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26" August, 2015

Lilian Topic
Secretary
legal & Social Issues Committee Parliament House

Spring Street, Melbourne VIC 3002

Dear Ms Topic,

Re: Submission — inquiry info End of Life Choices

am a retired Magistrate, Coroner and Legal Practitioner and strongly support the goal of Dying with
Dignity NSW to bring about State and/or Federal legisiation that entitles a mentally competent adult
experiencing unrelievable suffering from a terminal or incurable iliness {o receive medical assistance
to end their lives if that is what he or she wants.

Terminally or incurably ill individuals should be able to access medical assistance to help them die at
a time of their choosing. Dying with dignity and due care is not about euthanasia but some people
get confused and agitate wildly without knowing the difference. There is a distinction between
euthanasia and medically assisted dying. The intention to murder is not present in legally allowing
doctors to assist mentally competent consenting adults who are enduring intolerable suffering from
a severe and incurable medical condition to die comfortably, in a dignified and loving palliative care
way.

Either this year or last year, in a historic 9-0 ruding, the Canadian Supreme Court (Canada’s highest
court) struck down the legisiative law against medically assisted dying, and ordered the Canadian
Parliament to draft and pass into law new legislation within one year allowing medically assisted
dying, otherwise the Supreme Court deciaration or ruling on the law will stand as the law of Canada.

The Australian Parliament and/or State parliaments needs to draft similar new legislation and pass it
into law. The powerfui opponents such as the Australian Christian Lobby and the Australian Medical
Association can then test the legislative law in the High Court of Australia, just like it was tested in
the Canadian Supreme Court { a court of similar hierarchy and precedence). The law is a noble
premise and it must be ultimately supreme and declared or stated with right reason and in
accordance with the principles of democracy and fundamental justice.

There is somewhere between 72% and 80% public support in Australia for medically assisted dying
and | am aware of a private member’s bill titled “Medical Services {Dying with Dignity) Bill 2012”
which | believe could once again, come before the Senate shortly. Its pre-conditions to providing
dying with dignity medical services are similar to the disallowed Northern Territory Act (1997) and
Tasmanian Act (2013).
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Please find enclosed copies of my newspaper printed letters and published opinion piece for your
careful consideration. 1do not propose euthanasia’s slippery slope: Australia must not go down the
road of the Netherlands or Belgium. Any State and/or federal legislation must contain carefully
drafted legal pre-conditions to providing dying with dignity medical services.
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RUNNING LIST OF PRINTED LETTERS AND
OPINION PIECES PUBLISHED........ccco.......

“Dying with dignity and care” Port Macquarie News

March 23, 2015
“Palliative care and medically assisted dying” Port Macguarie News

April 6, 2015
“Palliative care is not euthanasia”

Port Macquarie News

April 15, 2015
“The real issues deserve a forum”

Port Macquarie News

May 29, 2015
“Better approach to end of life”

Port Macqguarie News June 3, 2015

“Time to act on medicaily assisted dying” Opinion piece published by Newcastle Herald June, 20
2015,

Author, Brian Winship of Port Macquarie
Co-ardinator of media and political lobbying,

DWD New South Wales, Port Macquarie Group

As at 11" Aygust 2015
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happen again. No matter how

risks.

P&Hiaﬁve care
_7 and me dically
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“WHAT are the definitions?
“Palliative Care is defined by
:the WHO as “an app?oucn
that improves the quality of
life of patients and their fami-
lieg facing the problem asso-
Ciated with life-threatening
illness, through the preven-
tion and relief of suffering by
means of early identification
and impeccable assessment
and treatment of pain and
other problems, physical,
psychological and spiritual”,
whereas Medically Assisted
Dying is the right of mentally
competent consenting adults
to seek medical assistance to
end their lives if they are
enduring intolerable suffer-
ing from a severe and incur-
able medical condition.

. The former is allowed in
Australia by law and the latter
was allowed in Canada
recently, by a historic 9-0 rul-
ing of the Canadian Supreme
Court (Canada’s highest
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court).
What is the difference? The
former  pailiative care

process rmust occur slowly by
accumulation of drug effects
allowing death when it
comes io be dignified and
loving; whereas the latter isto
actively and deliberately end
a life quickly with dignity,
love and medical assistance.

Which is preferable? There
is currently, ne freedom of
choice in Australia.

Pailiative Care is legal but
Medically Assisted Dying is
notiegal,

The conversationiscurrent
but conservative and con-
fused,

1t was a similar conversa-
tion in Canada but recently,
the law was settled by the
Canadian Supreme Court to
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reflect the right to life, liberty
and security of the nersen in
accordance with the principles
of fundamental justice to be
expected in a free democratic
society like Canada.

Who are the opponents? In
Australia, the powerful oppo-
nents of Medically Assisted
Dying are the churches and the
AMA. Ttwas the same inCanada
but in August 2014, the
Canadian Medical Association
altered its long established
opposition to physician assist-
ed dying.

Its new policy allows physi-
cians, within the bounds of
laws, “...to follow their con-
science when decidingwhether
to provide medical aid in
dying”,

How can the law be changed?
Federal politicians in Australia
shouldlegisiate immediately, to
allow medically assisted dying
to belegal from the end of 2615,

The powerful opponents of
Medically Assisted Dying could
then test the law in the High
Court of Australia,

The rule of law is supreme
when in accordance with the
principles of fundamentsl fus-
tice and will have to be respect-
ed by all advocates of the
change in a free democratic
society like Australia.
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I do plead with Federal politi-
cians of sutbsiance to listen and
learn: there is scmewhere
between 72 per cent and 80 per
cent public support in Australia
for medically assisted dying.

Canada, along with several
European countries and at least
fifteent states of the USA have
introduced dying with dignity
laws or have pledged to do so by
theend of 2015.

lsn'tit time Australia caught u
with the rest of the world and the
winds of change, or are ow
Federal politicians fco bloodsy
minded and unduly influencec
by religious conservaiives?

Brian Winship, Port Macquarie
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Turn to pages 72 and 73 for more on

the Pirates/Vikings maich.

Therealissues
deserve aforum

WHAT is more important: the
right to same-sexmarriage orthe
right to die with dignity?

A lot of our Federal politicians
are now thinking carefully, about
aconscience vote in support of
same-sex marriage but not intel-
ligently, about a conscience vote
on the right to die with dignity.

The Australian Christian
Lobby is opposed to same-sex
marriage and the right to die
with dignity and the Australian
Medical Association is singly
opposed to the right to die with
dignity.

What adilemma for our elect-
ed and representative Federal
politicians because Ireland
recently, overwhelmingly voted
in a referendum of the people to

allow same-sex marriage, join-

ing other countries like Canada,
New Zealand and thirty six states
ofthe USA.

Canada, along with several
European countries and atleast
fiffeen states of the USA have
introduced dying with digniry
laws or have pledged to do so by
the end 0f 2015,

Clearly, the

majority  of

Australians are in support of the
right to same-sex marriage and
therightto die with dignity: there
is somewhere between 72 per
centand 80 per cent public sup-
port in Australia for medically
assisted dying and most proba-
bly, equal or a higher percentage
of public support for same-sex
marriage.

They are both important
human rightsbutIdo think med-
ically-assisted dying is deserving
of a much higher priority of con-

sideration in the minds of our-

Federal politicians, in good con-
science.

On the legislative front it will
now be a race between Liberal
Democrat  Senator  David
Levonhjeim to introduce his
same-sex marriage bill and
Greens Senator Richard de Natali
to introduce his dying with dig-
nity bill.

Greens senator Richard de
Natali is in front at this stage
because his Medical Services
{Dying with Dignity) Bill is
already in draft form and will be
re-introduced this year, perhaps
very soon in the Senate, wheras
Liberzl Democrat Senator David
Leyonhjehn has said that he will
not infroduce his same-sex mar-
riage bill until it was clear a

majority of Liberal MPs would
support it with a conscience
vote, Neither the'Liberal Partv or
the Labor Party could ever allow
a majority party vote on either
bill but individual members
would show respect for the good
conscience of other members,
Butwait, there is a lateentrantin
this political race: none other
than the Leader of the Labor
Party Bill Shorten.

He is to move a private mem-
bers bill in the House of
Representatives next Monday 1
June 2015. Is this a gross act of
grandstanding or a genuine act
of political leadership?

Politics is a dirty, serious and
funny business but am | getting
too cynical in my old age af 73
years?

Brian Winship
‘Port Macquarie

True Christians

embracelove

I ESPOUSE the Christian doc-
irine and firmly believe that a
true Christian should have no
gualms whatsoever iin support-
ing marriage squality.

Jesus was our greatest champi-
on against social injustice and a
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