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Water for Victoria

Key actions
• Tackling climate change
• Improving the health of our waterways and catchments
• Maximising the value of agricultural production 
• Water for liveable and resilient cities and towns
• Recognising recreational values of water
• Water for Aboriginal values and economic development
• Strong water entitlements and planning
• Making the best use of the water grid and markets
• An innovative water sector for a growing economy
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2017-18 Budget highlights

$116 million 
invested to support 
water security for all 
Victorians, jobs and 

a healthier 
environment -

highlights include:

$60.6 million to contribute to 
sustainable water planning, 
providing water security and 
creating confidence in water 
entitlements for farmers and 

other users

$7 million will drought-proof 
the Royal Botanic Gardens in 

both Melbourne and 
Cranbourne

$13.8 million will also help 
develop more efficient uses 

of the water grid

$12.4 million will promote 
sustainable water use, 

water savings, and green 
spaces in the face of climate 

change and population 
growth

Builds on the $468 million investment in the 2016-17 Budget – brings 
the Labor Government’s total investment so far to deliver Water for 

Victoria to $584 million
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Environmental Contributions

• Restored good governance and responsible management to the water sector

• The 2017-18 State Budget allocates an additional $114 million of EC expenditure to new 
projects

• EC4 was established in 2016-17 with revenue of $537 million over four years to be invested

• $509 million has now been allocated with $29 million remaining to be allocated in future 
budgets
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Delivering for our waterways and catchments  

$222 million investment in waterway and catchment health:
• $90 million investment in regional waterway strategies 

including large scale projects in 36 priority rivers 
• $30 million for the Regional Riparian Action Plan
• $10 million for Gippsland Lakes
• $70 million for environmental water delivery
• $22 million for integrated catchment management
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Eastbank Lake, Shepparton
Revitalisation of Eastbank Lake using IWM 
principles to improve the health of the Goulburn 
River and make a community focused 
area.($110,000 (total $160,000) for functional 
design, 15/16, request for detailed design 
contribution pending). 

Ballarat IWM City Plan
Ballarat Water Future and a stormwater 
taskforce; which included development of 
green-blue infrastructure planning 
guidelines. ($480,000 - 2015 ($630,000 
total))

Drought Proofing Bendigo Botanic Gardens
On-ground works at the Bendigo Botanic Gardens and 
Rosalind Park. Includes stormwater harvesting, storage and 
reuse for irrigation. ($1.1 million)

Upper Stony Creek
Transform a concrete drain in 
Sunshine North into a revegetated 
naturalised creek with community 
recreational space ($2 million (out of 
~$13 million- 14/15)

Lal Lal mini hydro
Hydroelectric generation from water 
storage releases reducing energy 
costs and carbon footprint. 
($500,000 ($846,000 total) – 2016)

Johnston Park, Geelong
DELWP has put $1.6 million towards a 
rain garden with universal access as 
part of the Geelong CBD revitalisation.
($1.6 million – 2017 (total $1.85 million)) 

Drought-proof the Royal Botanic Gardens 
For Melbourne and Cranbourne gardens
($7 million- EC4.2 announcement) 

Western Irrigation Network Feasibility Study
Supporting existing peri-urban agriculture with alternate water
(total budget - $860,000 Western Water, Moorabool and Melton 
local governments and federal government. DELWP $20,000 
2017)

Integrated water management projects
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Victoria’s water grid: capital investment underway

Sunraysia Modernisation Project South West Loddon Rural Water Supply 
Project

WID and BMID Modernisation Project

Lance Creek Water Connection

.

GMW Connections Project

MID Phase 1A and 1B
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Feasibility studies underway 

Sunraysia Modernisation Project 
Phase 2

Mitiamo Domestic & Stock Pipeline

Moonambel Water Supply 
Project

East Grampians West Wimmera Coldstream Recycled-Water Pipeline 

Dilwyn Aquifer Ownership Models

Lindenow Valley Water Supply Project 

Regional Water Plan for South East 
Melbourne 

Agriculture and Job Growth to the West of 
Melbourne MID 2030 Phase 2

Southern Victorian Irrigation 
Development

Yanakie Secure Water Supply
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Desalination Project

• Water storages
• 63.1% 

• 2016-17 water order 
• 50 GL

• 2017-18 water order
• 15 GL
• No additional cost to water customers
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Desalination and  Melbourne’s water storages

• Desalination water deliveries 
increased Melbourne’s storage 
levels by 1.8% of their total 
capacity 

• The additional water has 
slowed the rate of storage 
decline.

• Storages are nearly 6.0% 
lower than at the same time in 
2015, or more than 100 GL


