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Introduction

• Victorian racing is recognised as the 
national leader.

• Racing is responsible for employment of 
over 70,000 people, with two-thirds in 
country Victoria.

• Economic impact in excess of $2 billion 
per annum – with half in rural and 
regional Victoria.



Budget Outcomes

• Total commitment = $79.5 million

• Unclaimed wagering dividends will be 
returned to the racing industry. 
Initiatives includes:

– $1 million to Living Legends
– $1 million to Greyhound Adoption Program
– $4 million to drug research
– $30 million to improving racetracks and facilities
– $10 million to breeding and sales
– $2 million to jumps racing
– $200,000 to support picnic races



Budget Outcomes

• On‐course wagering taxes derived from 
totalisator bets will be returned to the 
racing industry.

• Funds will go towards the development 
and implementation of plans and 
programs to increase on‐course 
attendances.



Budget Outcomes

• Existing Regional Racing Infrastructure Fund 
maintained.

• Government has provided almost $5 million 
through the RRIF, including:
– Almost $1.8 million to build a new harness racing 

track at Swan Hill for the Nyah District Harness 
Racing Club

– $1.4 million for night racing lighting at Cranbourne

– $1 million for track and grandstand 
redevelopment at Bendigo





Early Achievements

• COAG Select Council on Gambling 
Reform.
– Sought national support for a consistent 

framework for racing product fees
– Led an approach to the federal government 

seeking enforcement support for state based 
race fields legislation

• Negotiated changes to the thoroughbred 
racing calendar.



• Ensure a nationally consistent approach to 
race fields legislation.

• Ensure future wagering licence arrangements 
provide adequate funding for the Victorian 
racing industry.

• Get people back to the track.

• Provide support for country racing.
– race meetings returned
– racing and training facilities supported
– a growing jumps racing sector 

Challenges



Hon Dr Denis Napthine MP
Minister for Racing

Questions
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