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Activity 1: Reviewing submissions 
Practical exercise 
Background 

Attached is an example submission made to the Victorian Parliament’s Legislative Assembly 
Economy and Infrastructure Committee’s Inquiry into sustainable employment for 
disadvantaged jobseekers. 

Please note, this submission has been chosen on the basis that it is a strong submission, but 
there is still potential to make it stronger. 

Task 

Please review the example submission. 

In breakout groups, you have seven minutes to discuss: 

• the strengths and weaknesses of the submission. 

• what makes the submission engaging or what makes it hard to read? 

Each breakout group should nominate a spokesperson to report back the main group on 
your discussion. 
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Activity 2: Writing recommendations 
Practical exercise 
Background 

The Victorian Parliament’s Legislative Assembly Economy and Infrastructure Committee is 
undertaking an Inquiry into sustainable employment for disadvantaged jobseekers. 

Your organisation is concerned that some jobseekers have difficulty accessing jobs due to lack 
of transport. Stakeholders have told you: 

• Many jobs require a driving license and/or vehicle, require shift work, or are not located 
near public transport. 

• Research shows that jobseekers facing disadvantage are less likely to own a vehicle or 
have a valid driver licence. 

• Some jobseekers, especially young people, cannot afford driving lessons and do not 
have family or friends to teach them to drive. 

• There are some successful programs that help people facing disadvantage to obtain a 
licence. 

o The Transport Accident Commission funds the L2P Learner Driver Mentor 
Program, which assists learners aged 16 to 21 who do not have access to a 
supervising driver or vehicle to undertake the 120 hours of supervised practice 
required to apply for a probationary licenced. The program is successful but 
has long waiting lists and cannot meet demand. Also, jobseekers over the age 
of 21 do not have access to the program. 

• Many jobseekers facing disadvantage live in areas with poor public transport services. 

• Most public transport in Melbourne is designed to move workers in and out of the city 
during business hours. There are fewer services in the suburbs that link people with 
industrial or commercial zones especially at nights and on weekends. 

• Public transport in regional Victoria is very limited. 

Task 

Based on the information provided write a recommendation to include in your submission to 
the Committee. You have ten minutes. 

You may wish to use this formula: 

• That the [Minister for X, Victorian Government, Department of Y] 

• Verb/action [consider, review, implement, legislate, ensure, publish etc] 

• Outcome [to ensure, achieve, enable etc] 

Example: That the Department of Health and Human Services comprehensively review its 
housing related websites, in consultation with users, to improve transparency, accessibility 
and customer service outcomes. 

Select a spokesperson from your group to share your draft recommendation with the wider 
group. You will also be asked to share: 

• the process you took to draft the recommendation 

• what you found difficult about drafting the recommendation. 


	Activity 1: Reviewing submissions Practical exercise
	Activity 2: Writing recommendations Practical exercise

