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Vic t oria  ha s  m a d e  s t rong  p rog re ss  in  im p le m e nt ing  Ra p id  
Re vie w re com m e nd a t ions

Ongoing actions to lift the safety and quality of ECEC b y c re a t ing  a n  
ind e p e nd en t , s t re ng t he ne d  VECRA, succe ss fu lly a d voca t ing  for na t iona l 
re form s , a nd  working  t o  lift  q ua lit y a nd  s t re ng t he n  ch ild  sa fe t y t h roug h  t he  
Vic t oria n  Gove rnm e n t ’s  ro le  a s  kind e rg a rt e n  sys t e m  s t e wa rd

Advocating for Commonwealth action and leadership  for p olicy a nd  fund ing  
se t t ing s  t o  ince n t ivise  a nd  lift  q ua lit y a nd  sa fe t y a c ross  t he  se c t or 

Completed 31 of the 40 sub - recommendations of the Rapid Child Safety 
Review a nd  t he  re m a in ing  9 sub - recommendations a re  on  t ra ck for d e live ry  



As our ro le  a s  kind e rg a rt e n  s t e wa rd , Vic t oria  ha s  b e e n  
im p roving  q ua lit y a nd  sa fe t y in  t he  se c t or

Around  $8.2 billion inve s t m e n t  in  Be s t  St a rt , Be s t  Life  ha s  increased access and strengthened 
quality and safety wit h  96% of Victorian early childhood education and care services m e e t ing  
or e xce e d ing  t he  Na t iona l Qua lit y St a nd a rd

A workforce strategy t o  d e live r workforce  sup p ly, re t e n t ion  a nd  q ua lit y in it ia t ive s

$3.8 billion investment for b u ild ing  a nd  e xp a nd ing  kind e rg a rt e ns  a nd  e a rly le a rn ing  
ce n t re s  s ince  t he  20 15-20 16 b ud g e t

Funding for quality, inclusion and safety programs  (e .g . Kind e rg a rt e n  Qua lit y 
Im p rove m e n t  Prog ra m  a nd  School Re a d ine ss  fund ing ), wit h  t he  Kindergarten Audit and 
Assurance program e xp a nd ing  ove rs ig h t  of kind e rg a rt e n  fund ing

Vic t oria ’s  inve s t m e n t s  improve quality and safety across all elements of the kindergarten 
system , inc lud ing  infrastructure , workforce a nd  inclusion : 



On 1 J a nua ry 20 26, t he  ind e p e nd e n t  Vic t oria n  Ea rly Ch ild hood  
Re g u la t ory Aut horit y (VECRA) wa s  e s t a b lishe d

VECRA is independent , he a d e d  b y a n  Early Childhood Regulator , a nd  reports 
directly to the Minister for Children

$26.2 million ove r fou r ye a rs  in  t he  20 26-27 St a t e  Bud g e t  t o  strengthen VECRA , 
b u ild ing  on  inve s t m e n t  a lre a d y p rovid e d  t o  im p le m e n t  t he  Ra p id  Re vie w 
find ing s

Vic t oria  is  con t inu ing  t o  a d voca t e  for t he  Com m onwe a lt h  t o  reinstate funding 
for state and territory regulators

Legislative reforms have strengthened information sharing b e t we e n  
re g u la t ors  a nd  a u t horit ie s  t o  p re ve n t  h ig h  risk ind ivid ua ls  m oving  a c ross  t he  
sys t e m



Vic t oria ’s  a d voca cy a nd  le a d e rsh ip  ha s  d rive n  na t iona l re form  
t o  s t re ng t he n  ch ild  sa fe t y

Led national legislative changes t o  
s t re ng t he n  t he  ch ild  sa fe t y le g a l 
fra m e work, a cq u it t ing  Ra p id  Re vie w 
re com m e nd a t ions

Swift ly e s t a b lishe d  t he  Victorian 
Workforce Register a nd  mandatory 
child safety training in  20 25, se t t ing  
t he  found a t ion  for na t iona l cha ng e

More than 58,000 Victorian workers ha ve  
com p le t e d  national child safety training , 
m a nd a t ory s ince  27 Fe b  20 26

More  t ha n  200,000  Vic t oria n  worke r 
re cord s  now in  t he  Na t iona l Workforce  
Re g is t e r 

Ma king  t he  interests of children 
paramount , increasing transparency , a nd  
s t re ng t he n ing  re g u la t ory enforcement 
powers a nd  information sharing



Com m onwe a lt h  le a d e rsh ip  is  ne e d e d  t o  im p rove  ch ild  sa fe t y in  
ECEC se t t ing s

Rethink of the national ECEC system  t o  p riorit ise  q ua lit y a nd  sa fe t y whe re  t he  
Com m onwe a lt h  t a ke s  a  m ore  a c t ive  s t e wa rd sh ip  ro le  t o  m a na g e  t he  m a rke t

National funding arrangements  m us t  ince n t ivise  q ua lit y a nd  sa fe t y, con t inue  
t o  sup p ort  a cce ss  a nd  a fford a b ilit y, a nd  p rovid e  for s t a t e  a nd  t e rrit ory 
re g u la t ion  of a  ra p id ly g rowing  se c t or

Growth in a quality workforce  t h roug h  im p rove d  t ra in ing  a nd  p la ce m e n t s , a nd  
Com m onwe a lt h  a c t ion  a g a ins t  p oor q ua lit y re g is t e re d  t ra in ing  org a n isa t ions



© St a t e  of Vic t oria  (De p a rt m e n t  of Ed uca t ion ) 20 26


	Parliamentary Inquiry into�the Early Childhood Education �and Care Sector in Victoria
	Victoria has made strong progress in implementing Rapid Review recommendations
	As our role as kindergarten steward, Victoria has been improving quality and safety in the sector
	On 1 January 2026, the independent Victorian Early Childhood Regulatory Authority (VECRA) was established
	Victoria’s advocacy and leadership has driven national reform to strengthen child safety
	Commonwealth leadership is needed to improve child safety in ECEC settings
	Slide Number 7

