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Already in Australia the number of full-time palliative care specialists is below levels needed for reasonable 
provision of service as recommended by the ANZ Society of Palliative Medicine. 
I think most Australians don’t know what euthanasia is -- they think euthanasia means letting people die. 
They don’t note the distinction between allowing to die and willing death to occur. 
Although I was not brought up as a Catholic, I have come to understand that the basics of the euthanasia 
issue are best summed up in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“An act or omission which, of itself or by intention, causes death in order to eliminate suffering constitutes a 
murder gravely contrary to the dignity of the human person and to the respect due to the living God, his 
Creator . . . . 
“Discontinuing medical procedures that are burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary, or disproportionate to 
the expected outcome can be legitimate; it is the refusal is merely accepted . . . . 
“The use of painkillers to alleviate the sufferings of the dying, even at the risk of shortening their days, can 
be morally in conformity with human dignity if death is not willed as either of "over-zealous" treatment. 
Here one does not will to cause death; one's inability to impede it an end or a means, but only foreseen and 
tolerated . . . .” 
 
In conclusion I sum up by saying that euthanasia and assisted suicide should not be legal.  
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