
INQUIRY INTO THE HANDLING OF CHILD ABUSE BY RELIGIOUS AND OT HER ORGANISATIONS 

Morning Star Boys Home 

In 1967, when I was 15 years old, I was charged and sentenced for 12 months for illegal use of a 

motor vehicle. I was sent to Turana Boy's Home (aka Turana Youth Training Centre) Parkville, where I 

stayed for approximately 6 weeks before receiving an offer to move to Morning Star Boy's Home run 

by the Catholic Franciscan Fathers. At the time, the main appeal in moving was the offer of 

swimming every day, so I thought why not. 

When I arrived at Morning Star Boy's Home, I was given what can only be described as rags as 

clothing and one set of good clothes to be worn to Sunday mass each week. I remember that first 

day well. We were given our lunch, and it was nothing flash but it wasn't too bad nonetheless and 1 
remember the priests sitting along the back wall in a line at one table looking down over the kids. 

Shortly after lunch we were mingling around the yard, when we were told it was time to get to work. 

I recall the grounds of the Morning Star Boy's Home being huge and we were handed a garden fork 

and put to work, turning the soil. The reality was that we were human cultivators. I recall Brother 

explaining to me what I had to do and his strict instructions to not use our feet, not to bend 

our backs or straighten our legs when digging. So I went about turning the soil and when I completed 

what was asked of me, faster than the other boys, I said, 'Brother I'm finished, what would you like 

me to do now?' Well he came up and punched me straight in the mouth. That was my first inkling I 

had that times were going to be tough at Morning Star Boy's Home. 

On that first day, I recall digging for five hours straight. If the priest thought you were going too slow, 

they would sneak up behind you and punch you in the kidneys. From there is just got worst. The 

punching, the kicking, the beatings by the priests and other boys. The priests had their favoured 

boys who would beat up the other boys during sports and games. About two weeks into my stay at 

Morning Star Boy's Home, two of the boys and I tried to escape, but word must have got around and 

everyone was onto us. We kicked off our gumboots and took off over a fence, but we were grabbed 

by the priest favoured boys and were given a beating. They punished us by locking us each in a small 

room for a week, with just a bed and a small blanket. We received a flogging and bashed daily. This 

was their way of trying to break you down and trying to manipulate you into becoming one of their 

pets, who would do anything for them and say nothing. 

It was around this time that I recall being sexually abused by Brother and to this day the 

thought of it makes me sick and makes my skin crawl. My memories of these events are not clear, 

but I know that I was made to masturbate him and I'm not clear on what else may have happened, 

because I believe that I have repressed most of these memories. I don't know if the other boys were 

sexually abused because I never told anyone and I never asked because I was too embarrassed. The 

physical and sexual abuse was a regular occurrence, along with the cruel and unusual punishment, 

one of which was called 'running the garden'. They made you put on 2 or 3 extra jumpers, extra 

pants and extra sets of socks with an oversize pair of gumboots and you were made to run around 

the perimeter of the yard until the priest felt like you had done enough or you passed out. We would 

run from 9am til about 1pm, and our feet would be covered in blisters in the end. Once you were 

told to stop running, you were then ordered by the priests to get straight back to digging. 

The digging was relentless. Blisters would develop on your back from the sunburn, and blisters all 

over your hands and in between your fingers would develop from the digging. I remember on days 

when it was raining, when we thought we might get a break and be able to rest; we were taken into 

2 



INQUIRY INTO THE HANDLING OF CHILD ABUSE BY RELIGIOUS AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

the gymnasium and made to run laps all day. The abuse and punishment was relentless, seven days 

a week, with the only break for Sunday mass when we would be asked to dress in our good clothes. 

Brother was the main instigator because he was in charge of the gardening crew. There was 

no one at Morning Star Boy's Home that I felt I could talk to about the abuse and the mere thought 

of it was enough to get you a beating. So why would you risk even mentioning it to anyone. 

I recall being constantly in pain, but at no time was there ever any medical attention, no medication 

or treatment for the blisters, cuts and bruises. We were made to suffer! I was passing blood when 1 
would go to the toilet due to the constant punches to the kidneys, but I never received treatment or 

saw a doctor. You can only take so much, so it was always in my mind that I had to get out of there. 1 
knew I wouldn't survive and didn't know how much longer I could take the abuse, so I wanted to 

escape at any cost. 

One day I caught four boys planning their escape from the Boy's Home and I took my opportunity 

and fled with them. We stole a car and made our way to Melbourne, but unfortunately we were 

picked up by the police in Collingwood. We were all taken to Collingwood police station, where we 

were questioned. The police treated us incredibly well and listened to our stories of Morning Star 

Boy's Home and how we were treated. They couldn't believe the state we were in, the injuries we 

had sustained, and struggled to comprehend that priests could do such things. I never spoke of the 

sexual abuse, just the physical abuse. I can remember when the police officer was trying to take my 

finger prints, and he looked at my blistered hands and how they curled like a claw. He tried to 

extend my fingers to take the print and got the shock of his life when blood shot from the blisters on 

the inside of my fingers. 

We were charged with escaping Morning Star Boy's Home, but the police wanted to help us in 

getting our story out, so they put together some questions for us to ask them when we were 

summons to the Children's Court. Questions such as, 'what state were we in when they found us?', 

'could these injuries have been sustained after the escape given that we had only been on the run 

for a day?', 'what were the condition of our clothes when you found us?', etc. So they gave us a list 

of these questions to memorise so that we could ask them when they were put on the stand. 

The police gave their evidence, Brother from Morning Star Boy's Home was summonsed and 

gave his evidence and when we were asked if we wanted to say anything, we took the opportunity 

to ask the questions that the police had us memorise. I was sentenced to an additional six months 

for escaping, which I served at Turana Boy's Home and an inquiry into the abuse was ordered (see 

Attachment A). This article was published on the 17'" November 1967 and outlines our escape and 

the ordering of an inquiry into the abuse at Morning Star Boy's Home by the Director General of 

Social Welfare, Mr Alexander Whatmore. 

Inquiry into Morning Star Boys Home 

I recall shortly after returning to Turana Boy's Home, over the next 4-6 weeks we were taken to see 

a team of government employees overseeing the inquiry. There were approximately two meetings a 

week, where we were offered food and soft drink, and were regularly questioned about what had 

happened at Morning Star Boy's Home. I told them about the physical abuse, but I was hesitant to 
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talk about the 'other' abuse because I was told "if there was any sexual abuse, to not bother 

mentioning it because no one would believe you." 

I have no idea of the extent of the investigation or who else they questioned, but I was interviewed 

on numerous occasions about my experience regularly for about 6 weeks. Then suddenly everything 

went quiet. There were no longer any meetings, no one spoke to me or followed up with me about 

the inquiry, and to this day I have no idea of the outcome of this process. I spoke openly and 

courageously about the physical abuse, the poor treatment, the punishment the boys and I received. 

But nothing came of it. 

Life after Morning Star Boy's Home 

I completed my sentence at Turana Boy's Home and was released in 1968, but one thing that I could 

say with certainty was that I would never be the same again. I was a young man and I couldn't 

handle or make sense of what was wrong with me. I was a heavy drinker and I was violent, vowing to 

never let anyone ever stand over me or belt me again. This is how I chose to live my life! I lapsed into 

a world of crime and violence and found myself in and out of gaol until the age of 21. This was a 

turning point in my life, where I was never in trouble with the police again, but I was still at ratbag. I 
was an alcoholic until the age of 40, had difficulties with relationships and struggled to keep a job. I 

attempted to take my life on a few occasions because of the pain and depression that I had been 

going through was too much to take. 

Upon reflection, I know I was a troubled person when I left Turana Boy's Home. Being sent to Turana 

was the very first time I had been in trouble with the law, and I was only a young kid, but when I 

completed my sentence, I was no longer the same kid. I tried to forget what had happened to me at 

Morning Star Boy's Home, and tried to push the memories so deep, but that was easier said than 

done. To this day I can recall the physical abuse vividly, but my mind won't allow me to delve too 

deep into the sexual abuse. 

Getting help and compensation 

Around four years ago I started having nightmares. My partner has told me how I kick, punch and let 

out awful screams, when having these nightmares. Sometimes she would find me on the floor of our 

bedroom curled up in a ball. My partner was convinced that something had happened to me, so I 

started thinking about it and pieces started falling into place. I had no one to talk to about what I 
was experiencing, so I spoke to my doctor, who recommended that I see a psychologist. It was after 

a few sessions that my psychologist recommended I speak to a solicitor about my options regarding 

the abuse I experienced. 

I spoke with a solicitor, who specifically works with victims of the Catholic Church, and she agreed to 

take on my case. Last year, three and a half years after going down this path with my solicitor, I was 

asked to attend a tribunal hearing, whereby I was offered compensation from the Franciscan Friars. 

It was a strange process to say the least, where I was kept in a room on my own and my solicitor 

would run back and forth negotiating a settlement. A settlement was finally reached, but the reality 
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is once you took out the solicitors fees, what I got out of this process was barely adequate, given 

what I had gone through. I was also provided a written apology (see Attachment B), but it did 

nothing to alleviate my pain and suffering and seemed far from genuine. 

I have been seeing my psychologist now for four years and continue to work through the pain and 

slowly chipping away at my repressed memories. We are still not sure what may be uncovered, but 

pieces are slowly falling into place. What I am now left with is anger!! 

Unanswered questions 

I'm now 61 years old; I can't work and have health issues. I believe that this is my opportunity and 

obligation to speak out, to tell my story, not only for myself, but for the victims that have since 

tragically taken their life and can't speak out. This is also a chance to get some answers to questions 

that have plagued me all of my life. Such as, why was I never told of the outcome of the inquiry back 

in 1967? We were questioned for weeks on end, but at no time was I offered any counselling or 

support of any kind. At no time was I told of my rights and was left to deal with it myself. If 

something had been done, if the inquiry had done what it was set out to do, then others wouldn't 

have been abused by these people. What I don't understand is that after we shared and disclosed 

our painful experiences to the inquiry, everyone knew what was going on at Morning Star Boy's 

Home- the Catholics knew, the Government knew, yet nothing was done. For all those years, for 

people to ignore what had happened and pretend like nothing happened is rubbish. 

I personally need people to know that there was an inquiry into these incidents, that something was 

said, but nothing was ever done. I and other boys did talk about it, it was backed up and supported 

by the police proving what happened, but we weren't listened to. If people had paid attention back 

then, then it would have at least given those other kids who went through Morning Star Boy's Home 

a chance. 

To this day I am still angry because people in the know, who were supposed to care, who were 

supposed to be concerned for our welfare, failed us by sweeping these atrocities under the rug. I 

can't possibly imagine an inquiry conducted today, in this day and age, just being swept under the 

rug like in was back then. So why was it in 1967? 

And worst of all, how many abuse victims in Victoria have tragically committed suicide since that 

inquiry? How many of those abused could have been saved had they acted then on the evidence, 

had they not turned a blind eye? 

I take this opportunity to thank you for receiving my submission and I hope that you can assist in 

resolving some of the questions that have remained unanswered for many decades, not just for me, 

but for every boy that was abused at Morning Star Boy's Home. 

Regards, 

Wayne Davis 
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16 July 2012 

Mr Wayne Davis 

c/- Marshalls and Dent 

Level 21, 570 Bourke Street 

Melbourne VIC 3000 

Dear Wavne 

Province of the Holy Spirit 
incorporating 
Custody of St Anthony 
Region of St Andrew 

www. franciscans.org.au 

Australia 

Malaysia Singapore Brunei 
Aotearoa - New Zealand 

Association of the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor ABN 63 004 232 633 

Franciscan Provincial Office 
47 Victoria Street Waverley NSW 2024 Australia 
Tel (02) 9369 9300 
Fax (02) 9369 9322 

+ 61 2 9369 9300 
+ 61 2 9369 9322 

I am writing to you as a result of unfmiunate circumstances in which you have advised us that you were 
physicallyabused by Br over a period of two months, September/October 1967, during which time 

you were a young man in the care of the Franciscan Order at Morning Star Boys Home. I am very sorry to 

hear of this nlatter and I am deeply sorry for the way that your life has been affected since these incidents. 

It is my sincere wish to apologise to you on behalf of the Franciscan Order for the hurt that you havo 

experienced at that tinte and the impact the memories have had on your life since then. I truly hope that by 

your raising the issue with the relevant authorities and the Franciscans, that you can begin to feel some 

healing in yourself. Insofar as I am able, as the current leader of the Franciscans in Australia, I express my 
smrow and deep regret and offer you our apologies. 

In such matters, the response of the Church and the Franciscans is intended to be a pastoral response. It is 

difficult in any process when one of the pa11ies is dtceased as is the case with Br We Franciscans 

acknowledge and accept your complaint against Br  It is not necessary now to go into detail again of 
those incidents and memories as you have already outlined them in your own Statement, in other 

correspondence and in the mediation session attended by you and your legal advisors with Fathers Com1ac 

Nagle and Peter Cantwell who represent me in these matters. However, it would be fair and accurate to say 

that such matters as you have raised are not appropriate and such actions as you have recounted cannot and 

should not be condoned. For this reason, I regret that you have experienced suffering from what you felt at 

the time and for the way those memories have stayed with you and affected the quality of your 1ife. 

I wish to place on record a sincere acknowledgement of your suffering which you say stems from the abuse 
nearly five decades ago b y  Br into whose care you were entrusted. Unfortunately, we cannot easily 

erase parts of our life, particularly those which seem painful and unfair and those which we wish never 
happened, but we can try to acknowledge what we felt at the time in order to begin again. You have taken 

this big step by bringing the matter to our attention. 

I hope that you can see that we Franciscans are genuine in acknowledging your complaint against Br 

and that we are sincere in attempting to do the right thing by you in order to give you greater quality in your 

life and a peaceful heart and mind. May you experience peace in your life and be supported by the love of 

those important people around you. 

\Vith good wishes, 

Yours sincerely 

Paul Smith OF1v! 
Provincial Minister 




