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~ OWARDHILTONEDARD~ 

CHRONOLOGY 

Date: Document: Comments: 
 44 Sibling DOB of  (Brother) 
46 Sibling DOB of (Sister) 
48 DOB DOB' of Howard Hilton Edwards 

I July 56 Admitted to care ['July 1956'] 'His early childhood environment was bad. 
He lived in slum condilion~, in an over-crowded humpy, 
on the blue moon reserve, Mooroopna. With his brothers 
and sisters, he was admitted to care in July 1956. They 
went to the Ballarat orphanage from Turana. His mother 
moved to Morwell. Then she moved to Ballarat to live 
next door to the orphanage. 

30 Jul56 Date of "These half caste aboriginal children were' admitted to 
placement in the care of the Children's Welfare Department on 
care 3017156 by order of the children's Court at Mooroopna 

which deemed them to be" in need of care and protection 
in that they had no visible means of support. The father 
deserted and the mother got into debt trying to provide 
for her six children, mother and sister. The house," which 
is one of the tin and hessian humpies common in that 
area was divided in two by an old hessian curtain. In the 
one half was a double bed, single bed and a cot. This was 
the total sleeping accommodation for nine people. Sister 
Turber, an aboriginal welfare worker in Mooroopna has 
provided clothing and footwear for the children in an 
Endeavour to assist. Howard was placed at the Ballarat 
orphanage and remained there till until Dec 1959 till it 
was considered advisable to remove him, as the mother, 
who was living next door to the orphanage, was causing 
trouble with the staff over her children. 

30 Jul56 Letter All 6 children were charged under S.16C Children's 
Welfare act 5817. Committed to Children's welfare 
department. 

13 Aug 56 Herald Howard got his herald - 25 yards 
4 Sep 56 Letter Apex - Police Mooroopna: Mrs.  is down here 

now ... she asked me if I could communicate with you 
and find out where her children are in order that she may 
visit them as soon as she is able. 

30 Nov 56 Admission date Howard admitted to Ballarat Orphanage 
II Nov 59 Letter Mrs.  - ? ... I am not very happy about [the 

children] where they are not getting a fair go with the 
other children ... 

19Nov59 Report Ballarat The mother of these children who is boarding next door 
Orphanage to the orphanage Hostel in Victoria Street and who 

works at the queen Elizabeth memorial home, Ballarat, 
has been a source of annoyance to him and his staff for 
some time ... Mrs.  grabbed the four children and 



took them with her. .. 

The mother and the children are all abori gines and in 
view of the foregoing, he wants them removed and 
replaced by four other wards. He says it is impossible to 
control the children properly while the mother lives so 
close and continually interfering. The boys themselves 
are no great problem except Howard is going for the 
girls a bit and would be better in a boys home. 

1 Dec 59 application Application for custody of specified wards of state 
during Christmas vacation. 

They will stay with married sister whose home IS 

situated at Barrnah 
10 Dec 59 Transfer Howard,  After investigation and 

document discussion with Mr.  it was arranged for [4 boys 1 
to be transferred to the Ballarat Orphanage in exchange 
for the 4 Edwards boys who Mr. wants to return. 

22 Dec 1959 Letter Application by Mrs. for holidays for her 
children turned down. 

13 Mar 62 Prior Theft of bike - not charged 
13 Mar 62 Record of ROI with Howard over theft of bike etc. 

Interview 
13 Mar 62 Summary of In January 1960, Howard was transferred to Box Hill 

File Boys Home and attended Burwood Technical School. He 
presented no trouble at home although his truancy and 
dislike of school made him unpopular with his teachers. 
In March 1962, Howard absconded with three other boys 
and while absent from the home, he broke into several 
houses, but stated that it was to get food or money to buy 
food. Howard had no personal court appearances before 
this and the Children's Court Officer stated that he 
seemed a decent type of lad. 

4 Apr 62 Prior Burg and theft - 52 Weeks probation 
1 May 62 Prior Burg and theft - Recommitted to S.W. Dept. 
22 Nov 62 Letter Major at Box Hill Boys home says that Howard has 

been stealing and putting his fists up to staff etc. To go 
back to Turana. 

22 Nov 62 Summary of On [this date 1 Howard was sent home from school 
File because of his truancy, negative attitude towards staff, 

and alleged thieving, and Maj or  of the 
27 Nov 62 Letter Turana Superintendent - Mrs. Howard ... will 

do all right in the long run ... not to let him continue at 
schooL .. too young for normal employment. .. seeking 
place at Kilmany Park ... 

30 Nov 1962 Letter Superintendent - Assembly Hall: Re Kilmany Park 
admission: At Turana, Howard has been very well 
behaved. He wants to go to a farm and needs an 
intermediate step between school and work. 

23 May 63 Report The offender's mother lives in a single room at  



and although she appears to have the 
children's interests at heart, she stated she has a good job 
earning II pound a week and that she is unable to look 
after the children. Her husband is living in Parks NSW 
and she has not seen him in 10 years. 

23 Jul63 Prior Unlawful use ofMV - Committed to S.W.D. 
24 Jul 63 Prior Unlawful use ofMV x 3 - Recommitted to YTC 
24 Jul63 Letter in Holy Orders - to whom it may 

concern: He is a sad victim of our society, who feels no 
great responsibility for his actions. In conversation, I 
found him very straight forward and very anxious to 
accept any help he might be given. 

24 Jul63 Institutional ... He has always received very good reports on his 
Transfer Record schoolwork ... The lad's mother has always shown an 

interest and lives in  Mr. Edward's whereabouts 
aren't known. 

23 Apr 64 Typed note " Pastor  phoned today. He is very pleased with 
the three boys who came from Turana. His words are 
'they are a credit to you'. They are all on the hostel 
committee. They are all in employment. The matron is 
particularly pleased as the boys are very clean in their 
habits. They make their beds and keep their clothes neat 
and set a good example .... and Howard Edwards have 
signed for the Fitzroy thirds. 

24 Aug 64 Prior Burg and theft - x 7 Returned to care ofS.W.D. 
24 Aug 64 Prior Larceny - committed to CWD 
24 Aug 64 
4 Nov 64 Note Arrangements to be made for Howard to work. 
7 Nov 64 Notification of Transferred from Turana to home release on this date. 

Transfer of 
Young Person 

II Nov 64 Note Howard failed to report at Hampton Flour Mills for work 
12 Nov 64 Note Howard advanced 1 pound to go to work 
16 Nov 64 Note 
19 Nov 64 Note Howard away from home. Mum does not know where he 

is. 
25 Nov 64 Priors Sheet (Date uncertain) " ... Two escapes from Royal Park ... 

[blank] came to his home in a stolen car and took him for 
a ride. Edwards was well aware the car was stolen. 

25 Nov 64 Remand Centre Charged with illegal use of motor car. 
Form. 

4 Dec 64 Report Notes that "The only job that he professes to have liked, 
was one in the open air, working on a scallop boat in the 
bay. This job did not have set hours, and it included 
living and sleeping on the craft. He has no particular 
standards to live by 

9 Dec 64 Letter Enclosing report to Magistrate 
14 Dec 64 Vic Pol Information regarding prosecution for unlawful use of 

Children's Court motor car 



Prosecutions 
Form 

8 Feb 65 Date of Convicted at Ballarat Children's court of Burg, theft of 
conviction motor car, - 2 years YTC concurrent with other sentence. 

10 Mar 65 Report Youth Parole Officer: Edwards is a quiet, pleasant lad in 
interview. He discusses his situation freely and speaks of 
becoming a butcher's assistant on release and living at 
home with his mother. His prognosis however is a poor 
one. He seeks out unsatisfactory associates and has no 
constructive interests. He lacks a social responsibility 
and this, coupled with a lack of perseverance, make it 
unlikely that the will be able to carry out his employment 
ambitions which seem grandiose when it is considered 
that he has rarely remained at a job longer than a few 
weeks. His employment unreliability is greatly added to 
by his drinking ... 

15 Mar 65 Hand written Youth Welfare Division - ? Col. telephoned. 
letter Howard's brother,  was killed in an accident at 

Glenroy yesterday. Howard heard news over the radio 
and was extremely distressed .... report that the mother 
was quite prostrate with grief ... 

19 Feb 66 Report We had been in the staff room [Turana] for no more than 
one or two minutes when we heard the call for help. Mr. 

and myself rushed to the grille at the centre 
passage way, where it could be seen that Mr. 
was being assaulted ... the above named trainees 
[including Howard Edwards 1 had a side door open with 
keys that they had taken from Mr. .. 

25 Feb 66 Date of Convicted at Melbourne P.S. Malicious wounding (2) 
Conviction Unlawful use (2) etc. Total 11 months and 28 days. 
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. C.W.D,3 
THIRD SCHEDULE 

'. , 
CHILDREN'S WELFARE ACT 1954 

AND , 
CHILDREN'S COURT, ACT 1928 

ORDER TO ADMIT· TO 'THE CARE OF THE CHILDREN'S 

WELFARE DEPARTMENT , 

DEPt,nTMENT Of ~T,j-l~::'+~;'; 

I n the Children's' Court, at MoOROOP-N A 

in the ~ Bailiwick, 

, W~E EAS· upon the ~,e .• a.J(rJ,in .... g_th_i_! __ .d"f)Of a p~otec.ttiioolri 
made by .• ~l 0 ~ 

application 

(1) Name of 
·child or young 
person. 

(2) Address. 

(3) Boyar 
girl. 

. ) MOOR OOPN " . 

~~) ;~~~~ Of(2)~~~ ~I 
MOOROOPNA . in Victoria, a (3 ) ~ o was. 

, (4) State ap­
plicable para­
graph of Sec~ 
tlon 16. 

(5L Name of 
parent. 

" , 
" 

born at ~ in ,victoria bn the' .. 
d~Y'of  19~(, and whose religion is, <?-4~' 

. is proved to the satisfaction of the above Court· to be a child In 
, ..,,0'109' person .. 

"eed of 'careAnd protection for that~ k \;V3 ~ 
~,~ (t). 

And the Court orders that the said ~,A"'Jt,.oI' ~~/\-11~~~ 
be admitted to the care of the Children's Welfare Department': 

of~f Ie ssia .... 

t-I'Sj +"e SUIII of fle",se , 

sHet:) h6ek for. or fOWOids llie R:lait!lti'pance Qf the; said 

--:tRO first p'ilIyrneRt ta Be .t .. ode 8Q 

.say Rent; eRe sl:Ielt l3a,li(6i1lS ale teO be IIlode to tllb· 

Djre·ctor sf GlsJild'8l1'S vY@ifdlQ. 

in Victoria, the 

-Special bAogistrdte 

Justices of the Peace· 

., 
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CHILDREN'S WELFARE DEPARTMENT. 

4886 
"t' 

'" . ...:-'ECEIVING DEPOT, ROYAL PARK. 
. c/c. 

, Name .. -'il?IiA.ISP.;? .. : ...... !h.-'~:~4'o"~ ... !::. .... !f.:~ ..... .=-.~ .. ~.: ____ ._ 

Admitted on._ .;3Q_= __ 'L. ~_.~c __ from~"-~_" '!: .. d:.'",:.-a- Nee j,,/ p 
Condition &,.1;1 regards_ Health a.ud 

Oleanlineas. Pal'ticu~ar Marks on Body. &0. 

Sc.c-~~· 
(J~J 

Signature of OjJicer} 
admitting Ohild 

Condition of. ~IQtbing. 

I~ 

Date ___ ~.~_.7_=_~~ __ .......... _ 



Il{STI'l'U'fl0IU 
.... , .... 

.-',:- ED~ Howard Hilton 

DATE OF BIRVi' 

RELIGION: 

fLACli! OF BIRTH: M001'oopna. 

Church of Chr is t. 

CASE HISTORY: These half-caste aboriginal ch1ldren were admittea 

,0 the care of the Ch11dreo's welfare Department on 30.7.56.1:Iy order of 

the Ch1ldren'a Oourt at MOOPoopna whicb deemea tbem to be 1n tbe need 

of cal"e and pl'otection in that they bad no visible means of support. 

The father deserted and the mother got into debt tryIng to pl'ovlde for 

her six chIldren, mother and sister. The house which Is one of the t1n 

and hessian bl.Ullples OCllJlllOtJ In that lU'ea \fas divided In two by an old 

hessian curtain. 

this was the total sleeping accomraodation for nIne people. 31ster 'l'Iarner 

an aborigInal welf'are worker In JitOOl'oopna bas pr0'11ded olothing and f'oot­

wear f'oJ! the children 1n an endeavour to assist. 

MOTHER: 

FATHER I 

LO!!IATION: 

30. 7.56 
30.11.56 

. home ditties, Blue Moon Reserve, UOO1"oopna. 

 Woodoutter. address u:nknown. 

1tTurana", 203 Park Street. WEIst Brunsw1ck. 
Ballsl'at Orphanage. Ball~at. 



- '\ 31 JUti'1B 
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REPORT ON WARD PLAGE!2..AT ••• :t!-f. i~4f·.p;· ..... . 
(Date of Visit 1~' .. 7.', fr,.),.,' .1R~o/YtH .......... . 

- ---~~. 

Name of 'ward I ~d..., y~eo!_ .. , -" .. ' 

-
Born (,ky Reg.No. 7~4~,:(" 

- -
~c:ty ~ ~~ 

. General appea~ '~~~I~" =-~':t~:,:z.' r 
;t" i'... t-&.r ot...J/ ~ 

---d,W( h h...4" . 
~4P1". ~h • 

~ .... ~ 
7t.d:2..£ , 

~ t4.JI .L...4 . 
Condition, inoluding ~. Ci,:\J', , general health, r....i F\f 

illnesses, W 
hearing, ,,/ 

Sight; ~ !:t 
speeoh, ' , 
dental, '.,.., 

;.x,/ 
, 
~ enuretic? • "', othe,r habits. 

-4d . 

--' ------. 
IlI!munisations 

/Q/ol tl"-" ;>' ~ 4'a~ ~«, i 
(Nature and dates) 

- - :at ~ ~~tiog .School attende~ 
Grade ()i' FOllll :..u£. 

Aj~,..--ei.r---

Position - :>.e-w Aver age ~ 

BehaviQill: ~, , . 

Per s onslntere sted ,/ c . Naille-----
~?ia'.'."y Address 9~§ Relationship 

~~ ~tJw How expressed (visits, 
letters, outings, 4' n.h It, ; .tty . 
holiday hosting) 

Frequency 
Ward's reaction 

-rrramill membe!, . 
location of and contact 

~~ ~ ~ with sib$.ings. 
I: ~ 

Sui ta bili tJ': f'or 
return home, 

• placEiment with 
relatives or 
fl'iends, 

, boarding-out, . adoption, 
employment -

(Service or 
otherwise) 

General comment 
~ 

, 

.' 

V 
~~. . n--- . sW--~-· SIGNA'l' UlI1E •• (;,"1-. DATE . . . ~ •. 7. ... .••.• . 

31 JUL!958 
41 ~:-;-.\:~ .... ....... . 
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c.w.o. 136 CHILDltt.N'S WELFARE Dd'AltTMENT 
NQ 2915 

TURANA RECEPTION CENTRE 

C1Ww~~. vV~RD ..- Date of Birth . J.1J+..~ 

ReTJigwn ......................... C; .. f ............... ~ .... .. 
Name_ .... ~.Q .. ~ . .8.E9 .. S .. ! ........ , ..... ~ ............. ~ .... _ ........................................ . 

Admitted on .......... .!.f.:.J~ .. : ... ft ..... Jrom .. j?~_~M ___ .. ~.~.!.!.(:!,#~ .. !_ •...•.... : ......... ~ ....... .. 
Partioular marks on body. &0. 

463/67 

Property and Cash 

tft L . . . 

~~ 

i 

~~ 
~ctwJ. 

16 DEC 1959 

Clothing a.nd condition of sa.m6 
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VICTORIA POLICE FORM 

No. 

-',,; 

220A··· 

::~::... ll-,I-___ co_m;:-p_. _In_d_eX __ I __ c_e:-n_,,_al-;-l,..nd_e_x_+_--::-pr...,o:-p'-:T:-ra_.e,;-in",g.",.;.: ···.Il-,.j-· J -J I 
SECflON Gazette Pawn List Dally CIrcular 
~ t 

No., . No .. 

I I 
--CRIMINAL···:OFFENCE- '-' 

.. ",·ANP,,,MOQUS-OP,ERANDI -' . 

' ... REPORT . . 

&" 
.. ,.....,,·DIHRIGT' 

:.,·.' .. : ... ~,."'._ ....••. , •. , •.. :.~~i.tion 
Dot~·t~J. .' : : 

Offence.".... . .... ~~.~J'.Il..... . ... : ....................................................................... .. 
Committed at~.,.!~~.@~,..~~n the ........ ~~!:t- ............... Sub-distri."t 

·Date· ;;~d.i-iQ~·r'.;.; .. ·;:.flWj::~~'lgb~.;;,.":.;:,::" ... "., ... ;:";.:.;:.,,:::: ..••. ,:,::.:.~::;.:., ...... : ... : .. · ....... ::;:.c.,;.;.!..i· 
On whom Committed (Name in full) .•.• ~~iI.J.'~ ... ~.~,~ .. ~ .............................. : ........ .. 
Occupation and Address ............ ~l!!~~\"..:..................... _............... ..Phone No ..... '.:.' ....... _ 

Date and Hour Reported to Police ....... ~N.1!I!! ..... :~ ......................... :....... .. ............................................ . 
'. By whom Reported· ............. : •.• ~~ ... ~iI1,~~H .. ~ •. : .... : ... : ..... : .......... : ..... : ........ : .. :, ... : ... :. .... . .. i .... ... : ...... ',"':: 

Date and Hour'Premlses vI,sited by Po!lce .. f/~ ..... ~",. ..... by whom~ .. lt ............ , ...... . 
Any Finger Prints Visible, .. .. 

. ... ;; ... : ......... . 

I. ~f) !~~:oP:~~rS:O'f;~~~,fis:~::t'~~{::.~-......... :_ ............ _ ......... _ ... . 
, descr.lptioh, I.e.,. marks •. _nUn1'bers~ _::.::._ .. :.::,~ .. ~::; ............. , .. . 

value. &c.- . . .................... : ············ .. '.:;·······;;:··· .. ···;:T···.-'··;;:i.~·~(: .. -r,······:·'····'··.,·,-.:'-··; .. T··;.--· .. ~··:······, 

····················: •. ;;;:;.:·;p.§e4mMI~rfEp.ffUJMAt~.'StRVI(~·k~s 
~ ,', "~~~ if:~~~e:l :~~~~:.e~:~~p~~~{:~~:·t::::::::: ............................... ::: ....... , ... ,;;:l:: .. ~:·::~~~:'~~~~~;~~p.;:~!:~~J2trj:~~: ............... . 

Identifiable_by de'<rlptlon- - :: 

.-.EREEJJO~~-Cf.·fNF(~ttfJ,:if;,TKJN··~i,: 
I. ~1Iu~~Property .damaged state{....:.... ....:..:.::::.:.: .... :..: •.• ::< 

. ....•.....••..............•.. .. ........ ,'. 
. ...........•..• : ........ . 

. . . f' ~br . .IJt.lICIlIilo1Ji!.~dIIk .. ~ .. "" ... "'.; .. 
2. State sh'~rtIY partieu'lars or'~ffenc'j :fd.id'~" ~~~~-.. ,. ... : ..... " .... . 

(Character mumed by Criminal .~. - ~: .. -:~ ..,. Oft!!... ...... .. 
I . story told, &e.)- .' •• iIIl'IliI,. ..... _ ................................. '" ....... ... ........ . 

...... h .. b .... ~.Q1lot .. _ .. ~.~ .......................................... . 
. . . ... . ~ "' ..... - . ......... ',... ......... .......... . ..... _. . ... _ ........ ,. .... . 

... 3: .~~~~~s:£~~::~~~:~~I~~~~~:{ •. :.:.::::.:: ..... :::::::.':;:.:.::::;:::::::':':~:::;:':::::::""''''_'' 
4 .. How Entrance Effected (to be f. .............. . 

stated In detail)~ '. 1 ............ ... 
S. Means used (Tools. &e.)-... .................... ...................... ........ .. .......... ... 

8,. ~ar~~~~~,t :.:~u.mmons IsSued,{ ....... ___ ............. :::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. :::::":::::::::::~::::~::::~:::::::::::':.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. 

: .. --:.:: .. :: ..... :.': ...... :::::: .. : ... : ...... ::. . ........ :::.: .. ; ..... ::;.:~ ..... : ......... : .. : .......... :.:: .... -..•.. :.: ... : .................................... . 
I O. N~me! oT<)II'~n~ers oT _Susp~c.t~:-. . .,'. i' . . ,. 

1st.. .... 11l1li I/Il.-Mlt/oil. ~ .. 411... .4 .. ~ .... ~ ... ' ...... .. ..... I.B.R. Ref. No .................. .. 

i~;::::·::.:::::::::::::::::::::::.:.···.·.:·:::·::~::· .. :::· ... :·......· ...... rfJ:.~ .. :::.~ ... :::·.·.:·.::::~: ~:;: ~~: :: ....... :::: ........ ::::.:~: 
4th ............................................................................................................ c .............. _ ... _ .... I.B.R. Ref. No ............. .. 

PLEASE COMPLETE OTHER SIDE 
,:;.,' ':.> 



II. Ir Suspects. state grounds of Susplclon-

......................................................... ····fj·EFA-RTrliENT·OF HUMA ... ~j S~~\fI""L''''' 
;. '.~ : .. 11 \c-l.~n~!~k" ......................... . .................................................... _ .... ' .. ~~._;. .. ,~::i'I.ir.'<,,-lt'l<""_ v 

12 .. If Suspect. state if Identifiable, and by whom- Ml:'.!..bJ"\~' _Li b :>';"I[,:Jl 
............ ,!: .. u ...... ,_!=:.E.n.·.,c; .. ,.~ •. l'i •. ,. f'i.' ,' .. 'I !':-;l""t<\ F,' ,~_1l I,' -t ...... l II •..• .•......•••.•...• ..................................... J.:'."", ___ II!' 'V !\lr\:.rrtiVi~.IIUi''i 

.................................................................................................. , 

13. Description' of Offenders or Suspects-

Date of Birth HeIght Hair Eyes ]- 'Cdmpiexion Build Native: 0(;':'" Occupation 

3rd ...... ;. ...... .j. .... . 

4th ...... ;. ...... / .... .. 

Facial Description (nose and -ears in particular), VIsible Scars. i-lIsslng limbs, Pe-cullaritles of Galt,-flgure,.Hablts, &c.-

I st .................................. : ................................ ~.:;: ...................... : ............................................. _ ........ , .. .-:.";.; ............... ~ .............................. . 

2nd ...................................... .. . .................................... " ................. , ...................................................................................... . 
3rd ............................. . . .............................. : ........................... . 
4th 

Dress of Offenders or Suspects-

Ist~ .. $W.~l/#-·4Ibu;'ta .. ....,.··*tir' .... ~·~ .................................................... .. 
2nd .... ................ . ..................................... _ .. _ ..... _ ..... ~ .............................................................................................. . 

3rd ... .. . ...................................... _._ ............... _ •••••• , .................. ; .••• , •• : •• : •. : ........... -..i •• ' ................. _ ••••.••.• 

4th ......... . 

14. (0) If NATURALIZED? State" YES" or "NO" ............................. .. 

(b) If "YES" give place and date of naturalization ....... . 
I S. Date of Arrest or 

Summons 

1 st~ ... . 

2nd ... .. 

3rd ....... .. 

4th ........................ . 

Where Arrested or Summoned How· 

............... ', ...... 

Place of Residence when Arrested 
. or Summoned 

. .. -.: ......................................... -
• Insert letter" V tl If arrened on view. letter II W II If arrested OIl warrant. letter tt S " If summoned 

16. AssoCiates (otner than those Arr:ested with the Offender)-

1st .................... .. 

. 

5 .. 

2nd. . .......... , ........ - ....................... -........ -.-...... -....... ~ ........ -......... _ .. -.............. _.--_ .... _ ............................................. , .. 
3rd .............. .. 

4th .. . 

17. DistriCts and Places frequente~ by Offenders-

1st . 

2nd. 

3rd ....... . 

4th .. . 

18. M~thods used in committing previous Offences-

19, How Property disposed of and to whom. if known-

.........•. , ... 

20. (0) Date finger printed for this Offence .... 

.. .......................... : ................ .. 

. ............................... " ........................ , ......... , .......... . 

. ............. , .............. . 

. ..... .. 

(b) If assumed name recorded in (10) give correct name If known ............................................................................... . 

Section to which Officer making report 
-'- . il attached . 
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