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Victoria’s crown land hosts around
100,000 native species, many of which
are threatened with extinction.

DELWP’s ‘advisory list’ identifies close
to 1,000 endangered, vulnerable or
rare native plants.















Relative numbers of native species in Victoria

Size approximates relative number of species. Total number of species possibly around 100,000.

X
___F %
Vertebrates Vascular plants _\/"' Invertebrates
c. 670 sp. c.4,300 sp. €.50-80,000 sp.
(mammals, birds, (trees, shrubs, (Insects, spiders,
reptiles etc.) grasses etc.) worms etc.)
Non-vascular plants Fungi
€. 2,500 sp. ¢. 15-30,000 sp.
(mosses, liverworts, (macrofungi, microfungi,
algae etc.) lichens etc.)



Victoria’s native species and ecosystems are given
legal protection:

Globally under the International Convention on
Biodiversity

Nationally under the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act

Statewide under the National Parks Act, the
Catchment and Land Protection (CALP) Act and
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee (FFG) Act,
among others.



According to Article 8 of the International Convention on Biological

Diversity which Australia has ratified, signatories must, among other

things:

e FEstablish a system of protected areas or areas where
special measures need to be taken to conserve biological
diversity;

e Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosystems and
promote the recovery of threatened species, inter alia,
through the development and implementation of plans
or other management strategies;

e Prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those
alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or
species; etc.
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TOR 1. Assessment of the biodiversity outcomes,
community safety and limitations of the trial conducted by
Parks Victoria on control of deer populations in a national
park.

e Trials have been ‘experimental’ (eg the Bogong

High Plains program, which removed c. 42 deer)

e They have been restricted to accredited
volunteers (eg programs at Yellingbo,
Dandenong Ranges National Park, Warramate
Hills Nature Conservation Reserve and Wilsons
Promontory National Park)

e Each trial only removed quite small numbers of
deer.
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These programs were strategic and carefully
managed by Parks Victoria, however:

e the budget was inadequate

e no clear commitment for follow-up action
(critical in any pest animal eradication process).

e dependence on accredited volunteers means:

— efforts are largely limited to areas close to
Melbourne and/or close to roads and tracks.

— limited to periods of time when suitable accredited
volunteers are available.

— Volunteers limited in the means they can use
(no silencers, no capacity for aerial attack etc).
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TOR 2. Consideration of the application of these types of
programs for other invasive animal species in partnership
with Crown land managers.

Goat eradication programs by Parks Victoria (eg in
Warby-Ovens National Park, Snowy River National
Park and Murray Sunset National Park) have all
relied on the involvement of professional shooters,
as well as accredited amateurs.



TOR 2. Consideration of the application of these types of
programs for other invasive animal species in partnership
with Crown land managers.

Feral horses in the high country will also require a
strategic mix of programs.

Again, the most effective and humane strategy in
more remote areas will involve the employment of
professional shooters.

A coordinated cross-border program with NSW will
be essential.
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1/ The Victorian experience of an exploding deer
population despite a very large amateur deer
harvest should be enough evidence that simply
expanding hunting opportunities isn’t the answer.



TOR 3. Assessment of the relative costs and benefits,
financial or otherwise, of other forms of pest control in
national parks.

Expansion of amateur hunting?

2/ Amateur shooters concentrate their attention
on relatively accessible areas, allowing healthy and
large breeding populations in remoter areas.



TOR 3. Assessment of the relative costs and benefits,
financial or otherwise, of other forms of pest control in
national parks.

Expansion of amateur hunting?

3/ Amateurs often target ‘trophy’ stags, but a new
buck quickly takes its place, leaving females to
continue breeding.



TOR 3. Assessment of the relative costs and benefits,
financial or otherwise, of other forms of pest control in
national parks.

Expansion of amateur hunting?

4/ There is no strategic culling in areas where the
most vulnerable ecosystems are being damaged.



TOR 3. Assessment of the relative costs and benéefits,
financial or otherwise, of other forms of pest control in
national parks.

Expansion of amateur hunting?

5/ There are significant safety issues already, and
any expansion of amateur hunting into additional
park areas, without the means to control
inexperienced and/or ‘rogue’ hunters, could be
very dangerous.



TOR 3. Assessment of the relative costs and benéefits,

financial or otherwise, of other forms of pest control in
national parks.

The most cost-effective pest control strategy is
early intervention.

Failing that, the most cost-effective technique is an
initial target that brings the pest population down

to a level that is relatively easily manageable in the
long-term.
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Chum Creek — Dandenong Ranges
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Deer management by Melbourne Water:

Cardinia Reservoir



Deer management by Melbourne Water:

Cardinia Reservoir

e Original estimate of deer in the area is
around 600.

e Cull designed to remove 200 deer over a
12 month period.



Deer management by Melbourne Water:

Cardinia Reservoir

e First stage of the cull (Oct 2016) ran for 3 days
in which they culled 91 Sambar deer
— contracted professional marksmen

— a ‘Populous Place’ under definitions of the
Firearms Act

— visual ID done by thermal imaging and night
scopes

— humane kills with head shots using silencers
— carcasses removed the same day.



Monbulk Creek, Dandenong Ranges












