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Career staff in these areas may be able to meet the initial 8 min response time.  The 
issue is the probability that the initial response crew or second response appliance 
are already attending an incident. In this case increasing the probability of a delayed 
initial response or extended on scene time of the required second appliance.  
 
An eight minute response time and seven trained fire-fighters and two fire appliances 
are the minimum requirement needed in response and mitigation of a fire emergency. 
This minimum standard has the potential to maximise life safety and minimise 
property damage. 
 
Currently a rapid and efficient response under eight minutes is only guaranteed 
within the metropolitan fire district. The strategic location of MFB fire stations has 
enabled a minimum of two fire appliances on scene at an alarm of fire with seven 
professionally trained fire-fighters. 
 
The standard of fire cover should be the same across all urban environments in 
Victoria. Residents of the outer Melbourne suburbs pay the same contributions to the 
fire service levy as inner Melbourne residence. Sections of the Victorian community 
should not be disadvantage due to their residential location.  
 
 
Yours 
 
Commander George Arnold  
Technical Operations 
Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board  
450 Burnley Street, Richmond, VIC, 3121.  

 
 

	
 
 
 
  
 

FSBSC Submission 233

2 of 2




