
Inquiry into the impact 
of road safety 
behaviours on 

vulnerable road users
BikeWest Presentation

Dr John Symons

Elena Pereyra

1



The most important infrastructure interventions and treatments 
for cyclists that the Victorian Government should invest in.
► 20% of road budget UN Global Outlook on Walking and Cycling

► Protected cycle ways on key routes 

► Protected intersections are key
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The most important infrastructure interventions and treatments 
for cyclists that the Victorian Government should invest in

► Bicycle Streets as per VicRoads on feeder streets or Actives Streets WA
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How the Victorian Government can encourage 
more people to use active transport.

► Address the key barriers: 
Safety and networking but 
treat it as a serious form of 
transport and follow the 9 
key principles outlined by 
the UK DoT

► Economic incentives
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How the Victorian Government can improve pedestrian and cycling 
connections to public transport stops and interchanges.

► Provide good parking facilities, make it safe, make it well lit, make it 
attractive and the easiest option. 

► Reallocate space to active transport

► Focus on short trips that can easily be replaced by bike

► 50% of all trips under 4.2km

► 25% of all trips under 1.6kkm

► Infrastructure for All Ages and Abilities (AAA) to Shops, Stations, Schools and 
Social (sports, community and artistic) (SSSS)

► AAA to SSSS
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How minimum passing distance laws have affected driver 
behaviour and how the laws could be better enforced
► Minimum passing distance laws are 

unenforceable and a waste of time. Eg 
Road CC , near miss of the day, 286 video 
evidence, no prosecutions.

► https://road.cc/content/news/police-
force-review-close-pass-procedure-301715
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Why road authorities should focus more on infrastructure than road user 
behaviour (as suggested in your submissions).

► Infrastructure determines behaviour

► All roads in Australian currently designed to 
maximise speed and volume of motorised traffic 
from quiet suburban streets to highways to 
freeway, leading to preponderance of Stroads

► Completely inappropriate. Does not consider 
movement and place framework

► People drive to conditions especially visual 
cues. 
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Why road authorities should focus more on infrastructure than road 
user behaviour (as suggested in your submissions).

► Arden St 40kmh
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Why road authorities should focus more on infrastructure than road user 
behaviour (as suggested in your submissions).

► Anderson St Yarraville 40kmh
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How to increase public acceptance of lower speed limits.

► Design for lower speeds and you won’t need to enforce them
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How to increase public acceptance of lower speed limits.

► We can’t just make driving tedious we have to make the other options 
desirable, reliable, and preferable 
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How the Victorian Government can discourage large SUV sales.

► Only way is through increasing their price or taxation. Governments will never 
do this. However, the safety outcome of SUVs and 4WD utes are terrible see 
Not Just Bikes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jN7mSXMruEo 
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