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Pu b lic  Accou n ts  a n d  Es t im a te s  Com m it te e

Loc a l
Gove rnm e n t

Th e  Hon . Pa u l Ha m e r MP
Min is t e r fo r Loca l Gove rn m e n t
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2Loc a l Gove rnm e n t  Se c t or

618 e le c te d  counc illors  re p re se n t  
com m unity in te re s t s  a nd  a re  re sp ons ib le  
for counc il d e c is ion -m a king  a nd  
d e te rm in ing  p riorit ie s

Counc ils  sup p ort  the ir com m unit ie s  b y 
p rovid ing  m ore  tha n  10 0  c rit ica l se rvice s  
a nd  e sse n t ia l in fra s t ruc tu re

Counc ils  p rovid e  c rit ica l p a rtne rsh ip s  with  
the  Sta te  Gove rnm e n t  so  Vic toria ns  ca n  
a cce ss  p ub lic  se rvice s  a nd  in fra s t ruc tu re  
tha t  m e e t  loca l com m unity ne e d s

The  Min is te r for Loca l Gove rnm e n t  ove rse e s  
the  loca l g ove rnm e n t  sys te m , e ng a g e s  with  
counc ils  a nd  se c tor on  is sue s , in te rve ne s  
whe n  ne ce ssa ry a nd  a d voca te s  for the  
se c tor with in  the  Sta te  Gove rnm e n t

The  Loca l Gove rnm e n t  Port fo lio  d e live rs  policy, legislation , a nd  programs  t o  sup p ort  a  re sp ons ive  
a nd  a ccoun ta b le  loca l g ove rnm e n t  se c tor.
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⇢ Gra n ts  to  c ounc ils  sup p ort  e ffort s  in  
p rovid ing  c rit ic a l c om m unity se rvic e s , 
m a in ta in ing  in fra s t ruc tu re , a nd  
p re se rving  th e  e nvironm e n t .

⇢ Sup p ort ing  lib ra rie s  a s  vib ra n t  
c om m unity h ub s . 

Loc a l Gove rnm e n t  Pr ior it ie s

Supporting councils Emergency management support Working with the sector to continue 
strengthening good governance

⇢ Counc ils  p rovid e  s ig n ific a n t  sup p ort  to  
th e ir c om m unit ie s  fo llowing  e m e rg e nc y 
e ve n ts .

⇢ Th e  Vic toria n  Gove rnm e n t  b a c ks  Counc ils  
to  sup p ort  th e ir c om m unit ie s  a fte r 
e m e rg e nc ie s :

⇢ $64 .95m  th roug h  Counc il Sup p ort  
Fund s  s inc e  20 20  to  sup p ort  c ounc ils  
re sp ond  to  na tu ra l d isa s te rs

⇢ $4 .9m  a nnua lly th roug h  th e  Munic ip a l 
Em e rg e nc y Re sourc ing  Prog ra m

⇢ Working  with  c ounc ils , p e a k b od ie s  a nd  
o th e r s ta ke h old e rs  to  im p rove  
g ove rna nc e , c ond uc t  a nd  p e rform a nc e

Government has invested more than $567 million since 2015 to support the delivery of library services
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4Ke y a c h ie ve m e n t s  for  20 25-26
Prog re ss  ha s  b e e n  m a d e  on  ke y g ove rnm e n t  p riorit ie s  in  the  loca l g ove rnm e n t  p ort fo lio

⇢ De live re d  Ha rd sh ip  Gu id e line s  to  b e t te r e na b le  c ounc ils  to  
sup p ort  th e ir c om m unity m e m b e rs  d u ring  a  c os t -of- living  c ris is .

⇢ Mc Cra e  Boa rd  of Inq u iry.

⇢ Im p roving  t ra nsp a re nc y a nd  c ons is te nc y th roug h  th e  loc a l 
g ove rnm e n t  Se rvic e  Ra te s  a nd  Ch a rg e s  Gu id e line s .

⇢ Sup p ort ing  c ounc ils  to  m e e t  s ta tu tory re p ort ing  a nd  p la nn ing  
re q u ire m e n ts .

⇢ $1.0 9  b illion  in  g ra n t  fund ing  p rovid e d  to  Counc ils , inc lud ing  
Com m onwe a lth  Fina nc ia l Ass is ta nc e  Gra n ts  a nd  Sta te  
Gove rnm e n t  p rog ra m s .

⇢ Pa rtne ring  with  p e a k b od ie s  a nd  c ounc ils  to  lift  g ove rna nc e  
s ta nd a rd s  a c ros s  th e  s e c tor.

⇢  Eng a g ing  with  in te g rity a g e nc ie s  to  sup p ort  g ood  g ove rna nc e  
a nd  ta king  a p p rop ria te  in te rve n t ion  a c t ions  : 

⇢ 5 c ounc ils  h a ve  m un ic ip a l m on itors  a p p oin te d
⇢ 1 c ounc il is  und e r a d m in is t ra t ion .

⇢ De live ring  a  Loc a l Gove rnm e n t  Ge nd e r Eq ua lity St ra te g y to  
p rom ote  g re a te r d ive rs ity in  th e  loc a l g ove rnm e n t  s e c tor:

⇢ Me ntoring  p rog ra m  for ne w wom e n  c ounc illors
⇢ Annua l Ma ry Rog e rs  Awa rd s .
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⇢ Cont inue d  d e live ry of Op e ra t ion  Sa nd on  
re c om m e nd a t ions , inc lud ing  th e  
Tra nsp a re nc y Polic y a nd  Mod e l 
Gove rna nc e  Ru le s  to  sup p ort  g ood  
g ove rna nc e  in  c ounc ils . 

⇢ Re fe rring  to  in te g rity a g e nc ie s  to  id e n t ify 
a nd  inve s t ig a te  is sue s  wh e re  re q u ire d .

Forwa rd  look  t o  t he  ne xt  12 m on t hs  
Loca l g ove rnm e n t  is  un iq ue ly p os it ione d  to  d rive  the  cha ng e  we  ne e d  to  b u ild  s t rong e r, m ore  re s ilie n t  com m un it ie s .

Creating more supportive 
governance structures

Financial sustainability and 
supporting critical infrastructure

Working with the sector to shape a 
more sustainable future

⇢ Cont inu ing  to  sup p ort  c ounc ils  to  d e live r 
lib ra ry se rvic e s  th roug h  th e Pub lic  
Lib ra rie s  Fund ing  Prog ra m , Pre m ie rs ' 
Re a d ing  Ch a lle ng e  Book Fund  a nd  th e  
Living  Lib ra rie s  In fra s t ruc tu re  Prog ra m .

⇢ Ad voc a t ing  s t rong ly to  th e  
Com m onwe a lth  re g a rd ing  Fina nc ia l 
Ass is ta nc e  Gra n ts .

⇢ Ta b ling  th e  g ove rnm e n t ’s  re sp onse  to  th e  
s ta tu tory re vie w of th e  loc a l g ove rnm e n t  
ra te  c a p  m e c h a n ism .

⇢ De ve lop ing  innova t ive  a p p roa c h e s  th a t  
sup p ort  sus ta ina b le  loc a l g ove rnm e n t , 
b u ild  workforc e  c a p a b ility a nd  c a p a c ity, 
a nd  s t re ng th e n  p a rtne rsh ip s .

⇢ Foc us ing  on  sup p ort ing  d ive rse  
re p re se n ta t ion  a c ros s  Vic toria ’s  c ounc ils .

⇢ Working  with  Tra d it iona l Owne rs  a nd  
c ounc ils  to  sup p ort  Re c og n it ion  a nd  
Se t t le m e n t  Ag re e m e n ts .

Gove rnm e n t  p rovid e d  fund ing  of $5.4 million in 2026 -27 to  m in im ise  in se cu re  work in  the  loca l 
g ove rnm e n t se c tor b y e s ta b lish ing  the  Local Government Fair Job Code .
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