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System overview
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Ea rly 
in t e rvent ion  
se rvices

De live re d  b y community  
service organisations

Sta tu tory Children’s Court  
Diversion Se rvice

You th  J u s t ice  group 
conferencing  –  
re s tora t ive  a p p roa ch . 

You th  J us t ic e  is  re sp ons ib le  for th e  statutory supervision  o f c h ild re n  a nd  young  p e op le  wh o c om e  in to  
c on ta c t  with  th e  c rim ina l ju s t ic e  sys te m . 

Ab orig ina l
Yout h  J ust ice

Com m unity b a sed  
Aboriginal  Youth Justice  
p rog ra m

Culturally responsive  
services for you n g  p e op le  
in  cus tod y

Im p lem enta t ion  of key 
Wirkara  Kulpa in it ia t ive s .

Yout h  J ust ice  
com m unit y 
se rvices

Over 200 sta ff d e live rin g  
court advice,  case 
management  a nd  
supervision

Overs ig h t  of the  Electronic 
Monitoring  a nd  Enhanced 
Bail Supervision and 
Support t ria l

Five Multi  Agency Panels 
and a High Risk Panel  for 
h ig h - risk you n g  p eop le .

Yout h  J ust ice  
cust od ia l 
se rvices

3  custodial precincts:  
Pa rkville , Ch e rry Creek 
a nd  Ma lm sb ury

Health  a nd  rehabilitation 
services  th roug h  p u b lic  or 
com m unity h e a lth  
p rovid e rs

Parkville  College  – 50  
we e ks  p e r yea r, s ix d a ys  
p e r week.

Statewide Rehabilitation Service

Evidence based programs t o  a d d re ss  offe n d in g



2026-27 Budget Overview

We are investing $229 million as part of Government’s Community Safety 
Package
• Additional capacity to deal with the increasing number of young people in 

custody and ensure safe and stable operation of custodial facilities
• Supporting attendance at the specialised  County Court youth list to 

fast - track serious matters and deliver serious consequences sooner

We are also investing $8.6 million to support a safe and effective Youth 
Justice system
• Evidence -based programs and early intervention
• Support for key justice agencies to implement the landmark Youth Justice 

Act 2024

An additional $5.5 million to begin implementing key recommendations of 
the South Sudanese Australian Youth Justice Expert Working Group
• In it ia t ive s  to  a d d re s s  the  ove r- re p re se n ta t ion  of Sou th  Sud a ne se  Aus t ra lia n  

you ng  p e op le  in  the  c rim ina l ju s t ic e  sys t e m
• Con t inua t ion  o f t a rg e te d  com m unity p rog ra m s

Th e  20 26-27 Vic toria n  Bud g e t  sup p ort s  You th  J us t ic e  to  c on t inue  to  d e live r a  
le a d ing  You th  J us t ic e  sys te m  th a t  foc use s  on  ke e p ing  th e  c om m unity sa fe .
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The 2026 -27 Bud g e t  inve s t s  
$229 million for the  
com m unity s a fe ty re form s , 
inc lud ing  investment into 
the Youth Justice portfolio 
tha t  will sup p ort  reduced 
offending b y ch ild re n  a nd  
young  p e op le  a nd  make 
Victorians safer. 

Community Safety Package 
– Youth Justice

Fund ing  fo r over 100 ne w 
fron t line  cus tod ia l s t a ff t o  
recommission 45 additional 
rooms a t  Ma lm sb u ry You th  
J u s t ic e  Pre c inc t
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Inve s t ing  in  expanded 
health care t o  sup p ort  
ch ild re n  a nd  young  p e op le  
with  com p le x ne e d s

Fund ing  fo r d e d ica t e d  
specialist Youth Justice 
staff  t o  sup p ort  Adult Time 
for Violent Crime  re form s



Supporting a safe and effective Youth 
Justice system 
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95% of young  p e op le on 
sup e rvise d com m unity-
b a se d ord e rs ha ve a  
ca se p la n com p le te d  
with in  6  we e ks .

90%  of com m unity-b a se d  
ord e rs a re com p le te d  
succe ss fu lly.

You th  J u s t ice  
a ch ie ve d  13 of 14 
Bud g e t  Pa p e r 
p e rform a nce  
m e a su re s  fo r 
20 24 -25.

95% of young p e op le on 
cus tod ia l ord e rs ha ve a ca se  
p la n com p le te d with in  6 
we e ks of the  com m e nce m e nt  
of the ord e r.

The a ve ra g e d a ily num b e r of 
young p e op le (und e r 14 
ye a rs ) in cus tod y is <5.

80% of young  p e op le in 
you th jus t ice  cus tod y 
p a rt ic ip a te d in com m unity
re -in te g ra t ion a c t ivit ie s .

The a ve ra g e d a ily num b e r of 
Ab orig ina l ch ild re n a nd  
young p e op le (und e r 18 
ye a rs ) in cus tod y is 13.

2025-26 expected outcomes



Youth Justice Act 2024

The 2026-27 Victorian Budget  provides further  funding to 
implement the  landmark Youth  Justice  Act.

Once  fully implemented,  the Act will:
The Youth Justice Act commences in 
full on 30 September 2026. 

Key reforms include: 

• A p re -cha rg e  d ive rs ion  fra m e work

• More  g ra d ua te d  se n te nc ing  h ie ra rchy

• Re sp onse s  to  a d d re s s  s e rious  offe nd ing

• long e r p e riod s  of com m unity sup e rvis ion  
for ch ild re n  a g e d  15+

• Sup p ort s  for Ab orig ina l ch ild re n  a nd  young  
p e op le  in  you th  ju s t ice , a nd  a d d re s s  
ove rre p re se n ta t ion  

• Ne w Youth  J us t ice  Vic t im s  Re g is te r.

Divert children and young people from  the  
ju s t ice  sys te m  (whe re  a p p rop ria te )

More  e ffe c t ive ly hold young people who 
offend to account

Keep the community safe.

Som e  re form s  ha ve  a lre a d y com m e nce d , inc lud ing :

• Ea rlie r a cce s s  to  rehabilitation programs for young 
people on remand 

• Ra is ing  the  minimum age of criminal responsibility to  12

• Adult Time for Violent Crime re form s . 
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Thank you.
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