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SUBMISSION 

I WISl ll\ IY SliB,\ !ISS ION TO BE RECORDED IN '' Victorian Parliament Inquiry 
Into Sexual Abuse in Religious and Other Organisations·· 

1\ ly Testimony is: 

I commen�ed my primary school education in 1940. 
I was a student in the boy's school of 
St Jgnatiu-; Catholic School, Church Street. Richmond, Vic 
Stlgnatius Parish. Richmond. Victoria is a Jesuit Parish 
'I he teach�rs in th� boy ' s school were the DE lJA Salle brothers 
St lgnatiu-; School �lased in 1969 

l11 1944 ''hen I w;1� eight )ears ol'age. and in grade four. 
I was moksted. 011 two separate occasions. by my class teacher, 

a Brother uf thc De La Salle Order of Brothers. 
'I hcse �wnts took place in my school classroom. 

I ollo'A in� the second abuse, after I returned home from school, I descr ibed to m) mother 
''hat had happened to me in the classroom that day, and also on a previous occasion. 

I believe it was th� follovving clay my parents visited the school and spoke with the 
School P1 incipal, informing him of my abuse by the De l.a Salle brother. 

�::rom that time. I never saw the Brother at my school again. I can nnt recall the Brother ' s 

n ame . 

1\ ly sister believes that the lhother vvas re-located 
1t1 St Bed�·'s Collc� e . Mentone. 



'I he Impact this ahllse has had on my adult lik: 

Particularly over the last 15 years. when ever I see a ne\Vs item on TV or in the press. 
relating t" Clerical Sexual Abuse. I am immediately transported mentally back to the 
classroom. and the abuse. 

I have alsn experienced recurring bouts of depression, which manifested in headaches for 
months at a time, mood changes. I lost interest in my successful business, my ability to 
interact" 1th m' customers diminished. 

I sought tnedical help and received marginal success. I attended meditation classes 
c<mducted by Aithley Mears. this was helpful. but the depression continued and I 
cnntinued to struggle with the depression. 
I have ne'er mcnti"ned my clerical abuse to any professional person. 

t >ver the 'ears, vnv occasionally. I have spoken briefly of the abuse to my famil). 
'I his col1\ crsatiun has always been listened to with sympathy but there never seemed to 
be any appropriate ;Jet ion to take. In the wider world at the time. it \\aS not a popular 
t<�pic and whistlebl<lwers were badly treated 

llowever. it is unh in recent times that I have been fully able to articulate the deep and 
d istressin �emotions this subject causes me. 
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