious violent offenders held to 

account. We know our toughest bail laws and adult time for adult crime play a significant role in those 

matters. This bill in particular responds to legal and operational issues that I know the honourable 

member for Box Hill, the Minister for Corrections, will be able to speak to in greater detail, ensuring 

Victoria’s corrections laws are clear, workable and fit for purpose.  

We will be progressing strong and sensible gun laws that keep our community safe. I have been very 

much engaged, given the Firearms Amendment Bill 2026 sits within my responsibilities, with the 

national firearms register. We have seen what has happened interstate in Wieambilla. We have seen 

what has happened in Bondi. We have seen, sadly, what has happened with gun violence in our own 

state over a long period of time. It goes to the tragedies that we have seen here in Victoria in the past, 

whether it was Hoddle Street or whether it was Bourke Street or other elements. Victoria in particular 

has got quite strong firearms laws thanks to the work of past governments, particularly the Honourable 

Steve Crabb and other ministers that have done significant work.  

The work around firearms amendments never stops. This is about some national approaches, and I am 

looking forward to the debate and the discussions. We feel we have found a sensible compromise that 

acknowledges that the vast majority of gun owners in Victoria do the right thing. We do not seek to 

put further bureaucratic requirements on them. We do need to make sure that police and our law 

enforcement agencies have the capacity to work with our national law enforcement agencies to share 

information, that there is a safe regime for those who use firearms for legitimate reasons and that we 

also have accountability for those who seek to do harm in the community. We know that happens 

through the investments we have made in the national gun register, a joint project with other states and 

territories and the Commonwealth being led by the Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese. The bill 

acquits four of the 15 accepted recommendations of the Ken Lay review and builds on the 

government’s long and proud history of introducing strong and sensible firearms laws. I look forward 

to further discussion in relation to those matters. It is a very full program as we continue to roll out 

changes that make life easier, safer and more affordable for Victorians. 

Can I say also not only that I am pleased to back in the election today of the honourable member for 

Niddrie as the Leader of the Parliamentary Labor Party, currently on his way to Government House 

to be sworn in, but that that is probably the worst nightmare for those opposite, who were hoping that 

perhaps there would not be new leadership in the Labor Party. I want to take the opportunity to thank 

the Premier of Victoria the Honourable Jacinta Allan for the contribution that she has made over 

27 years in this place. I want to thank her for that contribution to our state, and I want to not only do 

that but also thank Ben Carroll, the member for Niddrie, and wish him well in his role leading our state. 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (12:30): I rise to speak on the government business program – what 

we understand to be the government business program, but only at this time. We have seen a revised 

government business program moved, a program that went from four bills to five bills. As the Leader 
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of the House said, to pick up on his final point in relation to what has happened today, we have seen, 

frankly, an unprecedented knifing of a sitting Premier – a Premier who was not afforded a seat in this 

chamber under this new regime of government. Within a 24-hour period the Premier – the former 

Premier, or I presume still the Premier; the member for Bendigo East I believe is still the Premier – 

was not even afforded a seat in this chamber post the coup this morning that saw her removed. 

We do not know what is going to happen in the chamber this week, and that is the truth. We do not 

know, with a new government, who the Premier will be. The Premier right now is the member for 

Bendigo East. We have just been advised in the chamber that the member for Niddrie is on his way to 

Government House. Therefore I presume we do not have a ministry. I assume that there is an acting 

ministry, but what is this ministry? No-one would know, because this government has fallen apart. 

There is no other way to say it. In fact I would not normally reflect other than to say I was watching 

this morning. I did watch a little bit of this morning, and I thought to myself, as there was a contest for 

the leadership and one member was pursuing potentially a ballot vote, ‘I’ve never seen a party kill 

their new leader before the meeting has ended.’ I have never seen that before in my entire time in 

politics, but that was what I saw today – a party kill their leader in the middle of a meeting after they 

just elected him. 

 Anthony Carbines: On a point of order, Speaker, I seek your guidance in relation to the mention 

of the words ‘killing people’ and the like in the course of debate. I understand it is a house of debate, 

and I am all up for that, but I ask that people temper their language in relation to that sort of language. 

 The SPEAKER: I ask the member to come back to the government business program, please. 

 James NEWBURY: As I said earlier, I was of course continuing the debate that was started by the 

Leader of the House, and on the Leader of the House’s point, perhaps they used baseball bats. If you 

would prefer, the government members used baseball bats, if that is the – 

 Colin Brooks: On a point of order, Speaker, the use of violent language in this chamber in relation 

to politicians, on either side of the house, is not appropriate when it comes to the safety of members 

of Parliament. I would just ask you, Speaker, to ask the member for Brighton to reflect on the language 

he uses so that we do not have the use of violent language in this place against other politicians. We 

can make solid points of argument without resorting to that sort of language. 

 The SPEAKER: I remind members that this is a chamber of debate. It is not a chamber for hurling 

abuse or insinuations across the chamber. This is the government business program debate. 

 James NEWBURY: As I said earlier, I was continuing the debate that was started by the Leader 

of the House, and this is an unprecedented day, so it is perfectly reasonable, in terms of the operation 

of this chamber, for us in this chamber to understand what this government looks like. Do they have a 

majority in this chamber? Will they this week be able to control a – 

 Colin Brooks: On a further point of order, Speaker, the member is not referring to the motion or 

debating the motion before the house. 

 The SPEAKER: Member for Brighton, I ask you to come back to the government business 

program under standing order 94(2). 

 James NEWBURY: Coming from the minister who knifed his own Premier – (Time expired) 

 Pauline RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (12:35): I am so pleased to be able to have the opportunity to 

contribute to the debate on the government business program, and I particularly want to acknowledge 

the role that the Minister for Skills and TAFE just played in asking, imploring, that we elevate the tone 

of debate in this chamber, because our community – the community that I serve and the communities 

that we all serve – expect us to elevate the debate and contribute in a way that reflects the leadership 

role we all have in this chamber. Many on the other side of the chamber I have worked closely with 

over these last years, and I think many share the desire that we elevate the debate because of the 
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consequences of the words and the language that we use in this place and the way that that is reflected 

in our community. I would particularly like to implore those members from across the chamber who 

I know take a very serious look at the way we are communicating to the young people in our 

communities. As I contribute on this government business program, which includes really important 

debates on working from home and that includes extraordinary and important matters, including 

consumer legislation, the Corrections Amendment Bill 2026 and of course, as the Leader of the House 

has already identified, the Firearms Amendment Bill 2026, because we are leading this country in so 

many ways and we ought to lead this country in the way that we debate this important legislation, I 

ask that all of us remember what it is to bring leadership to this chamber. 

I am certainly looking forward to contributing on so many elements of this government business 

program. I was particularly delighted to hear that we have introduced legislation on the nurse-to-patient 

and midwife-to-patient ratios, and I know that there are many people in my community who are 

looking to hear how we absolutely must consider the opportunity to work from home. This is a 

legislative agenda that puts the people of Victoria at the centre of all considerations. I know when I 

enter this place that I think about the community that I serve – I think about Cranbourne – but I do not 

just think about our community; I think about what it means to be here on behalf of our whole 

community. I know that when it comes to matters like the Firearms Amendment Bill, which the Leader 

of the House has already identified as being something that he holds very close and as a matter of great 

personal interest, all of these matters will be considered as they ought to be: respectfully and with the 

sort of language that I think that our classroom teachers often ask us to use as well. 

As to the work-from-home legislation, this is a piece of legislation that I know has been highly sought 

after by so many members of our community, but particularly those people who have so many of those 

responsibilities that mean balancing working and working from home so it can be done in a way that 

gives equal weight to the role of those people who are employed and those people who are employers. 

As somebody who lives in my community – I live 56 kilometres south-east from here – I know that a 

commute into the city can mean the difference between going and picking up your children from after-

school care a little bit earlier. It might mean getting to care for an elderly parent and being there at 5:30 

instead of 7. It might mean having an opportunity to have breakfast with your children. 

We have a full agenda. We have ministers who are taking the role seriously, and we are imploring 

people to elevate these conversations. I am also going to take the opportunity to thank those who have 

been serving with extraordinary leadership our great party in government. Once again, congratulations 

to our incoming Premier, and thank you again to our outgoing Premier for the role that she has played 

in leading our community. 

 Martin CAMERON (Morwell) (12:40): I rise to oppose the government business program today. 

It is interesting to see the house of cards finally capitulate on itself. It is very hard to stand up here as 

the member for Morwell and field questions from constituents in the Latrobe Valley about what has 

gone on this morning on the other side of the chamber and who actually is running the state for them. 

We are going to show up on this side of the chamber and still prosecute everything that has gone on 

within this Labor government, but I have my own constituents sending messages and ringing to ask, 

‘What is the way forward?’ I can honestly say the only way forward is to have an election on 

28 November, or earlier, to once and for all put this Labor government to bed and have a fresh start 

here in Victoria. 

We have previously been very, very light on for stuff to debate in the government business program. 

As the member for Brighton said, we have a lot on the government business program this week, and 

it is mind-boggling to know how we are actually going to get through it all. There are motions afoot 

which will follow, because not only have people lost confidence in the government, but the 

government have actually lost confidence in themselves. We need to make sure that this place is still 

running properly, that the people not only of the Latrobe Valley but of regional Victoria, and every 

person in Victoria, still have a voice in this chamber. 
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There is the Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026 that at some stage we will 

be debating. We have the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, which will come up as well. 

I am sure people on all sides will want to speak on these. There is the Corrections Amendment 

Bill 2026, because, as we know, this is at the forefront for every single person in Victoria. They worry 

about what is happening on our streets with crime, so when we are talking about corrections 

amendments and the Firearms Amendment Bill 2026 coming through, we need to make sure that we 

are measured in what we are doing to try and keep the people of Victoria safe and keep criminals 

where they should be. If they are committing crimes, we need to make sure that the process there is 

correct and working. 

As we move back to what has happened this morning here in the chamber, I am not sure, but I know 

on this side it is a guessing game. I think on the other side of the house too it is a bit of a guessing 

game of where it is all going to end up and how we are going to march our way forward this week. 

Are we actually going to be speaking on the government business program that is before us or are we 

going to get something new come tomorrow morning? It is a concern not only for me, but also in 

particular for the people of the Latrobe Valley, because I am here to represent them, as every other 

MP in this place is here to represent their community to the best of their ability. When we have a 

government that is in disarray and we have the focus on what is going on on the other side of the 

chamber and we are not concentrating on Victorians and the constituents in our own areas, it does 

make you wonder where this is all going to lead. 

As I said, we are opposing the government business program this week, and we wait with bated breath 

to see what is next from the government. We will be in the chamber to debate everything that is on the 

government business program, because I want to be here representing my community, doing the best 

that I can for them. As I said, we will be opposing the government business program. 

 Sarah CONNOLLY (Laverton) (12:45): The opposition opposing the government business 

program is nothing new, nor is it new that they have opposed everything this government on this side 

of the house has done to improve the lives of Victorians for the past 12 years. Opposing the 

government business program is nothing new. I would say they are opposing it because it means there 

is work to do. At the outset, let me say we have an absolutely jam-packed week ahead of us here in this 

chamber. We have four very important pieces of legislation set to be debated. I want to talk about this, 

because these kinds of reforms and this kind of legislation are aimed at making people’s lives easier. 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, if it assists the member, the government business 

program has five bills listed, not four. 

 The SPEAKER: The member for Laverton to continue. 

 Sarah CONNOLLY: It is a tough day, and the difference between four and five certainly does 

mean it is a jam-packed week for debating legislation in this house. It sure does. I thank the member 

for Brighton for helping me correct the record. 

This legislation is aimed at making life easier and more affordable for Victorians to address the cost 

of living, of housing, of getting around. This stuff is just so important. I have been out all weekend 

talking to folks in Melbourne’s west, and the one thing that they want to talk to me about is cost of 

living and how it is hurting. Thanks to my office. They have done a tremendous job in processing 

hundreds and hundreds of applications for 20 per cent off people’s registration. I have to tell you, I 

have never seen lines so long to speak to a member of Parliament. But they are not lining up to talk to 

me; they are lining up to talk to my staff to get them to process their applications. I have to say, on the 

weekend it was extraordinary, the people coming up to me, thanking me and this Labor government 

for this kind of initiative. $186 might not be much if you are from the big end of town. 186 bucks back 

on your registration might not be much for those on the other side of this chamber, but I can tell you 

in Melbourne’s western suburbs 186 bucks is a hell of a lot of money, and people loved being able to 

receive that. The other feedback they had for our government was that some of them received it in 
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their bank accounts within the same day, some of them within 24 hours, and some of them not long 

after. They thought that was a remarkable improvement and thanked us very much. I have to say – and 

this diverts a bit from the government business program – I had the incredible pleasure of meeting one 

of the women that work for the department who are actually processing these claims and applications 

and putting the money back into people’s accounts. I did say to her, ‘Please pass on to your staff a 

thankyou from all of us.’ The feedback from residents has been absolutely remarkable for the accuracy 

and the very little time it has taken to put it back into people’s accounts. 186 bucks is a lot of money 

at this time. 

Chief amongst the five pieces of legislation this week is our government’s work-from-home 

legislation, the Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026, enshrining at long last 

the right to request flexible work arrangements for at least two days a week. I have to say when I am 

out in my local community, particularly in Melbourne’s west, the right to work from home at least two 

days a week is absolutely wonderful. If I am out doorknocking, I do not know what others here think, 

but one of the most embarrassing things can be on a Friday when someone very quickly opens the 

door, thinking it may be a parcel, and it is me, and they say, ‘Sorry, I’m on a Zoom meeting.’ 

 A member interjected. 

 Sarah CONNOLLY: It is the gift of Sarah. I am interrupting a Zoom meeting or a Teams meeting, 

and they are very quick to close the door and say, ‘I need to get back to work.’ But I have to say it 

shows me that people in Melbourne’s outer west are working from home. They love working from 

home. It reduces not only the cost of travel but also the time and the impact of travelling in Melbourne’s 

outer west into places like the city. Not only is there more time to do work and be more productive but 

there is a better work–life balance, and I think that is really meaningful for people in Melbourne’s 

outer west. So debating that bill this week is absolutely fantastic. I cannot wait to do that. 

We have also got the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, which is going to look at 

introducing a number of amendments that build upon our government’s 150-plus rental reforms – 

which is fantastic – as well as residential homes. We have got a jam-packed week, and I cannot wait 

to get on with it. 

 Nicole WERNER (Warrandyte) (12:50): I rise to oppose the government business program, and 

that is because the chaotic shambles of this government has been a moving feast all day. As to the four 

or five pieces of legislation that we are meant to be debating today, we would not know and they would 

not know, because they will not tell us. Just before the member for Brighton got up to speak another 

bill was put on the table. So here we are: another day under the Labor chaos reign. Here we are: another 

day, another unelected Premier. Victorians got no say again: they did not elect the member for Bendigo 

East, they did not elect the member for Niddrie and they sure as hell did not vote for $15 billion worth 

of corruption here with taxpayers money. 

 The SPEAKER: The Leader of the House has a point of order? 

 Anthony Carbines: Not at all. I just thought perhaps the member for Warrandyte might need some 

assistance to refer to the government business program in the midst of her contribution, but I will leave 

that to your judgement. 

 The SPEAKER: Members have strayed far and wide from the government business program, a 

little bit in each contribution. I remind members that this is a debate about the government business 

program. The member for Warrandyte to come back to the government business program. 

 Nicole WERNER: Again, that is why we are opposing the government business program today: 

because there is no certainty and no clarity from the government as to what is going on in the house. 

They decided we are going to talk about the electoral amendment bill. Actually, ‘No, we’re going to 

pull it.’ Actually, ‘We’re going to speak about it.’ Or maybe they will pull it; we do not know. We do 

not even know who the Premier is right now. We are still waiting for them to be signed in or go to 
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Government House. We are waiting, and we want to know what is happening – the chaos, minute by 

minute, this whole day as well as yesterday. And today in Parliament that is why we as the opposition 

are moving a vote of no confidence against the Premier who is being sworn in. That is why we are 

moving this vote of no confidence against the Premier, whoever the Premier is, whether it is the former 

Premier or the new Premier. This is the point: that all of these people are cut from the same corrupt 

cloth. They are cut from the same corrupt cloth, and the new incoming Premier has been at the former 

Premier’s side the entire time. 

 Anthony Carbines: Speaker, I renew my point of order with regard to the member for Warrandyte 

referring to and being relevant to the government business program in her contribution on these matters. 

 The SPEAKER: Come back to the government business program, member for Warrandyte. 

 Nicole WERNER: Again, this is why we are opposing the government business program, where 

they expect in the next two days – because we have this vote of no confidence that we actually moved 

before the winter recess, a good six weeks ago, to give them notice that we would be moving a vote 

of no confidence against the then Premier. That is the truth, and that is why we are opposing the 

government business program. 

 Anthony Carbines: On a point of order, I am sorry, Speaker, but other matters that may be orders 

of the day on the notice paper are not the business program. The business program is what we are 

debating. I have outlined to the house those bills, and I would appreciate it if the member for 

Warrandyte could speak to those matters. 

 The SPEAKER: Member for Warrandyte, the government business program is addressed in the 

paper, so I ask you to come back to the government business program. 

 Nicole WERNER: Again, this is why we are opposing the government business program: because 

of these four or five – and it is definitely five, because that is what they have told us – bills that we are 

meant to be debating in the next two days. All of a sudden they have got this heavy legislative agenda 

when in times past and all this year long they have had a light legislative agenda where they have had 

to defer to sledge motions in their government business time, where they have had to defer to sledge 

motions attacking the opposition instead of getting through the apparent legislative agenda that they 

have to get through. So today, when we move that vote of no confidence, it will eat up our time 

tomorrow for the five bills that the government – 

 Anthony Carbines: Speaker, I can only renew my point of order that the business program has 

been outlined. It covers five bills, and that is plenty for the member for Warrandyte to speak to. Other 

matters do not relate to the government business program. 

 The SPEAKER: Member for Warrandyte, come back to the government business program. 

 Nicole WERNER: That is why we are opposing this government business program, because we 

oppose wholeheartedly this government and the new Premier. 

 David Southwick: On a point of order, Speaker, I did not want to interrupt the member for 

Warrandyte, who was in full flight, but during her contribution the member for Wendouree, who might 

be trying out the Deputy Premier’s seat, was out of her seat and right the way through that contribution 

was interjecting out of her place. I ask for her to stop interjecting or move her seat and go where she 

should be seated. 

 The SPEAKER: All members should cease interjecting across the table, whether they are in their 

seats or not. 

Assembly divided on motion: 

Ayes (51): Juliana Addison, Colin Brooks, Josh Bull, Anthony Carbines, Anthony Cianflone, Sarah 

Connolly, Chris Couzens, Jordan Crugnale, Lily D’Ambrosio, Daniela De Martino, Steve 
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Dimopoulos, Paul Edbrooke, Eden Foster, Will Fowles, Matt Fregon, Ella George, Luba Grigorovitch, 

Bronwyn Halfpenny, Katie Hall, Paul Hamer, Martha Haylett, Mathew Hilakari, Melissa Horne, 

Natalie Hutchins, Lauren Kathage, Sonya Kilkenny, Nathan Lambert, John Lister, Gary Maas, Alison 

Marchant, Kathleen Matthews-Ward, Steve McGhie, Paul Mercurio, John Mullahy, Danny Pearson, 

Pauline Richards, Tim Richardson, Michaela Settle, Ros Spence, Nick Staikos, Natalie Suleyman, 

Meng Heang Tak, Jackson Taylor, Nina Taylor, Kat Theophanous, Mary-Anne Thomas, Emma 

Vulin, Iwan Walters, Vicki Ward, Dylan Wight, Belinda Wilson 

Noes (27): Brad Battin, Jade Benham, Roma Britnell, Tim Bull, Martin Cameron, Annabelle Cleeland, 

Chris Crewther, Wayne Farnham, Matthew Guy, David Hodgett, Emma Kealy, Anthony Marsh, Tim 

McCurdy, Cindy McLeish, James Newbury, Danny O’Brien, Michael O’Brien, Kim O’Keeffe, John 

Pesutto, Richard Riordan, David Southwick, Bridget Vallence, Peter Walsh, Kim Wells, Nicole 

Werner, Rachel Westaway, Jess Wilson 

Motion agreed to. 

Members statements 

Pitchface 

 Katie HALL (Footscray) (13:01): Today I would like to acknowledge an organisation that is not a 

cult; it is a choir. Congratulations to Pitchface, Melbourne’s very own inner-west choir, which was 

established by four friends who were mums at Footscray City Primary School. Eight years on the choir 

had an amazing event on Saturday night, where we broke the world record for the number of people 

together wearing double denim, which is of course Pitchface’s uniform. It was a magnificent night. 

The choir has gone from strength to strength. The choir has performed with Coldplay. The New York 

Times commented that only in Australia would you have a choir singing the national anthem at the 

Australian Open called Pitchface. They did an amazing job. On Saturday night it was incredible to see 

the Palais packed out with supporters of Pitchface, and I was delighted to be there with my family 

decked out in double denim to support these amazing women. The choir does so much for our 

community. For me personally, it is a space where I get to join some friends and have a sing. 

Congratulations, Pitchface. 

Crime 

 David SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (13:03): Shuffling the deckchairs on the Titanic does not stop a 

sinking ship. Just have a look at this rabble that call themselves a government. This is an end-of-days 

government that is so focused on itself and fighting itself rather than fighting things like crime, for law 

and order, and corruption. We see it every single day. In my electorate of Caulfield we have 

constituents that have a WhatsApp group that are calling out for the government to do something. We 

have a plan, unlike the government, which has no plan, to tackle crime – 3000 more police, so we can 

get police when we need them. This government wants to take 200 PSOs off our train stations at a 

time when we have a crime crisis. In my electorate of Caulfield we have Glen Huntly, Ormond, 

Elsternwick, Gardenvale and Ripponlea, all of which will have PSOs ripped off their train stations. 

This government could not care less when it comes to law and order because they are too busy fighting 

themselves. What a Wilson Liberal government will do is put 200 PSOs back on the platforms at Glen 

Huntly, Ormond, Elsternwick and Gardenvale. 

 Members interjecting.  

 David SOUTHWICK: I have obviously hit a nerve with the government, which is so inwardly 

focused. We will tackle crime, we will tackle law and order and we will put 3000 police back, and 

instead of fighting ourselves and fighting for our own jobs – because this government could not give 

a toss – we will ensure we will fight for all Victorians, because that is what Victorians expect, not a 

corrupt lot like you. 
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Nyaal Banyul Geelong Convention and Event Centre 

 Chris COUZENS (Geelong) (13:05): The recent opening of Nyaal Banyul Convention and Event 

Centre is a game changer for the Geelong region. Nyaal Banyul belongs to the people of Geelong to 

share with the rest of the world, all delivered by a Labor government. Nyaal Banyul is underpinned 

by a partnership in design and delivery with First Peoples. I want to thank and acknowledge the work 

of Corrina Eccles, a Wadawurrung woman, for sharing Wadawurrung culture and language. In 

Wadawurrung language Nyaal Banyul means ‘eyes to the hills’, because you can look out the window 

and over the magnificent bay to see those hills. The building design, the design and colours of the 

carpets and the artworks around the building, both inside and out, reflect and acknowledge country 

and the First Peoples culture of the Wadawurrung peoples. Wadawurrung country has come through 

its peoples to bring warmth and a sense of belonging at Nyaal Banyul. For over 65,000 years this 

location has always been a special place: a home, a supermarket, a place of ceremony for 

Wadawurrung people. It is now part of our shared history – a privilege for all of us to enjoy. Many 

events have occurred so far in the past few weeks, including the Barwon Health Foundation Gala Ball, 

which was attended by 1100 people, and the NAIDOC ball, which had over 500 people, when usually 

the centre can only take 350 people. 

Road maintenance 

 Emma KEALY (Lowan) (13:06): While Labor are only focused on fighting each other, the 

Nationals and Liberals are in here fighting for the Victorians who want a change – who want a fresh 

start for Victoria. The first thing that people in regional Victoria want is to make sure they get a fair 

investment in our rural and regional roads that are simply falling apart under Labor. Yet again we have 

seen the community rise in frustration around the condition of the Big Dipper on the Coleraine-

Edenhope Road. This is a road which has been in a terrible condition for years and years. In fact many 

moons ago I actually read a letter from young George, who was a student who was concerned about 

the condition of this road as he bounced along on his way to school in the bus each and every day. 

This road is in a horrendous condition at the moment, and I urge the Labor government to make sure 

they fix our roads and make them safe. It is not fair that our people are putting their lives on the line 

because Labor will not invest in our road asset management program. Instead, if you contrast that with 

the Nationals and the Liberals, we have committed $5 billion to fix our roads and make them safe. 

This is the fresh start that Victorians want and Victorians need. This will give us the funds we need to 

fix our roads. Whether it is smaller roads like the Coleraine-Edenhope Road or our major highways 

like the Henty, Wimmera, Glenelg, Hamilton and Western highways, the Nationals will do it. 

Laverton electorate 

 Sarah CONNOLLY (Laverton) (13:08): Last week I am very pleased to say we hosted the eighth 

listening tour that we have held across the Laverton electorate. Over the last year I have done lots of 

these listening tours right across my electorate, suburb by suburb – community forums where folks 

can come down, meet me as their local MP and talk to me about the issues that matter to them. Indeed 

we have ramped them up across the last couple of months, with listening tours in Laverton, Sunshine 

West, Ardeer, Albion and Braybrook, and just last week Truganina was number eight on that list. It 

was great to sit down and talk with those who attended and have real conversations. For so many 

people who attend these, it is a great opportunity to talk with their neighbours and member of 

Parliament. There are conversations about the cost of living, transport, buses, roads, our schools, 

community safety, young people and opportunities – everything from projects that are getting our 

community moving to even the most niche local issues you can imagine. It is all up for discussion 

during these listening tours. And of course every time I hold these listening tours I learn something 

new as well about our local community: about the people who live there, about their hopes and their 

aspirations for our suburbs. These are fantastic discussions and are what being a local member of 

Parliament is all about. I do want to give a big shout-out to the team at Truganina Thunder Football 

Club, particularly Nick, for hosting me again. I am pleased to say that we are not slowing down any 

time soon. I cannot wait to get to Sunshine. 
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Community safety 

 Brad BATTIN (Berwick) (13:09): For 36 days the Leader of the Liberal Party, the member for 

Kew, has been travelling around Victoria to 88 seats, visiting electorates and speaking to people about 

the real issues on the ground: the crime crisis that is happening across the state, the potholes and the 

police stations that are shut. At the same time in those 36 days the government – the Victorian Labor 

Party – have been calling around to get numbers to roll the Premier here in Victoria, and tearing 

themselves apart. What Victoria needs is a fresh start. They need to make sure they have got a 

government that is committed to ensuring community safety, and the way to do that is to recruit 

3000 Victorian police and get them on the beat. To get 200 PSOs – 

 A member: How? 

 Brad BATTIN: I know I should not take up the interjection, but I got asked how. There are 

4000 applications currently waiting to go through the academy right at the moment. Maybe if they 

spoke to the Minister for Police, they could understand on that side that they cut the recruitment 

process from 12 to three to slow it down and to save money – just to save money. That is because this 

government was more worried about numbers inside the party room than numbers on the beat 

protecting communities. We know that the only way to make change is to change government, to give 

Victorians a fresh start, so places like Casey, which has had double-figure increases in crime 

continuously, can get the police at Clyde North police station. Only a Wilson government will keep 

people safe. 

Filipino Australian Association of Ballarat Inc 

 Juliana ADDISON (Wendouree) (13:11): Congratulations to the Ballarat Filipino community on 

the 35th anniversary of the Filipino Australian Association of Ballarat Inc. FAABI’s success reflects 

the generosity, the dedication and the service of its members over many decades. It was a pleasure to 

join with members, friends and supporters from across Ballarat and Victoria to celebrate the significant 

contribution FAABI has made in strengthening multiculturalism in my community of Ballarat. 

Damascus College 

 Juliana ADDISON (Wendouree) (13:11): What a stellar performance by Damascus College 

performing arts students in their production of George Orwell’s Animal Farm. I loved the show. 

Congratulations to the immensely talented cast and ensemble, director Andrew Seeary, the creative 

team, the technical crew and the set builders. It is so important that we continue to keep hope alive. 

Federation University Commerce Ballarat Business Excellence Awards 

 Juliana ADDISON (Wendouree) (13:12): Congratulations to all nominees and finalists in the 2026 

Federation University Commerce Ballarat Business Excellence Awards. From accessibility and 

inclusion, customer service and ethical business practices to creative industries, hospitality, retail, 

health, trade and professional services, these finalists represent the diversity, innovation and dedication 

of Ballarat’s business community. Thank you for the remarkable contribution you make to our city 

and best wishes for the upcoming awards. 

Australian Ballet 

 Juliana ADDISON (Wendouree) (13:12): It was wonderful to welcome the Australian Ballet On 

Tour to Ballarat on the weekend. The program showcased a stunning bill of contemporary favourites. 

I particularly loved seeing Thomas Stevens from Ballarat perform. 

Crime 

 Bridget VALLENCE (Evelyn) (13:12): Criminal offending is at an all-time high under the Labor 

government. Genuine ‘adult crime, adult time’ laws are what Victorians are calling for and are what 

Victorians deserve to have safer communities. If you break bail, you should face jail. Victoria is in a 

crime crisis under the Labor government. Labor has let organised crime infiltrate government Big 
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Build projects, costing through corruption at least $15 billion, and the government is refusing to hold 

a royal commission to follow the money and stop the rorts. Organised crime is now recruiting children 

to commit home invasions and firebombings, and machete attacks are still occurring. Young people 

have died. It is heartbreaking. People in my community are worried about their safety on the street and 

in their homes. Police are doing amazing work in difficult conditions, but the system is broken. Labor’s 

weak laws and revolving door bail system are putting dangerous offenders back on the street and 

continuing the cycle of crime. Criminal offending is at an all-time high under this Labor government. 

It is a disgrace. With a crime committed every 50 seconds in Victoria, our community deserves tougher 

bail and sentencing laws, thousands more police and investment in crime prevention initiatives. A 

strict one-strike bail rule that covers more crimes like burglary, arson, assault and attempted murder 

makes sense – serious consequences must prevail. 

Mulgrave electorate community events 

 Eden FOSTER (Mulgrave) (13:14): I rise to share recent highlights from the vibrant multicultural 

community that defines my electorate of Mulgrave and our state. I had the honour of attending the 

19th executive council inauguration of the Fujian Association of Victoria. Established in 1994, the 

association brings together Fujianese Australians spanning generations and continents, from China 

and Malaysia to Vietnam and Singapore. I wish to congratulate Mr Jimmy Li on his appointment as 

president. 

I also had the privilege of attending the Pakistani mango and multicultural food festival at Sandown 

racecourse in my electorate. While the world-class mangoes were a hit, the event was fundamentally 

about family, friendship and celebrating the Pakistani community. My sincere thanks to the Consulate 

General of Pakistan and the festival committee. 

I had the privilege also of speaking at the Professor CJ Eliezer Memorial Lecture at the Victorian 

Tamil Community Centre over the weekend. Addressing the critical theme of family wellbeing and 

community safety, I spoke about the urgent national femicide crisis and the distinct barriers 

multicultural communities face in seeking support. This Labor government led the nation by calling 

for and implementing all 227 recommendations of the historic Royal Commission into Family 

Violence. As leaders, we must firmly reject harmful rhetoric, such as recent comments by the federal 

One Nation leader suggesting family violence is a two-way street. This minimises gender-based 

violence and deters victim-survivors from seeking safety. 

State election 

 Jade BENHAM (Mildura) (13:15): What an extraordinary day in Victoria. I am not sure how I did 

it, but I put out a media release on the Consumer Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, which is on the 

program this week, and the entire Labor Party imploded. So you are welcome, Victoria. It is an 

extraordinary day, but let us be honest. Just changing the face does not change the problems that 

Victoria faces. After another unelected 2IC – we see how well Dan’s 2IC has worked out – it is the 

same corrupt Labor government that Victorians are sick of. What we need is a fresh start. We had an 

opportunity – we might still have an opportunity – for an early election, although I do not think they 

even know what is going on on their side. But what we need is a fresh start, and the Liberals and the 

Nationals are the only ones that are committed to a fresh start come November and to giving regional 

Victorians their fair share. That fair share includes the upgrades that Mildura has been calling on for 

so long now and that the Labor government have failed to deliver: $180 million in upgrades that will 

actually fix the problems with patient flows. We are the only ones that will deliver for regional 

Victorians. 

Werribee electorate community 

 John LISTER (Werribee) (13:17): Over the parliamentary break I have been out and about 

listening to my community. In addition to knocking on hundreds of doors across Mambourin, 

Werribee, Wyndham Vale and Manor Lakes, I held a series of fireside chats in community centres to 
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hear directly from constituents. Topics varied from bus services to police response, from hospital care 

to infrastructure. What came out of these discussions is that people are seeing investment on the ground 

across my electorate but they want to make sure it is making an impact. What these chats demonstrate 

is that our community is looking to work together on solutions. They do not want to be divided by 

those who want to use our challenges for political pointscoring. In the past these conversations have 

achieved results, from new bus routes in Riverwalk and King’s Leigh to a new high school in 

Wyndham Vale. Thank you to all those people for coming along and to the dozens of residents who 

submitted their questions online. 

Corpus Netball Club 

 John LISTER (Werribee) (13:18): I want to thank Corpus Netball for inviting me along to training 

to see the new equipment purchased through the Labor government’s sporting club grants program. 

This funding has gone so far in helping our local sports clubs reduce the cost of participating for 

families across my electorate. Labor has backed our local kids and up-and-coming athletes, from 

opening up more school facilities in the western suburbs for sport to our Get Active Kids voucher 

program. Sporting club grants are open again, so I would encourage local teams to apply and speak to 

my office if they need support. 

Country Fire Authority Wyndham Vale station 

 John LISTER (Werribee) (13:18): Finally, I would like to thank the Wyndham Vale brigade for 

inviting me along to the official opening of their new station. I would also like to congratulate Francis 

Ludeman for the naming of the new tanker and for all his work. 

Data centres 

 Ellen SANDELL (Melbourne) (13:18): AI data centres are the great big gas rip-off 2.0. For 

decades we have let fossil fuel giants rip up our land and our oceans, make trillions shipping our gas 

overseas and pay next to nothing in tax. Other countries do not let this happen. Countries like Norway 

tax fossil fuel profits at higher rates and then put that money back into schools and hospitals for their 

people. But not Australia – no, we virtually give our gas away to an industry that employs fewer people 

than Bunnings. Now the Labor government is about to repeat this exact same playbook, but this time 

with AI data centres. Victorian Labor is rolling out the red carpet for these data centres, but what that 

means is that we gift these overseas tech companies, these giants, our water, our energy and our land 

that is meant for housing. And what do we get in return? Very little. Data centres create barely any 

jobs post construction, they pay next to no tax and they send their profits offshore. Right now data 

centres are allowed to drain our water and our energy grids, pushing up energy bills and building diesel 

and gas generators rather than adding to our renewable energy supply. It is communities who are the 

ones who suffer. In West Footscray families are living with fumes from petrol generators, constant 

power outages and humming noises. It is unacceptable. 

Peninsula University Hospital 

 Tim RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (13:20): Recently we acknowledged six months of the 

Peninsula University Hospital, formerly known as the Frankston Hospital, and it was amazing to hear 

of all of the support for our health workers and our midwives, who have done an extraordinary job in 

bringing this place together. Of course it was Labor that invested and committed to this hospital, and 

to see what it has achieved, the bubbies that have been born, and to meet twins that came out of that 

amazing facility was outstanding. It is a credit to the former Minister for Health, who was an 

outstanding champion of it, the Minister for Health in the other place and the former Premier of 

Victoria, who has been an outstanding leader in health. We see that 12 hospitals have been delivered 

because Labor invests in health each and every day. It is why we have got 17,000 more nurses and 

midwives. Remember, those opposite gave the middle finger to nurses during their industrial relations 

agreement – that is the form that those opposite have – and the Leader of the Opposition, the member 

for Kew, on Steve Price’s program said that cuts will be made to education and health. It was as honest 
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as the moment a shadow finance minister told the world and then committed to $40 billion in cuts and 

one in seven public service workers being wound back. Labor will invest in health and our nurses and 

midwives, while those opposite under a One Nation–Liberal coalition will tear health to pieces and 

make nurses and midwives redundant in the state of Victoria. 

Victoria Day Awards 

 Kim WELLS (Rowville) (13:21): I rise to congratulate the Rowville electorate winners of the 2026 

Victoria Day Awards, which I co-hosted alongside Max Williams, the Liberal candidate for Rowville, 

on 1 July at Polish House Syrena. These 44 local heroes served with pride, delivering meals, 

supporting clubs and caring for the vulnerable. While time prevents me from naming each individual, 

today we celebrate the incredible organisations that nominated them. From sport, we thank Scoresby 

and Wantirna South footy clubs, Lysterfield junior footy, Rowville, Lysterfield and Wantirna South 

cricket clubs, Rowville Rockets basketball, Knox Churches soccer, Lysterfield netball, Scoresby 

tennis, Knox Obedience Dog Club and Knox Radio Controlled Off Road Car Club. From community 

care and faith, we honour Rowville–Lysterfield Rotary, Rowville Lions, Rowville Men’s Shed, 

Waverley RSL, Knox woodworkers, Melbourne Steam Traction Engine Club, Feed One Feed All, 

Share Space, the Bruce Wong Foundation, Rowville Baptist Cares, Spring of Life Christian Ministry, 

Sant Nirankari Mission, Eastern District Polish Association, the Polish seniors club and Knox Chinese 

elderly citizens. From education and media, we recognise Waverley Christian College, Karoo and 

Darrang primary schools and the Rowville–Lysterfield Community News. These winners strengthen 

our electorate every day, and we thank them deeply for making the Rowville electorate a wonderful 

place to live. 

Albert Park electorate road safety 

 Nina TAYLOR (Albert Park) (13:23): Hooning I know certainly drives locals in my area crazy 

and certainly those in many other parts of the state. It is not exclusive, I should say, to our state; it is 

across the country and globally. But I have been very committed to driving outcomes and doing 

everything I can to curb this unlawful driving, because it really is very destructive to amenity and can 

be dangerous as well. So I am really pleased to see that we have had a milestone in terms of moving 

the acoustic camera trial forward. Now very important partnerships have been formed with the City 

of Port Phillip, the City of Stonnington, the City of Knox and the City of Casey, and this will be rolled 

out later this year. I first of all want to thank Mr Dimopoulos, because when he was Minister for 

Environment he did agree to anchor the funding for this trial, and Minister Erdogan, who is now 

carrying that funding and the trial on, and also the EPA. They are a key player in this space, because 

we are talking about that horrendous noise, let alone the erratic and unlawful driving, which really 

does not belong on suburban roads, thank you very much. It is very selfish and self-absorbed, which 

is why we are doing everything we can as a government to tackle this. This is an additional tool to 

what Victoria Police do day in, day out, every day for us all to keep us safe. 

Jan Juc early childhood education and care 

 Richard RIORDAN (Polwarth) (13:24): I wish to bring to the house’s attention the meeting that 

I hosted with some Jan Juc parents at the local Jan Juc kinder. It has been brought to my attention that 

the priority access arrangements that are in place for three- and four-year-old kinder are really quite 

discriminatory against many families in my Jan Juc community. Quite simply, families that enrol in 

three-year-old kinder quite rightly expect that they can enrol their children in four-year-old kinder. But 

not under this current government are you guaranteed that, and in fact even living locally does not 

guarantee you access to your local kinder. This has caused great consternation, with over 20 families 

receiving letters that their three-year-old children will not be able to go to their local kinder when they 

are four years old. It is important that those families know that I will be raising it not only here with 

the government but also at the local council level. 
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Winchelsea Primary School 

 Richard RIORDAN (Polwarth) (13:25): I also want to bring to the house’s attention the parlous 

state of Winchelsea Primary School. Unfortunately, the hardworking parents group at Winchelsea 

Primary received a letter from the then Minister for Education. The now Premier, Mr Carroll, wrote 

to them. Their responses they have sent through, and I just want to make sure that the now Premier 

has got the key notes from that response. They found his responses to their poor school condition 

deeply disappointing. 

Point Cook Homestead 

 Mathew HILAKARI (Point Cook) (13:26): When I arrived at a community forum recently, they 

said, ‘Why didn’t you bring champagne, Mat?’ But I had brought something so much better: 

$1.2 million for the homestead, for restoration and improvement. A much-loved place, it is as old as 

the Parliament of Victoria. It was built by the Chirnsides, and we are unlocking the gates because that 

will get people to the homestead and to the beach. We are securing the site because it needs securing. 

We want to protect our wonderful heritage across our community. We are opening up the homestead 

with electricity, lights, heating and internet to make sure our community groups can work from there. 

We are cleaning up the site, and we are restoring the gardens with our wonderful Coastcare and other 

organisations. A big shout-out to Parks Victoria, Marine Care Point Cooke, NatureWest and so many 

more who have been engaged in this. We are opening up those wonderful community spaces again. 

With the weddings in our community that people speak of at the site, their family picnics and their 

enjoyment, it is so meaningful that we are delivering these funds. They will not do everything, but 

they will get that site going again. I am so pleased. Thank you, Minister Erdogan from the other place, 

for delivering that. 

Point Cook electorate ministerial visit 

 Mathew HILAKARI (Point Cook) (13:27): Bill Hunt and Avington residents met with the 

Minister for Consumer Affairs recently around the deferred management charge, special rent increases 

and embedded networks. Thank you so much to everyone who turned up. We had a wonderful forum. 

Thank you for all your advice. 

Cranbourne West Primary School 

 Pauline RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (13:28): Cranbourne West Primary School is amazing. 

Andrew Bergmeier as the principal leads a team of educators, school support staff and office and 

administrative crew, including the iconic Sharon Start, whose commitment to the school and broader 

community is second to none. That sets our community apart. Today I would like to acknowledge the 

work of the human-powered vehicle team. When teacher Chris McGowan first started talking about 

the importance of this work, I have to admit I did not fully grasp what was involved. I understood it 

mattered to the students and mattered to the teachers and they were passionate about the program, but 

I still did not fully get it. So I watched some videos and some features, and I started to get the idea. I 

started to ask some more questions and speak to locals, and then I really started to understand. I was 

invited to go and watch the teams, including our very own Cranbourne West Primary School, 

participate in a statewide competition at Casey Fields, and then the penny dropped. Those teachers, 

students, families and carers really know what matters. The tenacity, resilience and confidence inspired 

by the human-powered vehicle team is inspiring, and I would also like to acknowledge and thank the 

sponsors of this program. We recently received a letter from Yenundi, a student at Cranbourne West 

Primary School who participates in the human-powered vehicle program. She has asked the Minister 

for Energy and Resources, Minister for Climate Action and Minister for the State Electricity 

Commission to read her letter. I cannot wait to visit. 

Labor Party leadership 

 Anthony CIANFLONE (Pascoe Vale) (13:29): I would like to congratulate the new Leader of the 

Parliamentary Labor Party, the member for Niddrie, and the new deputy leader, the member for 
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Dandenong, on their elevation to the leadership as the Premier and Deputy Premier of the Victorian 

government respectively. I look forward to working with them as part of a Victorian Labor 

government that continues to deliver for all Victorians and my community of Pascoe Vale, Coburg 

and Brunswick West when it comes to delivering real action on the things that matter around cost of 

living, education, health, transport, social justice and community safety – all the things the Liberals 

stand against and would cut. In doing so, I acknowledge the outgoing Premier, the member for 

Bendigo East, for her leadership and 27 years of ongoing service to Victoria and our community. 

Community safety 

 Anthony CIANFLONE (Pascoe Vale) (13:30): As Parliamentary Secretary for Community 

Safety I have continued to be out and about supporting justice ministers and the work of the violence 

reduction unit and listening to local communities. On Thursday 23 July I was pleased to be at the VRU 

forum in Geelong. The regional forum brought together 100 service providers and community 

members to talk about the place-based solutions taking place there. I commend the members for Lara, 

Geelong and Bellarine for their efforts in bringing together that forum. 

On Friday 24 July I was pleased to be part of the community safety round table in Ballarat, in 

Sebastopol, with the member for Wendouree and 20-plus local residents discussing opportunities 

around crime prevention and community safety in Ballarat. On Wednesday 24 June we held round 

tables in Werribee at Odyssey house and Foundation House with the member for Werribee. These 

forums are helping guide the work of the VRU, which has been provided with $30 million-plus to 

consider and progress these important early intervention reforms. 

Mornington Peninsula bus services 

 Paul MERCURIO (Hastings) (13:31): I am very, very happy to rise quickly and say that the 

886 bus from Hastings going through Tyabb to Mornington has finally hit the road. The rubber has hit 

the road. It started on 5 July. It is something that I spoke about when I was running for election in 

2022, and I am very grateful to the previous two transport ministers, who supported the bus and gave 

us the money to make it happen. People are going to be very, very excited about that. 

Committee for Frankston and Mornington Peninsula 

 Paul MERCURIO (Hastings) (13:31): I also say thank you to the Committee for Frankston and 

Mornington Peninsula for their work on the gambling reform bills. 

Motions 

No confidence in government 

 The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have a message from the Speaker before I call the Leader of the 

Opposition. The Speaker reminds all members of the rules and practices of the house that apply during 

the conduct of debate and in particular the application of standing order 118. A no-confidence motion 

does not provide members with an opportunity to make imputations of improper motives or personal 

reflections on other members. On a personal note, since you have been missing me, I am now a year 

older. I may be grumpier. 

 Jess WILSON (Kew – Leader of the Opposition) (13:32): I move: 

That the Premier and the other ministers of state for the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of 

this house. 

This motion has never been more needed. This motion will give the people of Victoria an early 

election, and never have we needed a new government more than we do today. Labor is in chaos. This 

government is in meltdown. This government is a rabble. They are bitterly divided. They are divided, 

they are desperate and they are dishonest. These people are not capable of delivering a fresh start for 

Victoria. They cannot run themselves. They cannot run the government. They have just spent the 

morning yelling at each other in caucus, shouting so loud that journalists could hear it through the 
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walls. They are a rabble. That is not a functional government. This is not a government that actually 

cares about the Victorian people. This is a government that cares more about its own future than the 

future of Victoria. 

I notice the same old faces are still there; they have just been slightly rearranged – rearranged like 

deckchairs on a particular ship, one might say. Do not be fooled. It is still the same old government, 

the same problems, the same rotten, corrupt core and the same betrayal of trust and debasement of the 

office of a minister of state. This government is an embarrassment to the Victorian people. The new 

Premier does not inherit a mandate. He inherits a party that just proved it cannot govern itself, let alone 

the state. 

This is not a change of leadership; it is a government in freefall, in sheer panic. It is a government 

eating one of its own. Just like Jacinta was Dan’s deputy, now we have Deputy Ben taking over. The 

right-hand man of the former Premier is now the Premier; her partner in crime is now in charge of the 

crime syndicate. That is not change; that is just more of the same – a different leader, sure, but the 

same corruption, same crime, same debt, same waste, same potholes, same failed services and same 

old Labor. 

It does not matter who is at the head of this government. The accumulated conduct of every member 

of this Labor government demonstrates that it no longer possesses the integrity, the moral authority or 

the competence necessary to govern. This is not simply a government whose policies we oppose; it is 

a government that after 12 long years no longer has the moral authority to govern this state. And do 

not for one second think that this leadership change is about anything other than protecting Labor. It 

is not contrition, a recognition of failures or a promise to do better, it is about protecting Labor and 

Labor mates. The caucus did what they needed to do to preserve their own political power. They have 

discarded one of their own because she became a liability to their authority. Make no mistake, they 

knifed her to protect themselves, not because they want to do better. They have not changed leaders 

because they want change, they just want political cover to do more of the same. In his first message 

to Victorians the new Premier said that he challenged the outgoing Premier because of the polling – 

not because he believed in something or that he wants to fix this state but because he wants to save the 

Labor Party and their mates. He is about politics, not the Victorian people. Where was he when 

decisions were made about reducing crime, about debt, about interest, about the corruption that is 

engulfing this state? He is a weak new Premier who is only interested in saving Labor and his mates. 

Let me make mention of our newest Premier for a moment, Labor’s third Premier and their second 

unelected one in this term. Those opposite are praying he will save them from the judgement of 

Victorians in November. Well, I say to those opposite: pray harder. His ministerial record speaks for 

itself. If the new Premier could not run the VCE exams, he cannot possibly run this state. As Deputy 

Premier and a long-serving minister, he was at the heart of every decision of this government. He has 

served as Minister for Public Transport and minister for roads, key infrastructure portfolios from which 

$15 billion was rorted under his watch. Make no mistake: he is complicit in $15 billion walking out 

the door. He is not just a participant, he is an architect – an architect of the system that allowed Labor’s 

political interests and political allies to be prioritised over the Victorian people. 

But there is more to his ministerial career than just corruption and misconduct. There is the 

incompetence too – Ben’s bungles and blunders. He oversaw two consecutive years of VCE exam 

errors that jeopardised the results of tens of thousands of students. Exam integrity is not just a 

bureaucratic nicety; it is what guarantees that every student’s result reflects their own work. Ben’s 

bungling undermined the confidence of students in their results and undermined the integrity of the 

exam process more broadly. This is a Premier who cannot be trusted with the little things, let alone the 

big things, like running this state. 

And what about the condition of our schools, our crumbling schools? The Premier actually took me 

to VCAT to block a freedom-of-information request I lodged to make the government’s secret school 

condition report available to the public. The Premier and his then department paid a silk to represent 
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them at VCAT all day, all to prevent the Victorian people from understanding just how bad things 

have gotten under Labor at our schools. Finally, after a two-year legal battle, the minister released the 

report to a newspaper and confirmed that one in five schools are in a poor condition under his watch. 

If the Premier spent as much time working with teachers to come to an agreement as he has counting 

numbers over recent weeks in caucus, perhaps our teachers would have a fair pay deal by now, but we 

have tens of thousands of teachers on our streets striking because the new Premier cannot sit down 

and negotiate a fair pay deal. 

Again, this Premier is just not up to it. He just cannot help it, bungling and blundering his way through 

his ministries. But that is not the worst part. Incompetence is one thing, but malice and duplicity are 

another. Just weeks ago this man stood behind the former Premier, looked her in the eye and said that 

she had his support, that he would be proud to keep serving her and to see her re-elected in November. 

He invoked his own daughter in doing so. That is contemptible behaviour. This is a man whose 

integrity and trust are in tatters before he has even sat in that chair as the new Premier. This is not a 

man who can give Victorians a fresh start. This is a man who can only dish up more of the same, 

because he is the same. He is not just complicit in the previous Premier’s failings; he is an architect of 

them. He sat next to her as those decisions were being made. 

Those opposite are coming into this place today to no doubt speak against this motion. But just a few 

hours ago the majority of them were preparing to vote for a motion of no confidence in the former 

Premier. They were happy to vote for the motion to roll the member for Bendigo East in their caucus 

room behind closed doors. They were up all night calling journalists, telling them that they did not 

have confidence in this government. But when it comes to this place – the one place where they should 

be honest, where they should accept responsibility and accountability – they are in hiding again. They 

will come in here to tell this house that they still have confidence in this government. I ask those 

opposite: what has changed in these few hours? What has changed in the past hours that has suddenly 

restored your confidence in the government? Is it because you replaced the former Premier with her 

partner in crime? Do they genuinely believe that all the problems of the last 12 years are over because 

they played musical chairs around the cabinet table? 

Public trust in this government has been broken beyond repair. It does not matter who sits in the 

Premier’s chair. Victorians know that this government no longer governs for them. For 12 years this 

government has been defined by two things: first, its instinct to protect itself and its mates at all costs; 

and second, its repeated prioritisation of its own best interests and the best interests of its mates at the 

expense of the best interests of Victorians. This self-preservation above all else has destroyed integrity, 

removed any discipline from public spending and diverted resources from the core responsibilities of 

government. The consequences are now visible everywhere across this state and are felt by every 

single Victorian. 

This is Labor’s legacy: corruption and criminal infiltration across taxpayer-funded projects, blowouts 

measured in the tens of billions of dollars, record debt and taxes while Victorians struggle to manage 

their own household budgets due to cost-of-living pressures, fewer police when communities need 

them, closed police stations, train stations with PSOs stripped from them, bail laws weakened, an 

unprecedented youth crime crisis, Victorians waiting longer for ambulances than they did a decade 

ago, patients waiting too long for the surgery they need and new home build completion rates at an 

11-year low. And the roads – Victoria’s crumbling roads are the greatest sign of our decline under 

Labor. It does not matter where you go; the state of our roads points to a far deeper malaise than just 

a government that cannot get the basics right. 

It goes to a government that is content to let this great state deteriorate – a government that no longer 

has pride in Victoria, that no longer believes in the promise of Victoria, a government indifferent to 

the challenges and pain of its people, content to let our state slip away into rack and ruin. It does not 

matter who leads this government. This is a government disinterested in self-reflection or contrition. 

Even today, even with the new arrangement of the same old faces, the Labor Party do not have the 
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guts to admit the depth and breadth of their failures. This government has forfeited its moral authority 

to govern. 

Nowhere is this forfeiture more apparent than in the crisis engulfing Labor’s Big Build. The previous 

two premiers did not create the system on their own. There were many architects of the Big Build, and 

they are all still on the government benches. The new Premier may try to pretend he had nothing to do 

with Labor’s corruption, but he stood at its centre. He has been at the cabinet table directing its 

expansion, ignoring the costs exploding time and time again and turning a blind eye to union 

misconduct, intimidation and criminal infiltration. The Big Build is the creation of this government, 

and the new Premier now owns its legacy. He sat at the same cabinet table as Premier Allan and 

Premier Andrews signing off on the system that enabled CFMEU corruption and misconduct on the 

Big Build. He sat around the cabinet table while $15 billion was siphoned into the pockets of bikies 

and organised crime. 

I want to take a minute here to pause and recognise the critical work of investigative journalist Nick 

McKenzie in exposing the breadth and depth of corruption under this government. It was his work in 

the Nine masthead papers that first tore back the curtain on organised crime’s infiltration of Victoria’s 

Big Build, exposing years of rorts, standover tactics and taxpayer-funded corruption that this 

government had either ignored or covered up. 

The depth and breadth of the misconduct on this government’s Big Build sites can be hard to 

comprehend in totality, so let me share with you just a few of the revealing case studies. There is the 

story of Women in Construction, belatedly deregistered by the new Deputy Premier and the Labour 

Hire Authority only after reporting in the Age revealed their misconduct. Women in Construction 

secured many substantial taxpayer-funded contracts, despite the fact it was owned by a serial, male, 

domestic violence abuser and another man accused of family violence and convicted of drug 

trafficking. The government was warned in writing that the CFMEU was forcing Big Build contractors 

to use the firm. The firm was more expensive and had morally dubious ownership. Why that firm? 

Because it has close links to the CFMEU. We are seeing that the CFMEU was able to exert a 

significant influence, if not outright control, over who got to work on taxpayer-funded sites. What 

these case studies show is that the Labor government outsourced procurement processes for work on 

taxpayer-funded sites to the CFMEU. 

The Gap Road project in Sunbury is perhaps the most damning case that illustrates that not only were 

this government complicit in the corruption and misconduct, they enabled it. The Age reports that in 

2022 officials in this government told the consortium that Labor wanted them to cut a deal with the 

CFMEU. The CFMEU deal, struck after the intervention of this government while John Setka was 

still secretary, enabled the CFMEU to do two things. First, it allowed the CFMEU to install their own 

union bosses in salaried positions on the project – salaries funded by the taxpayer. Second, it allowed 

the CFMEU to appoint its favoured labour hire company on the project – a company that was forced 

this month to cut a deal with police to avoid a criminal conviction, a company that has pleaded guilty 

to falsifying paperwork connected to cash withdrawals that the Age reports police suspect may have 

been used as bribes. 

If the misconduct and the blowouts are not bad enough, we see this government shelling out millions 

more in hush money to cover up their blowouts. Just last week we heard Labor authorised an 

$837 million taxpayer payment to a Big Build consortium. The reason for this payment – because the 

consortium threatened to make public its claims that this government had forced it to cave in to 

CFMEU demands, costing taxpayers millions upon millions of dollars. 

These are just a few of the stories from the Big Build, but they go to the heart of this government’s 

betrayal of trust placed in them by Victorians. We trusted them to collect and expend public money in 

the public interest. They have failed; they have broken faith with the Victorian people. But the betrayal 

itself is only part of the story. Expending public money for the private gain of its mates and its allies 

is a moral failing. This government is morally bankrupt – that much is clear – but it is also very close 
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to being actually bankrupt, and that has consequences for Victorians too. Debt is now so high it is 

almost incomprehensible. It is not an accident that Victoria has the highest debt and the highest taxes 

in the nation. These are the natural consequences of a government which prioritises its own interests 

over the interests of Victorians. But it is not just our kids and our grandkids – the taxpayers of 

tomorrow – that will pay for Labor’s moral failings; it is Victorians today who are already paying the 

price. Every single dollar lost to corruption, misconduct and blowouts is a dollar that cannot fund 

police, ambulances, hospital beds, road repairs, schools or kinders. Every single dollar that is spent on 

corruption is not being spent on the things Victorians need and deserve. The government have 

funnelled 15 billion of those dollars out the door on corruption they let flourish, on misconduct they 

endorsed and blowouts they did not care to rein in. 

The connection between the Big Build integrity crisis and the decline of core services is direct. It is 

irrefutable, unmistakeable. Because of Labor corruption we cannot fill our police shifts. Because of 

Labor corruption more than 40 police stations have had their hours reduced. Because of Labor 

corruption PSOs have been taken off our train stations. Because of Labor corruption Victorians no 

longer feel safe in their homes, in their businesses, in their streets and communities. Because of Labor 

corruption it takes longer to get an ambulance today than it did a decade ago. Because of Labor 

corruption the Premier cannot sign a pay deal with our teachers. Because of Labor corruption our 

schools are the lowest funded in the country. Because of Labor corruption new home build completion 

rates are at an 11-year low. Because of Labor corruption we now spend more on Labor’s interest than 

on Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria and kindergarten services combined. Because of Labor 

corruption our roads are quite literally falling apart. Our crumbling roads are the sign of decline under 

this Labor government. This is a government, as I said, that is content to let this state deteriorate. It is 

a government that consistently continues to place its political interests and the interests of its political 

allies ahead of the services that Victorians rely on every single day. 

The Big Build corruption crisis might be the most obvious symptom of Labor’s integrity deficit, but it 

is evident in other areas too, like just how wasteful this government is in how little respect they show 

for taxpayers money. And when you lose respect for taxpayers money, you lose respect for the 

taxpayers – for the people. That lack of respect is at the very heart of this government. They do not 

respect the people who put them here – who sent them to this place. They think nothing of promising 

to deliver the Commonwealth Games before an election, then spending $589 million to cancel it. They 

think nothing of spending $13 million on machete bins, almost $200,000 on indoor pot plants for the 

Suburban Rail Loop Authority, Victorian government agencies being busted putting the bill at bougie 

restaurants on the departmental credit card or $30,000 to replace Metro Tunnel plaques because the 

previous Premier was not happy that her honorifics had been left off. 

What we have seen is a government that treats every questionable expense as too small to matter, 

eventually producing waste on a scale too large to comprehend. Ultimately it is Victorians who pay 

the price when the government treats them as little more than a cash cow, slugging them with tax after 

tax after tax. Since November 2014 Labor has introduced 70 new or increased taxes and charges. 

These include the GP tax, the schools tax and the holiday and tourism tax, and let us not forget the pet 

tax, literally taxing cats and dogs. And let us also not forget the emergency services tax, Labor’s great 

big new tax on every home, every farm and every business in Victoria. 

But Victorians are not paying more because they are receiving more – they are paying more because 

Labor has allowed escalating debt and interest to consume the budget. Net debt is forecast to reach 

$199.3 billion by 2030 – $200 billion – and interest repayments are forecast to reach $11.8 billion a 

year, more than $32 million a day and around $1.3 million every single hour. By 2030 Moody’s 

expects around one dollar in every 10 of state revenue to be consumed by interest. That is money that 

delivers no nurses, no police officers, no teachers and no road maintenance. 

Our unemployment rate is now 5.1 per cent, higher than the national rate, where it has remained for 

29 consecutive months. We are the only state whose unemployment rate is above 5 per cent, and real 
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gross state product per person went backwards last financial year. That means Victorians are poorer 

under Labor. 

But it is not just the higher taxes that Victorians are paying for under this government. They pay for 

Labor when they lie awake at night, worried that their home could be invaded or their car stolen. They 

pay because during the previous Premier’s tenure criminal offences rose by 23 per cent. Motor vehicle 

theft has risen by 65 per cent, leading Victoria to be crowned the car theft capital of the nation. 

Business interrupted under sessional orders. 

Members 

Ministry 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:01): Before question time, I would like to inform the house of the 

appointment of the Honourable Gabrielle Williams as Deputy Premier. 

Questions without notice and ministers statements 

Premier 

 Jess WILSON (Kew – Leader of the Opposition) (14:02): My question is to the new Premier. Only 

last month the Premier said: 

I’ve got a young daughter at home, and I couldn’t be more proud to make sure she grows up knowing that I 

supported Jacinta Allan … 

How can Victorians possibly believe this Premier can act with integrity when governing Victoria when 

he cannot even be honest with his own daughter? 

 Colin Brooks: On a point of order, Speaker, as you will be aware, Rulings from the Chair has a 

very clear set of guidelines on questions in chapter 22. It says: 

The matter must relate to Government administration or policy and be directed to the minister responsible … 

and not seek opinion, which is how the question has been framed. 

 James Newbury: On the point of order, Speaker, I understand of course that under this government 

integrity has not been at the core of government, but this question goes to integrity in the governing of 

Victoria. It is a very important question, very reasonable and of course in order. 

 The SPEAKER: I will allow the question. 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:03): A group of my colleagues approached me yesterday and told 

me that the Premier had lost the support of the caucus. So there had been a change in circumstances, 

and I am – 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Order! Members will come to order. Members will be removed from the chamber 

without warning. 

 Jess WILSON (Kew – Leader of the Opposition) (14:04): When will the Premier look Victorians 

in the eye and apologise for deceiving his daughter and demonstrating that he lacks the necessary 

integrity to govern Victoria? 

 Members interjecting. 
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 The SPEAKER: I could not hear the question. Members, I am on my feet. Order! The member for 

Gippsland East can leave the chamber for half an hour. Leader of the Opposition, repeat your question 

without assistance from the house. 

Member for Gippsland East withdrew from chamber. 

 Jess WILSON: When will the Premier look Victorians in the eye and apologise for deceiving his 

daughter and demonstrating he lacks the necessary integrity to govern Victoria? 

 Anthony Carbines: On a point of order, Speaker, that is not a matter of government business. The 

opposition leader should be held to account, and it should be ruled out of order. 

 James Newbury: On the point of order, Speaker, the supplementary is clearly linked to the original 

question, which you have already ruled in order. 

 The SPEAKER: The Premier can answer the question in the way he chooses. I will allow it. 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:05): I think someone is a little bit upset over there. I think someone 

has realised the Fresh Start tour was the False Start tour. 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: The member for Polwarth is warned. 

Ministers statements: government performance 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:06): I am honoured and humbled to have been elected 

unanimously to serve as the 50th Premier of Victoria. 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: The member for South-West Coast can leave the chamber for an hour. I will not 

tolerate this level of interjections across the chamber. 

Member for South-West Coast withdrew from chamber. 

 Ben CARROLL: The stakes at this election are simply too high. Polling shows Victoria is on track 

for our first Liberal–One Nation government, and we know what a Liberal–One Nation government 

will do: cut health care, cut services, cut cheaper child care and cut TAFE. All the services Victorians 

rely on will be cut. 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, ministers statements are not an opportunity to 

simply attack the opposition. 

 Anthony Carbines: On the point of order, Speaker, the Premier is entitled to compare and contrast 

in his response and in his answer, and that is appropriate. 

 The SPEAKER: All members know the rules about ministers statements, particularly the ministers 

on their feet.  

 Ben CARROLL: This election, only Labor can stop the risk of a Liberal–One Nation government 

that will hurt and go after working people, and to do that we are going to go in a new direction. The 

government I lead will be in a new direction. We will be focused on the basics: on education, on health, 

on cost of living and on community safety. 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Member for Caulfield! Leader of the Nationals! Member for Polwarth, this is 

your last warning. 
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 Ben CARROLL: I have already announced my first action as Premier, which is to call a royal 

commission into the construction sector, and the government I lead will ensure every dollar spent is 

treated with respect and will make sure that it goes to the people that matter most. I also want to be 

crystal clear that when it comes to crime there will be zero tolerance. That is why, after being sworn 

in, my first phone call was to the Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police to tell him he will have every 

resource that he needs to fight and combat crime. And I am going to make sure that Victoria is a great 

place for business to invest and start a company. 

 Members interjecting.  

 The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I will not accept you yelling across the table. 

Construction industry 

 Danny O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (14:09): My question is to the Premier. When the Premier 

was asked on 13 March whether he supported a royal commission into corruption on the Big Build, 

he said: 

… I do believe a royal commission would take twice as long and cost twice as much. 

He repeated that position in this place on 19 March. Today that position has apparently changed. Was 

the Premier right then or right now? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:10): Today I have announced that we will have a royal commission 

into the construction sector. I have also announced that we will establish a special prosecutor that will 

work alongside the royal commission. 

 Danny O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (14:10): Only a few months ago the Premier said that a royal 

commission would ‘take twice as long and cost twice as much’. Isn’t it the case that the Premier is 

now supporting a royal commission for political expediency? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:11): No. 

Ministers statements: construction industry 

 Gabrielle WILLIAMS (Dandenong – Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for Public 

and Active Transport, Minister for Women and Girls) (14:11): Our major infrastructure projects are 

about preserving and enhancing Victoria’s livability for generations to come. Projects like the 

Melbourne Airport rail, North East Link, the Metro Tunnel and the West Gate Tunnel are vital to 

ensuring that people can continue to move around this state as we grow, and they have given tens of 

thousands of Victorians access to high-quality skills and jobs along the way, which is exactly why it 

is so offensive that there be the allegations that we have seen of criminality and corruption on Big 

Build sites. We know that there is more work to do to crack down on this unlawful conduct on our 

major sites and change the culture not just now but for good. We know we need to restore the trust of 

Victorians as we do this work. 

That is why we are calling a royal commission into the construction sector, appointing a special 

prosecutor and introducing follow-the-money powers for IBAC in this term of government. This will 

build on the work that we have already undertaken: implementing the Wilson review, establishing the 

construction complaints referral service and, of course, strengthening the Labour Hire Authority as 

well. We have amended contracts to mandate reporting, strengthened procurement requirements and 

initiated a targeted audit program to review integrity and compliance. We are also establishing a 

comprehensive supply chain register to increase transparency and accountability and a mandatory 

register of approved industrial relations consultants. Already there have been over 92 charges laid, 164 

labour hire licences have been cancelled and a further 50 have been refused, all relating to Big Build 

sites. 
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But we know there is still more to do to bring about the change that is necessary across our Big Build 

projects. We are wholeheartedly committed to restoring the trust of Victorians in a Big Build agenda 

that will deliver for generations to come. 

Construction industry 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (14:13): My question is to the Premier. A June 2023 brief to the 

then minister warned that issues on Big Build project sites included ‘a concern that industrial issues 

are erroneously being portrayed as safety issues, with little engagement or assistance provided by 

WorkSafe’. When the Premier assumed responsibility for WorkSafe, what action did he take to stop 

the CFMEU weaponising safety claims on taxpayer-funded construction sites? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:13): Today we have announced a royal commission that will have 

exhaustive terms of reference that will deal with all these – 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, on relevance, this robotic answer does not go to 

the question. 

 Anthony Carbines: On the point of order, Speaker, I reject that. It is not a point of order. 

 The SPEAKER: I do not uphold the point of order. The Premier had only just commenced his 

answer. 

 Colin Brooks: On a separate point of order, Speaker, the member for Brighton quoted from a 

document, and I ask him to make it available to the house. 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier to answer the question. 

 Ben CARROLL: He is not very transparent when he does not want to be, is he? What I have 

announced today will be root and branch. We will get to the heart of the matters and make sure every 

Victorian can have trust restored and every Victorian can feel proud of the work our government does. 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, this was a very, very direct question about a very 

important matter – 

 Members interjecting. 

 The SPEAKER: On a different point of order, member for Brighton. 

 James Newbury: Speaker, again on relevance, this robotic answer does not go to the substance of 

the question. 

 The SPEAKER: I cannot direct the Premier how to answer your question. The Premier has 

concluded his answer. 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (14:15): The Premier now claims he will clean up corruption on 

the Big Build. How can the Premier look Victorians in the eye and make that claim if after becoming 

responsible for WorkSafe he failed to stop the CFMEU weaponising safety claims on taxpayer-funded 

construction sites? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:16): There has never been a health and safety rep they have not 

wanted to sack, has there? When it comes to family values, that side of the ledger are all about family 

values except workers’ wages and conditions. 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker: relevance. 
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 The SPEAKER: The Premier will come back to the question. The Premier has concluded his 

answer. 

Ministers statements: gendered violence 

 Melissa HORNE (Williamstown – Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Health 

Infrastructure, Minister for Prevention of Family Violence) (14:16): When a Senator of the Australian 

Parliament declares that abused women should not put up with it, she is not just wrong; she is doing 

damage. Blaming victims is not okay. It was not okay decades ago, and it is not okay now. But that is 

what One Nation do: they punch down, they peddle myths and they drag public debate back decades 

while women and children are dying. Every 11 days a woman is killed by someone she trusts, and 

Senator Hanson’s contribution is to tell women to stop putting up with it. Women do not put up with 

family violence; they are trapped by fear, by coercive control, by financial dependence and by genuine 

risk to their lives. The most dangerous time for a woman is when she tries to leave. Telling women to 

simply walk away is not advice, it is blame, and every time a public figure makes a comment like 

Senator Hanson’s, it gets harder for victim-survivors to come forward and makes it easier for 

perpetrators to hide. 

What have we heard from those opposite? Nothing. Their silence tells Victorian women exactly where 

they stand, and worse, they will not rule out once and for all any deal, any preference or any 

arrangement with a party that blames women for the violence inflicted upon them. On this side of the 

house we choose women’s safety every day in every decision, and we keep building a Victoria where 

every woman and every child is safe. So I ask the Leader of the Opposition: with $40 billion – 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, respectfully, I believe the minister is making a 

ministers statement. I do not understand what the minister is doing by way of asking the opposition a 

question. The minister is delivering a ministers statement; this is not question time to the opposition. 

 Anthony Carbines: On the point of order, Speaker, I ask you rule the point of order out of order. 

There was no point of order; there was just a ramble. 

 The SPEAKER: I remind members that there are correct ways to raise points of order. 

 Melissa HORNE: As I was saying, with $40 billion worth of cuts on the table, will the Leader of 

the Opposition look every victim-survivor in the eye and say that a Liberal–One Nation coalition will 

not cut a penny from it? 

Education system 

 Ellen SANDELL (Melbourne) (14:19): My question is to the new Premier. Premier, last week 

more than 30,000 teachers and education support staff brought Melbourne to a standstill because they 

are fed up of being undervalued by this Labor government. Victorian public school teachers are still 

the worst paid in the country. The Premier has just received a promotion after years of underpaying 

teachers and education support staff. Will he now appoint an education minister who will do what he 

failed to do and finally deliver teachers, support staff and schools the pay, conditions and funding that 

they deserve? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:19): I reject the premise of the question. This was the biggest deal 

ever offered to Victorian teachers, which would have made them the highest paid. Let me be very clear 

about this. This was $5 billion over four years into teachers’ wages and conditions that would have 

made them and the education support staff the highest paid in the nation. I want to say to our Victorian 

teachers that they are the best in Australia. Under those opposite we were 11 out of 20 in NAPLAN. 

We are now leading in 18 out of 20, and the credit belongs to our teachers. 

 Ellen SANDELL (Melbourne) (14:20): Premier, in the last 48 hours, instead of working on giving 

teachers a fair deal or tackling the climate crisis, the cost-of-living crisis or the housing crisis, Labor 
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have been fighting amongst themselves and plotting a leadership coup. The Liberals have had four 

leaders in the last five years, and the Labor leadership change has frankly been a circus. It is no wonder 

that Victorians are fed up with both major parties. 

 Anthony Carbines: On a point of order, Speaker, I am unclear as to how the supplementary 

question relates at all to the original question. Just throwing in the word ‘teacher’ does not make it 

relevant. 

 Ellen SANDELL: On the point of order, Speaker, I clearly referenced the teachers pay deal in my 

very first opening sentence. 

 The SPEAKER: I have the question in front of me. I allow the question. 

 Ellen SANDELL: The Liberals have had four leaders in the last five years, and Labor’s leadership 

change has been a circus. It is no wonder that Victorians are fed up with both major parties. Does the 

Premier accept that Victorians deserve better than politicians who spend more time fighting amongst 

themselves than fighting for Victorians? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:22): I know there has been a change with Moira Deeming on the 

other side, and I thank the member for Melbourne for highlighting that. Public education is the most 

powerful investment in our future. Victoria’s future is written in our classrooms. I will say this on 

education: it is going to be on the ballot paper come November, because on our side we make sure 

every child gets the opportunity they deserve. I did note too that Colleen Harkin, that well-known 

Liberal, cited their lack of interest in education as one of the reasons she resigned from their party. On 

our side we are delivering record investment in education. 

 Ellen Sandell: On a point of order, Speaker, answers are meant to be factual. 

 The SPEAKER: I assume that all members know that they have to be factual when they are on 

their feet. 

 Ben CARROLL: I will ensure that we support our teachers and the unsung heroes of our schools, 

the education support staff. As the son of someone who was an education support staff officer at 

Glenroy West, I know how important our public schools are. 

Ministers statements: police resources 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (14:24): I am pleased to rise to update 

members of the Carroll Labor government on the work we are doing to keep Victorians safe, backing 

Victoria Police with the tools and the powers that they need to drive down crime and deliver a safer 

Victoria. Youth crime is down 6 per cent, aggravated burglary is down 22 per cent, robbery is down 

15 per cent and sexual offences, family violence, theft and property offences are all down under our 

government. 

In May this year some $62 million was announced for 200 police reservists. Those police reservists 

will be deployed across the city, across the suburbs and across our regions to make sure that they 

release more frontline professional police to keep people safe, driving vans and not driving desks. We 

also have invested in 170 additional police shifts, thanks to the work of those additional police 

reservists who have been graduating from the academy just this very week. 

I note also our PSOs and the investments we have made that have seen some 209 arrests being made 

and 400 charges laid during the past school holidays alone. We know it has been a game changer to 

have those PSOs at our shopping centres through Operation Pulse – at Pacific Werribee, at Bayside, 

at Frankston, at Highpoint, at Fountain Gate, at mighty Northland, at Watergardens, at Southland, at 

Eastland and of course down there in Geelong. That is why there are an additional 50 PSOs in this 

year’s budget. Some $44 million will continue to ensure that those PSOs are where they need to be to 
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keep people safe: in our shopping centres and supporting our businesses and supporting local people 

where they live, where they shop and where they come together. 

There are threats to these PSOs and there are threats to our police reservists, and I want to thank these 

retired police officers who are coming back to serve once more – to serve our community, to serve 

Victoria Police. We thank for their contribution, because all this is threatened by $40 billion of One 

Nation–Liberal cuts. That is what is at stake, and we will not let it happen here in Victoria. 

Suburban Rail Loop 

 Jess WILSON (Kew – Leader of the Opposition) (14:26): My question is to the Premier. Will the 

government cancel the Suburban Rail Loop? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:26): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for her question. The 

simple answer is that I have been sworn in on day one and I will be addressing all these matters through 

a cabinet process, unlike that – 

 Members interjecting. 

 Jess WILSON (Kew – Leader of the Opposition) (14:26): Given the Premier claims that every 

dollar his government spends will be treated with respect, what is the full cost of the Suburban Rail 

Loop? 

 Ben CARROLL (Niddrie – Premier, Minister for Education, Minister for WorkSafe and the TAC, 

Minister for Medical Research) (14:26): A lot of this information is publicly reported. I want to make 

it very clear – 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier is required to be factual. The budget 

lists SRL as TBC in cost. 

 Anthony Carbines: On the point of order, Speaker, the Premier has been on his feet for barely 

enough time for us to hear what he has to say. 

 The SPEAKER: The Premier has not had a chance to respond to the question in full. 

 Ben CARROLL: Like all of our projects, we are accountable through the budget process, and I 

am very clear that I will do everything I can to ensure every dollar spent by our government is treated 

with the respect and the dignity that it deserves. 

Ministers statements: cost of living 

 Paul EDBROOKE (Frankston – Minister for Consumer Affairs, Minister for Cost of Living, 

Minister for Renters, Minister for Men and Boys) (14:27): Over 3.5 million Victorians have put their 

hand up for cheaper rego. That is almost half the state already who have gotten immediate cost-of-

living relief thanks to the Labor rego rebate. Twenty per cent off your rego is up to $186 per vehicle. 

For a family with two cars, that is up to $372 back in their pockets. It is money to help pay the bills 

that are forcing families to make difficult choices right now. 

 Members interjecting. 

 Paul EDBROOKE: I hear they are a little bit spicy over there. Some of them said the rego rebate 

was a hoax – that 3.5 million Victorians never deserved a cent – but there were some that could not 

wait to get on Facebook and spruik it to their community. It is not a hoax to help families with real 

relief right now. 

And they know we are not stopping with cheaper rego. We are making sure Victorians get a fair go 

when they buy a car too, because new research has found nearly a third of used cars sampled online 

had their odometers wound back by at least 25,000 kilometres. We all remember that Roald Dahl story 

Matilda with Harry Wormwood, the dodgy used car salesman, winding the odometer back with the 
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drill in the garage. I think that is what happened to my first 1985 VK Commodore, the poor thing. 

Those days are over. New laws will give Consumer Affairs Victoria stronger powers to investigate, 

fine and prosecute odometer tampering so families are not taken for a ride. 

If you are a motorist, the message is simple: Labor has got your back with cheaper rego, a crackdown 

on dodgy used cars and more savings at the petrol pump. But $40 billion in cuts would gut the very 

team protecting motorists. You cannot back motorists and then sack the people who keep the market 

fair. Only Labor has the new solutions to make life easier, safer and more affordable. 

Constituency questions 

Brighton electorate 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (14:30): (1708) My constituency question is to the Premier, and I 

ask: when will the Premier explain why he ripped funding away from the needed structural repairs at 

Elwood Primary School? Elwood Primary is an exceptional school that has served our community 

since 1917. It is the beating heart of Elwood. With the school being 110 years old, its buildings are 

historical and now need maintenance. The school is a community, and the quality of education is 

exceptional, but the current Labor government has overlooked its infrastructure. There are now very 

serious structural issues with the building. The school’s heritage buildings are being held up by steel 

and concrete supports, cracks are widening and children are learning under scaffolding. On 14 January 

the then Minister for Education committed in writing: 

… the department is continuing to work closely with the school to repair the structural damage … the forecast 

practical completion date is in the third quarter of 2026. 

The works have not commenced, and the school has been advised that funding has been cut. This 

Premier has broken his promise to Elwood children. 

Pascoe Vale electorate 

 Anthony CIANFLONE (Pascoe Vale) (14:31): (1709) My constituency question is for the 

Minister for Cost of Living. How many Victorians and people across my electorate of Pascoe Vale, 

Coburg and Brunswick West have claimed the Victorian Labor government’s 20 per cent car rego 

rebate? The rising cost of living is continuing to be felt by many households across the state and in my 

community, including as a result of Donald Trump’s ongoing war in Iran, which is continuing to push 

up petrol prices. That is why I am proud to be part of a Victorian Labor government that is continuing 

to take real action through a range of measures to support Victorians and help make life a bit easier 

and more affordable, including through our 20 per cent car rego rebate, which provides for eligible 

motorists to claim up to $186 per car or $372 for two cars. Claims must be submitted in coming days, 

at the latest by 31 July. I understand that as of last week around 3.5 million Victorians had already 

claimed the rebate, and over $600 million has been provided back to household budgets. Whilst the 

Victorian Liberal and One Nation coalition have opposed these cost-of-living relief measures, Labor 

will remain firmly on the side of Victorians. I would welcome insight from the minister on how much 

has been refunded to local households in my community and how many have accessed the 20 per cent 

rego rebate in my area. 

Ovens Valley electorate 

 Tim McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (14:32): (1710) My question is to the Minister for Environment 

in the other place, and I ask: why has Alpine Resorts Victoria taken away basic rights of business 

owners in Falls Creek by not allowing businesses to pick up their own guests from the car park? 

Holiday packages to the snow begin when people arrive at a mountain, but if you arrive at Falls Creek, 

it is mandatory to be picked up by an agency who has struck a sweetheart deal with the government 

to deliver guests. This is causing logistical issues and, more importantly, cost issues for businesses 

who have the all-terrain vehicles but are simply not allowed to pick up their own clients. Businesses 

in Falls Creek are fed up with the dodgy rules that have been put on them. 
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Werribee electorate 

 John LISTER (Werribee) (14:33): (1711) My question is for the Minister for Health in the other 

place. How will increasing nurse-to-patient ratios help patients at Werribee hospital? A few weeks ago 

I visited the hospital to speak to management about the progress of opening our huge expansion of the 

emergency department there. We are on track to open the new facility this year, with new spaces for 

paediatric emergency and mental health and an ambulance offload there to get crews back on the road 

quicker. It is this Labor government that has transformed our hospital, with a huge ICU unit, mental 

health expansion and this new ED coming online. I was proud to hear that this Labor government will 

increase nurse-to-patient ratios across 26 more hospitals, including at our own in Werribee. Many of 

my family members have been nurses, and I know just how committed they are to keeping their 

patients safe and healthy. I am proud that it was this government that first legislated nurse-to-patient 

ratios and delivered a huge pay rise for our workforce. Thank you to the Australian Nursing and 

Midwifery Federation for their advocacy, and I look forward to meeting with them and our local nurses 

soon to discuss how we continue to back them at Werribee hospital. 

South-West Coast electorate 

 Roma BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (14:34): (1712) My question is to the Minister for Health 

Infrastructure. Recent allegations made by the former CEO of the Victorian Health Building Authority 

Stephen King include claims that pressure was applied on major health construction projects to use 

CFMEU-linked contractors and businesses. Can the minister advise whether the Warrnambool 

hospital’s escalating costs are as a result of the use of CFMEU-linked contractors and businesses on 

the project? The Warrnambool Base Hospital redevelopment has had its scope cut, yet the community 

has not been told which promised services or facilities will be gone. The Victorian Labor government 

has also been highlighted as allowing corruption in the Watson report, which found that at least 

$15 billion, possibly even $30 billion, of Victorian taxpayer funds have been funnelled to the CFMEU 

and bikie gangs and criminal organisations. 

 The SPEAKER: Member for South-West Coast, I ask you to rephrase your question. You asked 

for advice, which is a request for an action. 

 Roma BRITNELL: Can the minister give me information on whether the Warrnambool hospital’s 

escalating costs are as a result of the use of CFMEU-linked contractors and businesses on the project? 

Broadmeadows electorate 

 Kathleen MATTHEWS-WARD (Broadmeadows) (14:36): (1713) My question is for the 

Minister for Public and Active Transport, and I ask: when will the bus lane at Broadmeadows station 

be resurfaced? I was able to secure funding in the most recent budget for improvements at the station, 

but separate to this funding, the department has advised that the bus lane will be resurfaced this 

financial year. I would appreciate an estimated timeline for the completion of this work. I have been 

proud to deliver extended hours for PSOs at Broady station, now starting at 9 am rather than 6 pm, 

and community outreach workers will also be commencing to assist people who need a bit of extra 

support. I am excited about the extra off-peak night and weekend services starting very soon, giving 

us trains at least every 20 minutes on both the Craigieburn and Upfield lines. The station and 

surrounding area have very complex leasing and ownership arrangements. I have also been working 

closely with all those responsible particularly regarding the cleaning and maintenance schedules, 

especially for the privately owned but common use areas between the buildings. I have also been 

working with the management of Broadmeadows Central shopping centre regarding more regular 

collection of trolleys. 

 The SPEAKER: Member for Broadmeadows, what was your question? 

 Kathleen MATTHEWS-WARD: When will the bus lane at Broadmeadows station be resurfaced? 
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Melbourne electorate 

 Ellen SANDELL (Melbourne) (14:37): (1714) My question is to the Minister for Roads and Road 

Safety. For months now families in North Melbourne have been putting their lives at risk attempting 

to cross Arden Street without a pedestrian crossing. The street is used every day by young children, 

parents with prams and school students, but without urgent crossing infrastructure we fear that a major 

incident occurring is only a matter of time. One constituent has a young daughter who attends a nearby 

kindergarten. She has reported four near misses in a single week at Arden Street and Dryburgh Street, 

including a driver who nearly hit her and her pram. Another constituent was recently nearly struck by 

a turning truck at the intersection of Leveson Street and Arden Street. The council has now apparently 

announced works at this intersection commencing in August, but there was no community consultation 

and these are just minor changes, not an actual pedestrian crossing, falling well short of what is needed 

to prevent someone being seriously hurt or worse. Minister, when will proper crossing infrastructure 

be installed on Arden Street? 

Bayswater electorate 

 Jackson TAYLOR (Bayswater) (14:38): (1715) My question is to the Minister for Public and 

Active Transport. How many young people in the area of Knox have signed up to get their youth 

Mykis? It is fantastic that this government have continued to roll out a suite and a range of measures 

to help with the cost of living. We know that families out there are still doing it incredibly tough. It is 

a wonderful policy to have everyone under the age of 18 able to get their youth Myki and able to get 

free public transport, saving hundreds of dollars each year for their families. I look forward to hearing 

from the minister. 

Mornington electorate 

 Chris CREWTHER (Mornington) (14:38): (1716) My constituency question is for the new 

Deputy Premier and current Minister for Public and Active Transport, who is not here in the chamber. 

When will the minister address the repeated vandalism of glass bus shelters in the Mornington 

electorate? Shelters in Mornington, Mount Martha and surrounds have repeatedly been smashed, 

leaving dangerous glass near commuters, families and older residents. I have raised this in Parliament 

and with the minister multiple times, but the response is simply to have it continually cleaned up, 

which sometimes takes a while, and to replace the broken glass with just more glass. That is not 

prevention; it is an expensive, dangerous repair cycle and a local eyesore. This government should 

consider metal mesh and/or high temperature resistant polycarbonate where vandalism persists. This 

may seem like a small issue, but if the Deputy Premier cannot even manage repeatedly vandalised bus 

shelters, she cannot help manage this state. The minister must identify the hotspots, install tougher 

alternatives and give the community a clear timetable for action. 

Laverton electorate 

 Sarah CONNOLLY (Laverton) (14:39): (1717) My question is for the Minister for Health in the 

other place. As the minister knows, our government has made a number of investments into our public 

hospitals over the 12 years we have been in government, supporting our frontline healthcare workers 

and improving care for all Victorians. Those opposite have made it clear that they plan to gut 

$40 billion out of Victoria, which means cutting one in seven public service jobs, including from our 

frontline services, no matter how hard they might protest that this will not happen. More concerning 

is that it is clear they cannot form government alone. They must govern with One Nation, who want 

to abolish the state’s Department of Health and privatise hospitals. For those of us in Melbourne’s 

west, no hospital is safe. Is Sunshine Hospital on the chopping block? Did we build the Footscray 

Hospital just to sell it off? Or what about Werribee Mercy? My question for the minister is this: how 

will our government protect our hospitals in Melbourne’s west from Trump-style cuts and policies that 

aim to take us to an Americanised healthcare system right here in Melbourne’s west? 
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 Tim Bull: On a point of order, Speaker, I just want to bring to your attention that I have 14 overdue 

questions, some dating back to April and one to last year, in the portfolios of environment, public 

transport, agriculture, housing and ambulance services. I will present a list of those questions to the 

clerks. 

Motions 

No confidence in government 

Debate resumed. 

 Jess WILSON (Kew – Leader of the Opposition) (14:41): When I finished before question time I 

was reflecting that too many Victorians are lying awake at night, worried that their home is going to 

be invaded or their car is going to be stolen. We are now the car theft capital of the nation. Family 

violence related serious assaults have risen by 58 per cent, and in the year to March 2026 over 

250,000 Victorians made a victim report, an average of 735 victims a day. Every 50 seconds a crime 

is committed in the new Premier’s Victoria. Every 13 minutes there is a theft from a retail store. Every 

28 minutes there is a serious assault. Every week there are nine carjackings. There are 1500 police 

vacancies and more than 40 police stations that have closed or have reduced their hours in Victoria. 

And this is the price that Victorians pay, with their safety and their security. 

It is not an accident. It is the direct consequence of a government that has prioritised itself and the 

needs of its political allies ahead of Victorians. It is because almost 40 police stations have closed or 

reduced their hours because Victoria Police does not have the resources to keep them open. It is 

because Victoria Police has 1500 vacancies. It is because the government has taken PSOs off 119 train 

stations. This government found billions of dollars to cover up project blowouts caused by corruption 

and misconduct so they could keep paying their CFMEU mates, but they cannot find the money to 

keep Victorians safe. 

Those opposite still have not found the humility to accept that it was wrong to change Victoria’s bail 

laws. In October 2023 Labor repealed offences related to committing an indictable offence while on 

bail and breaching bail conditions. When the opposition warned that the changes weakened the law 

and could have consequences for the safety of Victorians, the Premier told this house, in February 

2024, that that was a misrepresentation of the legislation. But let me be clear: Labor weakened the law. 

Labor denied weakening the law. Labor attacked those who warned of the consequences. Then, when 

the consequences became politically impossible to ignore, Labor quietly walked back some of its own 

changes, although I note that bail laws today in this state are still weaker than they were a decade ago. 

That failure to admit they got it wrong is emblematic of the way this government operates. They cannot 

admit failure. They can only deny, delay and quietly reverse when their political survival requires it 

and discard the leader when her personal unpopularity threatens the brand’s authority – when her 

presence becomes a problem and threatens Labor’s power. 

But Victorians are not just paying for Labor with their own safety. There are more than 

68,000 Victorians paying for Labor because they are waiting for elective surgery. Victorians are 

paying for Labor because they are waiting longer for ambulances than they did a decade ago. And of 

course who could forget – certainly not Victorians – that Victorians are paying for Labor every time 

they get into their car and have to drive over our roads littered with potholes. That is the price of Labor. 

But it does not have to be this way. Fixing it will not be easy, but on this side of the chamber we offer 

Victoria something different: real change. We are ready. We have the team. We have the plan. Our 

plan will reduce crime, because we will recruit 3000 new police officers, we will return PSOs to the 

train stations Labor has stripped them from, we will reopen over 40 police stations that have had their 

hours reduced under Labor and we will restore consequences for actions and put an end to Labor’s 

youth crime crisis with our ‘break bail, face jail’ and ‘adult crime, adult time’ laws. 



MOTIONS 

2702 Legislative Assembly Tuesday 28 July 2026 

 

 

Our plan will deliver lower costs and lower taxes. We will scrap the emergency services tax – Labor’s 

tax on every single home, every single business and every single farm. This will reduce costs for 

Victorians straight away. We will back Victorian businesses to grow by cutting payroll and land tax, 

and we will guarantee no new or increased taxes. We will scrap stamp duty for first home buyers on 

homes up to $1 million, because young Victorians are finding it too hard to buy their first home. We 

will expand the capital city zone and get more homes built in growth areas and regional centres. We 

will build with – not over – communities in our suburbs. We will stop the neglect of regional Victoria. 

Our 25 per cent fair share guarantee will make sure people living outside Melbourne get their fair share 

of infrastructure spending, because right now, under this Labor government, they are getting less than 

12 per cent. We will stop government riding roughshod over regional communities by scrapping 

compulsory acquisition of land for divisive energy projects. We will build the hospitals Labor 

promised but failed to deliver in Wonthaggi and West Gippsland, and we will build them in Hamilton 

and Mildura too. We will fix our health system so Victorians can be confident that they will get an 

ambulance in time and surgery when they need it. We will invest $5 billion to fix Labor’s crumbling 

roads. 

My first act as Premier will be to call a real royal commission into Big Build corruption – not a sham 

royal commission lite designed to save Labor’s furniture but an unblinking forensic inquiry into this 

corrupt government. I will do this immediately before Christmas. Only a government I lead will 

actually pursue the $15 billion funnelled to the CFMEU and organised crime. We will end a decade 

of wasteful spending. We will scrap Labor’s divisive treaty and save $1 billion. We will end wasteful 

spending, like $13 million on machete bins and $600 million not to host the Commonwealth Games. 

We will save $22 billion by stopping the growth in the back office bureaucracy. 

Our team has a plan to keep the lights on and energy prices low. We will end Labor’s ideological war 

on gas and throw the doors open to new conventional exploration. We will work with the private sector 

to identify the best firm energy opportunities under our new energy security requirement, and we will 

scrap Labor’s gas ban and allow households and businesses to choose the energy solution that works 

best for them. 

Unlike those opposite, I spent the winter recess travelling the length and breadth of this state. I visited 

every single seat – every single one of your seats. I did not spend the break marshalling the numbers 

in the caucus room. There are two stories from this tour that I want to share with you before I go to the 

kind of Premier I want to be for Victorians. Brenton is a small business owner in Traralgon, and he 

asked me about trust. He asked me how he is ever meant to trust any government anymore when they 

all seem to say one thing before an election and do something different after. In every part of Victoria 

I went I found people surprised to see me. People were surprised that a politician would ever bother 

to come to them in their community just to listen. I rode alongside CFA Gooram brigade captain 

Michael Stubbe in a more than 30-year-old truck between Mangalore and Creightons Creek, and 

Michael told me that he felt the government only cares about people if they go through a tunnel in 

Melbourne. Well, I want Michael and Brenton and every other Victorian to know I will be a Premier 

who governs for all of us – the entire state. I will listen, I will show up, I will make the disciplined 

decisions. I will be a leader who is up-front about the challenges this state faces, and I will be honest 

always. 

You might think that perhaps this motion is all for nothing because of course the new Premier will 

have the confidence and support of this government. But we just had a very, very public accounting 

of who supports who in the caucus. Those scallywags who need a cuddle have prevailed. They have 

toppled the leader and installed a new one at the eleventh hour in a desperate attempt to avoid 

accountability in November. But perhaps I am giving those opposite too much credit, because of 

course we know that those who counted their numbers and marshalled their troops only want to call a 
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royal commission so they can control the political fallout from it. Labor ministers, backbenchers and 

candidates have been telling journalists: 

… if this government does not establish a royal commission, the next one will, with potentially disastrous 

consequences for Labor’s legacy, the broader union movement and workers in the building trades. 

They have also said: 

… does the broader labour movement want a royal commission into a sector which is obviously full of 

corruption? 

There is going to be a royal commission, that is one thing for sure. It is just who determines its focus. 

And why do they need to determine its focus? Because they want to try to divert public attention away 

from their own failings, from their own complicity in the biggest corruption scandal in this state’s 

history. Make no mistake: a royal commission called by those opposite would be a sham, a cover-up. 

It would not offer Victorians the answers they deserve. Victorians do not need a fake royal commission 

delivered by Labor; they need a new government and a real royal commission. Labor’s royal 

commission is not worthy of the name. It is nothing more than a cover-up commission by a panicked, 

divided and distracted Labor Party. The only way to clean up Victoria is to change the government. 

Each one of us was elected to exercise judgement, not merely to make up numbers in a caucus. I say 

to those opposite: search your conscience. This is a moment that you may reflect on in the years and 

decades to come. You have just shown us through your caucus chaos that you know that this is a 

government on its knees. 

 The SPEAKER: Through the Chair. I ask members not to use ‘you’. It is a reflection on the Chair. 

 Jess WILSON: What will this government’s legacy be? This government will not be remembered 

well by history. An eleventh-hour transfer of power from the Premier to her partner in crime will not 

alter that fact. Today we have seen the government eat one of its own because she got in the way of 

its survival. Today we have seen the clearest example yet that the Labor Party exists for one reason 

only: to protect itself. The previous Premier had become a liability. She was a problem for the machine, 

so the machine eliminated the problem. It is as simple as that. 

Those opposite are not listening to Victorians. They are not responding to the feedback that they are 

getting every single day on what they have got wrong. They have made a calculation that their latest 

iteration of Premier will save more seats than the previous one. Today those opposite need to decide 

whether their vote is the only thing standing between Victorians and the fresh start that they 

desperately need. Those who installed a new Premier but then will vote against this motion today are 

being dishonest with Victorians. A new leader in the chair makes no difference – not one iota of 

difference. It is the same Labor, the same crime, the same corruption, the same crippling debt, the 

same interest, the same cost-of-living crisis, the same corrupt government to its core. But the vote in 

this house today can make a difference. It can make a difference to all the people who elected us. It 

can give them an early election. I say to every member of this house: show that you are listening to 

Victorians. Show that you know, like you did this morning, that this is not a government worthy of the 

trust of Victorians. Consider your vote wisely, because Victoria is watching and history will stand in 

judgement. 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (14:57): I am pleased to put a little bit 

of time aside to join what is clearly a stunt from those opposite – a stunt that is not a serious motion, 

and the Leader of the Opposition knows that it will fail. She has moved it anyway, but it cannot succeed 

and it will not succeed. 

The government is getting on with delivering its reforms and investments to hardworking Victorians, 

building schools, delivering half-price transport to Victorians and 20 per cent off their car registration. 

We are progressing legislation to protect the right to work from home for every Victorian who wants 
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to do their job from home – legislation that we have heard the Liberals and those opposite offensively 

attack. We will continue to do that work. 

What we have seen from the opposition leader is she has refused to condemn the member for Brighton 

and his reckless calls for a five-day office week being mandated and his fake tax scare, and instead 

tries to silence her caucus and keep it in the dark. I do not know why you would seek to do that. What 

is clear is that after six leaders in seven years the opposition are still focused on themselves, divided, 

and they cannot govern. Let us just go back through it again: Bulleen, Malvern, Bulleen, Hawthorn, 

Berwick and now Kew – six leaders in seven years. It is not a group of people that this Parliament 

takes seriously, and certainly not that Victorians are going to take seriously. The record is there. 

And do not forget the member for western metropolitan in the other place, who was re-endorsed by – 

got the big tick from – the Liberal Party head honchos and who has resigned from the Victorian Liberal 

Party. If you cannot govern your party room, you certainly cannot govern the state. We have seen that 

already, because the member for western metropolitan has decided to walk away from the Liberal 

Party – not the first and probably not the last. That is someone who has been given an endorsement 

from them to be at the top of their ticket, but even she has walked away from them. 

Our government is going to continue to help working families. The Liberal Party is planning, in 

collusion with One Nation, $40 billion in cuts to schools, to hospitals – to services that Victorians are 

counting on and services that Victorians are relying on. The Liberals have pulled lots of stunt motions. 

We have seen the waste of taxpayers time. We have had a business program today that goes very 

carefully and very clearly to a range of matters we would like to speak to – 

 Danny O’Brien: Acting Speaker, I draw your attention to the state of the house. 

Quorum formed. 

 Anthony CARBINES: I was just touching on the fact that we know this is a no-confidence motion 

that will fail, and the Carroll government will deliver a royal commission into the construction sector, 

because we know that serious allegations require a serious, independent response. Victorians expect 

higher standards of integrity, whether in politics, business or the union movement; it is not optional, 

and it is not negotiable. We are investing in the hospitals and schools too that Victorians rely on, and 

we are putting more police on the streets. We are delivering the cost-of-living services that families 

are relying on and the relief they need right now. That is the choice in this house: a government getting 

on with the job against an opposition that is wasting time with these performative little stunts that will 

go nowhere and that will fail – they will fail today. 

Let us go to perhaps the more positive record and talk about what our government has delivered to 

give confidence to the community and why they can continue to trust a Carroll Labor government. Let 

us go to the 11 new hospitals and 40 upgraded, including the new Footscray and Frankston hospitals. 

They are delivered by Labor governments. I am sure the member for Melton is pretty clear on the 

work that is coming up out of the ground for the Melton hospital. He knows of the work that is being 

done in his community. There have been 17,000 more nurses and midwives hired, and a 28.4 per cent 

pay rise for nurses and midwives. I recall those opposite – their people – giving nurses the bird. I was 

here in this Parliament when they did that; I remember it well. That is the lack of respect that they have 

for the healthcare workforce. Free virtual emergency departments were derided by those opposite. 

Chemist Care Now – we know the value of Chemist Care Now, so that Victorians can get a script 

without going to their GP. 

Many of us have been here over quite some period, and I know the member for Melton remembers 

well the health record of those opposite. Maybe it started right back there with Intergraph and the 

disgraceful claims made by those opposite to dodgy up the figures about response times for ambulance 

services. We saw royal commissions into those matters when those opposite sought to privatise 

ambulance services in this state. 
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Fifty thousand more surgeries are being delivered by our government, and specialist appointments for 

kids too, because too many children are waiting too long for surgery. We want to give confidence to 

those families. Those 50,000 more surgeries and specialist appointments for kids are what really 

matters. Some of us in electorates like Ivanhoe are happy to say also the health record of those opposite 

was to try to privatise the Austin Hospital. We remember that well. These things go to the DNA of the 

Liberal Party, and they will not be forgotten by Victorians. They certainly will not be forgotten by 

Victorians in my electorate of Ivanhoe. I can make it very clear that a Labor government, rather than 

privatising the Austin, chose to build two new hospitals on one site: the Austin and Mercy hospitals. 

We continue with over 212,000 planned surgeries completed – the most on record. You are able to do 

that when you are making a significant contribution to growing our health services, with 11 new 

hospitals and 40 upgraded. I am pleased to say with the Austin, in my own electorate, that the new 

$275 million emergency department redevelopment will see more people get timely care and also 

ensure that our health workers and our health professionals get the quality, state-of-the-art facilities 

that match the great standard of care that they provide to Victorians. 

But I will tell you what you cannot do. Closing hospitals is the Liberals’ record, and cutting nurses or 

giving them the bird. Let us be very clear: they cut a billion dollars from health the last time they were 

in office. There is absolutely no way, with $40 billion in cuts in collusion with One Nation, that they 

will be able to deliver anything more than cutting services to Victorians. I am just going to again put 

on the record, when it comes to health services, the hospital closures under past Liberal governments: 

Eildon, Koroit, Macarthur, Clunes, Elmore, Mortlake, Lismore, Beeac, Birregurra, Fairfield, Altona, 

Mordialloc–Cheltenham, Burwood and, for the member for Essendon, Essendon – another one closed 

by those opposite. It is in their DNA. That is where they start. They go after health services and they 

go after schools. We know this; we have seen it happen before. We will not stand for it again, and 

neither will Victorians. 

Let us go to some matters on community safety. I went to these matters in question time. Youth crime 

is down 6 per cent. Aggravated burglary is down 22 per cent. Robbery is down 15 per cent. Sexual 

offences, family violence, theft and property offences are all down. What have we also seen – bail 

revocations up 50 per cent and refusals for bail up 60 per cent. They are facts; that is just how it is. We 

put them on the record here in this place. A $30 million violence reduction unit has been established 

by our government. Why have we done that – because we know we can turn lives around with the 

right investments. Yes, we need consequences, but we also need that opportunity to invest in our young 

people to give them a chance to turn their lives around. 

We also have the most police in the country here in Victoria – that is an absolute fact. We have also 

seen some 200 police reservists, as I have outlined earlier, being recruited, and we thank those former 

police officers coming back as reservists to again serve their community. Operation Pulse: 1600 arrests, 

3500 charges, almost, and we have seen retail theft down 70 per cent with those shopping centres I 

touched on earlier today because of our investment in our protective services officers and putting them 

where the problems are. The Liberals cut $130 million from Victoria Police when they were last in 

government, and they did not hire one additional police officer. They are just the facts. These are the 

facts, and these are clearly matters that we put on the record, because all you can really go on is the 

previous record. 

I want to actually defend, in some ways, the last time those opposite were in government, because I 

was here in this place, and perhaps some would say it was rather beige. Some might even think that 

they do not really remember the last time those opposite were in government because there was such 

lack of consequence. It was inconsequential in terms of what it actually delivered in terms of positive 

outcomes. It did not build anything, did not deliver very much, but what it did do was it did cut services. 

People remember that, and they will remember it again come November when the biggest job 

interview in town comes to all Victorians and they get to have their say. They will remember, and we 

will remind them of those opposite. In their DNA it is always about cuts, it is always about chaos when 
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those opposite occupy these benches. We have seen it before. I have outlined it here today, and there 

is no doubt we do not want to see it again. 

Twenty per cent off vehicle registration – 2 million Victorians have applied. We have heard that today 

from the honourable member for Frankston. Public transport was free then half-price for the rest of 

the year. That has been saving commuters some $1300 a year. We have actually seen that when we 

travel on the trains and our public transport network: there are a lot more people using it, because they 

understand the value of those cost-of-living changes that we provided to them. Free kinder is saving 

families some $2700 per child. 

We are also aware of – and I know that the honourable member for Bundoora touches on this often – 

the axing of Free Fruit Friday and the axing of the education maintenance allowance the last time those 

opposite were sitting on this side of the house. That is because in their DNA they love to cut. They 

like to get the scissors out, and they cut, cut, cut. We have seen it before, but this time it will be with 

One Nation in their back pocket, in their ear, telling them what to cut. We know it is going to happen 

because we have seen it before. 

There is free TAFE from our government and the hard work that we have done to provide opportunities 

to young people in our state. What was the alternative? I was here – so was the member for Essendon 

and so were many others in this place – when the padlocks went on the TAFEs around our state. That 

is what happened under those opposite. At the West Heidelberg campus they tried to put charges in 

the free car park on tradie students who had to come to TAFE. They tried to put charges on people to 

make sure they had to pay to use the car park when they came after work to do their study. We managed 

to win that campaign and roll that back, but it is a demonstration of what a Liberal government does 

to young Victorians. 

We have also been making sure that our economy has been growing faster than any state’s over the 

past decade. We have seen that through over half a million jobs created since 2020. That is five MCGs. 

Every dollar spent in Victoria we have spent wisely and treated respectfully, and we were able to 

demonstrate the advances that we were able to provide to Victorians. 

There is so much more we could say, but I do want to make the point in broad terms that this motion 

will fail. Those opposite know that it will, and this is really just about wasting the Parliament’s time, 

when we could get on with the five bills that we need to debate throughout this sitting week. Make no 

mistake, the motion is a distraction from a $40 billion cuts agenda from those opposite. You have got 

to sack one in seven public servants. This budget goes to health and education. You cannot cut 

$40 billion without cutting health and hospitals, without cutting schools and without pushing down on 

people in the community who need our help. 

That is not what you want to see. That is not what we want here in Victoria. $40 billion of cuts – we 

know that is where they are going. One Nation want to privatise hospitals. We have seen the 

privatisation of our health services under those opposite in the past. Dare I mention Mildura? Can I 

say also, with six leaders in seven years those opposite not only do not know what they stand for – 

other than cuts – they do not know quite who they stand behind. 

I want to make it very clear that I have been here and seen it the last time there was a Liberal 

government. Often it is said, ‘Take your rubbish with you and don’t leave any footprints.’ Well, there 

was plenty of rubbish in the last Liberal government. They did not leave any footprints, because they 

did not really leave any mark of investment in the Victorian community – no services and they did not 

build anything. All they did was cut the education maintenance allowance and cut Free Fruit Friday; 

then they went after people. That is what they did the last time they were in government. I was here. I 

remember. So do Victorians. They turfed them out pretty quick smart, and we will remind them. 

Victorians will remember that when there is a Liberal government in Spring Street, this time with their 

One Nation mates, that means cuts – $40 billion in cuts to health, hospitals, schools and the services 

Victorians rely on in these times. 
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Victorian Labor stands against that. Victorian Labor stands to make it safer, more affordable and easier 

for Victorians, and we will fight every day to make sure we protect the services that Victorians rely 

on. A Carroll Labor government will fight hard for Victorians every day to make sure they get the 

care, the support, the encouragement, the protection and the investment that they need to fulfil their 

lives here in Victoria, that they can be successful and prosper under a Labor government that cares for 

them and their families and makes sure that they get the services that they need, not $40 billion in cuts 

from a Liberal–One Nation government. We reject the motion from those opposite and the stunt that 

we will call out for exactly what it is. 

 Danny O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (15:12): You can change the jockey, but it does not make 

any difference if the horse is already buggered, and that is exactly what has happened today. That is 

why all of those opposite should support those of us on this side in this no-confidence motion. In fact 

we know that many of you already do, because this morning you actually moved a vote of no 

confidence in your own government, and many of you voted for it. I am sure right about now many of 

you would like to come across and support us again, because there are some bruised feelings over 

there. There are some bruised egos. 

Can you imagine the Leader of the House having the chutzpah today to talk about those of us on this 

side being obsessed with ourselves? If there is ever any evidence anywhere of a government that is 

more focused on itself than it is on the Victorian people, it is that of the Labor government today. It is 

just extraordinary that we get lectured by the Leader of the House today. 

This is about no confidence in the Labor government, and a whole heap of them opposite today have 

voted no confidence in their government. This is already one of the most successful no-confidence 

motions in probably 80 years, because we moved this no-confidence motion today, and the Premier 

has fallen. So we have actually achieved it. 

 Jade Benham interjected.  

 Danny O’BRIEN: It actually was the press release of the member for Mildura this morning, I am 

sure. I am reminded about the change of Premier that we have had today. I was watching Pirates of 

the Caribbean with my son on Saturday night – Dead Man’s Chest. If you know the story, it is all 

about Davy Jones, who is the captain of the Flying Dutchman, and the saying is ‘Part of the crew, part 

of the ship’. If you are part of the crew, you are part of that ship forever. Well, the new Premier has 

been part of the crew and has been part of the ship. There is no fresh start for this government. 

Everything that we are facing in Victoria today the new Premier has been part of. Indeed, to continue 

the analogy, he has been the first mate of this ship, and you cannot stand there and pretend for some 

reason that we have got a big change, because we have got a government that has virtually destroyed 

this state. Just like Davy Jones and the Flying Dutchman do to ships on the open seas, they have had 

a real go at doing that to Victoria. 

We see that in so many ways. We see it in the debt that this government has racked up, which will be 

being paid by our children’s children’s children for decades to come. Two hundred billion dollars of 

debt we are heading for, and we have got $1.2 million an hour in interest that we are heading for. Debt 

is not in itself a problem. I see the member for Essendon sitting up there looking as quiet as a monk. 

He will have arguments, I know, about debt. Debt is not a problem in itself, but when the interest on 

the debt is $11 billion of your budget and it is more than what the government spends on police, 

ambulance services and kindergartens, with change left over, that is a problem. This mob here talk 

about services all the time and things for Victorians. It is $11 billion of opportunity cost that we are 

missing out on because of the debt that they have allowed to grow. Imagine what that could do for 

education, for health services, for roads – all of those things. This government has absolutely failed 

when it comes to management of the budget. 

We have seen what they have managed on crime too. Crime is out of control in this state because we 

have got a government that is soft on crime, that weakened the bail laws and that has left police with 
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1500 vacancies. There are 1500 vacancies – that is what this government has done. As a result, we 

have, from the latest figures – and we heard the Minister for Police just then misleading the house, 

frankly, when he talked about crime going down. It is like saying – I cannot even come up with an 

analogy. But crime has been rising for virtually every year of this government, and then when it has 

ticked down a little bit in the last three months, they say, ‘Crime’s falling under our government; 

everything’s good.’ We have now got a criminal offence occurring across the state every 50 seconds. 

Every 50 seconds there is a crime occurring in this state, with 735 Victorians becoming victims of 

crime every single day – that is according to their own figures – because we have got a government 

that has turned its back on crime. 

It comes back to that financial management as well. If we were not spending $11 billion on interest 

repayments, maybe we could employ those 1500 police. Maybe we could actually employ more 

police. That is the failure that we have got from this government. If we had some of that money, some 

of that $11 billion, maybe we would spend a little bit more to invest in regional Victoria. Regional 

Victoria is that other part of the state that this mob forgets all the time, beyond Ballarat, Bendigo and 

Geelong. 

 Juliana Addison: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, as a regional member of Parliament, I take 

offence at what the member for Gippsland South said, and I would like an apology. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): The member has called for an apology. 

 Danny O’BRIEN: It actually did not refer to anyone specific, Acting Speaker, so you cannot ask 

for a withdrawal. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): It is a matter of debate. There is no point of order. 

 Danny O’BRIEN: If they were so keen to support regional Victoria, maybe we would hear some 

of those ones that are from regional Victoria speak up occasionally. Maybe they would speak up 

publicly and talk about things like the simple fact that, according to the Parliamentary Budget Officer, 

regional Victoria gets 12 per cent of the infrastructure investment in this state, despite the fact we are 

25 per cent of the population. I can hear them chirping up the back there: ‘Wrong, wrong.’ This is the 

Parliamentary Budget Officer that they established. And he has not just done it once; he has done it 

five years in a row, and it has never got better than 13 per cent. Indeed this year, in the 2026–27 budget, 

it is actually less than 12 per cent. That is regional Victoria getting dudded by this government, 

absolutely, and I will come to our solution to that in a moment. 

On corruption, there is one figure that just about everyone in Victoria knows, and I reckon even the 

preppies starting school this year know it: $15 billion on corruption. I know all of those on that side 

know about it, because you have only got to look at their social media posts and go about three 

comments in and you will find ‘$15 billion’ on everything that you see – $15 billion, at a minimum, 

that we have seen of corruption, and that is not accounting for the waste that has gone on in the Big 

Build projects; that is just the corruption element. It is $40 billion of cost overruns at a minimum on 

the Big Build project, and so much of that – virtually all of that – here in the city. Regional Victoria 

has missed out again. 

When it comes to the infrastructure that we do use in regional Victoria, the single biggest thing – and 

it is absolutely appalling – is the state of our roads. The state of our roads in Victoria is appalling. Like 

most country MPs, I spend a lot of time on the road, and in the five-week break that we have had from 

Parliament I spent a lot of time on the road, and I saw some shameful stretches of road on the Hume 

on the Goulburn Valley Highway. I drove up to Bendigo, to the former Premier’s own seat, and there 

were multiple stretches of the dual-lane highway blocked off because of the potholes. What did the 

signs say? They said, ‘Warning: potholes ahead. Storm damage.’ Apparently the roads fall apart when 

there is a storm. That is the sort of duplicity we have got from this government. It is not about a lack 

of investment in maintenance, it is not about the preventative maintenance that has failed for the last 

10 years; it is storm damage. 
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With the change of Premier this morning, I did a little bit of research and I went back to the budget, 

because of course this is all about what has been done in the past. Over two years, 2021–22 and 

2022–23, there was $214 million of cuts to the road maintenance budget. Can anyone guess who the 

minister for roads was back then? Do not tell me. It was the member for Niddrie, the now Premier, 

who oversaw $214 million of consecutive cuts to the road maintenance budget. I did find, talking again 

about comments on Facebook, one of the best comments I saw over that break when we were showing 

people exactly how bad the roads had got, which was from a commentator who said, ‘It’s not a pothole, 

it’s just the start of a new tunnel.’ I think that was probably spot on, because that is exactly what it 

looks like. 

We have got a government that has wasted so much money. Very pertinent right at the moment: 

$600 million was lost on the Commonwealth Games – $600 million for nothing. A bit like the 

$1.3 billion we spent not to build a road, the east–west link, we spent $600 million not to host the 

Commonwealth Games. Indeed $200 million of that went to Glasgow to pay them to host the 

Commonwealth Games literally on the other side of the world. We have seen a government that have 

failed in health, and they like to say how good they are at managing health, but we have got 

68,000 Victorians on the elective surgery waiting list at the moment. We have had a war on farmers. 

We have had a government that is so determined to get through its renewable energy agenda that it 

just is running roughshod over farmers right around the state. And we had the spectacle of both the 

Premier and the Prime Minister last year talking about how they had got it wrong with transmission 

lines and they need to do better, literally a day after they passed legislation in this place granting the 

government more powers to fine farmers who do not let authorised officers onto their land. Subsequent 

to that, they passed new compulsory acquisition powers, which are just an affront to farmers. 

We have seen the waste. There is so much waste that it is hard to say what has been the worst: the 

$600 million on the Commonwealth Games is one, and on the CFA, in the former Premier’s own 

electorate, there was $2.4 million on a temporary fire station that was not and still has never been used. 

Indeed they made an announcement only a month or so ago of more money to bring it up to scratch 

so it can be used after sitting idle for four years. We have literally today had the bushfire inquiry report 

tabled in the other place, which highlights that the cost of building CFA stations has grown three to 

four times since the government brought in its new agency. 

I know it is important not just to highlight the failures when we are talking about no confidence, 

because Victorians can have confidence in this side, and we are ready for an election. If this no-

confidence motion is passed today, we have got a plan already outlined. We have got more to come, 

but we could go to the election now, because we will end the waste and we will stop the corruption, 

and by doing that we will be able to deliver a 10-year plan to fix the budget. 

We will be able to employ 3000 new police. We will be able to introduce our policies for ‘break bail, 

face jail’ to ensure there are consequences for Victorians who do the wrong thing. We will introduce 

a genuine royal commission into the corruption on the Big Build – not a quick and dirty one to cover 

things up so the unions are protected. We will give IBAC new powers to follow the dollars. We will 

introduce Construction Enforcement Victoria to ensure there is a cop on the beat. 

We will introduce the fair share guarantee to make sure regional Victoria gets its fair share. Instead of 

the 12 per cent that those opposite have given, we will ensure that we get the 25 per cent that we are 

entitled to in regional Victoria and make sure that we get the investment we need. We have got a plan 

for regional health. We have already announced commitments to the Mildura hospital, to the Hamilton 

hospital and to Wonthaggi in West Gippsland – two of those are projects that this government 

promised and failed to do. We will give the farmers their rights back – we will repeal those fines that 

I talked about earlier and the compulsory acquisition powers – and their ability to appeal projects at 

VCAT, which have been taken away by a government that does not care about farmers. 

As I said earlier, this is probably the most successful no-confidence motion in about 80 years, because 

already it has brought down a Premier today. We know many of those opposite, at least 14 of them, 
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did not support the current Premier. We know many more did not support the previous Premier. I am 

reminded of the quote from a Labor powerbroker yesterday who said, ‘This is about saving the 

furniture.’ But he added, ‘If you put some of this furniture out on the footpath, no-one would take it.’ 

Those opposite should support this no-confidence motion and give Victorians the election they deserve. 

 Gabrielle WILLIAMS (Dandenong – Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for Public 

and Active Transport, Minister for Women and Girls) (15:27): Let us be clear: this is not a serious 

motion. This is nothing but a stunt to distract from all the things that those opposite plan to take away 

from the Victorian people, and they will flap their arms in this place and hope that we do not notice 

that they are planning to fleece the pockets of communities across this state with their secret plans to 

implement cuts to the health system and cuts to the education system, to take away social services and 

to take away the social infrastructure that this government has built over the last 12 years. They are 

not transparent about that. They want to pretend in front of the Victorian community that they can do 

it all and be it all as they roam around the state with their little rent-a-crowds, taking photos and social 

media reels to make it look like anybody actually knows who the hell they are – because of course 

they do not. So they are forced to come into this place and put through this chamber motions that are 

little more than time-wasting distractions. 

Meanwhile on this side of the chamber we are focused on delivering for all Victorians, making sure 

that we are sharply focused on the issues that are the topics of conversations around kitchen tables in 

the suburbs, in the regions and in the inner city around this state – things like the cost-of-living 

pressures that we know are weighing on families around our community. We are focused on making 

sure that we are implementing real measures that put money back into household budgets. We have 

done that through things in my portfolio like free public transport through April and May and half-

price fares for the rest of the year. Of course we have got 20 per cent off car rego as well, and that is 

on top of the focus that we have had on cost of living over the last 12 years and the initiatives that we 

have been delivering like free kinder, like free TAFE and like building more homes, making sure that 

we have a focus on ensuring that that next generation can get a foot in the door and that home 

ownership is not one of those things that becomes a relic of the past and an unachievable dream for 

those coming through and generations of future Victorians. 

Those opposite will tell you that Victoria is faring very badly, and they have been effectively on a 

campaign to make Victorians feel as though life is rougher than might actually be the case, particularly 

in economic terms. They focus on certain aspects, but what they do not ever talk about is the economic 

growth being experienced here in Victoria. You never hear them talk about that. They will focus on 

the measures that suit their narrative without talking about the key foundational driver of our prosperity 

here in our economic growth. That is not a new phenomenon; that has been a feature of the Victorian 

economy for some time. Victoria’s economy has grown faster than any other state over the last decade. 

Over 500,000 jobs have been created since 2020 alone. Of course we also have the only budget surplus 

on the east coast of this country. 

You do not hear them talking about that, because they play in an environment of the politics of fear 

and they spend all of their time talking down this state. In doing so they have it as their agenda to 

develop a lack of confidence. If that is what you have to offer the Victorian people, then you need to 

have a real good look at yourself as to why you would enter politics in the first place. We are all in this 

place on this side of the chamber because we love this state and because we want it to be as good as it 

possibly can be. We are not going to get out there and tell people that where we live is a terrible place 

to be, like they do each and every day – walk out there pointing at things and making people feel bad 

about their own communities. Is that your agenda? Is that really why you worked through your careers 

to get elected to Parliament and hope to serve high office? Is that what you want to do in government – 

talk down Victoria? 

 David Southwick: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I would ask if you could direct the member 

to direct her comments through the Chair and not use ‘you’, as she continues to do in her contribution. 
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 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): It has been a wideranging debate, but I do ask the 

Deputy Premier to come back to the bill. 

 Gabrielle WILLIAMS: Apologies. It is a fair call; I am willing to accept that. I will direct all 

comments through you as the Chair, Acting Speaker. I do not intend to speak much longer on 

something that is so frivolous, but I will finish up by also making this comment: not only have those 

opposite made it a feature of their entire narrative to talk down this great and beautiful state and its 

people, but they are also deeply focused in back rooms, outside of view, on working out what they can 

take away. I talked about cuts to health and education, but they are also trying to undo important 

reforms like working from home. They are trying to do things that will fundamentally make life harder 

for Victorian families – fundamentally make that juggle of work and life balance much harder for 

Victorian families. They are looking to undo things that free up, for example, women to enter the 

workforce. This is a regressive opposition – one that would seek to take Victoria back to the Dark 

Ages and then try to convince us that that is a positive thing that we should celebrate. 

This motion does not deserve much attention, because it is clearly nothing more than a distraction. 

Any good government should instead be focused on the priorities of Victorians and be focused on 

making sure that we are delivering the things that make their lives easier, whether it be a better 

education system, a better health system or whether it be focusing on bringing crime rates down. We 

had a wonderful contribution from the Minister for Police earlier, and we heard him talk about the 

improvements we have seen in our crime statistics. A good government should be focused on how we 

can take the pressure off families, off household budgets and off their time – giving them time back 

into their day, not just money. A good government should do that, and that is exactly why the Carroll 

Labor government is focused on just that and making sure that our attention is very much – and 

meaningfully and tangibly – on the priorities that Victorians rightly expect us to be focused on. 

 David SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (15:34): We have 123 days to go before we have an election in 

this state and a fresh start for all Victoria and all Victorians, but we cannot wait 123 days, and that is 

why we need this motion of no confidence supported today, immediately. We cannot wait another 

day. I think even many members of the government acknowledge that. In fact this was meant to be a 

motion of no confidence in the former Premier, who has been pushed out today and replaced by 

another Premier – two unelected premiers in a term, two that have not gone to the public to be elected 

and two that have wrecked this state. And no matter who is at the top, this government is responsible 

for the waste, the mismanagement, the corruption, the debt and the crime. Whether it is Jacinta Allan 

or Ben Carroll, they have both wrecked this state, and it is time for a change. 

 Juliana Addison: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, through the Chair, may I remind the 

member for Caulfield to use correct titles, please. It is the member for Bendigo East and the Premier. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): A point of order has been called, so I ask the 

member to – 

 David SOUTHWICK: Thank you, member for Wendouree. You know what, Victorians do not 

know who the Premier is. They wake up the next day and it is another Premier, but the same problems, 

the same mess, the same corruption and the same waste. That is what we are dealing with here in 

Victoria. And this government has the opportunity to do something. Only 2 hours ago we heard 

screaming and carrying on in the party room of the Labor Party – screaming and carrying-on to sack 

the former Premier and replace the former Premier with a new Premier. If those members are so angry 

at what the former Premier has done and want to see a change, take it to the voters. Let us have an 

election tomorrow. Let’s not wait 123 days. Let Victorians decide for themselves. If this government 

and those members were serious about things, they would cross the floor, because we know there were 

many that were screaming and fighting in the party room a few hours ago, wanting the member for 

Carrum to be the Premier. 
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 Juliana Addison: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, the member for Caulfield is misleading the 

house. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): It has been a wideranging debate. That is a matter 

of debate. 

 David SOUTHWICK: The member for Wendouree is clearly concerned about what is going on 

as part of her government. There are members here that supported the member for Carrum. The 

members for Thomastown, Bayswater, Bass, Footscray, Mill Park, Bendigo West, Macedon, Clarinda, 

Eureka, Bentleigh, Hastings, Oakleigh, Melton and Mordialloc did not get the Premier up today that 

they wanted and deserved, as far as they were concerned. How about those members cross the floor? 

How about those members that did not vote for the Premier cross the floor? How about they cross the 

floor and support the motion of no confidence? If they are unhappy with the current Premier – the 

unelected Premier, the member for Niddrie, just like the unelected member for Bendigo East – how 

about they cross the floor, because Victorians are fed up. They are sick of this government, a 

government tied up in corruption – $15 billion of corruption. 

We hear today from the former deputy, now the Premier, who was silent when every other Victorian 

called for a royal commission and who now says we will have a sham, a Temu royal commission. A 

Temu royal commission, the current Premier is going to offer up. Why? Because you cannot have the 

students mark their own homework. That is what they are doing. That is what this government is doing. 

This government has created the corruption, and they are going to run their own royal commission 

over their own corruption – a very deliberate attempt to cover it up. The only way to get to the bottom 

of the corruption and lock up those people that are responsible for it is to have a proper royal 

commission under a Wilson Liberal–National government. That is what we will do. 

Again, the member for Wendouree and others will mislead in terms of what the coalition might be. 

The coalition has been, for a very, very long time, a Labor–Greens coalition, because many of those 

members would not have been in Parliament without – 

 Mathew Hilakari: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, the member on his feet is misleading the 

house. It will be a One Nation–Liberal coalition on the opposition benches. Again, he should not be 

saying it will be a One Nation–National one. The Nationals will be gone. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): There is no point of order. 

 David SOUTHWICK: There is no point of order, again, because you have a government that has 

caused so much corruption. The member for Point Cook needs to explain where the $15 billion has 

gone from the corruption. Who did the member for Point Cook vote for? Was it the member for 

Carrum, or was it the member for Niddrie? That is what the member for Point Cook needs to 

understand – who did he vote for? Because we need a change now. The corruption, the waste, the 

mismanagement have all been under this government. We know – we have seen it. And what do we 

have? We have a new Premier, the former education minister, who failed as an education minister, 

who has now been promoted up. He could not run the VCE exams. His schools are in complete 

disarray in terms of all of that – unfunded schools. And thirdly, he has got teachers that are on strike. 

They are on strike for the second time. The Premier could not do a deal with the teachers the first time, 

and now he has left that job because he messed the teachers up and he messed the education system 

up. And now he is going to have a crack as the so-called Premier. Well, good luck with that. 

 Daniela De Martino interjected. 

 David SOUTHWICK: The union have even questioned why we have ‘the Education State’ on 

our licence plates when our own government has failed, member for Monbulk. That is why – this 

government has failed. What we need is a change. We need a fresh start. This government turns around 

and says, ‘You know what, coalition’ – whatever. I will tell you the coalition – the coalition that we 

have is a government that we have that is firmly involved in corruption. They are smiling. The member 
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for Wendouree cannot wait for a royal commission. Were you involved in any of the corruption stuff, 

member for Wendouree? Did you have any involvement in the corruption? I would like to know that. 

 Juliana Addison: My first point of order, Acting Speaker, is that the member for Caulfield is 

reflecting on the Chair every time he says ‘you’, so when he thinks he is accusing me of something, 

he is actually accusing the Acting Speaker. So I think he needs to withdraw on that front. I would be 

interested in your ruling on that. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): Through the Chair, member for Caulfield. 

 David SOUTHWICK: The member for Wendouree clearly has something to hide. We are looking 

forward to the eventual royal commission. 

 Juliana Addison: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I am offended by the accusation made by 

the member for Caulfield, and I ask for a withdrawal. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): It is a point of debate; it is not a personal reflection. 

 Juliana Addison: On the point of order, Acting Speaker, I am seeking withdrawal because it was 

not a point of debate. It was a direct accusation going against my reputation, and I would like a 

withdrawal. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): The member can withdraw.  

 David SOUTHWICK: I am happy to withdraw. I would say that it is really important for us to get 

to the bottom of the corruption, the $15 billion that this government has covered up. Each and every 

member of the government really should be looking over their shoulder when we have a proper royal 

commission that gets to the bottom of it, because we know that there have been cover-ups, we know 

there have been massive cover-ups. We know that this government has been completely connected to 

the CFMEU and the corruption that we have seen on the Big Build. We have seen so many of these 

contracts that have been awarded. Women in Construction – it was an absolute disgrace that women 

were used in this particular way, that contracts were awarded by a domestic abuser. It is completely 

ridiculous for a government to claim that they support women and at the same time award contracts 

to those that support domestic violence. 

I mean, this is a disgrace. This is what this government has been involved in. This is why we need a 

proper royal commission, not a sham royal commission. We will have a proper royal commission 

under a Jess Wilson government, not a sham one that has been forced here today simply because – we 

have even heard the Premier say it; the only reason why the Premier put his hand up for the job was 

because of polling. Can you trust this new Premier? What kind of integrity does this new Premier have 

when only a few weeks ago, when asked whether he would back the former Premier, Premier Allan, 

what did Premier Carroll have to say? Well, Premier Carroll had to say at the time: 

I’ve got a young daughter at home, and I couldn’t be more proud to make sure she grows up knowing that I 

supported Jacinta Allan … 

That is what he said only a few weeks ago. And you are going to trust this bloke, the Premier, with the 

top job? What kind of integrity is that? Each and every day I am sure every one of us that has children 

comes into this place to make sure that our children, our families, are proud of what we do. The 

member for Dandenong I absolutely support in terms of what she had to say – that people do come 

here to make a difference. Why would you say two weeks ago that you were going to support the 

Premier because it was the honourable thing to do? You said that only a few weeks ago and invoked 

your own daughter’s name, your own child’s name. It shows that this bloke, this Premier, has complete 

disregard as a Premier – complete disregard. What will this Premier do going forward in selling 

Victoria – 

 Mathew Hilakari: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, repeatedly through this contribution, if 

you would like to call it a contribution, the member on his feet has been using incorrect titles, and you 
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have cautioned him several times already on this. If he cannot do this, if he cannot follow your rulings, 

he should probably be sat down, because it is not the first time and it is not the second time, and he 

continues to go on like this. I encourage you to caution him again or sit him down. 

 David SOUTHWICK: On the point of order, Acting Speaker, throughout my contribution we 

have had backbenchers that have been wasting time because they do not like the truth. They cannot 

handle the truth. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): Member for Caulfield, your point of order? 

 David SOUTHWICK: I am coming to the point of order. They cannot handle the truth about 

crime, corruption, waste and mismanagement. I ask you to rule the point of order out of order because 

all it is is time wasting from a government that clearly have got something to hide. These backbenchers 

have got something to hide. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Meng Heang Tak): It is a wideranging debate, but I do ask that it be 

through the Chair. 

 David SOUTHWICK: I have been mentioning, through the Chair, in my whole contribution that 

this is a failed government that we need to change. I implore anyone with any kind of integrity – unlike 

the Premier, who has invoked his own daughter in the contribution – I would ask any of those members 

with any integrity to cross the floor to vote on this motion of no confidence and to do the right thing 

for Victorians. We desperately need a fresh start. We have the plan to do it. We have the plan to fix 

the crime, fix the corruption: 3000 more police, 200 PSOs back on the beat. We will build housing, 

and we will get rid of the 43 per cent of taxes and regulations in building homes. These are all an 

impediment. Whether it is building homes, tackling crime, dealing with the health crisis that we have, 

the cost of living – the whole thing is a mess under this government. 

We need hope, we need confidence, we need certainty. We need a government that actually does 

something. We need a government that works, not a government that looks after itself. This 

government has been inward looking. The last couple of weeks have shown that this government is 

all about themselves. 

 Juliana Addison interjected. 

 David SOUTHWICK: The member for Wendouree can laugh and joke. Member for Wendouree 

and everyone: you are all a joke. It is time for a change. It is time for a fresh start, Wendouree. 

 Martha HAYLETT (Ripon) (15:50): I am just going to bring it down a notch from the member 

for Caulfield, because that was a very horrific contribution. I rise to speak on the motion, and let us be 

clear: this is a stunt, not a serious motion, as the Deputy Premier previously said. The government 

opposes this motion. After six leaders in seven years, the opposition is in no position to lecture this 

government about confidence. While the state Labor government is helping working families, the 

Liberal Party are planning their $40 billion worth of budget cuts. While they pull stunt motions and 

waste taxpayers time in here, wasting the time of this house, this government is getting on with 

delivering for Victorians. 

I would like to take a moment just to talk about what the Labor government on this side is delivering 

for the community of Ripon. It is a big, long laundry list, and I really do not have time in my 

contribution today to share everything that we have done in the electorate of Ripon in our 12 years in 

government, but it is huge. Even just in the last 3½ years in my time as the member for Ripon, we 

have seen extraordinary delivery in the electorate of Ripon. In the community of Ararat – 

 Brad Battin: Acting Speaker, I bring your attention to the state of the house. 

Quorum formed. 
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 Martha HAYLETT: As I was saying, this government is getting on with delivering for Victorians, 

and we are delivering for the people of Ripon. In the amazing community of Ararat we have added 

eight new weekend services to the Ararat line, including a late-night service on weekends. We have 

secured $9 million for upgrades at Ararat 800 Primary School; $4.6 million for upgrades at Ararat 

College; a $2 million upgrade of Marian College; a $2 million upgrade of St Mary’s Primary School; 

over $1 million to upgrade Ararat North Primary School; over $340,000 for new student toilets at 

Ararat West Primary School; over $500,000 for upgraded sport courts and ovals at Ararat 800 Primary 

School; a new kinder coming onsite at Ararat West Primary School; over $700,000 to upgrade the 

Jack & Jill Kindergarten, which is looking beautiful, and that work is now complete; 30 hours of free 

four-year-old kinder across Ararat; over $10 million to upgrade Ararat hospital, including expanded 

theatre, radiology and pathology services and a new CT scanner and prac lab for healthcare trainees; 

over $1.6 million to expand the Budja Budja Aboriginal Cooperative medical clinic; an upgraded 

Ararat ambulance station; MICA paramedics delivered for Ararat; new Optus and Telstra mobile 

towers and broadband upgrades for Ararat; a brand new fire station; $15 million to expand the East 

Grampians water pipeline; over 40 new social housing properties built in Ararat; 25 new homes for 

key workers in Ararat; over $1.4 million for more local mental health services through One Red Tree 

Resource Centre; a new Islamic cultural centre for Ararat; a new sports pavilion at Gordon Street 

reserve; a new off-leash dog park coming to Centenary Park; and $600,000 for pedestrian safety 

upgrades around Ararat. 

When those opposite talk about how this government does not deliver for the regions, I find that 

personally completely offensive, and incorrect. There is no government that has delivered more for 

regional and rural Victoria than our amazing state Labor government. That is really just one 

community of the over 100 in Ripon. I could talk about our beautiful smaller communities: upgrades 

to the Redbank hall, upgrades to the Raglan hall, upgrades to the Barkly hall, $150,000 for a new big 

fill unit for the Amphitheatre CFA, maintenance upgrades at Amphitheatre Primary School, reduced 

speeds to 60 kilometres on Trawalla Road and Langi Kal Kal Road, a new NBN broadband tower in 

Waterloo, a brand new CFA station and ultra-heavy tanker for Natte Yallock and upgrades to the Natte 

Yallock community hub. There is so much; our record of delivery is truly phenomenal. 

I am going to share a little bit more. For the beautiful community of Ross Creek: the $11.1 million 

upgrade of Woady Yaloak Primary School, including the Ross Creek campus; $450,000 to upgrade 

the Ross Creek Recreation Reserve; an upgraded intersection at Lacys Road and Sebastopol-

Smythesdale Road; a new field command vehicle for the local CFA brigade; upgrades to Haddon 

Primary School, the expansion of Haddon Preschool Centre – the list goes on. It is a huge list. We 

have delivered incredible things in our time in government. 

While we have delivered so much, those opposite have had six leaders in seven years. They have been 

completely focused on themselves and focused on what they are going to cut if they get into 

government – the $40 billion worth of cuts that they are planning. They have not been secret about it; 

they have told us. It is truly scary to think what would come if they get their hands on government 

come November. I truly hope that that does not happen. I have full confidence in this government; I 

know the people of Ripon do. We will continue to get on with it while they continue to be a rabble. 

 Brad BATTIN (Berwick) (15:56): As I stand up to talk about this motion of no confidence, it 

brings to mind some movies that have been made around politics, some of the things that have 

happened on the big screen and some of the movies of the past that you could probably refer back to 

today, like Dave. If anyone has not seen Dave, Dave is where they bring in a President of America 

and he has got no say and no power at all; he is run by those in the back office or the back room – the 

faceless men and women. They are the ones that make all the decisions in the background. It kind of 

reminds me of the new Premier. He has got no power himself. It could be The Apprentice, the person 

that was there for all the decisions that were made along the way and then comes in and says, ‘I’m 

going to be doing something different.’ Or if you are the former Premier, you could be In the Line of 

Fire because, let us be honest, the Premier this morning found out well and truly that she was in the 
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line of fire. But no, the actual movie that I think has the most resemblance today is Liar Liar. We have 

got a Premier who has come into this place that is willing to mislead, cheat and lie his way to get into 

this. We know that while Labor will call this a stunt they know the reality. This is a motion of no 

confidence not just in the Premier today; it is in the Premier yesterday, it is in this government and it 

is in each and every minister, and Victorians are sick and tired of it. 

Acting Speaker, if you went upstairs – and I am sure you were there this morning – and you walked 

into the Labor caucus room, closed the Australian cedar wood door and made a decision, and that 

decision was to roll the Premier and bring in someone new, it would not be because the Victorian 

community wanted it. It would be because it protected the members here in this place. This was not 

about any single person on the Labor side of this chamber other than to protect their seats. We heard 

it, didn’t we, because the new Premier came out and said the only reason he is here is because of 

polling. His answer was that short. He could not explain anything afterwards. He just said he was here 

because of polling. It was actually evidence that this Premier was not worried about the things that we 

are concerned about on this side. He is not worried about what Victorians are thinking. He is not 

worried about people being unsafe in their homes. He is not worried about the debt. This Premier is 

not worried that potholes here in this state have got to a point where cars are literally getting damaged 

each and every day, that emergency vehicles have had accidents because of potholes. Yet on this side 

of the house the Leader of the Opposition has travelled in 36 days to 88 seats to listen to what the 

community are saying, and they are very concerned about the things that have been happening. They 

are concerned about crime. They are concerned about the impact on their local communities of having 

record debt here in this state. 

I heard just before – obviously crime is a bit of a hotspot for me – the Minister for Police, who came 

in here and said crime is down. He wanted to come in here and say crime is down. His own statement 

said crime was down in Victoria by 3 per cent. An hour later the Chief Commissioner of Police put 

out a statement that said crime was down by 0.2 per cent here in this state. Any person that could stand 

in here and claim crime is down here in this state is kidding themselves, because the one thing I will 

say is that, whilst doing that tour with the Leader of the Opposition, we met with the families who 

have lost a child to knife crime here in this state. We have met with the police men and women who 

are out on the front line who are saying they are tempted not to stay in the job because they are sick of 

arresting the same people over and over again. They are sick of the fact that this government is telling 

them that we have the toughest bail laws in the country, when we continue to see offenders get bail 

over and over again. But if the police minister, who is included in our motion of no confidence, says 

that crime is down, let us go through the real statistics. 

Residential aggravated burglaries since 2023 have gone up 24 per cent. Aggravated burglaries have 

gone up here in this state. Residential non-aggravated burglaries are up 10 per cent, and non-residential 

non-aggravated burglaries are up 34 per cent. This is when the stats get big. Motor vehicle theft in 

Victoria has gone up 82 per cent. Let us put this in perspective. When the last crime stats came out, 

across the country car theft had gone up by just under 1 per cent. Every single state other than Victoria 

had seen a decline in car theft, but because Victoria was so bad when it came to car theft, the average 

went up across the entire country. Yet this minister comes in here and says, ‘Look at me and pat me 

on the back. I’m doing a great job. I’m doing a wonderful job.’ Steal from a motor vehicle is up 62 per 

cent. Steal from a retail store is up 89 per cent. Here come the big ones – arson-caused damage by fire 

is up 57 per cent. Every single person in this place has been impacted and affected by the firebombings 

going on in Victoria. This is not an Australia-wide problem, this is a Victorian problem. 

The reason that these crimes have increased and the reason we are seeing more and more of these 

young offenders go into the system and get back out again is because of the Victorian Labor Party 

under the current ministers that are still here today and under the ones that this Premier will reward for 

giving him the top job. Each and every one of them understand that it was their laws that were 

weakened here in Victoria, meaning more criminals get on the street. Then they come in here now and 

say that we have got more people getting put on remand today than we did 12 months ago and we 
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have got more people getting their bail revoked than we did 12 months ago. All of these statistics, let 

us put them in perspective. If they had not changed the law, if they had not weakened the bail system 

and if we had had serious consequences since 2023, crime would not have gone up in the first place, 

and if crime had not gone up, we would not have to worry about what is happening right now. 

Each time we lock up a young person here in this state, it costs us nearly $2 million a year. I could put 

40 kids through Scotch College for the same price that I could lock up a kid in the jail system here in 

Victoria. This government now want to brag that they have filled up Cherry Creek and they have filled 

up Parkville. They have had to reopen the prison they closed up in Malmsbury, the one that they hastily 

shut down because, as they said, they were so on top of crime that they were not locking anyone up 

anymore and were taking care of the community. Yet because of their reactions and because of the 

way they have acted, they are now spending millions of dollars to reopen a facility that they had spent 

millions of dollars to close down. The investment that went into Malmsbury of $35 million prior to it 

closing was an absolute waste of money that could have been invested in the things that this 

government say that they do all the time – like education, crime prevention and keeping kids safe. All 

of these things are missing out on money because the Labor government have failed each and every 

step of the way. It is simply not good enough. It is the reason here in Victoria that we put forward this 

motion. 

I know there will be a few more speakers over there who are going to get up, and they have got their 

lines – we all know they have got their lines right in front of them – which will say, ‘This is a stunt’. 

They will regurgitate the same one: ‘Here is a stunt; the Liberal Party are doing a stunt.’ If it was such 

a stunt, why did you all vote this morning to remove the person that this started off about? The person 

in that seat this morning was the member for Bendigo East. That is what started this motion. And, 

guess what, you voted to get rid of her. You voted to change, because polling was impacting your 

seats. It will not worry the member for Macedon; she is retiring anyway. She is going anyway. There 

are no dramas there. But it will affect someone like the member for Narre Warren North. The member 

for Narre Warren South is going as well; he is on his way out. But Point Cook, Werribee – these are 

seats that are going to have massive issues. 

Out in the west, Melton and those areas out there, they know Labor has done a terrible job. When they 

see in their local news – they see it in the Herald Sun, on Seven, Nine, 10, ABC; it does not matter 

where they look – that kids are getting killed in the streets, they know the government has failed. When 

they see the government pretending to do things to reduce knife crime and then knife crime still 

increases, they know the government has failed. When they see car thefts continue to increase at a rate 

so much higher than the rest of the country, they know the government has failed. When they hear 

debt is going to reach $200 billion, they know the government has failed. When they know that we 

are going to spend $11 billion on interest each and every year – enough for the police, the paramedics 

and kindergartens all combined, with some change left – they know that the government has failed. 

I say to those people specifically this morning – and I was not in the room, so I cannot say who voted 

where. Some of them had the courage to say it outside, some did not. But I say to those that voted to 

remove the former Premier or those that voted to keep the former Premier: maybe it is time you take 

this vote to an election, because if you really want to be brave, if you really want to send this out, stop 

making decisions in this place behind the Australian cedar door so that you get to choose who the 

Premier is. The government get to pick the Premier each and every time. That should be a choice for 

the Victorian people. The Victorian community deserve that respect, and they simply do not get it 

when it comes to the Labor Party. This is a decision that is purely made by people probably not even 

in this room. It is made by the unions, and let us be honest, let us be sure: I reckon a part of the deal 

that happened here was: ‘Hey, hey, what we’ll do, member for Niddrie’ – at the time – ‘is we’ll go in 

and we’ll put you in the spot. We might not really want a royal commission, because a royal 

commission won’t actually help, probably, a lot of us. But why don’t we go in there. We can put the 

terms of reference in, and we will make sure it skips things like members of Parliament, former 

ministers or ministerial staff. Or, heaven behold, we might even hold off on any other report like 
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Operation Richmond.’ Operation Richmond will hopefully be tabled in here shortly; then we will see 

what this Premier’s decision-making is like. 

Do not forget this Premier appointed Tony Bates as the Secretary of the Department of Education here 

in this state. It will be interesting to see what Operation Richmond has to say about Tony Bates. What 

involvement did Tony Bates have when it came to the merging of the MFB and the CFA? How much 

was he involved in any illegal activity between the unions and the Premier’s office under Daniel 

Andrews? How much say did he have in that? What accusations will be in there about letters or emails 

that he may have written? What evidence will be there to say that he was involved in corruption? All 

are questions that should rightly be answered, all are questions that should be public, and when they 

do come out it could be very interesting, because that will highlight exactly how this new Premier 

operates, because he appointed Tony Bates as the secretary of the education department here in 

Victoria knowing that Operation Richmond was investigating Tony Bates. If he says he did not, I will 

go back to the movie at the very start: it is just Liar Liar. The Premier cannot come in here now and 

say, ‘I didn’t know about Operation Richmond,’ because let us be honest, the former Premier Daniel 

Andrews was interviewed in Operation Richmond. I am sure there were many discussions around the 

cabinet table about Operation Richmond. 

I hope no-one on that side would disrespect the former Minister for Emergency Services, who was 

one of the people that took Operation Richmond forward. I hope each and every one of them now gets 

behind that decision to make sure that becomes public, because Jane Garrett, as a former member of 

this Parliament, deserves that report to be public. Every single person – every single one of them who 

was in cabinet and made the decision to allow her to go – should do that, because I am going to be 

honest: she did something that many of us in this Parliament may never do. She had the courage to 

stand up against unions and she had the courage to stand up against a Premier, and that report should 

become public. When it does, it will highlight that it was not just the member for Bendigo East and it 

was not just the member for Mulgrave; it is each and every person in the Labor cabinet and it is each 

and every person in the Labor caucus who has actively worked to stop a royal commission, to delay 

these reports coming out from IBAC, to protect themselves and to never once stop and think how this 

is impacting every person in the community. At the same time they have found all the time in the 

world to make phone calls around changing leaders or to stop reports coming out. 

People are struggling in this state. They are struggling to put food on the table. The new Deputy 

Premier said, ‘I don’t believe people are struggling as much as you’re saying on that side.’ Well, I 

invite her down to some of the food banks. Now she is Deputy Premier I am sure she would love to 

join me down there. You come and meet the families who feel like they have had their dignity taken 

away as they go and pick up a meal. That is why Victorians need a fresh start. That is why they need 

a Wilson-led Liberal–Nationals government. 

 Ella GEORGE (Lara) (16:11): I rise today in opposition to this motion. Let us be clear about what 

this is. This is not a serious motion; this is a stunt. While the state Labor government on this side of 

the house is helping working families – while we have an agenda that we are progressing in this state 

when it comes to investing in health care, in education and in protecting the right for Victorians to 

work from home – the Liberal Party on the other side of this house are planning their $40 billion in 

budget cuts. What are they going to cut? How much are they going to cut from health care? How much 

are they going to cut from education? How much are they going to cut from local communities that 

rely on government to support them? 

On this side we are committed to supporting working families, and I want to talk a bit about that, 

because we could be doing that today in this house. We had a choice to do that today in this house. 

We could be debating the Equal Opportunity Amendment (Work from Home) Bill 2026, legislation 

that protects the right of Victorians to work from home two days a week from September this year, 

but instead the opposition have chosen to waste the Parliament’s time on a motion that they know is 

doomed – a motion that is not a serious motion and that is just a stunt. I want to talk about what this 

means for my community, because my community is not interested in stunts and motions like this. My 
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community is interested in what we are doing to support working families and what we are doing to 

legislate their right to work from home. As a regional Victorian, the ability for families to work from 

home two days a week is a massive, massive issue for us. What that means for a family is you do not 

have to spend a couple of hours each way commuting on the V/Line. It means that you are home for 

school pick-up and school drop-off. These make real differences in people’s lives. They improve their 

livability, and that is what we are focused on. We are ready to be debating this legislation. We want to 

debate this legislation, and we want to see this legislation pass the Parliament. But instead we are stuck 

here spending the day on a stunt, not on a serious motion at all. 

My community is not interested in this. What they are interested in, as I said, is the working-from-

home legislation that this government is bringing before the Parliament. They are interested in our 

investment in health care and education. When it comes to health care, this government is investing in 

it, not cutting it. There will be $40 billion worth of cuts if the Liberals have their way, and I would like 

to know what they plan to cut first, because I can tell you right now that in Geelong we cannot afford 

Liberal cuts. Across Victoria we have seen this government invest in 11 new hospitals and 40 upgraded 

hospitals. We have seen 17,000 more nurses and midwives hired, with a 28.4 per cent wage increase 

for nurses and midwives. You will not see that from a Liberal–One Nation government. We have seen 

the free virtual emergency department and Chemist Care Now so that Victorians can get their scripts 

without going to the GP. 

We have seen 50,000 more specialist appointments for kids and surgeries, because too many children 

are waiting too long for surgery. You will not see that with $40 billion worth of cuts to Victoria. Is 

that $40 billion worth of cuts to the healthcare sector? Is it $40 billion worth of cuts to education? Is it 

50–50 – $20 billion to health, $20 billion to education? Quite frankly, we do not know. While they are 

planning their cuts, they are not willing to tell the Victorian public what they are going to cut. 

We cannot afford those cuts in Geelong. I am so proud of the investments we have made in health care 

across our region, from the brand new kids emergency department at Barwon Health to the 

$500 million women’s and children’s hospital being built right now in Geelong, the biggest investment 

in health care in regional Victoria ever. There are cranes in the sky. The hospital is looking different 

every single time you drive past. This project is coming to life before our eyes in Geelong, and I know 

that projects like this are at risk with a Liberal government, because they are going to cut $40 billion 

out of our state, and $40 billion worth of cuts means you do not get a $500 million women’s and 

children’s hospital in Geelong. 

We have invested in Barwon Health North, which is now seeing hundreds of people every single day 

across its urgent care clinic, dental, its dialysis programs and the medical imaging services that it has. 

In North Geelong we have a brand new early parenting centre, supporting families in those first few 

years with their little ones when they need the support most. We have got a children’s rehabilitation 

centre for kids who have suffered really awful injuries, and we have got the Geelong mental health 

and wellbeing local, which is already supporting thousands of people. When they need support with 

their mental health, they need free accessible support close to home. But this is all at risk with 

$40 billion worth of cuts slated by those opposite. 

It is not just health care that we are investing in. When it comes to education, no government has a 

better record of investment than this Labor government, opening over 100 new schools and countless 

upgrades to so many schools across all of our communities in Victoria. There is not a town in Victoria 

that has not seen the benefits of investment into education in our state. In the community that I 

represent, the largest secondary school, Northern Bay College, has seen a brand new performing arts 

centre and school entrance and new classrooms and learning spaces for its students. We have just 

announced we are investing in a new kinder onsite to support local families. When the Hendy Street 

campus burnt down, Labor was there to rebuild it, and we are rebuilding it right now. Construction 

has already started. I attended the sod turn with the Premier to acknowledge that really important 

moment for the Hendy community, for the Northern Bay community, who did so well after they had 

a horrific fire on their school campus. They came together and they got through that, and who was 
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there to back them in at that time? Labor was. Labor was there to back them in, to commit funding to 

rebuild their school. If you have got $40 billion worth of cuts coming from those opposite, what 

happens when your school burns down? Is there enough money to rebuild it? I do not think so. 

Western Heights College is another incredible school in the community that I represent. We have just 

finished construction on a brand new gym at that school. That is an amazing school that has a specialist 

sports program across football, netball, soccer and basketball. They did not have a gym onsite, but 

Labor built them a gym at their school. Again, with $40 billion worth of cuts coming their way, I do 

not think they would get a gym like that from those opposite. 

St Francis Xavier School in Corio has received $2 million for another recently completed project, a 

brand new administrative building with staff areas, reception, first aid and other amenities. It is an 

amazing new upgrade to the school and has really significantly improved safety for students and 

teachers there at that school – again, another project that this Labor government has funded, because 

we are committed to investing in education and we are committed to investing in our communities. 

With $40 billion worth of cuts coming from those opposite, projects like the $2 million upgrade at 

St Francis Xavier would not go ahead. 

It is not just about the buildings at schools. My mum was a teacher, and she taught me so much about 

how schools can be a place for students to thrive and really grow. Yes, classrooms are incredibly 

important, but what sits around the classrooms is just as important. This government has seen an 

unprecedented level of investment in that, from our school breakfast programs, meaning that every 

kid has a full tummy when they go to learn in the mornings, and from our camps and excursions fund, 

meaning that no kid has to miss out on what some of the best moments of school are all about, to our 

Glasses for Kids program. 

I have to say, I think I have spoken about this before, but I wish there had been a program like this 

when I was in school, because I was one of those kids who could not quite see the whiteboard but did 

not realise anything was wrong. I was okay at English because I could work out what the words were 

saying, but I kept getting my maths wrong because I could not see the numbers. If I had had my eyes 

tested at school, I reckon I would have had glasses in primary school, but instead I had to wait until 

about year 10 to get them. Kids dental, of course, is another really important investment that this 

government has been making to support students and families by delivering dental services at school – 

not only supporting students and families but also easing the cost of living, which we know is so 

important for our communities right now. 

This motion is a distraction. It is a distraction from the opposition’s real agenda, which is to cut 

$40 billion from Victorian communities and sack one in seven public servants. In Geelong that 

represents hundreds of jobs, and behind every single job is a family, a family that relies on a good job 

to support them. Most of our state budget in Victoria goes to health and education, which makes one 

thing clear: if you are going to cut $40 billion from it, you cannot cut it without cutting hospitals and 

without cutting schools, and we know that those opposite have a track record on that. Just mention the 

two words ‘Jeff Kennett’. We know what Jeff Kennett did. He cut schools, he cut hospitals, he sold 

schools, he sacked teachers, he sacked nurses. But the Liberals, those opposite, cannot do it alone. 

Along with One Nation, they would form a coalition of cuts and closures. Under a Wilson–Hanson 

government, One Nation will not stop the cuts. They will vote for every single one of them. One Nation 

wants to privatise hospitals and cut wages, and Victorians cannot stand for that. Victorians cannot 

afford a One Nation–Liberal coalition cutting the things they rely on: cutting health care – the free, 

accessible, world-class health care that they rely on; cutting the public education that Victorian 

families rely on to ensure that every student, no matter where they live, gets the very best start to life. 

Victorians cannot afford a One Nation–Liberal coalition government. They cannot afford the 

$40 billion of cuts that they have committed to making. 

In closing, this motion is a statement of Liberal desperation, not of Liberal vision, because they have 

no vision unless you count the $40 billion worth of cuts they are going to make. While this government 
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and we on this side of the house get on with delivering more hospitals, more homes, more schools – 

investment in our communities – those opposite are focused on what they are going to cut first. What 

does that $40 billion worth of cuts look like? Which community are they coming for? I condemn this 

motion. I commend the state government for its investment in our communities – for its investment in 

housing, in hospitals, in health care and in education. 

 Ellen SANDELL (Melbourne) (16:23): Let us be honest about what Victorians have been 

watching today. What a circus. We have a Labor government in chaos with this farcical leadership 

musical chairs and we have a Liberal government who have had six leaders in seven years – 

 Members interjecting.  

 Ellen SANDELL: a Liberal opposition, rather, who have had six leaders – you are right – in seven 

years and are spending the time in Parliament today kicking the boot into the other side with this no-

confidence motion while they have their own MPs resigning or about to be expelled from the party. I 

bet the Liberal Party are feeling pretty smug that they got to bury that news today under all the Labor 

leadership chaos. But to be honest, for Victorians looking from the outside at their government, this is 

the best advertisement for getting rid of the outdated two-party system that you could possibly get. It 

is exactly why Victorians are fed up with the two old parties. In the last 24 hours we have seen Labor 

MPs fighting harder for their own jobs than they are fighting for the people of this state. This tells you 

everything that you need to know about the Labor Party in Victoria, a government where almost all 

the decisions that they have made in the last few years have been more about hanging on to power 

than actually using that power to make Victorians’ lives better. 

Let me be clear where the Greens stand today. We will not be backing Labor in this no-confidence 

vote, but we will not be backing the Liberals either, because neither of them have the confidence of 

the Victorian public and frankly neither of them deserve it. We have no confidence in a Labor Party 

whose recent track record consists of selling off and privatising Victorians’ public assets, leaving 

Victorians paying more for worse services; Labor demolishing public housing for private 

development; Labor gutting environmental funding and environmental laws in this state; Labor 

approving the biggest new gas projects in a decade when we are about to go into an El Niño summer 

with catastrophic climate impacts bearing down on Victorians; Labor introducing cruel and punitive 

laws to lock up kids; and Labor continuing to refuse to clean up corruption. We have no confidence in 

a Labor Party who have that as their track record. 

But the Greens also will not play any part in helping to prop up a Liberal Party that has One Nation 

waiting in the wings to help it form government and help it to rip up Victoria’s groundbreaking treaty, 

which was decades of important work; a Liberal–One Nation government that wants to demolish 

climate action in Victoria and open us up entirely to the fossil fuel industry, selling us for a song to 

overseas fossil fuel companies; a Liberal–One Nation government that wants to bring back native 

forest logging; a Liberal–One Nation government that wants to introduce even further cruel policies – 

if you could even get more cruel than what the Labor government has done, it will be a Liberal–One 

Nation government that wants to put more kids through the adult court system and lock them up for 

life; and, let us be clear, a Liberal government who, while it says it wants to clean up corruption, has 

actually voted against expanding IBAC’s jurisdiction, voted against giving our anti-corruption 

watchdog the powers it needs to clean up corruption in this state. 

Here is the truth. Both these two old major parties care about themselves, their own power, their donors 

and their powerbrokers, not Victorians – not people struggling to get by, struggling to pay the rent, 

struggling to buy groceries or struggling to find a good school to send their kids to due to Labor’s 

underfunding. They are not the people that Labor and the Liberals care about. So today the Greens 

will not throw our support behind either Labor or the Liberals in this vote. We will abstain from this 

vote. We are not going to hand our vote to bad and we are not going to hand it to worse, and Victorians 

too do not have to settle for that choice. My message to Victorians is this: this November at the 

Victorian state election you do not have to choose between bad and worse. You can demand better, 
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and you can elect more Greens to replace these two tired, old, hopeless parties. Electing Greens means 

electing people who do not take dodgy donations from big corporations and billionaires and do their 

bidding. While Labor and the Liberals work for their corporate donors, the only people the Greens 

work for is you, Victorians, now and in the future.  

While major parties spend their time fighting themselves, the Greens spend our time fighting for the 

things that Victorians need to live a decent life. Our plan is for free, frequent and accessible public 

transport, something that Victorians need to make their lives better; for caps on rent increases so that 

your rent can never go up more than your wages; to double public housing, not demolish it like the 

Labor government is doing and sell it off to private interests; and to scrap stamp duty for homes up to 

$1.6 million and reduce stamp duty so that people can buy their first home or downsize without 

barriers paid for by making the ultrawealthy pay a bit more tax, because if you can afford more than 

$5 million in investment properties that you do not even need to live in, you can afford to pay a bit 

more tax so that all Victorians get one home to live in. Our plan is to stop coal and gas drilling by the 

big overseas fossil fuel giants from destroying Victoria and to make these big polluters pay for the 

damage that they are doing to our climate and our communities, for the bushfire and flood clean-up 

and for the huge insurance premiums and skyrocketing energy bills that we all pay due to coal and gas 

companies’ actions and their causing of climate change. 

Labor and the Liberals will not deliver these things: free public transport, rent caps, real climate action, 

fully funding our public schools, paid for by taxing the big banks and fossil fuel and gambling 

corporations. Labor and the Liberals will not do this, because they do the bidding of those big 

corporations. It is only the Greens that are fighting for these things. It is only the Greens that are 

providing this genuine, hopeful, progressive alternative to the tired old parties and to One Nation. 

Honestly, today is the best advertisement for ending the two-party system that money could buy. The 

Victorian people are sick of both of them, and Victorians deserve so much better than this. The Greens 

are not here to tinker around the edges. We are not here to make the two old parties a little bit better. 

We are here to replace them, and we will be doing that this November. 

 Mathew HILAKARI (Point Cook) (16:32): Thank you so much for the opportunity to speak on 

this debate. I just want to take up the member for Melbourne on some of her commentary about big 

donations from dodgy providers, gambling, tobacco – all these things. I want to quote from the Sydney 

Morning Herald, Caitlin Fitzsimmons, on 19 December 2021: 

Businessman Graeme Wood made political history by donating $1.68 million to the Greens in 2010, and over 

the decade gave the party’s state and national branches a total of $2.49 million. 

Of course I cannot verify whether this information in this august paper, the Sydney Morning Herald – 

 Ellen Sandell: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, members in this place are required to be factual 

in their contributions, and these are not donations from corporations. They are not donations from big 

business, as I have made very clear. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Lauren Kathage): Yes, all members are required to be factual. There 

is no point of order. 

 Mathew HILAKARI: Indeed it is an interesting factual statement around the donations that the 

Greens have been receiving. But my question for them is: what does $2.49 million buy you from the 

Greens? No? Not interested in responding to that one? I will get on, then, to the Liberal and National 

parties, as the Greens leave the chamber. It sounds like a Thursday afternoon when they are not usually 

in the chamber; they have tapped out for the day. 

 Members interjecting. 

 Mathew HILAKARI: For those chortling from the opposition, I am sorry to say a few things about 

you too and some of the contributions that you have made. The Liberal–National parties: I have got to 

say, if you describe them as fruits, they would be the durians of the Australian political scene. You are 
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spiky, you are a bit stinky, you are an acquired taste, you are banned on public transport and so many 

other places and you just do not grow south of the border – the durians of Australian politics, the 

durians of Victorian politics. We have had this stunt put before us by the opposition, and it is a stunt 

because there is seriousness going on within this government on the types of policies that we need to 

lead forward, and I am going to keep my contribution short because we have the business of 

government to undertake in this chamber. 

Firstly, I would like to talk about work from home, something that the opposition is deeply desperate 

not to talk about. I understand there are even mandates from your leadership not to talk about this 

wonderful policy. Why is work from home a wonderful policy? Well, apart from those people who 

are doing it already, it will save people in the community that I represent 1.5 hours each way each day. 

For those opposite, who talk about a crisis around improved productivity, where is the productivity in 

being stuck in your car one to two days a week? Where is that productivity? I do not hear them talking 

loudly about that, about the tiredness that it brings and about the challenges for building great 

communities and being able to volunteer at your local club or organisation and able to pick up your 

kids on time after school. Those opposite talk about family values, but they want people to spend all 

this time, up to two days a week, in their car. They are so offended by working from home that some 

in the Liberal Party call it apartheid. We have seen the opposition’s member for Brighton call for a 

reckless five-day office mandate and fake a tax scare to suggest that people will be paying more 

taxation. It is an extraordinary thing that the Liberals are moving this sort of motion in this place, 

particularly when we are doing some amazing things across our communities. 

I want to talk about our record on health, and health particularly in the area of Point Cook and beyond 

is getting massive improvements from this government. The emergency department at Werribee 

Mercy Hospital is being doubled right now. It will be open by the end of this year. What I loved when 

I was onsite with those people who were building it was that they were able to describe how we are 

building it future ready. There are panels that are plastered over in the walls there that are ready to be 

cut out and made into new treatment spaces when they are required. We all know, because we have 

been doing this as a government for a long time, that from the moment you announce a hospital, it 

takes 10 years to cut the ribbon. We have been doing that over the course of this term of government. 

When we cut the ribbon on Footscray Hospital, it was the most substantial contribution for a single 

site for health at that time. We are building those for the future. Within Point Cook directly, we are 

building the Point Cook community hospital right now. It has come up out of the ground and the 

cladding is going on as we speak, and at that site we will see chemotherapy, dialysis and urgent care. 

We will see those things that our community need close to home. I talked about wasted time in the car 

around work from home, and it is also a difficult time when you need to get to ongoing and repeated 

care at hospital. For dialysis three times a week, travelling an extra 20 minutes or 40 minutes every 

time – that is another couple of hours added to your life – is unnecessary and makes life just that bit 

harder. Buying back time for people is a huge thing. I want to also talk about how we have opened 

11 new hospitals and have upgraded 40 more. The member for Frankston I know is so excited about 

the hospital that has been built there, and it is enormous. 17,000 more nurses and midwives have been 

hired at a 28.4 per cent pay rise as well. These are extraordinary things that we are doing across our 

community. 

I want to talk to some of those other things in the community that I represent: the increase in work on 

Point Cook Road at dangerous intersections like Sneydes Road, which has been traffic lighted, and 

like Central Avenue and Point Cook Road, which is under construction right now. I know that is a 

challenge for the community that I represent in getting around that space. It is a job that should have 

been done 30 years ago, and we are doing it right now. I could keep talking about all the wonderful 

things across our community, but I want to get on with the work-from-home legislation because that 

is important for our community, and that is a good use of this Parliament’s time. 

 Emma KEALY (Lowan) (16:39): Today I rise in support of the no-confidence motion. It is ironic 

because I knew, because it was on the business program, that we would be debating a no-confidence 
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motion here in Parliament today, but little did I know that Labor had a no-confidence motion of their 

own that they were about to put through their own caucus. We started the day with a female Premier, 

one that we have heard so many times would be celebrated. In fact the new Premier of the day actually 

looked her in the eye – let us never, ever forget that – and said: 

I’ve got a young daughter at home, and I couldn’t be more proud to make sure she grows up knowing that I 

supported Jacinta Allan to be a world-class premier and get re-elected in her own right. 

He looked his daughter in the eye and said that. The Deputy Premier who was willing to say that in 

the media, in public, to all Victorians to show his integrity, to show his honesty and to show his 

commitment to the Premier is now the Premier of the day. It would seem that there has been a change 

of heart or perhaps a level of dishonesty one could assess from that, and certainly this is what 

Victorians are feeling today. We have got another Labor MP who is in it more for themselves and their 

own gains than they are for the Victorians who voted for them to be there in the first place. Today has 

been a day of utter chaos in the Victorian Parliament – 

 Colin Brooks: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, imputations against members of this place are 

out of order. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Lauren Kathage): Does the member wish to withdraw? 

 Colin Brooks: I am not seeking a withdrawal. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Lauren Kathage): I ask the member to continue without impugning. 

 Emma KEALY: We know today Victorians are at home with their jaws on the ground at the level 

of self-absorption of Labor MPs in Victoria. They are so sick of the ongoing headlines where there are 

allegations of corruption, not just by people who are whistleblowers but by people who are out on the 

streets who have seen this with their own eyes – women who have been sexually assaulted on 

worksites. We have got the KC who has came forward as well who has come out and said that there 

is at least $15 billion missing due to corruption on Big Build sites. 

 Jade Benham interjected. 

 Emma KEALY: Geoffrey Watson – thank you for the reminder. We know that this is the case. 

Yet up to now we have not even seen an acknowledgement from Labor that this is a problem. It has 

been, ‘The matter’s been dealt with and shelved, and we’ll just move on.’ This has been used as a tool 

by today’s Premier – Carroll – to say they are going to do a royal commission now that they see it is a 

problem. It was not a problem yesterday. It is a problem today, though, and they are going to fix it. 

We can trust him, because he is going to look Victorians in the eye and say, ‘This is going to be a very 

good royal commission. We agree that this is going to get to the bottom of the corruption, and you 

should believe me because I’m honest, like I’m always honest with my daughter who I told I wouldn’t 

roll the female Premier because I wanted her to be proud of me for being a good man and standing by 

a woman.’ You have not done that. The Premier has not done that – 

 Luba Grigorovitch: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I would ask the member on her feet to 

come back to the resolution at hand. She is completely going out of bounds here. 

 Wayne Farnham: On the point of order, Acting Speaker, there is no point of order. It is a no-

confidence motion, and that is what the member is being relevant to. 

 Nathan Lambert: Further on the point of order, Acting Speaker, you did caution the member on 

her feet about impugning other members, and making implications about the honesty of other 

members is impugning other members under standing order 118. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Lauren Kathage): I remind the member for Lowan that imputations 

are disorderly, and I ask her to just be mindful of that as she continues her contribution. 
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 Emma KEALY: We know in Victoria, and all Victorians know, that the Labor government is not 

representing Victorian interests. They are not paying attention to the waste that is going on in this 

environment. They have done nothing to end the corruption in this state, and they certainly are not 

delivering a fair share for rural and regional Victorians. 

Time and time again I go out into my community and I hear another story, which is horrific, about the 

implications of a government that has lost its way. They have lost the focus of the Victorians that 

elected them to be there, because they have been only interested in propelling their own career at the 

expense of everyday Victorians who are living through terrible conditions. 

We have got horrific roads. The roads are the worst that I have ever seen in my life. There are more 

potholes than there is road surface on some of our roads, and it is entirely dangerous. It is so dangerous, 

the condition of these roads, that we have people coming forward initiating concerns in the media 

themselves, because they do not want to see a family member or a friend in a truck rollover or a school 

bus rollover. They do not want their friends and family, the people they know, to lose their life on 

these roads, because it is the CFA volunteers who are turning up, it is paramedics who turn up to that 

and it is people who are SES volunteers who have to chop their loved ones out of vehicles. It happens 

over and over and over again and causes so much mental trauma in our communities. It simply is not 

fair. 

We have the additional cost of this infrastructure that is failing in our regional areas. Judy from Lake 

Bolac is currently travelling to Melbourne for cancer treatment. In a period of just four days she blew 

seven tyres and fractured four rims. Can you imagine having to travel that far anyway for your local 

cancer treatment – a couple of hundred kilometres away – being unable to work and then having an 

additional cost of seven tyres and four rims? That is also time out of her life to get them repaired. It is 

the cost of Labor. It is how Victorians are paying the price for Labor’s neglect of our country roads. 

Glenn from Rainbow, who can no longer access cancer check-ups in the local area, now has to travel 

to Ballarat, hundreds of kilometres away, at additional expense to him. Donald from Mumbannar 

contacted my office with deep concerns about road safety because people were driving on the wrong 

side of the Princes Highway near Dartmoor just to avoid the potholes. It goes back to that old saying: 

you no longer drive on the left side of the road, you drive on what is left of the road. That is what is 

happening and putting lives at risk in regional Victoria today. Rob from Edenhope got an 

extraordinarily high PSA test result, and when he saw his doctor at Grampians Health, they prescribed 

him magnesium so he could sleep better because there was nobody he could be referred to in western 

Victoria. He is now getting treatment in Adelaide, along with many other people from western Victoria 

who cannot access treatment in Victoria. 

It is a disgrace, and this is what we get when we have a government that are more interested in their 

own careers as members of Parliament and that turn a blind eye to corruption by their Labor mates 

and taxpayer money being misspent. Victorians are doing it worse because money is being spent on 

corruption rather than on fixing our roads, delivering a world-class health system, making sure that we 

have got an education system that can support our young people to be the best they possibly can and 

making sure we have got sufficient housing available so that people can get a rental, so that people 

can build their first home if they want to and so that someone who wants to develop a housing estate 

actually has the means and the interest, the levers and the rewards that make it worthwhile. 

We have spoken to Jess and Karissa in Stawell. They are being great mums, getting their kids off the 

screens and taking them down to the local skate park in Stawell, but one of their sons was robbed at 

the skate park – just a young lad. He was robbed at the skate park, and now these mums have gone 

ahead off their own bat to drive a petition to get CCTV set up at the local skate park. Of course Stawell 

is one of the 40 police stations across the state where there are reduced hours, which is just another 

implication of mismanagement by the Labor government. We simply do not have enough police. They 

do not have the laws to be able to do their job. They are spending so much time going in circles, 

watching the people they arrest be let out on bail just to offend again, that it is wasting their time and 

people do not feel safe. When mums who are taking the initiative to actually drive their kids down to 
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the local skate park and get them out and get them active do not feel safe in doing so, it is a bad 

situation. It is a terrible situation. These are good mums. They are trying to do the right thing, but they 

are worried because the government is failing them. The government have let them down. They have 

been more focused on supporting corruption in this state than on stopping the crime. Today we have 

seen Labor are more interested in fighting each other than in fighting crime and fighting for these 

mums who just want a safe skate park to drop their kids off to. 

Of course down at Hamilton hospital, which has been fighting for a redevelopment for years and years 

and years – this is a hospital I worked at a very long time ago now – we know that that emergency 

department needs an upgrade. It has needed an upgrade for a long time. It is simply not supporting the 

wonderful staff that are working at Hamilton hospital. They are doing an absolutely incredible job in 

one of the smallest and busiest emergency departments in regional Victoria. It is amazing what they 

are dealing with, but it is simply unfair to be working in those conditions. It is difficult to see where 

the evidence is that this government are supporting healthcare workers when they are happy for them 

to continue working in conditions like that, because it is not right. 

Do you know who has come through and made the time to meet with these people and talk to them 

locally? It is Jess Wilson, the Leader of the Liberal Party, and Danny O’Brien, the Leader of the 

Nationals. I have been out there with them over the past weeks as they did their tour around the 88 seats 

around the state to actually engage with Victorians, to listen to them and to make sure that we are 

delivering what Victorians are looking for. It is very, very clear that what Victorians want right now 

is to see an end to the waste, to stop the corruption and to give Victoria the fresh start that it needs. 

It is clear that there are massive infrastructure needs right across regional Victoria. The only way that 

we can deliver on those and fix them and get them up to a standard where they should be is to introduce 

a fair share guarantee. That is what the Nationals have committed to: if regional Victoria has 25 per 

cent of the population, we should get 25 per cent of the infrastructure spending in the state budget. It 

is only fair and it is only right. But under Labor we only see 12 per cent of the infrastructure budget. 

It simply shows that Labor are not interested in supporting rural and regional communities, the 

communities that work so hard to deliver billions of dollars – over $20 billion a year just through 

agriculture alone – to the state budget.  

Instead, what do we see? Labor wants to roll out yet another tax that targets country people, the 

emergency services tax. We have made a commitment to scrap the emergency services tax. I would 

love to hear the position of the newly minted Premier, as to whether he stands by this unfair tax which 

specifically targets and impacts productive land that cannot just be sold off and then you can just move 

on and hope you make more next year. It is a tax on productive land, and always, as an agreement, we 

would never tax that. Yet here are Labor looking for another bucket of money, putting their hand in 

the pocket of people who are growing our food and fibre because they want to fill the budget black 

hole in Melbourne from the waste on Melbourne projects and the corruption on Melbourne projects. 

It is better for them to tax regional Victorians than it is to stop the corruption. Regional Victorians see 

that. Victorians in Melbourne see that.  

So while this no-confidence motion is a point in time today – and as I said, we have already seen a no-

confidence motion in the Labor caucus today – we know that this is going to be just more of the same. 

The current Premier stood by the former Premier in every single decision that was made under this 

government. Make no mistake, this is just a shuffling of the deckchairs on the Titanic. I did see a quip 

in a newspaper recently that said this is just a move to try and save some of the furniture in the Labor 

caucus at the next election. The problem is no-one wants to pick that furniture up – it is sitting on the 

kerb, it is waiting for hard waste day, nobody is picking it up. Nobody is buying what Labor is selling, 

because they are sick of the corruption, they are sick of the waste and they want a fresh start for this 

state. 

The worst news out of today, apart from the fact that we have got a Labor government that is totally 

distracted from the job that it has to govern for all Victorians, is that you have taken the one thing away 
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that Victorians desperately wanted, and that was to vote out Premier Allan and this stinking, rotten, 

corrupt Labor government. That is the biggest regret that I am hearing from people right across the 

state today, that you have taken their opportunity away. But they will not forget. They know that it is 

the same government. They know that it is the same corruption. They know that it is the same waste. 

And they know exactly what they need to do on 28 November, and that is to vote for the Liberals and 

Nationals for a fresh start for all of Victoria. 

 Nathan LAMBERT (Preston) (16:54): I rise to oppose this no-confidence motion brought by the 

member for Kew. There sometimes seems to be a little bit of confusion from those opposite as to 

exactly what we are debating, so I will just read out the motion: 

That the Premier and the other ministers … for the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of this 

house.  

The Premier to whom the motion refers, as previous speakers have noticed, has changed since this 

motion was first put on the notice paper. You would have thought perhaps that the opposition could 

have withdrawn it, but they have not. In a way they – 

 Members interjecting. 

 Nathan LAMBERT: I take up the interjections. They have not, because it is actually true and 

correct that, broadly, no-confidence motions are about the government. As we all know, they have a 

special place in the Constitution Act 1975. In fact were one to pass, which certainly will not happen 

here, they do actually trigger an election. Perhaps those opposite would be pleased they will not trigger 

an election. They will certainly be pleased up in Preston and Reservoir, where they are having real 

trouble finding a candidate for the Liberal Party to run for them. Were they only given two more 

weeks, I am not confident they would actually have someone on the ballot paper for the Legislative 

Assembly in our part of the world. But we genuinely wish them luck in their search for a candidate 

locally. We do want to see a genuine contest, and I will say this: we have all been out engaging with 

our community, knocking on doors, and there are people in Preston and Reservoir who do support the 

Liberal Party. I have had the opportunity to talk to a number of them, and they do want someone to 

vote for, so I do encourage those opposite when they do get organised. I know the member for Kew 

very briefly dropped into Northland to tick off our part of the world on her grand tour. She did not get 

to Reservoir, unfortunately, which people up there were not so impressed with, but hopefully we will 

have a candidate locally soon. 

On this specific no-confidence motion, when this was first introduced I was asked by journalists – I 

think Jessica Maggio was the one who asked me directly – on my way into the building about it, and 

I gave what was probably an overly elaborate answer on the history of these motions. Then when I 

turned on the television that night, I was quite embarrassed to see that they played my cumbersome 

answer and then they played the answers from the members for Williamstown, Laverton and Hastings. 

They all said, I think, one-word answers to the effect of, ‘It’s desperate and it’s a stunt.’ I watched that 

and very much thought, ‘That’s what I should have said; that is the correct answer.’ In fact really that 

is the correct answer today. I could say that it is a stunt and just sit down. In ordinary circumstances 

perhaps I would have, but as we know, today’s circumstances in this place are not ordinary 

circumstances. 

I think it is strange, but we almost need to thank the member for Kew. Perhaps we do not need to thank 

her, but I imagine the Governor is thankful to the member for Kew, because we have recently of course 

had a change of leadership in the Labor Party. When you are the Governor, an important thing you do 

is make sure that the Premier has the confidence of the house, and I suppose we are grateful to the 

member for Kew that very shortly we will be proving to everyone that of course the new Premier has 

the confidence of the house when this no-confidence motion is soundly defeated. I think those who 

tuned in for the member for Kew’s speech might have noticed that she effectively conceded as much 

in her remarks. 
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To go to the substance of this question of whether the Victorian people should have confidence in the 

government, of course they should. It is a government that has fine leadership amongst all its ministers 

and a fantastic leadership team. I do want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the role of the 

member for Bendigo East – the very longstanding role of the member for Bendigo East – in that 

leadership team. We have been hugely grateful locally for the former Premier’s help with us on a 

number of significant local issues. 

Just on a personal note, I know that the former Premier, the member for Bendigo East, shared with our 

family the experience of having spent a lot of time at the Royal Children’s Hospital. I know she was a 

huge supporter of the hospital and the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute and very proud of the 

fact that we have such fantastic, world-class – really, top 3 world-class – paediatric healthcare and 

research institutions and precincts right here in the state of Victoria. I know it was a thing that she was 

passionate about. She has spoken publicly about her daughter Peggy and some of the very profound 

challenges that Peggy faced when she was very young, which fortunately she has fully recovered from. 

We have also spent too much time in the Royal Children’s Hospital. No-one wants to spend time there, 

but we will actually be back there on Friday for another CT scan. I just want to express our gratitude 

to the former Premier for her understanding and her generosity. Actually, she extended an invite – she 

and her team – to us to come along to the Good Friday Appeal, which is of course something we all 

get behind in this chamber, to raise money for the Royal Children’s Hospital. It was an opportunity 

for us just to go there and thank so many of the wonderful healthcare workers and clinicians who have 

supported us, and of course the leadership team there – Peter Steer and Tom Connell; Professor 

Kathryn North; Professor Andrew Davidson, who heads up the Melbourne Children’s Trial Centre; 

and Ryan Brown from the foundation there – and all of the remarkable staff at the Royal Children’s 

Hospital, who we all support here. That was a particular passion of the member for Bendigo East, and 

I am grateful for her supporting that as a shared passion that we have in our family as well. 

As I said, locally she made a huge difference. She played a key role in some protections that we put in 

place on Preston Market – she was very supportive of us locally on that issue – and of course in her 

former portfolio we saw the major level crossing removal projects that have so positively transformed 

particularly the area between Preston and Bell stations and then, after that, up at Keon Park. The new 

open space underneath those train stations is very successful. A lot of people take the Northern Pipe 

Trail to ride their bikes into and out of work; I did it yesterday, actually. Often people will use that 

new open space instead of using the old one because it is much safer for cyclists. It is protected and 

separated from traffic. Of course there are a whole lot of lovely trees and they continue to grow nicely 

there. It is a really nice, green open space. We did have some challenges with those trees. It is 

sometimes not easy planting trees. They planted some, particularly down near Herbert and Emery 

streets, where they did not grow as we would have liked; in fact quite a few of them died. It is just a 

tribute to the member for Bendigo East that, although the trees near Emery Street might not be the 

biggest issue in the state, she was absolutely happy to get down there, recognising that there needed to 

be a bit more work done to make sure that local people got what they wanted. We appreciated her 

support in doing some replanting there, and we now see the benefits of that with it turning into a really 

lush and green area for those local residents. 

Also, if I can, I would just like to acknowledge the leadership. The reason we have confidence in this 

government is we have the leadership of course of the new Premier, the member for Niddrie – again, 

someone who has been so helpful to us locally in supporting many of our projects, particularly in his 

role as the Minister for Education. We have an issue up at William Ruthven Secondary College with 

the oval there. He and his team have been very supportive in attempting to get that resolved and fixed. 

I know he has been a huge supporter of some upgrades at Reservoir High that we have delivered 

through the first two stages of that master plan. Certainly we were working closely with him on the 

third stage of that master plan. Then of course, as local residents in Preston are very aware, we 

announced the very exciting news about a second campus for Preston High that will be built on the 

Melbourne Polytechnic site on Cramer Street, and that will be a complex build. It is not a huge site, 

and there will be quite a few students at it. It will certainly be multistorey; it might be five or six 
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storeys, depending on how many students they end up putting there. There will be some challenges to 

work through in terms of safe access for pedestrians and cyclists and the kids as they get to school, 

managing pick-up and drop-off and those sorts of things. Again, I was just so impressed by the fact 

that the member for Niddrie, in his then role as the minister, was someone who was prepared to 

personally get himself involved in these issues to make sure that we got good outcomes for local 

Preston residents in this case. We look forward to him continuing to show that fantastic leadership as 

he moves into this new role as Premier of Victoria. 

Can I just touch on one example that really struck me of that, when he came up to visit us at Reservoir 

East Primary School. It is an absolutely wonderful school, run by James Cumming and Linda Lavelle. 

He sat down with Nikol and some of the team there to have a really in-depth conversation about the 

disability inclusion program. People know the disability inclusion program is a reform of our 

government that I think is up to its sixth or seventh year now, replacing the old program for students 

with disabilities. It is a big and an important reform, but like any reform, as you roll it out, you take 

that feedback from the people on the ground as to how it is working and whether things could be 

tweaked. I thought the member for Niddrie, the Premier, was just fantastic in the way he engaged with 

the team up at that school, listening to some of the challenges that there have been with the 

administrative burden. I say that the program has the best of intentions, but part of it is a great deal of 

attention is focused on each individual student, their individual strengths and the individual support 

that they need. That is a wonderful thing on the face of it, but there is a question of the administrative 

work that then goes into that for schools. 

There is I think a little bit of a question – I remember this was raised when the Premier came up – 

around the moderation processes and the transparency of those processes and the final outcomes and 

also just that question of whether, with that disability inclusion program having moved, for really 

positive reasons, in that direction of assessing every student as an individual and thinking about what 

they individually need, there perhaps might be a need to move back just a little bit and think about 

whether we codify some of the supports they might need in order to just to make that process that 

schools go through of getting evidence a little bit faster and perhaps to make the outcomes of that 

moderation, those final assessments, a little bit more predictable for people. 

As I say, it is a program that absolutely has the best of intentions and a program that we are immensely 

proud of as a government – one that I know the minister, the now Premier, was immensely proud of. 

But I just give that example that he is a great leader not only because of these reforms that he is driving 

but because of his preparedness to sit there and listen to teachers, to listen to allied health professionals, 

to listen to school staff generally and to take back some things that he could further review and change 

in order to ensure in this particular case that we get the best possible outcome in our schools and in 

our government schools for children with a disability. I know that is work he was continuing to do. 

We look forward to doing that with the new Minister for Education. 

 Wayne Farnham interjected. 

 Nathan LAMBERT: I suppose strictly speaking, member for Narracan, he continues at the 

moment as the Minister for Education, so we will continue working with him. We will look forward 

to any further announcements should they be announced. 

 Jade Benham interjected.  

 Nathan LAMBERT: If only the member for Mildura had a vote in our caucus, but she does not. 

You could always join. 

I might finish – I probably should finish – but I just want to touch on briefly that there have been some 

comments from those opposite about chaos. We have heard about alleged chaos, and I just want to 

finish on this note. There is only one important real risk of chaos in this state, and that is the possibility 

of us electing a Liberal–One Nation government. That is a serious risk. There are so many reasons 

why we will do our best to stop the election of a Liberal–One Nation government, but one of those 
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reasons, and a key reason, is the absolute chaos it will be. I say that as someone who lived up in Far 

North Queensland back in the day. I lived up there in a part of the world where One Nation had had a 

great deal of electoral success. I think, if I remember correctly, up in the Tablelands there near Cairns 

was Rosa Lee Long, and Rosa Lee Long has the remarkable claim to fame of being the only lower 

house One Nation MP who has actually completed a term and been successfully re-elected. Anyone 

who has spent time in Queensland politics knows that the track record of One Nation MPs is they quit, 

they form another party, they join all sorts of parties at random or they fail to get re-elected. Literally 

of all the MPs they have ever elected in Queensland, only one has successfully completed a term of 

government. 

This is the thing I fear for Victoria. If we have a Liberal–One Nation coalition, not only do I fear for 

Victoria because of the values of that group, I fear for the absolute chaos that will ensue. We will see 

MP after MP from the One Nation side drop off and cross the floor in bizarre fashion and so forth. We 

have seen this before, that they do not have a clear picture of what they are trying to do. They do not 

have a cohesive picture of how they work together. They do not really have a clear picture of how they 

even work to represent their values – values we disagree with – and how they work to implement them 

as a team. I just want to finish by saying that for any talk of chaos in this place that we have had 

repeatedly on this particular no-confidence motion, there is only one form of chaos that we should all 

be in fear of in this place, and that is the chaos of a One Nation–Liberal government in this state. 

 Bridget VALLENCE (Evelyn) (17:08): It is clear that what is happening is we are in a bubble 

here in the Parliament, and outside of the bubble Victorians absolutely have no confidence in this tired 

and corrupt Labor government. This motion should absolutely be upheld today. The Premier and all 

of the Labor ministers of the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence not only of this house 

but of Victorians right across my electorate of Evelyn and right across the state. What chaos today – a 

Labor government more worried about their jobs and losing their grip on power. They are in complete 

disarray. We saw that on display over the last 24 hours. Labor is corrupt, and we need to bring on an 

election today. It does not matter who Labor’s Premier is or who Labor’s ministers are. The Labor 

government is divided. They are dishonest; they are distracted. The economy is cooked, crime is up, 

our roads are stuffed and Victorians need a fresh start.  

If there was any better illustration of what rearranging the deckchairs on the Titanic looks like, then 

you only need to have witnessed what has happened in the Labor government over the last 24 hours. 

It has absolutely imploded. They have knifed their leader. Not only do Victorians no longer have 

confidence in this tired, dishonest and corrupt Labor government, but it is clear now that Labor MPs 

no longer have any confidence in their leadership and in their government. They have already voted 

no confidence in their leader and knifed their leader today. We moved a motion of no confidence in 

the Premier – 

 Luba Grigorovitch: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, members on their feet need to be factual. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Paul Mercurio): As is often said in this chamber, we all expect 

members to be factual, so there is no point of order. 

 Bridget VALLENCE: The Victorian community has no confidence in this chaotic Labor 

government. Under Labor, Victoria is broken. Under Labor, Victoria has become bankrupt, corrupt 

and lawless. Crime is out of control. Debt – $200 billion – is the highest in the country. Taxes – 70 new 

or increased taxes under Labor – are the highest in the country. Labor has enabled corruption to fester 

and spread throughout the bureaucracy. Labor has enabled organised crime to infiltrate the Big Build 

infrastructure projects, letting over $15 billion be stolen from taxpayers – a rotten culture under a rotten 

Labor government. Labor has enabled organised crime to recruit children for violent home invasions 

and firebombings and has done nothing to fix the revolving door of bail. Victoria’s economy has been 

broken by this Labor government, with net debt soaring to $200 billion, the highest of any state in the 

country. There is no plan to pay the money back, leaving this debt bomb for our children and our 

grandchildren to have to pay. Interest repayments on that debt exceed $1 million each and every hour. 
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That is money that cannot be spent on frontline services like more police, more nurses and more 

teachers. It is money that cannot be spent fixing potholed roads and upgrading hospitals. We know 

how many broken promises there have been under Labor in terms of hospitals they promised and have 

so far failed to deliver. 

It is why Victoria has the lowest paid teachers in the country, because Labor’s priority has been to 

allow billions of dollars of taxpayers money to pay off corrupt CFMEU bosses and outlaw motorcycle 

gangs and pay for strippers on Big Build worksites instead of ensuring enough money is available to 

pay hardworking teachers properly. Tens of thousands of teachers have been protesting on the steps 

of Parliament because Labor has abandoned them. All of the teachers I speak to tell me that they feel 

abandoned because the education minister and now Premier Ben Carroll undervalues and underpays 

teachers. Labor’s pick for Premier, Ben Carroll, refused to listen to teachers and has for years allowed 

teachers in Victoria to be the lowest paid. Victorian schools continue to decline and decay, full of 

asbestos that Labor promised to remove from our schools. They promised to remove the asbestos; they 

never have, because this Labor government cut $2.4 billion from the education budget. Both teachers 

and students have suffered under Labor’s cruel school funding cuts. 

With debt soaring to $200 billion, Labor has broken the Victorian economy. The debt-to-GSP ratio 

under Labor is nearly 25 per cent. That means debt is now a quarter of the Victorian economy under 

Labor. Economic growth is flatlining. Labor’s budget forecasts economic growth to decline. Again, 

Labor forecast in their budget just two months ago economic growth to decline. Business investment 

in Victoria recorded negative growth of 0.1 per cent last year. Businesses are, sadly, leaving Victoria, 

and what does that mean – that means less investment and less jobs. Exports from Victoria have 

declined over the last year. Recording negative growth of 2.5 per cent in the last quarter, export sales 

fell by over $690 million in just one quarter under Labor. 

Last week we saw Victoria’s unemployment rate soar to 5.1 per cent. We are the only state in Australia 

to have an unemployment rate over 5 per cent, the highest unemployment rate of any state in the 

country. It is higher than the national average and higher than what Labor forecast in their budget just 

two months ago. That means 205,000 Victorians do not have a job under Labor. They are unemployed 

under Labor, and the unemployment rate under Labor is only going up. Youth unemployment under 

Labor is worse – 11.8 per cent – higher than the national average. 

Labor’s so-called fiscal strategy to repair Victoria’s economy has been an unmitigated disaster and an 

absolute failure. The reason why Labor and this government have lost the confidence of Victorians is 

because they cannot manage money, they cannot manage the economy and they do not respect 

Victorians’ hard-earned taxpayer dollars. Just last week we heard that Coles Supermarkets, one of 

Australia’s largest retailers and employers of workers, is shutting its store in Elizabeth Street in the 

city because it can no longer put up with the crime under Labor, the theft from its stores and the 

violence towards its retail workers. This is as retail crime is at record highs under Labor. We have lost 

confidence in this Labor government and in the Labor Premier, and we need an election now. That is 

what Victorians want, and that is what they should get. The fact that major retail stores in the CBD are 

shutting up shop because of this horrendous increase in crime is real proof of how much this Labor 

government has failed ordinary Victorians. Aggravated residential burglary is up and family violence 

is up under Labor. 

There is the waste and disappointment of the Commonwealth Games. Australian athletes are winning 

gold at the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, funded by Victorian taxpayers. Labor denied 

Victorian athletes from competing here in Victoria and their families and Victorians from celebrating 

their gold medal successes here at home and denied the economic boost that such an event could have 

brought to Victoria. Can you imagine the economic activity and the buzz that would have been around 

our city and our regions now if the Commonwealth Games had been held here in Victoria. But Labor 

broke their promise. Regional tourism operators and businesses have been left with broken promises, 

shattered dreams and infrastructure that was promised but never delivered. Labor said the 

Commonwealth Games would contribute around $3 billion to the economy, creating over 4000 jobs – 
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what a joke and a failed promise. They shamelessly misled Victorians, and what did we get instead? 

A nearly $600 million bill – money that was wasted to not host the Commonwealth Games. 

Labor said they had no choice because of the cost blowouts on the games, but the Auditor-General 

discovered one of the cost blowouts was a $2 billion contingency fund for industrial relations risks 

and cost escalations – in other words, a slush fund to pay off corrupt CFMEU bosses on what was 

meant to be Comm Games infrastructure builds. What is even worse is that the Auditor-General found 

this CFMEU contingency fund had been approved by Labor – by the former Premier and the now new 

Premier – in cabinet for their games budget. This demonstrates just how corrupt this Labor government 

is. They will do anything to appease and pay off corrupt CFMEU bosses, and Labor knew that they 

would need that money, because that is what they do – $15 billion in corruption on Big Build major 

infrastructure projects, which are over $50 billion over budget, just to pay off corrupt CFMEU bosses. 

Labor has consistently paid them and the bikie gang members off. Premier Allan and the now Premier 

Carroll are beholden to these union thugs. It was only revealed last week that Labor had approved an 

additional $837 million in CFMEU pay-offs just to get the Metro Tunnel completed. 

Under Labor, Victorians have been victims of corruption for over a decade. In 2015 Victoria Police 

told the Heydon royal commission that outlaw motorcycle gangs had infiltrated government-funded 

projects and were being used by union officials as hired muscle for debt collection and standover 

tactics to intimidate contractors to give in to CFMEU demands. Now, that was 10 years ago, and both 

the former Premier and the new Premier Carroll have sat at the cabinet table during this whole time. 

Former Premier Allan and her deputy and now Premier Carroll have presided over this corruption for 

years. They made government decisions that enabled corruption, extortion and exploitation of women 

on taxpayer-funded Big Build sites. Let us not forget that – that women were forced to perform sexual 

favours and feel unsafe at work just to keep their job on a CFMEU-run Big Build site, and the now 

Premier and former WorkSafe minister let it happen. 

Labor has failed to be honest and decent with Victorians. Labor has no integrity left. Labor has lost all 

legitimacy to govern. Victorians have no confidence, and they want to vote them out now, so everyone 

in this chamber should vote up this motion today. For years Labor has been dishonest with Victorians, 

because they did not just turn a blind eye, they actively covered up the corruption. No sham 

commission of inquiry will do. It will just be another cover-up. Only a proper royal commission under 

our Liberal plan will follow the money and stop the rorts, and we will stand that up in four months 

time in a new Liberal government. 

Victorians have lost all confidence in this corrupt Labor government. There is an old saying that a fish 

rots from the head – the double head of Allan and Carroll. Premier Carroll was Premier Allan’s right-

hand man. Labor changed their leader, but the corruption and exploitation of women on Labor’s Big 

Build has happened under both of their watch. The new Premier has been sitting at that cabinet table 

for nine years and stood shoulder to shoulder on every decision of former Premier Andrews and former 

Premier Allan that has seen debt skyrocket, Victorians taxed more and corruption let run rampant – 

 Juliana Addison: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, on correct titles by the member on her feet, 

the former Premier is her title, or the member for Bendigo East. 

 The ACTING SPEAKER (Paul Mercurio): I ask you to use the correct titles, please. 

 Bridget VALLENCE: There have been 70 new taxes under Labor, adding to cost pressures for 

Victorians in a cost-of-living crisis. The Premier has an appalling track record. I have no confidence 

in this Premier. Victorians have no confidence in the Premier and this rotten, corrupt Labor 

government. The crime, the corruption, the crippling debt, the new taxes and our crumbling roads are 

what Victorians will remember about Labor, and they will vote them out in November. 

 Will FOWLES (Ringwood) (17:22): I rise to speak to the motion that the Premier and the other 

ministers of state for the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of this house, and I do so 

on a day that has obviously been seismic in Victorian politics. I rise today to speak against this motion, 
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and I will outline the reasons for that. I think, frankly, it might have been a little bit more difficult for 

me to argue against this motion as recently as the last sitting day. But today I think has been a good 

day for the government – today has been a good day for your party, the Labor Party – and I think there 

is an opportunity now for the government to address a number of the issues that I have argued for in 

this chamber, including the establishment of a royal commission, and I welcome the Premier’s 

announcement in that regard. 

But I wanted to take us back in the first instance to the formality of this motion, exactly what it is that 

it is attempting to address. I appreciate that circumstances have intervened, but of course when the 

notice of motion was given, the Premier to whom the notice referred was the member for Bendigo 

East. The Premier now has been the Premier for 4 hours and 40 minutes, and it is a bit tough, frankly, 

to characterise anyone as no longer possessing the confidence of the house when they have only been 

in the job for a matter of hours. I appreciate that that is not by design, that is by circumstance. 

Nonetheless, the opposition did not need to pursue this motion today. They could have held their fire 

and taken it out for another run at some other point before the conclusion of this Parliament in some 

four sitting weeks time. Nonetheless, this is a motion that is about government holding confidence – 

confidence in the government, confidence of supply, the ability to call themselves the government, 

which is a function of having a majority in the chamber – and I anticipate that will not change as a 

result of this motion, because the motion will, as indeed it should, be defeated. 

We have fixed terms in Victoria. That is a policy I have long supported, and I was very pleased when 

fixed terms were brought into this state – and I should say I support them at a federal level too. I like 

fixed terms because it means that the timing of elections does not become the plaything of the leader 

of the government of the day. I think that provides a better framework and a bit of democratic rigour 

around the timing of elections than might otherwise be the case. In fact we might very well have been 

trotting off to an election were we under the previous model of the Premier simply being able to 

nominate a date, and that is an example where self-interest perhaps might have triumphed over the 

interest of the broader body politic. 

So I am pleased that we have fixed terms in this state. I am pleased that we have a stable democratic 

government. The opposition have been fond of talking about an unelected Premier, and I appreciate 

that the focus of modern politics is very much on the leadership of political parties, not of the parties 

as a whole. It is very much on the policy positions of the leader as opposed to the policy positions of 

the party. That concentration of power into the leadership of political parties has been a long-

established trend in Australian politics, sometimes referred to as the presidentialisation of Australian 

politics. That is a trend that was very much exacerbated under the leadership of former Premier 

Andrews, who probably did more to centralise power in the office of the Premier than any Premier 

before or since. That is something that I hope a future Premier or the current Premier might address, 

because I think it is an unhealthy feature of Victorian democracy now. I think it is an unhealthy feature 

of any Westminster democracy to have so much power concentrated in the leader, whoever that leader 

might be. I would like to think that we could go back to more of a cabinet-led government, which is 

the Westminster tradition, than has been the case in recent times. That is a matter of first democratic 

principles. It is not about who holds the office. I think there are various leaders from both sides of 

politics broadly who you could characterise as having run cabinet-led governments, and various 

leaders who have demonstrated more leader-focused governments or governments where the leader 

has dictated policy and dictated the running of these things. As a broad trend, I think that is bad, and I 

think it is important that those tendencies of leaders of parties be addressed, and that requires some 

rigour within their parties. I think there are certainly some indications of a bit more healthy rigour 

inside the government caucus than perhaps has been the case in recent years. 

So fixed terms are good and they are healthy, and that is one of the reasons why I will be opposing 

this motion. Victorians voted in a government for a period of time, namely four years commencing on 

I think it was 25 November 2022, I can be corrected, through until November something this year. 

The 24th, is it? 
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 Members interjecting.  

 Will FOWLES: 28th, thank you. These are the members who are more focused on these matters. 

Some of us are not going to be around, so I am very, very pleased that others are focused on the exact 

date. But four-year fixed terms are a good thing. 

The other thing I would say is that the bar to vote up a motion of no confidence – and I have always 

tried, not always successfully, to cast my vote like it is determinative in these matters, even though it 

clearly is not – ought to be very, very high, because the consequences of carrying a motion of no 

confidence are so substantial. The state is plunged into, immediately, a sense of chaos. An election is 

brought on without the usual preparations having been made and without the degree of preparedness 

one would ordinarily want. It is a very serious matter to vote up a motion of no confidence, and I do 

not think, frankly, that the bar, irrespective of one’s subjective view about the performance of the 

government, could meet the objective test of having the inability to govern, as opposed to accusations 

of maladministration or poor policy decisions or poor decision-making in government. These are 

accusations that get levelled at every single government, state and federal, right across the history of 

the federation. That happens all the time. It should be no surprise to anyone that that happens in a 

democracy. We have robust debate. We have lots of perspectives about these things. 

It should surprise no-one that there will always be people who are not necessarily great supporters of 

what any government is doing. There will always be people who oppose them. But the test for a motion 

of no confidence is higher than that. It is not whether you agree with government policy or not and it 

is not whether you think the government is failing to undertake the things that you would like them to 

do. To go even further, it is not even just instances of maladministration or even chronic or widespread 

maladministration. The test for no confidence, in my submission, is that the government simply can 

no longer function – it cannot in fact govern at all or can only govern by the barest of abilities. That 

test we are miles and miles and miles away from fulfilling based on the performance of the Andrews–

Allan and now Carroll government over the course of this term. As I say, I will always try and cast my 

vote as though it is determinative. Clearly the government is going to vote against this motion today, 

and the motion will fail, as it should. But I will be casting my vote against the motion because I do not 

think that my constituents in Ringwood would actually like to be trotting off to an election tomorrow, 

and I do not think that the government has fallen so far short of their mandate as to warrant a motion 

of this nature being successful. 

I want to take the last couple of minutes in my contribution to talk a bit about what in fact is in 

contemplation at the next election, which is of course the spectre of the orange peril, One Nation. This 

is something that has clearly shaped thinking inside the government in recent days and hours. It is 

clearly shaping the thinking of members of the opposition and, undoubtedly, the appeal of One Nation 

has spread far more broadly across the electorate. I have spoken previously in this place about having 

been a protester at Pauline Hanson’s first attempted meeting of her One Nation party in 1997 or 1998 

outside Hawthorn town hall. I think there were some 6000 or 8000 of us protesting that one meeting. 

That was to be, I think, her first or second meeting of a relatively new political movement in Victoria. 

The things she stood for then are the same things she stands for now. In fact, if consistency is a good 

thing in politics, it is about the only thing I would ever give Pauline Hanson credit for – she has been 

utterly consistent. Her xenophobia, her bigotry, her small-mindedness, her intolerance, her populism, 

her culture of grievance, her inability to propose actual solutions or policies that would do any good 

for any jurisdiction in the country – she has been utterly consistent in that regard. Sadly and regrettably, 

she has not changed, but the electorate has, and this is the challenge that every single member in this 

place will be reckoning with, I suspect, right now in their communications with their constituents. 

Those members contesting the upcoming election – which I am not – will be reckoning with it at the 

polling booths and right throughout the course of this campaign. 

It is a very, very difficult moment we find ourselves in in Victorian politics and Australian politics. 

Probably for the first time in my life in professional politics, and really in my life involved in politics, 

I find myself not very optimistic, or in fact even pessimistic, about the state of the state and the state 
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of the nation. That is a very unnatural circumstance for me. I was born an optimist, as you know, and 

for me to find myself feeling pessimistic about the future is very, very unusual. But we now find 

ourselves in a situation where I am very concerned about the prospect of perhaps this part of the 

Parliament, perhaps that part of the Parliament, being occupied by those aligned with Senator Hanson 

and those who subscribe to her view set. That would be a very, very bad outcome for Victoria. It also 

holds significant national ramifications because there is a very real possibility that come 29 November, 

One Nation will be a party not just of government, but a party in a government. That is a possibility. 

Whether it is probable or not kind of does not matter – we have to reckon with the fact that it is a 

possibility. We have an extraordinary circumstance as we stand here on 28 July, where One Nation do 

not have any candidates, do not have any policies and do not have a leader – no candidates, no policies, 

no leader – and yet, it would seem, they are commanding the attention and the first preference vote of 

a third of the electorate. 

That says not much, frankly, about the appeal of One Nation; it says a lot about the dissatisfaction with 

the major parties. That is something everyone in this place will be reflecting on, because it is not just 

rural seats up near the Murray that are under threat, it is urban seats like Melton, like Werribee, where 

the One Nation vote clearly, if the current trends hold, will be significant. That is something for all of 

us to reckon with, because Victoria, on the face of it, is the least compatible jurisdiction with One 

Nation ideology to the extent that ideology can be divined from 30 years of accumulated rantings from 

one senator. But that is an enormous challenge for members in this place and an enormous challenge 

for the body politic, because Victoria is so diverse. Victoria is a multicultural success. Victoria does 

intuitively, I think, protect the rights of workers. Victoria does support working families. Victoria does 

believe in investment in education. Victoria does support resourcing and support women fleeing 

domestic violence. There are so many things that Senator Hanson fundamentally opposes that are in 

fact fundamentally Victorian values. 

We all have a reckoning, and it is coming in relation to One Nation, in relation to their grievance, in 

relation to their vicious characterisation of the frankly magnificent contribution that immigrants have 

made to our nation but more particularly to our state, extending all the way back to the very first 

European migrants back in the late 1700s. So I will not be supporting this motion, because the motion 

goes to very serious matters and the way in which governments ought to be constructed and derived 

from chambers of Parliament. I deplore the increasing presidentialisation of Australian politics, but I 

accept that that is part of the landscape. Notwithstanding that, this is not a motion that ought to succeed, 

and I will be encouraging any members who take the time to listen to vote it down. 

 Cindy McLEISH (Eildon) (17:37): I rise to support very strongly the motion put forward that the 

Premier and other ministers of the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of this house, 

and, gosh, haven’t things moved very quickly. I am sure if this had been debated at 9:30 am we would 

have had everybody supporting this, because we have seen things take an interesting turn today, with 

the government deciding that they actually had no confidence in the former Premier, the member for 

Bendigo East. I think what that has shown us is that we have a very distracted, dishonest and 

dysfunctional government that is not fit to govern or interested in governing. 

There are clearly very, very strong divisions on the government benches at the moment, and this was 

evident from the number of different people speaking out in the last couple of weeks against the 

Premier and then the very, very lengthy caucus meeting today. If we had not been starting Parliament, 

it might have continued, because there were raised voices throughout that meeting and there was 

yelling that could be heard on the other side of the walls. But the outcome is that we have just been 

dished up a little bit more of the same. I think playing musical chairs around the cabinet table, as the 

Leader of the Opposition mentioned earlier, is not going to solve the problem of confidence in the 

government in this state. I am out and about all the time, and I am out with different candidates in 

different places. Whilst the former Premier may not have been popular, nor was the Labor government. 

I think that they think now they might have got – I do not know if it is a silver bullet – probably a brass 
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bullet, and they hope that it is going to save them. But I think the people in Victoria really have lost 

faith, and we on this side of the chamber have definitely lost faith. 

I want to contrast that to what we have with the Liberal–Nationals opposition. We have a united team. 

We have a very united team around our leader. We have a plan, and we can offer a fresh start. We can 

offer a very fresh start, not a rehash of 14 years of Labor government. Our leader, unlike the current 

Premier, is smart, capable, passionate and energetic, and she has a plan. We have seen this at play 

during the winter break, when those over there were sunning themselves in warmer climes. We saw 

the Leader of the Opposition visiting all 88 seats – 

 A member interjected. 

 Cindy McLEISH: it is warmer than here – in the Victorian lower house. She went from Mildura 

to Gippsland East. She went from Eildon down to South-West Coast and everywhere in between. In 

36 days she visited 88 seats, and that was an incredible effort from her. When I caught up with her I 

think it was day 18, seat number 40. She had left the Healesville Hotel, where she had met with a 

number of traders and pubgoers, and they said, ‘Wow, how fresh and energetic she is.’ I thought that 

was pretty amazing, because she was halfway through what was a pretty punishing schedule that no-

one else has ever bothered to do, and she was absolutely hitting the goals. Yes, she was hitting goals. 

I have never seen somebody do 88 seats in 36 days – 

 Nick Staikos: You’ve never been in government. 

 Cindy McLEISH: No, and I have never seen any of you do that. The member for Niddrie might 

be the Premier now, but he leads the same corrupt government, and Labor cannot pretend for a minute 

that he is the solution. He is not focused on Victoria, and in fact there was no better demonstration of 

that than during question time, when virtually the first words he uttered were ‘Polling shows’. Hang 

on a minute, are you governing for Victorians? No, ‘Polling shows’ and ‘We know we needed to make 

some changes because the former Premier was very much on the nose.’ ‘Polling shows’ – he is not 

interested in Victoria. 

What we also know is that the current Premier was the member for Bendigo East’s Deputy Premier 

and her partner in crime. He was right behind the Premier for a long time around the cabinet table. He 

has been there since the chairman appointed him in October 2017 as Minister for Industry and 

Employment. 

 A member interjected. 

 Cindy McLEISH: You are a bit slow. He was the Minister for Industry and Employment, and we 

know that there are big problems in that area. There were so many issues with the closure of important 

manufacturing businesses across the state. The major glass company out at Dandenong is no longer 

able to manufacture glass, and this is a real slight on Victorian business and Victoria, because now we 

have to import so much more from overseas. Our glass in the main now comes from China. Did the 

Deputy Premier stand up for them? He knew all about industry and employment. Did he stand up for 

them then? Nope. Now? Nope. He was the Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice and 

Minister for Crime Prevention in 2018. Did he speak out against the constant increase in crime? Uh-uh. 

The budget for crime prevention was slashed. In fact it almost became non-existent and it pretty well 

disappeared, morphing into the department. There was no crime prevention at a time when people 

around the state were calling out for a stronger stance on this. 

In 2020 he was Minister for Public Transport and Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Need I say 

more? I thought at the time the minister for roads needed to get out of town. I talked to him about an 

issue very close to my place where I have to very dangerously make a right-hand turn into my property. 

It is on a highway. He said, ‘How fast are you going?’ I was like, ‘Well, the traffic goes 100 kilometres 

an hour, normally, on a highway.’ And he went, ‘Wow, really?’ And I thought, ‘At every property off 
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a highway in Victoria, the traffic is travelling at 100 kilometres an hour.’ I thought, ‘He really does 

need to get out to the regions and understand what is happening there.’ 

Up until very recently he was the Minister for Education, and there was the year 12 stuff-up of the 

exams. It was not just once. 

 Members interjecting.  

 Cindy McLEISH: He probably still is. I am not sure. It happened twice. Really, this is something 

that should be able to be dealt with fairly easily, but it happened two years in a row, and I think it got 

worse the second year. 

 Roma Britnell interjected. 

 Cindy McLEISH: Sixty-eight exams. He was the Deputy Premier, pretending he was behind the 

Premier, backing all of those decisions. 

He has not been the Treasurer, but he has backed every budget since he has been around the cabinet 

table – all of those budgets, making cuts, adding taxes. We are up to 70 new or increased taxes. He 

was around the cabinet table when the $589 million was determined to be given to Glasgow so they 

could host the Commonwealth Games and the $13 million for machete bins. As I said before, he has 

been the Minister for Youth Justice and Minister for Crime Prevention. I did not hear him speaking 

up, saying, ‘Gosh, that’s a kind of high figure, isn’t it?’ Two hundred thousand dollars for indoor 

plants – seriously. I guess the biggest is the $15 billion in waste and corruption – that $15 billion that 

has gone to organised crime, outlaw motorcycle gangs and thugs within the CFMEU. I know that there 

are a lot of decent, ordinary people in the CFMEU – I know some of them myself – and these are not 

the thugs. But there are thugs, and it is organised crime that has infiltrated it. Everybody on this side 

of the chamber knew of the crime and corruption. They had heard of the ghost shifts. They had heard 

about sexual favours and strippers and the exploitation of women. We had all heard this. We had all 

heard of invoices that were not right, adding an extra million for the CFMEU. I heard a story about 

that again just on the weekend. We on this side of the chamber all knew – the opposition knew well 

and truly – and it beggars belief that the government say that they did not know anything about this. 

The minister, as Deputy Premier, would have known. 

As the minister for WorkSafe, his performance at the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee 

(PAEC) was something that was really quite extraordinary. We had heard of the issues about Women 

in Construction from Nick McKenzie and Lachlan Abbott. They had reported this story about violent 

men cashing in on the government’s pro-women policy on their infrastructure projects. The member 

for Mildura asked the question: 

The company was owned by a male serial domestic violence abuser who had links to drug trafficking, bikies 

and criminals. Had WorkSafe investigated this company prior to this report? 

They did not know the answer, and it was classic to watch that because the minister and the CEO of 

WorkSafe Victoria were shuffling papers, looking at each other, not sure what to say, moving their 

hands, sitting on their hands. They took it on notice, and it came back that they had not investigated 

an entity called Women in Construction. This is on the committee’s website – PAEC’s questions on 

notice. Further, another answer to a question on notice said: 

Construction is a priority industry for WorkSafe due to the significant number of fatalities and injuries each 

year. 

But they neglected to mention how unsafe it has been for women. The member for Hawthorn asked 

during that same PAEC hearing: 

Are there any prosecutions at all … in relation to any Big Build project, prosecuting an individual or entity 

for intimidation, violence or other improper behaviour on worksites at the moment? Are you aware of any 

prosecutions by your organisation? 
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What a shock. ‘Oh gosh, I don’t know. We’ll have to check as to whether there are any Big Build 

prosecutions at the moment.’ Again, it was a great sight to watch. They were shuffling papers, looking 

at each other, not knowing who should answer before they said they had better take that on notice. 

And what happened when we got the answer back to the question on notice? 

There are no current prosecutions pursuant to the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 involving risks 

of violence on Big Build projects. 

The Premier was the minister, and you cannot tell me for a moment that the Premier did not know 

these were happening, and he should have had the foresight to check with WorkSafe to see whether 

or not they were investigating these very, very serious allegations that were put forward and well 

documented in the press. 

My areas of no confidence are quite detailed. There is the Premier’s performance as a minister, whether 

it be WorkSafe or the TAC – there is an inquiry up on the TAC at the moment about issues related to 

claims made through the TAC, including processes and circumstances and systems. He has got an 

inquiry about him there. His performance at the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee around 

WorkSafe was appalling. We know that he sat around the cabinet table and clearly did not have the 

strength of questioning or the influence. 

 Roma Britnell interjected. 

 Cindy McLEISH: He was a yes man. He did not get that influence. Regional Victoria has been let 

down particularly, and I have mentioned roads, but also it only gets 12 per cent of infrastructure spend. 

We are now going to change that and make sure that there is 25 per cent. Where 25 per cent of people 

live will have 25 per cent of the spending. We have had enormous cuts to roads in regional Victoria: 

$214 million in cuts while he was roads minister – $214 million in cuts to road maintenance. Well, 

look what happens now. You cannot drive too far without potholes, crumbling roads and deteriorating 

sides. It is appalling, and as the minister he oversaw this. 

The failings of this government and ministers are many. In planning: bypassing communities, 

bypassing councils to make decisions. The Attorney-General is slackening off on crime and is not 

doing enough, loosening the legislation there. On family violence, I have got to say, it has been 

minister after minister. We have had one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight family violence 

ministers since January 2017. Do not tell me that you are serious about the prevention of family 

violence. The deputy – 

 A member: We held a royal commission. 

 Cindy McLEISH: That was well before then, and things have changed a long time since then. You 

have had eight ministers and not shown that you care. I will tell you what, the sector notices. The 

budget has been cut in the environment. They are not fixing things. A new Premier does not mean a 

new government. It is the same minister, the same factions, the same union powerbrokers and the same 

failures. He was not elected by the Victorian people. He was installed by panicked MPs. 

 Juliana ADDISON (Wendouree) (17:52): I am absolutely delighted to have the opportunity to 

respond to this motion moved by the member for Kew that the Premier and other ministers of state for 

the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of this house. Can I say: you could not be more 

wrong. You could not be more wrong, and this motion is going to go down because you are so wrong. 

The reason this motion will be lost is because this is a great government. We have a great Premier; we 

have a great Deputy Premier. I want to congratulate our new Premier, I want to congratulate our new 

Deputy Premier and I want to thank the former Premier for the incredible job she did. As a regional 

Victorian woman, I say that for what she has delivered to make the regions of Victoria a better place 

to live and a safer place to live, we are all indebted to her. I want to put on the record how grateful I 

am for the incredible work of the member for Bendigo East and for what she has given to this state. If 

everyone in this place could make the contribution she made, Victoria would be an even better place 

to live. 
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I want to say the reason this motion will fail, the reason it will go down, is because it is Labor who is 

making the lives of anyone living in Victoria – all Victorians’ lives – easier, safer and more affordable. 

We see that across my electorate of Wendouree. We see that in the suburbs of Ballarat. We know that 

families across Victoria continue to face the cost-of-living pressures and the economic uncertainty as 

a result of the war in the Middle East, as a result of Donald Trump’s decisions. What we are doing is 

we are focused on making lives easier for Victorian families. We are doing that by protecting the right 

to work from home, we are doing that by introducing half-price PT and we are doing that by making 

access to health care easier and more affordable through our incredible chemist care program. 

As the daughter of a pharmacist, I know what a great thing we are doing in terms of empowering 

chemists in our community – frontline, trusted health professionals – to do more. They want to do 

more. They want to step up. They want to be a place where people can receive health care immediately 

without having to go to a GP. We are also making amazing investments with our free 24/7 virtual 

emergency department. We are providing funding for additional specialist services for children. We 

know that 4000 more planned surgeries for children are going to make a huge difference to families 

across the whole state, and we know that 45,000 additional specialist clinic appointments are going to 

make a difference for so many families. But we are not only doing that for children; we are also 

supporting people who want to be parents for the first time, because we know that if you cannot afford 

private IVF, you should not be denied the opportunity of being a parent. That is why I am so proud of 

Victoria’s leading public fertility program providing free IVF and fertility treatment. This matters. It 

really does matter to so many families. 

But we are also doing more. We are helping families with the free glasses program. I have had the 

opportunity to go to Sebastopol Primary and try on the specs with the kids – gee, they are really fancy – 

and see kids go, ‘I love them all. I don’t know which one I want to pick to take away.’ I know we have 

got plenty of members of our caucus who rock a pair of glasses – the member for Albert Park, the 

member for Laverton. They are making glasses very cool. Can I say, thanks to the Glasses for Kids 

program that this government is funding, we are making glasses cool for kids who need them. As a 

former teacher, I know that when a kid cannot see properly because they do not have glasses, they 

cannot learn properly. This is another reason why I have confidence in this government and everything 

that we are delivering. 

Let us talk about dental care as well. I remember that when I was a part-time teacher and Mike was 

working in the factory in Wendouree the thought of taking the girls to the dentist instilled fear in me. 

It absolutely instilled fear in me, and we hid out from the dentist for a few years because I was so 

concerned that I would go in and I did not have that blank cheque to pay for the dentist. We were able 

to access dental through Grampians Health at the time in Ballarat, and my kids were able to go and 

get access to public dental in Sebastopol, which was amazing. But that should not just be because we 

had public dental in Ballarat. All kids should, and that is what our Smile Squad is about, taking away 

that additional cost of living for families who are struggling, because we know when times are tough 

and you have really got to prioritise what you are going to spend the family budget on, things like 

dentists get pushed back and pushed back. We know that kids’ teeth are important, and we want them 

to have great dental health. 

Another reason why I have absolute confidence in this government is because of our free kinder 

program. When my girls, who are now 17 and 15, were at kinder, I had to pay extra for them to go to 

kinder. It was really, really tight. You knew when the kinder fee was coming in that something else 

would have to go. Now no families in Victoria have to do that anymore, because we are covering free 

kinder. What is fantastic about that as well is that parents are not umming and ahhing: ‘Should I get 

my kids into early education? Should I give them every opportunity, the best, brightest start in life?’ 

Well, thanks to this government, they do not have to worry about that anymore. 

Let us think about our latest budget. When you talk about the values of our new Premier, it was our 

new Premier in the most recent budget who announced $2.2 billion in funding for students with a 

disability – the most vulnerable students receiving more support. Who could vote for no confidence 
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in that? What type of low-life does not think that kids with a disability deserve extra services and 

deserve to be given every opportunity to succeed? 

We have had a lot of talk about our commitment to keeping Victorians safe. That is why we have got 

more PSOs and more frontline police and we have introduced adult time for violent crime. I want to 

give a shout-out to the Ballarat police. They are doing an incredible job and really getting on top of 

many issues that we have got in our community. I am not going to put my head in the sand. Yes, it is 

an issue in my community, but, guess what, we have got the most amazing leadership at Ballarat 

police. We have got the police assistance line in my electorate of Wendouree, employing hundreds of 

people to free up frontline police officers to be able to go and be on the beat. I had the opportunity to 

visit there with the Minister for Police recently to meet the people taking those calls, and gee, they are 

outstanding people. They are not just outstanding because they are from Ballarat, they are outstanding 

people because they work at our police assistance line, and with every call they take they are 

supporting our frontline police and they are making our state safer. When I was in there I had the 

opportunity to listen to a call. Someone called in from Doncaster and had a question, and we were able 

to listen in to the call. The person on the end of the call was able to address the concerns of this 

community member from Doncaster, answer all their questions and provide them with advice, which 

meant that they did not have to go to a local police station and which then freed up resources to be 

able to tackle issues of community safety. That is something I want to get behind, and that is what this 

government is doing. 

Whether we are investing in community safety or whether it is health care, education, transport or 

safety, we are doing a great job. I am proud of our Chemist Care Now program. I am proud of our 

half-price PT. Not only that – as regional Victorians, just four years ago it cost you 40 bucks to go 

from Ballarat to Melbourne and back. Now it costs you $5.70. Talk about cost-of-living relief – $5.70 

with half-price PT to be able to go from Ballarat to Melbourne. When I was a student – we are talking 

a long time back now – in 1992, it used to cost me $8.80 to catch the V/Line. Remember the paper 

tickets? They used to write them out. $8.80 for a return concession ticket 30 years ago; it is now $5.70. 

Thirty years on, that is how cheap it is thanks to this government and its commitment to public 

transport. 

There are two points I want to refer to before I wind up. I could keep talking; I could filibuster this all 

night. There was talk about manufacturing and criticism from the member for Eildon about supporting 

manufacturing. What can I tell you about supporting manufacturing? In this budget we announced 

$673.6 million to deliver 25 more locally built X’trapolis 2.0 trains in my electorate of Wendouree. 

We are manufacturing trains in Ballarat for the whole of Victoria – not buying them from some 

overseas mob, but supporting manufacturing in regional Victoria. I am getting a bit sick of everyone 

having a go that we do not care about regional Victoria. Well, that is 673 million reasons to show you 

just how much we care about manufacturing in regional Victoria. I am sick of the opposition saying 

that we do not invest in regional Victoria, because we damn well do. 

I also just want to briefly talk about mental health for our young people. It was amazing to have the 

Minister for Mental Health from the other place come to Ballarat on Monday to open our youth PARC, 

our youth prevention and recovery centre, in the heart of my electorate, which is a multimillion-dollar 

facility that will provide 24/7 residential support for young people aged between 16 and 25. This 

voluntary 10-bed facility addresses key recommendations of the Royal Commission into Victoria’s 

Mental Health System. Can I say the builders who built the Ballarat one built the Morwell one. ‘Oh, 

you don’t invest in Morwell, and you don’t invest in the regions.’ Well, guess what, there is a YPARC 

in Morwell. Guess what, there is a mental health local in Shepparton. There is a mental health local in 

Traralgon. So if the opposition want to stop trashing us and actually recognise the great work we do 

in regional Victoria, they would be truthful to their constituents, because that is what we are doing. 

But there is more. We are guaranteeing free TAFE. We have announced that in the Victorian budget. 

We are doing the Pick My Park program, which is going to be fantastic. I have just got to mention a 

member for Western Victoria in the other place, Mr McCracken. He does not like that we have 
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invested in Ballarat train station to make it accessible for all people in our community – for people 

with wheelchairs, for people with illness and for people with disease – to be able to go up and down 

in a lift. He is critical of me for getting disability access at our train station. Well, Mr McCracken, 

come after me and say that I am a bad person because I support people with disabilities. I dare you. 

When the member for Kew did her whistlestop tourism tour of regional Victoria, she criticised me for 

supporting people with disability in my community. If the best thing the member for Kew has got to 

say about the member for Wendouree is that she spends too much money supporting people with a 

disability in Victoria, come at me every day of the week. And can I just say, while we are at it, you 

visited 88 electorates, but you have not even got a candidate for Wendouree. So stop talking about 

how you are doing all this for regional Victoria. Put up a candidate for Wendouree. Bring them out. 

Let us do it. Let us have the discussion. Let us have the contest of ideas. I am up for it, anywhere, 

anytime. I have full confidence in this government. I have full confidence in our investment in regional 

Victoria. And I have full confidence that this government will be returned in November. 

 Tim McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (18:05): Thank heavens that is over. I needed earmuffs. I am 

pleased to hear that is finished. I rise to confirm what all Victorians have known for quite some time, 

and that is that they have absolutely no confidence in this government. We have known that there is 

no confidence in this government, and certainly I now find those on the other side have no confidence 

because we have seen what has unfolded today. They have finally agreed with the Liberals and 

Nationals after all this time we have been telling them that this government is broken, it is fragmented 

and it is shattered. Now we find they agree with us and they boot out the Premier, who has been there 

for a little while, and have replaced her with the 3IC. 

So there is obviously no confidence in this leadership. The wheels started to wobble as soon as the 

dictator slid into the night and left Victoria financially ruined. But guess who was the 2IC at the time, 

the member for Bendigo East. And look how well that went: shared all the secrets with the former 

Premier before that – one who helped create the mess and one who thought that continuing the lies 

and the legacy would be easier than not changing course, not steadying the ship but going full steam 

ahead over the cliff. You have to ask why did it take so long for this government to work out what 

Victorians knew three or four years ago, what Australians knew five or six years ago. But Labor 

backbenchers, who are now starting to jump ship, saying they do not want to be part of this leaky boat 

and are starting to bail out left, right and centre, do not want to be around to do the hard work, to do 

the heavy lifting and help clean up the mess that we are going to find when we reach government at 

the end of November this year. Jumping off the ship is an easy option. 

Let us look at why there is no confidence in this Labor leadership. It has permanently damaged 

Victoria, particularly its finances. Let us go way back to 1970, when Victoria owed $6 billion or 

thereabouts. That is what our debt was – $6 billion in 1970. When we left government in 2014, 

44 years later, it had gone from $6 billion to $18 billion. That is what happened over 44 years. Now 

in only 12 years we have gone from $18 billion, and $200 billion is what Victoria is headed for. If 

Labor are reinstated this November, $200 billion will only be the start – they will not finish there 

because it is in their DNA. They do not know how to stop spending. They only know how to raise 

taxes to try to raise revenue, but they simply do not have it in their DNA to be able to stop spending. 

And this is only scratching the surface because we have seen the Suburban Rail Loop blowouts will 

be massive, just like every other project they have had in Victoria. The waste and the corruption and 

the lies and the stolen money from the CFMEU have finally been exposed. You really cannot make 

this stuff up – the jet skis, the motorcycles, the Ford Raptors and more, the proceeds of crime. And, 

guess what, if you are in possession of stolen goods, you can expect a knock on the door when we do 

a royal commission. It will be a real royal commission, not a sham one, not a pretend one – this will 

be a real one. It is not a Coate inquiry in which we have a retired judge who cannot subpoena, cannot 

do much but ask a few questions and then everyone can say ‘I don’t recall’. This will be a real royal 

commission. We have had 12 years of theft, 12 years of deceit, and this bubble is about to burst. So if 
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you are one of the recipients of the stolen goods, you want to start sleeping with one eye open because 

we are coming after you. 

Crime in Victoria has got out of control; we all know that. Victorians are living in fear. They are in 

fear of their home being invaded at night if they live in metropolitan Melbourne, in fear that their car 

is going to get stolen. I have had one stolen. I do not know whether anyone else has, but I have had a 

car stolen in Melbourne. 

 A member interjected. 

 Tim McCURDY: You have had one, too? And your son lost his? You do not have to go very far 

to find someone who has had a car stolen. 

They are all concerned about whether they will be a victim of a machete attack in one of the major 

supermarkets or one of the centres in Melbourne. Look at the machete bins. You wonder why there is 

no confidence in this government – a $13 million stunt on machete bins. That was an absolute joke. It 

has been confirmed, and we all know, that the only people with machetes in Victoria are criminals, 

because everyone else has handed theirs in. It is only the criminals with machetes, and that is not great 

news. 

Our jails are so full we cannot afford to lock people up, so bail has become a standing joke as well. 

Fancy a state where, if you break bail, there is really no effect, no criminal offence committed. No 

wonder people see bail as a right rather than a privilege. They are just thumbing their noses at the law. 

Victoria is a lawless state at the moment, and that is why there is no confidence that the criminals will 

be dealt with and no confidence that people can stay safe in their homes. 

I also want to address the arrogance and the hypocrisy of the Commonwealth Games. What an absolute 

con that was. Regional Victoria missed out – all of Victoria missed out – with the $600 million that 

we paid to not have the games. Communities missed out on infrastructure; Victoria missed out on 

massive visitation and tourist dollars. We all missed out on those tourist dollars by not having the 

Commonwealth Games, and that was a disgrace. But the premiers and the leaders of this state just 

laughed it off – another Labor lie, another stolen opportunity. Victorians have lost confidence in Labor 

many times, but that was one of the major things that people just shook their heads at and said, ‘I 

cannot believe it.’ Now we see Scotland is the recipient of $200 million that we lined their pockets 

with so that they could run the games, and I must say they are doing a very good job. But regional 

Victoria could have done a very good job as well. 

I want to touch on the roads. When we talk about no confidence, come to regional Victoria. I have 

heard some speakers in this place say the roads are fine in regional Victoria. Well, let me tell you, you 

are obviously not in the right part of regional Victoria. If you come to the Nats seats, the Liberal seats 

and many of the other seats, the roads are an absolute disgrace. Never before have we seen roads so 

damaged. Potholes look like craters. I went through my whole electorate last week driving around, 

taking photos and identifying where there are holes and craters, and it really is out of control. People 

are ringing me on a daily basis. Kev Keenan is a truck driver out of Yarrawonga. He has done $45,000 

worth of damage to his truck. A front steer tyre blew and it wrecked the rim as well, but then it did 

damage to the bonnet and all the guards on his truck. That was a $45,000 damage bill, and his truck 

was off the road for five weeks. He said he was going to forgo another $30,000 worth of work that he 

had to pay a subbie to come and do for him. 

On Friday night on Messenger a person from Wangaratta came to me and said they had just done 

$3000 worth of damage. For another one yesterday it was $2500, and again today – they just keep 

rolling in. As we focus on it on our social media, I understand that people are very, very cranky and 

they are just saying ‘Fair’s fair.’ It is one thing to blow a tyre, but when you are damaging rims and 

doing thousands of dollars worth of damage in a cost-of-living crisis, it is just unfair. While premiers 

of this state focus on tunnels, our regional roads are like war zones. They are actually death traps, and 

there is just no fairness, no equity, within the regions. Victoria needs a fresh start. We all know that. 
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The member for Kew and the member for Gippsland South are ready and poised to give Victoria that 

fresh start, and we look forward to that fresh start. They have a vision, they have a plan and they have 

integrity, and that is something we cannot say we have had for quite some time here in Victoria from 

our Premier or our leadership team. They will bring integrity, a plan and a vision, and they will make 

sure that Victoria gets back off the ropes and gets back to where it should be. 

The Leader of the Nationals, the member for Gippsland South, described it as a horse. In racing 

parlance, it is still the same old horse, which is getting older and getting slower and has run out of 

ideas. Changing the jockey is not going to change that, and this is what the Labor Party has done today. 

They have changed the jockey, but I am afraid to say it is not going to change the way this horse is 

travelling. It is over for this horse, and it is time to for it to back off, start to slow down and retire. 

Changing the jockey will not change that. Victoria is on its knees. It is reminiscent of the Cain–Kirner 

days, where we are financially bankrupt, morally bankrupt and intellectually bankrupt as well. 

A royal commission is the number one item on our list. That is a real royal commission, as we have 

spoken about, not a sham – a real royal commission. I look forward to the opportunity to have that 

royal commission. It is the first thing that we will do as soon as we get going in government. We will 

search for the money, we will put our criminals on trial and we will stop the rorts. It will not be another 

Coate inquiry with a retired judge; this will be a serious royal commission. 

Seventy new taxes – we just cannot believe the amount of taxes that this government has put on. We 

will scrap the emergency services tax and give confidence back to business that they can continue to 

do business. Police stations have been closed or had hours reduced, and there are other things going 

on. I am going to end my comments there. I am trying to give others an opportunity to have a say as 

the night goes on. If I stop now, I will give an opportunity for them to say a few words, but certainly 

from where I sit I fully support this motion that says: 

That the Premier and the other ministers of state for the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of 

this house. 

I support this motion. 

 Wayne FARNHAM (Narracan) (18:16): I am pleased to rise today on the motion of no confidence 

put forward by the Leader of the Opposition – and for good reason. I have sat through a lot of the 

contributions today, and the one thing I have not heard the government ask themselves is, ‘Why did 

we get to this point?’ At what point in time do they take responsibility as to why we got to a no-

confidence motion in this government? There is a good reason for it. I will admit the member for 

Wendouree made an impassioned plea for regional Victoria and her region, but there is more to 

regional Victoria than Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong. At the time, I did interject on the member for 

Wendouree and asked her if she could name something in Narracan. The member for Wendouree 

could not, unfortunately. But they have to ask themselves why we got to this point of a motion of no 

confidence, because the Victorian public has lost confidence in this government – not just us on this 

side, the public. 

When we have the issues with the CFMEU that have been well reported and there has been no action 

taken, then the Victorian public starts to lack confidence in the government to govern. There have been 

members on that side today that have called this a stunt, yet they grasped the opportunity of the stunt 

to remove the member for Bendigo East just today. If it was such a stunt, why did that happen? Because 

even the Labor caucus lost confidence in the former Premier. That is why she was removed today. So 

you can imagine the attitudes of Victorians are expressing the same frustration, not just at the Premier 

but at the ministers of the government as well, because unfortunately for the former Premier – my 

apologies – she has borne the brunt of the incompetence of the ministers as well. That is part of the 

problem. She was the leader, she has to take responsibility, but it was others in the room as well that 

maybe did not convey strongly enough that a royal commission was needed and was not to be ignored. 

Maybe it was ill advised. Maybe she did not listen. I am not part of that caucus, I do not know, but I 

do know that Victorians have had enough. 
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The reason there is no confidence anymore in this government is because of the constant poor decision-

making of the government. When you spend $200,000 on pot plants, that is a waste. When people are 

under real cost-of-living pressure and you spend $200,000 a year to hire pot plants – not even to buy 

them – that is waste. When Victorians hear we have lost $15 billion in corruption payments – and that 

is not a figure the Liberal Party made up, it is a figure that came out of Queensland, that reported 

$15 billion – Victorians lack confidence in the government. 

I do not think the new Premier is going to be any different. The new Premier is saying he is going to 

have a royal commission – great. Is the new Premier going to consult with the opposition on the terms 

of reference for the royal commission, because Victorians will not trust this government to have that 

royal commission and get an effective outcome of what Victorians need? The member for Ovens 

Valley rightly said earlier that if you have been involved in corruption, watch out; we will come after 

you if we are in government – and so we should. Victorians deserve to know where that $15 billion 

went. They deserve to know. 

When we talk about the Commonwealth Games, it was probably one of the biggest loads of – I cannot 

say it, but it was the biggest con of all time in this state. Even the cancelling of the games was a con. 

They said they had to cancel the games because it was going to cost too much, but then it came out 

that that figure was inflated. It was put forward as $7 billion. It came out that that was doubled. That 

was a con that cost this state $600 million – to have that games somewhere else. 

This is why Victorians have lost confidence in this government. When it happens time and time and 

time again and the government does not do anything, then that is a problem. The credibility of the 

government is a problem. The credibility is the main issue. Talking about my electorate, when the 

government makes an election commitment and does not follow through, its credibility is shot. You 

have no credibility left. When you promise to build a new West Gippsland Hospital, to start that 

hospital in 2024, and you do not deliver, you have no credibility; you are done. That is what is 

happening in this state at the moment. Integrity is the biggest issue with this government. It was the 

last thing my father said to me before he died: ‘Never let go of your integrity. In this job it’s all you’ve 

got.’ But the government has let go of its integrity. This is why people have lost faith in them; this is 

why we have no faith in them. 

I do not think that the new Premier is going to be any different. There is an old saying that I will say 

here: a new broom sweeps clean. It might sweep clean for a month, but we are going to go back to the 

same old, same old. We are not going to have transparent government. We are not going to have a 

government with integrity. We are not going to have a government with honesty. We are going to have 

a government that is going to put forward a royal commission, and it is going to set the terms of 

reference. 

 A member interjected. 

 Wayne FARNHAM: That is not a royal commission. It will be a cover-up, as rightly pointed out. 

This is the problem. I challenge the new Premier: reach out to us and let us work with you on the terms 

of reference. He will not do that, I guarantee it, because out of all of this he has still got to protect his 

mates at some point. 

Like today, they did not do the change of leadership for Victoria; they did it for polling. He said that 

himself: ‘I did it for polling.’ He swore black and blue. He looked the former Premier in the eye and 

said he would not roll her and that she had his support. He told his daughter that he was going to back 

this Premier because he wanted to see her being ‘a world-class Premier’. I am glad I am not the new 

Premier tonight going home to tell his daughter why he went back on his word. That comes back to 

integrity. This new Premier has shot his integrity in the foot from day one because he has just knifed 

the member for Bendigo East. After looking her dead in the eye and saying she had his full support, 

to then turn around and say that a few colleagues came up to him and told him to run – he has no 
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integrity. This is why I believe we are going to get the same old thing from the new Premier as we did 

the old. 

That is a problem for Victoria, but it will not be a problem come 28 November, because under a 

Liberal–National coalition we have a clear plan. We have a leader that is honest; she has been honest 

with Victorians. We have a leader with integrity, and this is something that the Labor Party lack. They 

do not have anyone that can step forward. This is why when we come to 28 November we will get a 

fresh start in this state, not the same people that are there now. There is no freshness under this new 

Premier. It is the same caucus and it is the same people. Nothing has changed. It is the same attitude. 

We will not get transparency. I am going to cut it short because my colleagues want to speak on this, 

but I will end with this: come 28 November I do believe there will be a change of government, and it 

will be a fresh start under a Jess Wilson government. 

 James NEWBURY (Brighton) (18:25): I rise to speak on this no-confidence motion because not 

only do the Liberals and Nationals not have confidence in this government but Victorians do not have 

confidence in this government, and Labor MPs proved today they do not have confidence in this 

government. They knifed their Premier, as their new Premier said, purely because of the polling. They 

have worked out that Victorians know it is time for change. Victorians know they desperately need a 

change of government. This motion allows it, and I call on every member in this place to put their 

good conscience first in considering how they vote. This is your opportunity to represent your 

community. If you vote against this, you are voting to keep this government – a government that today 

imploded in a way that Victoria has never seen before. Victoria has never seen two unelected premiers 

put into office back to back. It has never happened before in the history of this state. In the weeks, 

some might say days, before people vote – it is only some three months before an election – Labor has 

installed a second unelected leader as Premier. I know, like Victorians know, you can change the face 

of this government, but it is the same corrupt Labor government. We know and Victorians know that 

the issues that matter to Victorians will not be fixed by changing the leader of this government. 

At every opportunity this government could have fixed the crime crisis facing our state, and they have 

not. They have weakened the laws. They have opened the bail door. Only recently, last week, an 

offender alleged to be training as a terrorist was bailed in Victoria – terrorism bailed in Victoria – and 

the federal government has intervened to appeal against that decision. The national government has 

said this bail system is broken, because it is. How often do we hear about a horrific crime because that 

person was on bail, let out and allowed to commit a further crime – hurt people, damage people, kill 

people – because the bail laws are so weak, because this government believes in giving people endless 

chances. Shame on them. 

On behalf of Victorians, we know it is time for change. With corruption, this government has not only 

presided over $15 billion of corrupted taxpayer money but knowingly allowed it. There is no question 

that this government knew that corruption was occurring, that on taxpayer-funded worksites the most 

vile corruption was occurring. You can see organised crime have moved their headquarters into 

Victoria. It is the place to do business if you are organised crime on government worksites. You wake 

up every day and see a firebombing on a business. These are hardworking people who put their time 

and money into trying to get ahead to provide a product and service, to open and put their shingle out, 

hang their shingle on the door, and they wake up to a firebombing because of the weak laws in terms 

of arson. In most cases you are seeing the offenders, when caught, out on bail. Offenders are now so 

brazen they are joking about getting bail as they are being arrested. 

How shameful to know that this government has overseen the level of corruption that has occurred. It 

has been an affront and a shame to our great state. I have said before that when the former Premier 

found out about the level of corruption, did she say, ‘I want to get to the bottom of it’? No. Did she 

say, ‘I want to understand the depth of it’? No. She said, ‘I want to cover it up,’ and she talked it down. 

I suspect that is a very large part of the reason why her own party has knifed her, because they know 

that Victorians have had enough. Changing the face of their party is not going to change the future of 

Victoria. The only way to see a change in Victoria is to elect a new government, and this motion is an 
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opportunity for every member of this place to call an election now. Effectively, if you vote for this 

motion, you are voting for an election – and Victorians want an election. You cannot hide it. You 

cannot spin your way out of it. Labor will vote against the motion, I suspect. It does not matter how 

eloquent any of our speeches are. They are, I suspect, going to vote against this motion because they 

want to keep this government in place for another almost four months. But Victorians will get their 

say, and the longer Labor MPs cover up what they are doing, the angrier Victorians will be. 

I have said it in this place for years: Victorians have worked it out. They have worked out this Premier. 

They have had enough of the crime. They have had enough of the corruption. They have had enough 

of the wasteful budget mismanagement. When you are $200 billion in debt, projected soon to be one 

in 10 dollars spent on that debt, Victorians say, ‘What am I paying tax bills for? Budget 

mismanagement and corruption – is that why I’m paying taxes?’ That is not good enough. It breaks 

the compact between government and people, because at the end of the day, every taxpayer dollar has 

first been earned by a taxpayer through their hard work. You heard the new Premier say today that he 

wants to respect taxpayer dollars and then refuse to answer any questions on the Suburban Rail Loop 

or its costs. He said in this place he wanted, before making a decision, to take it through cabinet – after 

holding a press conference where he announced five policies which had not gone through cabinet. 

You do not get it both ways, new Premier. No, Victorians know that a change in face is not a change 

in this corrupted government. I have seen closely this happen before. I saw closely what happened 

with Gillard and Rudd. Victorians will work it out. I saw closely what happened in New South Wales 

with Minns and Keneally. All that happened was voters got angrier, and when they came to the ballot 

box they had their baseball bats ready. That is what is going to happen in November because Victorians 

have had enough. 

You know what Victorians want? Victorians want a safe state. They want a state that is cleaned up, 

don’t they? They want change. Desperately they want change. They want a fresh start, and that is what 

they will get. The Leader of the Opposition and I talk about this often, and I can see the passion in her 

eyes and the rest of the team’s eyes: we want to fix this state. The Liberals and Nationals, at our core, 

want to fix this state. The government will throw whatever scare they can, but Victorians have worked 

it out. The Victorian community can know with certainty that under a Jess Wilson Liberal–National 

government we will fix this state. We will clean it up, and it is about time for the good of the future of 

Victoria. 

 Jade BENHAM (Mildura) (18:35): Obviously I rise to support this motion of no confidence in this 

Labor government, and I am sure today Victorians are shocked, bewildered and disappointed in this 

utter circus that presents itself once again. I have said many times in this place, quoting some of the 

greatest poets of our time: ‘Welcome to the circus.’ This is what Victorians have grown accustomed 

to, and they are so sick of it. They are disgusted. The member for Brighton is absolutely right: they 

know exactly what is going on. While members on the other side sit there and try and deflect and 

dodge and pretend that everything is okay, Victorians know better. We know that Victorians know 

better. 

Over the winter break, those of us that were out in our communities, whether or not it was part of the 

Fresh Start tour – I appreciate the Leader of the Opposition coming to Mildura to announce some 

physical investment helping out health care in Mildura and the broader community in that tri-state 

area; we are the only ones that have committed to doing anything about Mildura Base Public Hospital – 

were out talking to our communities, and the message was very consistent. It is not even anger 

anymore – Victorians have done anger. It is like the seven stages of grief, it really is. They have gone 

through a journey: there was sadness, there was anger and now we are at exhausted. Victorians are 

just exhausted, shocked, bewildered, disappointed, disgusted and honestly not surprised at what comes 

next – at what the next headline is going to be when they open up the newspaper in the morning. 

Honestly, this is completely unprecedented: two unelected Premiers in one term. Like those before me 

have said today, just because you change – I have heard many, many wonderful, I assume, proverbs 

today, such as ‘It doesn’t matter who is steering the ship, it still remains on course.’ That is true. It is 
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another 2IC – well, Dan’s 2IC did not work out very well, so the member for Bendigo East’s 2IC is 

going to work out just as well, I would assume. Victorians are sick of it. They are so sick of it. They 

are sick of the corruption, and they know what is going on. As much as the Labor Party in this state 

deny it, they know what is going on. 

It is not even whistleblowers that are coming out now. I get text messages on my socials, I get emails, 

I get phone calls to the office from people who have been involved in the Big Build and construction 

in this state with stories. It happens often. We know that this is continuing to contribute to Victoria’s 

growing debt – that debt that is hurtling towards $200 billion, which means we are not getting the 

schools we deserve, we are not getting the investment in regional hospitals that we deserve and we are 

not getting the investment in the police force and corrections that we deserve. Because of that, children 

are dying on our streets. We have experienced that in my community over this winter break, and it is 

disgusting. When I say that Victorians are shocked, bewildered, disappointed and disgusted, I mean 

it. Children are dying on the streets of Victoria, and it is not good enough. Anyone with any sense of 

integrity, with any sense of service to the state of Victoria, will back this no-confidence motion, 

because Victorians have lost confidence in the Labor Party to stand up for them. All they are doing is 

serving themselves. 

 Roma BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (18:39): I rise to speak on the motion that we put to the 

Parliament: 

That the Premier and the other ministers of state for the state of Victoria no longer possess the confidence of 

this house. 

Before we went to the winter break I was stopped by the press and asked whether I believed this 

motion would be successful, and I answered that, yes, I did believe it was possible for it to be successful 

because it was quite evident that Labor were turning on themselves and turning on the Premier. And 

here we are today, where the Premier has been knifed in the back by her own MPs, just as I predicted. 

It is clear now to Victorians; they are seeing the scale of the corruption, the waste and the 

mismanagement that has metastasised under Labor. Labor is in such a mess that the entire government 

has ground to a halt. While Labor solve their internal conflicts, it is every Victorian that is suffering, 

and that is what we have been seeing for weeks on end. It is quite clear that Victorians have had 

enough. They have seen clearly now the $15 billion, minimum, that has gone from taxpayers in 

corruption and been fed through to bikie gangs and criminal organisations. Victorians are ready to take 

the baseball bat to the Labor government. They have had enough of the waste – $200,000 in pot plants 

that they hired to pretty up their offices, $13 million in machete bins that served no purpose. But if the 

Labor MPs think that getting rid of Jacinta Allan today as the Premier will save them from the voter 

tsunami in November – I think Victorians are smarter than that. Victorians can see that the new Premier 

and ministers are the same men and women that rolled over when the former Premier Daniel Andrews 

anointed Premier Jacinta Allan in her elevated role. 

Now we have a new Premier, who has been her deputy, who has accepted her leadership and who has 

accepted her crippling debt, her diminishing of basic services that Victorians desperately need, her 

overseeing of projects rife with corruption and the uncertain return on projects that no business case 

exists for and no budget has highlighted we can trust or recognise. All the Labor members are 

complicit, and they will all share the electoral pain, because they have forgotten Victorians and are too 

focused on themselves, which was all too evident today and has been evident for many, many months. 

We heard the new Premier Ben Carroll say it had to happen because the polls were indicating they 

were going to fail. Well, it is not about polls, it is about delivering for Victorians, and that is what 

Labor have forgotten. 

Let me point out that the new Premier Ben Carroll was at one point recently the Minister for Roads 

and Road Safety. This was the time a few years back when this government started their absolute 

mismanagement of the roads and road infrastructure, and the same corrupt government put money 

into corruption rather than focusing on the roads that we needed in the regions. That minister at the 
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time, who is now the Premier, oversaw roads maintenance cuts in the order of $240 million, and that 

is why regional Victoria is so bad and our roads are crumbling so significantly. Let us make sure we 

remember how Ben Carroll was happy to treat regional Victorians, particularly in South-West 

Victoria. 

 The SPEAKER: I remind the member for South-West Coast to call members by their correct titles. 

 Roma BRITNELL: That is why Victorians need a fresh start and know they need a fresh start, 

and that is why a Jess Wilson Liberal–Nationals government will take Victoria and absolutely turn it 

around, back to where we need it to be and better. We will make sure we stop the waste, address the 

crime and never, ever allow corruption, by putting a royal commission in place that will get to the 

bottom of it and not exempt politicians from being questioned. That is a change Victoria wants and 

Victoria needs. This is my prediction for November at the state election: this Labor government and 

their rotten and corrupt history will be gone. 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (18:44): I move: 

That the question be now put. 

 The SPEAKER: I will hear the member for Warrandyte. 

 Nicole WERNER (Warrandyte) (18:44): I rise to support the motion that we have at hand, which 

is a motion of no confidence against the current Premier. Our plans today and for the past six weeks, 

seeing we announced them prior to the winter recess, were that we were moving a motion of no 

confidence against the then Premier, the member for Bendigo East. Today, with the change of 

circumstances, because the Labor caucus in their own right decided, ‘You know what, we’re going to 

try and beat you to it and move our own motion of no confidence against our own Premier,’ they have 

now replaced her with someone equally complicit and corrupt, in the Deputy Premier – her right-hand 

man, her buddy, her person that was there and that was the architect of every one of the former 

Premier’s failings, whether it is the $15 billion of corruption, whether it is the nearly $200 billion of 

debt, whether it is the fact that we are spending more on interest as a line item than on ambulance 

services, kindergarten services and police with a billion dollars to spare. It is the case that he was the 

architect right alongside her and, as the Leader of the Opposition calls him, her partner in crime from 

the very beginning. 

Victorians do not get an opportunity to vote on the Premier – no. What has happened here is within 

this short span of time this is the second unelected Premier that Victorians did not get to vote for. That 

is why we are moving this motion of no confidence today, because Victorians deserve a say in who 

their Premier will be. Victorians deserve a say to vote down the most corrupt Premier in history, except 

her caucus beat us to it. Victorians deserve a say as to who the Premier is in this state. 

 Matt Fregon: On a point of order, Speaker: imputations. 

 The SPEAKER: I remind members that it is inappropriate to reflect on particular members in this 

chamber. This is a ruling that was made at the start of the motion before the house today. 

 Nicole WERNER: That is why we are moving this vote of no confidence, because Victorians, who 

we represent in every one of our electorates on this side of the house – I do not know about on that 

side of the house – have lost confidence in this Labor government. No matter who the Premier is, they 

are all cut from the same corrupt cloth, and that is why we are calling for an early election today. That 

is why we are calling for the Premier to be voted down today, because confidence has been lost and 

there is no confidence left in this government as they have presided over and overseen corruption on 

worksites, as they have presided over and overseen all of these – it is unspeakable, the amount of 

corruption that has been seen from this government. This is why we are on this side of this house. 

Whether it is another Premier, whether it is another person for another day, it has been the case that 

under this government over these past 12 years Victoria has been sidelined. Once the greatest state in 
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Australia, we now have the highest unemployment, we have the highest crime, we have the highest 

debt. If you were to add New South Wales, Tasmania and Queensland all up together, our debt still 

surpasses all of that debt. 

That is why we on this side of the house are moving this motion of no confidence, particularly against 

the Deputy Premier, who has now been elevated to Premier simply because the polling looked bad, 

not because they want to fight for Victorians, not because they actually care about working hard for 

Victorians or working hard for working Victorians and working people, but because, in the Premier’s 

own admission, by his own words, he saw the polls. ‘Why did I change my mind? Why did I decide 

to roll the sitting Premier? Because I saw the polls,’ he said. ‘I saw the polls, and we wanted political 

survival. I saw the polls, and we wanted to make sure that we would survive in these individual seats, 

and we want to save some furniture today.’ 

That is what the current Premier said, by his own words, by his own admission. That is why we are 

moving this vote of no confidence today. We must go to an early election. Victorians deserve to have 

their say. Victorians who did not get to vote out this corrupt, complicit Premier, in the member for 

Bendigo East, deserve their say today. I invite and I welcome members of that side to vote with us 

today in this motion of no confidence to say that we must go to an early election. We must let 

Victorians have their say, we must honour and we must actually believe Victorians when they have so 

clearly defined to us – 

 Anthony Carbines: On a point of order, Speaker, in the midst of the member for Warrandyte’s 

contribution I believe there was an imputation made on another member who is not present in the 

house. I think, according to your earlier ruling, that that should be avoided. 

 The SPEAKER: I do remind members about imputations on particular members of the chamber. 

Member for Warrandyte, be careful how you address the house, please. 

 Nicole WERNER: Again, not imputations, but these are the facts that we are speaking about and 

why we have moved a vote of no confidence against the Premier and the ministers in this government. 

It is not isolated to one person. It is the whole mob. It is every single one of them. Every single one of 

them is corrupt. Every single one of them is complicit. We have insiders telling us all the time – 

 Anthony Carbines: On a point of order, Speaker, in relation to imputations on members, again, 

not for the first time or the second time I would ask that the member for Warrandyte reflect on her 

remarks. 

 The SPEAKER: The member for Warrandyte did not refer to a particular member, but I do remind 

members to try very hard not to reflect on members in this chamber in their contributions. Imputations 

are not allowed. They are disorderly. 

 Nicole WERNER: That is why I rise to support the vote of no confidence today. 

 Anthony CARBINES (Ivanhoe – Leader of the House, Minister for Police, Minister for 

Community Safety, Minister for Victims, Minister for Racing) (18:52): I move: 

That the question be now put. 

 James Newbury: On a point of order, Speaker, I am concerned that we have had about a dozen 

speakers on a motion of no confidence, which, as you know, can only be moved once in this term. We 

have dozens of members in this single opportunity who have not spoken. I do appreciate that the minor 

parties have spoken, but I think it is only reasonable that a larger number of members have the 

opportunity to speak. 

 The SPEAKER: I have looked at the list of speakers, and I do believe that there have been a 

significant number of contributions by members in the chamber. 
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Assembly divided on Anthony Carbines’s motion: 

Ayes (51): Juliana Addison, Colin Brooks, Josh Bull, Anthony Carbines, Anthony Cianflone, Sarah 

Connolly, Chris Couzens, Jordan Crugnale, Lily D’Ambrosio, Daniela De Martino, Steve 

Dimopoulos, Paul Edbrooke, Eden Foster, Will Fowles, Matt Fregon, Ella George, Luba Grigorovitch, 

Bronwyn Halfpenny, Katie Hall, Paul Hamer, Martha Haylett, Mathew Hilakari, Melissa Horne, 

Natalie Hutchins, Lauren Kathage, Sonya Kilkenny, Nathan Lambert, John Lister, Gary Maas, Alison 

Marchant, Kathleen Matthews-Ward, Steve McGhie, Paul Mercurio, John Mullahy, Danny Pearson, 

Pauline Richards, Tim Richardson, Michaela Settle, Ros Spence, Nick Staikos, Natalie Suleyman, 

Meng Heang Tak, Jackson Taylor, Nina Taylor, Kat Theophanous, Mary-Anne Thomas, Iwan 

Walters, Vicki Ward, Dylan Wight, Gabrielle Williams, Belinda Wilson 

Noes (27): Brad Battin, Jade Benham, Roma Britnell, Tim Bull, Martin Cameron, Annabelle Cleeland, 

Chris Crewther, Wayne Farnham, Matthew Guy, David Hodgett, Emma Kealy, Anthony Marsh, Tim 

McCurdy, Cindy McLeish, James Newbury, Danny O’Brien, Michael O’Brien, Kim O’Keeffe, John 

Pesutto, Richard Riordan, David Southwick, Bridget Vallence, Peter Walsh, Kim Wells, Nicole 

Werner, Rachel Westaway, Jess Wilson 

Motion agreed to. 

Assembly divided on Jess Wilson’s motion: 

Ayes (27): Brad Battin, Jade Benham, Roma Britnell, Tim Bull, Martin Cameron, Annabelle Cleeland, 

Chris Crewther, Wayne Farnham, Matthew Guy, David Hodgett, Emma Kealy, Anthony Marsh, Tim 

McCurdy, Cindy McLeish, James Newbury, Danny O’Brien, Michael O’Brien, Kim O’Keeffe, John 

Pesutto, Richard Riordan, David Southwick, Bridget Vallence, Peter Walsh, Kim Wells, Nicole 

Werner, Rachel Westaway, Jess Wilson 

Noes (51): Juliana Addison, Colin Brooks, Josh Bull, Anthony Carbines, Anthony Cianflone, Sarah 

Connolly, Chris Couzens, Jordan Crugnale, Lily D’Ambrosio, Daniela De Martino, Steve 

Dimopoulos, Paul Edbrooke, Eden Foster, Will Fowles, Matt Fregon, Ella George, Luba Grigorovitch, 

Bronwyn Halfpenny, Katie Hall, Paul Hamer, Martha Haylett, Mathew Hilakari, Melissa Horne, 

Natalie Hutchins, Lauren Kathage, Sonya Kilkenny, Nathan Lambert, John Lister, Gary Maas, Alison 

Marchant, Kathleen Matthews-Ward, Steve McGhie, Paul Mercurio, John Mullahy, Danny Pearson, 

Pauline Richards, Tim Richardson, Michaela Settle, Ros Spence, Nick Staikos, Natalie Suleyman, 

Meng Heang Tak, Jackson Taylor, Nina Taylor, Kat Theophanous, Mary-Anne Thomas, Iwan 

Walters, Vicki Ward, Dylan Wight, Gabrielle Williams, Belinda Wilson 

Motion defeated. 

Business interrupted under sessional orders. 

Adjournment 

 The SPEAKER: The question is: 

That the house now adjourns. 

Lowan electorate mental health services 

 Emma KEALY (Lowan) (19:01): (1729) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Mental 

Health, and the action I seek is for immediate funding to be provided to establish a mental health local 

in Horsham. Back in 2021 the royal commission handed down its final report, and within that was a 

recommendation to roll out mental health locals right across the state of Victoria. In the early days the 

Labor government accepted these recommendations, and in fact on 29 May 2023 the now Deputy 
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Premier made the statement that they would be rolling out mental health locals in Horsham and Ararat 

and also Warrnambool, Hamilton and Portland. In this release, I quote the now Deputy Premier: 

Delivering on the promise we made to Victorians last year, the Labor Government will deliver 50 Local 

Services across Victoria by the end of 2026 … 

We are now almost at the end of 2026, and there is no sign of a mental health local in my electorate of 

Lowan. This is not just a fickle promise that can be thrown away like Labor throw so many of their 

promises away, including whether or not they will contest the Premier or they will help her become 

the next female Premier of the state; this is something that is so important to our local people. I met 

with a social worker last week who told me that in our region we have a suicide rate which is double 

that of the state average. Across our region we have heard from Mental Health Victoria, who have 

specifically pointed to the Grampians region as having insufficient access to mental health support 

services. We are extraordinarily underdone, and this is a region that frequently faces disasters like 

bushfire and floods; we might also have pestilence, with plagues coming through, or drought. 

Our region certainly is being hit hard, and we have got other challenges as well – decisions by 

government that are really having an impact, particularly on farming communities. They are feeling 

like their voices are not heard and their agricultural land is being treated as vacant land, with major 

projects being rolled out without consideration of the impact on their business, on their community, 

on the local economy and also on the agricultural capability of the state. It is having a massive impact 

on the mental health of our local people. Even though we know there is an apology on Friday for 

people who were sexually abused at Horsham Technical College, there are no mental health supports 

that have been established for those people, and it has been a very, very difficult week for the Wimmera 

community in particular. I ask for the minister to immediately fund the mental health local to make 

sure our local people can access the mental health support that they need and deserve. 

Cranbourne Community Hospital 

 Pauline RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (19:04): (1730) My adjournment matter is to the Minister for 

Health in the other place, and the action I seek is that the minister visits the Cranbourne Community 

Hospital to speak to my neighbours about the consequences of a Liberal–National–One Nation 

coalition. It has been a while since I have reminded the chamber that the last time the Liberal Party 

held the seat of Cranbourne they privatised the local ambulance service. Yes, that is right: it was the 

only one in the state that was privatised. I am disappointed the member for Melton is not here, because 

he is able to attest firsthand that when the Liberal Party privatised the ambulance service, that meant 

there was not enough equipment for the ambos. This is what the Liberal Party do; it is in their DNA. 

But of course now that they have plans to join One Nation and make themselves this Liberal–One 

Nation coalition, there is some more certainty – awful certainty – for my community if that happens. 

In the lead-up to the Nepean by-election One Nation let the cat out of the bag in their plan to privatise 

the Rosebud Hospital. And of course Mrs Hermans in the other place has declared that the Cranbourne 

Community Hospital is not a real hospital. Our beautiful community hospital opened last October with 

dental, dialysis, ophthalmology, including an extraordinary surgeon whose communication skills 

match the steadiness of her hand, and so much more. Our hospital’s mental health services are just as 

important, and it is not long until the urgent care clinic opens. They have said the quiet bit out loud: if 

the One Nation–Liberal coalition are successful, they will privatise our beautiful new hospital as a way 

of responding to their commitment to $40 billion in cuts. Those opposite and their coalition partners 

need to keep their hands off our hospitals. I look forward to the minister’s response and her visit to 

Cranbourne. 

Government performance 

 Nicole WERNER (Warrandyte) (19:06): (1731) I rise to address the Premier, and the action I seek 

is for him to make any changes necessary to allow him to dissolve the Parliament to enable an early 

election. Today behind closed doors, without Victorian voters getting to have a say, Labor knifed the 
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member for Bendigo East and installed her Deputy Premier and partner in crime as Premier. That is 

now two for two, with the former Premier Daniel Andrews saying, ‘Yes, I’ll stay on as Premier. Yes, 

I’ll go to the election. Yeah, I’ll be there for the Victorian people,’ then saying, ‘Nah, actually, see ya. 

You can have my deputy.’ Then this Premier, who is so unpopular – so diabolical were the polls, in 

the admission of the new Premier, so unpopular was she with Victorians – that her own caucus 

removed her in a desperate act of self-preservation that Victorians have never seen the likes of before. 

So she got dumped, and now, newsflash: they replaced her with her Deputy Premier. 

Victorians are furious – furious that they did not get the democratic vote that Labor powerbrokers did 

to vote the former Premier out. The new Premier is not a fresh face. He was the former Premier’s 

second-in-command. He has been the Deputy Premier, sitting right beside her nodding along to every 

single failure that the government has inflicted on the Victorian people. He is just as much to blame 

for it all. Fifteen billion dollars lost to rorts and corruption on the Big Build: guilty. Net debt ballooning 

towards $200 billion: guilty. Criminal offending hitting an all-time high as 40 police stations are 

closed, as PSOs are ripped from 119 train stations, leaving women unsafe: guilty. An elective surgery 

waitlist that has crept past 68,000 people: guilty. As new home constructions hit the lowest point in a 

decade, he is guilty. What about his personal record as the Minister for Education – overseeing two 

consecutive VCE exam debacles and not even being able to deliver a pay deal for our hardworking 

teachers, who have had to now march our streets to fight for better pay, because teachers are the worst 

paid in the nation under this Premier’s watch. So if the Premier cannot run VCE exams, if he cannot 

do a deal to look after our hardworking teachers, he cannot run this state. The families in Victoria 

deserve better than being handed a new Labor Premier again without their consent. They deserve the 

chance to vote him out. 

Pascoe Vale electorate road safety 

 Anthony CIANFLONE (Pascoe Vale) (19:09): (1732) My adjournment matter is for the Minister 

for Roads and Road Safety, and the action I seek is for the minister to provide an update on the ongoing 

actions the Victorian Labor government is continuing to pursue to make our local road and transport 

corridors safer for vulnerable road users across Pascoe Vale, including the Boundary Road corridor. 

The Boundary Road corridor is a key east–west state corridor across the north of my electorate that 

connects locals through Pascoe Vale North, Pascoe Vale, North Coburg and Merlynston to work, 

learning, shops, services and homes. It connects locals from the Pascoe Street shops to the west, 

including the George Jones cafe and Augustus Gloop Gelatery; through to the local schools of Pascoe 

Vale Girls College and Westbreen Primary School; through to the Pascoe Vale Gardens Retirement 

Village for our elderly, the Boundary Road shops, where the Westbreen Florist is, and our sporting 

and recreational spaces at Hallam Reserve; through to the northern golf course at one end and John 

Fawkner cemetery at the other; as well as Merlynston station, Fawkner station, the Upfield rail 

corridor, Fawkner police station and the Sydney Road–Hume Highway corridor. 

However, since I was elected, an increasing number of locals have continued to contact me raising 

concerns and calling for new measures to help make the corridor safer – I will get to the names in a 

second. The Department of Transport and Planning’s (DTP) holistic review of the boundary corridor, 

with a view to considering and implementing the range of local views and priorities, includes greater 

provision for cyclists, pedestrians and vulnerable road users. Reducing the standard variable speed 

limit from 60 kilometres to 50 kilometres and expanding the 40-kilometre school speed zone will 

better protect Westbreen and Pascoe Vale Girls students, and an extension will also help better protect 

Pascoe Vale Gardens’ elderly residents. 

Targeted measures at the corridor’s key intersections, including at West Street, Pascoe Street and Lake 

Avenue intersections, will better protect the school students, calm traffic, support safer vehicle turns 

and better protect families and pedestrians. A local resident who lives on the corner there, Royce 

Saheed, is a particular advocate, as is the Westbreen school community. At the Cumberland Road 

intersection, including through the narrower northern portion of Cumberland Road where there is a 

bottleneck towards the intersection, local parents James and Tamara have particularly strongly 
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advocated for reform. The Landells Road intersection will better protect users at Hallam Reserve, 

St Oliver Plunkett Primary School and Pascoe Vale Gardens too. There is a dedicated new pedestrian 

crossing for residents at Pascoe Vale Gardens to safely cross through this portion of Boundary Road 

at the Hallam–Landells area. The notorious Derby Street–Boundary Road intersection many locals 

continue to call for a redesign of, with signalisation and slower speeds through an expanded pedestrian 

crossing and an island. For the hazardous Sussex Street intersection, I recently had the pleasure to meet 

with Cr Chris Miles and local resident advocate Natasa Jovic, who recently collected 1200 signatures 

through a local petition calling for DTP to assess and develop options to reconfigure an intersection, 

including the provision of a dedicated right-turn lane for westbound vehicles turning into Sussex 

Street, north towards Hadfield. This is intended to address an identified crash pattern involving through 

movements from the left-turn lane – Boundary Road east leg. 

Locals further would also welcome the removal of the level crossing at Boundary Road for the Upfield 

line and better bus stops and services along the corridor too, and more protections for vulnerable road 

users, cyclists and pedestrians across each and every one of those intersections. I welcome the minister 

to come and visit and meet with these residents too. 

Bairnsdale train services 

 Tim BULL (Gippsland East) (19:12): (1733) My adjournment tonight is to the Minister for Public 

and Active Transport, and the action that I am seeking is for the minister to confirm that our midday 

train service from Bairnsdale will continue all the way to Southern Cross and not be terminated at 

Flinders Street. The situation is that there is reliable information coming out of the department and 

also amongst my constituency that there is an intention to terminate that service at Flinders Street. 

Whoever would have made this recommendation is just not in touch with the needs of rural and 

regional communities. We have a situation where a lot of people travelling to Melbourne from the 

Gippsland area rely on that link to the airport that operates from Southern Cross. They also attend 

sporting events and other functions and activities at that end of town. We just cannot have that being 

terminated before what is the most popular stop for East Gippslanders. It is a stop short. It needs to 

continue on to where that service presently runs to. The action that I am seeking is that we get a clear 

guarantee that that service will not be changed and not be compromised, and will continue to Southern 

Cross and not be terminated at Flinders Street. 

Mordialloc electorate health services 

 Tim RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (19:13): (1734) My adjournment this evening is to the Minister 

for Health, and the action I seek is for the minister to update my community on the progress of building 

works at Monash Medical Centre and Dandenong Hospital. These are two significant health services 

that support my constituency, and they are part of the south-east area that is absolutely thriving: the 

Keysborough South area. Bubbies are born at Dandenong Hospital, and that is where you go to have 

your little one, or at Monash Medical Centre, which is an incredible health service in our area. Those 

health workers know one thing: they know that Labor governments back them in – more than 

17,000 health workers, midwives and nurses under this government’s leadership. That is the additional 

support, because we back in the health workers at the most critical time when Victorians need that 

care and support. Whether it is in an emergency department, when you are going through the birth of 

your child or you have got an ageing parent who is needing that support on general ward and care, 

those health workers are always there. My community is really excited about the more than 

$300 million upgrade that is coming to Dandenong Hospital that will see a substantial transformation. 

Monash Medical Centre is literally coming out of the ground. We see the progress there. It was the 

children’s hospital under former Premier Andrews which was a big part of our work – upgrades there 

and the support as that south-east community has grown – and of course just nearby we will have the 

Suburban Rail Loop supporting this community into the future with access to health care and to the 

incredible Monash University precinct and supporting people to get around our south-east 

communities. With the development there, the progress there, I am really keen to understand from the 
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health minister how these two critical health infrastructure assets and the work that has been done to 

support our nurses and midwives – more than 17,000 that have been added – will support health 

workers into the future. 

VicScreen 

 Gabrielle DE VIETRI (Richmond) (19:15): (1735) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for 

Creative Industries, and the action that I seek is a long-term funding plan for VicScreen, with increases 

in funding year on year. I have been meeting with Victoria’s screen sector over the past few months, 

and they are extremely concerned with the state of our film and television industry. There are year-on-

year cuts, and a lack of forward planning by this government means that VicScreen has no proposed 

budget beyond this financial year. In an industry with long lead times, where a production itself can 

take 12 months – that is not including the development times – long-term sustainable funding is 

absolutely essential. As costs rise, Screen Australia has reported a 14 per cent decline in free-to-air 

television production spend in 2024–25, from $189 million to just $162 million. As government 

funding dries up, the number of productions of course fall across the board, in broadcasting, in 

streaming TV as well as in feature films. 

Despite Australia creating one of the most popular shows in the US two years running, Bluey, there 

has been a shocking 60 per cent drop in the number of kids shows produced here since the Morrison 

government ditched the children’s content quota – a quota that federal Labor has failed to bring back. 

Children’s TV production used to be a reliable employer of Victorian screen workers and an 

opportunity for early-career creatives to get some experience. Long-running productions have 

completely dried up in Victoria, most notably with Neighbours finishing up its 40-year run last year. 

Shows like this offered stability in a volatile employment environment, and they are key to the 

industry’s survival, but major production companies and post-production houses have now folded and 

have had to close down in recent years as well. 

In these challenging times the government can and should step in. Writers, directors, producers, cast 

and crew – they are fed up with Victoria losing productions to Queensland, to New South Wales, to 

WA. We have some of the best creatives in the world, who are invested in this state’s success, but they 

cannot survive on the smell of an oily rag. The Victorian government needs to present a long-term 

funding plan for VicScreen, with increases in funding year on year. Screen production creates jobs, it 

contributes to local economies, and for every dollar invested it generates $11. But best of all, it tells 

our stories to the world, something that all Victorians can enjoy and be proud of. 

Six Ways intersection, Lara 

 Ella GEORGE (Lara) (19:18): (1736) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Roads and 

Road Safety, and the action that I seek is for the minister to provide an update in relation to the status 

of planning works at the intersection known as Six Ways in Lara. The upgrades to the Lara Six Ways 

intersection will deliver significant benefits to the Lara community. By replacing the single-lane 

roundabout with traffic lights, the project will greatly improve traffic flow and enhance road safety for 

locals. This is especially important at this location as it is in close proximity to four local schools and 

a busy shopping strip. These upgrades will reduce travel times and make the daily commute safer and 

more efficient. Improved access and smoother traffic movement will also support the future growth 

that the Lara community is expecting, improving livability for local residents. Planning and design 

works have been underway for some time now, and I would love to be able to provide my community 

with an update on when the works are set to begin on this important local project. 

Warrnambool Base Hospital 

 Roma BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (19:19): (1737) My adjournment is for the Minister for 

Health. The Warrnambool Base Hospital redevelopment was promised as a project fit for the future 

of our growing region. Instead it has become a story of secrecy, broken promises and unanswered 

questions, and the Labor government have not publicly released revised plans following reports of 
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cuts to the hospital. The action I seek is for the minister to guarantee the South-West Coast community 

that the amount of car parking promised in the Warrnambool Base Hospital redevelopment will be 

delivered in accordance with the original scope. The dedicated staff at Warrnambool Base Hospital do 

an extraordinary job every day. They work long hours under immense pressure, caring for our loved 

ones and often staying beyond the end of their shifts. Our doctors, nurses, allied health professionals, 

cleaners, ward clerks, orderlies and support staff deserve our gratitude and respect. They also deserve 

a government that keeps its promises. 

When the Labor government announced the redevelopment of Warrnambool Base Hospital, staff 

parking formed part of its commitment. Yet following the reported cuts to the redevelopment, Labor 

have failed to release the revised plans. The community deserve to know what has been cut, how this 

will affect them and where their taxpayer funds are actually going. Staff have shared with me their 

concerns about having to walk significant distances to their vehicles, particularly after dark. Those 

concerns have only been heightened following the reports of a recent attempted abduction near the 

hospital. The hospital has a shuttle bus, but staff tell me this is not meeting their needs. We know the 

government are starving the hospital of adequate funds, but a bus that has finished its run before staff 

finish their shift clearly is not working. This Labor government regularly speaks about workplace 

safety and women’s safety. It spends millions of dollars telling Victorians how committed it is to 

protecting women. Yet those words ring hollow when predominantly female healthcare workers are 

left questioning their safety because promised infrastructure appears to have quietly disappeared. 

Regional Victorians deserve honesty. The minister needs to release the plans to clarify the parking and 

be transparent with the people of South-West Coast about what has been cut from their long-promised 

hospital. 

Wyndham Vale train services 

 John LISTER (Werribee) (19:22): (1738) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public 

and Active Transport, and the action I seek is a briefing on how our additional nine-carriage trains will 

increase capacity on the Wyndham Vale line. As many people know, I love a survey, and when I went 

out to communities in Wyndham Vale the response was clear: they wanted more capacity on their line. 

1141 respondents said they wanted a chance to get a seat. Nearly just as many wanted less congestion 

on the platforms. And while I mention surveys, I would like to encourage residents to complete my 

survey on Werribee train station so we can capture how we use this place as well and how we can 

improve it. 

I am a big fan of our V/Line. I often take it to get to and from here. I know what it feels like to get on 

that service at Southern Cross only to find it is a three-carriage service during peak times. That is why 

I fought hard and worked in government with my fellow Wyndham colleagues to secure funding for 

additional nine-carriage services during peak times. This is how I work. I listen to and survey a variety 

of views, work through the processes in government and deliver results. In a little over 12 months I 

have not only done this with capacity on the Wyndham Vale line but secured extensions of bus routes 

and upgrades to schools and a new high school and seen road projects completed sooner, law courts 

opened and hospital funding boosted. I have shown that not only do I fight for my community but I 

also deliver. 

We can only really talk about getting additional VLocity carriages because Labor has had them built 

here in Victoria by Victorians. If it was up to those opposite, we would not get this for Wyndham Vale. 

When our regional rail link was finished, opening was delayed a year because the Liberals just 

neglected to order trains to run the services. I am a practical kind of guy. I have always wanted to find 

solutions to problems now, and while more work needs to be done on heavy rail connections in the 

south-west of Melbourne, I need to make sure my community can get a seat. Because the people of 

Manor Lakes, Mambourin and Wyndham Vale are also a practical lot, they see through the Liberals’ 

bewailing when an election rolls around again. And worse still, we heard, a few days after we 

announced additional carriages for Wyndham Vale, the member for Bulleen go on radio saying that 

he would take carriages from Melton and Wyndham Vale services, leaving our lines a bit thin. This 
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briefing will help me communicate to those passengers on the line how we can get real help right now 

for our commuters. Our increase to train capacity for Wyndham Vale will deliver that real help sooner 

rather than later. 

Responses 

 Lily D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park – Minister for Climate Action, Minister for Energy and Resources, 

Minister for the State Electricity Commission) (19:24): With respect to the member for Lowan’s 

matter for the Minister for Mental Health, I will be passing on that matter regarding the mental health 

local for her community. The member for Cranbourne raised a matter for the Minister for Health 

regarding a visit to the Cranbourne Community Hospital. The member for Warrandyte raised a matter 

for the Premier seeking that he make changes to dissolve the Parliament. The member for Pascoe Vale 

raised a matter for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety regarding safety upgrades to the Boundary 

Road corridor. The member for Gippsland East raised a matter for the Minister for Public and Active 

Transport regarding Bairnsdale train services. The member for Mordialloc raised a matter for the 

Minister for Health regarding an update on the Monash Medical Centre and Dandenong Hospital 

redevelopments. The member for Richmond raised a matter for the Minister for Creative Industries 

regarding funding for VicScreen. The member for Lara raised a matter for the minister for roads 

regarding an update on planning for the upgrade of the Six Ways intersection. The member for South-

West Coast raised a matter for the Minister for Health regarding Warrnambool hospital redevelopment 

car parking. The member for Werribee raised a matter for the Minister for Public and Active Transport 

regarding Wyndham Vale line train capacity. Those matters will all be referred to the appropriate 

ministers. 

 The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The house stands adjourned until tomorrow morning. 

House adjourned 7:26 pm. 


