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By STEPHEN BATES

" LONDON

THE Catholic Church in Britain -

has been warned it is likely to
face further claims for compen-
sation for the prolonged sexual
abuse of children by a priest.

The warning came after the
anllsh High Court awarded a
priest’s victim a record £635,000

“($A1.49 million) damages.

The figure, awarded to a man,
35, who was abused over 10
years by Christopher Clonan, is
the largest séttlement the church
has-canceded in Britain and is
the' flrst claim decided at a court
h

The man known as A, was
abused “between - the ages of
seven and 16, from 1977 to 1988,
while Clonaty was an assistant
parish priest at the Christ the
King Church in Coventry.

The court was told the victim

- was now schizophrenic, suffered
- post-fraumatic stress disorder

and had lived for the past five

years in a mental kicalth home.
Justice Clarke, hearing the

.case in Manchester, said: “A told

‘and has never regamcd the same’

More claims ¢ on
way, church told
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enthusxasm for hfe that he once
had.

“The revelation of the abuse.
had severe consequiences for his
family ... (Clonan) was trusted
and adrmred The-abuse was the
grossest breach of thie triist that A
and his family placed inhim”

The ocourt heard that Clonan |

had begun by fondlmg the boy
and later the abuse procéeded to
mutual- masturbatmn By the
time the boy was 12 he was
being anally raped and forced to
perform oral sex. Clonan told the

boy he would not be’ behevod if -

he made accusanons S

When thé allegafions came to

light in 1992, Clonan fled to Aits-
tralia, where he’is belteved to
‘have died in 1998, A West Mid-
lands police investigation was
stalled when documents were
lost.

The award is a serious setback
to the church’s efforts to recover
from abuse scandals that culmi-
nated in calls for Cardma] Cor-
mac Murphy O’ Connor to Tesign.

A spokesman for law_ firm
Clifton Ingram gaid thé:firm was

- representing eight further claim-
"o one of the abuso until 1992 ants,. and added: “This cotild
Thereafter his life fell apart. He

. has never been the same again .

quife feasibly cost thie church
millions and ‘millions  of
pounds.”
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