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VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE INQUIRY INTO
FARMERS’ MARKETS

Minister's Foreword

The Victorian Government has committed to supporting the Victorian
agricultural sector through a range of new initiatives, while supporting and
strengthening the links between food producers and consumers.

The resurgence of ‘farmers’ markets’ throughout the State represents a great
opportunity for Victorian consumers to re-establish. direct ties with food
producers.

The experiences of the Outer Suburban/Interface Services and Development
Committee through the course of this Inquiry have shown that customers at
farmers’ markets have great enthusiasm for connecting with farmers.

They enjoy the freshness and authenticity of high-quality produce.

All Victorians benefit from a prosperous farming and agricultural sector which
provides quality local produce as well as direct and indirect jobs for many
Victorians.

sovernment sees farmers’ markets as a small but important .
agricultural and food processing sector. They provide a direct
ormation between farmers and consumers, and a great place to

The Victorian
aspect of the
channel of i
buy quality
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VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE INQUIRY INTO
FARMERS' MARKETS

Infroduction

On 13 August 2009 the Outer Suburban/Interface Services and Development
Committee (the Committee) received the following terms of reference
requiring the Committee to inquire into farmers’ markets:

1. Identify the types of farmers’ markets operating in interface
municipalities and peri-urban areas;

2. Investigate the history and growth potential of this form of
- retailfagricultural activity and the demand created for products sourced
from interface and peri-urban areas;

3. Examine the structure, codes of practice, strategic piannihg and
economic viability of farmers’ markets and any barriers or impediments
to their development and long term growth; -

4. Examine how farmers’ markets can contribute to increasing the viability
of small scale farming enterprises located in the interface and peri-
urban municipalities, especially in the designated ‘Green Wedge' zoned
land; and

5. ldentify any barriers to access farmers’ markets for producers to supply
or retail at these markets.”

The Final Report (the Report) was tabled in Parliament on 6 October 2010.

This inquiry was commissioned as an extension of the Inquiry into Sustainable
Agribusiness in Outer Melbourne, tabled by the Committee on 26 May 2010.
Much of the material in the current inquiry references this previous inquiry.

The Victorian Government is aware of the importance of the food and

agriculture sector to the economy and food security of the state. Victoria's

food and beverage industry is a key contributor to the Victorian and Australian

economy, with annual turnover of over $25 billion, and exports worth close to

$6 billion. The industry is also a significant employer, providing one in every
five jobs in regional Victoria,

Farmers’ markets support Victoria’s food industry by providing a range of
benefits to farmers and consumers, developing links between farmers’ and
consumers, allowing farmers alternative outlets for their produce and
providing a direct avenue of customer feedback to farmers.

The Victorian Government currenily supports farmers’ markets through the
Farmers’ Markets Program, a $2 million grants initiative administered by
Regional Development Victaria. The program aims to develop markets that
can grow and operate as economically sustainable community events to bring
local produce direct from producers to consumers.

Through the Farmers’ Markets Program, the Victorian Government supports
and works in partnership with the Victorian Farmers’ Markets Association
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VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE INQUIRY INTO
FARMERS’ MARKETS

(VFMA), Victoria's peak body representing farmers' market organisers and
vendors. The VFMA provides a range of services, including training and
accreditation programs, administrative support for farmers’ markets and
organising workshops and events for organisers and vendors.

There are twelve recommendations in the Report. The Vlctonan Government
response to each recommendation is as follows:

» Supported: The Victorian Government fully supports the
recommendation and is currently enacting or will soon enact initiatives
and/or activities that are in line with the recommendation.

e Supported in Principle: The Victorian Government supports the
outcome or the principle of the recommendation, but will be seeking to
achieve that outcome or principle by means other than the actions
described by the recommendation. Alternatively, Government support
for this recommendation may be contingent on the outcome of another
process, such as the Victorian State Budget or an evaluation.

¢ Not Supported: The Victorian Government does not support the
recommendation.

¢« Recommendation Noted: The recommendation is not directed to the
Victorian Government, and therefore does not require a response.
However, the recommendation is noted by the Victorian Government
and will be passed on to the appropriate organisation.

In total, one recommendation is fully supported, six are supported in principle,
three are not supported and two are noted,
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