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Portfolio overview

The portfolio was established in 2023 and recognises the important contributions that
carers and volunteers make to Victoria.
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Key achievements over the past 12 months

In 2025-26, the portfolio has continued to support social and
economic inclusion across Victoria, including through:

>

>

more than $43 million invested annually neighbourhood houses

releasing the Victorian Carer Strategy 2025-2035, with $32 million
annually supporting unpaid carers including younger and older carers

more than 33,000 unpaid carers holding a Victorian Carer Card,
with proof of eligibility requirements streamlined in late 2025

133 grants delivered through the Community Food Relief Program

expanded partnership with Foodbank Victoria for its GROW Program,
diverting 4,000 tonnes of surplus farm produce to food relief services

$5.1 million over 4 years to expand the Good Money Program,
including a new store for no-interest loans now open in Craigieburn

31 grants of up to $100,000 provided for men’s sheds

recognising a diversity of volunteers and volunteering involving
organisations through the 2025 Volunteering Awards. /




Budget investment highlights

The 2026-27 State Budget provides $11.2 million to boost critical food
relief support:

> $8.5 million to deliver a third round of the refreshed Community Food
Security Program, including:

» Grants to support local food relief initiatives delivered through community
organisations, neighbourhood houses, multicultural and faith-based groups
and First Nations organisations.

» Funding to help meet food security system and infrastructure gaps,
to improve access to food relief across the state.

> $2.7 million immediate food relief package supporting frontline
organisations facing rising prices, including:

A

»$1.1 million to regional foodshares and the Regional Food Security Alliance
$900,000 to Foodbank Victoria

$200,000 each to OzHarvest and SecondBite | FareShare
$200,000 for Sikh community organisations
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$100,000 to Community Information & Support Victoria.
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Portfolio priorities for the year ahead

)
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Over the next 12 months we will: | H
\l

deliver a third round of the Community Food Security Program

support the state’s 6 regional foodshares and the Regional Food
Security Alliance with $6 million over 2 years

Partner Foodbank Victoria with more than $3.3 million invested
annually to support operations, in addition to the GROW Program

drive expansion of the Good Money Program including increasing
the number of community providers across the state and growing
its digital platform to deliver more no-interest loans to Victorians

support unpaid carers, including through the Victorian Carer
Strategy 2025-2035 and grants for First Nations carers

support volunteers, including through the Volunteer Strategy
2022-2027 and annual Victorian Volunteering Awards

continue supporting critical social infrastructure including funding
neighbourhood houses and men’s sheds.



Accessibility statement and publisher information

To receive this presentation in another format email DFFH PAEC <dffhpaec@dffh.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, May 2026.

Except where otherwise indicated, the images in this presentation show models and illustrative settings only, and do not
necessarily depict actual services, facilities or recipients of services. This presentation may contain images of deceased
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

In this presentation, ‘Aboriginal’ refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. ‘Indigenous’ or ‘Koori/Koorie’ is
retained when part of the title of a report, program or quotation.

Available at <https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/get-involved/inquiries/inquiry-into-the-2026-27-budget-
estimates/hearings>.
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