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Bills, Acts & Regulations

Sheriff Bill Bill 2008
Explanatory Memorandum and Statement of Compatibility and Minister's Second Reading

Supreme Court Act 1986 (see Sect 114 - 129)

Magistrates’” Court Act 1989 (see Sect 82 and 111 Sheriff's powers & enforcement orders)
Sentencing Act (see Sect 62 fines & warrants issued by Sheriffs)

Crimes Act (see Sect 414 on issuing subpoenas in criminal cases)

Supreme Court (General Civil Procedure) Rules 2005 (see 12.03 for sheriff's interpleader proce-
dures and 12.04 for Sheriff's summons to state claims)

Supreme Court ( Sheriff 's Fees) Regulations 2007

Subordinate Legislation (Supreme Court ( Sheriff 's Fees) Reqgulations 1996 - Extension of Opera-
tion) Regulations 2006

Magistrates' Court (Civil Jurisdiction) (Sheriff 's Fees) Regulations 2001

Supreme Court (General Civil Procedure) Rules 2005

For additional Acts and Regulations referring to the Sheriff, search the Law Today.

History of the Sheriff's Office

The role of the sheriff is historically entrenched as an officer of the Crown, and is recognised in
the laws of Wessex as far back as the eighth century. The word sheriff comes directly from the
Anglo-Saxon word” Scir-gerefa” or “ Shire-reeve”, meaning the bailiff or manager of the shire.
From these beginnings it is perhaps surprising that the office has maintained its relevance under
the modern legal system in Australia and Victoria. In Victoria, the sheriff operates out of the De-
partment of Justice.

NSW Office of the Sheriiff has some historical background here and NSW police here.
SA Sheriff's Office has more history here.

Sheriff's Officers are responsible for actioning warrants in Victoria. Sheriff's Operations employs
150 Sheriff's Officers in these Sheriff's Offices throughout Victoria. They enforce sanctions
against those who do not comply with court orders. Victorian sheriffs execute approximately
515,000 criminal warrants and 10,000 civil warrants annually.

See this Wikipedia entry for more on the history of the Sheriff.
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http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs.nsf/ee665e366dcb6cb0ca256da400837f6b/4628531A68718EB1CA2574DB0027EACC/$FILE/561215bi1.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubPDocs.nsf/ee665e366dcb6cb0ca256da400837f6b/4628531A68718EB1CA2574DB0027EACC/$FILE/561215exi1.pdf�
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=VicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=ASSEMBLY&speech=70798&activity=Statement+of+Compatibility&title=SHERIFF+BILL&date1=9&date2=October&date3=2008&query=true%0a%09and+%28+activity+contains+'Statement+of+Compatibility'+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_3+=+2008+%29%0a%09and+%28+hdate.hdate_2+contains+'October'+%29%0a%09and+%28+house+contains+'ASSEMBLY'�
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=VicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=ASSEMBLY&speech=70798&activity=Second+Reading&title=SHERIFF+BILL&date1=9&date2=October&date3=2008�
http://tex.parliament.vic.gov.au/bin/texhtmlt?form=VicHansard.dumpall&db=hansard91&dodraft=0&house=ASSEMBLY&speech=70798&activity=Second+Reading&title=SHERIFF+BILL&date1=9&date2=October&date3=2008&query=true%0a%09and+%28+data+contains+'sheriff'+%29%0a%09an�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/2184e627479f8392ca256da50082bf3e/70C19B0C130D1153CA257478001B6956/$FILE/86-110a064.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/a12f6f60fbd56800ca256de500201e54/2417966DA5AA5AB3CA2574A500136855/$FILE/89-51a140.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/a12f6f60fbd56800ca256de500201e54/50DD62CBABDE18CCCA257478000942C8/$FILE/91-49a105.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/2184e627479f8392ca256da50082bf3e/5042730F8FEA74FCCA25747900172D19/$FILE/58-6231a200.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/b12e276826f7c27fca256de50022686b/995D2570E7E44F28CA25744700128F58/$FILE/05-148sr012.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/461FB9741DBE1BD7CA257399001975FC/$FILE/07-125sr001.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/8BC7F4B4286AF187CA25720300268767/$FILE/06-131sr001.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/8BC7F4B4286AF187CA25720300268767/$FILE/06-131sr001.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/8BC7F4B4286AF187CA25720300268767/$FILE/06-131sr001.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/8BC7F4B4286AF187CA25720300268767/$FILE/06-131sr001.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/78566BFFCF6BAD3ECA25746C001FA5A3/$FILE/01-67sr010.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/8d7b8bff8129f677ca256da50082e1c7/995D2570E7E44F28CA25744700128F58/$FILE/05-148sr012.pdf�
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/�
http://www.sheriff.nsw.gov.au/lawlink/local_courts/ll_localcourts.nsf/pages/SHO_resp_sheriff_australia�
http://www.policensw.com/info/history/sheriff2.html�
http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/sheriff/index.html�
http://www.fines.vic.gov.au/CA256902000FE154/Lookup/FFF/$file/Sheriff_office_details.pdf�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheriff�

Related Organisation and documents

Details of the Sheriff's Operations are provided on this Department of Justice webpage. For a
Sheriff Officer's profile go here.

The Victorian Government Solicitor's Office also has some useful background to the Sheriff's of-
fice, plus this handy downloadable guide.

The Victorian Government has changed the infringements system, introducing a new initiative
called ‘Fines: Fairer and Firmer'. The initiative includes legislation (The Infringements Act 2006)
to impose new enforcement measures on people with unpaid fines. Under the legislation, the
Sheriff's Office has the power to direct VicRoads to impose registration and licensing sanctions
for unpaid fines. The Sheriff's Office may direct VicRoads to: 1. suspend a driver licence or per-
mit; and/or 2. suspend the registration of a motor vehicle or trailer.

Residential Tenancies Bond Authority

This 2005 Auditor-General's Report includes the results of a special audit examining the Sheriff's
Office enforcement of warrants for the recovery of outstanding fines and fees (see Chapter 3 of
the report).

Victorian Legal Aid provide information on what a Sheriff is able to do once they have entered a
property.

Victorian Law Reform Committee report on Warrant Powers and Procedures and government re-
sponse

See also Victorian Government Media Releases

Sheriffs in Other Jurisdictions

NSW Office of the Sheriff
NT Office of the Sheriff
SA Office of the Sheriff
WA Office of the Sheriff

Overseas
High Sheriffs of England and Wales
Scotland
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http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/Home/Fines+and+Penalties/JUSTICE+-+Sheriffs+Operations�
http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/Home/Fines+and+Penalties/JUSTICE+-+Sheriffs+Brochure�
http://www.vgso.vic.gov.au/resources/publications/pty/thesheriffinvictoria.aspx�
http://www.vgso.vic.gov.au/resources/publications/pty/_documents/The%20Sheriff%20in%20Victoria%20Paper%20Nov%2007%20v3.PDF�
http://www.fines.vic.gov.au/CA2570F400057BC0/HomePage?ReadForm&1=Home%7E&2=%7E&3=%7E�
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/Licensing/LicencesPenalties/SheriffsOfficeSanctions.htm�
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/Licensing/LicencesPenalties/SheriffsOfficeSanctions.htm�
http://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/CA256F2B00224F55/page/Related+Bodies-Residential+Tenancies+Bond+Authority?OpenDocument&1=45-Related+Bodies%7E&2=10-Residential+Tenancies+Bond+Authority%7E&3=%7E�
http://download.audit.vic.gov.au/files/May05_fsa%20report.pdf�
http://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/1794.htm�
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lawreform/inquiries/Warrants/�
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lawreform/inquiries/Warrants/govt%20resp.pdf�
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lawreform/inquiries/Warrants/govt%20resp.pdf�
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lawreform/inquiries/Warrants/govt%20resp.pdf�
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lawreform/inquiries/Warrants/govt%20resp.pdf�
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/newmedia.nsf/WebSearch?SearchView&1=Search%7E&Query=(office+of+the+sheriff)&Start=1&Count=20&SearchOrder=3&SearchWV=TRUE&SearchMax=0&SearchThesaurus=FALSE&SearchType=FullText�
http://www.sheriff.nsw.gov.au/�
http://www.nt.gov.au/ntsc/sheriffs.html�
http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/sheriff/index.html�
http://www.justice.wa.gov.au/S/sheriffsoffice.aspx?uid=6612-0614-6066-8713�
http://www.icac.org.hk/en/home/index.html�
http://www.highsheriffs.com/�
http://www.judicialappointmentsscotland.gov.uk/judicial/files/Office_Sheriff.pdf�
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