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Prlest face$
,,!dk, il r

Gsmlrffi$ rf
chlld abu$e

Bv IUAYNE JOHES

-

ln LEEg foliowing cqm-
plaTnfs from a IsY
teacher and Par'
lghiosgrs.

fr Sear:m* sas the
perish p*est et Our LadY
cf ifis*rnt Carm*I st Sun-
bury" He subsequently
trsasferred to the

Fr*sh.

Ilr Searson had been 'and hls presbyt'ery.
the parish prlest, at Parlshioners and
Dovetoh sinct 1S84. parents Bt Doveton

Another priest onee at !ought to have Fr
Doveton, Fr Victor $earSOn rernoved in 1980

Rubeo, S3, pleaded followtng allegattons
ruitty ln nthgwood that he had interfered
tAagtitrate's Cou* lest with several young chUd'
Oetober to charges of ren.
indece ntly assaulttng A meettng of about 50
lwo boys. peaple at Doveton's

Tlre ,Sunday Hercld. Ptttosporurn Gve school
sun tras learned thet al' esred for hls re$Snation
leg*tlons of chlld-sex and later obtalned rnore
abuse were llrst rafsed than ?0 Etgnatorles to a
agalnst Fr Sea*sn at hls petitlon ts the MeI'
tl-oveton parlsh tn 1986. bsuxle Arehdioeese rt-

But. *ccordtng to queeting ?t sear$on's
porrce sourcei; hf hsd remavrtr'
been lntervlewed by No getlon rEE tcken
communlty f'oltelng rnd the schocl's princl'
*quad poHcC at Sunbtrry pal reslgned.

Three Yeers later, B

school teaeher who had
sctred on complalnts
from students snd re'
potted Fr Seerssn to the
chureh allegedly wes
sacked,

Pollce yesterday con'
firnred F-r Searson hed
been tntervtewed over
the alle$ed ptrysicat ari'
ssutt of two boys tttls
year.

It was a,lleged bY one
boy that Fr Searson had
struck him vtolentlY
uslng both hands.

At least tfiree alleged
vlctims tre scelring eCIm'
pensatlon from the
chureh.
A spokesperson for

Melbourne Archbtshop
George Pell sald yester-
day llr Pell would not
eomrnent.

The chureh ordet'ed Fr
Sesrson to take leave
until t&e ellegailons hait
been tnvestlgated.

The Ofice of the Inde-
pendent Commlgsloner
was estebllshed by Dr
Pell IsEt year.

Earller ttlis weeh, its
independent commls-
sloner, Peter O'Cal-
laghalt QC, urged PeoPte
not to jud:p Fr Searson
untll tfte alt€atlons had
b€ca tnrtrtlgat+rr.

"tE 
S*tt#iy Hclvtd

$u* Ergs uffibte ts ccn-
tact Fr Searsn.

,t fti-iii *,j j

A CATHOLIC Pilest
suspended this week
amfd allegntians of
child-sex sbuse had
been removed Scm a
prevlous pnrlsh after
teachers and Parents
complained he Bas
taking cNldren out sf
school for one-ol1-orle
sex edueatlon elasses.

pather peter S;greo*l A+cordi*g t9 .poliee,
?4. uras remou*d frort h:s, t"he Fa1l nq o{ the 

^ P-
posJtio;- ;t the xalr{ t-.q{ 5lnburx vlgtim
F a m r rv p a ii i rt "il de^clded a-s*Itl la11i1q
Doveton aitei *tJi-l EcLion.T.d chargeE s,ere
bourne ArehbishsP\B€Yer Isls'

Alerton stolen drug$
FOLICE have wanted l;hat druSs ln s rnedlcal bag
stolen from a parked c&r ai Chadrtone could be
fatal ll they are used,

The b=g, stelcn ircm. a llissar: P:itrct parhc$ tn.
Midtothian gt, Chadstone, contr,dned medlcgl
equipment, syrlnges and dryg{,Snytoe wtih lnfar'
mbtion about the theft should contact Malvern
police on Sg33 2d8? or Crlrntstoppers on
1S00 333 000.

Shooter'$ body in lake
THE body of a t4-year-old rnan whn went mlsstrtg
ycsterday st Browng LsLe at Dcnald. h the stete's
norttr-west, hes been found. Pollue ssld ihe rnan
wes duck sbooilng wtth famtty and inancis *nen he
disappeered tn the lake.

Hlker rescued ln Grampitns
A SEARCH for a bushwalker mtsstnE in the south'
west Gramptans ilear Castie Rock was called off
after the U4:year-old St Kllda mgn 1r its found gafe
lete yesterday, Poliee sald he had br,rlt a campfire
and the smoke $tas spotted by an air rescue crew.

Leg severed by train
A 60-year-old woman had her left leg sevcrcd when
she *as htt by a train at Katoomba ln the Blue
Mountalns west of Sydney yesterdas.

George PeIl confinntdf- At the tlme, Fr Sear'
thet the ehureh's inde{ sotr denied the allega-
pendent comrniesionef tions, hut conceded to a
into clergy sentai abu$ ban whieh prsvented
'*'* tnvelitgathg the att ffi trom tatrtrig clrtldrrenlegatlons \ ttf _.1ry_^::ll*:sional

r- iifitt f
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ysstefile}' c$n$rffi?*d Fa'"her tr*te1 Se*r-
i;*:n i:.a* hee:t t:enr*lr*d ,ff*ttr parish w{irk
* 

f#.het ses.rs$rr, f*rn:qr}3.' *f- .B*veti:i:',$
E{*11, Fatziilt Farisir-, *a:s hcer::*r'#ered t+
g,-* 

-*ii aettisrtistl.e[lee l*ft.,'re r:::.!i] ,'t'h*:
'*ig*:*"lA*s*,,'h*qr,*,1:* .. *s :g q# ';'.'
,' "S::o**a** r partshi*n*r.*, *Fs*.' i:pqryi:','!31*-
ffiews ra,'ir*n- repia**rr*ni pnesi Faflh*r
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::iis*i*n*riint* *i*rgy s*,a?:Eax*,;,F*ter

ffi=#ffi
*'Callaghari. +C. In a v"r-it"t*n siai*ment,
n* f*U" said Father Sea:'s*i: ii:*iir# b*
it**qlii;*S **"*ssis*''&{r {}'*#f*ghag},i::' }.'}i$

iriq'.tiffie s''hir) cgrtai n s*i-rlslls +L]ega"i'i*ns
i[r{t, havg,h**i'r*f*#*d ,*# Ei '.{',. ' '' I,".',":''

FEe ssjd it* hcped *he inquiry wogld be
*+raFlet ,qr:i*- cffi*'.s,e.*p?9":I*8,
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