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Suminary of Allegauons by Ian O Meara Against Cottage Parents M, and st
ﬁt St Augustines Boys Home, Geelong between 1972 and 1977.

Tan O'Meara was born on -1 961. He is the youngest of nine children, being
seven years younger than the eighth child. He has four brothers, four sisters and a step
sister.” ' .

‘When Ian was about four and a half years of age his mother abandoned the family

for another man, [ Ml Tan's father had been sick for sometime and when his
wife left his health deteriorated and he suffered a nervons breakdown, He was unable to
cate for lan’s next two older sisters and they were taken to St Aidens, Bendigo. Tan -
remained with his father and was from time to time looked after by family members. lan
was phys;cally mistreated by an aunty and by his much older brother in law. As the
result of the mistreatment by his drunken brother-in-law Tan was hospitalized on two
occasions, The second occasion was during the Christmas holidays of 1972. It was this
incident that caused church authonues to stop Jan ﬁom having further hohdayq with his
sister, .

In 1969 Tan’s father voluntarily placed Jan in St Aidens, Bendigo. Ian’s father
didn’t want lan living with his mother. Tan spent Christmas 1971 with his mother at
Oakleigh, Victotia and she enrolied him in the local primary school for grade five. When
Tan’s father, who was very sick in the Port Fairy Hospital, learned of this he arranged for
Ian to go to St Augustines Boys Home, Geelong. lan was admitted to St Augustines
Boys Home in February 1972 and was subsequently made a ward of the state.

lan was housed in 4 Dormitory at St Augustines until late 1972 when he was
- transferred o a cottaie_ within the grounds of St Augustines, The cottage parents were

Mr. and Mrs. who had two children. There were nine boys from St
Augustines, including Tan, in the cottage. Although not demanded by the |||
number of the cottage boys called them mum and dad. Ian did not like this because they
~ were not his parents. Once Ian was pladed in the cottage he had little contact with his
mother. He blames Mrs f01 this sﬁuaﬁon

~ After a few days at the cottage Tan observed that Mrs, was short
tempeled and back-handed boys for minor things. Over time M;s was seen
to be excessively heavy handed in her treatment of the boys.” Tan alleges that he was
beaten on a nurhbet of occasions by Mrs. vith an implement hie described as a”
horse whip which was kept in the pantry. When a boy did something that upset Mrs. -
dhe would throw a tantrum and flog a boy with the whip wherever she could
Jand the blow, lan was dealt with in this manner on -one occasion for smokmg He
alleged that boys were whipped for genetal m1sbehav10u1 and on occasions, for
unexplained reasons. :
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Itis alleged that Mr. - also used the whip on boys, including Ian, but he
was more controlled and landed heavy sirikes between the buttocks and ankles. On some
occasions when Ian was stnick with the whip, welt marks were left on him.

Ian related au incident where he claimed that on the particular morning he was at
the breakfast 1able, feeling sick and was quiet. Mrs, ﬁ accused him of sutking.

Tan left the room and was walking to his room when he was kicked up the backside by

Mr. with such force that he was lifted off the floor. As a result lan spent the
day off school, in bed.

Ian felt that the discipline enforced by Mrs. - was unreasonable, and
detailed an incident where he was prevented from going to an organised day at the
Torquay Life Saving Club simply because he presumed that he would be atiending
without first asking for permission,

Ian ran away from the cotiage on three occasions. One occasion was at the end of
the Christmas holidays at the start of 1975, Tan returned after a short time, and a couple
of days later went to see Brother Carey about his treatment at the cottage. Mrs,
McNamara was contacted and came to get him and they returned to the cottage where he
saw a ropable Mr. McNamara, who struck Ian a solid, blow to the back of the head
knocking him across a bed. Ian momentarily lost consciousness but did not receive
medical treatment. When asked why he ran away from the cottage Tan explained, “I ran
away because of Dorothy McNamara. I wanted out from under her and her husband.”
Tan said of his time st the cottage, “I reckon that would be about the elosest thing to going
to gaol.” ' : 4

Mr. - died on @EN1975. Tan altended his father’s funeral at Port Fairy and
wag accompanied by Mrs. and Brothe‘r- Tan alleges that he wanted to
speak to his mother at the church door on his arrival but was prevented from doing so by

Mes| I 1o pushed him past his mother into the church, Tan was taken back to

St Augustines as soon as the funeral was completed at the cemetery. Jan’s version is in
contrast {o records which state, “Jan met his mother at the funetal but appears quile
hostile towards her and rejecting of her.”

On the third occasion when Ian ran away {rom the cottage he was brought back

by the police. He told Brother Gerald Mifchell about his mistreatment by the
Arrangements were made for Tan to leave the cottagé and he was returned

to St Augustines Boys Home where he was houscd lan was formally discharged from St

© Augustines on 3075/1978 but had nowhere to go. He was supported by Brother Hewitt

and allowed to stay at St Augustines for some time. Jan explained, “This wasn’t St~

 Augustines Boys Home. It was my home. I didn’t know any different.”

lan has not had any contact with any of the boys from the cottage or St
Augustines since he left there in 1978 and no knowledge of where any of them are now.
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Tan does not know ||| GG o had left St Augustines and the
cottage before lan arrived there, lan claims that the description given by of boys
being whipped with an electric cord by the cotfage parents, Mr, and Mrs is
the same as the treatment Tan and others received, except that in place of the electric cord
an implement described by Ian as a horse whip was used.

An enquiry by assessors has ascerfained that another inmate of the (,ottagc alleges
that he too was excessively punished by the with a horse whip. There is no
suggestion. that Tan has-conspired wit of this othér-ex-cottage resident to describe
how boys were mistreated by the cottage parents. '

The [ 12ve siated that they didn't have any horses and did not have a
horse whip. While the nse of a horse whip, or similar, wag denied, Mr_ said,
“All the kids knew that if they wanted a kick up the bum, then I’d give them one if they
deserved it.” ' '

The letter written fo the Senate Community Affairs Reference Committee by
, together with the allegations of the ex-cottage inmate and the
atimission by Mr, hat he would kick a boy up the backside, supports Ian’s
allegations that he was mistreated on occasions, while a resident in the cottage at St

Augustines Boys Home.
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Conclusions . Lo

The assessors have reached the following conclusions:

(a)  That Jan was born onl- 1961 -
(b)  Thatlan was @0 St. Augustines Boys Home, Geelong in February 1972
. : B e |
() That in late 1972 Ian was transferred to a cottage within the grounds of St.
- Augustines, under the care of cottage parents, Mr. and Mrs|jj|
(d) That Tan’s allegation that he was beaten by Mr. and Mrs. - with an -
' implement described as a horse whip, although denicd by them, is supported by
and a former resident of the cottage, who both revealed that the
has a propensity to behave in the manner alleged
(e)  That lan’s allegation that he was kicked up the backside by Mr. || is
supported by M. || 2dmission that he would give a boy a kick up the
‘bum’ if the boy deserved it
6y That lan’s allegation that Mrs. - was responsible for Tan’s lack of
contact with his mother is supported by records, although it was also the wish of
fan’s fathér that he not stay with his mother at any time
(g)  That after considering al] the available information, assessors are of the opinion
that Tan was on occasions, physically mistreated by Mr. and Mus. ||| <
his allegations are substantiated,
Recommendation
Assessars recommend that this matter proceed to facilitation.
~_~~John Brennan
- {assessor}
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