


  

 

Historically, boundaries have been established to help emergency services, firefighters, 
police, ambulance and SES - respond to emergencies. 

Victoria’s fire service boundaries were established in the 1890s when our population was 
smaller and concentrated around Melbourne. 

Today, there are 35 highly urbanized areas that are still zoned as ‘country Victoria’ under 
these antiquated fire boundaries - these areas require a rapid urban fire response. 

What is the ‘urban fire response’ that these areas need? An 8 minute response time and 7 
professional firefighters on two fire trucks - this is the minimum standard needed for 
emergency response to maximise the potential to save lives and minimise damage to 
property.  

But this rapid response under 8 minutes is only guaranteed in Melbourne’s metropolitan fire 
district. In this zone, specially trained professional career firefighters are in fire stations that 
have been strategically located to be able to respond within 8 minutes. 

As a resident of Craigieburn that has a population of 50,864 (2017) with predicted growth to 
64,236 (2041) an increase of 26.28%. We require and deserve a better quality community 
safety model.  

 

   

Yours sincerely 

Graeme Gant  AFSM 
Commander Training Delivery 
VEMTC 
Victorian Emergency Management Training Centre 
Proudly Managed by MFB 

284-290, Hume Hwy, Craigieburn, VIC 3064 
METROPOLITAN FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES BOARD 
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