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end his or her own life, the physician acts unethically. However the right to decline medical treatment is a 
basic right of the patient and the physician does not act unethically even if respecting such a wish results in 
the death of the patient. 
BE IT RESOLVED that: 
The World Medical Association reaffirms its strong belief that euthanasia is in conflict with basic ethical 
principles of medical practice, and 
The World Medical Association strongly encourages all National Medical Associations and physicians to 
refrain from participating in euthanasia, even if national law allows it or decriminalizes it under certain 
conditions.” 
 
In a Victorian [environment], proposals for an "Advanced Care Directive" would most appropriately feature 
a structure of description of plans, preferences or wishes, rather than a structure of formalising firm 
directions. A Planning and Preferences structure would increase the patient's, or deponent's, freedom of 
choices which is appropriate given the uncertain course of health issues and their therapies' efficacies. 
 
The availability of assisted dying, by whatever name, would ratchet up the pressure on the State to reduce 
the provision of palliative care, which latter categorically excludes assisted dying etc.  
 
In the context of this inquiry, any availability of legal killing would bring about dangers and irreparable 
harm, despair and desolation to vulnerable citizens and their families which would be far in excess of the 
real and apparent levels of suffering which are best addressed by reasonable social justice through well-
established palliative care. 
 
Gerard Flood. 
Victoria.  
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