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Explanatory Memorandum 
Statement of Compatibility  
Minister's Second Reading  
 
 
In accordance with normal protocol, the version of referred text agreed between the parties to 
cover these matters is formally tabled in only one state Parliament. This agreement was tabled in 
the South Australian Parliament on 23 September 2008 by the Honourable Karlene Maywald, 
MP, Minister for the River Murray. 
 
 
The bill also refers a limited subject matter amendment power to the commonwealth. In relation 
to this amendment power, Minister Garrett in his second-reading speech of 25 September 2008 
presenting the commonwealth Water Amendment Bill 2008 to the House of Representatives 
noted that the commonwealth government has committed to securing the agreement of the basin 
states before proposing any amendments to the commonwealth Water Act based on these re-
ferred subject matters.  
 
 
Commonwealth Water Act 2007 
Murray-Darling Basin Act 1993 
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Act 1997 
Trade Practices Act 1974 
Legislative Instruments Act 2003 

Comparative legislation 
 
SA Water (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2008  
 
NSW Water (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2008 (as Passed by both Houses) 
 
QLD Water (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2008 (Second Reading adjourned 7/10/08 ) 
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Media 
 
 
Victorian Government Media Releases relating to water issues 
 
Federal Minister for Climate Change and Water Media Releases 
 
 
 

Background Documents 
 
Agreement on Murray-Darling Basin Reform (COAG 2008) 
Since its establishment in 1992, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) has settled and 
signed a number of intergovernmental agreements. The agreements have signified the commit-
ment of jurisdictions to implement decisions that have been either reached or confirmed by 
COAG. In many instances, agreements have been the precursor to the passage of legislation. 
Sometimes this has been Commonwealth legislation, while on other occasions joint Common-
wealth and State and Territory legislation has been enacted.  
 
The Murray-Darling Basin Agreement replaced the earlier River Murray Waters Agreement which 
had been in place since 1915. The Murray-Darling Basin Agreement provides the process and 
substance for the integrated management of the Murray-Darling Basin . The Water Amendment 
Bill 2008 includes the amended Agreement as a Schedule. 
 
Living Murray Initiative  
 
Water for the Future plan (Australian government’s plan for water) and website.  
Penny Wong, Minister for Climate Change and Water, Speech to the 4th Annual Australian Water 
Summit Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre 29-30 April 2008 ‘Water for the Future'. 
 
The Intergovernmental Agreement on a National Water Initiative was signed at the 25 June 2004 
Council of Australian Governments meeting. The Tasmanian Government joined the Agreement 
in June 2005 and the Western Australia Government joined in April 2006. The NWI represents a 
shared commitment by governments to increase the efficiency of Australia's water use, leading to 
greater certainty for investment and productivity, for rural and urban communities, and for the en-
vironment. 
 
The National Water Initiative (NWI) is Australia's enduring blueprint for water reform.Through it, 
governments across Australia have agreed on actions to achieve a more cohesive national ap-
proach to the way Australia manages, measures, plans for, prices, and trades water. 
 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Library, Bills Digest on the Water Amendment Bill 2008 

http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/newmedia.nsf/WebSearch?SearchView&1=Search%7E&Query=(murray-darling+basin)&Start=1&Count=20&SearchOrder=3&SearchWV=TRUE&SearchMax=0&SearchThesaurus=FALSE&SearchType=FullText�
http://www.environment.gov.au/minister/wong/2008/index.html�
http://www.coag.gov.au/coag_meeting_outcomes/2008-07-03/docs/Murray_Darling_IGA.pdf�
http://www.mdbc.gov.au/about/the_mdbc_agreement�
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/mdb/lmi.html�
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/mdb/lmi.html�
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/mdb/lmi.html�
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/mdb/lmi.html�
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/index.html�
http://www.environment.gov.au/minister/wong/2008/pubs/sp20080429.pdf�
http://www.coag.gov.au/coag_meeting_outcomes/2008-07-03/docs/Murray_Darling_IGA.pdf�
http://www.nwc.gov.au/www/html/117-national-water-initiative.asp�
http://www.aph.gov.au/Library/pubs/bd/2008-09/09bd045.pdf�
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This Bills Backgrounder has been prepared by the Reference Service for use by  
Members of the Victorian Parliament. The Service prepares occasional Bills  
Backgrounders for Members of Parliament in anticipation of their requirements.  
While it is intended that all information provided is accurate, it does not represent  
professional legal opinion.  
 
 
Web links in this Bills Backgrounder are live at time of publication, however the  
Parliamentary Library cannot guarantee their ongoing permanency.  They should  
not be considered as complete guides to the particular subject or legislation covered.  
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