~ Archbishop Denis Hart

- .Archdiocese of Melbourne, St Patnclc’s Cathedral
" Cor Gisborne St & Cathedral Place S

~ EATS MELBOURNE VIC 3002
S '-"-_Thursday, 28 Apnl 2005
| Dear BlShOp |

: My name is Jill Mather and I hve and work in the pansh of Our Lady s
. Assmnpuon

| T have lived and worked in this - o
- diocese for 28 years and have a close personal and Workmg relationshlp .

~ with several priests and religious who would wxllmgly prowde a character o |

- reference. The list is attached to the letter.

| I am asking you to seriously con31der hlS request to have the papal

- My concern is mybrotherGavanBoyle aged 56 years of _ e

honours bestowed upon the late Monsignor Penn-Jones expunged from o

- all records and the plaque m St Patrlck’s Cathedral honourmg th be -

 removed.

R | believe that if the facts about this man’s act1v1t1es Wlth altar boys at St
L _Patrtck’s Cathedral were known at the time, these honours would not
. have been presented to him. I do not know if there has been a precedent
"~ inthe churchre stnppmg ‘of papal honouirs, but there certainly have been

" many instances in lay life with those convicted of cnmmal act1v1t1es

losing their medals of honour —-_.

 Tunderstand it will not be'a simple matter for the Archdioceseof

- Melbourne to organise suchathmgasthe man is dead butIamaskmg R

- for your full support in the process.-

= -"And the reason I am askmg is that it is my firm convxctlon that “outmg

o _ Penn-J ones w1ll allow the heallng process ofn my brother to be complete

- Money is not m:lportant in Gavan’s life, and never has been, so ﬁnancIaI
S compensatmn is not the big issue. Takmg away those honours given'to
- Penn-Jones is. And I beheve that you have the authonty, and abﬂtty, to

- process that request. -

- For years my brother served St Patrlck’s Cathedral as an altar boy, | |
-'.partlcularly at High Mass on Sundays. He had the honour of serving at
the funeral of Archbishop Danny Mannix and our family was extremely

~ proud of him always, and especially on that day. However, unbeknownst o

“to his famﬂy, Gavan was abused by Penn-Jones some 43 years ago. -

oIt has _]ust come to I1ght and Gavan recently completed the interview _ ”
-'process wzth Peter o Callaghan QC and hls case is bemg assessed '
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do everything that we can to put things right."

The family are not convinced. Both Boyles are adamant that the Melbourne Response needs to be overhauled. Gavan got
money but little else, and money was the least of his concerns, they say.

Jill Mather may never get over the guiit that she encouraged Gavan to turn to the church for help, having read "all the hype"
about helping victims of clergy abuse.

“[ said to Gavan, 'They will look after you." I knew it would take a miracle to fix him totally, but I thought someone could
try.

But they didn't. Nobody cared enough.”

Barney Zwartz. Barney Zwariz is religion editor.

This story was found at: htip://'www.theage.com.au/national/sacrificial-aitar-boy-2009091 5-fpf4. Itml

httn-/fwww theaoce com an/action/nrintArticleid=732784 19/06/2012
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