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Parliamentary Inquiry into Decommissioning Oil and Gas Infrastructure 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate and provide a submission to the Inquiry 
into the Decommissioning of Oil and Gas Infrastructure. 

 
South Gippsland Context 
South Gippsland Shire is located about one and half hours Southeast of 
Melbourne and best known as the location of Wilsons Promontory National Park. 
The Shire has a population of about 31,000 people and its major towns are 
Leongatha, Korumburra, Mirboo North and Foster. While a relatively small 
population it has an economy of national significance from food production and 
has a significant role in Victoria’s energy sector. 

 
The Barry Beach Marine Terminal (BBMT) is located in South Gippsland Shire. 
This is where the Bass Strait oil and gas rigs were constructed, are currently 
serviced from and where the proposed onshore decommissioning works for the 
oil and gas infrastructure is planned to occur. BBMT has been in operation for 
almost 60 years. 

 
BBMT and the neighbouring Port Anthony are also the likely locations of the 
operations and maintenance bases for the planned Bass Strait Offshore Wind 
Farms. It is anticipated that this operations and maintenance role will be required 
for at least 30 years. 

 
Terms of Reference Response 
As South Gippsland contains the port where the final part of decommissioning 
will occur, this will see a likely significant increase in direct and flow-on 
employment in the area. This will bring welcome jobs to the area and will assist 
with the transition process in the change of the port to renewable energy 
operations and strengthen its long-term sustainability. 

 
 
 

 
 

  






