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Victoria’s regional tourism at the crossroads

A new Parliamentary Inquiry into Victoria’s regional tourism industry has revealed a range of
problems that could threaten the future of this multi-billion dollar employment sector.

The Inquiry into Rural and Regional Tourism report from the Victorian Parliament’s Rural and
Regional Committee has identified the need for:
1. greater government support for leadership and key bodies in the actual regions, rather than
in offices in Spring Street;
2. along overdue shake-up of VicRoads to ensure it works collaboratively with tourism
stakeholders to improve tourism-related signage throughout Victoria; and
3. an urgent investigation into the impact of current planning laws on the development of
tourism infrastructure.

Outlining his Committee’s findings, Chair Damian Drum MLC said: ‘The inquiry generated a high
level of interest from a broad cross-section of rural and regional communities: from key operators
in the tourism industry to local government and private citizens.

‘This is a testament to how important this industry is to all Victorians.’

The Committee confirmed that tourism makes a significant economic contribution to rural and
regional Victoria. However, there were a number of challenges that threatened its development
and expansion.

‘If our rural and regional tourism industry is to truly thrive, then the Victorian Government must
urgently “bite the bullet” and accept the key recommendations’, Mr Drum said.

Damian Drum will be available to talk in detail about his Committee’s new report at a specially
convened media conference, after first tabling the report in the Victorian Parliament.

Two key contributors to the inquiry will also be present for interviews and to take media questions:
e Mr Chris Buckingham, former Chair of Destination Gippsland; and

e Joane McKnight, Chair of the Kanawinka Global Geopark (covering SW Victoria/SE South
Australia).

Media Conference to take place on Wednesday 30 July at 11am, in the Legislative Council
Committee Room, Parliament House. Copies of the new report, including recommendations, will
be available for media representatives. Refreshments provided.

Samantha Magill is the owner, with her husband Daniel, of the family
run Parkgate Resort Holiday Park in the foothills of the Grampians
National Park. Samantha demonstrated to the Committee the
contribution that tourism makes to the local community through
employment and flow-on economic benefits. Samantha and Daniel's
experience also shows the significant impact that natural disasters
have on tourism businesses. In January 2006 bushfires came within
metres of their boundary and they were under ember attack for days.
Samantha believes intermediate and long-term assistance needs to
be provided to support businesses like theirs to recover from natural
disasters.

Samantha’s story is just one example of tourism success in Victoria —
fifteen other case studies are included in the Final Report.
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