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Bills & Acts  
 
Multicultural Victoria Amendment Bill 2008 and Explanatory Memorandum. 
Premier John Brumby delivered the Statement of Compatibility & Second Reading speech in  
Parliament on 28 October 2008. 
 
The current Act covering multicultural affairs is the Multicultural Victoria Act 2004 (which repealed 
the Victorian Multicultural Commission Act 1993). Here is the Explanatory Memorandum &  
Premier Steve Bracks’ Second Reading speech delivered in Parliament on 3 November 2004. 
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Comparative legislation 
 
Currently, South Australia and New South Wales currently have legislation specifically for  
addressing the promotion of multicultural affairs. Other states, territories and federal legislation 
cover issues of discrimination based on race and exceptions to discrimination in other less  
specific acts.  
 
ACT 
Discrimination Act 1991 
For exceptions relating to race, see section 43, for unlawful vilification, see section 66 
 
NSW 
Community Relations Commission and Principles of Multiculturalism Act 2000 
 
NT 
Anti-Discrimination Act 
For exceptions of cultural or religious sites, see section 43 
 
QLD 
Anti-Discrimination Act 1991 
For racial and religious vilification, see section 124A, for serious racial and religious vilification, 
see section 131A 
 
SA 
South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission Act 1980 
 
TAS 
Anti-Discrimination Act 1998 
For exceptions relating to race, see sections 40-42 
 
WA 
Equal Opportunity Act 1984 
For discrimination on the grounds of race, see part III 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA  
Racial Discrimination Act 1975  
 
CANADA 
Canada: Canadian Multiculturalism Act 1985 is the most comparable international legislation to 
the Victorian Act, as it addresses multiculturalism specifically.  

http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs.nsf/ee665e366dcb6cb0ca256da400837f6b/FF1CB50376F98F7CCA2574EF000FBCE0/$FILE/561199bi1.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs.nsf/ee665e366dcb6cb0ca256da400837f6b/FF1CB50376F98F7CCA2574EF000FBCE0/$FILE/561199exi1.pdf�
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=VicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=ASSEMBLY&speech=71869&activity=Statement+of+Compatibility&title=MULTICULTURAL+VICTORIA+AMENDMENT+BILL&date1=28&date2=October&date3=2008&query=true%0a%09and+�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/a12f6f60fbd56800ca256de500201e54/A74250412409FEBCCA25737700010470/$FILE/04-100a004.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs_Arch.nsf/5da7442d8f61e92bca256de50013d008/7C6DFB0264BB293CCA256F87001375BE/$FILE/551248exi1.pdf�
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=VicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=ASSEMBLY&speech=35226&activity=Second+Reading&title=MULTICULTURAL+VICTORIA+BILL&date1=3&date2=November&date3=2004�
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/1991-81/default.asp�
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/viewtop/inforce/act+77+2000+cd+0+N/?autoquery=(Content=((%22multicultural*%22)))%20AND%20((Type=%22act%22%20AND%20Repealed=%22N%22)%20OR%20(Type=%22subordleg%22%20AND%20Repealed=%22N%22))&dq=Document%20Types=%25�
http://notes.nt.gov.au/dcm/legislat/legislat.nsf/d989974724db65b1482561cf0017cbd2/b3716eecb1d8ece0692572ca000fd0b0?OpenDocument�
http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Acts_SLs/Acts_SL_A.htm�
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/SOUTH%20AUSTRALIAN%20MULTICULTURAL%20AND%20ETHNIC%20AFFAIRS%20COMMISSION%20ACT%201980.aspx�
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=ALL;doc_id=46++1998+AT@EN+20081121100000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=ethnic�
http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_305_homepage.html�
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/ActCompilation1.nsf/all/search/7BD4EDB55FA7D7A2CA25748F00068D19�
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/ShowDoc/cs/C-18.7/en/en?command=search&caller=SI&fragment=multicultural&search_type=all&day=20&month=11&year=2008&search_domain=cs&showall=L&statuteyear=all&lengthannual=50&length=50&page=1�
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Websites 
 
The Australian Human Rights Commission is the new name of the Human Rights and Equal  
Opportunity Commission. The Commission was established in 1986 by an act of the federal  
Parliament as an independent statutory organisation and report to the federal Parliament through 
the Attorney-General.  
  
The Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Council of Australia (FECCA) is the national peak body 
representing Australians from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds. They  
provide advocacy, develop policy and promote issues on behalf of their constituency to  
government and the broader community.  
 
Making Multicultural Australia provides a list of links on their website of multicultural educational, 
government and independent organisations providing community and educational resources. 
 
The Centre for Cultural Diversity in Aging provide a useful list containing contact details for ethnic 
community organisations, religious organisations and other useful CALD community contacts 
throughout Australia. 

Background material 
 
The Victorian Multicultural Commission is an independent statutory authority established in 1983 
under the name of the Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission. Since then, the Commission has  
provided independent advice to the Victorian Government to inform the development of  
legislative and policy frameworks as well as the delivery of services to our culturally, linguistically 
and religiously diverse society. The VMC website includes Victoria’s population diversity ,a  
Multicultural Resources Directory and also publishes the quarterly Multicultural Victoria  
Magazine. 

State Government  Departments & Organisations 
 
These state and territory government websites provide many links and resources for the values 
and aims of multiculturalism, and how governments put this into practice. They can also provide 
links to related organisations in their state.  
 
Multicultural SA (S.A.) 
 
Community Relations Commission (N.S.W.) 
 
Office of Multicultural Affairs (A.C.T.) 
 
Multicultural Affairs Queensland (QLD) 
 
Department of the Chief Minister: Multicultural Affairs (N.T.) 
 
Office of Multicultural Interests (W.A.) 
 
Multicultural Tasmania (TAS) 

http://www.hreoc.gov.au/�
http://www.fecca.org.au/�
http://www.multiculturalaustralia.edu.au/links/myOptionID/4�
http://www.culturaldiversity.com.au/Resources/ServiceProviderResources/MulticulturalDirectories/tabid/80/Default.aspx�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/�
http://www.culturaldiversity.vic.gov.au/web25/rwpgslib.nsf/GraphicFiles/Victoria's+Population+Diversity/$file/Victoria's+Population+Diversity.pdf�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/directory�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/web24/vmc.nsf/HeadingPagesDisplay/PublicationsMulticultural+Victoria+Magazine?OpenDocument�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/web24/vmc.nsf/HeadingPagesDisplay/PublicationsMulticultural+Victoria+Magazine?OpenDocument�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/web24/vmc.nsf/HeadingPagesDisplay/PublicationsMulticultural+Victoria+Magazine?OpenDocument�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/web24/vmc.nsf/HeadingPagesDisplay/PublicationsMulticultural+Victoria+Magazine?OpenDocument�
http://www.multicultural.sa.gov.au/�
http://www.crc.nsw.gov.au/home�
http://www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia/multicultural�
http://www.multicultural.qld.gov.au/�
http://www.nt.gov.au/dcm/multicultural/�
http://www.omi.wa.gov.au/�
http://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/cdd/multitas�
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Statistics 
 
The following collated data is specific to the subject of multiculturalism from local, national and 
international sources, focusing on the movement of people and communities.  Community  
Profiles are available for the top 75 overseas birthplaces groups in Victoria. 
 
The latest statistics describing migration to Australia are compiled by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, which includes summaries as well as data. 
   
For Australian immigration statistics, see the Dept of Immigration and Citizenship.  
For international refugee statistics, see the United Nations refugee agency, UNHCR. 
   
With almost a quarter of Victorians are born overseas, the Victorian Multicultural Commission  
have compiled population and migration information and identified relevant Victorian census data.  
Further statistical information regarding refugees in Australia can be found at the Refugee  
Review Tribunal website (see under the  “publications”  heading). 
 
 
  

Media 
 
See here for Victoria Government media releases from the Minister for Multicultural Affairs. 
 
For media releases from the Victorian Liberal Party and The Nationals Victoria, type 
'Multiculturalism' in the search boxes.  
 
For media releases about multicultural affairs from the Greens Victoria, browse through Media 
Releases 2008 or past years.  
 
 
This ABC webpage has up to date news relating to multicultural issues. 
 
See also SBS News & SBS Radio webpages. 
 

http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/Web24/vmc.nsf/allDocs/RWP265B1D5592F25D9BCA2572F4000EE71C?OpenDocument�
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=3412.0&viewtitle=Migration,%20Australia~2006-07~Latest~26/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=3412.0&issue=2006-07&num=&view=&�
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=3412.0&viewtitle=Migration,%20Australia~2006-07~Latest~26/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=3412.0&issue=2006-07&num=&view=&�
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=3412.0&viewtitle=Migration,%20Australia~2006-07~Latest~26/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=3412.0&issue=2006-07&num=&view=&�
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/second+level+view?ReadForm&prodno=3412.0&viewtitle=Migration,%20Australia~2006-07~Latest~26/03/2008&&tabname=Past%20Future%20Issues&prodno=3412.0&issue=2006-07&num=&view=&�
http://www.immi.gov.au/media/statistics/index.htm�
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/statistics�
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/web24/vmc.nsf/headingpagesdisplay/population+and+migration�
http://www.mrt-rrt.gov.au/�
http://www.mrt-rrt.gov.au/�
http://www.mrt-rrt.gov.au/�
http://www.mrt-rrt.gov.au/�
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/minister-for-multicultural-affairs/�
http://www.vic.liberal.org.au/default.cfm?action=newsroom�
http://www.vicnats.com/news/Search.aspx?SectionID=2�
http://www.vic.greens.org.au/news�
http://www.abc.net.au/news/tag/multiculturalism/�
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/�
http://www.sbs.com.au/radio/�
http://www.sbs.com.au/radio/�
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This Bills Backgrounder has been prepared by the Reference Service for use by  
Members of the Victorian Parliament. The Service prepares occasional Bills  
Backgrounders for Members of Parliament in anticipation of their requirements.  
While it is intended that all information provided is accurate, it does not represent  
professional legal opinion.  
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