
WQBU.



V I C T O R I A .

MINUTES OE THE PEOCEEDINUS

. O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 9 -1 9 0 0 .

WITH COPIES OF THE VARIOUS DOCUMENTS ORDERED
TO BE PRINTED.

13 y "authority':
R O B T . S . B R A IN , G O V E R N M E N T  P R I N T E R , M E L B O U R N E . <0





C O N T E N T S .

Page

M e m b e rs  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  f r o m  1s t  J a n u a r y ,  1899, t o  2 0 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  1900, i n c l u s i v e  . . .  v

I n d e x  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  v i i

P roceedings  on B ills  intro duced  in  t h e  Co u n c i l . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  x x x v

M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  . . .  . . .  . . .  . ..  ...  . . .  . . .  1

S e l e c t  C o m m it te e s  .. .  . . .  ... . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  173

D i v i s i o n s  in  C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  W h o l e  C o u n c i l  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  179

P a p e r  O r d e r e d  t o  b e  P r i n t e d —

A  1. Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill—Free Conference.— Government 
Shorthand W riter’s Notes of the Free Conference held between the M anagers for 
the Legislative Council and for the Legislative Assembly on the subject-m atter of 
the amendments made by the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the 
Legislative Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, in the Factories and Shops 
A cts further Amendment Bill ... ... ... ... ... ... 191

R e p o r t  f r o m  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e — :

1) 1. On the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill ... ... . ..  . . .  . .. 215

P e t i t i o n —

E  1. Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s A ct 1883 further Amendment Bill.—
From the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company, Limited, praying that the 
Council would not pass the Bill, and would refer the same to a Select Committee 
to take the evidence which the petitioner can adduce in opposition to the said 
B ill ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 363





M E M B E R S O F  T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL  D U R IN G  T H E  P E R IO D  FRO M  1 s t  

JA N U A R Y , 1899, TO 20th  F E B R U A R Y , 1900, IN C L U S IV E .

Elected  a t—
D ates

Provinces and  M embers. R em arks.
N om ination. Polling.

of R etire  
m ent.

MELBOURNE PROVINCE:
The Honorables—

Cornelius Job Ham ... 
Robert Reid ... ... 
Sir Arthur Snowden ...

James Service ... ,,,
succeeded by 

' John, Mark Davies

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896 
31 Aug. 1895

1 Sept. 1891 
^  May 1899

30 Dec. 1899

1904
1902
1901

1900 
1900 j

1900 j

Retired by rotation, and le-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. G. S. Ooppin,- 

who retired by rotation.
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. J. Service, 

deceased.
Vacated seat by accepting office of 

Solicitor-General; re-elected,

NORTH YARRA PROVINCE :
The Honorables—
. Nathaniel Levi ... ... 
William Pitt , ... 
Frederick Sheppard Grimwade ...

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896 
1 Sept. 1894

1904
1902
19Q0

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

SOUTH YARRA PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Simon Fraser ... ... .., 
.: Lieut,-Col. Sir Frederick Thomas 

Sargood, K.C.M.G.
George Godfrey ... ... ...

. Edward Miller ... ... .,.

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896

1 Sept. 1894

12 Sept. 1895

1904
1902

1901

1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

Elected in place of Hon. J. M. Davies, 
who retired by rotation,

Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

SOUTHERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Donald Melville ...

Thomas Brunton
Sir Rupert Turner Havelock Clarke, 

Bart.

f  26 Aug. 1898 
1 19 Dec, 1899
28 Aug. 1896 
17 June 1897

19041
1904 j
1902
1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Vacated seat by accepting office of 

Minister of Defence ; re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. Sir W. J, 

Clarke, Bart., deceased.

SOUTH-WESTERN PROVINCE:
' The Honorables—

Sir Henry John Wrixon, K.C.M.G-,
jrx

26 Aug. 1898 1904 Retired by rotation,„and re-elected.

Joseph Henry Connor ... ...
succeeded by 

Thomas Charles Harwood

Sidney Austin ... ...

28 Aug. 1896 

19 July 1899 

1 Sept. 1894

1902

1902

1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

Elected in place of Hon. J. H. Connor, 
deceased.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

NELSON PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Thomas Dowling
Samuel Williamson
William Henry Seville Osmand

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896 
1 Sept. 1894

. . .
1904
1902
1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

WESTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Nathan Thornley 
Agar Wytine 
Samuel Winter Cooke

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug.1896 
1 Sept. 1894 . . .

1904
1902
1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.,

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables— 

Thomas Comrie ... 
Pharez Phillips ...

Joseph Major Pratt 
James Bell

26 Aug. 1898

31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894

10 Sept. 1896
1904
1902

1901
1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. D. E.

McBryde, who retired by rotation. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.



M em bers o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l— continued.

Provinces and Members.
Elected a t—

Dates
Rem arks.

N omination. Polling.
of R etire­

m ent.

NORTHERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Joseph Henry Abbott 
William Irving Winter-Irving 
George Simmie ...
Joseph Sternberg

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896 
31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894

...
1904
1902
1901
1900

-Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

WELLINGTON PROVINCE:
The Honorables—

John Young McDonald ...

Sir Henry Cuthbert, K.C.M.G., Q.C. 
Edward Morey ...
David Ham

26 Aug. 1898

28 Aug. 1896 
31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894

...

1904

1902
1901
1900

Elected in place of Hon. T. D. Wanliss, 
who retired by rotation.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Dr. William Henry Embling
Nicholas FitzG erald
Sir William Austin Zeal, K.C.M.G.

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896 
1 Sept. 1894

...
1904
1902
1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 

Re-elected President, 4th October, 
1894.

NORTH-EASTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables— 

Frederick Brown

John Alston Wallace 
Arthur Otto Sachse

26 Aug. 1898

28 Aug. 1896 
1 Sept. 1894

... 1904

1902
1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Re-appointed Chairman of Committees, 

6 th September, 1898.
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

GIPPSLAND PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Edward Jolley Crooke 
William McCulloch 
Joseph Hoddinott

William Pearson

26 Aug. 1898 
28 Aug. 1896

18 Sept. 1896

18 Nov. 1898

1904
1902
1901

1900

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. C. Sargeant, 

resigned.
Elected in place of Hon. G. Davis, 

deceased.

SOUTH-EASTERN PROVINCE :
t The Honorables—

William Knox ...

James Balfour ...
James Callender Campbell

26 Aug. 1898

28 Aug. 1896 
19 June 1895 ...

1904

1902
1900

Elected in place of Hon. J. Buchanan, 
who retired by rotation.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. Dr. Dobson, 

deceased.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Parliaments.

Legislative Council,
Melbourne, 20th February, 1900.
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1899 - 1900 .

LEGI SLATI VE.  COUNCI L OF VI CTORI A.

THIRD SESSION

- O F T H E

SEVENTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

I N D E X .

N o t e s —(1) For details as to the Proceedings on Bills, subsequent to their initiation, see pages x x x v  to xlviii.
(2) To facilitate reference to any Paper ordered to be printed, the Cypher (as A 1) at the bottom o f the 

title-page o f each Paper is shown in this Index.

A B A TTO IR S. See “ Meat Supervision.”
Aborigines—Thirty-fifth Report of the Board for the Protection of the : 

Presented (No. 59)
Accounts, Public. See u Audit Act 1890.”
Addresses—

To Her Majesty the Queen —
Praying for the establishment of an Australian Commonwealth ... 

Motion for concurring therein with the Legislative 
Assembly (Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert) ...

Debated and agreed to 
Reply thereto

To His Excellency the Governor (Lord Brassey, K.C.B., &c., &c., &c.) — 
In reply to Speech on Opening of Parliament 

His Excellency’s answer thereto reported 
Requesting His Excellency to transmit to the Principal Secretary 

of State for the Colonies, for presentation to the Queen, an 
Address praying for the establishment of an Australian 
Commonwealth

Motion for concurring therein with the Legislative 
Assembly (Hon. Sir H . Cuthbert) •••

Agreed to'
Governor’s answer thereto reported ...

And see “ South Africa.”
Administration of Justice. See “ Law Reform.”
Advances to Water Trusts Relief. See “ W ater Supply Advances.”  
Advertisements. See “ Indecent.” ?
Agricultural Conferences. See under “ Australian Products.”
Agricultural Education—Accounts of the Trustees of Agricultural Colleges 

and the Council of : Presented—
From 1st July , 1898, to 31st December, 1898 (No. 19)
From 1st January, 1899, to 30th June, 1899 (No. 60) 

A p p ro p r ia tio n  Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. J. M. 
Davies) :  Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings 
Arapiles Shire and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and Water Supply Trust 

Application of Municipal Funds : Presented ...
Ararat Land Resumption Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon.

.................. W. MeCulloch): Initiated
Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... •••

M inutes of -d Printed 
Proceedings § Papers.

Papers 
presented to 
Parliament.

Vol. 1. Vol. 2.

Page. r w . Page. Page.

82 . . . . . . 1037

34r-5

38
38
91

14
18

35, 38

38
38
43

18 1363
79 . . . 1049

147
154, 170

13

45
S I «  1



Arbitration. See “ Unemployed.”
Assent to Bills

And see “ Messages from His Excellency the Governor” and 
“ Messages from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.” 

Astronomer, Government. See “ Observatory.”
Audit Act 1890 — Addition to General Eegulations respecting Public 

Accounts : Presented 
Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment B ill—Brought from the 

Legislative Assembly (Hon. S ir  H . Cuthbert) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1896 and the Australasian Federation 
Enabling A ct 1899 : Presented—

Copy of the Certificate of the Result of the Poll taken in 
Victoria on the 27th day of July, 189966 

Regulations ... ... ... ...
Australasian Statistics for the year 1897 : Presented (No. 7)
Australian Commonwealth. See “ Commonwealth of Australia.”
Australian Products : Presented—

Report on Direct Trade with Manchester, by the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, 
M .P., Minister of Agriculture (No. 61)

Central Depdt.—Report on a proposed Central Depdt, for the reception 
of Australian Products, to be erected in London.— To the Colonies 
represented at the Agricultural Conferences held in Melbourne and 
Hobart in 1899.—By the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, the Chairman of 
the Conference (No. 64) ...

Report on the B utter Trade, by the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, M .P., 
Minister of Agriculture (No. 65)

Report on the Fresh, Canned, and Dried Fruit and Tinned Meat 
Trades, by the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, M .P., Minister of 
Agriculture (No. 63)

And see “  Exhibition, Greater Britain ” and “ Refrigerating Stores.”

B A IL IW IC K S  Boundaries Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon. J. M. Davies')'. Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
Ballot of Bonds. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”
Bank Holidays. See “ Public and Bank Holidays.”
Bank Liabilities and Assets— Summary of Sworn Returns : Presented—

For the quarter ended 30th September, 1898 (No. 35)
For the quarter ended 31st December, 1898 (No. 38)
For the quarter ended 31st March, 1899 (No. 42)
For the quarter ended 30th June, 1899 (No. 58) ...
For the quarter ended 30th September, 1899 (No. 78)

Barmah and Gunbower Redgum Forests. See ' ‘ State Forests and Timber 
Reserves.”

Beet Sugar Industry at Maffra—Reports, &c., on the : Presented (No. 56) ... 
Best, Hon. R. W., M.L.A.— Report by. See “ Unemployed.”
Bill— Correction reported in
Bingham, Colonel. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”
Borung Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply 

Trust—Application of Municipal Funds : Presented ...
British New Guinea. See “ New Guinea.”
Butter Trade. See “ Australian Products.”

C A D ET Corps. See “ Volunteer Cadet Corps.”
Canned Fruit. See “ Australian Products.”
Central Bailiwick. See “ Bailiwicks.”
Central Depot-. See “ Australian Products.”
Central Wine Depot. See “ Australian Products ”  and 

Stores.”
Chairman of Committees. See under “ Council.”
Charitable Institutions—Report of Inspector for the year ended 30th June, 

1899: Presented (No. 54)
Charities. See “ Hospitals and Charities.”
Chiltern and Stanley Forests. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”

“ Refrigerating

M inutes of "g Printed 
Proceedings os Papers.

Page.

169,170

53

21
23-4, 26

33 
33, 37 

18

79

79

82

163
163

32
41
47
75
169

71

87

13,71

77

Page.

Papers 
presented to 
Parliam ent.

Vol. 1. 
Page.

241

Vol. 2. 
Page.

1057

1075

1089

1069

467
591
631

1033
1341

963

o See Paper C 11 of the Legislative Assembly, Session 1899-1900.



M inutes of 'g P rinted 
Proceedings =a Papers.

Clerk of the Parliaments. See under “ Council/’
Commonwealth of Australia—

Jo in t Address to H er M ajesty the Queen, praying for the establish­
ment of an Australian Commonwealth

Reply from the R ight Honorablo the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies

And see “ Addresses to His Excellency the G overnor” and 
“ Messages from the Legislative Assembly.”

Companies A ct 1890—Summary of Statements for year 1898 made by 
Companies transacting Life Assurance business in Victoria : 
Presented a

Companies A ct 1890 Amendment. See “ Life Assurance Companies.” 
Companies A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. J. M. Davies) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings

Companies A ct 1896 : Presented—
Rules under P art V II . of the ...
Rules under Division V II. of the 

Companies (Rules and Orders) Bill (Hon. J. M. Davies) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Compensation to Workmen. See “ Workmen’s Compensation.”
Conciliation and Arbitration. See “ U nem ployed/’
Conference—

Motion for a Free Conference with the Legislative Assembly on the 
subject-matter of the amendments made by the Legislative Council 
and disagreed with by the Legislative Assembly, or agreed to with 
amendments, in the Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment 
Bill (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T. Sargood)—Agreed to ...

Managers appointed ...
M anager discharged from attendance 
M anager appointed, in place of Member discharged 

Message from the Assembly acquainting the Council that they have 
appointed seven Members to confer with a like number of Members 
of the Council on the subject-matter of the amendments made by 
the Council and disagreed with by the Assembly, or agreed to with 
amendments, in the Factories and Shops Acts further Amend­
ment Bill, and naming the South Library as the place and Wednes­
day the 7th February instant, at a quarter to five o'clock in the 
afternoon, as the time of meeting of the said Conference 

Managers proceed to the Conference
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood reports results of the 

Conference 
Report considered 

Government Shorthand W riter’s Notes on (A 1)
Congregational College Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. 

Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. Sargood) : Initiated ...
Subsequent proceedings 

Connor, Hon. J .  H., M.L.C., Death of, announced ••• • ••
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. S ir  H . Cuthbert) : Initiated ...
Subsequent proceedings ••• ••• _

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon. S ir  H . Cuthbert) : Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings ... ••• . .
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. S ir H . Cuthbert) : Initiated ... •••
Subsequent proceedings ••• ••• _ . •••

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon. S ir  H. Cuthbert) : Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings ••• . . ***
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5 )—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. J .  Balfour) : Initiated
Subsequent proceedings ••• ••• . . *** *"

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 6 )—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon. J. M. Davies) : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ Appropriation B ill.”

Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890, The—P art IX . Temporary Appoint­
ments under. See under “ Parliament.” ____________

Page.

34-5, 37-8 

91
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Minutes of 1  Printed 
Proceedings Papers.

Constitution Act, Amendment of The—Motion : “ That the question of the 
proper procedure to be observed in dealing with Bills which 
amend The Constitution Act, or which amend Acts amending that 
Act, and the question raised on the third reading of the Plural 
Voting Abolition Bill, last Session, as to whether that Bill came 
within the meaning of section 60 of The Constitution Act, be 
referred to the Standing Orders Committee for consideration and 
report ” (Hon. Sir A. Snowden)

Agreed to
And see “ Plural Voting Abolition ” and “ Women’s Suffrage.” 

Constitution Statute—Statement of Expenditure under Schedule U to Act 18 
& 19 Viet., cap. oo, during the year 1898-9 : Presented (No. 55) 

Co-operative Coupon Company. See under “ Petitions ” and “ Trading 
Coupons.”

Co-operative Works. See “ Unemployed.”
Coroner’s Court. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”
Council—

Act—Lieutenant-Governor assents to Appropriation and other Bills at 
Parliament House ...

Assent to other Bills announced. See “ Messages from His 
Excellency the Governor ” and “ Messages frdm His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.-”

Adjournment

“ The subject of the 

subject of the recent

Adjournment Motions—Under Standing Order No. 53, requiring 
Member to state the subject he proposes to speak to—put and 
negatived :—

{Hon. S ir H. J. Wrixon)—namely, 
powers of the Coroner’s Court ”

{Hon. D. Melville)^—namely, “ The 
prosecution of Joseph F lanagan”

{Hon. N . Thornley) —namely, “ The subject of Proportional 
Voting in Elections for the Senate under the Common­
wealth Constitution B ill” ...

{Hon. Lieut-Col. S ir  F. T. Sargood)—namely, “ The subject 
of the statement made by the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General at the end of last Session in reference to certain 
correspondence between the Right Honorable the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and Sir Thomas 
Sutherland relative to the Immigration Restriction Bill ” 

{Hon. Lieut.-Col, S ir F. T. Sargood)— namely, “ The subject 
of the Government making some provision for Mr. Robert 
R ussell”

{Hon. G. Godfrey)— namely, “ The subject of the legality of 
the action of the Government in suspending the pro­
visions of Act No. 1481 relating to the ballot of bonds ” 

{Hon. A . 0. Sachse)—namely, “ The subject of the offer  ̂of 
the Union Steam-ship Company to place the Monowai at 
the disposal of Members of Parliament on the occasion 
of the departure of the Victorian Military Contingent for 
South Africa” ...

{Hon. F. S. Grimwade)—namely, “ The subject of the reply of 
the Honorable the Solicitor-General to a question respect­
ing the invitation of the Union Steam-ship Company 

{Hon. Dr. W. H. Embling)— namely, “ The subject of the 
position of Colonel Bingham in the Defence Force ” 

{Hon. J. H. Abbott)— namely, “ The subject of the Second 
Victorian Military Contingent”

{Hon. W. I. Winter-Irving)—namely, “ The subject of the 
reply of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to a question 
respecting expressions of disloyalty to the Crown by 
public servants ”

23
23

169, 170

15, 24, 29, 
32, 39, 46, 
52, 59, 64, 
66, 70, 74, 
78, 80, 86, 
89, 92, 94, 

99, 101, 
108, 116, 
119, 125, 
134, 138, 
140, 144, 
145, 166

23

23

28

33

69

75

83

87

92

104

Piige

Papers 
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Vol. 1. Vol. 2. 
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959



Council—continued.
Adjournment Motions—continued.

Under Standing Order No. 53, requiring Member to state the
subject he proposes to speak to :—

{lion. D. Melville')—namely, “ The subject of the Queen’s 
Regulation respecting the retaining of the title of ‘ Honor­
able ’ by ex-Members of the Legislative Council”

Question— That the House do now adjourn— 
Debated

Amendment . proposed—That the words 
“ until a quarter to eight o'clock this
day ” be added to the motion {Hon.
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood)

Agreed to 
Original motion, as amended, agreed to 

Business—Days and Hours of meeting appointed ...
Government 
Private Members’
Additional day of

Hour of meeting altered ...

Chairman of Committees (The Hon. F. Brown)—Chosen to 
temporarily the office of President ...

Clerk of the Parliaments and Clerk of the Legislative Council (George 
Henry Jenkins, C.M .G.)—

Reads Proclamation fixing the time for holding the Third 
Session of the Seventeenth Parliament 

Announces absence of the President ... ...

Lays Papers on the Table, pursuant to the directions of ̂  
several Acts of Parliament

{

Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings a Papers.

Reads Addresses 
Reads Petitions 
Receives Appropriation Bill from the Speaker of the Legis­

lative Assembly ... •••
Reads Royal Assent to Bills ...
Reports correction in Bill

Committees, Select, appointed— ,
Address in Reply to the Opening Speech of His Excellency the

Governor 
Standing Orders...
Parliament Buildings (Joint) ••• •••
Library (Joint) ...
Refreshment Rooms (Joint)
Printing ... ••• *"
Elections and Qualifications 
Trading Coupons Abolition Bill

Report (D 1) ••• ••• . .••• *'• „
And see “ Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways.

Days of Business. See “ Council—Business.

Divisions-— • - ,. *
On the Hon. W. McCulloch's motion for the second reading ot

the Plural Voting Abolition Bill ••• „ "*
On the Hon. W. McCulloch’s motion for the second reading ot the

Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill ••• •••
I On the Hon. W. McCulloch’s motion for the second reading of the
1 ! _ Women’s Suffrage Bill

92

92

92 
92 
92 
19 

19,129 
19, 129 
134, 144 
129, 134, 
138, 140, 
144, 145, 

166

73

1
73

13, 18, 23, 
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37, 41, 43, 
47, 49, 53, 
61, 65, 67, 
71, 75, 77, 
79, 82, 87, 
95,99,104,
109, 117, 
127, 137, 
142, 169
14, 34, 35 
41, 45, 65,

79, 117

170
170
87

14
19
20 

20, 104
20 
20 
25 

78, 104 
107

41

54



Minutes of ■§ Printed 
Proceedings «s Papers.

Papers 
presented to 
Parliament,

Vol. 1. Vol. 2.

Council—continued. Page. Page. Page. Page.

Divisions—continued.
On the Hon. D. Melville’s motion for the adjournment of the 

debate on the second reading of the Workmen’s Compensation
77Bill

On the Hon. R. Reid’s amendment to put off the second reading
of the Immigration Restriction Bill until “ this day six
months ” 111

On the Hon. S. W. Cooke’s amendment to commit the Melbourne
Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883 further Amend­
ment Bill “ to a Select Committee” 138

Division List—Error in, ordered to be corrected ... 113
Governor—

Approach of His Excellency the, announced ... 2
Commands Usher to desire attendance of the Legislative Assembly 2
Speech of, on Opening of Parliament 2-3

Reported 14
Motion for Address in Reply {Hon. J. M. Davies) 14
Committee appointed to prepare Address 14
Address brought up ... 14

Motion : “ That the Council agree with the Committee
in the said Address ” {Hon. J . M. Davies) 14

Debated and agreed to 14
Ordered to he presented to His Excellency
Address presented, and His Excellency’s reply reported

14
18

And see “ Messages from His Excellency the Governor.”
Lieutenant-Governor—

170Approach of His Excellency the, announced ...
Commands Usher to desire attendance of the Legislative Assembly 170
Gives Royal Assent to Appropriation and other Bills at Parliament

169,170House
Speech of, on Prorogation of Parliament 170-1
And see “ Messages from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.”

Members, Decease of—The President announces the decease of the
Hons. J .  Service and J .  H. Connor 12-13

M otion: “ That this House desires to place on record its deep
sense of the loss which it has sustained through the
death of the Honorable Jam es Service. The high
character which distinguished him as a Minister of the
Crown and Member of Parliament during the whole of
his long and useful political career, his devoted labours
in Parliament and in the great offices of State, and the
valuable services rendered by him to this colony caused
him to be regarded by all classes of the community with
honour and respect. His death is most deeply deplored,
by none more than by this Council, whose deliberations
were so greatly aided by his long experience and matured

20wisdom ” {Hon. S ir H. Cuthbert)
Debated and agreed to 20

Members, Declarations of—delivered to the Clerk by—
The Hons, the President, J .  H. Abbott, S. Austin, J .  Balfour,

F. Brown, T. Brunton, J .  C. Campbell, Sir R. T. H. Clarke,
Bart., S. W. Cooke, E. J .  Crooke, Sir H. Cuthbert,
T. Dowling, Dr. W. H . Embling, N. FitzGerald, S. Fraser,
G. Godfrey, F. S. Grimwade, C. J .  Ham, D. Ham, W. Knox,
N. Levi, W. McCulloch, J .  Y. McDonald, E. Miller, E. Morey,
W. II. S. Osmand, W. Pearson, P. Phillips, W. P itt, R. Reid,
A. 0 . Sachse, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, G. Simmie, Sir
A. Snowden, N. Thornley, J .  A. Wallace, S. Williamson,
W. I. Winter-Irving, Sir H . J .  Wrixon, and A. Wynne 3-12

The Hons. J .  Bell, T. Comrie, J .  M. P ra tt, and J .  Sternberg ... 17-18
The Hon. D. Melville 8-9, 103
The Hon. J .  M. Davies 13, 103
The Hons. J. Hoddinott and T. C. Harwood ... 31

Members, New, introduced and sworn—
The Hon. J .  M. Davies ... 13, 103
The Hon. T . C. Harwood 31
The Hon. D. Melville 103

Order of the Council rescinded
f

159
47,55,72,74,

Orders of the Day discharged ... ... ... ... -j 78, 86, 96, 
96, 111, 144



Council—continued.
President (The Hon. Sir William Austin Zeal, K.C.M.G-.)—

Absence of
Announces issue of Writs

Returns to Writs 
Reports His Excellency the Governor’s Speech on Opening of 

Parliament
Answer to Address in reply to Speech on Opening of Parlia­

ment ...
Lays upon the Table his Warrant appointing the Committee of 

Elections aud Qualifications 
Informs the Council of the decease of the Hons. J .  Service and 

J .  H. Connor
Reports His Excellency the Governor’s Reply to the Joint 

Address relating to the establishment of an Australian 
Commonwealth ... ... ...

Informs the Council that he had received from Mr. Louis Horwitz 
a complete copy of Horwitz’s Victorian Statutes for the use 
of Honorable Members 

Directs error in Division List to be corrected 
Resolution rescinded ...
Royal Assent to Bills. See “ Assent to Bills.”
Select Committees. See “ Council—Committees, Select.'”
Sessional Orders

Suspended
Standing Orders relating to Private Bills suspended 
W rits of Election—

Issue of W rit for Member for Melbourne Province, announced ...
Return thereto, announced 

Issue of W rit for Member for South-Western Province, announced 
Return thereto, announced 

Issue of Writ for Member for Southern Province, announced 
Return thereto, announced

Council of Defence.

Minutes ef Printed 
Proceedings « Papers.

Council of Judges.
See “ Defence.”

 _________  See “ Supreme Court Act 1890.” '
Counsel—Power to hear. See under “ Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.” 
Country Fire Brigades Board. See “ Fire Brigades Acts.”
Coupons (Trading) Abolition. See “ Trading Coupons.”
Cremation Bill {Hon. F. S. Grimwade) : Initiated ... •••

Subsequent proceedings 
Crimes Acts Amendment Bill {Hon. S ir H, Cuthbert') : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ Indecent.”

Crown—Disloyalty to the. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.” 
Crown Lauds. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Customs Act 1890—Schedules 1 and 2 to Drawback Regulations Amended : 

Presented ... •••
Customs and Excise Duties Act 1890 : Presented

Alteration of Regulations relating to the Sale of Tobacco, Cigars, and
Snuff ... ... ••• ••• ***

Surgical Appliances or Instruments—Adjustable Fountain Spittoons
(Dentists*)

Minor Articles—
Wire Springs for attaching Metal Covers to ordinary Jugs 
Cards “ Sambo,” for making Necktie Bows ... • •• •••
Metal Ornaments, commonly known in the trade as “ Shoe Slides 

or S tars” ...
Shoe Counters (paper)
Steel Hubs ... ••• ••• — •••
Leather Trouser Bindings, in lengths of about 36 yards
Wood Shanks ...

Customs and Excise Duties Act 1895 : Presented—
Minor Articles—Push Pieces ...
Surgical Appliances or Instruments—

“ Tallerman Hot Air Apparatus” for Gout, Rheumatism, &c. 
Cauteries ... ••• ••• ••• >

Cyanide Patent Rights Purchase Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
{Hon. J . M. Davies) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ••• |
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1 3 .2 5 .1 0 3
1 3 .3 1 .1 0 3

14

18

25

12-13

43

101
113
159

19
129
133

13.103
13.103  

25 
31

103
103

44
5 8 ,6 9

91
111

26

26

26

26
67

67
99
99

142
142

26

26
43

164 
164, 165, 

166

Page.

Papers 
presented to  
Parliament.

Vol. 1.
Page.

Vol. 2. 
Page.



Minutes of *§ Printed 
Proceedings a Papers.

DAIRYING- Companies Bill. See “ Companies Act 1890 further Amend­
ment Bill.”

Defence—Report of the Council of: Presented (No. 39)...
And see under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”

Defences and Discipline Act 1890. See “ Victorian Military Forces,” 
“ Victorian Naval Forces,” “ Victorian Naval and Military 
Forces,” and “ Volunteer Cadet Corps.”

Delatite Forests. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Dental Board of Victoria.—Regulations : Presented 
Depot, Central. See under u Australian Products.”
Deputy Registrar-General. See “ Evidence.”
Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies—Intimating that he 

had laid before the Queen the Joint Address from the Legislative 
Council and Legislative Assembly praying that Her Majesty would 
cause to be introduced into Parliament a measure for passing into 
law the Federal Constitution of an Australian Commonwealth, and 
that Her Majesty was pleased to receive the Address very 
graciously, and further that, upon the receipt of similar Addresses 
from the Legislatures of the other Colonies proposing to join in 
Federal Union, the matter would receive the immediate attention 
of Her Majesty’s Government : Presented 

And see “ Addresses.”
Dimboola Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and Water 

Supply Trust— Application of Municipal Funds : Presented 
Direct Trade with Manchester. See “ Australian Products.”
Disloyalty to the Crown. See under “ Council— Adjournment Motions.” 
Division List—Error in, ordered to be corrected 
Dried Fruit. See “ Australian Products.”
Drunkards. See “ Habitual Drunkards.”

E A ST E R N  Bailiwick. See u Bailiwicks.”
Education—Report of the Minister of Public Instruction for the year 

1898-9 : Presented (No. 21)
And see “ Agricultural Education ” and “ Technical Education.”

Education Act 1890—Alteration of Regulations : Presented
Education Act 1890 and Teachers Act 1893— Alteration of Regulations: 

Presented
Elections and Qualifications Committee appointed
Electric Light and Power Act 1896—Report respecting applications and pro­

ceedings under the, for the year 1898 : Presented (No. 46)
Employers and Employes. See “ Workmen’s Compensation.”
Error in Bill reported
Error in Division List ordered to be corrected ... ... ...
Evidence Law Amendment Bill {Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... j
Exhibition, Greater Britain, at London, 1899—Progress Report of the Com­

missioners for Victoria, to the Right Hon. the Premier : Presented 
(No. 66) .... ... ... ... ...

Exhibition Trustees—Report of Proceedings and Statement of Income and 
Expenditure for. the year ended 30th June, 1899 : , Presented 
(No. 62) .......................................

Explosives Act 1890 : Presented—
Report of the Chief Inspector of Explosives to the Honorable the Com­

missioner for Trade and Customs on the working of the, during the 
year 1898 (No. 41)

Keeping of Explosives.—Alteration of Regulations 
Addition to L ist of Explosives authorized for Importation into and 

Manufacture in Victoria—
Nitro-Compounds ...   ... ... ...
Ammunition

Keeping of Explosives.—Additional . Regulation.—Manufacture or 
keeping, &c., of Fireworks 

Definition and Classification of 'Explosive's Amended.—Rendite

47
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Minutes o£ Printed 
Proceedings <s Papers.

F A C T O R IE S  and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly ( Hon. J, M. Davies): Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings

And see “ Conference ” and “ Petitions/’
Factories, Work-rooms, and Shops—Report of the Chief Inspector of, for 

the year ended 31st December, 1898 : Presented (No. 27)
Farm Settlements. See “ Unemployed.”
Federation. See “ Australasian Federation” and “ Commonwealth of 

Australia.”
Fire Brigades Acts : Presented—

Country Fire Brigades Board—Deport of the, for the year ended 31st 
December, 1898, together with Statement of Receipts and E x ­
penditure and Assets and Liabilities for that period 

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board—
Report for the year ended 31st December, 1898
Alteration of Regulations 

Fisheries Act 1890 : Presented—
Close Season— Wombat Creek, Parish of Wombat 
Close Season in the Wombat Creek
Notice of Intention regarding Fishing in the Bar won River 

Fisheries A cts—Notice of Proclamations under the Fisheries Acts to be 
revoked, and Proclamations to be made under the Fisheries Act 
1890 relating to the Merri River, Lady Bay, and Hopkins River, 
near W arrnambool: Presented 

Flanagan, Joseph. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”
Forest Reserves. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Free Conference. See “ Conference.”
Freezing Company’s Land Leasing. See “ Moorpanyal.”
Fresh Fruit. See “ Australian Products.”
Friendly Societies : Presented—

Twentieth Annual Report on—Report of the Actuary for Friendly 
Societies for the year 1897, to which are appended the Valuations, 
Contributions and Benefits, Statistics of Friendly Societies, &c.
(No. 1) ... ... ... ... ....................

Report of the Registrar of, for the year 1-898 (No. 43)
Twenty-first Annual Report on—Report of the Actuary for Friendly 

Societies for the year 1898, to which are appended the Valuations, 
Contributions and Benefits, Statistics of Friendly Societies, &c. 
(No. 26)

And see “ Trade Unions.”
Fruit.; See “ Australian Products.”

GAOLS. See “ Penal Establishments and Gaols/’
G-eelong Mechanics’ Institute Bill— Brought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. S ir II. J. Wrixon): Initiated
Subsequent proceedings ... ••• ••• j

Geelong Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland Bill- Drought fiom the
Legislative Assembly {Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert) : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings ... •••
Genoa River Forests. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Government Astronomer. See “ Observatory. . . .
Government Three per cent. Stock Bill—Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. S ir II. Cuthbert): Initiated ...
Subsequent proceedings _ ... ...

Grazing Lands. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
G rea ter  B r ita in  E x h ib it io n . See “ E x h ib it io n , G rea ter  B r ita in .”
Gunbower Redgum Forest. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”

H A B IT U A L  Drunkards—Report of the Board appointed to inquire into the 
Question of the Treatment of, with Appendices and Synopsis of 
Evidence : Presented (No. 49)
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19
19

26
67
99

67

19
37

117

27
4o, oO, o7, 

67

47 
50-1, 61

85-6 
88-9, 95

Papers 
presented to 
Parliament.

Vol. 1. Vol. 2. 
Page. Page.

... 147

1
.. 635

15



Hamilton Mechanics’ Institute Site Bill— Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly {Hon, D. Melville): Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly {Hon. IV. McCulloch): Initiated
Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... j
And see “ Petitions.”

Holidays. See “ Public and Banl< Holidays.”
“ Honorable,” T itle of. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”
Horw itz’s Victorian Statutes—Copy of, presented to the Council by Mr. 

Louis Horwitz ...
Hospitals and Charities Act 1890 Amendment Bill {Hon. J. M. Davies): 

Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Hospitals for the Insane—Report of the Inspector of Lunatic Asylums for the 
year ended 31st December, 1898 : Presented (No. 29) ...

IM M IG R A T IO N  Restriction Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
{Hon. S ir H. Cutlibert): Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ...
And see under “ Council—Adjournment M otions” and 

“ Petitions.”
Improved Farm Settlements. See “ Unemployed.”
Income Tax Acts— Regulations: Presented
Income Tax Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon. D. Melville): 

Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly {Hon. D, Melville): Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ••• •••

And see “ Petitions.”
Inebriates. See “ Habitual Drunkards.”
Infant Life Protection Act 1890 Amendment Bill {lion. S ir II. Cuthbert): 

Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Injuries to Workmen. See “ Workmen’s Compensation.”
Insane. See “ Hospitals for the Insane.”
Irrigation and W ater Supply Trusts. See under “ W ater Act 1890.”

JU D G E S , Council of. See “ Supreme Court Act 1890.” 
Justice, Administration of. See “ Law Reform.”

K E R A N G  Showr Yards Sale Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
{Hon. J. Bell) : Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings 
Kerang South Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust. See under “ W ater 

Act 1890.”

LA N D  Act 1890— Section 85.— Schedule of Swamp Leases containing 
Special Conditions : Presented 

Land A ct 1890, Part I . : Presented—
Alteration of Regulations. — Chapter V. and Schedule 70 
Alteration of Regulations.— Chapters X I., X III .,  and Schedule 71 
Additional Regulation.— Chapter XI.
Alteration of Regulations.— Chapter X II I.

Land Act 1898, P art I I I .—Acquisition of Laud for the Purpose of Closer 
Settlement.— Copy of a Provisional Contract made by the Minister 
of Lands on behalf of the Board of Land and V orlcs vritk John 
James Johnson, flames Lionel Johnson, and Jam es Cooper 
Stewart, executors and trustees of the estate of Ann Nicholas, 
wridow, deceased, dated the 25th day of January, 1900, for the 
purchase of the Wan do Vale Estate for the purpose of closer 
settlement ; together vdtli a Statement giving the particulars pre­
scribed by Section 155 of the Land Act 1898 in respect of the 
land included in the said Provisional Contract : Presented 

And see “ Wando Vale.”
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Land Acts and the W attles Act 1890—Report of Proceedings taken under 
the provisions of the, during the year ending 31st December, 1898 : 
Presented (No. 9)

Land Acts further Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon, D. Melville) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings
Land Acts : Presented—

Alteration of Regulations under the Mallee Lands Act 1896 ... 
Alteration of Regulations under the Mallee Lands Act 1896 ... 
Regulations under the 
Alteration of Regulations under the 

Land Resumption. See “ Unemployed ” and “ Wando Vale.”
Land Selection at Mount Maced on : Presented—

Report by His Honour Sir Hartley Williams, Judge of the Supreme 
Court, in pursuance of a Commission issued by His Excellency the 
Governor on 8th May, 1899, directing an Inquiry into certain 
matters with regard to 

Commission, Report, and Evidence (No. 33)
Land Settlement. See “ Land Act 1898/’ “ Settlement on Lands Act 1893,” 

and “ Unemployed.”
Land Subdivision. See “ Unemployed.”
Lands, Grazing. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Law Reform—Report of Royal Commission for inquiring as to the means of 

avoiding unnecessary delay and expense, and of making Improve­
ments in the Administration of Justice and in the working of the 
L aw ; together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices : 
Presented (No. 15)

Library Committee (Joint) appointed ...
The Hon. D. Melville appointed a Member ... ...

Licences Validating Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. J. M. 
Davies) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings 
Life Assurance Business. See “ Companies Act 1890.”
Life Assurance Companies Amendment Bill (Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert) : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
Loans. See “ Railway and Public Works Loan,” “ Railway Loan,”- and 

“ Water Supply Loans.”
Local Government A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill (No. 1)—Brought 

from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. J. H. Abbott) : Initiated ... 
Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ Petitions.”

Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment Bill (No. 2)—Brought from 
the Legislative Assembly (Hon. D. Melville') : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ Municipal Valuations Bill.”

London Exhibition. See “ Exhibition, Greater Britain.”
Lunatic Asylums. See “ Hospitals for the Insane.”

“ Beet Sugar.”

M ACEDON, See “ Land Selection at Mount Macedon ” and “ Water Act 
1890—Waterworks Trusts.”

Maffra Beet Sugar Industry. See 
Mallee Lands. See tinder “ Land Acts.
Manchester— Direct Trade with. See “ Australian Products.”
Mansfield Waterworks Trust. See under “ W ater Act 1890.”
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. W. McCulloch) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings

Marine A ct 1890: Presented—
Amended Regulations relating to Pilots and Pilotage 
Equipment of Ships with Life-saving Appliances—Amended Regulations
Ports in Victoria—

Additional Regulation.—Navigation of South Channel, Port Phillip 
Additional Regulation.—Navigation of South Channel, Port Phillip 
Additional Regulation.—Port of Port Phillip ...
Additional Regulations 

Amended Regulations for the Adjustment of Compasses 
Marine Act 1897 and the Merchant Shipping Act 1894—Forms for use«under 

the: Presented ...

Minutes of "g Printed 
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Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings § Papers.

Marine Acts—Additional and Amended Regulations for the Licensing of 
B oats and Boatmen and the Equipment of Boats : Presented 

Marine Board of Victoria — Statement of Receipts and Disbursements of the, on 
Pilotage Account from the -1st January to 31st December, 1898: 

; Presented
Meat Supervision Bill {Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert): Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings

j And see ei Petitions.” . >
Meat, Tinned. See Australian Products.’*
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works : Presented—

Statements of Accounts and Balance-sheet, together with Schedule of 
Contracts for year ended 30th June, 1898 

: Statements of Accounts and Balance-sheet, together with Schedule of
i : Contracts for year ended 30th June, 1899 

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act 1890 further Amendment 
Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon. D. Melville)'. 
Initiated

; > Subsequent proceedings
And see “ Petitions.”

Melbourne Five Brigade. See under “ Fire Brigades A c ts /’
Melbourne Province, Representation of—

I Issue of a W rit for the election of a Member in the place of the Hon. 
J . Service, deceased, announced 

Return to W rit announced
The Hon. J .  M. Davies introduced and sworn 

Issue of a W rit for the election of a Member in the place of the Hon. 
J . M. Davies, who had accepted an office of profit under the 
Crown, announced- ...

Return to W rit announced ... ... ... •••
The Hon. J .  M. Davies introduced and sworn 

Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883 further Amendment 
I Bill—-Brought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon. S ir H.

Cuthbert)'. Initiated ‘

Subsequent proceedings " ... ••• •••

And see “ Petitions.” *
Mecpbers. See under “ Council.”
Merchant Shipping Act 1894. See “ Marine Act 1897.” -

M e s s a g e s  :—  - ‘ -
From His Excellency the Governor (Lord Brassey, K.C.B., &c., &c., &c.)— 

Informing the Council that he had given the Royal Assent to the— 
Australasian Federation Enabling Act Amendment Bill 
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1) ...
Railway Lands Acquisition Acts-Amendment Bill ••• • ••
Kerang Show Yards Sale Bill 

i Plural Voting Abolition Bill
Evidence Law Amendment Bill ... ... ...
Ararat Land Resumption Bill 
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Amendment Bill 
Geelong Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland Bill 
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2) ...
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3) ... ... ’ ...
Geelong Mechanics* Institute Bill ...
Vermin Destruction Act 1890 Amendment Bill 
Victorian Military Contingent Bill ...
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Bill 
Romsey Public Park Bill ...
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment Bill (No. 1) ...
Pilots’ Advance Repayment Act 1898 Amendment Bill 
Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898 further

Amendment Bill ...   ... . ...
Surplus Revenue Bill 

, Government Three per cent. Stock Bill ... ... •••
: Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5) ... ... .. •**

Victorian Military Contingent Bill (No. 2) ...
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Minutes of "g Printed 
Proceedings = Papers.

M e s s a g e s — continued.
From His Excellency the Governor—continued.

Transmitting a copy of a Despatch received from the Right Honorable 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, relative to the Joint 
Address from the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly 
of this Colony, praying that,H er Majesty would be pleased to cause 
to be introduced into the Imperial Parliament a measure for the 
establishment of an Australian Commonwealth 

And see “ Addresses ” and “ Transvaal.”
From His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor (The Honorable Sir John 

Madden, K.C.M.G., LL.D., Chief Justice)—
Informing the Council that he had given the Royal Assent to the— 

Consolidated Revenue Bill. (No. 6) ..
Water Supply Loans Application Bill 
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill 
Railway Loan Application, Bill
Mining Development Act 1896 further Amendment Bill 
Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898 further 

Amendment Bill (No. 2)
Hamilton Mechanics’ Institute Site Bill 
Income Tax Bill
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment Bill (No. 2) ... 
Congregational College Bill 

Recommending amendments in the Meat. Supervision Bill ...
From the Legislative Assembly— ,

Transmitting Australasian bederation Enabling Act Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Municipal Valuations Bill ...
Transmitting Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. Act 1890 

further Amendment Bill ...
Transmitting Praliran Mechanics’ Institute Bill 
Transmitting Kerang Show Yards Sale Bill
Transmitting Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill ... 
Transmitting Geelong Mechanics’ Institute Bill
Transmitting Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment Bill 

(No. 1)...
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1) ...
Transmitting Railway Lands Acquisition Acts Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Vermin Destruction Act 1890 Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Plural Voting Abolition Bill
Transmitting an Address to Her Majesty the Queen, praying for the 

establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia, and also an 
Address to His Excellency the Governor requesting him to forward 
the first-mentioned Address to the Principal Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, and requesting the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council

Transmitting Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Amendment B ill ... 
Transmitting A rarat Land Resumption Bill 
Transmitting Marine Act 1890 further Amendment Bill 
Returning Evidence Law Amendment Bill with an amendment 
Transmitting Geelong Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland Bill 
Transmitting Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill ... 
Transmitting Women’s Suffrage Bill 
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill- (No. 2) ...
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3) ...
Returning Geelong Mechanics’ Institute Bill, agreeing to the amend­

ments of the Council ... ... ••• _ •••
Returning Vermin Destruction A ct 1890 Amendment Bill, notifying 

that they have agreed to the amendment of the Council with an 
amendment 

Transmitting Romsey Public Park Bill ...
Returning Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Bill, agreeing to the amend­

ments of the Council 
Transmitting Victorian Military Contingent Bill ...
Transmitting Water Supply Advances Relief Bill 
Transmitting Water Act 189Q Amendment Bill ...
Returning Marine Act 1890 further Amendment Bill, notifying that 

they have agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, have 
disagreed with one of the said amendments, and have agreed to 
another of the said amendments Avith an amendment 

Transmitting Pilots’ Advance Repayment Act 1898 Amendment Bill ... 
Transmitting Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898 

further Amendment Bill ...
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M e s s a g e s —continued.
From the Legislative Assembly—continued.

Transmitting Surplus Revenue Bill 
Transmitting Government Three per cent. Stock Bill 
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4) ...
Transmitting Immigration Restriction Bill 
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5) ...
Transmitting Victorian Military Contingent Bill (No. 2)
Transmitting Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill 
Transmitting W ater Supply Loans Application Bill 
Transmitting Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill 
Transmitting Railway Loan Application Bill 
Transmitting Mining Development Act 1896 further Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Railway and Public Works Loan Application A ct 1898 

further Amendment Bill (No. 2)
Returning Municipal Valuations Bill, agreeing to one of the amend­

ments of the Council and disagreeing with the other amendments 
Returning Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill, disagreeing 

with the amendments of the Council 
Returning W ater A ct 1890 Amendment Bill, notifying that they have 

agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, have disagreed 
with others of the said amendments, and have agreed to others of 
the said amendments with amendments 

Transmitting Land Acts further Amendment B ill...
Transmitting Preston Loan Bill
Transmitting Local Government A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill 

(No. 2) ... ... ..................... .....................
Transmitting Hamilton Mechanics’ Institute Site Bill 
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 6) ...
Transmitting Congregational College Bill
Transmitting Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s A ct 1883 

further Amendment Bill ...
Transmitting Income Tax B ill...
Returning Preston Loan Bill, agreeing to the amendments of the 

Council
Returning Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill, notifying 

that they have agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, 
have disagreed with others, and have agreed to others of the said 
amendments with amendments 

Returning Land Acts further Amendment Bill, notifying that they have 
agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, and have agreed 
to one of the said amendments w ith amendments 

Acquainting the Council that they have appointed seven Members to 
confer with a like number of Members of the Council on the 
subject-matter of the amendments made by the Council and 
disagreed with by the Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, in 
the Factories and Shops A cts further Amendment Bill, and 
naming the place and time of meeting of the said Conference 

Transmitting Wando Vale E state Purchase Bill ...
Transmitting Municipal Councils (Military Contingents) Contributions 

Bill ...
Transmitting State School Teachers Bill 
Transmitting Appropriation Bill
Transmitting Companies A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Licences Validating Bill ...
Returning Municipal Councils (Military Contingents) Contributions 

Bill, notifying that they have agreed to some of the amendments 
of the Council, and have agreed to one of the said amendments 
with amendments 

Returning Meat Supervision Bill with amendments 
Returning Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill, insisting on 

disagreeing with the amendments insisted on by the Council 
Returning Marine A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill, notifying that 

they have agreed to the further amendment made by the Council 
on the amendment of the Assembly in the Council's amendment in 
clause 7, and that they do not insist on disagreeing with the 
amendment made and insisted on by the Council in the same 
clause, but have agreed to the same with further amendments 

Transmitting communication from the Clerk of the Parliaments calling 
attention to a clerical error in the Land Acts further Amendment 
Bill ...
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M e s s A g e  s —continued.
From the Legislative Assembly—continued.

Returning Water Act 1890 Amendment Bill, notifying that they insist 
on their amendments in new clause A disagreed with by the 
Council, but have made a further amendment in the said clause, 
that they insist on disagreeing with some of the amendments made 
and insisted on by the Council, but do not insist 011 disagreeing 
with others of the said amendments, am} that they have made 
amendments in some of the amendments insisted on by the Council... 

Returning State School Teachers Bill, agreeing to the amendment of 
the Council

Returning Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill, notifying 
their concurrence with the Council in agreeing to the recommenda­
tions of the Free Conference on the said Bill 

Returning Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill, 
agreeing to the amendments of the Council ...

Returning Companies Act 1890 further Amendment Bill, agreeing to 
the amendment of the Council 

Returning Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Continuation Bill, notifying 
agreement to same 

Returning Companies (Rules and Orders) Bill, notifying agreement to 
same

Returning Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883 
further Amendment Bill, notifying that they have agreed to the 
amendment of the Council with an amendment 

Transmitting Bailiwicks Boundaries Bill 
Transmitting Cyanide Patent Rights Purchase Bill 
Returning Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883 

further Amendment Bill, notifying that they do not insist on their 
amendment on the amendment of the Council, but have made a 
further amendment in lieu thereof ...

Returning Water Act 1890 Amendment Bill, notifying that they do not 
now insist on disagreeing with certain amendments still insisted 011 

by the Council, and have agreed to the further amendments of the 
Council on the amendments of the Assembly in new clause A 
and in clause 79 ...

Returning Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883 
further Amendment Bill, notifying that they insist on their 
further amendment on the amendment of the Council, disagreed 
with by the Council 

Returning Cyanide Patent Rights Purchase Bill, notifying that they 
have agreed to one of the amendments of the Council, and have 
agreed to another of the said amendments with amendments 

Transmitting Victorian Military Contingent Bill (No. 3) ...
Returning Cyanide Patent Rights Purchase Bill, notifying that they do 

not insist on their amendment to omit certain words from new 
clause A disagreed with by the Council, and have agreed to the 
further amendment of the Council in the said clause 

Transmitting Message from Ilis Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
recommending an amendment in the Companies Act 1890 further 
Amendment Bill...

Transmitting Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
recommending an amendment in the Marine Act 1890 further 
Amendment B ill...

Transmitting Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
recommending amendments in the Factories and Shops Acts 
further Amendment Bill ...

Transmitting Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
recommending amendments in the Water Act 1890 Amendment Bill 

Transmitting two Resolutions, relating to the magnificent services 
rendered to the Queen and Empire by Lord Roberts, V.C., in 
South Africa ... ... ••• •••

Returning Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
recommending amendments in the Meat Supervision Bill, and 
notifying that they have agreed to the several amendments 

Melropolitan Board of Works. See “ Melbourne and Metropolitan.” 
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board. See “ Fire Brigades Acts.”
Military Contingents. See “ Municipal Councils” and “ Victorian Military 

Contingent.”  ̂ .
Military Forces. See “ Victorian Military Contingent,” “ Municipal Councils 

(Military Contingents),” “ Victorian Military Forces,” “ Victorian 
Naval and Military Forces,” and “ Transvaal.”
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Mine Ventilation : Presented—
Progress Report of the Mine Ventilation Bonus Board (No. 48)
Second Progress Report of the Mine Ventilation Bonus Board (No. 75) 

Mining Accident Relief Fund. See “ Victorian Mining Accident.”
Mining Development Act 1896 further Amendment Bill— Brought from the 

Legislative Assembly (Ron. J. M. Davies) : Initiated ... 
Subsequent proceedings 

Minor Articles. See “ Customs and Excise Duties.”
Mooroopna Waterworks Trust. See under “ Water Act 1890.”
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. IF. McCulloch) : Initiated ...
Subsequent proceedings 

Mount Macedon. See “ Land Selection at Mount Macedon.”
Municipal Councils (Military Contingents) Contributions B ill—Brought from 

the Legislative Assembly (Hon. J. M. Davies): Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Municipal Loans Extension. See “ Municipalities’ Loans.”
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill — Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. J. M. Davies) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Municipal Valuations Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. 
J. M. Davies) : Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings

Municipal. See “ Local G-overnment.”
Municipalities’ Loans Extension Act 1898—Alteration of Regulations : 

Presented 
Murray River. See “ Netting.”
Museums. See “ Public Library.”

N A TIO N A L Gallery of Victoria. See “ Public Library.”
Naval and Military Forces. See “ Victorian Naval Forces ” and “ Victorian 

Naval and Military Forces.”
Neglected Children and "Reformatory Schools, Department for—Report of the 

Secretary and Inspector for the year 1898 : Presented (No. 18) ... 
And see “ Infant Life Protection.”

Netting in the River Murray and its Tributaries : Presented 
New Guinea, British—Annual Report oh, from 1st July, 1897, to 30th June, 

1898, with Appendices : Presented (No. 28) ...

OBSCENE Advertisements. See “ Indecent.”
Observatory—Thirty-third Report of the Board of Visitors to the ; together 

with the Report of the Government Astronomer for ’the period 
from 1st July, 1898, to 28th February, 1899 : Presented (No. 12) 

Order of the Council rescinded
Otway Forest. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”

PA R L IA M E N T —
Proclamation convening, read ...
Proceedings on Opening—By His Excellency the Governor 

Prorogation of 
Buildings Committee (Joint) appointed ...
The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890—Part IX . : Presented—■ 

Statement of Temporary Appointments in the Department of the 
Library

Statement showing the Names, Remuneration, Duties, &c., of 
all persons Temporarily employed in the Department of the 
Legislative Assembly under the authority of Part IX . of 
The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890, during the period 
from 16th November, 1898, to 14th November, 1899 

Statement showing the Names, Remuneration, Duties, &c., of 
all persons Temporarily employed in the Departments of the 
Legislative Council and the Parliament Gardens ...

Statement of Appointment and Transfer to an Office of Parlia­
ment and of Alteration of Classification during the year ending 
30th June, 1900, under the authority of Part IX . of The 
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890 ... ... ....
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Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, The—Seventh G e n e ra l 
Report : Presented (No. 24)

The Hon. F. S. G-rimwade appointed a Member ...
Penal Establishments and Gaols—Report of the Inspector-General for the 

year 1898 : Presented (No. 22)
Petitions : Presented—

From William Robinson, styling himself parliamentary agent, of Royal 
Park, in the colony of Victoria, praying that the Council would 
appoint a Select Committee to inquire into the subject of the read­
ing books used in State schools, and that, in the event of the 
allegations set forth in the Petition being substantiated, the Council 
would pass a resolution approving of the removal of the Nelson 
Series of reading books from such schools, and the reinstatement 
of the series of reading books containing Scripture history super­
vised by the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland 

Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill—
From certain citizens praying that the Council would pass a 

measure to continue the Factories and Shops Act 1896, and to 
give power to the Governor in Council to extend to other 
occupations certain provisions as to Wages Boards 

Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill—
From certain members of the Syrian community residing in the 

colony of Victoria, praying that the Council would be pleased 
to eliminate any clause in the Bill which would compel 
hawkers to be natural-born or naturalized British subjects ... 

Referred to the Committee on the Bill 
Immigration Restriction Bill—

From certain shipowners resident in Victoria, and agents and 
representatives in Victoria of shipowners resident elsewhere, 
but trading to Victoria as carriers of passengers and 
merchandise, praying that the Council would not pass the 
Bill

Referred to the Committee on the Bill 
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill—

From certain news agents in the colony of Victoria praying that 
the Council would make certain amendments in clauses 4 and 
5 of the Bill

Referred to the Committee on the Bill 
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment Bill (No. 1)—

From the Mayor,1 Councillors, and Citizens of the City of Bendigo, 
praying that the Council would pass the Bill without further 
delay ... ••• **t -r

Referred to the Committee on the Bill 
Meat Supervision Bill—

From the President and Councillors of the Shire of Strathfieidsaye, 
praying that the Council would reject the Bill or would 
amend it by striking out all reference to the Board of Public 
Health, and leaving the administration of purely local matters 
to local authority ... ... _ •••

From the President, Councillors, and Ratepayers of the Shire of 
Mirboo, praying that the Council would make certain amend­
ments in the Bill ... ••• ••• ••• /**

From the President and Councillors of the Shire of Echuca, praying 
that the Council would reject the Bill in its present form ... 

From the President and Councillors of the Shire of Mulgrave, 
praying that the Council would either reject the Bill or 
amend it by eliminating all the arbitrary powers given to the 
Board of Public Health, and leaving the administration of a 
purely local matter to the local authorities ... •••

Severally referred to the Committee on the Bill 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act 1890 fuithei Amend­

ment Bill—
From the Corporation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors, and 

Citizens of the City of Melbourne, praying that the Council 
would reject the Bill ... ... ...

Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883 further
Amendment Bill—

From the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company, Limited, 
praying that the Council would not pass the Bill, and would 
refer the same to a Select Committee to take the evidence which 
the petitioner could adduce in opposition to the said Bill (E 1)
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Petitions : Presented—continued.
Public and Bank Holidays Bill—■

In  favour of the Bill—
From certain retail traders of Melbourne 
From certain retail traders of Ballarat 
From certain retail drapers of Warrnambool ...
From certain retail traders of Melbourne
From certain retail traders of Melbourne
From certain retail drapers of Melbourne
From certain retail drapers of Geelong
From the President, Vice-Presidents, and Members of Committee 

of the Victorian Softgoods Association ...
From W. H. Ja rre tt and E. A. Baldwin, styling themselves 

Chairman and Acting Secretary respectively of the Marine 
Underwriters’ Association of Victoria, Limited 

From Jam es Davies, styling himself Secretary of the Commercial 
Travellers’ Association of Victoria 

From W. H. Ja rre tt and Alex. H . Young, styling themselves 
Chairman and Secretary respectively of the Fire Underwriters’ 
Association of Victoria 

From the President and Members of the Council of the Mel­
bourne Chamber of Commerce...

From certain retail traders of Melbourne 
From certain retail traders of Melbourne
From the President and Secretary of the Victorian Hardware 

Association ...
From the President and Committee of the Melbourne Warehouse­

men’s Association 
From certain Bank Managers
From the Members of the Council of the Law Institute of Victoria 
From the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures 

Against the B ill—
From certain purveyors, retail traders, and others of the Town of 

Geelong
Severally referred to the Committee on the Bill 

Trading Coupons Abolition Bill—
Against the B ill—

From P. M. Scott, Manager of the Co-operative Coupon Company, 
Limited, praying that the Council would reject the Bill, or 
appoint a Select Committee to inquire into and report upon the 
said Bill, and in any case would grant the said company such 
relief as may appear just to the Council should the Bill become 
law ... ... ..^ ... ... ..i

From certain persons residing in the Colony ...
From the Co-operative Coupon Company, Limited, under the seal 

of the said company, praying that the Council would be 
pleased to hear petitioner by counsel at the Bar of the 
Council in opposition to the Bill prior to the consideration of 
such Bill in Committee of the whole, or that the petitioner 
may have such other redress as to the Council may seem 
right

In  favour of the Bill—
From the President and Members of Council of the Melbourne 

Chamber of Commerce 
From certain shopkeepers and citizens of the Metropolitan 

District
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria
From certain business people of Maryborough
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria ... ... ... ...
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of 

Victoria
From certain traders of Beaufort and elsewhere
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Petitions : Presented—continued.
.Trading Coupons Abolition B ill—continued.

In  favour of the Bill—continued.
From certain traders of Stawell and elsewhere 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat 
From certain traders of Ballarat

Severally referred to the Committee on the Bill -!
Women’s Suffrage Bill—

From certain women resident in the town and district of Numurkah, 
praying that the Council would pass the Bill 

Referred to the Committee on the Bill

Phylloxera— Report on, hy the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, M.P., Minister of 
Agriculture : Presented (No. 68) ...

Pilotage Receipts and Disbursements. See “ Marine Board.”
Pilo ts’ Advance Repayment A ct 1898 Amendment Bill—Brought from the 

Legislative Assembly (Hon. S ir H. Cuthbert) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings ...

P lural Voting Abolition Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. 
TV. McCullocK) : Initiated...

Subsequent proceedings 
Poisons A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill (Hon. S ir H. Cuthbert) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ...
Police Offences A ct 1890 (Part IV .) further Amendment Bill (Hon. Sir II. 

Cuthbert) : Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Post Office Acts 1890 and 1897 : Presented—
Certificate of Posting.— Intercolonial Parcels
Rates on Parcels exchanged between Victoria and Germany by German 

Steamers
Rates on Telegrams from Victoria to Queensland ...
Insurance of Parcels ...
Regulations in connexion with the Insurance of Parcels
Regulations governing the Issue of Licences to persons not being Sub­

scribers to a Telephone Exchange to use the Telephone of a 
Subscriber

Fees to be charged at Public Telephone Bureaux for conversations by 
telephone

Rates for Press Messages on Country Trunk Telephone Lines 
Post Office and Telegraph Department—Report upon the Affairs of the, for the 

year 1898 : Presented (No. 23)
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. G. Godfrey) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Presbyterian Church of Ireland. See “ Geelong Reformed Presbyterian.” 
President. See under “ Council—President.”
Preston Loan Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. D. 

M elville): Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Primary Instruction. See “ Technical Education.”
Primary Schools. See “ Technical Education.”
Printing Committee appointed
Private Bills— Standing Orders suspended
Proportional Voting. See under u Council—Adjournment Motions.”
Public Accounts. See “ Audit Act 1890.”
Public and Bank Holidays Bill (Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood) : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ Petitions.”

Public Instruction. See “ Education.”
Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery of Victoiia : Presented—

Report of the Trustees of the, for 1898, with a statement of Income 
and Expenditure for the financial year 1897—8 (No. 13)

Regulations...
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Public Servants disloyal to the Crown. See under “ Council—Adjournment 
Motions.”

Public Service Acts — Regulations : Presented ... ...

Public Service Board— Report : Presented (No. 14) ,,,
Public Works Loan. See “ Railway and Public Works Loan.”

19, 33, 67, 
77,104,109, 

127 
18

R A ILW A Y  and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898 further Amend­
ment Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. Sir II, 
Cuthbert) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ...
Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898 further Amendment 

Bill (No. 2)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. D. 
Melville)'. Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... ...
Railway Lands Acquisition Acts Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legis­

lative Assembly (Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Railway Loan Application Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon. J. Balfour): Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ,..
Railways : Presented—

Report of the Victorian Railways Commissioner—
For the quarter ending 31st December, 1898 (No. 6) ...
For the quarter ending 31st March, 1899 
For the year ending 30th June, 1899 (No. 52)
For the quarter ending 30th September, 1899 

And see “ Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways.”
Redgum Forests. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Reformatory Schools. See “ Neglected Children.”
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. See “ Geelong Reformed Presby­

terian.”
Refreshment Rooms Committee (Joint) appointed
Refrigerating Stores and Central Wine Depot—Royal Commission o n : 

Presented—
Interim Report of the (No. 47)
Report of, on Refrigerating Stores, with Appendices and 

Synopsis of Evidence (No. 79)
Resolution rescinded
Revenue. See “ Surplus Revenue.”
Roberts, Lord. See “ South Africa.”
Romsey Public Park Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. Sir 

H. Cuthbert) : Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Royal Assent to Bills. See “ Assent to Bills.”
Russell, Mr. Robert. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.”

SALE of Meat. See “ Meat Supervision.”
Savings Banks Act 1890 Amendment Act 1896. See under “ Council— 

Adjournment Motions.”
Savings Banks : Presented—

General Order No. 26
Statements and Returns for the year ended 30th June, 1899 (No. 57)... 

Service, Hon. J ., M.L.C., Death of, announced...
And see under “ Council—Members.”

Settlement on Lands Act 1893 : Presented—
Regulations
Report of Proceedings taken under the provisions of the, during the 

financial year ended 30th June, 1899 (No. 40)
Shops. See “ Factories, Work-rooms, and Shops.”
Slaughtering of Animals. See “ Meat Supervisipn.”
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South Africa— W ar in—
Cablegram received by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor from 

Lord Roberts, welcoming the Victorian Mounted Rifles 
Message from the Assembly transmitting the following resolutions

“ That the Parliament of Victoria records its high appreciation of 
the magnificent services rendered to our Queen and Empire 

: by Field Marshal Lord- Roberts, V.C., in South Africa. By
his recent successes against the enemy His Lordship has not 
only added distinction to his illustrious military career, but at 

; the same time has upheld the honour and prestige of the
; British Empired’

“ That His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor be respectfully 
requested to transmit the foregoing resolution, by cable, to 
Field Marshal Lord Roberts, V.C.”

Resolutions agreed to 
- And see “ Transvaal ” and “ Victorian Military Contingent.”

Southern Province, Representation of—
; - Issue of a W rit for the election of a Member in the place of the Hon. 
i D. Melville, who had accepted an office of profit under the Crown,

announced ; ...
Return to W rit announced

The Hon. D. Melville introduced and sworn ... 
South-Western Province, Representation of—

Issue of a W rit for the election of a Member in the place of the Hon. 
J .  H. Connor, deceased, announced ... ... ...

- ’ = Return to W rit announced
The Hon. T. C. Harwood introduced and sworn 

Standing Orders Committee appointed
Question of amendment of the Constitution referred to the .. .

Standing Orders relating to Private Bills suspended ... ...
Stanley and Chiltern Forests. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.” 
State Farm. See “ Unemployed.”
State Forests and Timber Reserves— Royal Commission on : Presented—

Third Progress Report—On the Redgum Forests of Barmah and Gun- 
1 ’ bower : Their Resources, Management, and Control (No. 8)
; Fourth ’ Progress Report—Wombat Forest : Its  Resources, Manage- 
| ment, and Control (No. 25) ... ...

Fifth Progress Report—The Otway Forest : Its  Resources, Manage- 
j ment, and Control (No. 45) • ... ... ...

Sixth Progress Report—The Stanley and Chiltern Forests : Their 
-Resources,^Management, and Control (No. 53) 

j Seventh Progress Report—The Forests of the County of D elatite; 
i being the King River, W interiga, Dueran, Toc-rour, ToOmbullup,
! and Minor Reserves: Their Resources, Management, and Control
j (No. 69) ... ... ... ... .... ...

E ighth Progress Report— Grazing Lands in the Parishes of Wurrin, 
Wangarabell, Koola, and D erndang; Genoa River Forest, East 
Gippsland (No, 73) ...

Statje School Teachers Bill—Brought from the'Legislative Assembly {Hon. 
i i J. M. Davies) Initiated ...
i ' Subsequent proceedings "•••'•.

Statistical Register of the Colony Cf Victoria : Presented— 
j Fqr the year 1897—r
| ' Appendix to P a rt IV .—Population:—Municipal Finances (No. 4)
; Part V II.— Accumulation (No> 2) ...
| P a rt V II I .—Lhw, Crime, &c. (No. 3)
i P art IX .— Social Condition (No, 5) ... ...
i For the year 1898— : ’
| P art I.— Blue Book (No. 1.0) • - ...
I | P art I I .—Interchange (No%-11)
-! I P art I I I .—Finance, &c. (No. 16)
] I P art IV .—Population (exclusive of Municipal Finances) (No. 17)
i | Appendix to PartTV.-—Population—Municipal Finances (.No. 71)
: P art V.— Vital Statistics, &c. (No. 36)
I | P art V I.—Law, Crime, &c. (No. 37)
| P art V II .—Production (No. 67) ... ...
; : Part V III .—Accumulation (No. 72) ...
| j P art IX .— Social Condition (No. 74)

.Statistics: - See “ Australasian S tatistics” and “ Friendly Societies.”
Stock. See “ Government Three per cent. Stock,”
Sugar Beet Industry. See “ Beet S ugar/’ - - . . , \ -
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Supply Bills. See “ Consolidated Revenue.”
Supreme Court Act 1890— Report of the Council of Judges under section 33 

of the : Presented (No. 70)
Supreme Court Act 1890 Amendment. See ‘‘Bailiwicks Boundaries ” and 

“ Companies (Rules and Orders).”
Surplus Revenue Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (lion. Sir II. 

Cuthbert) :  Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 

Swamp Leases. See “ Land Act 1890.”

TA V E R N ER , Hon. J .  W., M .P .—Reports by. See “ Australian P roducts” 
and “ Phylloxera.”

Teachers. See “ Education Act 1890 and Teachers Act 1893 ” and “ State 
School Teachers.”

Technical Education, Royal Commission on : Presented—
Progress Report on Primary Instruction (No. 34) ...
Second Progress Report on Technical Education.—Manual 

Practical Instruction in Primary Schools (No. 51)
Telegraph Department. See “ Post Office and Telegraph Department.” 
Telephone Bureaux. See “ Post Office Acts.”
Telephone Exchange. See “ Post Office A cts.”
Timber Reserves. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Tinned Meat. See “ Australian Products.”
Trade Unions, Thirteenth Annual Report on—Report of the Actuary for

and

Friendly Societies for the year 1898, with an Appendix 
(No. 20)

Trade with Manchester. See “ Australian Products.”
Coupons Abolition Bill (Hon. Lieut.-Col.

Initiated
Trading

Presented

S ir F, T. Sargood):

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ...
Committed to a Select Committee

Select Committee appointed ...
The Hons. J .  M. Davies and D. Melville appointed 

Members
Motion for Select Committee to have power to 

hear counsel (to such extent as they shall 
think fit) on behalf of persons interested 
in the Bill (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. 
Sargood)—agreed to ... 

j  Report brought up (D 1)
And see “ petitions.'”

Tramway. See “ Melbourne Tramway.”
Transvaal, Military Force for Service in the—M otion: “ That this House 

desires to express its loyalty and devotion to Her Majesty the 
Queen and its sympathy with Her M ajesty’s Imperial Government in 
the difficulties that have arisen in South Africa, and is of opinion 
that Victoria should equip and despatch a military force for service 
with the Imperial army in the Transvaal ” (Hon, W. McCulloch) 

Debated
Agreed to unanimously
Cablegram received by His Excellency the Governor from 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies in relation to 
the foregoing resolution 

And see “ South A frica” and “ Victorian M ilitary Contingent.” 
Treatment of Habitual Drunkards. See “ Habitual Drunkards.”
Trenwith, W. A., Esq., M .L .A .—Report by. See “ Unemployed.”
T rust Funds A ct 1897, No. 1531— Statement of Transactions under the, 

between the Treasurer and the Trustees, during the year ended 
the 30th June, 1899 : Presented ...

U N EM PLO Y ED —Report on the System of Dealing with the Unemployed, 
the Co-operative Works System, Improved Farm Settlements, 
Workmen’s Homes, The State Farm, Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act, Resumption, Subdivision, and Settlement of Estates under 
Land fo r Settlements Act 1894 of New Zealand, by the Hon.

! R. W. Best, M.L.A. (Minister for Lands), and W. A. Trenwith, 
Esq., M .L.A.: Presented (No. 32) ...

Union Steamship Company. See under “ Council—Adjournment Motions.” 
Upper Macedon Waterworks Trust. See under “ W ater A ct 1890.”
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V E G E T A T IO N  Diseases Act 1896 Continuation Bill (lion. W. McCullocK)'. 
Initiated

Subsequent proceedings 
Ventilation of Mines. See “ Mine Ventilation.”
Vermin Destruction Act 1890 Amendment B ill—Brought from the Legislative 

i Assembly {Hon. D. Melville')'. Initiated 
j Subsequent proceedings 

Victorian 1 Government Three per cent. Stock. See “ Government Three per 
cent. Stock.”

Victorian M ilitary Contingent Bill— Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
{Hon. W. McCulloch) : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
Victorian Military Contingent Bill (No. 2)—Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly {Hon. D. Melville) : Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Victorian Military Contingent Bill (No. 3)—Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly {Hon. D. Melville) : Initiated...

Subsequent proceedings
And see under “ Council—Adjournment Motions,” “ Municipal 

Councils (Military Contingents),” and “ Transvaal.” 
Victorian Military Forces : Presented—

Alteration of Regulations (Part I . —Section II .)  ...
Alteration of Regulations (Part II .)
Alteration of Regulations (Part V II.) ...
Alteration of Regulations (P art V II.— Section I.)
Alteration of Regulations (Part V II.— Section II .)

Victorian Mining Accident Relief Fund—Balance-sheet 1898 : Presented ... 
Victorian Mounted Rifles. See “ South Africa.”
Victorian Naval Forces : Presented—

Addition to Regulations (Part I I .— Section V II.)
Alteration of Regulations (P art I I .— Sections I I I .  and V II.)
Alteration of Regulations (Part I I .)
Alteration of Regulations (P art II I .)

Victorian Naval and Military Forces : Presented—
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations (P art I.)
Addition to Financial and Store Regulations (Part I I .— Section I.) 
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations (Part IV .— Section I.) 
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations (Part V II .— Section III .)  
A lteration of Financial and Store Regulations (Part V II.)
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations (Part V II.) ...
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations (P art V II.) ...
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations (P art V II .)  ...

Victorian Railways. See “ Railways.”
Victorian Statutes. See “ Horwitz’s Victorian Statutes.”
Village Settlements. See “ Settlement on Lands.”
Volunteer Cadet Corps—Alteration of Regulations : Presented

W ANDO Vale Estate Purchase Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
{Hon.J. M. Davies) : Initiated 

Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ Land A ct 1898.”

W ar in South Africa. See “ South Africa ” and “ Transvaal.”
War in the Transvaal. See “ Transvaal.”
W ater A ct 1890 : Presented—

Arapiles Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and 
W ater Supply T rust—Application of Municipal Funds 

Borung Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and 
W ater Supply Trust—Application of Municipal Funds 

D'imboola Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and 
W ater Supply T rust—Application of Municipal Funds 

Proposed Kerang South Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—Appli­
cation under the provisions of the Water Act 1890 (No. 1156).—
First Petition of Land-owners, together with Engineering Reports,
Estimates, Plans, and Documents ; as also the Declaration of the 
Minister of W ater Supply thereon ...
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W ater Act 1890 : Presented—continued.
Irrigation and W ater Supply Trusts—

Bacchus Marsh—
Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 6 (Draft Form)

Regulation No. 6 
Regulation for the Sale of Water 
Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 7 (Draft Form)

Bairnsdale—
Regulation No. 12 
Regulation No. 13 

Beujeroop and Murrabit—
Regulation for fixing Charges for Water for 1899 
Rating Regulation 

Boort. See “ East Boort” and “ North Boort.”
Campaspe—Rating Regulation
Carrum—Ratiog Regulation ... ...

• Cohuna—
Additional Loan 
Regulation No. 17 ...
Regulation providing for the Sale of Water for the year 1899.

—Regulation No. 18 
W ater-right
Alteration of Trust District 
Increase of Trust District 

East Boort—
Rating Regulation ... ...
Regulation No. 8 

East Kerang. See “ Kerang East.”
Gunbower W est—

Constituted...
Regulations for the Election of Commissioners
Scheme and Plan of Works
Loan
Regulation No. 1 

Kerang East—
Rating Regulation ...
Regulation for the Distribution of Water
Regulation for the Sale of Water
Direction to Trust to construct a Subway for No. 2a Channel 
Direction to Board of Land and Works to construct a Sub­

way for No. 2 a  Channel ... •••
Kerang South—

Constituted... ...
Scheme and Plan of Works 
Regulations for the Election of Commissioners 

Koondrook and Myall—
Rating Regulation
Regulation for fixing Charges for W ater for 1899 

Leaghur and Meering—
Regulation for the Sale and Distribution of W ater 

; Rating Regulation 
I Macorna N orth—
: Graduated Rate (Draft Form).—Regulation No. 7

Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 7 
Medring. See “ Leaghur and Meering.”
Murrabit. See “ Benjeroop.”
Myall. See “ Koondrook.”
North Boort—

Regulation No. 1 
Rating Regulation 

North Macorna. See “ Macorna North.”
Rodney—

Increase of Trust District 
Loan
Regulation No. 17 (Draft Form)
Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 17 

South Kerang. See “ Kerang South.”
Swan Hill—Rating Regulation 
Tragowel Plains—

Rating Divisions
Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 15 (Draft Form) 

Regulation No. 15 ...
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Minutes of «  Printed 
Proceedings cs Papers.

W ater Act 1890 : Presented— continued.
Irrigation and Water Supply Trusts—continued.

Twelve-Mile—
Rating Regulation 
Regulation ...
Regulation for the Sale of W ater 
Rating Regulation for 1899 

Wandella—
Rating Regulation
Increase of T rust District and Alteration of Boundaries 

Western Wimmera—
Rights and Powers of the Western Wimmera Irrigation and 

Water Supply T rust and the Wimmera United W ater­
works Trust, in regard to the Division and Diversion of 
W ater from the Wimmera River and Yarriambiac Creek 

Regulation No. 25
Supply of W ater to Irrigation Colonies outside the Trust 

District
And see “ Arapiles,” “ B oning /’ “ Dimboola/’ and “ Wimmera 

Shire.”
Yatchaw— Rating Regulation 

Waterworks Trusts—
Mansfield—Application for Additional Loan of £1,000 (No. 50)... 
Mooroopna—Application for Additional Loan of £300 (No. 30) ... 
Upper Macedon—Application for an Additional Loan of £100

(No. 7 7 ) ..........................................................................................
Wimmera U nited—

Application for Additional Loan of £3,200 (No. 44)
Rights and Powers of ihe Western Wimmera Irrigation and 

W ater Supply Trust and the Wimmera United W ater­
works Trust, in regard to the Division and Diversion of 
W ater from the Wimmera River and Yarriambiac Creek 

Wodonga—Application for Additional Loan of £500 (No. 31) ...
Water A ct 1890 Amendment Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert') : Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings

W ater Supply Advances Relief Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
(Hon. S ir H . Cuthbert) : Initiated ...

Subsequent proceedings ,
W ater Supply Loans Application JBill—'Brought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. D. Melville): Initiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Waterworks Trusts. See under “ W ater Act 1890.”
W attles A ct 1890, Section 10—Issue of a Lease: Presented

And see under “ Land Acts and the W attles A ct 1890.”
Western Wimmera Waterworks Trust. See under “ W ater Act 1890.” 
Wimmera Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and W ater 

Supply Trust—Application of Municipal Funds : Presented 
Wimmera United Waterworks Trust. See under “ Water Act 1890.”
Wine Depdt. See “Australian Products ” and “ Refrigerating Stores.” 
Wodonga W aterworks Trust. See under “ W ater Act 1890.”
Wombat Forest. See “ State Forests and Timber Reserves.”
Women’s Suffrage Bill—Brought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. W. 

McCulloch) : Initiated
Subsequent proceedings 
And see “ P etitions/’

Workmen’s Compensation Bill (Hon. S ir H. J. Wrixon) : Initiated
Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... j

Workmen’s Homes. See “ Unemployed.”
Work-rooms and Shops. See “ Factories, Work-rooms, and Shops.”
Writs. See under “ Council— Writs of Election/’
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P R O C E E D I N G S  ON BI LLS .
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BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL

AND PROCEEDINGS THEREON 

D U R IN G  S ESSIO N  1899-1900.

ABATTOIRS. See “ M ea t S u p erv is io n .”
A DV ERTISEM ENTS. See “ In d e c e n t .”
A PPR O PR IA T IO N  B IL L  [N ot p rin ted  by the Legislative Council}.
ARA RAT LAND R ESU M PTIO N  BILL.
A U STRA LA SIA N  FED ER A TIO N  EN A B LIN G  ACT AM ENDM ENT BILL.
B A ILIW IC K S BOUNDARIES B IL L  {N ot prin ted  by the Legislative Council].
B A N K  HOLIDAYS. See “  P u b lic  and  B a n k .”
CEN TRA L B A ILIW IC K . See “  B a iliw ic k s .”
C H A R IT IE S. See “ H o sp ita ls  an d  C h a r it ie s .”
COM PANIES ACT 1890 F U R T H E R  AM END M ENT B ILL.

See also “ L ife  A ssu ra n ce .”
COM PANIES (RU LES AND ORDERS) BILL.
COM PENSATION TO W O RK M EN. See “  W ork m en ’s C om pensation.” 
CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE BILL.
CONSOLIDATED R EV E N U E  B ILL (No. 1) [N ot prin ted  by the Legislative Council].
CONSOLIDATED R E V E N U E  B IL L  (No. 2).
CONSOLIDATED R E V E N U E  B IL L  (No. 3) [N ot prin ted  by the Legislative Council].
CONSOLIDATED R E V E N U E  B ILL (No. 4) [N ot prin ted  by the Legislative Council].
CONSOLIDATED R E V E N U E  B ILL (No. 5) [N ot prin ted  by the Legislative Council].
CONSOLIDATED R E V E N U E  B IL L  (No. 6) [N ot prin ted  by the Legislative Council].
CONSTITUTION. See “ P lu r a l  V o t in g ” and “ W om en’s S u f f r a g e .”
COUPONS. See “ T ra d in g  Coupons.”
CREM ATION BILL.
CRIM ES ACTS AM END M ENT B ILL.

See also “ In d e c e n t .”
C YA NIDE PA TE N T  R IG H T S PU R C H A SE  B IL L  [N ot p rin ted  by the Legislative Council], 
D A IR Y IN G  COM PANIES. See “ Com panies A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent.”
D EPU T Y  REG ISTR A R -G EN ER A L. See “ E v id e n c e .”
EA STER N  B A IL IW IC K . See “ B a il iw ic k s .”
EM PLOY ERS AND EM PLOYES. See “  W ork m en ’s C om pensation .”
EV ID EN C E LAW  AM END M ENT BILL.
FA CTO RIES A ND  SHOPS ACTS F U R T H E R  AM ENDM ENT B ILL.
FED E R A T IO N . See “ A u s tr a la s ia n  F e d e r a t io n .”
FR EE Z IN G  COM PANY’S LAN D  LEA SIN G. See “  M o o rp a n y a l.”
GEELONG M ECHA NICS’ IN ST IT U T E  BILL.
GEELONG REFO RM ED  PR ESB Y TE R IA N  C H U RCH  OF IR ELA N D  BILL. 
GOVERNM ENT T H R E E  P E R  CENT. STOCK BILL.
HAM ILTO N  M ECHA NICS’ IN S T IT U T E  SIT E  BILL.
H A W K ER S AND PE D L E R S L A W  AM END M ENT B ILL.
HOLIDAYS. See “  P u b lic  and  B a n k .”
HOSPITALS AND C H A R ITIES ACT 1890 AM END M ENT B ILL.
IM M IG RA TIO N  R ESTR IC TIO N  BILL.
INCOM E TAX  BILL.
IN D EC EN T OR OBSCENE A D V ER TISEM EN TS PR O H IB IT IO N  BILL.
IN FA N T  L IF E  PROTECTIO N  ACT 1890 A M ENDM ENT BILL.
K ER A N G  SHOW  YARDS SALE B ILL.
LAND ACTS FU R T H E R  A M END M ENT B ILL.

See also “  W ando V a le  E s t a t e .”
LICENCES V A LID A TIN G  BILL.
L IF E  ASSURANCE COM PANIES A M END M ENT BILL.
LOANS. See under “  R a ilw a y  ” and “ W a te r  S u p p ly  L oan s.”
LOCAL GOV ERN M ENT ACT 1890 F U R T H E R  AM END M ENT B ILL (No. 1).
LOCAL GOVERNM ENT ACT 1890 F U R T H E R  AM END M ENT B IL L  (No. 2).

See also “ M u n ic ip a l.”
M ALLEE. See “  L and A cts . ’



M A R IN E ACT 1890 FU R T H E R  A M ENDM ENT B ILL.
M EAT SU PER V ISIO N  B ILL.
M ELBO U RN E AND M ETROPOLITAN BOARD OF W ORKS ACT 1890 FU R T H E R  AM ENDM ENT B ILL. 
M ELBO U RN E TRAM W AY AND OM NIBUS COM PANY’S ACT 1883 FU R T H E R  AM END M ENT B IL L. 
M ILITA R Y  CONTINGENTS. See “  M u n ic ip a l C o u n c ils  ” and “ V ic to r ia n  M il i t a r y .”
M IN IN G  D EV ELO PM EN T ACT 1896 F U R T H E R  AM END M ENT B ILL.
M OORPANYAL LAND ACT 1897 A M ENDM ENT B ILL.
M U N IC IPA L  COUNCILS (M ILITA RY  CONTINGENTS) CONTRIBUTIONS BILL.
M U N IC IPA L  O VERDRAFTS IN D E M N IT Y  B ILL.
M U N IC IPA L  VALUA TION S BILL.

See also “ L o c a l G o v ern m en t.”
OBSCENE A D V ERTISEM EN TS. See “ I n d e c e n t .”
PIL O TS’ ADVANCE R EPA Y M E N T  ACT 1898 A M END M ENT B ILL.
P L U R A L  V OTING ABOLITION B ILL.
POISONS ACT 1890 F U R T H E R  A M END M ENT B ILL.
PO LICE OFFENCES ACT 1890 (PA R T  IV .) F U R T H E R  AM END M ENT B ILL.
P R A H R A N  M ECHA NICS’ IN ST IT U T E  B ILL.
PR ESB Y T E R IA N  CH U R CH  OF IR E LA N D . See “ G e e lo n g  R e fo rm e d .”
PR EST O N  LOAN BILL.
PU B L IC  AND BAN K  H OLIDAYS BILL.
R A IL W A Y  AND PU B L IC  W ORKS LOAN A PPLIC A T IO N  ACT 1898 FU R T H E R  A M END M ENT LL. 
R A IL W A Y  A N D  PU BLIC  W ORKS LOAN A PPLIC A TIO N  ACT 1898F U R T H E R  AM END M ENT B IL L  (N o, 2). 
R A ILW A Y  LANDS A CQ U ISITIO N  ACTS A M EN D M EN T B IL L .
R A ILW A Y  LOA N  A PPLIC A T IO N  B ILL.
R EFO R M ED  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R CH  OF IR E LA N D . See “ G e e lo n g  R e fo rm e d .’
R E V E N U E . See “ S u r p lu s  R e v e n u e .”
ROM SEY PU B L IC  PA R K  B ILL.

SALE OF M EAT. \ s e e  “  M ea t S u p e rv is io n  ”
SL A U G H T ER IN G  OF A N IM A L S.) MBAT » tTPERVISI0-N-
SOUTH A FRICA . See “  V ic to r ia n  M il i t a r y .”
STA TE SCHOOL TEA C H ER S B ILL.
STOCK. See “  G ov ern m en t T h r e e  p e r  c e n t . S to c k .”
SU PPLY . See “ C o n so lid a ted  R e v e n u e .”
SU PR E M E  COURT. See “  B a iliw ic k s  ” and “ Com panies (R u le s  and  O rd ers). ’
SU R PLU S R E V E N U E  B ILL.
TEA CHERS. See “  S t a t e  S c h o o l T e a c h e r s .”
TRA D IN G  COUPONS ABOLITION B ILL.
TRAM W AYS. See “  M elb o u rn e  T ram w ay. ”
TRA N SVA AL. See “ V ic to r ia n  M il i t a r y .”
V EG ETA TIO N  D ISEASES ACT 1896 CONTINUATION B ILL.
V E R M IN  D ESTRUCTIO N  ACT 1890 A M EN D M EN T B ILL.
V IC TO R IA N  G OVERNM ENT T H R E E  P E R  CEN T. STOCK. See “ G o vern m en t T h r e e  p e r c e n t  S to ck  
V IC TO R IA N  M ILITA R Y  CON TIN G EN T BILL.
V IC TO R IA N  M ILITA R Y  C O N TING ENT B IL L  (No. 2).
V ICTO RIAN  M ILITA R Y  CON TING ENT B IL L  (No. 3).

See also “ M u n ic ip a l C o u n c ils .”
W ANDO V A LE ESTA TE PU R C H A SE BILL.
W A TE R  ACT 1890 A M EN D M EN T B ILL.
W A T E R  SU PPLY  ADVANCES R E L IE F  B ILL.
W A TER  SU PPL Y  LOANS A PPLIC A TIO N  B ILL.
W OM EN’S SU FFRA G E B ILL.
W O RK M EN ’S COM PENSATION BILL.

SUM M ARY OF PR O C E E D IN G S  ON B IL L S.

B ills introduced during the Session

Initiated in the L egislative Council ... ... ... . . .  . . .  14

Passed and assented to ... . . .  . . .  . ..  ... ... 4
Passed the Council but not the A ssem bly . ..  . . .  . . .  ... 7
Discharged ... ... . .. ... ... . .. ... . .. 3

 14

Brought from the L egisla tive  A ssem bly ... . . .  ... . .. . ..  55

Passed and assented to ... ... ... . .. ... . .. 49
Passed the Council with amendments but not agreed to by the A ssem bly—

Lapsed in Council ... ... ... . . .  . .. . . .  1
N ot returned from A ssem bly . ..  . . .  ... . .. ••• 2

Second reading put off “ six  months ” . ..  . . .  ... . .. ••• £
Second reading negatived



P R O C E E D I N G S  ON B I L L S .

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0 .

A p p r o p r i a t i o n  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An Act to
apply a sum out o f the Consolidated Revenue 
to the service o f the year ending on the thirtieth 
day o f June One thousand nine hundred and, to 
appropriate the Supplies granted in this Session 
o f Parliament.'’— {Hon. J. M. Davies.) — 
Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 14th February, 1900, 
p. 147.

Read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
am endm ent; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 14th 
February, p. 154. (Assented to 20th February. 
Act No. 1653.)

A r a r a t  L a n d  R e s u m p t io n  B i l l . —Bill intituled 
“ An Act to provide for the Resumption by the 
Crown o f certain Land in the parish of Ararat.” 
— (Hon. W. McCidloch.)— Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
16tli August, 1899, p. 45.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 23rd August, 
p. 51. (Assented to 30th Avgust. Act No. 
1610.)

A u s t r a l a s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n  E n a b l i n g  A c t  A m e n d ­
m e n t  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to amend 
the ‘Australasian Federation Enabling Act ( Vic­
toria) 1896.” ’-{H o n . S ir H. Cuthbert.)—  
Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 4th July , 1899, p. 21.

Read a second time and committed; considered 
in Committee aud reported without amendment; 
report considered and adopted ; motion, That 
this Bill be now read a third time. The 
President said :—66 I t has been suggested to me 
by Mr. Knox that it would be interesting to 
have the names of the honorable Members 
voting for the third reading of the Bill 
recorded. I t  will not be necessary to take a 
division. If  honorable Members who are in 
favour of the Bill will pass to the right of the 
Chair, I  will instruct the Clerk to record their 
names.” Question—put. The Clerk having-
reported that the names of the following Mem­
bers had been recorded as having voted for the 
third reading of the Bill, viz. :—The Honor- 
ables J .  H. Abbott, J .  Balfour, J .  Bell, F. 
Brown, J .  C. Campbell, T. Comrie, S. W. 
Cooke, Sir M. Cuthbert, J . M. Davies, T. Dow­
ling, Dr. W. II. Embling, N. FitzGerald, 
G. Godfrey, F. S. Grim wade, D. Ham, W. 
Knox, N. Levi, J . Y. McDonald, D. Melville,
E. Miller, E. Morey, W. Id. S. Osmand, 
W. P itt, J .  M. P ratt, R. Reid, A. 0 . Sachse, 
Lieut.-Col. Sir F, T. Sargood, Sir A. 
Snowden, N. Tbornley, W. I. -Winter-Irving, 
Sir H. J .  Wrixon, and A. Wynne—the Presi­
dent declared the question to have been 
resolved in the affirmative ; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 5th July, pp. 23-4. (Assented 
to 7th July. Act No. 1603.)

B a i l i w i c k s  B o u n d a r i e s  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An 
Act to amend the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890 ’ 
with regard to the Boundaries o f the Eastern 
and Central Bailiwicl's.”—(Hon. J. M. Davies.) 
— Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 14th February, 1900, p. 163.

Read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
amendment ; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 14th Feb­
ruary, p. 163. (Assented, to 19th February.
Act No. 1647.)

C o m p a n ie s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .
■—Bill intituled “ An Act to further amend the 
‘ Companies Act 1890.’ ”— (Hon. J. M. Davies.) 
—Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 14tli February, 1900, p. 154.

Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 
time—debate adjourned, 14th February, p. 158; 
debate resumed ; Bill read a second time and 
committed ; considered in Committee and re­
ported with an amendment ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 14th February, p. 159.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the amendment of the Council, 
14th February, p. 162.

Message from the Assembly transmitting Mes­
sage from His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor recommending an amendment in the 
Bill, to which the Assembly had agreed ; His 
Excellency’s amendment considered and agreed 
to, 20th February, p. 167. (Assented to 20th 
February. Act No. 1649.)

C o m p a n ie s  ( R u l e s  a n d  O r d e r s )  B i l l . — Bill re­
lating to certain general rules and orders made 
under the Companies Act 1896.— (Hon. J. M. 
Davies.)—Initiated, by leave, and read a first 
time, 9th January, 1900, p. 104.

Motion— That this Bill be now read a second 
time ; further motion for the adjournment of 
the debate negatived ; Bill read a second time 
and committed ; considered in Committee and 
reported without amendment ; report con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time 
and passed, 10th January, p. 107.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the Bill, 14th February, p. 162. 
(Assented to 19th February. Act No. 1645.)

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e  B i l l . — B ill intituled
“ An Act to provide for the creation o f  a 
Corporate Body in which property belonging to 
the Congregational College o f Victoria may be 
vested and for declaring the Trusts on which 
same is to be held.”— (Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. 
Sargood.)—Brought from the Legislative As­
sembly and read a first time, 31st January, 
1900, p. 129.

Standing Orders relating to Private Bills, by 
leave, suspended, and all fees remitted with 
regard to the Bill, and Bill read a second time 
and committed ; considered in Committee and



C o n g r e g a t io n a l  C o l l e g e  B i l l — continued.
reported without am endm ent; report con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time 
and passed, 1st February, p. 133. {Assented 
to 8th February. Act No. 1636.)

C o n s o l id a te d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o . 1).—Bill in­
tituled “ A n Act to apply out o f the Consoli­
dated Revenue the sum of Five hundred and 
eighty-four thousand nine hundred and ninety - 
seven pounds to the service o f the year One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One 
thousand nine hundred.”— {Hon. Sir H. Cuth- 
bert.)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
and read a first time ; read a second time, by 
leave, and committed ; considered in Com­
mittee and reported without amendment; re­
port considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 11th July, 1899, p. 28. 
{Assented to 12th July. Act No. 1604.)

C o n s o l id a te d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o . 2).—Bill in­
tituled “ A n  Act to apply out o f the Consoli­
dated Revenue the sum of One hundred and 
sixty-seven thousand seven hundred and sixty-six 
grounds to the service o f  the year One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-eight and ninety-nine.” 
— {Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
23rd August, 1899, p. 50.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 29th August, 
p. 53. {Assented to 30th August. Act No. 
1612.)

C o n s o l id a te d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o . 3).—Bill in­
tituled u An Act to apply out o f the Consoli­
dated Revenue the sum of One million one 
hundred and seventy-eight thousand five hundred 
and thirty-one pounds to the service o f the year 
One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and 
One thousand nine hundred.”— {Hon. Sir II. 
Cuthbert.')—Brought from the Legislative A s­
sembly and read a first time ; read a second 
time, by leave, and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported without amendment ; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 29th August, 1899, pp. 
54-5. (Assented to 30th August. Act No.
1613.)

C o n s o l id a te d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (No. 4).—Bill in­
tituled “ A n  Act to apply out o f the Consoli­
dated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and 
ninety-one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
eight pounds to the service o f the year One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and 
One thousand nine hundred.”— {Hon. Sir II. 
Cuthbert.)—Brought from the Legislative As­
sembly and read a first time, 28th November, 
1899, p. 96.

Read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
amendment; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 28th 
November, pp. 96-7. {Assented to 80th Novem­
ber. Act No. 1624.)

C o n s o l id a te d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (No. 5).— Bill in­
tituled “An Act to apply out o f the Consoli­
dated Revenue the sum o f  Three hundred and 
seventy-six thousand six hundred and fifty-nine 
pounds to the service o f the year One thousand 
eight hundred, and ninety-nine and One thousand 
nine hundred.”— {Hon. J. Balfour.)—Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first

C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o .  5)— continued.
time ; read a second time, by leave, and com­
mitted ; considered in Committee and reported 
without amendment ; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
5th December, 1899, p. 101. {Assented to loth 
December. Act No. 1626.)

C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o .  6).—Bill inti­
tuled “ An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated 
Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and seventy- 
eight thousand one hundred and fifty-seven 
pounds to the service o f the year One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand 
nine hundred.”— {Hon. J. M. Davies.)—Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time ; read a second time, by leave, and com­
mitted ; considered in Committee and reported 
without amendment ; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
30tli January, 1900, pp. 127-8. {Assented to 
31s£ January. Act No. 1628.)

C r e m a t io n  B i l l . —Bill to regulate Cremation and 
for other purposes.— {Hon. F. S. Qrimwade.)— 
Initiated and read a first time, 16th August, 
1899, p. 44.

Read a second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported with an amendment, 
30th August, p. 58.

' Report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 27th September, p. 69. 
Bill not returned from the Assembly.

C r im e s  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — Bill to amend the 
Crimes A cts.— {IIon. Sir II. Cuthbert.)— 
Initiated, by leave, and read a first time, 21st 
November, 1899, p. 91.

Order for second reading discharged and Bill 
withdrawn, 16th January, 1900, p. 111.

C y a n id e  P a t e n t  R i g h t s  P u r c h a s e  B i l l . —Bill in­
tituled u An Act authorizing the State to acquire 
certain Patent and other Rights relating to the 
Extraction o f Gold and Silver by the Cyanide 
Process.”— {Hon. J. M. Davies.)—Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time ; read a second time, by leave, and 
committed ; considered in Committee and re­
ported with amendments ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 15th February, 1900 (morn­
ing), p. 164.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to one of the amendments of the 
Council and have agreed to another of the said 
amendments with amendments ; amendments 
considered ; the Council disagree with the 
amendment of the Assembly to omit certain 
words from new clause A, and agree to the 
amendment to insert other words, but to insert 
such words at the end of the clause, 15th Feb­
ruary (morning), p. 165.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
do not insist on their amendment to omit 
certain words from new clause A, disagreed 
with by the Council, and that they have agreed 
to the further amendment of the Council in 
the said clause, 15tli F e b ru a ry  (morning), 
p. 166. {Assented to 19th February. Act No. 
1648.)

E v i d e n c e  L aw  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — Bill to amend 
the Law of Evidence with regard to tlio Office 
of Deputy Registrar-General. {Hon. Sir II. 
Cuthbert.)—Initiated and read a first time, 
27th June, 1899, p. 13.



E v i d e n c e  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — continued.
Read a second time and committed ; considered 

in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 4th July,
p. 20.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the Bill with an amendment, 
lGth August, p. 46.

Amendment considered and agreed to, 23rd 
August, p. 51. (Assented to 30th August. Act
No. 1611.)

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  
B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An Act to further 
amend the Factories and Shops Acts.”— {Hon. 
J. IS I. Davies.')— Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 10th J a n ­
uary, 1900, pp. 107-8.

Petition presented, 23rd January, p. 117.
Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 

time ; amendment proposed to omit all the 
words after “ That ” with a view to insert in 
place thereof the following wnrds :— “ in view 
of the early federation of the Australasian 
Colonies, and with the object of securing 
uniform legislation on the subject of ‘ An 
Act to consolidate the Law relating to the 
supervision and regulation of Factories and 
Work-rooms and the limitation of the Hours 
of Trading in Shops,’ it is the opinion of 1 his 
House that Act No. 1091 and all Acts amend­
ing the same shall remain in full force and 
effect until 30th of June, 1901, and this House 
declares that it is the immediate duty of the 
Government to appoint a Royal Commission 
to inquire into the working of the existing 
factory legislation " —debate adjourned, 16th 
January, p. 110 ; debate resumed ; amendment, 
by leave, withdrawn and Bill read a second 
time and committed ; considered in Committee, 
23rd January, p. 118.

Further considered in Committee, 24th January, 
p. 125 ; 30th January, pp. 127, 128 ; 31st 
January, p. 129 ; 1st February, p. 131.

Reported with amendments, 1st February, p. 131.
Recommitted for the reconsideration of clauses 

3, 4, 7, 13, 16, and 46 ; reconsidered in Com­
mittee and re-reported with further amend­
ments ; report, by leave, considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
1st February, p. 131.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to some of the amendments of the 
Council, have disagreed with others of the 
said amendments, and have agreed to others of 
the said amendments with amendments, 6th 
February, p. 137.

Motion— That a Free Conference be desired 
with the Assembly on the subject-matter of 
the amendments made by the Council and dis­
agreed with by the Assembly, or agreed to 
with amendments—resolved in the affirmative, 
and seven Members appointed Managers of 
the Conference, 6th February, p. 138.

Manager of the Conference discharged from 
attendance, 7th February, p. 139.

Manager of the Conference appointed, 7th Feb­
ruary, p. 139.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have appointed seven Members to confer with 
a like number of Members of the Council on 
the subject-matter of the amendments made by

F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m endm ent 
B i l l —continued. 

the Council and disagreed with by the As­
sembly, or agreed to with amendments, and 
naming the South Library as the place and 
Wednesday, the 7th February instant, at a 
quarter to five o’clock in the afternoon, as the 
time of meeting of the said Conference, 7th 
February, p. 139.

The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood stated 
on behalf of the Managers for the Council that 
they had met the Managers for the Assembly, 
and had agreed to report as follows :—

1. That the Conference has arrived at an agree­
ment upon all the points of difference be­
tween the two Houses.

2. That amendments embodying the result of
its agreement will be printed and circu­
lated at the earliest moment possible.

3. T hat the Conference has agreed to omit in
clause 13 the words “ any building or place 
in which gas or electricity is prepared or 
produced.”

4. That the Conference has agreed to certain
amendments in clause 16 under which the 
Governor in Council may on the resolution 
of either House appoint Special Boards to 
be elected as prescribed.

5. That it is agreed that as to the clothing trade
there shall he only one Board.

6. That the question of fixing piece-work prices
or rates in lieu of wages shall be decided by 
the Special Board on appeal by the employer.

7. That clause 36, relating to the compulsory
half-holiday, shall be omitted.

8. That clause 41, limiting the hours of male
shop assistants, shall be confined to the 
Metropolitan district.

9. That clause 43, giving power to the Governor
in Council to limit the hours for carters and 
carriers, and providing for a half-holiday, 
shall be made applicable to the Metropoli­
tan district only.

10. T hat the Act shall remain in force for two 
years, and thence uniil the end of the next 
ensuing Session of P arliam ent; 8th Febru­
ary, p. 141.

Report from the Managers of the Free Confer­
ence considered ; recommendations of the Free 
Conference except those relating to clause 16 
agreed to ; motion—That the Council agree to 
the recommendation of the Free Conference on 
amendment numbered 7 (clause 16) ; amend­
ment proposed to omit the words “ either 
House ” from the recommendation (column 3), 
with a view to insert in place thereof the words 
“ both Houses”—but not m ade; original motion 
put and resolved in the affirmative, ana the 
other recommendations of the Free Conference 
with regard to clause 16 agreed to, 14th 
February, pp. 147-54.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have concurred with the Council in agreeing 
to the recommendations of the Free Conference, 
14th February, p. 159.

Message from the Assembly transmitting Mes­
sage from His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor recommending certain amendments 
in the Bill, to which the Assembly had agreed ; 
His Excellency's amendments considered and 
agreed to, 20th February, p. 168. (Assented
to 20th February. Act No. 1654.)



G e e lo n g  M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l . —Bill in­
titu le! “ An Act for the Incoiporation o f the 
Mechanics’ Institute at Geelong and, fo r other 
■purposes A — {Hon. Sir H. J. Wrixon. ) — 
Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 11th July, 1899, p. 27.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 16th August, p. 45.

Further considered in Committee and reported 
with amendments ; motion for Bill to be re-

* committed for reconsideration—negatived ; re­
port, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 23rd August, 
p. 50.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the amendments of the Council, 
30th August, p. 57. {Assented to 18th Sep­
tember. Act No. 1614.)

G e e lo n g  R e fo r m e d  P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r c h  o f  
I r e la n d  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An Act re­
lating to the Reformed Presbyterian Church o f 
Ireland at Geelong.”— {Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert.) 
—Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 22ud August, 1899, p. 47.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 23rd August, 
pp. 50-1. {Assented to ZOth August. Act No. 
1608.)

G o v e r n m e n t  T h r e e  p e r  c e n t . S to c k  B i l l . —Bill 
intituled “ An Act to authorize the raising o f  
Money for certain purposes by increasing the 
amount o f Victorian Government Three per cent. 
Stock.”—{lion. Sir H. Cuthbert.') — Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 1st November, 1899, pp. 85-6.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 14th Novem­
ber, pp. 88-9. {Assented to 27th November. 
Act No. 1623.)

H a m ilto n  M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  B i l l . —Bill 
intituled “ A n Act to provide fo r the Sale o f 
certain Lands set apart as a Site for a Mechanics’' 
Institute at Hamilton.”— {Hon. D. Melville.)— 
Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 23rd January, 1900, p. 118.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 31st January, 
p. 130. {Assented to 8th February. Act No. 
1634.)

H a w k e r s  an d  P e d le r s  L a w  A m en d m en t B i l l . —  
Bill intituled “An Act to amend the Law relating 
to Hawkers and P e d le r s —{Hon. W. McCul- 
loch.)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
and read a first time, 22nd August, 1899, p. 48.

Petition presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 29th August, p. 53.

Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 
time—on division, resolved in the affirmative ; 
Bill read a second time and committed ; con­
sidered in Committee and reported with amend­
ments ; report, by leave, considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
29th August, p. 54.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have disagreed with the amendments of the 
Council, 16th January, 1900, p. 110.

H a w k e r s  a n d  P e d l e r s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B il l —
continued.

Amendments considered ; the Council insist on 
their amendments disagreed with by the As­
sembly, 17th January, p. 116.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
insist on disagreeing with the amendments in­
sisted on by the Council, 14th February, p. 155.

Amendments considered ; the Council still insist 
on their amendments disagreed with by the 
Assembly, 14th February, p. 157. Bill not 
returned from the Assembly.

H o s p i t a l s  a n d  C h a r i t i e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  
B i l l . — Bill to amend the Hospitals and 
Charities Act 1890.— {Hon. J. M. Davies.)— 
Initiated and read a first time, 23rd August,
1899, p. 49.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 30th August, 
p. 58. Bill not returned from the Assembly.

I m m ig r a t io n  R e s t r i c t i o n  B i l l . —Bill intituled 
“ An Act to place certain Restrictions on Immi­
gration.”— {Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert.)— Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time, 29th November, 1899, p. 99.

Petition presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 9th January, 1900, p. 104.

Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 
time ; amendment proposed to put oh for 
“ six m onths”—debate adjourned, 9th January, 
pp. 104-5 ; debate resumed, and second read­
ing, on division, put off for “ six months,” 16th 
January, p. 111.

I n c o m e  T a x  B i l l . — Bill intituled “ An Act to revive 
continue and amend the Income Tax Acts and 
declare the Rates o f Income Tax thereunder for  
the Year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December One thousand nine hundred.”—{Hon. 
D. Melville.)— Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 1st February,
1900, p. 132.

Read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
amendment ; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 1st Feb­
ruary, p. 132. {Assented to 8th February. 
Act No. 1635.)

I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o ­
h i b i t i o n  B i l l . — Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
prohibit. Indecent or Obscene Advertisements.”— 
{IIon.D. M elville.)—Brought from the Legis­
lative Assembly and read a first time, 11th 
July, 1899, p. 27.

Petition presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 1st August, p. 32.

Motion—T hat this Bill be now read a second 
time—dehate adjourned, 29th November, 
p. 99 ; debate resumed and further adjourned, 
9th January, 1900, p. 105 ; debate resumed ; 
Bill read a second time and committed ; con­
sidered in Committee and reported with amend­
ments and with an amended title, viz. :— 
“ An A ct to amend the ‘ Crimes A ct 1891 ; ” ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 8th February, 
p. 143.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the amendments of the Council 
14th February, p. 162. {Assented to \f)th 
February. Act No. 1643.)



I n f a n t  L i f e  P r o t e c t io n  A c t  1890 A m endm ent 
B i l l . —Bill to amend the In fant L ife Protec­
tion Act 1890.— (Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert.)— 
Initiated, by leave, and read a first time, 30th 
Augnst, 1899, p. 57.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with amendments, 
26t’n September, p. 67.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
Bill recommitted for the consideration of a 
proposed new clause and the reconsideration 
of the Schedule ; reconsidered in Committee 
and re-reported with further amendments; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 11th October, 
p. 74. Bill not returned from the Assembly.

K e r a n g  S h o w  Y a r d s  S a le  B i l l . — Bill intituled 
“ An Act to provide for the Sale o f the Show 
Yards at K e ra n g — (Hon. J. Bell.) —Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time, 11th July , 1899, p. 27.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 16th August, 
p. 44. (Assented to 30th Avgust. Act No.
1607.)

L an d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m endm ent B i l l . —Bill in­
tituled “ An A ct to further amend the Land 
Acts.”— (Hon. D. Melville.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
23rd January, 1900, pp. 117-18.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with amendments ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 1st February, 
p. 132.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to some of the amendments of the 
Council, and have agreed to one of the said 
amendments with amendments, 6th February, 
p. 138.

Amendments considered ; the Council agree to the 
amendments of the Assembly on an amend­
ment of the Council, 8th February, p. 142.

Message from the Assembly transmitting a com­
munication from the Clerk of the Parliaments 
calling attention to a clerical error in the Bill, 
which error the Assembly had agreed to correct; 
Council concur in the correction of the error, 
14th February, p. 157. (Assented to \9th Feb­
ruary. Act No. 1641.)

L ic e n c e s  V a l id a t in g  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An  
Act to vcdidate certain Licences and fo r  other 
p u rp o ses— (Hon. J. M. Davies.)—Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time, 14th February, 1900, p. 155.

Read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
amendment ; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 14th Feb­
ruary, p. 163. (Assented to 19th February. 
Act No. 1646.)

L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C om panies A m en d m en t B i l l . —  
Bill to amend the provisions of the Companies 
A ct 1890 relating to Life Assurance and for 
other purposes.—(Hon. S ir II. Cuthbert.)—• 
Initiated, by leave, and read a first time, 27th 
June, 1899, pp. 14-15.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 4th July, p. 20.

L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n ie s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —
continued.

Further considered in Committee and reported 
with amendments and with an amended title, 
viz.:— u A  Bill to amend the provisions o f the 
Companies Acts relating to L if e Assurance and 

for other purposes.” 12(h September, p. 65.
Order for consideration of report discharged and 

Bill recommitted for reconsideration ; recon­
sidered in Committee and re-reported with 
further amendments ; report, by leave, con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time 
and passed, 10th October, p. 72. Bill not 
returned from the Assembly.

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d ­
m e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 1).— Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
to further amend the ‘ Local Government Act 
1890.’”— (Hon. J. H. Abbott.)—Brought from 
the Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
11th July, 1899, p. 28.

Petition presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 12th September, p. 65.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 23rd August, p. 50.

Further considered in Committee and reported 
without amendment ; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
27th September, p. 69. (Assented to 16th 
October. Act No. 1616.)

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d ­
m e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 2).—Bill intituled “ An Act 
to further amend the 6 Local Government Act 
1890.’”— (Hon. D. Melville.)—Brought from 
the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 23rd January, 1900, p. 118.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amendment; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 1st February, pp. 133-4. 
(Assented to 8th February. Act No. 1637.)

M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — 
Bill intituled “ A n  Act to further amend, the 
i Marine Act 1890.’”— (Hon. W. McCulloch.) 
— Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 16tlr August, 1899, p. 45.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with amendments ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 10th October, 
p. 72.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to some of the amendments of the 
Council, have disagreed with one of the said 
amendments, and have agreed to another of 
the said amendments with an amendment, 1st 
November, p. 84.

Amendments considered ; the Council insist on 
their amendment disagreed with by the 
Assembly, and agree to the amendment of the 
Assembly on an amendment of the Council 
with a further amendment, 16th January, 
1900, p. 111.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to the further amendment of the 
Council on the amendment made by the 
Assembly on the Council’s amendment in 
clause 7, and that they do not insist on 
disagreeing with the amendment made and 
insisted on by the Council in the same clause, 
but have agreed to the same with further 
amendments ; amendments considered ; the 
Council agree to the further amendments 
made by the Assembly on an amendment of 
the Council, 14th February, pp. 155-6.



M a r in e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —
continued.

Message from the Assembly transmitting Mes­
sage from II is Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor recommending an amendment in the 
Bill, to which the Assembly had agreed ; His 
Excellency’s amendment considered and 
agreed to, 20th February, p. 168. (Assented
to 20th February. Act No. 1650.)

M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l . —Bill for the proper super­
vision of the Slaughtering of Animals and the 
Sale of Meat and for other purposes.—{Hon. 
Sir H. Cuthberi.)—Initiated, by leave, and read 
a first time, 27th June, 1899, p. 15.

Petitions presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 11th July, p. 26 ; 8th August, 
p. 33 ; 15th August, p. 41.

Motion— That this Bill be now read a second 
time — debate adjourned, 12th September, 
p. 65 ; debate resumed and further adjourned, 
10th October, p. 72 ; debate resumed ; Bill 
read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 11th October, p. 73.

Further considered in Committee, 17th October, 
p. 75 ; 24th October, p. 80 ; 31st October,
p. 82.

Reported with amendments, 31st October, p. 82.
Order for consideration of report discharged and 

Bill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, A, 7, 16, 30, 32, and 43 ; 
reconsidered in Committee and re-reported with 
further amendments ; report, by leave, con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time 
and passed, 1st November, p. 86.

Report from the Clerk of a correction made by 
him in the Bill, 14th November, p. 87.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the Bill with amendments, 14th 
February, 1900, p. 155.

Amendments considered and agreed to, 14th 
February, pp. 157-8.

Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
G-overnor recommending certain amendments 
in the Bill ; His Excellency’s amendments 
considered and agreed to, 20th February, p. 167.

Message from the Assembly notifying their agree­
ment to His Excellency’s amendments, 20th 
February, p. 169. {Assented to 20th February. 
Act No. 1652.)

M e l b o u r n e  a n d  M e t r o p o l i t a n  B o a r d  o f  W o r k s  
A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — 
Bill intituled “ An Act to further amend the 
‘ Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
Act 1890.’ ”— {lion. D. Melville.')—Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time, 11th July, 1899, pp. 26-7.

Petition presented, 9th August, p. 39.
Motion for second reading negatived, 16 th August,

p. 45.
M e l b o u r n e  T r a m w a y  a n d  O m n ib u s C o m p a n y ’s 

A c t  1883 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —Bill 
intituled “ An Act to further amend ‘ The Mel­
bourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's Act 
1883.” ’— {Hon. Sir IT. Cuthbert.)— Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 1st February, 1900, p. 131.

Petition presented, 1st February, p. 132.
Read a second time ; motion—That this Bill be 

committed ; amendment proposed to add the 
words “ to a Select Committee” ; debate 
adjourned, 6th February, p. 137 ; debate

M e l b o u r n e  T r a m w a y  a n d  O m n ib u s  C o m p a n y ’s
A c t  1883 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —
continued.

resumed ; amendment, on division, agreed to 
and motion, as amended, resolved in the 
affirmative ; Bill committed to a Select Com­
mittee, 6th February, p. 138.

Order for referring Bill to Select Committee, by 
leave, rescinded, 14th February, p. 159.

Committed, by leave, to a Committee of the 
whole ; considered in Committee and reported 
with an amendment ; report, by leave, con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time 
and passed, 14th February, p. 159.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to the amendment of the Council 
with an amendment ; amendment considered : 
the Council disagree with the amendment made 
by the Assembly on the amendment of the 
Council, 14th February, pp. 162-3.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
do not insist on their amendment on the amend­
ment made by the Council, but have made a 
further amendment in lieu thereof; amendment 
considered ; the Council disagree with the 
further amendment of the Assembly, 15th 
February (morning), pp. 164-5.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
insist on their further amendment on the 
amendment of the Council, disagreed with 
by the Council, 15th February (morning), 
p. 165. Bill lapsed.

M in in g  D e v e l o p m e n t  A c t  1896 f u r t h e r  A m e n d ­
m e n t  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ A n Act to further 
amend the 1 Mining Development Act 1896.’”— 
{Hon. J. M. Davies.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
16th January, 1900, p. 110.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 17th January, 
p. 114. {Assented to 8th February. Act No.
1632.)

M o o r p a n y a l  L a n d  A c t  1897 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —  
Bill intituled “ An Act to amend the 1 Moor­
panyal Land Act 1897.’ ”— {Hon. W. McCid- 
loch.)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
and read a first time, 16th August, 1899, 
p. 45.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 23rd August, 
p. 51. {Assented to 30th August. Act iVo. 1609.)

M u n i c ip a l  C o u n c i l s  ( M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t s )  
C o n t r i b u t io n s  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An Act 
to authorize Contributions by Municipal Councils 
towards Military Contingents for South Africa 
or any members thereof or their relatives? — 
{Hon. J. M. Davies.)— Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
8th February, 1900, p. 142.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with amendments 
and with an amended title, viz.:—“ An Act to 
authorize Contributions by Municipal Councils 
Banks and other Bodies towards Military Con­
tingents for South Africa or any members thereof 
or their relatives report, by leave, considered 
and adopted ; Bill read the third time and 
passed, 8th February, p. 143.



M u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l s  ( M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t s )  
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  B i l l — continued.

Message from, the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to some of the amendments of the 
Council, and have agreed to one of the said 
amendments with amendments ; amendments 
considered and agreed to, 14 th February, 
p. 155. (Assented to 19th February. Act No.
1640.)

M u n i c i p a l  O v e r d r a f t s  I n d e m n i t y  B i l l .  —  B il l  
in t itu le d  “ An Act to indemnify the Councillors 
o f various Municipalities fo r  Borrowing Moneys 
by Overdrafts on Bankers fo r the purposes o f  
their Municipalities contrary to the provisions 
o f the 1 Local Government Act 1 8 9 0 .’ ”— {Hon.
J. M. Davies.)—Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 16th January, 
1900, p. 109.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 17th January, 
p. 114. {Assented to 8th February. Act No.
1630.)

M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ A n  
Act to amend the Local Government Acts with 
regard to Valuations.”— {Hon. J. M. Davies.') 
—Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 11th July, 1899, p. 26.

Motion'—That this Bill be now read a second 
time—debate adjourned, 16th August, p. 44 ; 
debate resumed ; Bill read a second time and ! 
com m itted; considered in Committee, 23rd 
August, p. 49.

Further considered in Committee, 30th August, 
p. 58 ; 27th September, p. 69.

Reported with amendments and with an amended 
title, v iz .:— “ A n Act to amend the Local Go­
vernment Acts with regard to Valuations and for  
other purposes,” 27th September, p. 69.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
Bill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 2, B, and C ; reconsidered in Com­
mittee, 18th October, p. 78.

Further reconsidered in Committee, and re­
reported with further amendments, 1st Novem­
ber, p. 85.

Report considered and adopted; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 14th November, p. 89.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to one of the amendments of the 
Council, and have disagreed with the other 
amendments, 16th January, 1900, p. 110.

Amendments considered ; the Council insist on 
some of their amendments disagreed with by 
the Assembly, and do not insist on their amend­
ment to insert clauses A, B, and C, 17th 
January, p. 115. Bill not returned from the 
Assembly.

P i l o t s ’ A d v a n c e  R e p a y m e n t  A c t  1898 A m e n d ­
m e n t  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ A n  Act to amend 
the ‘ Pilots’ Advance Repayment Act 1898.’ ”— 
{Hon. Sir H . Cuthbert.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
1st November, 1899, p. 84.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 14th Novem­
ber, pp. 87-8. {Assented to 21th November. 
Act No. 1620.)

P l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . —Bill intituled
“ An Act to abolish Flared Voting in the Elec­
tions o f Members of the Legislcdive Assembly.”— 
{Hon. W. McCulloch.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
8th August, 1899, p. 33.

Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 
time—on division, resolved in the affirmative ; 
Bill read a second time and committed ; con­
sidered in Committee and reported without 
am endm ent; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 15th 
August, pp. 41-2. {Assented to 30th August. 
Act No. 1606.)

P o i s o n s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — 
Bill to further amend the Poisons Act 1890. 
— {Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert.)—Initiated, by leave, 
and read a first time, 5th July, 1899, p. 23.

Motion—T hat this Bill be now read a second 
time—debate adjourned, 11th July, p. 28 ; 
debate resumed ; Bill read a second time and 
committed ; considered in Committee and 
reported with amendments, 8th August, p. 34.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
Bill recommitted for reconsideration ; recon­
sidered in Committee and re-reported with 
further amendments, 22nd August, p. 47.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
Bill recommitted for reconsideration ; recon­
sidered in Committee and re-reported with 
further amendments ; report, by leave, con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time 
and passed, 29 th August, p. 55. Bill not 
returned from the Assembly.

P o l i c e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  
A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —Bill to further amend 
Part IV . of the Police 0 fences Act 1890 and 
for other purposes.—{Hon. S ir H. Cuthbert.)— 
Initiated, by leave, and read a first time, 31st 
October, 1899, p. 82.

Order for second reading discharged and Bill 
withdrawn, 16th January, 1900, p. 111.

P r a h r a n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l . —Bill in­
tituled “ A n  Act to provide for the Incorporation 
and Government o f the Prahran Mechanics' 
Institute .”—{Hon. G. -Godfrey.)—Brought from 
the Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
11th July, 1899, p. 27.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with amendments ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 27th September, 
p. 70.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the amendments of the Council, 
11th October, p. 73. {Assented to 27th October. 
Act No. 1617.)

P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An Act to 
authorize the Shire o f Preston to construct 
certain permanent Works and Undertakings in 
lieu o f certain other permanent Works and 
Undertakings.”—{Hon. D. Melville.)—Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 23rd January, 1900, p. 118.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment, 1st February, p. 133.

Recommitted for the reconsideration of the pre­
amble ; reconsidered in Committee and re-re­
ported with amendments ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 1st February, p. 133,



P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l — con tin ued .
Message from the Assembly notifying their 

agreement to the amendments of the Council, 
6th February, p. 137. (Assented to 19ith Feb­
ruary. Act No. 1638.)

P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l . —Bill relating 
to the observance of certain Public and Bank 
Holidays.—(lion. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. Scir- 
good.)—Initiated, by leave, and read a first 
time, 10th October, 1899, p. 71.

Petitions presented and referred to the Com­
mittee of the whole on the Bill, 24th October, 
p. 79; 31st October, p. 81; 1st November, p. 83.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 18th October, p. 78.

Further considered in Committee, 24th October, 
p. 80 ; 1st November, p. 84.

Reported with amendments ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 1st November, p. 84. Bill not 
returned from the Assembly.

R a i l w a y  a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  
A c t  1898 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — 
Bill intituled “ An Act to further amend the 
‘ Railioay and Public Works Loan Application 
A ct 1898.’ ” — (Hon. S ir H. Cuthbert.)— 
Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 1st November, 1899, p. 85.

Read a second time and comjnitted ; considered 
in Committee and reported Avithout amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 14th Novem­
ber, p. 88. (Assented to 27th November. Act 
No. 1621.)

R a i l a v a y  a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  
A c t  1 8 9 8  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  (No. 2 ) .  
— Bill intituled “ A n Act to further amend the 
6 Railway and Public Works Loan Application 
Act 1 8 9 8 .’ ”— (Hon. D. Melville.)— Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 16th January, 1 9 0 0 , p. 110.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 17th January, 
p. 115. (Assented to 8th February. Act No.
1633.)

R a i l w a y  L a n d s  A c q u i s i t i o n  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  
B i l l . —Bill intituled “ A n Act to amend the 
Railway Lands Acquisition Acts.”— (Hon. S ir
II. Cuthbert.')—Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time ; read a second 
time, by leave, and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported without amendment ; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 11th July, 1899, pp. 
28-9. (Assented to 17th July. Act No. 1605.)

R a i l w a y  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  B i l l . — Bill intituled 
“ A n Act to authorize the Expenditure o f certain 
sums o f Money available under Loan Acts fo r  
Railways.”— (Hon. J. Balfour.) — Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time, 16th January, 1900, pp. 109-10.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 17th January, 
p. 114. (Assented to 8th February. Act No.
1631.)

R o m s e y  P u b l i c  P a r k  B i l l . — B il l  in t itu le d  11 An
Act to provide fo r the resumption by the Crown 
o f a portion o f the Romsey Public Park .”— 
(Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 10th 
October, 1899, pp. 71-2.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 17th October, 
p. 75. (Assented to 27th October. Act No. 
1618.)

S t a t e  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s  B i l l . —Bill intituled 
“ An Act relating to State School Teachers.”— 
(Hon. J . M. Davies.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
8 th February, 1900, p. 143.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with an amend­
ment; report, by leave, considered and adopted; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 14th Feb­
ruary, p. 156.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the amendment of the Council, 
14th February, p. 159. (Assented to 19th 
February. Act No. 1642.)

S u r p l u s  R e v e n u e  B i l l . —Bill intituled “ An Act 
relating to the Surplus Revenue o f the Financial 
Year ended on the thirtieth day o f June One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine. 
(Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert.)— Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 1st 
November, 1899, p. 85.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amendment; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 14th November, p. 88. 
(Assented, to With November. Act No. 1622.)

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . — Bill to prevent 
the use of Trading Stamps Coupons and other 
Devices on the Sale or Exchange of Property. 
— (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. Sargood.)— 
Initiated, by leave, and read a first time, 11th 
October, 1899, p. 74.

Petition presented and referred to the Commit­
tee on the Bill, 18th October, p. 78.

Petitions presented and referred to the Select 
Committee on the Bill, 31st October, p. 81 ; 
1st November, p. 83; 21st November, p. 9 2 ; 
22nd November, p. 93 ; 28th November, 
p. 95.

Petition presented, 24th January,|1900, p. 121.
Read a second time and committed to a Select 

Committee, 18th October, 1899, p. 78.
Members of Select Committee appointed, 18th 

October, p. 78 ; 9th January, 1900, p. 104.
Power given to Select Committee to hear coun­

sel (to such extent as they shall think fit) on 
behalf of persons interested in the Bill, 24th 
October, 1899, p. 79.

Report of Select Committee brought up, 10th 
January, 1900, p. 107.

Motion to recommit Bill to a Committee of the 
whole on Wednesday next—resolved in the 
affirmative, 10th January, p. 107.

Considered in Committee, 17th January, p. 113.
Further considered in Committee and reported 

with an amendment, 24th January, p. 121,



T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — con tin ued .
Recommitted for the reconsideration of clause 3; 

reconsidered in Committee and re-reported with 
further amendments ; report, by leave, con­
sidered and adopted ; Bill read the third time, 
further amended, and passed, 24th January, 
p. 121. Bill not returned from the Assembly.

V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  A c t  1896 C o n t i n u a t i o n  
B i l l . —Bill to continue the Vegetation Diseases 
Act 1896.— (lion . JV. McCulloch.)—Initiated, 
by leave, and read a first time, 21st Novem­
ber, 1899, p. 91.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 9th January, 
1900, p .  105.

Message from the Assembly notifying their 
agreement to the Bill, 14th February, p. 162. 
(.Assented to 19th February. Act No. 1644.)

V e r m in  D e s t r u c t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .  
—Bill intituled “ An Act to amend the ‘ Vermin 
Destruction Act 1 8 9 0 . — (Hon. D. Melville.') 
—Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 1st August, 1899, pp. 31-2.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported with amendments, 
16th August, p. 44.

Recommitted for reconsideration ; reconsidered 
in Committee and re-reported with a further 
amendment; report, by leave, considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
16th August, p. 44.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to the amendment of the Council 
with an amendment ; amendment considered 
and agreed to, 30th August, p. 58. (Assented
•to 18th September. Act No. 1615.)

V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l .  — Bill 
intituled “ An Act to provide for the government 
discipline and maintenance o f a Victorian Con­
tingent for sendee with Her Majesty’s Regular 
Forces in South Africa.”— (Hon. W. McCulloch.) 
—Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 24th October, 1899, p. 80.

Read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
amendment; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 24th 
October, p. 80. (Assented to 27th October. 
Act No. 1619.)

V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l  (No. 2 ) .—  
Bill intituled u An Act to provide for the 
government discipline and maintenance o f a 

' Second Victorian Contingent for service with 
Her Majesty’s Regular Forces in South AfricaV  
■—(Hon. D. Melville.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time ; 
read a second time, by leave, and committed ; 
considered in Committee and reported without 
amendment ; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 9th 
January, 1900, pp. 105-6. (Assented to 12th 
January. Act No. 1627.)

V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l  (No. 3).— 
Bill intituled “ An Act to provide for the 
government discipline and maintenance o f a 
Third Victorian Contingent fo r service with Her 
Majesty’s Regular Forces in South Africa .”— 
(lion. D. Melville.)—Brought from the Legis­
lative Assembly and read a first time ; read a

V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l  (N o. 3)—
continued.

second time, by leave, and committed ; con­
sidered in Committee and reported without 
amendment ; report considered and adopted ; 
Bill read the third time and passed, 15th Feb­
ruary, 1900 (morning), pp. 165-6. (Assented
to 20th February. Act No. 1655.)

W a n d o  V a l e  E s t a t e  P u r c h a s e  B i l l . —Bill in­
tituled “ An Act to sanction the acquisition by 
the State o f  certain land in the County o f Dundcis 
known as the Wando Vcde Estate.”— (Hon. 
J. M. Davies.)— Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 7th February, 
1900, pp. 139-40.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amendment; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 8th February, p. 142.
(Assented to \9th February. Act No. 1639.)

W a t e r  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —Bill intituled 
“ An Act to amend the ‘ Water Act 1890.’ ”— 
(Hon. S ir H. Cuthbert.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
1st November, 1899, p. 84.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 21st November, p. 92.

Further considered in Committee and reported 
with amendments, 22nd November, p. 93.

Recommitted for the reconsideration of clauses 
5, 6, 7, 10, and 19 ; reconsidered in Com­
mittee and re-reported with further amend" 
ments, 22nd November, p. 93.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
Bill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 6, 20, 36, 58, 79, 126, 140, and 171 ; 
reconsidered in Committee and re-reported 
with further amendments, 28th November, p. 96.

Order for consideration of report discharged ; 
motion—That this Bill be recommitted for the 
reconsideration of clauses 80, 130, and A ; 
amendment to add clause 149 proposed, but 
not made ; original motion resolved in the 
affirmative, and Bill recommitted for the 
reconsideration of clauses 80, 130, and A  ; 
reconsidered in Committee and re-reported 
with further amendments ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 28th November, p. 96.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
have agreed to some of the amendments of the 
Council, have disagreed with others of the said 
amendments, and have agreed to others of 
the said amendments with amendments, 17th 
January, 1900, p. 113.

Amendments considered ; the Council agree to 
some of the amendments made by the 
Assembly on certain amendments of the 
Council, disagree with others of the said 
amendments, insist on some of their amend­
ments disagreed with by the Assembly, and 
do not insist on others of the said amend­
ments, 24th January, pp. 122-5.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
insist on their amendments in new clause A 
disagreed with by the Council, but have made 
a further amendment in the said clause ; that 
they insist on disagreeing with some of the 
amendments made and insisted on by the Coun­
cil, but do not insist on disagreeing with others 
of the said amendments, and that they have 
made amendments in some of the amendments 
insisted on by the Council, 14th February, p. 157.



W a t e r  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —continued.
Amendments considered ; the Council agree to 

some of the amendments of the Assembly on 
amendments of the Council, agree to other 
amendments of the Assembly on amendments 
of the Council with amendments, and still 
insist on some of their amendments disagreed 
with by the Assembly, H th  February, pp. 
160-2.

Message from the Assembly notifying that they 
do not now insist on disagreeing with certain 
of the amendments still insisted on by the 
Council, and that they have agreed to the 
further amendments of the Council in the 
amendments of the Assembly in new clause A 
and in clause 79, lo th  February (morning), 
p. 165.

Message from the Assembly transmitting 
Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor recommending certain amendments 
in the Bill, to which the Assembly had 
agreed ; His Excellency’s amendments con­
sidered and agreed to, 20th February, pp. 
168-9. (.Assented to 20th February. Act No.
1651.)

W a t e r  S u p p l y  A d v a n c e s  R e l i e f  B i l l .— Bill 
intituled “ An Act to relieve certain Corpora­
tions o f a part o f their indebtedness for moneys 
borrowed from the State for Water Supply.”— 
(lion. Sir H. Cuthbert.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 1st 
November, 1899, p. 84.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 28th November, 
p. 97. (Assented to 1th December. Act No. 
1625.)

W a te r  S u p p l y  L o a n s  A p p l i c a t i o n  B i l l .—Bill 
intituled “ An Act to sanction the issue and 
application o f certain sums o f money for Water 
Supply in Country Districts.” —(lion. D. 
Melville.)—Brought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 16tli January, 
1900, p. 109.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported without amend­
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 17th January, 
pp. 113-14. (Assented to Hth February. Act 
No. 1629.)

W o m e n ’ s  S u f f r a g e  B i l l .—Bill intituled “ An Act 
to remove the Disqualification o f Women in the 
Flections o f Members o f the Legislative Assembly.” 
— (Hon. W. McCulloch.)—Brought from the 
Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
23rd August, 1899, pp. 49-50.

Petition presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 30th August, p. 57.

Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 
time—debate adjourned, 5th September, p. 62 ; 
debate resumed ; question—That this Bill be 
now read a second time—on division, nega­
tived, 6th September, p. 63.

W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l .—Bill to provide 
Compensation to Workmen for Injuries sus­
tained in the course of their Employment.— 
(Hon. S ir  H. J. Wrixon.)—Initiated and read 
a first time, 4th July, 1899, p. 20.

Motion—That this Bill be now read a second 
time—debate adjourned, 30th August, p. 57 ; 
debate resumed ; motion for the. adjournment 
of the debate, on division, resolved in the 
affirmative, 18th October, p. 77 ; debate re­
sumed and further adjourned, 1st November, 
p. 85 : 9th January, 1900, p. 105.

Order for the resumption of debate on second 
reading discharged and Bill withdrawn, 8th 
February, p. 144.
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 27 t h  JUNE, 1899 .

The Council met pursuant to the Proclamation of His Excellency the Governor, bearing date the 
thirtieth day of May ultimo, which Proclamation was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—

FU R TH E R  PR O RO G U IN G  PA R L IA M E N T AND F IX IN G  T H E  TIM E FOR H OLD IN G 
T H E  TH IR D  SESSIO N  OF T H E  SE V E N T E E N T H  PA R LIA M E N T.

P r o c l a m a t i o n

By His Excellency the Right Honorable T h o m a s ,  B a r o n  B r a s s e y , Knight Commander of the 
Most Honorable Order of the B a th ; Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the 
Colony of Victoria and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &c.

W h e r e a s  by The Constitution H e* it was amongst other things enacted that it should be lawful for 
ie Governoi to fix such places within Victoria and, subject to the limitation therein contained, 

such times for holding the first and every other Session of the Council and Assembly, and to vary 
and alter the same respectively in such manner as he might think fit; and also from time to time to 
prorogue the said Council and Assembly, and to dissolve the said Assembly, by Proclamation or 

„ ™ e’ whenever he should deem it expedient: And whereas the said Council and Assembly, 
1«QQ A  • •  P a r l i a m e i l t  o f  Victoria,” stand prorogued until Tuesday, the 6th day of June, 
i«yy, and it is expedient further to prorogue the same, and to fix the time for holding the next 
Session thereof: Now therefore I, the Governor of Victoria, in exercise of the power conferred 

^"+•1 Sai? Ĵ "Ĉ  ĉ ° ky ^ is  my Proclamation further prorogue the said Parliament of Victoria 
un 1 luesday, the 27th day of June, 1899 ; and also I  do hereby fix Tuesday, the 27th day of 
June aforesaid, as the time for the commencement and holding of the next Session of the said 

ouncil and Assembly, called the Parliament of Victoria, for the despatch of business, at the hour 
of Two o clock in the afternoon, in the Parliament Houses, situate in Parliament-place, Spring- 
street, in the City of M elbourne: And the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Council 
and the Members of the Legislative Assembly are hereby required to give their attendance at the 
said time and place accordingly. *

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony, at Melbourne, this thirtieth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, and in 
the sixty-second year of Her Majesty’s reign.

(i»s.) BRA SSEY.
By His Excellency’s Command,

GEORGE TURNER.
G o d  s a v e  t h e  Q u e e n  !

(200 copies.)



2 . A p p r o a c h  o f  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r . — The approach of Ills Excellency the G o v e r n o r  

was announced by the Usher.
11 is Excellency came into the Council Chamber, and commanded the Usher to desire the 

immediate attendance of the Legislative Assembly, who, being come with their Speaker, His 
Excellency was pleased to speak as follows :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

The people of Yew South Wales having approved the Federal Constitution submitted to 
them, a measure will, at the earliest opportunity, be laid before you to enable the people of Victoria 
to decide whether they also will enter the Federation under such Constitution.

Daring the recess two notable meetings have been held in Melbourne. The Federal Council 
of Australasia met here for the first time, and their deliberations tended to maintain and strengthen 
the mutual good feeling of the Colonies represented. The Premiers of all the Australian Colonies also 
assembled here in the Conference which for some years past they have held annually. 1 hey dealt 
with a variety of questions of great public interest, but their meeting will be specially memorable, 
inasmuch as it led to Queensland taking an active part in the work of Federation, and also from 
the fact that the agreement then arrived at by the Premiers has greatly facilitated the acceptance of 
the proposed Constitution.

It is gratifying to be able to announce that the anticipation of a plentiful harvest has been 
more than realized, that the long continued drought from which the country has suffered appears to 
have come to an end, and that more fruitful seasons may now be confidently looked for. The 
increased production has stimulated trade and commerce, revived languishing industries, and added 
greatly to the revenue.

I t  is recognised that, to open up the country for settlement, railways must be constructed to 
the outlying and less accessible districts, and my Advisers will continue their policy of constructing 
such lines so far as is consistent with legitimate development and reasonable expenditure. Reports 
have been obtained and preliminary surveys made of several lines, and the question of their con­
struction will be submitted in due course to the Standing Committee.

The valuable and exhaustive report of the Royal Commission upon Law Reform has engaged 
the earnest attention of the Government. As far as remedies can be applied by administration the 
necessary steps will be taken ; and the comprehensive legislation that will be requisite on other 
points will be prepared in due course.

The advantages of technical training scientifically carried out have become so apparent in 
late years, that it is obvious that any community which desires to maintain its position in the march 
of progress must promote technical education. I  have consequently appointed a Royal Commission 
for the purpose of investigating the subject and recommending for adoption a scheme which will 
provide for a systematic and graduated course of practical instruction.

Public opinion in all civilized lands is gradually awakening to the fact that the care of the 
aged and destitute is very inadequately undertaken by the community which has profited by their 
labours, and that those who have helped to build up and maintain a State are themselves entitled to 
support when no longer able to work. Whilst, however, this right may be readily admitted, the 
best method of giving effect to it is by no means easy to find, the whole question being surrounded 
by difficulties. My Advisers, assisted by the valuable labours of the Commission appointed to 
investigate the question, have prepared a measure which will be laid before you, and which is 
intended, as far as possible, to meet these difficulties and make suitable provision for the aged poor.

The Factories and Shops Act passed in 1896 will shortly expire by effluxion of time. This 
measure has been even a greater success than was anticipated in mitigating the evils under which a 
number of the more poorly paid workers were suffering. You will be asked to re-enact it as a 
permanent law, and at the same time extend its benefits and remedy such defects as have been 
discovered in its practical operation.

There will also be submitted to you an amendment of the Water Acts intended to alter the 
constitution and improve the position of Trusts which have unfortunately been unable to make 
proper provision for the payment of the interest on money advanced to them by the Government and 
to place them on a sounder financial footing for the future.

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

The Estimates for the financial year will be laid before you. While framed with a due 
regard to economy, it has not been forgotten that the requirements of the country may be best met 
at this juncture by a judicious increase in expenditure, which was necessarily reduced during a 
period of depression.

A Bill will also be introduced for the re-enactment, revision, and reduction of the Income
Tax.

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

The important proposed amendments of the Constitution, abolishing plural voting alid 
giving the franchise to women, which failed to become law during last Session, will bo again placed 
before you.

A  measure will be submitted for your consideration to facilitate the settlement of differences 
between the two Houses of Parliament.

'1 he Bill passed by the Assembly last Session for the purpose of restricting the immigration 
of undesirable persons did not become law, but as the necessity for the proposed restriction still 
remains, my Advisers will again submit a measure for your approval.



The Act passed some years ago for the protection of infant life, though valuable, has been 
found in several respects to be inadequate, and a Bill intended to deal effectively with the evils 
which the present law cannot reach will be placed before you.

The absolute necessity of a strict supervision over the slaughtering of animals intended for 
human food has been long admitted. A measure will be submitted to you dealing with this impor­
tant matter.

The advisableness of adequate inspection of steam-engines, which are now so extensively 
used in various industries throughout the country, has not escaped the attention of my Advisers. 
They have prepared a Bill in connexion with this subject, which will be proposed for your 
consideration.

A  number of other proposals dealing with matters of importance will be submitted for your 
approval as the exigencies of public business permit. Amongst these will be a Bill to suppress the 
pernicious practice of Usury, and a Bill for the amendment of the law relating to Life Assurance, 
and also measures for the regulation of the sale of Poisons, the licensing of Ilawkers and Pedlers, 
the eradication of diseases affecting Vegetation, the amendment of the Marriage Act, the effecting 
of necessary alterations in the Railways Acts, the lowering of Port Dues in certain cases, for Con­
ciliation and Arbitration in Industrial Disputes, for the regulation of Coal Mining, for Compensation 
to Workmen, for the restriction of Gaming and Betting, and the suppression of Secret Commissions.

I  humbly pray that in dealing with these measures, and all others in which the welfare of 
the country is concerned, your deliberations may, under the blessing of Divine Providence, advance 
the interests of the community and promote the happiness of the people.

Which being concluded, a copy of the Speech was delivered to the President, and a copy to Mr. 
Speaker, and His Excellency the Governor left the Chamber.

The Legislative Assembly then withdrew.

3. The President took the Chair and read the Prayer.

4. D e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  M e m b e r s .—The Ilonorables the President, J .  H .  Abbott, S. Austin, J .  Balfour,
F. Brown, T. Brunton, J . C. Campbell, Sir R. T. H. Clarke, Bart., S. W. Cooke, E. J .  Crooke, 
Sir H. Cuthbert, T. Dowling, Dr. W. II. Enabling, N. FitzGerald, S. Fraser, G. Godfrey, F. S. 
Grimwade, C. J .  Ham, D. Ham, W. Knox, N. Levi, W. McCullocb, J . Y. McDonald, 
D. Melville, E. Miller, E. Morey, W. II. S. Osmand, W. Pearson, P. Phillips, W. Pitt, R. Reid, 
A. 0 . Sachse, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, G. Simmie, Sir A. Snowden, N. Thornley, J .  A. 
Wallace, S. Williamson, W . I. Winter-Irving, Sir H. J .  Wrixon, and A. Wynne severally delivered 
to the Clerk the Declaration required by the thirty-seventh section of the Act No. 1075, as 
hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  A u s t i n  

Z e a l , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Six hundred and forty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of P  rah ran and South 
Melbourne, and are known as—

“ Parts of Crown portions 14, 17, 18, and 20, parish of Prahran, at Toorak ; and 
part of Crown allotment 3, section I, and Crown allotment 4, section I, and Crown 
allotment 4, section L, city of South Melbourne, county of Bourke.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Three hundred and ninety-eight pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate 
in the municipal district of South Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Two hundred and forty-two pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W. A. ZEAL.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 5 4 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J o s e p h  H e n r y  

A b b o t t , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Three hundred and nineteen pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Sandhurst, Echuca, 
and Strathfieldsaye, and are known as—

“ Firstly, part of Crown allotment nine of section twenty-four b , city of Bendigo, parish 
of Sandhurst, county of Bendigo, particularly described in certificate of title 
entered in the Register Book, vol. 2586, fol. 517022.

“ Secondly, Crown allotment six and six a  of section sixty-eiglit C, Olinda and Glad­
stone streets, city and parish of Sandhurst, county of Bendigo.

“ Thirdly, Crown allotments one, two, and three, section nineteen, parish of Mandurang, 
county of Bendigo.

“ Fourthly, part of allotment thirteen, section one, and part of Crown allotment six of 
section three, parish of Mandurang, county of Bendigo, particularly described in 
certificate of title entered in the Register Book, vol. 1353, fol. 270462.



“ Fifthly, part of Crown allotment seventeen, section one, parish of Maudurang, county 
of Bendigo, particularly described in certificate of title entered in the Register 
Book, vol. 1140, fob 227959.

“ Sixthly, part of Crown allotment three, section six, town of Ecliuca, parish of Echuca 
North, county of Rodney, particularly described in certificate of title entered in the 
Register Book, vol. 1786, fol. 357001.

“ And I further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as arc situate in the municipal 
district of Bendigo are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred 
and forty pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Strathficldsaye are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and twenty-seven pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate 
in the municipal district of Echuca are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Fifty-two pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JO S E P H  H E N R Y  A B B O T T /’

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, S i d n e y  A u s t i n ,  

of Geelong, do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and sixty-eight pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Winchelsea, and are 
known as 6 Karngun Paddocks.’

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Winchelsea are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and sixty-eight pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ S ID N E Y  A U S T IN .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J a m e s  B a l e o u r , 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and six pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of Prahran, and are known as part of Crown portion 
18, parish of Prahran.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and six pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA M E S  B A L FO U R .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, F r e d e r i c k  B r o w n ,  

of Beechworth, do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and seven pounds ten shillings above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Beechworth, and 
are known as ‘ Shrublands ’— Allotments 2, 3, and 4 of section F, with dwelling-house and out- 
offices, occupied by me; also allotment 8 of section P 1, 17 of section 4, allotment 2, section 38, and 
part of allotment 3 of section D, all in the town and parish of Beechworth.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the
municipal district of United Shire of Beechworth are rated in the rate-book of such district upon
a yearly value of One hundred and seven pounds ten shillings.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ FR E D K . B R O W N .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075 ,1, T h o m a s  B r u n t o n , 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Four 
hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the shire of Broadmeadows, and are known as ‘ Roxburgh P ark .’

“ And I further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the
shire of Broadmeadows are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Four hundred 
and fifty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said land or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ TH O M A S B R U N T O N .”
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“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J a m e s  C a l l e n d e r  

C a m p b e l l , do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that 
such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Brighton, and arc known as Myrtle 
Grove, situate in New-street and North-road, town of Brighton, containing seven and one-half acres 
or thereabouts, on which is erected a two-storied brick house, containing sixteen rooms ; also an 
allotment of land situate at Ehvood-street, Brighton.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Brighton are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and ninety-five pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA S. C. CA M PBELL.”

u In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, S i r  R u p e r t  T u r n e r  

H a v e l o c k  C l a r k e , Bart., do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled 
to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lauds or tenements in the colony of Victoria 
of the yearly value of Two thousand one hundred and eighty-three pounds above all charges and 
incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other 
rate or assessment ; and further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district 
of Merriang, and are known as nine thousand seven hundred and five acres, in the parish of 
Darraweit Guim, No. 4 in the rate-book.

“ And I further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of Merriang are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Two thousand one hundred and eighty-three pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of "the Legislative Council.

“ R U PE R T  T. II. CLARKE.”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, S a m u e l  W i n t e r  

C o o k e , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, that such lands 
or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Dundas, and arc known as ‘ Murndal.’

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Dundas are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One thousand four hundred and sixty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ SAML. W IN T ER  COOKE.”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, E d w a r d  J o l l e y  

C r o O K E ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Three hundred and sixty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Rosedale, and are known as 
portion of 6 The Holey Plain Estate.’

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of Rosedale are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and sixty pounds.

“ And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ E. J .  CROOKE.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, H e n r y  

C u t i i b e r t ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of 
the yearly value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Ballarat and shire of 
Ballarat, and are known as—

“ P art of allotment 4 of sec. 9, city of Ballarat ; and 
“ Allotment 2 of sec. 14, parish of Ballarat, county of Grenville.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Ballarat are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of Eighty pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of the shire of Ballarat are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and twenty pounds.

“ And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ HENRY C U TIIBER T.”



“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 51 Victoria, No. 1075, I, T h o m a s  D o w l i n g , 
do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or tenements 
arc situated in the municipal districts of Ilampden and Mortlake, and are known as ‘ Jellalabad,’ 
situated on Mount Emu Creek, and bounded on the south by township of Darlington, on the east by 
lands belonging to Messrs. Cole and Dodds, on the north by station known as 6 Terrinallum,’ and on 
the west by station known as ‘ Mount F yans/

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Mortlake are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One thousand 
seven hundred pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Hampden are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Five hundred 
and forty-six pounds.

“ And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ THOM AS D O W LIN G .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, "Wi l l i a m  H e n r y  

E m b l i n g ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such 
lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of St. Kilda, and are known as ‘Elmwood,’ 
Chapel-street, St. Kilda.

“ And I further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of St. Kilda are rated in the rat e-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W ILL IA M  H E N R Y  E M B L IN G .”

“ In compliance "with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, N i c h o l a s  F i t z ­

G e r a l d , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands 
or tenements are situated in St. Kilda, county of Bourkc.

“ And I  further declare that the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal 
district of St. Kilda and are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred and seventy-five pounds.

“ And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ N. F IT Z G E R A L D .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, S i m o n  F r a s e r , do 
declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my 
own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of Prahran, and are known as ‘ Norla,’ Irving-road, 
Toorak.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ SIM ON F R A S E R .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, G e o r g e  G o d f r e y , 

do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of St. Kilda, and are known as 
all that piece of land being part of Crown portion 6 8 a , parish of Prahran, at St. Kilda, county of 
Bourlce, and situate in High-street, St. Kilda.



And I  fiuther declare that the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal 
c istiict of St. Kilda, and are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds.

And I  fuitlicr declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ GEO. G O D FR EY .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, N o .  1075, I, F r e d e r i c k  

S h e p p a r d  G r i m w a d e ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled 
to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria 
of the yearly value of I  our hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Caulfield, and are known 
as ‘ Ilarleston/ situate at the corner of Balaclava and Orrong roads.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such distinct upon a yearly value of 
Four hundred pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Four 
hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ F . S. G R IM W A D E.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, C o r n e l i u s  

J o b  H a m , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and fifteen pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Melbourne, and are known 
as tenements No. 70 and 71 Albert ward, in the city of Melbourne.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and fifteen pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and fifteen pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ C. J ,  IIA M .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, D a v i d  H a m , do 
declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, that such 
lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Ballarat East, and are known as the 
Exhibition Mart and dwelling-houses situated in Victoria and Main streets.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in tho 
municipal district of Ballarat East are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of Three hundred and eighty pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in 
the municipal district of Ballarat E ast are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Three hundred and eighty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ DAV ID HAM .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  K n o x , 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of* Victoria of the yearly value of 
Six hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lauds or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of Malvern, and are known as 4 R anlurlie/

“ And I further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Malvern are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Six 
hundred pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of Malvern are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Six hundred pounds.

“ And I further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ WM. K N O X .”



“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, N a t h a n i e l  

L e v i ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of One hundred and seventy-four pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or 
assessment; and further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of 
city of Melbourne, city of St. Kilda, municipal district of city of South Melbourne, shire of 
Cranbourne, and shire of Moorabbin, and are known as Printing establishment, situated in Ilosier- 
laue, off Flinders-street east, city of Melbourne; allotment 1 of section 9 x  twenty-eight perches and 
nine-tenths, allotment 2 of section 9 x  nineteen perches and eight-tenths, allotment 3 of section 9 x  
nineteen perches and six-tenths, city of St. Kilda, parish of South Melbourne, county of Bourlce ; 
allotments 1 and 2, section 57 c, allotments 1, 44, and 45, section 64 F, allotments 53 and 49, 43 Q, 
and allotment 28, section 43 o, parish of South Melbourne, county of Bourlce ; allotment 10, village 
of Lang Lang, two roods; allotment 11, village of Lang Lang, two roods twenty-six perches, 
parish of Lang Lang, Yallock riding, shire of Cranbourne, county of Mornington; allotment 5, 
part of Crown portion 28, parish of Moorabbin, South riding, shire of Moorabbin, county of Bourke.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of city of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Sixty-five pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of city of St. Kilda are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a yearly value of Thirty-two pounds, 
and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of city of South 
Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Seventy-two pounds ; 
and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district or shire of 
Cranbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district or shire upon a yearly value of Three pounds, 
and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district or shire of 
Moorabbin are rated in the rate-book of such district or shire upon a yearly value of Two pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ N A T H L . L E V I.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  

M c C u l l o c h , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of Three hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Avoca, Stawell, and A rarat, 
and are known as ‘ Woodlands.’

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of Avoca, Stawell, and A rarat are rated in the rate-book of such districts upon a 
yearly value of Five thousand five hundred and eighty-three pounds—

“ Avoca ... ... ... £550
“ Stawell ... ... ... 4,319
“ A rarat ... ... ... 714

£5,583

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W. M cCU LLO CH .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J o h n  Y o u n g  

M c D o n a l d , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands 
or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Ballarat West, and are known as the Edinburgh 
Buildings.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Ballarat W est are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of 
Ballarat West are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to 
be returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ j .  y . M cD o n a l d .”
“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, D o n a l d  

M e l v i l l e , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and thirty-seven pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Brunswick, Pyalong, 
and Mclvor, and are known as— &

“ My residence, situated in Albion-street, W est Brunswick, with twenty-eight and one-half 
acres land ; two hundred and six acres land within the shire of Pyalong ; and one hundred and 
forty acres land within the shire of Mclvor,
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And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Brunswick are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Ninety-two pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of Pyalong are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Thirty pounds, and 
that within the municipal district of Mclvor at Fifteen pounds.

“ And I further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ D. M ELV IL L E .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, E d w a r d  M i l l e r , 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of 
One hundred and forty-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that 
such land or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Kew, and are known as part of 
‘ Fin don’ Estate, being land measuring four acres, situate corner of Barker’s-road and Findon-street.

“ And I  further declare that such said land situate in the municipal district of Kew is rated 
in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred and forty-five pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said land, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be returned a 
Member of the Legislative Council.

“ EDW A RD M IL L E R ,”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, E d w a r d  M o r e y , 

of Ballarat, do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and forty-three pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any.public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of the city of Ballarat, and are 
known as assessment 89, Lydiard-street, E ighty pounds ; assessment 1493, Arm strong-street, Sixty- 
three pounds; and are allotments six and nineteen, section nine, city and parish of Ballarat, county 
of Grenville.

“ And I  further declare that the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal 
district of the city of Ballarat and are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One hundred and forty-three pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ E. M OREY.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  H e n r y  

S e v i l l e  O s m a n d , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of Four hundred and forty-nine pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than any public Or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of the shire of Stawell, and 
are known as the Concongella E state in the parishes of Stawell and Concongella, and ‘ The 
Sycamores,’ in the parishes of Stawell and W atta Wella.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Stawell Shire are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Four 
hundred and forty-nine pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W. H. S. OSM AND.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  P e a r s o n , 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or tene­
ments are situated in the municipal district of the shire of Wodonga, and are known as f Bonegilla,’ 
containing five thousand five hundred and eighteen acres or thereabouts.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of the shire of Wodonga are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Seven hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ WM. PE A R SO N .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, P h a r k z  

P h i l l i p s , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of 
the yearly value of One hundred and forty-two pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or 
assessm ent; and further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of 
Borung, and are known as land and tenements situate within the township of Warracknabeal,



“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Borung are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and forty-two pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ P IIA R E Z  P H IL L IP S .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  P i t t , 

do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that such lands or tenements 
are situated in the municipal district of Collingwood, and are known as land, Trenery-crescent, 
Collingwood.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Collingwood are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and fifty pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W IL L IA M  P I T T ”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, R o b e r t  R e i d , 

merchant, Melbourne, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of One hundred and twelve pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Beaconsfield, shire of 
Berwick, and are known as ‘Mount P leasant,’ Pakenham , being lots 1, 12, 13, 20, and 47, 
Pakenham , 448 acres.

“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of Berwick are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and twelve pounds.

“  And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ R O B E R T  R E ID .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , A r t h u r  O t t o  

S a c h s e , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred and ninety pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other ra te or assessm ent; and further, 
th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Prahran, and are known as 
‘ Thrapston,’ Toorak-road, South Yarra.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of' 
Two hundred and ninety pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ A. O. SA C H SE .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, F r e d e r i c k  

T h o m a s  S a r g o o d ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of One thousand two hundred and thirty-five pounds above all charges and incum­
brances affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or 
assessm ent; and further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of 
Caulfield, and are known as ‘ Rippon Lea ’—

“ Forty-six acres of land, w ith dwelling-house thereon.
And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­

cipal distiict of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
thousand two hundred and thirty-five pounds.

And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ F. T. SA R G O O D .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, G e o r g e  S i m m i e , 

of Cornelia Creek, do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of 
the yeaily value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Eclmca Shire, and are known 
as ‘ Cornelia Creek.’
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. a ^-n^ fin’tlier declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Echuca Shire are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One thousand pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ O. S IM M IE.”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, A rth ur  
S n o w d e n ,  of 1 3 3  Little Collins-street, in the city of Melbourne, barrister and solicitor, and 
of Saint I-Iellier’s-street, Abbotsford, do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably 
seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in 
the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One hundred and six pounds above all charges and 
incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other 
rate or assessm ent; and further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of 
Collingwood, and are known as the villa residence called ‘ St. Helliers,’ situate in St. HellierVstreet, 
Abbotsford, in the said municipal district, and grounds attached thereto, forming my residence, 
such lands having a frontage of two hundred and thirty-eight feet nine inches to St. Ilellier’s-street 
by a depth of about three hundred feet.

“ And I  further declare that the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal 
district of Collingwood and are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and six pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ A R T H U R  SNO W D EN.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, N a t h a n  T h o r n l e y , 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of 
One thousand four hundred and three pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Minhamite, and are 
known as ‘Kangatong,’ about 8,000 acres.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Minhamite are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One thousand 
four hundred and three pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ N. TH O R N LE Y .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J ohn A lston 
W allace , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred and sixty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of To won g and Port Melbourne, 
and are known as—

“ No. 1. Lands and tenements situate near Bethanga, electoral district of Benambra, 
shire of Towong, area six hundred and thirty-nine acres.

“ No. 2. Lands and tenements—the Bay View Hotel, situate Beach-street, Port Mel­
bourne.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Towong are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and forty pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Port Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One hundred and twenty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JO H N  A. W A LLA CE.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, S amuel 
W illiam son , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, that such lands 
or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Prabran, and are known as No. 252 Williams- 
road, Toorak.

“ And I further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and forty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“  SAML. W ILLIA M SO N .”



“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 51 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  I k y i n g  
W i n t e r -Tr y i n g , do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lauds or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of Six thousand pounds and upwards above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts as hereunder named, and 
are known as—

“ Noorilim, in the shire of Goulburn and Waranga.
“ Carpendeit, ,, Heytesbury.
“ Tirrengower, ,, Colac.
“ Allotments, „ Tambo.
“ Stanhope, „ Waranga and Deakin.
“ Allotments, in the city of Prahran.
“ Allotments, „ Hawthorn.
“ Allotments, in the shire of Boroondara.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of W aranga are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
thousand nine hundred and forty-six pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as 
are situate in the municipal district of Carpendeit are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a 
yearly value of Five hundred and twenty-seven pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements 
as are situate in the municipal district of Colac are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a 
yearly value of Three hundred and ninety-eight pounds ; and that such of the said lands or 
tenements as are situate in the municipal district of Tambo are rated in the rate-book of such 
district upon a yearly value of Six pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are 
situate in the municipal district of Deakin are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Niue hundred pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Six hundred pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Hawthorn are 'rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and ninety pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Boroondara are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and twenty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ WM. I. W IN T E R -IR V IN G .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 51 Victoria, No. 1075, I, H enry  J ohn 
W r ix o n , do declare and testify that I  am legally seised of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Two hundred 
and thirty-eight pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands 
or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Kew, and are known as land and house, 
corner of Barker’s-road and Wrixon-street.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Kew are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred and thirty-eight pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 

- returned a Member of the Legislative Council.
“ H. J .  W R IX O N .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, A gar W ynn e , 
do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of 
Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public 
or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Mortlake and Hampden, and are known as 
‘ Terinallum.’

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Mortlake are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Three thousand one hundred and forty-seven pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements 
as are situate in the municipal district of Hampden are rated in the rate-book of such district upon 
a yearly value of Three thousand two hundred and twenty-seven pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ A G A R  W Y N N E .”
5. D ecease of M em bers.— The President addressed the Council as follow s :—

Since our last meeting death has removed from us two of our Members. I  allude to the 
Honoiable Jam es Service and the Honorable J . II. Connor. Mr. Service’s death was an
event which profoundly moved the entire community. He had been such a long time in this
colony, and had filled the most important offices a subject of Her Majesty could hold. He 
showed during his term of office a thorough knowledge of parliamentary government in its 
best and widest sense, and his great financial skill and ability enabled him to frame measures 
well calculated to develop the resources of this great colony. He may truly be called the
Father of Federation, as he initiated and gave life to the Federal Council—a body well fitted, had
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all the colonies joined in its deliberations, to bring about that larger Federation all true 
colonists desire, and all of us hope and believe is now near its accomplishment. Advancing age 
and the infirmities attendant thereon prevented our departed friend from taking a place in the late 
Federal Convention, but he watched its proceedings with the attention and regard which was to be 
expected from one who had striven so much and done so much for the welfare of his adopted 
country. Mr. Service’s labours in the Council did not assume that prominent position which they 
had done in the Legislative Assembly, but his advice was always at our command, and his never- 
failing and bright intelligence helped this Council towards legitimate conclusions and right ends. 
He has gone to his rest, like a shock of corn fully ripe, and he carries with him our most affectionate 
remembrances and our most sincere regard. As regards our late dear colleague, the Honorable 
J . II. Connor, he was with us but so short a time since we can hardly realize that he has gone for 
ever. The district which he so well, so faithfully, and so honestly represented will find the 
greatest difficulty to fill his place. From the least important question to those of vital interest to 
his district and to his constituents, Mr. Connor was ever to the fore, and he laboured unceasingly 
to the end of his life in proving that those who trusted him had chosen well, and had secured one 
who never neglected his duty. His reward is to be found in the large place he has found in our 
hearts, and his memory will remain green while life lasts. He goes down to the grave like the 
good and faithful servant and enters upon his rest, having truly earned his reward.

6. I ssue  of a n d  R eturn  to W r it .— The President announced that during the recess he had issued a
W rit for the election of a Member to serve for the Melbourne Province, in the place of the Honorable 
J . Service, deceased ; that there had been returned to him such Writ, and by the indorsement 
thereon it appeared that the Honorable John Mark Davies had been elected in pursuance thereof.

7. S w earing -in  o f  M em ber .—The Honorable J . M. Davies, being introduced, took and subscribed
the oath required by law, and delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required by the thirty-seventh 
section of the Act No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, J ohn M ark  D a v ie s , 
do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, that such lands or tene­
ments are situated in the municipal district of Lilydale, and are known as Crown allotments fifty- 
six, fifty-seven, and fifty-eight, parish of Wan din Yallock, county of Evelyn, containing six 
hundred and twenty-five acres and twenty perches or thereabouts.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Lilydale are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Two hundred and ten pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JN O . M. D A V IES.”

8. E vidence  L aw  A mendment B il l .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That he have leave to
bring in a Bill to amend the Law of Evidence with regard to the Office of Deputy Registrar-General.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  Bill to amend the Law o f 

Evidence with regard to the Office o f Deputy Registrar-General f  and moved, That it be now read a 
first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday next.

9. P a pe r s .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—
Report by His Honor Sir Hartley Williams, Judge of the Supreme Court, in pursuance of a

Commission issued by His Excellency the Governor on 8th May, 1899, directing an
Inquiry into certain matters with regard to Land Selection at Mount Macedon.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
Savings Banks.—General Order No. 26.
W ater Act 1890—

The Arapiles Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and Water Supply 
Trust.—Application of Municipal Funds.

Bacchus Marsh Irrigation and Water Supply Trust—
Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 6 (Draft Form).
Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 6.

Bairnsdale Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Regulation No. 12.
Benjeroop and Murrabit Irrigation and Water Supply Trust—

Regulation for fixing Charges for W ater for 1899.
Rating Regulation.

The Borung Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply 
Trust.— Application of Municipal Funds.

Campaspe Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust.—Rating Regulation.



W ater Act 1890—
Cobuna Irrigation and W ater Supply T r u s t -  

Additional Loan.
Regulation No. 17.
Regulation providing for the Sale of W ater for the year 1899.—Regulation No. 18. 
W ater-right.

E ast Boort Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—
Rating Regulation.
Regulation No. 3.

G unbower West Irrigation and W ater Supply T ru st—
Constituted.
Regulations for the Election of Commissioners.
Scheme and P lan of Works.
Loan.

Iverang E ast Irrigation and Water Supply T rust—
R ating Regulation.
Regulation for the Distribution of W ater.
Regulation for the Sale of W ater.

Proposed Kerang South irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.— Application under the 
provisions of the Water Act 1890 (No. 1156).— F irst Petition of Land-owners, 
together w ith Engineering Reports, Estim ates, P lans, and Documents ; as also the 
Declaration of the M inister of W ater Supply thereon.

N orlh Boort Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—
Regulation No. 1.
Rating Regulation.

Rodney Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—
Increase of T rust District.
Loan.
Regulation No. 17 (D raft Form).

Swan H ill Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust.:—Rating Regulation.
Tragowel Plains Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—

Rating Divisions.
Graduated Rate.— Regulation No. 15 (D raft Form).
Graduated R ate .— Regulation No. 15.

Twelve-M ile Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—
Rating Regulation.
Regulation.

R ights and Powers of the W estern Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust and 
the Wimmera United W aterworks T rust in regard to the Division and Diversion 
of W ater from the Wimmera R iver and Yarriambiac Creek.

Western Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust—
Regulation No. 25.
Supply of W ater to Irrigation Colonies outside the T rust District.

The Wimmera Shire Council and the W estern Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply
T rust.— Application of Municipal Funds.

10. S pe e c h  of I I is E x c ellen c y  t h e  G o v er n o r .— The President reported the Speech of H is E xcel­
lency the Governor.

The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat a Committee be appointed to prepare an Address to His
Excellency the Governor in reply to His Excellency’s Opening Speech.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the Committee consist of the Honorables J .  M. Davies, 

J .  C. Campbell, T. Dowliug, F. S. Grimwade, W . Knox, J .  Y. McDonald, and W. P itt.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Committee retired to prepare the Address.
The Honorable J . M. Davies presented the Address which had been agreed to by the Committee, and 

the same was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—
To His Excellency the R igh t Honorable T hom as, B aro n  B r a sse y , Knight Commander o f  the 

Most Honorable Order o f  the B a th ;  Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over 
the Colony o f Victoria and its Dependencies, fyc., $c., ij'C.

May it  p l e a se  Y our  E x c e l l en c y—

We, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, beg to express our loyalty 
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency for the gracious Speech which you 
have been pleased to address to Parliam ent.

The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the Council agree with the Committee in the said Address. 
Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
1 he Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 

by the President and such Members of the Council as may wish to accompany him.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

11. L if e  A ssurance  C o m pa n ies  A m end m ent  B il l .— The Honorable Sir H . C uthbert moved, by leave,
T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the provisions of the Companies A ct 1890 relating 
to Life Assurance and for other purposes.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.



The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled “ A B ill to amend the provisions o f the 
‘Companies Act 1890’ relating to Life Assurance and fo r other purposes,” and moved, That it be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

12. M e a t  S u p e r v is io n  B i l l .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That he have leave to
bring in a Bill for the proper supervision of the Slaughtering of Animals and the Sale of Meat and 
for other purposes.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled “ A Bill for the proper supervision o f  

the Slaughtering o f Animals and the Sale o f Aleat and for other purposes f  and moved, That it be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

13. A djournm ent .— The Honorable Sir IT. Cuthbert moved, That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday next at half-past four o’clock.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fourteen minutes past nine o^clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

GEORG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 1.

TUESDAY, 4 t h  JULY, 1899.
Question.

1. The Hon. S. F r a s e r  : To call attention to the non-publication of the Year-Book of Victoria and to 
impress upon the Government the urgent need for the immediate resumption of its publication.

N o t i c e s  o f  M o t i o n  :—

1. The Hon. Sir H. C u t h b e r t  : To move, That Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in each week be
the days on which the Council shall meet for despatch of business during the present Session, and 
that half-past Four o’clock be the hour of meeting on each day ; that on Tuesday and Thursday 
in each week the transaction of Government business shall take precedence of all other business ; 
and that on Wednesday in each week Private Members’ business shall take precedence of 
Government business.

2. The Hon. Sir H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T hat the Honorables the President, S. Austin, J .  Balfour,
J .  Bell, S. W. Cooke, N. FitzGerald, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, Sir A. Snowden, N . Thornley, 
and Sir H. J .  Wrixon be Members of the Select Committee on the Standing Orders of the House ; 
three to be the quorum.

3. The Hon. Sir H. C u t h b e r t  : To move, That the Honorables the President, J .  H. Abbott, S. Fraser,
W. P itt, and W. I. W inter-Irving be Members of the Jo in t Committee to manage and superintend 
the Parliam ent Buildings.

4. The Hon. Sir H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T hat the Honorables the President, C. J .  Ham, D. Melville,
Sir H. J .  Wrixon, and the Mover be Members of the Jo in t Committee to manage the Library.

5. The Hon. Sir H. C u t h b e r t  : To move, T hat the Honorables Dr. W. H. Embling, E . Morey, J .  M.
P ra tt, A. O. Sachse, and J .  A. Wallace be Members of the Jo in t Committee to manage the 
Refreshment Rooms.

6 .  The Hon. Sir H. C u t h b e r t  : To move, T hat the Honorables the President, T. Brunton, Sir R. T . H.
Clarke, Bart., G. Godfrey, D. Ham, W. Knox, N. Levi, P . Phillips, R. Reid, and J .  Sternberg be 
Members of the Printing Committee ; three to be the quorum.

7. The Hon. Sir H. J .  W r i x o n  : To move, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to provide Compen­
sation to Workmen for injuries sustained in the course of their employment.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  E v i d e n c e  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
2. L ife  A ssurance  C o m panies  A mendment B il l— Second reading.
3. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading.

G EO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 27 t h  JUNE, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 1.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 1. 
Australasian Federation Enabling Bill— [47].

By Authority: R obt. S. B r a in , Government Printer, Melbourne, 

(160 copies.)
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 2.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'.

TUESDAY, 4t i i  JULY, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. D eclarations of M embers.— The Honorables J . Bell, T. Comrie, J . M. Pratt, and J . Sternberg
severally delivered to the Cleric the Declaration required by the thirty-seventh section of the Act 
No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J ames B ell, do' 
declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold lor my 
own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and sixty-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of Dunolly, and are known as my property, being 
allotments 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9 of section 26, and allotments 8b and 9 of section 12, town of Dunolly. °

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Dunolly are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and sixty-five pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA M ES BELL.”
“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, T homas Comrie, 

do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and forty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of Tarnagulla, and are known as Crown allotments 
11 and 11a of section thirteen, township and parish of Tarnagulla, county of Gladstone.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Tarnagulla are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and forty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ THOMAS COMRIE.”
“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J os.eph  M ajor 

P ratt, do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, that 
such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Melbourne, and are known as all 
that piece of land containing thirty-six perches and three-tenths of a perch or thereabouts, being 
part of Crown allotment four, section fourteen, city of Melbourne, parish of North Melbourne, at 
East Melbourne, county of Bourke.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds sterling.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ J . M. PR A TT.”
(200 copies.)



“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 5 4  Victoria, No. 1075, I, J o s e p h  
S t e r n b e r g , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to 
an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of 
Victoria of the yearly value of over One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assess­
ment ; and further, that such lauds or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of the shires 
of Deakin and Ecliuca, and are known as—firstly, Crown allotments 91, 92, 93, and 133, parish of 
Kyabram, county of Rodney, in the municipal district of the shire of Deakin ; secondly, Crown 
allotments 3 9 a , 3 9 b , 4 0 a , 4 0 b , and 41 b , parish of Carag Carag, county of Rodney, in the municipal 
district of the shire of Deakin ; thirdly, Crown allotments 4  and 5 , section I a , township and parish 
of Rochester, county of Bendigo, in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca, particularly 
described in the certificate of title entered in the Register Book, vol. 1190, fol. 237802 ; fourthly, 
part of Crown allotment 3, section 3 a , township of Rochester, parish of Rochester W est, county of 
Bendigo, particularly described in the certificate of title entered in the Register Book, vol. 1828, 
fol. 365402, and which land is situated in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca ; fifthly, 
allotment 64, parish of Rochester W est, county of Bendigo, in the municipal district of the shire of 
Echuca.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of the shire of Deakin, and are firstly above described, are rated in the rate-book 
of such district upon a yearly value of Fifty-five pounds; and that such of the said lands or 
tenements as are situate in the municipal district of the shire of Deakin, and are secondly above 
described, are rated in the rate-book of such district upon the yearly value of Thirty-six pounds ; and 
that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca, 
and are thirdly above described, are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Thirty-five pounds; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of the shire of Echuca, and are fourthly above described, are rated in the rate-book of such 
district upon the yearly value of Twenty pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are 
situate in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca, and are fifthly above described, are rated 
in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Ten pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JO S E P H  S T E R N B E R G .”

5. P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  A d d r e s s  t o  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The President reported that
he had, that day, waited upon His Excellency the Governor and had presented to him the Address 
of the Legislative Council agreed to on the 27th ultimo, and that His Excellency had been pleased 
to make the following reply :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c il  :

In  the name and on behalf of our Most Gracious Sovereign, I  beg to thank you for the 
expression of loyalty contained in the Address which you have presented. I  fervently hope that the 
outcome of your deliberations may tend to develop the welfare of this part of H er M ajesty’s 
dominions.

B R A SS E Y .
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 4th Ju ly , 1899.

6 . P a p e r s .—The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—

Australasian Statistics for the year 1897.
Annual Report on British New Guinea from 1st Ju ly , 1897, to 30th June, 1898 ; with 

Appendices.
Thirty-third Report of the Board of Visitors to the O bservatory; together with the Report of 

the Government Astronomer for the period from 1st July , 1898, to 28th February, 
1899.

Penal Establishments and Gaols.—Report of the Inspector-General for the year 1898.
Public Service Board.—Report.
Refrigerating Stores and Central Wine Depot.—Interim  Report of the Royal Commission on 

Refrigerating Stores and Central W ine Depot.
Third Progress Report of the Royal Commission on S tate Forests and Timber Reserves.— 

The Redgum Forests of Barm ah and Gunbower ; their Resources, Management, and 
Control.

Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1897—
Appendix to P art IV .—Population.— Municipal Finances.
P a rt V II .—Accumulation.
P a rt V II I .—Law, Crime, &c.
P a rt IX .— Social Condition.

Statistical Register of the Colony of V ictoria for the year 1898.— P art I . —Blue Book.
Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliam ent, were laid upon 
the Table by the Clerk :—

Agricultural Education.— Accounts of the Trustees of A gricultural Colleges and the Council 
of Agricultural Education from 1st Ju ly , 1898, to 31st December, 1898.



Defences and Discipline Act 1890—
Victorian Military Forces—

Alteration of Regulations.—P art V II .— Section II.
Alteration of Regulations,—P art I .— Section II.

Victorian Naval Forces—
Addition to Regulations.—P art I I .— Section V II.
Alteration of Regulations.—P art I I .—Sections I I I .  and V II.

Victorian Naval and Military Forces—
Addition to Financial and Store Regulations.—Part I I .— Section I.
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations.—P art V II.— Section I I I .
Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations.—P art IV .— Section I.

Volunteer Cadet Corps.— Alteration of Regulations.
Dental Board of Victoria.—Regulations.
Education Act 1890.—Alteration of Regulations.
Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories, Work-rooms, and Shops for the year ended 31st 

December, 1898.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.— Statements of Accounts and Balance-sheet, 

together with Schedule of Contracts for year ended 30th June, 1898.
Report of the Country Fire Brigades Board for the year ended 31st December, 1898, together 

with Statement of Receipts and Expenditure and Assets and Liabilities for that period. 
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board—

Report for the year ended 31st December, 1898.
Alteration of Regulations.

Twentieth Annual Report on Friendly Societies.— Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies 
for the year 1897, to which are appended the Valuations, Contributions, and Benefits, 
Statistics of Friendly Societies, &c.

Land Act 1890.— Section 85.— Schedule of Swamp Leases containing Special Conditions. 
Land A ct 1890.— Part I .—

Alteration of Regulations.— Chapter V. and Schedule 70.
Alteration of Regulations.— Chapters X I., X II I . and Schedule 71.
Additional Regulation.—Chapter X I.

Land Acts—
Alteration of Regulations under the Mallee Lands Act 1896.
Alteration of Regulations under the Mallee Lands Act 1896.

Department for Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools.—Report of the Secretary and 
Inspector for the year 1898.

Post Office Acts 1890 and 1 8 9 7 -
Certificate of Posting.—Intercolonial Parcels.
Rates on Parcels exchanged between Victoria and Germany by German Steamers.
Rates on Telegrams from Victoria to Queensland.
Insurance of Parcels.
Regulations in connexion with the Insurance of Parcels.

Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery of Victoria—
Report of the Trustees of the—for 1898, with a Statement of Income and Expenditure for 

the financial year 1897-8.
Regulations.

Public Service Acts.—Regulations.
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways.— Seventh General Report.
Victorian Railways—

Report of the Victorian Railways Commissioner for the quarter ending 31st December,
1898.

Report of the Victorian Railways Commissioner for the quarter ending 31st March,
1899.

Thirteenth Annual Report on" Trade Unions.—Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies 
for the year 1898, with an Appendix.

Settlement on Lands A ct 1893.—Regulations.
W ater A ct 1890—

Koondrook and Myall Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust—
Rating Regulation.
Regulation for fixing Charges for W ater for 1899.

Rodney Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust.— Graduated Rate.—Regulation No. 17. 
W attles Act 1890.— Section 10.—Issue of a Lease.

7. D a y s  o f  B u s i n e s s .— The Flonorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
in each week be the days on which the Council shall, meet for despatch of business during the present 
Session, and that Half-past Four o’clock be the hour of meeting on each day; that on Tuesday and 
Thursday in each week the transaction of Government business shall take precedence of all other 
business ; and that on Wednesday in each week Private Members’ business shall take precedence of 
Government business.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

8. S t a n d in g - O r d e r s  C o m m it t e e .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the Honorables the
President, S. Austin, J .  Balfour, J .  Bell, S. W. Cooke, N. FitzGerald, Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. 
Sargood, Sir A. Snowden, N. Thornley, and Sir H . J .  Wrixon be Members of the Select 
Committee on the Standing Orders of the House ; three to be the quorum.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.



9 . P a r l i a m e n t  B u il d i n g s  C o m m it t e e .— The Honorable Sir I-I. Cuthbert moved, T hat the I-Ionorables 
the President, J .  H. Abbott, S. Fraser, W. P itt, and W. I. W inter-Irving be Members of the 
Joint Committee to manage and superintend the Parliament Buildings.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

1 0 . L ib r a r y  C o m m it t e e .— The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, pursuant to  amended notice, That
the Honorables the President, F . S. G-rimwade, C. J . Ham, D. Melville, and Sir H. J .  Wrixon be 
Members of the Joint Committee to manage the Library.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

1 1 . R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  C o m m it t e e .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the Honorables
Dr. W. H . Enabling, E . Morey, J .  M. P ratt, A. O. Sachse, and J .  A. W allace be Members of the 
Joint Committee to manage the Refreshment Rooms.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

12. P r i n t i n g  C o m m it t e e .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Honorables the President,
T . Brunton, Sir R. T . FI. Clarke, Bart., G. Godfrey, D. Ham, W. Knox, N. Levi, P . Phillips, 
R . Reid, and J .  Sternberg be Members of the Printing Committee ; three to be the quorum. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

13. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t io n  B i l l .— The Honorable Sir IT. J .  W rixon moved, That he have leave to
bring in a Bill to provide Compensation to Workmen for Injuries sustained in the course of their 
Employment.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the Honorable Sir H. J .  W rixon do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir IF. J .  W rixon then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  B ill to provide Compensation to 

Workmen fo r Injuries sustained in the course o f their Employment f  and moved, T hat it be now read 
a first time. ,

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Wednesday, 12th Ju ly  instant.

14. D e c e a s e  o f  M e m b e r .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat this House desires
to place on record its deep sense of the loss which it has sustained through the death of the 
Honorable Jam es Service. The high character which distinguished him as a M inister of the 
Crown and Member of Parliam ent during the whole of his long and useful political career, his 
devoted labours in Parliament and in the great offices of State, and the valuable services rendered 
by him to this colony caused him to be regarded by all classes of the community with honour 
and respect. His death is most deeply deplored, by none more than by this Council, whose 
deliberations were so greatly aided by his long experience and matured wisdom.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

1 5 . E v i d e n c e  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read— the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Flonorable Sir IF. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
I h e  President, resumed the Chair; and the Flonorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir FI. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir FI. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Flonorable Sir FI. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill
“ A n  A ct to amend the Laio o f Evidence -with regard to the Office o f  Deputy Registrar-General.” 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

16. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading
of this Bill having been read the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, mi the further motion of the Flonorable Sir FI. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The Piesident resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved That the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
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17. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading,

18. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the follow­
ing Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 
to amend the ‘ Australasian Federation Enabling Act ( Victoria) 1896/ ” with which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 4th July , 1899.

19. A u s t r a l a s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n  E n a b l i n g  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—The Honorable Sir H.
Cuthbert moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to amend 
the ‘ Australasian Federation Enabling Act ( Victoria) 1896/”  be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and 
read a second time to-morrow.

And then the Council, at two minutes past six o'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 2.

WEDNESDAY, 5 t h  JULY, 1899.
Questions.

1. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the extract
from the London Gazette, dated 10th April, 1897, which was presented to both Houses of 
Parliament by His Excellency’s Command, and which is as follows :—

“ Downing-street, 10th April, 1897.
“ The Queen has been graciously pleased to signify Her approval that Members of the 

Legislative Councils in certain Colonies possessing Responsible Government may, on retirement 
or resignation after a continuous service in such Councils of not less than ten years, be eligible 
to be recommended by the Governors of such Colonies for Her M ajesty’s permission to retain 
the title of ‘ Honorable ”

and to ask whether the Ministry will, in accordance therewith, advise the Governor to recommend 
that Mr. Jam es Buchanan should be permitted to retain the title “ Honorable ” in recognition of 
his long and valuable services as a Member of this House.

2. The Hon. G. G o d f r e y  : To call the attention of the House to the recent proceedings in the Coroner’s
Court, Melbourne, in the O’Callaghan case, and to ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General whether 
the Government will bring in a Bill to limit the powers of the Coroner’s Court to the same powers 
as are exercised by other courts of justice in the colony.

3. The Hon. J . S t e r n b e r g  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General whether, in view of the great
damage done by the late flood-waters in the various parts of the colony, the Government will make 
arrangements whereby full information in regard to the rainfall and state of the rivers will be regis­
tered at all police stations during times of likely floods in order that such information may be tele­
graphed to townships situated on such rivers as may be affected by these floods.

4. The Hon. G. G o d f r e y  : To call the attention of the House to the recent prosecutions in the courts
of one Joseph Flanagan for embezzlement, and to his acquittal by two juries ; and to ask the Hon­
orable the Solicitor-General why, in view of the circumstances, the Government have allowed a 
third prosecution to be proceeded with.

General Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. Sir A. S n o w d e n  : To move, That the question of the proper procedure to be observed in 
dealing with Bills which amend The Constitution Act, or which amend Acts amending that Act, 
and the question raised on the third reading of the Plural Voting Abolition Bill, last Session, as to 
whether that Bill came within the meaning of section 60 of The Constitution Act, be referred to 
the Standing Orders Committee for consideration and report.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A u s t r a l a s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n  E n a b l i n g  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —Second reading.
2. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n ie s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —To be further considered in Committee.
3. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .

TUESDAY, 1 1 t h  JULY.
Question.

1. The Hon. S. F r a s e r  : To call attention to the non-publication of the Year-Book of Victoria and to 
impress upon the Government the urgent need for the immediate resumption of its publication.

(120 copies.)



WEDNESDAY, 1 2 t h  JULY.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W o r k m e n s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 29 t h  JUNE, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 2.
A ustralasian Federation Enabling Bill— [47]. (To Members of Council only.)
Life A ssuraace Companies Bill.— Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. J .  M. P ra tt. (To Members of 

Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 1, 2, and 3.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 4.
W eekly Report of Divisions. No. 1.
Railway Lands Acquisition Bill— [2 ].
Local Government B ill— [10].
The Constitution A ct Amendment B ill— [14].
Woman Suffrage B ill— [15].
U sury Prevention Bill— [1 6 ].
Haw kers and Pedlers B ill— [24].
Boilers Inspection B ill— [29].
M etropolitan H ackney Carriages Bill— [30].
Melbourne Tram w ay and Omnibus Company’s Bill— [39],
K erang A gricultural Show Y ards Sale B ill— [42].
Geelong M arket Site B ill— [56].
Vermin Destruction Bill— [58].
Law of Libel Amendment B ill— [59].
Australasian Federation Enabling B ill—Amendments and N ew  Clauses to be proposed by Sir George 

Turner. (To Members only.)



V I C T O R I A .

No. 3.

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 5t h  JULY, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A djo urnm ent .—The Honorable Sir H. J . Wrixon having stated his desire to move, That the House
do now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable Sir II. J .  Wrixon then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the powers of 
the Coroner's Court, and moved, That the House do now adjourn.

Question—put and negatived.

5. P a pe r .—The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an Act of Parliament, was laid upon the
Table by the Clerk :—

Hospitals for the Insane.—Report of the Inspector of Lunatic Asylums for the year ended 31st 
December, 1898.

6. A djournm ent .— The Honorable D. Melville having stated his desire to move, That the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable D. Melville then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the recent prosecu­
tion of Joseph Flanagan, and moved, That the House do now adjourn.

Question—put and negatived.

7. A m endm ent o f  T h e  C o n s t itu t io n  A c t .— The Honorable Sir A. Snowden moved, That the question
of the proper procedure to be observed in dealing with Bills which amend The Constitution Act, or 
which amend Acts^ amending that Act, and the question raised on the third reading of the Plural 
Voting Abolition Bill, last Session, as to whether that Bill came within the meaning of section 60 
of The Constitution Act, be referred to the Standing Orders Committee for consideration and report. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

8. P oisons A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment B ill .— The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, by
leave, That he have leave to bring in a Bill to farther amend the Poisons Act 1890.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled ((A  Bill to further amend the ‘ Poisons 

Act 1890/ ” and moved, That it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday next.

9. A ustralasian F ederation  E nabling  A ct A mendment B ill .— The Order of the Day for the
second reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this 
Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

(20q copies.)



On the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cutlibevt the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a third time.
The President said :— It has been suggested to me by Mr. Knox that it would be interesting 

to have the names of the honorable Members voting for the third reading of the Bill recorded. I t  
will not be necessary to take a division. If  honorable Members who are in favour of the Bill will 
pass to the right of the Chair, I  will instruct the Clerk to record their names.

Question—put.
The Clerk having reported that the names of the following Members had been recorded as 

having voted for the third reading of the Bill, viz.:—The Plonorables J . H. Abbott, J . Balfour, 
J .  Bell, F. Brown, J .  C. Campbell, T. Comrie, S. W. Cooke, Sir H. Cuthbert, J . M. Davies, 
T. Dowling, Dr. W. II. Enabling, N. FitzGerald, G. Godfrey, F. S. Grimwade, D. Ilam , W. Knox, 
N. Levi, J . Y. McDonald, D. Melville, E. Miller, E. Morey, W. H. S. Osmand, W. P itt, J .  M. 
P ratt, R. Reid, A. O. Sachse, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, Sir A. Snowden, N. Thornley, W. I. 
W inter-Irving, Sir H. J . Wrixon, and A. W ynne—

The President declared the question to have been resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the following be the title of the B i l l :—
“ A n  Act to amend the Australasian Federation Enabling Act ( Victoria) 1896.’ ”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

10. P ostpo nem ent  of Ord er s  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday nex t: —

Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.

11. A d jo u r n m e n t .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty-one minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 3.

TUESDAY,' l ir a  JULY, 1899.
Questions.

1. The Hon. S. F r a s e r  : To call attention to the non-publication of the Year-Book of Victoria and to
impress upon the Government the urgent need for the immediate resumption of its publication.

2. The Hon. J. S ternberg  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General whether, in view of the great
damage done by the late flood-waters in the various parts of the colony, the Government will make 
arrangements whereby full information in regard to the rainfall and state of the rivers will be regis­
tered at all police stations during times of likely floods, in order that such information may be 
telegraphed to townships situated on such rivers as may be affected by these floods.

Government Business.
Orders  of th e  D ay :—

1. P oisons A ct 1890 furth er  A mendment B ill— Second reading.
2. L ife  A ssurance Companies A mendment B ill—To be further considered in Committee.
3. M eat S upervisio n  B ill— S econd reading.

WEDNESDAY, 1 2 t h  JULY.
Question.

1. The Hon. N. L e v i : T o  call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the 
papers and books supplied to pupils in State schools, which re-introduce sectarian and dogmatic 
religious teachings; and to ask if it is not an indirect violation, and contrary to the express terms 
and spirit, of the present Education Act, as approved by the people and Parliament of Victoria, 
which Act distinctly sets forth it is to be a national system based upon a purely free, secular, and 
compulsory education.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. The Hon. F. S. G rim w ade  : To move, That he have leave to bring in a Bill to regulate cremation 
and for other purposes.

Order  of th e  D a y  :—
1. W orkmen's Compensation B il l—Second reading.



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 5t h  JULY, 1899 .

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 3.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 5.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Bill— [39]. (To Members only )
Local Government B ill— [48].
Constitution A ct Amendment B ill— [49].
Mines B ill— [60].
S tatistical Register of Colony of Victoria for Year 1897—

P a rt V II .—Accumulation. No. 2.
P a rt V I I I .—Law, Crime, &c. No. 3.
Appendix to P a rt IV .—Population. Municipal Finances. No. 4.
P a rt IX .— Social Condition. No. 5.

A ustralasian Statistics for Year 1897. No. 7.
Statistical Register of Colony of Victoria for Year 1898.— P art I .— Blue Book. No. 10.
T hirty-th ird  Report of Board of Visitors to Observatory, &c., from 1st Ju ly , 1898, to 28th February, 1899. 

No. 12.
A gricultural Education.— Accounts of Trustees of Agricultural Colleges, &c., from 1st Ju ly  to 31st 

December, 1898. No. 19.
Report of Chief Inspector of Factories, &c., for Y ear 1898. No. 27.



V I C T O R I A .

No. 4.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 1 t h  JULY, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4 . I s s u e  o f  W r i t . —The President announced that, since the adjournment of the Council, he had issued 
a W rit for the election of a Member to serve for the South-Western Province, in the place of the 
Honorable Joseph Henry Connor, deceased.

5. T he C ommittee of E lections and  Q u alificatio ns .—The President laid upon the Table the 
following W arrant, appointing the Committee of Elections and Qualifications : —

V icto ria .

Pursuant to the provisions of The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890, I  do hereby appoint— 
The Honorable Joseph Henry Abbott,
The Honorable James Bell,
The Honorable Frederick Brown,
The Honorable Sir Henry Cuthbert,
The Honorable Edward Miller,
The Honorable Pharez Phillips, and
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir Frederick Thomas Sargood

to be Members of a Committee to be called “ The Committee of Elections and Qualifications.”
Given under my hand this eleventh day of July, One thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-nine.
W. A. ZEAL,

President of the Legislative Council.

6. P a pe r s .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of Flis Excellency the Governor—
Land Selection at Mount Macedon.— Commission, Report, and Evidence.
Report on the System of dealing with the Unemployed, the Co-operative Works System, 

Improved Farm Settlements, Workmen’s Homes, the State Farm, Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, Resumption, Subdivision, and Settlement of Estates under Land fo r  
Settlements Act 1894 of New Zealand, by the Honorable R. W. Best, M.L.A. (Minister 
for Lands), and W. A. Trenwith, Esq., M.L.A.

Fourth Progress Report of the Royal Commission on State Forests and Timber Reserves.— 
Wombat F o res t: its Resources, Management, and Control.

Law Reform.—Report of Royal Commission for inquiring as to the means of avoiding 
unnecessary delay and expense, and of making Improvements in the Administration of 
Justice and in the working of the L a w ; together with Minutes of Evidence and 
Appendices.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.
(200 copies.)



The fo l lo w in g -  Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

Defences and Discipline Act 1890.—Victorian Naval and Military Forces.— Alteration of 
Financial and Store Regulations.—P art V II.

W ater Act 1890.—The Dimboola Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and 
W ater Supply Trust.—Application of Municipal Funds.

Customs A ct 1890.— Schedules 1 and 2 to Drawback Regulations Amended.
Customs and Excise Duties A ct 1890—

Alteration of Regulations relating to the Sale of Tobacco, Cigars, and Snuff.
Minor Articles.— Wire Springs for attaching Metal Covers to ordinary Jugs.
Surgical Appliances or Instruments.—Adjustable Fountain Spittoons (Dentists’).

Customs and Excise Duties Act 1895—
Minor Articles.—Push Pieces.
Surgical Appliances or Instrum ents.— “ Tallerman Hot Air Apparatus ” for Gout, 

Rheumatism, &c.
Fisheries Act 1890.— Close Season.—Wombat Creek, Parish of Wombat.
Marine A ct 1890—

Amended Regulations relating to Pilots and Pilotage.
Equipment of Ships with Life-saving Appliances.— Amended Regulations.
Ports in Victoria.—Additional Regulation.—Navigation of South Channel, Port Phillip. 
Ports in Victoria.—Additional Regulation.—Navigation of South Channel, Port Phillip. 
Ports in Victoria.—Additional Regulation.—Port of Port Phillip.

Marine A cts.—Additional and Amended Regulations for the Licensing of Boats and Boatmen 
and the Equipment of Boats.

Marine A ct 1897 and the Merchant Shipping A ct 1894—Forms for use under the.
Explosives Act 1890—

Keeping of Explosives.— Alteration of Regulations.
Addition to List of Explosives authorized for Importation into and Manufacture in Vic­

toria.—N i tro- Com pounds.

7. M essag e  from  H is  E x c ellen c y  t h e  G o vernor .— The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the P resid en t:—■

B R A SS E Y ,
Governor. Message No. 1.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned A ct of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ An Act to amend the ‘ Australasian Federation Enabling A ct ( Victoria) 1896.’ ”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 7th July , 1899.

8. P e t it io n .—The Honorable Dr. W. H. Embling presented a Petition from the President and Councillors
of the Shire of Strathfieldsaye, praying that the Council would reject the Meat Supervision Bill or 
would amend it by striking out all reference to the Board of Public Health, and leaving the 
administration of purely local matters to local authority.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Meat Supervision Bill.

9. M essage  from t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “An Act 
to amend the Local Government Acts with regard to Valuations,” with which they desire the con­
currence of the Legislative Council.

F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Sneaker

Melbourne, 11th July, 1899.

10. M u n i c ip a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l .— The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by the
foregoing Message, intituled “An Act to amend the Local Government Acts with regard to Valuations ,” 
be now read a first time.

Question put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.

11 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  —

I  he Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 
further amend the ‘Melbourne and Metropolitan Board o f  Works Act 1890,’ ” with which they desire 
the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

. F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, S n ea k er

Melbourne, 11th July , 1899.



1 2 . M e l b o u r n e  a n d  M e t r o p o l it a n  B o a r d  o f  W o r k s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—T h e
Honorable D. Melville moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An 
Act to further amend the ‘Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Worhs Act 1890,” ’ be now read a first 
time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.

13. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
to provide for the Incorporation and Government o f the Prahran Mechanics' Institute,’i  with which 
they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, l l t l i  July, 1899.

14. P r a h r a n  M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l .— The Honorable G. Godfrey moved, That the Bill trans­
mitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n A ct to provide fo r the Incorporation and Govern­
ment o f the Prahran Mechanics' I n s t i t u te be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.

15. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
to provide fo r  the Sale o f the Show Yards at Kerang," with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th July, 1899.

16. K e r a n g  S h o w  Y a r d s  S a l e  B i l l .—The Honorable J .  Bell moved, That the Bill transmitted by the
foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to provide for the Sale o f the Show Yards at K e r a n g be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.

17. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
prohibit Indecent or Obscene A d ve r tise m en tswith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th July, 1899.

18. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B il l .—The Honorable D. Melville moved,
That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to prohibit Indecent or 
Obscene A dvertisem en tsbe now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.

19. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act for  
the Incorporation o f the Mechanics' Institute at Geelong and fo r other purposes," with which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th July, 1899.

20. G e e l o n g  M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l .—The Honorable Sir H. J . Wrixon moved, That the Bill
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act for the Incorporation o f the Mechanics' 
Institute at Geelong and for other purposes f  be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.



21. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled A n Act 

to further amend the i Local Government Act 1890/ ” with which they desire the concurrence of the
Legislative Council. F . C. M ASON,

Legislative Assembly, Speakei.
Melbourne, 11th July , 1899.

22. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 1). The Honorable J . H. Abbott
moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n Act to further amend the 
‘ Local Government Act 1890/ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 1st August next.

23. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable N. Thornley having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed. ^

The Honorable N. Thornley then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of Proportional Voting 
in Elections for the Senate under the Commonwealth Constitution Bill, and moved, That the House 
do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

24. P oisons A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading
of this Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable A. O. Sachse moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Question— That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 1st August next.

25. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to

apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Five hundred and eighty-four thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-seven pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One 
thousand nine hundred/ ’ with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly, M ASON,
Melbourne, 11th July , 1899. Speaker.

26. C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (No. 1).—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill trans­
mitted by the foregoing Message, intituled u An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f 
Five hundred and eighty-four thousand nine hundred and ninety-seven pounds to the service o f  the year One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred,” be now read a first time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable Sir IL. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Com­
mittee of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the B i l l :—
“ A n A ct to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum of Five hundred and eighty-four thousand 

nine hundred and ninety-seven pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred f  

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.
27. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following 

Message from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
to amend the Railway Lands Acquisition A c is f  with which they desire the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th Ju ly , 1899.



28. R a il w a y  L a n d s  A c q u is it io n  A c ts  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved,
That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to amend the Railway Lands 
Acquisition Acts,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill he now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—
“ An Act to amend the Railway Lands Acquisition A c ts”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

29. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday, 1st August next : —

Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.

30. A d j o u r n m e n t .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday, 1st August next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty-one minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 1st August next.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 4.

TUESDAY, 1 s t  AUGUST, 1899.
Questions.

1 . The Hon. J . S ternberg- : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General whether, in view of the great
damage done by the late flood-waters in the various parts of the colony, the Government will make 
arrangements whereby full information in regard to the rainfall and state of the rivers will be regis­
tered at all police stations during times of likely floods, in order that such information may be 
telegraphed to townships situated on such rivers as may be affected by these floods.

2. The Hon. A. O. S achse : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to an account
in the Argus and Age newspapers, published on 24th June, of an arrest of two housebreakers by a 
police sergeant named Roger son, an officer connected with the Armadale Police Station ; and to ask 
whether the Government will cause some special reward or special promotion to be given to 
Sergeant Rogerson in recognition of the heroic conduct and bravery shown by him, the successful 
capture of the offenders, and the painful injuries suffered by that gallant man.

3. The Hon. N. L e v i  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
papers and books supplied to pupils in State schools, which re-introduce sectarian and dogmatic 
religious teachings ; and to ask if it is not an indirect violation, and contrary to the express terms 
and spirit, of the present Education Act, as approved by the people and Parliament of Victoria, 
which Act distinctly sets forth it is to be a national system based upon a purely free, secular, and 
compulsory education.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P oisons A ct 1890 fur th er  A mendment B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. L ife  A ssurance Companies A mendment B ill—To be further considered in Committee.
3. M eat  S u pervisio n  B ill— Second reading.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. The Hon. F. S. G rim w ade  : To move, That he have leave to bring in a Bill to regulate cremation 
and for other purposes.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M unicipal  V aluations B ill— Second reading.
2. M elbo urne  and  M etropolitan  B oard of W orks A ct 1890 fur th er  A mendment B ill—

Second reading.
3. P rahran  M echanics’ I nst it u t e  B il l— S econd reading.
4. K erang  S h o w  Y ards S ale  B ill— S econd reading.
5. I ndecent  or Obscene A dvertisem ents P rohibition  B il l— Second reading.
6. G eelong  M echanics’ I n stitute  B ill— Second reading.
7. L ocal G overnm ent  A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment B ill (N o. 1)— Second reading.
8. W orkmen’s Compensation  B ill— S econd reading.



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 6 t h  JULY, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 4.
Local Government Bill No. 1— [10]. (To Members of Council only.)
Indecent Publications Bill— [32]. (To Members of Council only.)
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute Bill— [37]. (To Members of Council only.)
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Bill— [38]. (To Members of Council only.) 
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Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 7.
Land Bill— [65].
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 5.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1s t  AUGUST, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  M e m b e r .—The Honorable J .  Hoddinott delivered to the Clerk the Declaration
required by the thirty-seventh section of the Act No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, J oseph H oddinott, 
do declare and testify that I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of over 
One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands or tenements 
are situated in the municipal district of the Shire of Phillip Island and Woolamai, and are known 
as Crown allotments eleven, twelve, and thirteen, in the parish of Woolamai, county of Mornington.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Phillip Island and Woolamai are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Three hundred and eighty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusivelv or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

<;J .  H O D D IN O TT.”

5. R e t u r n  to  W r i t .—The President announced that there had been returned to him the W rit he had
issued for the election of a Member to serve for the South-Western Province, in the place of the 
Honorable J . H. Connor, deceased ; and by the indorsement on such Writ it appeared that Thomas 
Charles Harwood had been elected in pursuance thereof.

6 . S w e a r i n g - in  o f  M e m b e r .—The Honorable T. C. Harwood, being introduced, took and subscribed
the oath required by law, and delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required by the thirty-seventh 
section of the Act No. 1075, as hereunder set forth:—

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, T h o m a s  C h a r l e s  
H a r w o o d ,  do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds and upwards above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, 
that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Newtown and Chilwell and 
Queenscliff, and are known respectively as 6 H aw thorn/ Skene-street, Newtown, Geelong, and 
‘ Graylings/ Swanston-street, Queenscliff.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Newtown and Chilwell are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a 
yearly value of One hundred pounds, and that such of the said lauds or tenements as are situate in 
the municipal district of Queenscliff are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of Eighty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or hereditaments, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to 
be returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ THOS. C. H A R W O O D /’

7 . M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r .  P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 

to amend the ‘ Vermin Destruction Act 1890/ ” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Council.

F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st August, 1899.
(500 copies.)



8. V erm in  D estructio n  A ct 1890 A mendment  B il l .— The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to amend the i Vermin Destruction Act 
1890,’ ” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

9. M essag e  from  H is  E x cellenc y  t h e  G o verno r .—The f o l l o w i n g  Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir H. Cutlibert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the President :—

B R A S SET,
Governor. Message No. 2.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, a t the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Act of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

66 A n  Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Five hundred and eighty-four 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-seven pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred f

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 12th Ju ly , 1899.

10. M essage  from  H is E x c ellen c y  t h e  G o verno r .— The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the President :—

B R A SSE Y ,
Governor. Message No. 3.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A ct of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, viz :—

“ An Act to amend the Railway Lands Acquisition Acts.”
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 17th Ju ly , 1899.

11. P a p e r s .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—
Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1898 —

P art I I .— Interchange.
P art I I I .— Finance, &c.
P a rt IV .—Population (exclusive of Municipal Finances).

Royal Commission on Technical Education.—Progress Report on Prim ary Instruction.
Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

W ater A ct 1890—
Leaghur and Meering Irrigation and W ater Supply T ru st—

Regulation for the Sale and Distribution of W ater.
Rating Regulation.

Mooroopna Waterworks Trust.—Application for Additional Loan of £300.
Wodonga W aterworks T rust.— Application for Additional Loan of £500.
Yatchaw Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.— Rating Regulation.

Defences and Discipline A ct 1890—
Victorian M ilitary Forces.— Alteration of Regulations, P a rt V II.
Victorian Naval and Military Forces.— Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations, 

Part V II.
Bank Liabilities and Assets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 30th 

September, 1898.

12. P e t it io n .— The Honorable Sir A. Snowden presented a Petition from certain news agents in the
colony of Victoria praying that the Council would make certain amendments in clauses 4 and 5 of 
the Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Indecent or Obscene Advertise­
ments Prohibition Bill.

13. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t five o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 5.

TUESDAY, 8 t i i  AUGUST, 1899.
Questions.

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the statement made by him at the end of last Session in reference to certain correspondence- 
between the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies and Sir Thomas Sutherland 
relative to the Immigration Restriction Bill.

2. The Hon. N. L e v i  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of tho
papers and books supplied to pupils in S tate schools, which re-introduce sectarian and dogmatic 
religious teachings; and to ask if  it is not an indirect violation, and contrary to the express terms 
and spirit, of the present Education A ct, as approved by the people and Parliam ent of Victoria,, 
which Act distinctly sets forth it is to be a national system based upon a purely free, secular, and 
compulsory education.

Government Business.
O rders  o f  t h e  D ay  :—

1. P oisons A ct 1890^f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. L ife  A ssurance  C o m pa n ies  A m endm ent B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
3. M eat S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading.

General Business,
N otice  of M otion  :—

1. -The Hon. F . S. G r i m w a d e  : To move, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to regulate cremation 
and for other purposes.

O k d e u s  o f  t i i e  D a y :—

1. V erm in  D e structio n  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading.
2.  M u n ic ip a l  V alu a tio n s  B il l — S econd reading.
3. M e l b o u r n e  a n d  M e tr o po l it a n  B oard  of W orks A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill—

Second reading.
4. P r a h r a n  M e c h a n ic s’ I n st it u t e  B il l— S econd reading.
5. ICerang  S h o w  Y a rd s  S ale  B il l— Second reading.
6. I n d e c e n t  or Obscene  A d v e r t isem en ts  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — S econd reading.
7. G eelo ng  M e c h a n ic s’ I n s t it u t e  B il l — S econd reading.
8. L ocal G o vernm ent  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill  (No. 1)— Second reading.
9. W o r k m e n ’s C o m pensation  B il l — S econd reading.



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 1 1 t h  JULY, 1899 .

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 5.
Vermin Destruction Bill— [58], (To Members of Council only.)
Life Assurance Companies Bill.—Amendments and New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. Sir H .

Cuthbert. Amendments and New Sub-sections to be proposed by the Hon. J .  M. Davies. 
(To Members of Council only.)

Poisons Bill.—Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. F. S. G-rimwade. (To Members of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. No. 7.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 8.
Twentieth Annual Report on Friendly Societies. No. 1.
Report of Victorian Railways Commissioner for Quarter ending 31st December, 1898. No. 6.
Report of Trustees of Public Library, &c., for 1898. No. 13.
Public Service Board—Report. No. 14.
Law Reform— Report, &c., of Royal Commission. No. 15.
Report of Secretary and Inspector of Department for Neglected Children, &c., for 1898. No. 18. 
Thirteenth Annual Report on Trade Unions, &c., for 1898. No. 20.
Report of Inspector-General of Penal Establishments and Gaols for 1898. No. 22.
Fourth Progress Report of Royal Commission on State Forests, &c.— Wombat Forest. No. 25..
Report on the System of dealing with the Unemployed, &c., of New Zealand. No. 32.
Land Selection at Mount Macedon— Commission, Report, and Evidence. No. 33.
Progress Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways on Proposed Central Railway 

Station at Flinders-street, &c. Report No. 1.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 6.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 8 t h  AUGUST, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A djo urn m ent .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood having stated his desire to move, That
the House do now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed. 

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of 
the statement made by the Honorable the Solicitor-General a t’the end of last Session, in reference 
to certain correspondence between the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies and 
Sir Thomas Sutherland relative to the Immigration Restriction Bill, and moved, That the House do 
now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

5. M essage  from the  L egislative  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the follow­
ing Message from the Legislative Assembly

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 
to abolish Plural Voting in the Elections o f Members o f the Legislative Assembly,” with which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, .Speaker.

Melbourne, 8th August, 1899.

6. P lural  V oting A bolition  B il l .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to abolish Plural Voting in the Elections o f Members o f 
the Legislative Assembly f  be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

7. P e t i t i o n s .— The Honorable W. McCulloch presented a Petition from the President, Councillors, and
Ratepayers of the Shire of Mirboo, praying that the Council would make certain amendments in 
the Meat Supervision Bill.

The Honorable J. H. Abbott presented a Petition from the President and Councillors of the Shire of 
Echuca, praying that the Council would reject the Meat Supervision Bill in its present form.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Meat Supervision Bill.

8. P a pe r s .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—
Report of Proceedings taken under the provisions of the Settlement on Lands Act 1893, during 

the financial year ended 30th June, 1899.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

Defences and Discipline Act 1890.-^-Victorian Naval and Military Forces.—Alteration of 
Financial and Store Regulations, Part V II.

Land Act 1890, Part I .—Alteration of Regulations, Chapter X III .
Regulations under the Land Acts.
Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery of Victoria.—Regulations.
Public Service Acts.—Regulations^
Rules under Part V II. of Companies Act 1896.
Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1896 and the Australasian Federation Enabling Act 

1 8 9 9 -
Copy of the Certificate of the Result of the Poll taken in Victoria on the 27th day 

of July, 1899.
Regulations.



9. P o iso n s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the resumption of the
debate on the question, That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.
Ordered—T hat the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

10. M essage from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council an Address to Her Majesty the 

Queen, praying for the establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia, and also an Address to 
H is Excellency the Governor, requesting that His Excellency will forward the first-mentioned 
Address to the Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies for presentation to H er M ajesty, which 
Addresses have been adopted this day by the Legislative Assembly, and with which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. M ASON, 
Speaker.

Legislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 8th August, 1899.

The Address to H er M ajesty the Queen was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—
To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.

M ay it  pl e a se  Y our M a je st y —
We, Your M ajesty’s loyal subjects, the 

Members of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, approach Your Majesty 
with assurances of loyal attachment to Your Throne and Person. We humbly desire to lay before 
Your M ajesty :—

1. That, pursuant to legislation passed by the Parliaments of New South Wales, Victoria, 
South Australia, Iasm ania, and W estern Australia, a Convention of representatives of the colonies 
named met during the years 1897 and 1898 and framed a D raft Federal Constitution in the form of 
a Bill for enactment by the Imperial Parliament.

2. T hat in the beginning of the present year the Prime Ministers of the colonies named and 
the Prim e M inister of Queensland in Conference assembled amended the said Draft Federal 
Constitution in certain respects.

3; T hat subsequently Federation Enabling Acts were passed by the Parliaments of New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, and Tasmania, and those Acts provided for 
the submission of the Federal Constitution, drafted and amended as aforesaid, to the electors of 
New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, and Tasmania for acceptance or 
rejection.

4. That^ the electors of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania have 
accepted the said Constitution as amended, and a vote of the people of Queensland will be taken 
on the 2nd September next.

5. T hat the Victorian Australasian Federation Enabling A c t 1896, No. 1443, provides as 
follows :— ’ r

Section 37—
“ If two colonies in addition to Victoria accept the Constitution the Legislative Council 

and the Legislative Assembly of Victoria may adopt a Jo in t Address to the 
Queen praying that the Constitution may be passed into law by the Imperial Parlia­
ment upon receipt from the Parliam ents of such two colonies either of similar joint 
or separate Addresses from each House of such Parliam ents.”

Section 38—
When such Jo in t Address has been agreed to pursuant to the preceding section the 

same shall be transmitted to the Queen with a certified copy of the Constitution.”
nmnn/lJu I ' f l r  V\c, toi'iâ x Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1899, No. 1603, which
amended Act No. 1443, called therein the Principal Act, it is provided as follows

This Act shall be incorporated with the Principal Act, and, except so far as inconsistent 
with this A ct or inapplicable thereto, the provisions of the Principal Act relating to 
f  ? su ,)1̂lls_sl0n the Constitution to the electors and its transmission to the Queen 
oi legislative enactment by the Imperial Parliam ent shall mutatis mutandis apply to 

the Constitution as proposed to be amended in the particulars appearing in the First 
Schedule to this Act.

“ The Constitution as proposed to be amended in the particulars appearing in the First 
Schedule to this Act, and as set forth in the Second Schedule to this Act, shall—

(a) be submitted to the electors for the Legislative Assembly in Victoria for
acceptance or rejection by direct vote, and, if accepted by a majority of the 
electors voting, may afterwards

(b) be transmitted by both Houses of Parliam ent to the Queen for legislative
enactment by the Imperial Parliam ent.”



7. In pursuance of these powers we, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, transmit 
to "1 our Majesty the said Constitution and the said Constitution amended as aforesaid, and pray 
that, upon the transmission to Your Majesty of joint or separate Addresses from the Houses of 
Parliament of two or more of the other colonies, namely, New South Wales, Queensland, South 
Australia,, Tasmania, and Western Australia, Your Majesty may be pleased to cause the accompany­
ing Constitution, amended as aforesaid, to be submitted to the Imperial Parliament, that it may be 
passed into law by the Imperial Parliament for the establishment of an Australian Commonwealth 
composed of those colonies which unite with Victoria in a similar prayer to Your Majesty.

All of which we, the
Members of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, humbly pray Your Majesty to take into Your 
gracious and favorable consideration.

The Address to His Excellency the Governor was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—
M a t  i t  p le a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y —

We, the Members of the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, respectfully request that Your Excellency will be 
pleased to transmit to the Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, for presentation to Her 
Majesty the Queen, the accompanying Address praying that the Draft Bill to Constitute the 
Commonwealth of Australia, as accepted by a direct vote of the electors of New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, may be submitted to and passed into law by the Imperial 
Parliament.

Ordered—That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow and take precedence of 
all other business.

11. P o stp o n e m e n t o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders 
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Vermin Destruction Act 1890 Amendment Bill-^Second reading.
Municipal Valuations B ill— Second reading.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board o f Works Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute B ill— Second reading.
Kerang Show Yards Scde Bill^-Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Geelong Mechanics' Institute B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment B ill (Wo. 1)—Second reading.
Workmen's Compensation B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at forty-five minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 6.

WEDNESDAY, 9-m AUGUST, 1899.
Question,

1. T he Hon. G-. G o dfrey  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the follow­
ing statem ent made in several of the London newspapers in the case of McGregor v. McGregor in 
the South-W estern Police Court :— “ Mr. Hoskins mentioned that since the adjournment he had 
seen the representative of the A gent-G eneral of Victoria in London, and he informed him that, while 
it was perfectly true that a Bill was introduced into the Victorian Parliam ent annulling m arriages 
solemnized by the Rev. N athaniel K insm an, yet for the sake of public policy such marriages were 
looked upon as valid and to ask w hether the attention of the Government has been called to such 
statem ent, and w hether the Governm ent will instruct the A gent-G eneral to correct such statem ent.

Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D a y  (to take precedence') :—

1. M essa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly—

— To be taken into consideration.
To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty.

M ay  it  p l e a s e  Y o ur  M a je s t y —

W e, Your M ajesty’s loyal subjects, the 
Members of the Legislative Assembly of V ictoria, in Parliam ent assembled, approach Your M ajesty 
with assurances of loyal attachm ent to Your Throne and Person. We humbly desire to lay before 
Your M ajesty :—

1. T hat, pursuant to legislation passed by the Parliam ents of New South Wales, Victoria, 
South A ustralia, Tasm ania, and W estern Australia, a Convention of representatives of the colonies 
named met during the years 1897 and 1898 and framed a Draft Federal Constitution in the form of 
a B ill for enactment by the Im perial Parliament.

2. T h at in the beginning of the present year the Prim e M inisters of the colonies named and 
the Prim e M inister of Queensland in Conference assembled amended the said Draft Federal 
Constitution in certain respects.

3. T h a t subsequently Federation Enabling A cts were passed by the Parliam ents of New 
South W ales, V ictoria, Queensland, South A ustralia, and Tasmania, and those Acts provided for 
the submission of the Federal Constitution, drafted and amended a s . aforesaid, to the electors o f 
New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South A ustralia, and Tasmania for acceptance or 
rejection.

4. T hat the electors of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania have 
accepted the said Constitution as amended ; and a vote of the people of Queensland will be taken 
on the 2nd September next.

5. T h a t the Victorian Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1896, No. 1443, provides as 
follows :—

Section 37—
“ I f  two colonies in addition to Victoria accept the Constitution, the Legislative Council 

and the Legislative Assembly of V ictoria may adopt a Jo in t Address to the Queen 
praying that the Constitution may be passed into law by the Im perial Parliam ent 
upon receipt from the Parliam ents of such two colonies either of similar jo in t or 
separate Addresses from each House of such Parliam ents.”

f A d d r e s s  t o  H e r  M a j e s t y  ti-ie  Q u e e n  
\ A d d r e s s  t o  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r



Section 3 8 --
“ When snck Jo in t Address has been agreed to pursuant to the preceding section the 

same shall be transm itted to the Queen with a certified copy of the Constitution.”
6. T hat by the Victorian Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1899, No. 1603, which 

amended A ct No. 1443, called therein the Principal Act, it is provided as follows :—
“ This A ct shall be incorporated w ith the Principal A ct, and, except so far as inconsistent 

w ith this A ct or inapplicable thereto, the provisions of the Principal A ct relating to 
the submission of the Constitution to the electors and its transmission to the Queen 
for legislative enactment by the Im perial Parliam ent, shall mutatis mutandis apply to 
the Constitution as proposed to be amended in the particulars appearing in the F irst 
Schedule to this Act.

“ The Constitution as proposed to be amended in the particulars appearing in the F irst 
Schedule to this Act, and as set forth in the Second Schedule to this A ct, shall—

(a) be submitted to the electors for the Legislative Assembly in Victoria for
acceptance or rejection by direct vote, and, if accepted by a majority of the 
electors voting, may afterwards

(b) be transm itted by bolh Houses of Parliam ent to the Queen for legislative
enactm ent by the Im perial Parliam ent.”

7. In  pursuance of these powers we, Your M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, transmit 
to Your M ajesty the said Constitution and the said Constitution amended as aforesaid, and pray 
that, upon the transmission to Your M ajesty of jo in t or separate Addresses from the Houses of 
Parliam ent of two or more of tlio other colonies, namely, New South Wales, Queensland, South 
A ustralia, Tasm ania, and W estern A ustralia, Your M ajesty may be pleased to cause the accom­
panying Constitution, amended as aforesaid, to be submitted to the Im perial Parliam ent, that it 
may be passed into law by the Imperial Parliam ent for the establishm ent of an Australian 
Commonwealth composed of those colonies which unite w ith Victoria in a similar prayer to Your 
M ajesty. *

A ll of which we, the
Members of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, humbly pray Your M ajesty to take into Your 
gracious and favorable consideration.

To Tlis Excellency the Governor.

M ay  i t  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l en c y—

We, the Members of the Legislative
Assembly of V ictoria, in Parliam ent assembled, respectfully request that Y our Excellency will be 
pleased to transm it to the Principal Secretary of S tate for the Colonies, for presentation to H er 
M ajesty the Queen, the accompanying Address praying that the D raft B ill to Constitute the 
Commonwealth of Australia, as accepted by a direct vote of the electors of New South Wales, 
Victoria, South A ustralia, and Tasmania, may be subm itted to and passed into law by the Im perial 
Parliam ent.

General Business.
N o tice  oe M otion  :—

1. T he Hon. F. S. G r i m  w a d e  : To move, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to regulate Cremation 
and for other purposes.

O rd e r s  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. V erm in  D estr u c tio n  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l — S econd reading.
2 .  M u n ic ip a l  V a l u a t io n s  B il l — S econd reading.
3. M e l b o u r n e  a n d  M e t r o po l it a n  B oard  of W orks A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l—

Second reading.
4. P r a iir a n  M e c h a n ic s’ I n s t it u t e  B il l — S econd reading.
5. K e r a n g  S h o w  Y a rd s S al e  B ill— S econd reading.
6 . I n d e c e n t  or  O bsc ene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — S econd reading.
7. G eel o n g  M e c h a n ic s’ I n s t it u t e  B i l l — Second reading.
8. L ocal G o v e r n m en t  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t  B ill  (No. 1)— Second reading.
9 . W o r k m e n ’s C o m pensatio n  B il l — S econd reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D ay  :—

1. L ife  A ssur ance  C o m pa n ies  A m endm ent  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. M ea t  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 15 t u  AUGUST.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  : —

E 1 • I  l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
2.  P o i s o n s  A c t  1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  R e p o r t .



WEDNESDAY, 16t h  AUGUST.
■Question.

1. The Hon. E . J .  Crooke : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if it is intended to have any­
more of the nnroofcd cattle trucks constructed ; and, if so, whether stock-owners have been 
consulted in the matter.

G EO R G E II. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 3r d  AUGUST, 1899.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 5.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 10.
T he Constitution A ct Amendment B ill— [14]. (To Members of Council only.)
Life Assurance Companies Bill.—New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. Agar Wynne. (To Members 

of Council only.)
Poisons Bill.—Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. F. S. Grimwade. (To Members of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 8 and 9.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 11.
Marine Bill— [6].
Melbourne Sailors’ Home Bill— [19].
A rarat Land B ill— [20].
Moorpanyal Bill— [36].
Third Progress Report of Royal Commission on State Forests, &c.— Redgum Forests of Barm ah and 

Gunbower, &c. No. 8.
Report of Inspector of Lunatic Asylums for Year 1898. No. 29.
Mooroopna W aterworks Trust.— Application for Additional Loan of £300. No. 30.
Wcdonga Waterworks Trust.—Application for Additional Loan of £500. No. 31.
Royal Commission on Technical Education.'—Progress Report on Primary Instruction. No. 34.
Report of Proceedings taken under Provisions of Settlement on Lands Act 1893 during Financial Year ended 

30tli June, 1899. No. 40.





V I C T O R I A .

No. 7.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T I I E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 9t h  AUGUST, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P apers.—T he following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1896 and the Australasian Federation Enabling Act
1899.—Regulation.

Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the year 1898.

5. A ddress to H er M a jesty  th e  Q u een— Commonwealth of A ustralia .— The Order of the Day
for the consideration of the Message from the Legislative Assembly requesting the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council in an Address to Her Majesty the Queen, praying for the establishment of 
an Australian Commonwealth, having been read—the said Address was read and is as follows:—

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.
May it please  Y our M ajesty—

We, Your Majesty’s loyal subjects, the 
Members of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, approach Your Majesty 
with assurances of loyal attachment to Your Throne and Person. We humbly desire to lay before 
Your Majesty :—

1. That, pursuant to legislation passed by the Parliaments of New South Wales, Victoria, 
South Australia, Tasmania, and Western Australia, a Convention of representatives of the colonies 
named met during the years 1897 and 1898 and framed a Draft Federal Constitution in the form of 
a Bill for enactment by the Imperial Parliament.

2. That in the beginning of the present year the Prime Ministers of the colonies named and 
the Prime Minister of Queensland in Conference assembled amended the said Draft Federal 
Constitution in certain respects.

3. That subsequently Federation Enabling Acts were passed by the Parliaments of New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, and Tasmania, and those Acts provided for 
the submission of the Federal Constitution, drafted and amended as aforesaid, to the electors of 
New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, and Tasmania for acceptance or 
rejection.

4. That the electors of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania have 
accepted the said Constitution as amended, and a vote of the people of Queensland will be taken 
on the 2nd September next.

5. That the Victorian Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1896, No. 1443, provides as 
follows :—

Section 37—
“ If  two colonies in addition to Victoria accept the Constitution the Legislative Council 

and the Legislative Assembly of Victoria may adopt a Joint Address to the Queen 
praying that the Constitution may be passed into law by the Imperial Parliament 
upon receipt from the Parliaments of such two colonies either of similar joint or 
separate Addresses from each House of such Parliaments.”

Section 38—
“ When such Joint Address has been agreed to pursuant to the preceding section the 

same shall be transmitted to the Queen with a certified copy of the Constitution.”
(500 copies.)



6. T hat by the Victorian Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1899, No. 1603, which
amended Act No. 1443, called therein the Principal Act, it is provided as follows :—

“ This A ct shall be incorporated with the Principal Act, and, except so far as inconsistent 
with this Act or inapplicable thereto, the provisions of the Principal Act relating to 
the submission of the Constitution to the electors and its transmission to the Queen 
for legislative enactment by the Imperial Parliam ent shall mutatis mutandis apply to 
the Constitution as proposed to be amended in the particulars appearing in the First 
Schedule to this Act.

“ The Constitution as proposed to be amended in the particulars appearing in the F irst 
Schedule to this Act, and as set forth in the Second Schedule to th is 'A ct, shall—

(a) be submitted to the electors for the Legislative Assembly in Victoria for
acceptance or rejection by direct vote, and, if accepted by a majority of the
electors voting, may afterwards

(b) be transmitted by both Houses of Parliam ent to the Queen for legislative
enactment by the Imperial Parliam ent.”

7. In  pursuance of these powers we, Your M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, transmit 
to Your M ajesty the said Constitution and the said Constitution amended as aforesaid, and pray 
that, upon the transmission to Your M ajesty of joint or separate Addressed from the Houses of 
Parliam ent of two or more of the other colonies, namely, New South Wales, Queensland, South 
A ustralia, Tasmania, and W estern Australia, Your M ajesty may be pleased to cause the accom­
panying Constitution, amended as aforesaid, to be submitted to the Im perial Parliament, that it 
may be passed into law by the Imperial Parliam ent for the establishment of an Australian 
Commonwealth composed of those colonies which unite w ith Victoria in a similar prayer to Your 
Majesty.

A ll of which we, the
Members of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, humbly pray Your M ajesty to take into Your 
gracious and favorable consideration.

T he Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this House agree w ith the Legislative Assembly in the 
foregoing Address.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the blanks in the said Address be filled up by the 

insertion of the words “ Members of the Legislative Council and the.”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Address, and have filled up the blanks therein by the 
insertion of the words “ Members of the Legislative Council and the.”

6. A d d r ess  to H is  E xc ellen c y  t h e  G overnor— C om m onw ealth  of A u st r a l ia .— The Order of
the Day for the consideration of the Message from the Legislative Assembly requesting the con­
currence of the Legislative Council in an Address to His Excellency the Governor, requesting that 
H is Excellency will transm it to the Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies the foregoing 
Address to Her M ajesty the Queen; having been read—the said Address was read and is as 
follows :—

M a y  it  p l e a se  Y o ur  E xcellenc y—

We, the Members of the Legislative Assembly
of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, respectfully request that Your Excellency will be pleased to 
transmit to the Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, for presentation to H er M ajesty the 
Queen, the accompanying Address praying that the D raft B ill to Constitute the Commonwealth of 
Australia, as accepted_ by a direct vote of the electors of New South W ales, Victoria, §outh 
Australia, and Tasmania, may be submitted to and passed into law by the Im perial Patiiameht.

The Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert moved, That this House agree with the Legislative Assembly in the 
foregoing Address.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the blank in the said Address be filled up by the 

insertion of the words “ Members of the Legislative Council and the.”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Address, and have filled up the blank thefeth M  the 
insertion of the words “ Members of the Legislative Council and the.”

7. P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t:—

Vermin Destruction A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Municipal Valuations B ill— Second reading.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board o f Works Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Frahran Mechanics’ Institute B ill-S eco n d  reading.

_ ' Kerang Shoio Yards Sale B ill— SecQnd reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Geelong Mechanics’ Institute B ill— Second reading.
Local Government A ct 1890 further Amendment B ill (Wo. 1) — Second reading.
Workmen’s Compensation B ill— Second reading.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Cdmmittee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.
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8. P e t i t i o n . The Honorable C. J . Ham, by leave, presented a Petition from the Corporation of the
Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors, and Citizens of the City of Melbourne, praying that the Council 
would reject the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act 1890 further Amendment Bill. 

Ordered to lie on the Table.

9. A djournment.— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at forty minutes past six o'clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

GEORGE H. JENKINS,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 7.

TUESDAY, 15 t e  AUGUST, 1899.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . P l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
2. P o is o n s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  R e p o r t .
3. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — T o b e  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r e d  in  C o m m it te e .
4. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . V e r m i n  D e s t r u c t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
2 .  M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
3. M e l b o u r n e  a n d  M e t r o p o l i t a n  B o a r d  o f  W o r k s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —

Second reading.
4. P r a h r a n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
5 .  K e r a n g  S h o w  Y a r d s  S a l e  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
6 .  I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
7 .  G e e l o n g  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .
8. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  (N o. 1)— S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
9 .  W o r k m e n ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .

WEDNESDAY, 16 t h  AUGUST.
Question. »

1. T he Hon. E . J .  C r o o k e  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if it is intended to have any 
more of the unroofed3 cattle trucks constructed ; and, if so, whether stock-owners have been 
consulted in the m atter.

General Business.
N o t i c e  o f  M o t i o n  :—

1. T he Hon. F . S. G r i m w a d e  : To move, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to regulate Cremation 
and for other purposes.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 16th August.

L i b r a r y  ( J o i n t ) — at three o'clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 9t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 7.

N otices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 12.

By Authority: R o b t . S. B r a in ,  Government Printer, Melbourne, 

(160 copies.)





V I C T O R I A .

No. 8.

MINDTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 15 t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.
4. P e t i t i o n .—The Honorable J . Balfour presented a Petition from the President and Councillors of the

Shire of Mulgrave, praying that the Council would either reject the Meat Supervision Bill or 
amend it by eliminating all the arbitrary powers given to the Board of Public Health, and leaving 
the administration of a purely local matter to the local authorities.

Petition read, ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Meat Supervision Bill.
5. P a p e r s .—The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid

upon the Table by the Clerk :—
Water Act 1890.—Kerang East Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.-—Direction to Trust to 

construct a Subway for No. 2 a  Channel.
Bank Liabilities and Assets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 31st 

December, 1898.
Victorian Mining Accident Relief Fund.—Balance-sheet, 1898.

6 .  P l u r a l  V o t i n g - A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read—the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 30. Noes, 8.
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 

J .  Balfour 
J .  Bell 
T . Brunton
Sir R. T . H. Clarke, Bart.
T. Comrie 
S. W. Cooke
E. J .  Crooke 
Sir H. Cuthbert 
J .  M. Davies 
N. FitzGerald
S. Fraser
C. J .  Ham 
T. C. Harwood 
J .  Hoddinott 
W. Knox 
N. Levi 
W. McCulloch 
J .  Y. McDonald
D. Melville
E. Miller 
W. P itt 
J .  M. P ra tt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
G. Simmie 
J .  Sternberg 
Sir H. J .  Wrixon 
A. Wynne.

Tellers.
G. Godfrey
F. S. Grim wade.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.—'Bill read a second time.
(500 copies.)

The Hon. S. Austin 
F. Brown 
J .  C. Campbell 
T. Dowling 
A. O. Sachse 
J .  A. Wallace.

Tellers.
Dr. W. H. Enabling 
Sir A. Snowden.



l l ie  Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 
whole.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable W". McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable TV. McCulloch moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—
A n Act to abolish Plural Voting in the Elections o f Members o f  the Legislative AssemblyP

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

7. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D ay.— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders 
of the Day be postponed until to-m orrow: —

Poisons Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Vermin Destruction A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Municipal Valuations B ill— Second reading.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board o f Works Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Prahran Mechanics' Institute B ill— Second reading.
K-erang Show Yards Sale B ill— Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading,
Geelong Mechanics'1 Institute B ill— Second reading.
Local Government A ct 1890 further Amendment B ill (2Vo. 1 )—Second reading.
Workmen's Compensation B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at twenty-five minutes past ten o^clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Q krh th& L ig is ta tim  QmnsiU



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 8.

WEDNESDAY, 16 t h  AUGUST, 1899 . .
Questions.

1. The Hon. E . J .  C rookk : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if it is intended to have any­
more of the unroofed cattle trucks constructed; and, if so, whether stock-owners have been 
consulted in the matter.

2. The Hon. W. K no x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Minister of Defence to the
desirability of tenders being called forthwith for the construction of the remaining four sections of 
the new trenches and targets at the N orth Williamstown Rifle R anges; and to ask if he will cause 
the work to be promptly proceeded with, in order that all competitors may be able to use the new 
Martini-Enfield rifle (-303 bore) during the Intercolonial Rifle Matches to be held in November 
next.

3. The Hon. N. T ho rnley  : To ask the Honorable the Acting Minister of A griculture if he will lay
on the Table of the House the Return quoted from by him to a deputation on the 4th instant re 
the losses incurred by the Government in conducting the freezing for export.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. The Hon. F. S. G r im w ade  : To move, That he hjtve leave to bring in a Bill to regulate Cremation 
and for other purposes.

Ord er s  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. V erm in  D estruction  A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— Second reading.
2. M u n ic ip a l  V aluatio ns  B il l — Second reading.
3. M elb o u r n e  and  M etr o po litan  B oard of W orks A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l—

Second reading.
4. P r a h r a n  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  B il l — Second reading.
5. K erang  S h o w  Y ards S ale  B ill— Second reading.
6. I n d e c e n t  or Obscene  A dv er tisem en ts  P ro h ibit io n  B il l— Second reading.
7. G eelo ng  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  B il l — Second reading.
8. L ocal G o vernm ent  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill  (No. 1)— Second reading.
9. W o rk m en ’s C o m pensation  B il l— Second reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P oisons A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. L ife  A ssurance  C o m panies A mendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
3. M eat S u pe r v isio n  B il l— Second reading.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 10t h  AUGUST, 1899.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 6 and 7.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 8.
Poisons B ill— [26]. (To Members of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 11, 12, and 13.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 14.
Traction Engine B ill— [71].
Supplementary Estimates, 1898—9. B.— No. 6.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for Year ending 30th June, 1900. B.—No. 7.
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V I C T 0  R I A.

No. 9.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 16t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took, the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.
4. A ddress to H is E xcellency  the  G overnor— Commonwealth of A ustralia .— The President

reported that, accompanied by the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly and 
honorable Members of both Houses, he had, that day, waited upon His Excellency the 
Governor, and had presented to him the Joint Address, relating to the establishment of an 
Australian Commonwealth, which had been agreed to by the Legislative Council and the 
Legislative Assembly, and that His Excellency had been pleased to make the following reply :—

Government House,
16th August, 1899.

M r . P resident and  H onorable G entlemen of the  L egislative Council :
M r. Speaker  and  G entlemen of the L egislative A ssembly :

Departing from formal precedent, I  shall venture on this historic occasion to say a few words 
not officially inspired, but which will perhaps the better give utterance to the feelings which lie 
deep in all our hearts.

The Address which you ask me in your name to transmit marks a turning point in your 
national history. I t  closes an era in which great things have been done. In no other country, no 
not in the most advanced of the communities of the old world, are law and order more assured, the 
public tranquillity less disturbed, the standard of living for the whole people higher, the provision 
for education more liberal. In none is that self-government, which is the distinctive gift of our 
race, more admirably illustrated. Statesmanship, eloquence, sound common sense, lofty patriotism 
have never been wanting even in the smallest of the Australian Parliaments.

And now, looking forward to the future, and remembering all that you have done in the 
past under the difficult circumstances of rivalry and separation, who shall measure the achieve­
ments which may be accomplished by your united efforts ? You will be greatly strengthened for 
defence. Your trade will grow by leaps and bounds. The common credit will sensibly lighten 
the public charge. All petty jealousies will disappear. Time would fail me were I to attempt to 
enumerate all the advantages which are certain to accrue in the near future from Federation. 
I  rejoice that the closing stage of my public life has been associated with a movement which,- as far 
as in me lay, I  have earnestly striven to help forward. I t  has had from Lady Brassey and myself 
the heartiest good wishes. Unless it had been so I  should have been no fitting representative of 
the Queen and Her people in the United Kingdom. All your hopes for the future are fully shared 
in your old motherland, and as in the coming years you become, in an increasing degree, a power­
ful and prosperous State, the possession of a happy and contented people, supreme in these Southern 
seas, there will be no envious feelings. I t  will be felt that your own greatness reflects glory on the 
home of your fathers, and there, as here, it will be said—“ Now and for all time, Advance 
Australia ! ”

BRASSEY.

5. P a per s .—The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

Customs and Excise Duties Act 1895.—Surgical Appliances or Instruments.—Cauteries. 
Report of the Chief Inspector of Explosives to the Honorable the Commissioner for Trade and 

Customs on the working of the Explosives Act during the year 1898.



6. C rem atio n  B il l .— The Honorable F . S. Grim wade moved, That he have leave to bring in a Bill to
regulate Cremation and for other purposes.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Honorable F. S. Grim wade do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable F. S. Grimwade then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  B ill to regulate Cremation and 

fo r  other pur poses,” and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Wednesday next.

7. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday, 30th A ugust instant :—

Workmen's Compensation B ill— Second reading.

8. V erm in  D est r u c tio n  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading
of this B ill having been read— the Honorable D. Melville moved, T h at this B ill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. M elville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee. ’
The President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
The Honorable D. M elville moved, T h at this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for 

reconsideration.
Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. M elville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered the B ill and agreed to the same w ith a further amendment.
T he Honorable D. M elville moved, by leave, T h a t the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable D . Melville the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. M elville, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
T he Honorable D. Melville moved, T h a t the following be the title of the B ill :—

“ A n  Act to amend the 6 Vermin Destruction A c t  1890.,;?
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the B ill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with an amendment, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

9. M u n ic ip a l  V a l u a t io n s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill having been
read— the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable A. W ynne moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T hat the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the debate be adjourned until W ednesday next.

10. P o stpo nem ent  of  Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until W ednesday next :—

Prahran Mechanics’ Institute B ill— Second reading.

11. K e r a n g  S ho w  Y ards S ale  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill
having been read ■—the Honorable J .  Bell moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second Time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
I  he Honorable J . Bell moved, T h at this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  Bell, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  Bell the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of the 
whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  Bell, the B ill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable J . Bell moved, T hat the following be the title of the B i l l :—

“ A n Act to provide fo r  the Sale o f  the Shoiu Yards at KerangP
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill without amendment.

12. P o stpo nem ent  of O r d e r  of t h e  D ay .— Ordered, T h at the consideration of the following Order 
of the Day be postponed until W ednesday next : —

Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.



13. Geelong  M echanics’ I n stitute  B ill .—The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill
having been read—the Honorable T. C. Harwood moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second 
time.

Debate ensued.
Question-^—put and resolved in the affirmative.-^Bill read a second time.
Ih e  Honorable T. C. Harwood moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable T. C. Harwood, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, on Wednesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

14. M elbourne  and  M etropolitan  B oard  of W orks A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment B ill .—The
Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable C. J .  Ham 
moved, T hat the Petition presented to this House on the 9th August instant, from the Corporation 
of the Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors, and Citizens of the City of Melbourne, be now read.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Petition read by the Clerk.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

15. M essage  from the  L egislative  A ssembly.—'T he President announced the receipt of the follow ing
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r esid en t—

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “  A n Act 
to amend the ‘ Moorpanyal Land Act 1897,’ with which they desire the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th August, 1899.

16. M oorpanyal L and  A ct 1897 A mendment B il l .—The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to amend the ‘ Moorpanyal Land Act 
1897,’ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

17. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e sid en t—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 

provide for the Resumption by the Crown o f certain Land in the parish o f Ararat,” with which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th August, 1899.

18. A rarat Land  R esumption  B il l .—The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to provide for the Resumption by the Crown o f certain 
Land in the parish o f A r a r a t be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

19. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r esid en t—  „
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 

further amend the 6 Marine Act 1890,’ *’ with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th August, 1899.

Marin e  A ct 1890 fur th er  A mendment B il l .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the 
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to further amend the 6 Marine Act 
1890,’ ” be now read a first tir ‘ 
lestion—put and resolved in tl 
second time on Tuesday next*

Dili iransmiuusu. uj 
1890,’ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
aaA/vnd t im e  o n  Tuesday next*



21. M essage  from th e  L eg isla tiv e  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act 

to amend the Law o f Evidence with regard to the Office o f Deputy Registrar-General,” and acquaint 
the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the same with an amendment, 
with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th August, 1899.
Ordered— That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

22 . P o stponem ent  of Orders of th e  D a y . — Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t:—

Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment B ill (Ao. 1)— Second reading.
Poisons A ct 1890 further Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To he further considered in  Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.

23. A djo urn m ent .— The Honorable W . McCulloch moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t fifty-five minutes past nine o'clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 9.

TUESDAY, 2 2 n d  AUGUST, 1899.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  j—

1. M oorpanyal  L a n d  A ct 1897 A m endm ent  B il l — S econd reading.
2 . A r a r a t  L a n d  R esu m ptio n  B ill— S econd reading.
3. M ar in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— S econd reading.
4 . E v id e n c e  L a w  A m endm ent  B il l — M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken

into consideration.
5. P oisons A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— Consideration of Report.
6. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
7. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— S econd reading.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. The Hon. J .  M. D a v i e s  : To move, That he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Hospitals
and Charities A ct 1890. .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. L ocal G o vernm ent  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill  (No. 1)— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 23r d  AUGUST.
General Business.

Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y  :—
1. Cr em a tio n  B il l— Second reading.
2 . M u n ic ip a l  V alu a tio n s  B il l— Second reading—Resumption o f dehate.
3. P r a h r a n  M ech anics’ I n s t it u t e  B il l— Second reading.
4. I n d e c e n t  or Obscene  A d v e r t isem en ts  P r o h ibit io n  B il l— Second reading.
5. G eelo ng  M ec h anics’ I n s t it u t e  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

WEDNESDAY, 30 t h  AUGUST.
General Business. ,

Ord er  of t h e  D ay :—
1. W orkm en’s Co m pensation  B il l— Second reading.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 16t h  AUGUST, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 9.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 15.
W ater Supply Advances Relief Bill.—Amendments to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Outtrim. (To 

Members only.)

By Authority* R o b t. S. B r a in ,  Government Printer, Melbourne, 

(160 copies.)
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 10.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OK T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 2 n d  AUGUST, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.
4. P aper s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid

upon the Table by the Clerk :—
Report of the Council of Defence.
Report respecting Applications and Proceedings under the Electric Light and Power Act 1896 

for the year 1898.
Bank Liabilities and Assets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 31st March, 

1899.
5. D ischarge of Or d e r  of th e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the following

Order of the Day was read and discharged :—
Poisons Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Consideration of Report.

6. P oisons A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment B il l .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this
Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for reconsideration.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had

reconsidered the Bill and agreed to the same with further amendments.
Ordered—T hat the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration to-morrow.

7. P ostponement of Orders of th e  D ay .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Amendment B ill—Second reading.
Ararat Land Resumption B ill— Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill—Second reading.
Evidence Law Amendment B ill— Message from the Legislative Assembly— To be taken into 

consideration.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be f  urther considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment Bill {No. 1)— Second reading.

8. M essage  from th e  L egislative  A ssem bly .—The President announced the receipt of the follow­
ing Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 

relating to the Reformed Presbyterian Church o f Ireland at Geelongf with which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 22nd August, 1899.
9. G eelong  R eformed P resbyterian  Church  of I reland  B ill .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert

moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled u An Act relating to the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church o f Ireland at Geelong,” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.



10. M essage from the  L eg islative  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit, to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
to amend the Law relating to Hawkers and P e d l e r s with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 22nd August, 1899.

11. H a w k e r s  a n d  P e d l e r s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled An Act to amend the Law relating to Hawkers 
and Pedlers” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

And then the Council, at fifty-five minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL*

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 10.

WEDNESDAY, 23bd AUGUST, 1899.
General Business.

N otice of M otion :—
1. The Hon. J .  M. D a v ie s  : To m ove, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Hospitals 

and Charities A ct 1890.

O rders of t h e  D ay  :—
1. Crem atio n  B il l— S econd reading.
2. M u nic ipal  V aluatio ns B il l— Second reading—Resumption o f debate.
3. P raiira n  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  B ill— Second reading.
4. I n decent  or Obscene A d vertisem en ts  P ro h ibitio n  B il l— Second reading.
5. G e e lo n g  M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
6. L ocal G overnm ent  A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A mendm ent  B ill (No. 1)— Second reading.
7. G eelong  R eform ed  P re sby t e r ia n  Ch urch  of I reland  B ill— Second reading.

Government Business.
O rders  of t h e  D ay :—

1. P oisons A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A mendm ent  B ill— Consideration of Report.
2. M oorpanyal  L and  A ct 1897 A mendm ent  B il l — Second reading.
3. A rarat  L and  R esum ption  B ill— Second reading.
4. M arine  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.
5. E vidence  L a w  A m endm ent  B il l — M essag e  from th e  L eg isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— To be taken

into consideration.
6. L ife  A ssurance  C o m panies A mendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
7. M eat S u pe r v isio n  B ill— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 29 t h  AUGUST.
Government Business.

O rder  of t h e  D ay :—
1. H aw k e r s  and  P e dler s  L aw  A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading.

WEDNESDAY, 30 t h  AUGUST.
General Business.

O rder  of th e  D ay :—
1. W o rk m en’s Co m pensation  B ill— S econd reading.

GEO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

M EETING  OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 30th August.

S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s — at half-past two o’clock.
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VI  c  T o  R I A.

No. U .

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 23r d  AUGUST, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. H ospitals and  Ch arities  A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .—The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved,
That he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Hospitals and Charities Act 1890.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable J .  M. Davies do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies then brought up a Bill intituled “ A Bill to amend the ‘ Hospitals and 

Charities Act 1890,’ ” and moved, That it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Wednesday next.

o. P apers.—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor— 
Mine Ventilation.—Progress Report of the Mine Ventilation Bonus Board.
Report of the Board appointed to inquire into the question of the Treatment of Habitual 

Drunkards, with Appendices and Synopsis of Evidence.
Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an Act of Parliament, was laid upon the Table 
by the C lerk:—

Wimmera United Waterworks Trust.—Application for Additional Loan of £3,200.
6. P ostponement of O rder of the  D ay.— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order of

the Day be postponed until Wednesday n ex t:—
Cremation B ill—Second, reading.

7. M unicipal  V aluations B il l .—The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the
question, That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Comm it lee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, on Wednesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

8. 'Message from the  L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P resident—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 

to remove the Disqualification o f Women in the Elections of Members of the Legislative Assembly ”
• with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd August, 1899. - - '
(500 copies.)



9 . W omen’s S uffr ag e  B il l .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by the
foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to remove the Disqualification ofi Women in the Elections o f 
Members o f the Legislative Assembly,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday, 5th September next.

10. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  One hundred and sixty-seven thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-six pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight and ninety- 
nine,” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd August, 1899.

11. C o n so lidated  R e v e n u e  B ill  (N o .  2 ) .— The Honorable Sir H. Cutlibert moved, T hat the Bill trans­
mitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  
One hundred: and sixty-seven thousand seven hundred and sixty-six pounds to the service'of the year One 
thousand eight hundred, and ninety-eight and ninety-nine,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

12. P o stpo nem ent  of O rders  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday n e x t:—

Prahran Mechanics’ Institute B ill— Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second rehding.

13. G eelo ng  M ec h a n ic s7 In s t it u t e  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of
this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the 
Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.

The Honorable Sir A. Snowden moved, T hat this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole 
for reconsideration.

D e b a t e  e n su ed .
Question—put and negatived.
The Honorable T. C. Herwood moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable T. C. Harwood the Council adopted the Report from the Committed 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable T. C. Harwood, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable T . C. Harwood moved, That the following be the title of the B ill :—

“ An Act fo r  the Incorporation o f the Mechanics’ Institute at Geelong and for other purposes.” 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith amendments, and requesting their con­
currence therein.

14. L ocal G o vernm ent  A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment  B ill  ( N o .  1).— The Order of the Day for
the second reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable J . H. Abbott moved, That this 
B ill be now read a second time. ,

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J .  II. Abbott moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  II. Abbott, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—T hat the Council will, on Wednesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

15. G eelo ng  R eformed  P re sby t e r ia n  Church  of I r ela n d  B il l .— The Order of the D ay for the
second reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable T. C. Harwood moved, T hat this Bill 
be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable T. C. Harwood moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable T. C. Harwood, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.



The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable T. C. Harwood the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable T. C. Harwood, the Bill was read a th ird ' time and 
passed.

The Honorable T. C: Harwood moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—
“ An Act relating to the Reformed Presbyterian Church o f Ireland at Geelong.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

16. P ostponement of Ord er  of t h e  D ay .— Ordered, after debate, That the consideration of the
following Order of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next :—

Poisons Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.

17. M oorpanyal  L and  A ct 1897 A m endm ent  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading
of this Bill having been read— the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered- 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ An Act to amend the ‘ Moorpanyal Land Act 1897/ ”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

18. A rarat L and  R esum ption  B il l .—The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having-
been read—the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time. 

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Com­
mittee of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the following be the title of the Bill
“ A n  Act to provide fo r  the Resumption by the Crown o f certain Land in the -parish o f  Ararat.”

Question — put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

1 9 .  E v id e n c e  L a w  A m end m en t B i l l . — T h e  O rd e r  of th e  D a y  for th e  co nsidera t ion  of th e  a m e n d m e n t
made in this Bill by the Legislative A s s e m b ly  having been read—the said amendment was read 
and is as follows :—

Clause 2, line 11, omit “ purports to ” and insert “ is or shall.”
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved. That the Council agree to the said amendment.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting^ them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the amendment made in this Bill by the Legislative Assembly.

20. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
’ of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t:—

Marine Act ] 8 9 0  further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
M e a t  Supervision B ill— Second reading.



2 1 .  A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising, 
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at one minute past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Cltrk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and .Orders o f the Day,

No. 11.

TUESDAY, 29 t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (No. 2 ) — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
2 .  H a w k e r s  a n d  P e d l e r s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
3. P o is o n s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Consideration of Report.
4. M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

'5 .  L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — T o b e  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e re d  in  C o m m it te e .
6 . M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .

WEDNESDAY, 30 t h  AUGUST.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t io n  B i l l — Second reading.
2. H o s p i t a l s  a n d  C h a r i t i e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
3. C r e m a t io n  B i l l — Second reading.
4. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t io n s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
5 . P r a h r a n  M e c h a n ic s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l — Second reading.
6 . I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.
7. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  (No. 1)— To be [further considered

in Committee.

TUESDAY, 5t h  SEPTEMBER.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W o m e n ’s  S u f f r a g e  B ill— S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,

Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 2 9 th August.

R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — a t  h a l f - p a s t  t h r e e  o ’c lo c k .

Wednesday, 30fA  August.
S t a n d in g  O r d e r s — a t  h a l f - p a s t  tw o  o’c lo c k .

(160 copies.)
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Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 10.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 11.
Woman Suffrage Bill— [15], (To Members of Council only.)
Consolidated Revenue Bill No. 2—[73]. (To Members of Council only.)
Hospitals and Charities Amending Bill—[74].
Local Government Bill No. 2—

New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. N. Levi. (To Members of Council only.)
New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. Agar Wynne. (To Members of Council only.)
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No. 28.
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No. 12.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 29 t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.
4. P e tit io n .— The Honorable G-. Godfrey presented a Petition from certain members of the Syrian

community residing in the colony of Victoria, praying that the Council would be pleased to 
eliminate any clause in the Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amendment Bill which shall compel hawkers 
to be natural-born or naturalized British subjects.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Hawkers and Pedlers Law Amend­
ment Bill.

5. P a pe r s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk:—

W ater A ct 1890.—The Carrum Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Rating Regulation. 
Land A ct 1890.— Section 85.— Schedule of Swamp Lease containing Special Conditions. 
Report upon the Affairs of the Post Office and Telegraph Department for the year 1898.
The Post Office Acts.—Regulations governing the Issue of Licences to Persons not being 

Subscribers to a Telephone Exchange to use the Telephone of a Subscriber.
Audit Act 1890.—Addition to General Regulations respecting Public Accounts.

6. C o n s o l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (No. 2 ) .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this B i l l
having been read—the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a second 
time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
« yin Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One hundred and sixty-seven 

thousand seven hundred and sixty-six pounds to the service of the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-eight and ninety-nine f  

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.
(500 copies.)



7. H a w k e r s  a n d  P e d le r s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
this Bill having been read— the Honorable W. MeCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 20. Noes, 16.
S. Austin The Hon. J .  H. Abbott
J . Bell F . Brown
Sir R. T. H. Clarke, Bart. T. Comrie
E . J .  Crooke S. W. Cooke
Sir H. Cuthbert T. Dowling
J .  M. Davies N. Levi
G. Godfrey J .  Y. McDonald
C. J .  Ham D. Melville
T . C. Harwood E. Morey
J .  Hoddinott W. P itt
W. Knox R. Reid
W. MeCulloch N. Thornley
W. H. S. Osmand J .  A. Wallace
P . Phillips A. Wynne.
J .  M. P ra tt Tellers.
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
G. Simmie Dr. W . H . Enabling
Sir H. J .  Wrixon. F . S. Grimwade.

Tellers.
J .  Balfour
S. Fraser.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable W. MeCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. MeCulloch, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.
The Honorable W. MeCulloch moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable W . MeCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. MeCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
T he Honorable W. MeCulloch moved, That the following be the title of the B i l l :—

“ An Act to amend the Law relating to Hawkers and Pedlers.”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .- 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

-The President announced the receipt of the following

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act
to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One million one hundred and seventy-eight thousand 

five hundred and thirty-one pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine 
and One thousand nine h u n d r e d with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 29th August, 1899.

F . C. M ASON, 
Speaker.

9. C o n s o l id a te d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (No. 3).—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill 
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  A ct to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue 
the sum o f One million one hundred and seventy-eight thousand five hundred and thirty-one pounds to the 
service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred f  be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee^



The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the Report 
to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill
“ An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One million one hundred and seventy- 

eight thousand five hundred and thirty-one pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

10. D ischarge of Order  of the  D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Poisons Act 1890further Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.

11. P oisons A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A mendment B il l .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this
Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for reconsideration.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered the Bill and agreed to the same with further amendments.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :— 

u An Act to further amend the ‘ Poisons Act 1890.’ ”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

12. P ostponement of Orders of the  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow:—

Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at forty-five minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEO RG E H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 12.

WEDNESDAY, 30 t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

General Business.
Orders of th e  D ay  :—

1. W orkm en’s Com pensation  B il l— Second reading.
2. H o spitals  and  C h a r it ie s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
3. Crem atio n  B ill— Second reading.
4. M un ic ipa l  V aluatio ns  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
5. P rah ra n  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  B ill— Second reading.
6. I ndecent  or Obscene  A d vertisem en ts  P ro h ibit io n  B il l— Second reading.
-7. L ocal G overnm ent  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent B ill (No. 1)— To be further considered 

in Committee.

Government Business.
O rders of t h e  D ay :—

1. Marin e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
2. L ife  A ssurance  C o m panies  A mendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
3. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 5 t h  SEPTEMBER.
Question.

1. The Hon. Dr. W. H. E m b l i n g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Minister of Defence to 
the Report of the Council of Defence, and to ask him if the Government intend to carry out the 
recommendations of the Commandant.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  W o m e n ’s  S u f f r a g e  B i l l — Second reading.

GEORGE II. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

M EETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Wednesday, 30th August.

S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s —at three o’clock.

Tuesday, 5th September.
L i b r a r y  ( J o i n t ) —at three o’clock.
R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) —at half-past three o’clock.

(120 copies.)
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No. 13.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OP THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 30 t h  AUGUST, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P e t i t io n s .  -The Honorable F. Brown presented a Petition from certain women resident in the town
and district of Numurkah, praying that the Council would pass the Women’s Suffrage Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Women’s Suffrage Bill.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented a Petition from William Robinson, styling himself 

parliamentary agent, of Royal Park, in the colony of Victoria, praying that the Council would 
appoint a Select Committee to inquire into the subject of the reading books used in State schools, 
and that, in the event of the allegations set forth in the Petition being substantiated, the Council 
would pass a resolution approving of the removal of the Nelson Series of reading books from 
such schools, and the reinstatement of the series of reading books containing Scripture history 
supervised by the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

5. I n f a n t  L i f e  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  1890 A m endm ent B i l l . — The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved,
by leave, That he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Infant Life Protection Act 1890. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  Bill to amend the ( Infant 

Life Protection Act 1890,’ ” and moved, That it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday, 12th September next.

6. W ork m en ’s C om p en sa tion  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read—the Honorable Sir H. J. Wrixon moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the debate be adjourned until Wednesday, 13th September next.

7. M e ssa g e  from  t h e  L e g i s la t iv e  A sse m b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P re sid en t—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A ct 

for the Incorporation o f the Mechanics’ Institute at Geelong and for other purposes’’ and acquaint the 
Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendments made in such Bill 
by the Legislative Council.

WM. D. BEAZLEY,
Legislative Assembly, Deputy-Speaker.

Melbourne, 30th August, 1899.



M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
amend the i Vermin Destruction Act 1890/ r  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendment made in such Bill by the Legislative Council with an 
amendment, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

WM. d . b e a z l e y ,
Legislative Assembly, Deputy-Speaker.

Melbourne, 30th August, 1899.
And the said amendment was read, and is as follows :—

Amendment made by the Legislative Council. ^ 0W ^tiv^AssemMy
Insert the following new clause—

Agreed to with the addition 
of the following pro-

A. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained the viso :— “  Provided however
council of any municipality may out of the municipal fund that the Governor in
thereof from time to time pay such larger sums than Two-( Council shall not pay to the
shillings and sixpence by way of bonus or reward for the council of any municipality
destruction of foxes as to such council shall seem fit. any sum exceeding One

shilling and threepence for 
any fox destroyed.”

On the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert the Council agreed to the amendment made by the 
Legislative Assembly on the amendment of the Legislative Council in this Bill, and ordered that a 
Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

9. H o s p i t a l s  a n d  C h a r i t i e s  A c t  1890 A m en d m en t B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second
reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now 
read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee o f the'whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council adopted the Report frdffi the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the B i l l ;—

“ An Act to amend the i Hospitals and Charities Act 1890.’ ”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

10. C r e m a tio n  B ill .— The Order of the Day for the second reading o f this Bill having been read—
the Honorable F. S. Grimwade moved, That this B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable F. S. Grimwade moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee o f the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable F. S. Grimwade, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with an amendment.
Ordered, after debate— That the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration on Wednes­

day next.

11. M u n ic ip a l V a lu a t io n s  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the further consideration! o f this
Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and1 the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

I  he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved That the Council will, on Wednesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

12. P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday next ;—

Prahran Mechanics’ Institute B ill— Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment B ill (No. V)-^To be' further considered in 

Committee.



13. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o p  O r d e r s  o p  t h e  D a y . — Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next : —

Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill—-Second reading.

14. A d j o u r n m e n t . — The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty minutes past six o'clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council,





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL*

Notices o f  Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 13.

TUESDAY, 5 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
Questions,

1. The Hon. Dr. W . H. E mbling : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to
the R eport of the Council of Defence, and to ask him if the Government intend to carry out the 
recommendations of the Commandant.

2. The Hon. J .  C. C a m pb e l l  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
great delay and expense attending the delivery of telegrams to telephone subscribers, and to ask 
whether arrangements cannot be made whereby telegrams could be a t once sent on by telephone to 
all telephone subscribers who are connected with the telegraph office receiving the telegrams, thus 
avoiding both delay and expense in delivering telegraphic messages.

3. The Hon. E . J .  Crooke  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
recommendation of the Members for the Gippsland Province that Mr. G. W . Anderson of W arragul 
he appointed a justice of the peace, and to ask w hy such recommendation has not been given 
effect to.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  : —

1. W omen’s S u f f r a g e  B il l — Second reading.
2. M a r in e  A ct 1890  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l — Second reading.
3. L ife  A ssur ance  C o m pa n ies  A m endm ent  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
4. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

W EDNESDAY, 6 t h  SEPTEMBER.
General Business.

O rders of t h e  D ay  :—
1. C rem a tio n  B il l — Consideration of Report.
2. M u n ic ip a l  V a l u a t io n s  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
3. P r a h r a n  M e c h a n ic s’ I n s t it u t e  B il l — Second reading.
4. I n d e c e n t  or Obsc ene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ibit io n  B il l — Second reading.
5. L ocal G o v ernm ent  A ct 1890  f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill (N o. 1 )— To be further considered

in Committee.

TUESDAY, 12 t h  SEPTEMBEB.
Government Business.

O r d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. I n fa n t  L if e  P ro tec tio n  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.

W EDNESDAY, 13t i i  SEPTEMBEB.
General Business.

O r d e r  of t h e  D ay

1. W o rk m en’s C o m pe n sa t io n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 5th September.

L ib r a r y  ( J o i n t ) — at th ree  o’clock.
R efresh m ent  R ooms ( J o int) — at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 3 0 t h  AUGUST, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 13.

N o tic es  of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 20. 
T rading Coupons Abolition B ill— [76].
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No. 14.

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 5 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a pe r s .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor__
Fifth  Progress Report of the Royal Commission on State Forests and Timber Reserves.—The 

Otway Forest: Its  Resources, Management, and Control.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

Mansfield Waterworks T rust.—Application for Additional Loan of £1,000.
Defences and Discipline A ct 1890—

Victorian Military Forces.—Alteration of Regulations.—P art V II .— Section I.
Victorian Naval and Military Forces.—Alteration of Financial and Store Regulations.— 

P art IV .— Section I.
Statements of Receipts and Disbursements of the Marine Board of Victoria on Pilotage 

Account from the 1st January to 31st December, 1898.

5. M e ssa g e  from  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the P residen t:—

B R A SSE Y ,
Governor. . Message No. 4.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ A n  Act to provide for the Sale o f the Show Yards at Kerang.”
“ An Act to abolish Plural Voting in the Elections o f Members o f the Legislative Assembly.”
“ A n  Act to amend the L>aw o f Evidence with regard to the Office o f Deputy Registrar-General.”
“ An Act to provide for the Resumption by the Crown o f certain I^and in the parish o f Ararat.”
“ An Act to amend the ‘ Moorpctnyal Land Act 1897.’ ”
66 An Act relating to the Reformed Presbyterian Church o f Lreland at Geelong.”
“ An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One hundred and sixty-seven 

thousand seven hundred and sixty-six pounds to the service o f the year One thousand, eight 
hundred and ninety-eight and ninety-nine.”

“ An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One million one hundred and seventy- 
eight thousand five hundred and thirty-one pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred.”



6. W om en’s S u ffr a g e  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read
—the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable F . S. G-rimwade moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T hat the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned until to-morrow, and take precedence of all other business.

7. P o stpo nem ent  of Ord er s  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-m orrow:—

Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To he further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at fifty-nine minutes past nine o'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 14.

W EDNESDAY, 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
-Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  (to take precedence) :—
1. W omen’s S u f f r a g e  B il l— S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. Cr e m a tio n  B il l — Consideration of Report.
2. M u n ic ip a l  V a l u a t io n s  B il l — T o be further considered in Com m ittee.
3. P r a h r a n  M e c h a n ic s’ I n s t it u t e  B il l — S econd reading.
4. I n d e c e n t  or O bsc ene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — S econd reading.
5. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t B i l l  (No. 1 )— To be further considered

in Committee.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. M a r in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l — Second reading.
2. L ife  A ssur ance  C o m pa n ies  A m endm ent  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
3. M eat  S u p e r v isio n  B il l — Second reading.

TUESDAY, 1 2 t h  SEPTEMBER.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  : —

1. I n fa n t  L if e  P r o t ec tio n  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 13 t h  SEPTEMBER.
General Business.

O rd er  of t h e  D ay :—
1. W o rk m en’s C o m pe n sa t io n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

G E O R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAM ENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 31 s t  AUGUST, 1899.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 12 and 13.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 14.
Cremation Bill— [69]. (To Members of Council only.) .
Marine Bill.—Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. W. McCulloch. (To Members of Council only.) 
Meat Supervision B ill.—Amendments and New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert. ( l o  

Members of Council only.)

fetes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 19, 20, and 21.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 22
Local Government Bill No. 2— [62]. (To Members only.)
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No. 15.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OP THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. W omen's S uffrag e  B il l .— The Order of the D ay for the resumption of the debate on the
question, That this Bill be now read-a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
The Honorable N. Levi moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and negatived.
Debate continued.
Question— That this Bill be now read a second time—put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 17. 
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 

T. Brunton
The Hon. S. Austin

F. Browrn 
J .  C. Campbell 
T. Comrie
S. W. Cooke 
Dr. W. H. Embling

Noes, 27.

Sir R. T. H. Clarke, Bart.
E. J . Crooke 
Sir H. Cuthbert 
J . M. Davies
G-. Godfrey S. Fraser 

T. C. Harwood 
J .  Hoddinott 
N. Levi
J . Y. McDonald
E. Miller
E . Morey 
W. H. S. Osmand 
W. Pearson

F. S. Grim wade
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham
W. McCulloch
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
G. Simmie
Sir A. Snowden 
A. Wynne.

Tellers. 
J .  Balfour
D. Melville.

P. Phillips 
W. P itt 
J .  M. P ratt 
R. Reid 
A. O. Sachse 
J . Sternberg 
N. Thornley 
J .  A. Wallace 
W. I. W inter-Irving 
Sir H. J .  VVrixon.

Tellers. 
J .  Bell 
W. Knox.

And so it passed in the negative.



5. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h at the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next : —

Cremation B ill— Consideration o f Re-port.
Municipal Valuations B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Prahran Mechanics' Institute B ill— Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Local Government A ct 1890 further Amendment B ill (No. 1)— To be further considered in 

Committee.
Marine A ct 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
L ife Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading.

6. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t forty-nine minutes past ten o'clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. ■ 

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 15.

TUESDAY, 1 2 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I n fa n t  L ife  P rotectio n  A ct 1890 A m endm ent B il l— S econd reading.
2. M a r in e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t B i l l — Second reading.
3. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered" in Committee.
4. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C rem atio n  B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. M u n ic ipa l  V aluatio ns  B il l— T o be  fu r th e r  considered in Com m ittee.
3. P r ah ra n  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  B il l— S econd reading.
4. I n d e c e n t  o r  Obscene  A dv e r t isem en ts  P ro h ibitio n  B il l — Second reading.
5. L ocal G overnm ent  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent B ill (No. 1)— T o be further considered

in Committee.

WEDNESDAY, 13t h  SEPTEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W ork m en ’s C o m p e n sa tio n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption oj debate.

G EO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 14.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 15.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 23.
Poisons Bill— [26]. (To Members only.)
Hospitals and Charities Amending B ill— [74]. (To Members only.)
Hawkers and Pedlers Bill. — Amendments of the Legislative Council. (To Members only.)
Report upon the Affairs of the Post Office and Telegraph Department for the Year 1898. No. 23. 
Progress Report of the Mine Ventilation Bonus Board. No. 48.
Mansfield W aterworks T rust.—Application for Additional Loan of £1,000. No. 50.





No. 16.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 2 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a pe r s .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the G-overnor—
Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1898—

P art V .—Vital Statistics, &c.
P a rt V I.—Law, Crime, &c.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliament, was laid upon the Table 
by the Clerk :—

Victorian Railways.—Report of the Victorian Railways Commissioner for the year ending- 30th 
June, 1899.

5. P e tit io n .— The Honorable J .  H. Abbott presented a Petition from the Mayor, Councillors, and Citizens
of the City of Bendigo, praying that the Council would pass the Local Government A ct 1890 
further Amendment Bill (No. 1) without further delay.

. Petition read, ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee of the whole on the Local 
Government A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill (No. 1).

6. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been
read—-the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
T he Honorable C. J .  Ham moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Question*—T hat the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the debate be adjourned until Tuesday next.

7. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration
of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the 
Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments, and had amended the title thereof,, 
which title is as follows :—

“ A  B ill to amend the provisions o f the Companies Acts relating to Life Assurance and for other 
purposes.”

Ordered— That the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday, 26th 
September instant.



8. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday, 26th September instant :—

Infant Life Protection Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Cremation B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Municipal Valuations B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Prahran Mechanics^ Institute B ill— Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment B ill {No. 1)— To be further considered in 

Committee.

9. A d j o u r n m e n t .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbevt moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday, 26th September instant.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fifteen minutes past ten o'clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 26th September instant.

GEORGE H. JEN K IN S,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 16.

TUESDAY, 2 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  : —

1. I nfant  L ife  P ro tectio n  A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B il l — S econd reading.
2. M a r in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading.
3. L if e  A ssurance  C o m panies A mendment B il l — Consideration of Report.
4. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. Crem atio n  B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. M u n ic ipa l  V a luatio ns  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. P rahran  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  B il l — S econd reading.
4. In decent  or O bscene  A dv e r t isem en ts  P ro h ibit io n  B il l— Second reading.
5. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t B i l l  (No. 1 )— T o be further considered

in Committee.
6. W orkm en’s C o m pensatio n  B il l — Second reading—Resumption o f debate.

GEO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 15.
Notices of Motion and  O rd ers of the Day. No. 16.
Infant Life Protection Bill— [4].

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 22 and 23.
Notices of viotiou and Orders of the Day. No. 24.
National W ater Supply Works.—Expenditure on Maintenance and Repairs. C.—No 1. 
Water Supply and Irrigation Trusts.—Expenditure on Maintenance and Repairs. C.—No. 2.





V I C T 0  II I A .

No. 17.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 26t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. 1 ai e l s . The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several .Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

Water Act 1890—
Bacchus Marsh Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust.— Regulation for the Sale of Water. 
Kerang E ast Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust.—Rating Regulation.
Macorna North Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Graduated Rate (Draft Form).— 

Regulation No. 7.
Public Service Act 1890.— Regulations.
Education A ct 1890 and Teachers A ct 1893.—Alteration of Regulations.
Fisheries Act 1890.— Close Season in the Wombat Creek.
Fisheries Acts.—Notice of Proclamations under the Fisheries Acts to be revoked, and 

Proclamations to be made under the Fisheries Act 1890 relating to the Merri River, Lady 
Bay, and Hopkins River, near Warrnambool.

Explosives Act 1890.—Keeping of Explosives.—Alteration of Regulations.
Customs and Excise Duties Act 1890—

Minor Articles—
Cards, “ Sambo,v for making Necktie Bows.
Metal Ornaments commonly known in the trade as “ Shoe Slides or Stars.”

5. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r . — The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir 11. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the= 
Honorable the P resid en t:—

BRA SSEY,
Governor. Message No. 5.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to- 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ An A ct jor the Incorporation o f the Mechanics’ Institute at Geelong and for other pui'poses.’’
“ An Act to amend the ‘ Vermin Destruction Act 1890.’”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 18th September, 1899.

6 .  I n f a n t  L i f e  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second
reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now 

. read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and tho 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.
Ordered—That the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration to-morrow.

(500 copies.)



7. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration, of the following Orders. 
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
L ife  Assurance Companies Amendment B il l— Consideration o f  Report.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Cremation B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
M unicipal Valuations B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Prahran Mechanics' Institute B ill— Second reading.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1890 further Amendment B ill (No. 1)— To be further considered in 

Committee.
Workmen's Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

And then the Council, at ten o'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EORGE H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



■'  LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL*

'.Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 17.

W EDNESDAY, 27 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1 8 9 9 .

- Question.
1. T he Hon. G. G o d f r e y  : To call the attention of the House to the case of Mr. Robert Russell, the

surveyor who laid out the streets in the City of Melbourne ; and to ask the Honorable the Solicitor-
General if the Government will make some small provision for his declining years.

* General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C r e m a t i o n  B i l l — Consideration of Report.
2. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. P r a h r a n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l — Second reading.
4. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.
5. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  (N o. 1)— To be further considered

in Committee.
6 .  W o r k m e n ’ s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

~Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
2. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n i e s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —Consideration of Report.
3. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f debate.
4. I n f a n t  L i f e  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Consideration of Report.

TUESDAY, 3 r d  OCTOBER.
~Question.

1. The Hon. N . L e v i  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the inefficiency 
of accommodation at the Graving Dock, Williamstown, for the large steamers and other vessels 
now visiting this p ort; and to ask whether the Government will take into early consideration the 
necessity of increasing such accommodation in order that facilities may be provided for repairs and 
examination of such steamers and vessels should same be required.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 3rd October.

P arliam en t  B u il d in g s  ( J o int) — at three o’clock.
  (120 copies.)  . ■ ; \



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 2 1 s t  SEPTEMBER, 1899.
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JSTo. 18.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 2 7 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1 8 9 9 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A djo urn m ent . The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood having stated his desire to move, That
the House do now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed. 

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of 
the Government making some provision for Mr. Robert Russell, and moved, That the House do 
now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

5. C r e m a t io n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the Report on this Bill having been
read—on the motion of the Honorable F. S. Grim wade the Council adopted the Report from the 
Committee of the whole.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable F. S. Grimwade, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable F. S. Grimwade moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—
“ A n  Act to regulate Cremation and for other purposes,”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

6 . L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o .  1).— T h e  Order o f  t h e  D a y  fo r
the further consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President 
left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Com­
mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  H. Abbott the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . H. Abbott, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable J .  H. Abbott moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—
“ A n Act to further amend the 1 Local Government Act 1890.’ ”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

7 . M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t io n s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in
Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments, and had amended the title thereof, 
which title is as follows :—

“ An Act to amend the Local Government Acts with regard to Valuations and jor other purposes.” 
O r d e r e d — That the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday, 10th October 

next. " '  '



8 . P r a h r a n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading o f  this Bill 
having been read— the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, T hat this Bill be now read 
a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee 

of the whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee 

of the whole be taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the Council adopted the Report from 

the Committee of the whole on this Bill.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood, the B ill was read a third 

time and passed.
T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill

“ A n  Act to provide fo r  the Incorporation and Government o f  the Prahran Mechanics’ Institute.” 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the B ill be returned to  the Legislative A ssem blyrw ith a Message acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith amendments, and requesting their con­
currence therein.

9 . P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—  Ordered, after debate, T hat the consideration of the -
following Orders of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday, 10th October next :—

Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
L ife Assurance Companies Amendment B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Meat Supervision B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
In fa n t L ife  Protection Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.

1 0 .  P o s t p o n e m e n t  OF O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, after debate, T h a t the consideration of th e -
following Order of the Day be postponed until W ednesday, 18th October n e x t -

Workmen’s Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

1 1 .  A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, a t its r is in g ,.
adjourn until Tuesday, 10th October next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, at forty-five minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 10th October next..

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 18.

TUESDAY, 1 0 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
Questions.

1. The Hon. N . L e v i  : T o call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-G-eneral to the inefficiency
of accommodation at the Graving Dock, Williamstown, for the large steamers and other vessels 
now visiting this port ; and to ask whether the Government will take into early consideration the 
necessity of increasing such accommodation in order that facilities may be provided for repairs and 
examination of such steamers and vessels should same be required.

2. The Hon. W. P earson  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Minister of Defence to the
necessity of some provision being made for the registration of brands as suggested by various
agricultural and pastoral societies, and to ask whether the Government will at an early date bring 
in a Bill dealing with this question.

Government Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay :—

1. Ma r in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
2. L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C om p anies A m end m en t B i l l —Consideration of Report.
3. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B ill— Second reading—Resumption o f debate.
4. I nfant  L ife  P rotection  A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— Consideration of Report.

General Business.
Orders of th e  D ay :—

1. M un ic ipa l  V aluatio ns B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. I n decent  or Obscene  A dvertisem en ts  P ro h ibitio n  B il l— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 18t h  OCTOBER.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

G EO RGE H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 27 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1899 .
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V I C T 0  11 I A.

No. 19.

O'F T IIE

TUESDAY, 1 0 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l . —The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F, T. Sargood moved, by leave,
That he have leave to bring in a Bill relating' to the observance of certain Public and Bank 
Holidays.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  Bill reloUmj to the 

observance of certain Public and Bank Holidaysf and moved, That it be now read a first- time.. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.

5. P a p e r s .—The Honorable Sir II. Cutkbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—
Reports, &c., on the Beet Sugar Industry at Maffra.
Sixth Progress Report of the Royal Commission on State Forests and Timber Reserves.—The 

Stanley and Chiltern Forests : Their Resources, Management, and Control.
Seven a lly  ordered  to lie on th e  Table .

The foil nviug Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—•

Co istitution Statute.—Statement of Expenditure under Schedule D to Act 18 & 19 Viet., 
cap. 55, during the year 1898-9.

Land Act 1890.— Section 85.—Schedule of Swamp Lease containing Special Conditions. 
Water Act 1890—

North Boort Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Rating Regulation.
Coliuna Irrigation and Water Supply Trust—

Alteration of Trust District.
Increase of Trust District.

South Kerang Irrigation and Water Supply Trust—
Constituted.
Scheme and Plan of Works.
Regulations for the Election of Commissioners.

The Boning Shire Council and the Western Wimmera Irrigation and Water Supply 
Trust.—Application of Municipal Funds.

6 .  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r .  P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 

p r o v i d e  f o r  tin resumption by the Crown o f a portion o f the Romsey Public P  ark,” with which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 10th October, 1899.



7. R omsey P ublic  P ark  B il l .— The Honorable Sir IT. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by
the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to provide fo r the resumption by the Crown o f a portion o f  
the Romsey Public Park,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

8. M ar in e  A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l .—The Order of the Day for the second reading of
this -Bill having been read—the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

£< An A ct to further amend the ‘ Marine A ct 1890.’ ”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their con­
currence therein.

9 . D is c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Life Assurance Companies Amendment B ill — Consideration o f Report.

10. L if e  A ssurance  Co m pan ies  A m endm ent  B il l .— The Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert moved, T hat this
Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for reconsideration.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered the Bill and agreed to the same w ith further amendments.- 
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—

“ A n  Act to amend the provisions o f the Companies Acts relating to Life Assurance and for other 
purposesP

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly, with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.
11. M e a t  S u p e r v is io n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the question,

T hat this B ill be now read a second time, having been read—
Debate resumed.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question— T hat the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned until to-morrow, and take precedence of all other business.

12. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow : —

In fan t L ife  Protection Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Municipal Valuations B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 19.

WEDNESDAY, 1 1 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
Questions.

1. The Hon. J .  II. A bbo tt  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the fact
that the Report of the Railways Standing Committee on the Upper Coliban Reservoir was presented 
to the Legislative Assembly on the 1st day of A ugust last ; and to ask when the Government intend 
to proceed with the work.

2. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S argood  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the following statements in the A rgus :—

1. T hat the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a ballot of
mortgage bonds this half-year.

2. T hat the Commissioners have decided th a t there will be no ballot of bonds for five years
from this d a te ;

and to ask what sections of A ct No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend the ballot.

Government Business.
Or d e r  of th e  D a y  (to take precedence'):—

1. M eat  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.

General Business.
Or d e r s  of  t h e  D ay  :—

1. M u n ic ipa l  V a l u a t io n s  B il l — Consideration of Report.
2. In d e c e n t  or Obscene  A d v e r t isem en ts  P r o h ibit io n  B il l — Second reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I nfant  L if e  P r o tec tio n  A ct 1890 A m endm ent B il l— Consideration of Report.

TUESDAY, 17 t h  OCTOBER.
Question.

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T , S a r g o o d  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General—
1. The number of children a t present boarded out with their parents or relations.
2. The date when the old rule was abolished of refusing to board out children with their parents or

relations.
3. The total amount paid during last financial year to parents for children so boarded out.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . R o m s e y  P u b l ic  P a r k  B i l l — Second reading.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l — Second reading.
(120 cop ies.)



W EDNESDAY, 18 t h  OCTOBER.
General Business,

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. W o rk m en’s C o m pe n sa t io n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 20.

O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 1 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. A bsence of the  P resident .— The Clerk having announced that the Honorable the President was
unavoidably absent, the'Honorable F. Brown, on the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, 
was chosen to fill temporarily the office and perform all the duties of the President during his 
absence.

3. The Acting President took the Chair.

4. The Acting President read the Prayer.

o. Military F orce for  S ervice  in  the T ransvaal .— The Honorable W. McCuIIoch moved, by 
leave, That this House desires to express its loyalty and devotion to Her Majesty the Queen and
its sympathy with Her Majesty’s Imperial Grovernment in the difficulties that have arisen in South
Africa, and is of opinion that Victoria should equip and despatch a military force for service with 
the Imperial army in the Transvaal.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Clerk be directed to enter in the Journals of the Council that the foregoing 

resolution was adopted unanimously.

6. M essage from th e  L egislative  A ssembly .— The Acting President announced the receipt of the
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P resident—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to 

provide for the Incorporation and Government o f the Prcihran Mechanics1 I n s t i t u t e and acquaint the 
Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendments made in such Bill 
by the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th October, 1899.

7. M eat S upervision  B il l .—The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the question,
That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Acting President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The Acting President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable P . Reid reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved That the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
" (500 copies.)



8. T rading  C oupons A bolition B il l .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, by leave, 
That he have leave to bring in a Bill to prevent the use of Trading Stamps Coupons and other 
Devices on the Sale or Exchange of Property.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  Bill to prevent the 

use o f Trading Stamps Coupons and other Devices on the Sale or Exchange o f Property,” and moved,
T hat it be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and 
read a second time on Wednesday next.

Q' P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—  Ordered, after debate, Lhat the consideration of the 
following Orders of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next :—

Municipal Valuations B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.

10. D ischarge  of Or d e r  of th e  D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Infant Life Protection Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

11. I nfant  L ife  P ro tectio n  A ct 1890 A m endment B il l .— The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved,
T hat this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the consideration of a proposed new 
clause and the reconsideration of the Schedule.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Acting President left the Chair, 

and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The A cting President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable E. Reid reported that the Committee 

had reconsidered the Bill and agreed to the same with further amendments.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the. Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill 

“ An Act to amend the ‘ In fan t Life Protection Act 1890/ ”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.
12. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,

adjourn until Tuesday next.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty-five minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G EO R G E  II. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 20.

TUESDAY, 17 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
Questions.

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T , S argood  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General—
1. The number of children a t present boarded out with their parents or relations.
2. The date when the old rule was abolished of refusing to board out children w ith their parents or

relations.
3. The to tal amount paid during last financial year to parents for children so boarded out.

2. The Hon. J .  H . A bbo tt  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the fact
that the Report of the Railways Standing Committee on the U pper Coliban Reservoir was presented 
to the Legislative Assembly on the 1st day of A ugust last ; and to ask when the Government intend 
to proceed with the work.

3. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. S arg o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the following statements in the Argus :—

]. T h at the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a ballot of 
mortgage bonds this half-year.

2. T h at the Commissioners have decided th a t there will be no ballot of bonds for five years 
from this d a te ;

and to ask w hat sections of A ct No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend the ballot.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. R omsey  P ublic  P a r k  B il l — Second reading.
2. M ea t  S u p e r v is io n  B il l— T o be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P ub l ic  a n d  B a n k  H o lidays B il l— Second reading.
2. M u n ic ip a l  V a l u a t io n s  B il l — Consideration of Report.
3. I n d e c e n t  or Obsc ene  A d v e r t isem en ts  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 18t h  OCTOBER.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. W o rk m en’s C o m pensatio n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. T r a d in g  C ou p on s A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.
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No. 21.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 17t h  OCTOBER, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A d j o u r n m e n t . T h e  H onorab le  G-. G odfrey  ha v in g  s ta ted  his desire to move, T h a t  the  H o u se  do
now  adjourn , s ix  M em bers  rose in th e i r  places and  requ ired  the  m otion to  be proposed.

T h e  H onorable  G. G odfrey  th en  said th a t  he proposed to  speak  on th e  sub jec t  of th e  lega l i ty  of the  
action of th e  G o v e rn m e n t  in suspending  th e  provisions o f  A c t  N o .  1481 re la ting  to the  ba llo t  of 
bonds, and moved, T h a t  the  H ouse  do now ad journ .

D ebate  ensued.
Question— p u t and negatived.

P a p e r s . T h e  following P a p e rs ,  p u rsu an t  to th e  d irections of severa l  A c ts  of P a r l iam en t ,  w ere  laid 
upon th e  T ab le  b y  the C l e r k :—

E duca tion  A c t  1890 and  T each ers  A c t  1893.— A lte ra t io n  of R egu la t ions .
W a te r  A c t  1890.— G uiibow er W e s t  I r r ig a t io n  and  W a te r  S u p p ly  T ru s t .— R egu la t io n  No. 1.
B a n k  L iabili ties  and A sse ts .— S u m m a ry  of Sw orn  R e tu rn s  for th e  q u a r te r  ended  3 0 th  J u n e ,  

1899.

6. Rom s e t  P u b l i c  P a r k  B i l l .— T h e  O rder  of the  D a y  for the  second read ing  of th is  B il l  bavino- 
been read the  H onorable  S ir  H . C u th b e r t  moved, T h a t  th is  B il l  be now  read a second time.

Question p u t  and reso lved  in  th e  affirmative.— B ill read  a second time.
I h e  H onorab le  Sir H . Cuthbc-rt moved, T h a t  this  Bill be now  com m itted  to a Com m ittee  o f  th e  w hole.
Q uestion— p u t  and  resolved in  th e  affirmative.
A nd, on the  fu r th e r  motion of th e  H on orab le  Sir I I .  C u th ber t ,  the  P re s id e n t  lef t th e  Chair ,  and  

the  Council resolved i t se l f  into Comm ittee .
I  lie P re s id en t  resumed th e  C h a ir ;  and  the  H onorab le  C. J .  H a m  h av ing  repor ted  th a t  th e  C om ­

mittee had  gone th ro ug h  the  Bill  and  agreed to the  same w ith o u t  am endm ent,  th e  Council ordered 
the  R epor t  to  be tak en  in to  considera tion  th is  day.

On the  motion of the  H onorab le  S ir  H .  C u th b e r t  the  Council adopted  the  R ep o r t  from the  Com m ittee  
of the whole on this  Bill.

A nd . on the  fu r th e r  motion of the  H onorab le  S ir  II .  C uthbert ,  the Bill was read  a th ird  time and  passed.
T h e  Honorable Sir H. C u th b e r t  moved, T h a t  the  following be the  title  of the B il l  :—

“ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the resumption by the Crown o f  a portion o f  the Hornsey P ublic Park.”
Q uestion— p ut and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t  a  M essage  be t ransm it ted  to th e  L egis la tive  A ssem bly  acqua in ting  them  th a t  th e  

L egis la tive  Council have  agreed  to th e  Bill  w ith ou t  amendment.

t .  M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l .— T h e  O rder  of the D a y  for th e  fu r th e r  consideration  of th is  Bill in Com- 
m iitee  o f  th e  w hole  hav ing  been re a d — the P re s id e n t  left th e  Chair, and the  Council resolved i tse lf  
into Committee.

T h e  P res id en t  resumed th e  Chair  ; and th e  H onorable  R. R e id  reported th a t  the  C om m ittee  had 
made progress  in the  Bill, and th a t  he was d irected  to move, T h a t  the  C om m ittee m ay  have  leave to 
sit again.

R eso lved— T h a t  the  Council will ,  to-morrow, again  resolve itself in to  th e  said Committee.

8. P o s t p o n e m e n t  of  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t  the  consideration o f  the following O rders  
of th e  D ay  be postponed un ti l  to-morrow : —

P ublic and. D ank H olidays B il l— Second reading.
M unicipal Valuations B i l l— Consideration o f  Report.
Indecent or Obscene A dvertisem ents Prohibition B i l l— Second reading.

A n d  t  ien the Council , a t  fifty-five m inutes  pas t  nine o’clock, ad journed un ti l  to-morrow.
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No. 21.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 17t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable G. Godfrey having stated his desire to move, That the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed, 

ih e  Honorable G. Godfrey then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the legality of the 
action of the Government in suspending the provisions of Act No. 1481 relating to the ballot of 
bonds, and moved, That the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

5. P a p e r s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk:—

Education Act 1890 and Teachers Act 1893.—Alteration of Regulations.
Water Act 18S0.—Gun bower West Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Regulation No. 1. 
Bank Liabilities and Assets.—Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 30th June, 

1899.

6. R omsey  P u b l i c  P a r k  B i l l .—Tlie Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
ih e  Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir IT. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
Ihe President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable C. J . Ham having reported that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir IT. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Tonorable Sir 11. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the resumption by the Grown o f  a portion o f  the Rom sey Public P a rk .”
Quesi ion—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

7. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Com-
miitee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself 
into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable R. Reid reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
8. P o s t p o n e m e n t  of  O r d e r s  of  t h e  D a y .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders

of the Day be postponed until to-morrow : —
P ublic and  B a n k  H olidays B il l— Second reading.
M unicipal Valuations B i l l— Consideration o f  Report.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisem ents Prohibition B il l— Second reading.

And t ien the Council, at fifty-five minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 21.

W EDNESDAY, 1 8 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y : —

1. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n sa tio n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g — Resumption of debate.
2 .  T r a d in g  C ou p on s A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
3. P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l — S e c o n d  re a d in g .
4. M u n ic ip a l  V a lu a t io n s  B i l l — C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  R e p o r t .
5. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b sce n e  A d v e r t is e m e n t s  P r o h ib i t io n  B i l l — S e c o n d  re a d in g .

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M e a t  S u p e r v is io n  B i l l — T o  be  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e re d  in  C o m m it te e .

G E O R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.
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No. 22.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 18t h  OCTOBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4- P a p e r s .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor— 
Charitable Institutions.—Report of Inspector for the year ended 30th June, 1899.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an Act of Parliament, was laid upon the Table 

by the Clerk :—
Public Service Acts.— Regulations.

5. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the
question, That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 21. Noes, 4.
The Hon. T. C. Harwood 

N. Levi.

Tellers.
Sir H. J .  Wrixon 
A. Wynne.

The Hon. J .  C. Campbell 
T. Comrie 
Sir H. Cuthbert 
J . M. Davies 
T. Dowling
G. Godfrey 
F. S. Grimwade
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham 
W. McCulloch
D. Melville
E. Miller 
W. Pearson 
J .  M. P ra tt 
R. Reid 
A. O. Sachse 
Sir A. Snowden 
J .  A. Wallace
S. Williamson.

Tellers.
W. Knox
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That the debate be adjourned until Wednesday, 1st November next.

(500 copies.)



6 . P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable G-. Godfrey, by leave, presented a Petition from P . M. Scott, Manager of
the Co-operative Coupon Company, Limited, praying that the Council would reject the Trading 
Coupons Abolition Bill, or appoint a Select Committee to inquire into and report upon the said 
Bill, and in any case would grant the said company such relief as may appear just to the Council 
should the Bill become law.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

7. T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill
having been read—the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, T hat this Bill be now read 
a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, T hat this Bill be committed.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, That the Bill be committed to a Select 

Committee.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood moved, by leave, T hat the Select Committee consist of 

the Honorables T. Comrie, J .  M. Davies, G. Godfrey, D. Ham, T . C. Harwood, W. Knox, 
W. McCulloch, D. Melville, A. O. Sachse, and the Mover ; such Committee to have power to send 
for persons, papers, and records ; three to be the quorum.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

8 . P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read— the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, T hat this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee 

of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable R. Reid reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

9. D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Municipal Valuations B ill— Consideration o f Report.

10. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be recommitted
to a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clauses 2, B, and C.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable R. Reid reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee. •

11. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders of
the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t:—

Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.
Meat Supervision B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

1 2 . A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at ten minutes past ten o* clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 22.

TUESDAY, 24 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
Question.

1. The Hon. R. R e i d  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General whether any and what steps have 
been taken by the Government w ith a view to effect being given to the recommendations of the late 
Commission on Legal Procedure—

1. Those for effecting reforms of administration that need only the action of the Law
Departm ent and the Judicial Bench ; or

2. W hether the attention of their Honours the Judges has been called to the reforms which the
late Commission suggested should be accomplished by new Rules of Procedure as provided 
for by the Judicature A c t ; or

3. W hether preliminary or any steps have been taken by the Government to give effect to such
of the Commission’s recommendations as require fresh legislation.

Government Busmess.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1 . P u b l ic  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

W EDNESDAY, 1s t  NOVEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f debate.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

M EETIN G  OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 24th October.

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l —at half-past three o’clock.
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OP T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 24t h  OCTOBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P e t i t i o n s . The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented a Petition from certain retail traders of
Melbourne, praying that the Council would pass the Public and Bank Holidays Bill.

Petition read, ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee of the whole on the Public
and Bank Holidays Bill.

Similar Petitions were presented as under :—
By the Honorable A. Wynne—

From certain retail traders of Ballarat.
By the Honorable N. Thornley—

From certain retail drapers of Warrnambool.
By the Honorable Sir A. Snowden—

From certain retail traders of Melbourne.
By the Honorable F. S. Grimwade—

From certain retail traders of Melbourne.
By the Honorable R. Reid—

From certain retail drapers of Melbourne.
By the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood—

From certain retail drapers of Geelong.
Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee of the whole on the Public and 

Bank Holidays Bill.

5. T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — P o w e r  to  h e a r  C o u n s e l .—The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir
F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill 
have power to hear counsel (to such extent as they shall think fit) on behalf of persons interested 
in the Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

6. P a p e r s .— The Honorable W. McCulloch presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—

Report on Direct Trade with Manchester, by the Hon. J . W. Taverner, M.P., Minister of 
Agriculture.

Central Depot.—Report on a proposed Central Depot for the reception of Australian Products, 
to be erected in London.—To the Colonies represented at the Agricultural Conferences 
held in Melbourne and Hobart in 1899.—By the Hon. J . W. Taverner, the Chairman of 
the Conference.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
Agricultural Education.—Accounts of the Trustees of Agricultural Colleges and the Council 

of Agricultural Education from 1st January, 1899, to 30th June, 1899.
Explosives Act 1890—

Keeping of Explosives.—Additional Regulation.—Manufacture or keeping, &c., of Fire­
works.

Definition and Classification of Explosives Amended.—Rendite.



7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
provide fo r the government discipline and maintenance o f a Victorian Contingent for service with Her 
Majesty's Regular Forces in South Africa,” with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 24th October, 1899.

8. V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat the Bill
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to provide fo r the government discipline 
and maintenance o f a Victorian Contingent fo r service with Her Majesty's Regular Forces in South 
A fr ic a f  be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

9. P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill
in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable J .  Bell reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

1 0 . M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l .— T h e  Order of the Day for the further consideration o f  this Bill in Com­
mittee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself 
into Committee.

The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable J .  Bell reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

1 1 . V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of
this Bill having been read—the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable J .  Bell having reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the Report 
to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
“ A n Act to provide fo r the government discipline and maintenance of a Victorian Contingent for 

service with Her Majesty’s Regidar Forces in South Africa
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

12. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y . — Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n ex t:—

Municipal Valuations B ill— To be Jurther considered in Committee.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.

13. A d j o u r n m e n t . J?he Honorable W. McCulloch moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at forty minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 23.

TUESDAY, 3 1 s t  OCTOBER, 1899.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. R. R e i d  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General w hether any and w hat steps have
been taken by the Government w ith a view to effect being given to the recommendations of the late 
Commission on Legal Procedure—

1. Those for effecting reforms of administration th a t need only the action of the Law
D epartm ent and the Judicial Bench ; or

2. W hether the attention of their Honours the Judges has been called to the reforms which the
late Commission suggested should be accomplished by new Rules of Procedure as provided 
for by the Judicature A c t ; or

3. W hether preliminary or any steps have been taken by the Government to give effect to such
of the Commission’s recommendations as require fresh legislation.

2. The Hon. J .  S t e r n b e r g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to the
lengthened period the rifle butts at Bendigo have been closed ; and to ask when they will be 
again opened and available for the use of the F ifth  Battalion.

3. The Hon. S. A u s t i n  : T o ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if, under the Income T ax  A ct,
where a person is engaged in business pursuits here and has to leave the colony on business only for 
more than  six months, it  is the intention th a t he should be classed as an absentee and deprived of 
the £200 exemption allowed to other residents under this Act.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — T o b e  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  C o m m i t te e .

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y : —

1. P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l — To be further considered in-Committee.
2. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

W EDNESDAY, 1s t  NOVEMBER.
G e n e r a l  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g — R e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e b a t e .

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S ,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
T u e s d a y , 31s< O c t o b e r .

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l it io n  B i l l — a t  h a lf -p a s t  tw o  o ’c lo c k .
(160 copies.)



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 19 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 23.
Public and Bank Holidays Bill.—New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. Agar Wynne, 

of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 39, 40, and 41.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 42.
W eekly Report of Divisions. No. 5.
W ater Bill.—New Clauses to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Irvine and Mr. McColl. 

only.)
Pensions and Gratuities.—R eturn to an Order of the House. C.—No. 7.
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(To Members



No. 24.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 31 s t  OCTOBER, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4 . P e t i t i o n s .— The following Petitions, praying that the Council would pass the Trading Coupons
Abolition Bill, were presented as under :—

B y the Honorable C. J. Ilam—
From the President and Members of Council of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce. 

By the Honorable Sir A. Snowden— •
From certain shopkeepers and citizens of the Metropolitan District..
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.

By the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert—-
From certain business people of Maryborough, - • . -

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons 
Abolition Bill.

- The following Petitions, praying that the Council would pass the Public and Bank Holidays Bill, 
were presented as under :—

By the Honorable C. J. Ham—
From the President, Vice-Presidents, and Members of Committee of the Victorian Soft- 

goods Association.
By the Honorable J. M. Davies—

From W. II. Jarrett and E. A. Baldwin, styling themselves Chairman and Acting Secretary 
respectively of the Marine Underwriters’ Association of Victoria, Limited.

From James Davies, styling himself Secretary of the Commercial Travellers’ Association 
of Victoria.

From W. II. Jarrett and Alex. H. Young, styling themselves Chairman and Secretary 
respectively of the Fire Underwriters’ Association of Victoria.

By the Honorable Sir A. Snowden—
From the President and Members of the Council of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce. 

By the Honorable D. Melville—
From certain retail traders of Melbourne.

By the Honorable Dr. W. H. Embling—
From certain retail traders of Melbourne.

By the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood—
From the President and Secretary of the Victorian Hardware Association.

By the Honorable R. Reid— . .
From the President and Committee of the Melbourne Warehousemen’s Association.

The Honorable T. C. Harwood presented a Petition from certain purveyors, retail traders, and others 
of the Town of Geelong, praying that the Council would withhold its consent from the Public and 
Bank Holidays Bill.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee of the whole on the Public and
Bank Holidays Bill. ' .................

...........   (200 copies.) ; ; ■ 1 !



5. P a p e r s .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—-
Report on the Butter Trade, by the Hon. J. W. Taverner, M.P., Minister of Agriculture. 
Report of Proceedings taken under the provisions of the Land Acts and the Wattles Act 1890, 

during the year ending 31st December, 1898.
Thirty-fifth Report of the Board for the Protection of the Aborigines.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

Savings Banks.— Statements and Returns for the year ended 30th June, 1899.
Water Act 1890—

Macorna North Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.— Graduated Rate.— Regulation No. 7 . 
Kerang East Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.— Direction to Board of Land and 

Works to construct a Subway for No. 2 a  Channel.
Twelve-M ile Irrigation and Water Supply Trust—

Regulation for the Sale of Water.
Rating Regulation for 1899.

Exhibition Trustees.— Report of Proceedings and Statement of Income and Expenditure for 
the year ended 30th June, 1899.

Land Act 1890.— Section 85.— Schedule of Swamp Lease containing Special Conditions.
6 .  P o l i c e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable Sir H.

Cuthbert moved, by leave, That he have leave to bring in a B ill to further amend Part IV, 
of the Police Offences Act 1890 and for other purposes.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert then brought up a B ill intituled “ A  B ill to further amend Part IV ,  

o f  the ‘ Police Offences A ct 1890 ’ and fo r  other p u r p o s e s and moved, That it be now read a first 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

7 .  M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l .— T h e  Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in
Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the B ill and agreed to the same with amendments.

Ordered— That the B ill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration to-morrow.

8. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Public and Bank Holidays B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Municipal Valuations B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at twenty-eight minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEORGE H. JEN K IN S,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council,



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 24.

W EDNESDAY, 1 s t  NOVEMBER, 1899.
General Business.

Or de rs  of  t he  D ay :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2 .  P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Consideration of Report.

TUESDAY, 7t h  NOVEMBER.
Questions.

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the statement made in a report circulated by the Public Works Department—

1. That the drainage of the Moe Swamp had. cost to date £54,182 ;
2. That the disposal of this swamp will realize £63,000 ;

and to ask if this amount of £54,182 includes interest on the sums expended ; if not, what will the 
total cost to date amount to, adding 4 per cent, interest with yearly rests.

2 .  The Hon. J. S t e r n b e r g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Minister of Defence to the
lengthened period the rifle butts at Bendigo have been closed ; and to ask when they w ill be 
again opened and available for the use of the Fifth Battalion.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P o l i c e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Wednesday, lsZ November.

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — a t half-past two o’clock.
S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s — at three o’clock.

PARLIAM ENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 26 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 24.
.Meat Supervision Bill— [28]. (T o Members of Council only.)
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only.)
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No. 25.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 s t  NOVEMBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P etitio ns.— The following Petitions, praying that the Council would pass the Public and Bank Holi­
days Bill, were presented as under :—

By the Honorable C. J .  Ham—
From certain bank managers.

By the Honorable J .  M. Davies—
From the Members of the Council of the Law Institute of Victoria.

By the Honorable Sir A. Snowden—
From the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee of the whole on the Public and 
Bank Holidays Bill.

The following Petitions, praying that the Council would pass the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill, 
were presented as under :—

By the Honorable C. J .  Ham—
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons 
Abolition Bill.

5. M essage from H is  E xcellency  the  G overnor.— The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the P resident:—

BRASSEY,
G o v e r n o r .  M e s s a g e  N o .  6 .

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ A n  A c t  to  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  [ m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  V i c t o r i a n  C o n t i n g e n t  f o r  

s e r v i c e  w i t h  H e r  M a j e s t y ’s  R e g u l a r  F o r c e s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .” 
ie A n  A c t  to  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  P r a h r c m  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e . ”  

ie A n  A c t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  b y  t h e  C r o w n  o f  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  R o m s e y  P u b l i c  P a r k . ”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 27th October, 1899.

6. A djournm ent .— The Honorable A . O. Sachse having stated his desire to move, That the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable A. O. Sachse then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the offer of the 
Union Steam-ship Company to place the M o n o w a i  at the disposal of Members of Parliament on the 
occasion of the departure of the Victorian Military Contingent for South Africa, and moved, That 
the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.



7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the follow­
ing Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 
to relieve certain Corporations o f a part o f their indebtedness for moneys borrowed from the State for 
Water Supply,” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.

8. W a t e r  S u p p l y  A d v a n c e s  R e l i e f  B i l l .— T h e  Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, T h a t  the Bill
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled 6: An Act to relieve certain Corporations o f a part 
o f  their indebtedness for moneys borrowed from the State fo r Water Supply f  be now read a first time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 14tli November instant.

9 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt o f  the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 
amend the ‘ Water Act 1890/ ” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.

1 0 . W a t e r  A ct  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T h e  Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill trans­
mitted by the foregoing Message, intituled l< An Act to amend the ‘ Water Act 1890/ ” be now read 
a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 14th November instant.

11. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
further amend the 1 Marine A ct 1 8 9 0 /^  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, 
have disagreed with one of the said amendments, and have agreed to another of the said amend­
ments with an amendment, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.
Ordered— T hat the foregoing Message be taken into consideration on Tuesday, 14th November 

instant.

12. P u b l ic  a n d  B a n k  H o l id a y s  B i l l ,— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this
Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.

Lhe Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee 
of the whole be taken into consideration this day.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the Council adopted the Report from 

the Committee of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, the Bill was read a third 

time and passed.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, That the following be the title of the Bill

“ A n  Act relating to the observance o f certain Public and Bank Holidays.”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

13. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  

to amende the i Pilots Advance Repayment Act 1898/ ” with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.

14. P i l o t s ’ A d v a n c e  R e p a y m e n t  A c t  1898 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert
moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to amend the 
‘ Pilots’ Advance Repayment Act 1898/ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday, 14th November instant.



15. M e s s a g e . f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
yMessage from the Legislative Assem bly;—

■ M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
further amend the * Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898/ ” with which they desire 
the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.

16. R a il w a y  a n d  P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  A p p l ic a t io n  A ct 1898 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . The
Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled
“ A n  Act to further amend the ‘ Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898/ ” be now read 
a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 14th November instant.

17. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the President :—

BRA SSEY ,
Governor. Message No. 7.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned A ct of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz :—

“ An Act to further amend the ‘ Loccd Government Act 1890/
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 16th October, 1899.

18. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t io n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the
question, That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
The Honorable C. J . Ham moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.

. Question^—That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until Wednesday, lo th  November instant.

19. M u n i c ip a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in
Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 
reconsidered clauses 2, B, and C, and agreed to the same with further amendments.

Ordered—T hat the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday, 14th 
November instant.

20. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
relating to the Surplus Revenue o f the Financial Year ended on the thirtieth day o f  June One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-ninef with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

F. C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.

21. S u r p l u s  R e v e n u e  B i l l .—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by the
foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act relating to the Surplus Revenue o f the Financial Year ended on 
the thirtieth day o f June One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine f  be now read a first time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and 
read a second time on Tuesday, 14th November instant.

22. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n A ct 
to authorize the raising o f Money for certain purposes by increasing the amount o f Victorian 
Government Three per cent. Stock f  with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1899.



23. Go vernm ent  T h ree  pe r  c en t . S tock B ill .—The Honorable Sir H. Cutkbert moved, T hat the
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  A c t  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  M o n e y  

f o r  c e r t a i n  p u r p o s e s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  V i c t o r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  T h r e e  p e r  c e n t .  S t o c k f  be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday, 14th November instant.

24. P ostponem ent  of Or der  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday, 15th November in s ta n t:—

I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g .

25. D ischarge of Or d e r  of th e  D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cutkbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  R e p o r t .

26. M eat  S upervisio n  B il l .—The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be recommitted to
a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, A , 7, 16, 30, 32, and 43. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further] motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, A, 7, 16, 30, 32, and 43, and agreed to the same with further 
amendments.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole 
be taken into consideration this day.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—

66 A n  A c t  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S l a u g h t e r i n g  o f  A n i m a l s  a n d  t h e  S a l e  o f  M e a t  a n d  f o r  

o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

27. A djo urn m ent .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday, 14th November instant.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fifty-five minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 14th November 
instant.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 25.

TUESDAY, 14 t h  NOVEMBER, 1899.
Questions.

1* The Hon. F. S. Gr rim  w a d e  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if  he will be good, enough 
to inform this House—

1. I f  it is a fact that the directors of the Union Steam-ship Company placed a t the disposal.
of the G-overnment the steamer Monowai for the purpose of enabling Members of 
Parliam ent to accompany the h£edic down the Bay on the occasion of the departure of 
the Victorian Contingent for South A frica; if so,

2. To which member of the Government was the courteous offer of the Union Steam-ship
Company addressed; and

3. W hy was the offer of the directors not communicated to Members of the Legislative
Council.

2. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S argood : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the statement made in a report circulated by the Public W orks D epartm ent—

1. T hat the drainage of the Moe Swamp had cost to date £54,182 ;
2. That the disposal of this swamp will realize £63,000 ;

and to ask if this amount of £54,182 includes interest on the sums expended ; if not, w hat will the 
total cost to date amount to, adding 4 per cent, interest w ith yearly rests.

3. The Hon. J .  S t e r n b e r g :  T o call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to the
lengthened period the rifle butts at Bendigo have been closed ; and to ask when they will be 
again opened and avail able-for the use of the F ifth  Battalion.

G o v e r n m e n t  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. W a ter  S u p p l y  A d v a n c e s  R e l ie f  B il l — S econd reading.
2. W a t e r  A c t  1890 A m en d m en t B i l l — Second reading.
3. M arin e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l—M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly—

To be taken into consideration.
4. P i l o t s ’ A d v a n c e  R ep a y m e n t A c t  1898 A m en d m en t B i l l — Second reading.
5. R ailw ay  a n d  P u blic  W orks L oan A ppl ic a t io n  A ct 1898 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l —

Second reading.-
6. P olice Of fe n c e s  A ct 1890 ( P ar t  IV .) fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— S econd reading.
7. S u r plu s  R e v e n u e  B il l— S econd reading.
8. G overnm ent  T h r e e  p e r  c e n t . S tock B il l — S econd reading.

G e n e r a l  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M u n ic ipa l  V alu a tio n s  B il l — Consideration of report.

WEDNESDAY, 15 t h  NOVEMBER.
G e n e r a l  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D ay  :— ,
1. W ork m en’s C o m pensatio n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b scen e  A d v e r t is e m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B i l l — Second reading.



M EETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 14<7t November.

T r a d in g  C oupons A bolitio n  B il l — at e lev en  o’clock.

S t a n d in g  Or d e r s— at a quarter to three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 1 s t  NOVEMBER, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 25.
W ater Bill— [3]. (To Members of Council only.)
W ater Supply Advances R elief Bill— [21]. (To Members of Council only.)
Surplus Revenue Bill— [79]. (To Members of Council only.)
Railway and Public Works Loan Application B ill—[80]. (To Members of Council only.)
Pilots’ Advance Repayment Bill— [81], (To Members of Council only.)
Victorian Government Three per cent. Stock B ill— [93]. (To Members of Council only.)
Marine Bill.—Amendments made by the Legislative Council— How dealt w ith by the Legislative 

Assembly. (To Members of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 46.
Report on the B utter Trade by the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, M .P., Minister of Agriculture. No. 65.
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No. 26.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 14t h  NOVEMBER, 1899 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4 . C o r r e c t io n  i n  M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B e l . The President announced that he had received the 
following Report from the Clerk :—

Parliament House,
M r . P r e s i d e n t -  Melbourne, 1 4 th  November, 1 8 9 9 .

I  have the honour to report that, in pursuance of Standing Order No. 299, I  have made the 
CT , t ;nt,ltU f  “ An Act fm ' tlle pr°i'er sVervmon o f the Slaughtering o fAmmcds and the Sale o f Meal and for other purposes”:  ‘

In clause 31 page 10, line 9, before the word “ in ” the words “ with the words ”  have been 
omitted.

I  have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. H. JE N K IN S ,
The Honorable . Clerk ot the Legislative Council.

The President of the Legislative Council,
& c., & c., & c.

5. A d jou rn m en t.— The Honorable F. S. Grimwade having stated his desire to move, That the House 
d o  now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

Ih e  Honorable F. S. Grimwade then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the reply of the 
Honorable the Solicitor-General to a question respecting the invitation of the Union Steam-ship 
company9 and moved^ That the House do now adjourn.

• Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

6. P apers.— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor
Report on the Fresh, Canned, and Dried Fruit and Tinned Meat Trades, by the Hon. 

J .  W. Taverner, M.P., Minister of Agriculture.
Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon 

the Table by the Clerk 1
Municipalities’ Loans Extension Act 1898.—Alteration of Regulations.
The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890, Part IX., Section 356.— Statement of Temporary 

Appointments in the Department of the Library.
The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890, Part IX .—Statement showing the Names, 

Remuneration, Duties, &c., of all Persons temporarily employed in the Department of the 
Legislative Assembly under the authority of Part IX . of The Constitution Act Amendment
Act 1890 during the period from 16th November, 1898, to 14th November, 1899.

7. P ilots’ A dvance  R epayment A ct 1898 A mendment B il l .—The Order of the Day for the
second reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved. That this
Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.



The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbcrt moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, 011 the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, 011 the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ An Act to amend the 1Pilots’ Advance Repayment Act 1898.’”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

8. R a i l w a y  a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  A c t  1898 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order
of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable Sir FI. Cuthbert 
moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Flonorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, 011 the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the Report 
to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the ay hole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill Avas read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir IF. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
“ A n Act to further amend the ‘Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898.’ ”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

9 .  S u r p l u s  R e v e n u e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been
read— the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read,a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

Avhole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Flonorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without ainendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Flonorable Sir FI. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Flonorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the folloAving be the t it le  of the Bill :—
“ An Act relating to the Surplus Revenue o f the Financial Year ended on the thirtieth day o f June 

One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine.”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

1 0 .  G o v e r n m e n t  T h r e e  p e r  c e n t . S t o c k  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of
this Bill having been read— the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved,- T hat this Bill be uoav  read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Flonorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

Avhole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same Avithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir If. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the ay hole o n  this Bill.

And, 011 the further motion of the Honorable Sir II . Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.
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The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
“ An Act to authorize the raising o f Money for certain purposes by increasing the amount'of 

Victorian Government Three per cent. Stock.”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

11. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders of
the Day be postponed until Tuesday n ex t:—

'Water Supply Advances Relief B ill— Second reading.
Water Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Message from the Legislative Assembly— To be taken 

into consideration:
Police Offences Act 1890 (Part IV .) further Amendment B ill— Second reading.

12. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the Report on this
Bill having been read—on the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council, after debate, 
adopted the Report from the Committee of the whole.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

u An Act to amend the Local Government Acts with regard to Valuations and for other 
purposes.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them that 

the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their concurrence 
therein.

13. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty-nine minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 26.

TUESDAY, 2 1 s t  NOVEMBER, 1899.
Questions.

1, The Hon. P . P h i l l i p s  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the dis­
satisfaction which exists throughout the M allee districts in connexion with sub-section (e) of 
section 134 of the L a n d  A c t 1898, which debars the lessee of a mallee allotment from transferring 
or m ortgaging such allotment during the first six years’ currency of his lease ; and to ask if it is the 
intention of the Governm ent to introduce an amending Bill this Session to provide for the amend­
ment of this section.

2. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to his promise on
5th Ju ly  last, that he would recommend to the Cabinet th a t dhe necessary action should be taken 
to enable Mr. James- Buchanan, who had been for 23 years a Member of this House, to retain the 
title of “ Honorable ” in accordance w ith the Queen’s regulation, as gazetted on 10th April, 1897; 
and to ask if  such necessary action has been taken.

'3. The Hon. Dr. W. H. E m b l i n g  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence—
1. Is it true that the Government have decided to appoint M ajor-General Downes to the

command of the Forces vice M ajor-General Sir Charles Holled Smith.
2. Seeing th a t the rank of M ajor-General is only an honorary rank conferred upon Major-

General Downes in recognition of his long service, is not Colonel Bingham his senior by 
the rules of the service.

3. Will the M inister state the reasons why the Government passed over a Colonel in active
service in favour of an officer on the retired list.

4. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the fact—

1. T hat when the M elbourne and Collingwood Railway Bill was under the consideration of the
Legislative Council the words “ and such line shall be constructed on the system usually 
called the butty-gang system ” were struck out of clause 5 of the Bill ;

2. T hat the omission of these words was concurred in by the Legislative Assembly ;
3. T hat the words were omitted because Parliam ent was of opinion that such a special railway

work could not advantageously be carried out by day labour, but should be let to 
responsible contractors ;

and to ask whether it is a fact, that the work is being carried out by day labour.

5. The Hon. D. M e l v i l l e  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the fact that
on the 25th of October last the R ight Honorable the Prem ier communicated to another place an 
important Message from H er M ajesty the Queen, thanking the people of Victoria for sending troops 
to co-operate with the Im perial Forces in South Africa ; and to ask why the Message in question 
was not also communicated to this House in accordance with the usual practice.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W a t e r  S u p p l y  A d v a n c e s  R e l i e f  B i l l — Second reading.
2. W a t e r  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
3. M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y —

To be taken into consideration.
4. P o l i c e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S eco n d  r e a d in g — Resumption o f debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

(160 copies.)



TUESDAY, 28 t h  NOVEMBER.
Question,

1. The Hon. J . S t e r n b e r g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Minister of Defence to the 
lengthened period the rifle butts at Bendigo have been closed ; and to ask when they will be 
again opened and available for the use of the Fifth Battalion.

G EO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 21st November.

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l —at half-past eleven o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 2 n d  NOVEMBER, 1899.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 26.
Local Government Bill No. 2 —[54]. (To Members of Council only.)
Marine B ill.—Amendments made by the Legislative Council and how dealt with by the Legislative 

Assembly. (To Members of Council only.)
Police Offences Bill.—Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood and the 

Hon. J .  M. Davies. (To Members of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 45, 46, and 47.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 48.
M eat Supervision B ill— [28]. (To Members only.)
Public and Bank Holidays Bill— [84]. (To Members only.)
Congregational College Bill— [97].
Poisons Bill.—New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Craven. (To Members only.)
Factories and Shops Bill—

New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Maloney. (To Members only.)
New Clauses and Amendments to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Gray and Mr. Gurr. (To 

Members only.)
Report of Proceedings taken under Provisions of Land Acts and Wattles A c t 1890 during Year ending 

31st December, 1898. No. 9.
Savings Banks.— Statements and Returns for Year ended 30th June, 1899. No. 57.
Thirty-fifth Report of Board for Protection of Aborigines. No. 59.
Accounts of Trustees of Agricultural Colleges and Council of A gricultural Education from 1st January, 

1899, to 30th June, 1899. No. 60.
Exhibition Trustees.— Report of Proceeding and Statement of Income and Expenditure for Year ended 

30tli June, 1899. No. 62.
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, : " No. 27. . ;

MINUTES OF THE VliOCEEDINGS
OK T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 21 s t  NOVEMBER, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .—The following Message from Ilis Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the P residen t:—

B RA SSEY ,
Governor. Message No. 8.

The Governor transmits to the Legislative Council a copy of a despatch received from the 
Right - Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, relative to the Joint Address from the 
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of this Colony, praying that Her Majesty would be 
pleased to cause to be introduced into the Imperial Parliament a measure for the establishment of 
an Australian Commonwealth.

Government House,
Melbourne, 15th November, 1899.

Colonial Office, Downing-street, 
Victoria.—No. 61. 27th September, 1899.

M y  L o r d ,

I  have duly received and have had much pleasure in laying before the Queen the Jo in t 
Address from the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Victoria, praying that Her 
Majesty would cause to be introduced into Parliament a measure for passing into law the Federal 
Constitution of an Australian Commonwealth, and I  have the honour to inform you that Her 
Majesty was pleased to receive the Address very graciously.

Upon the receipt of similar Addresses from the Legislatures of the other Colonies proposing 
to join in Federal Union, the matter will receive the immediate attention of Her M ajesty’s 
Government.

I  have the honour to be, My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant,

(Sd.) J .  CH A M BERLA IN .
Governor

The Right Honorable Lord Brassey, K.C.B.,
&c., &c., &c.

5. C r i m e s  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That he have
leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Crimes Acts.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  B ill to amend the Crimes Acts ” 

and moved, T hat it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative. — Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday next.
6. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  A c t  1896 C o n t i n u a t i o n  B i l l .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, by

leave, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to continue the Vegetation Diseases Act 1896.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable W. McCulloch do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable W. McCulloch then brought up a Bill intituled t: A B ill to continue the Aegetation

Diseases Act 1896,’ ” and moved, That it be now read a first time.
Question put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read

a second time on Tuesday next.



7. P e t it io n s .— The following Petitions, praying that the Council would pass the Trading Coupons
Abolition Bill, were presented as under :—

By the Honorable C. J .  H am —
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.
From certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria.

By the Honorable S. Williamson—
From certain traders of Beaufort and elsewhere.
From certain traders of Stawell and elsewhere.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons 
Abolition Bill.

8. A d jo u r n m e n t .— The Honorable D. Melville having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable D. Melville then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the Queen's Regu­
lation respecting the retaining of the title of “ H onorable” by ex-Members of the Legislative 
Council, and moved, T hat the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable Lient.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, as an amendment, T hat the words “ until a 

quarter to eight o’clock this day ” be added to the motion.
Question— T hat the words proposed to be added be so added— put and resolved in the affirmative. 
Question— T hat the House do now adjourn until a quarter to eight o’clock this day— put and resolved 

in the affirmative.

9. T h e  P r e sid e n t  resum kd  t h e  Ch a ir  at  a q u a r ter  to e ig h t  o’clock .

10. P e t it io n s .— The following Petitions, praying that the Council would pass the Trading Coupons
Abolition Bill, were presented by the Honorable J .  Y. McDonald :—

From certain traders of B allarat.
From certain traders of Ballarat.
From  certain traders of Ballarat.
From  certain traders of B allarat.
From certain traders of Ballarat.
From certain traders of Ballarat.
From certain traders of Ballarat.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons 
Abolition Bill.

11. A d jo u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Dr. W. TI. Enabling having stated his desire to move, That the House
do now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable Dr. VV. H . Enabling then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the position 
of Colonel Bingham in the Defence Force, and moved, T hat the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

12. W a t e r  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this
Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—T hat the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

13. P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders of
the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Water Supply Advances R elief B ill— Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill—Message from  the Legislative Assembly— To be taken 

into consideration..
Police Offences Act 1890 (Part IV .) further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Workmen’s Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at three minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices• o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 27.

WEDNESDAY, 22n d  NOVEMBER, 1899.
Question.

1. The Hon. D. Me lv ill e  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the fact that 
on the 2oth of October last the R ight Honorable the Prem ier communicated to another place an 
important Message from Her M ajesty the Queen, thanking the people of Victoria for sending troops 
to co-operate with the Imperial Forces in South A frica ; and to ask why the Message in question 
was not also communicated to this House in accordance w ith the usual practice.

General Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay :—

1. W orkm en’s C o m pensatio n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  or Obscene  A d v e r t isem en ts  P r o h ib it io n  B il l— Second reading.

Government Business.
O rders of t h e  D ay :—

1. W a t e r  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. W a t e r  S u p p l y  A d v a n c e s  R e l ie f  B il l— Second reading.
3. M ar in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— M essag e  from  t h e  L e g islative  A ssem bly—

To be taken into consideration.
4. P olice Offe n c e s  A ct 1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 2 8 t h  NOVEMBER.
Questions.

1. The Hon. J . S t er n b er g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Minister of Defence to the
lengthened period the rifle butts at Bendigo have been closed ; and to ask when they will be 
again opened and available for the use of the F ifth  Battalion.

2. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of the  D ay  :—

1. Crim es A cts A m endment B il l— Second reading.
2. V eg e t a t io n  D ise a se s  A ct 1896 Co nt in u a t io n  B il l— Second reading.



MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 22nd November.

T r a d in g  C o u p o n s  A b o l it io n  B i l l — a t  h a lf -p a s t  e le v e n  o ’c lo ck .
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Amendments to be proposed in Committee by Mr. G-ray, Mr. Deakin, Mr. Cook, Mr. W att, and Mr.
A. Harris. (To Members only.)

Amendment to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Peacock. (To Members only.)
Amendment to be proposed by Mr. Peacock. (To Members only.)
New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Moule. (To Members only.)

Report from Parliam entary Standing Committee on Railways on Question of Increasing Lim it of 
Expenditure for Colac and Beech Forest Railway, &c. Report No. 4.



V I C T 0  n  I A.

No, 28,

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 22n d  NOVEMBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M ilitary  F orce for  S ervice  in  the  T ransvaal .— The Honorable Sir H. Cutkbert informed the
Council that His Excellency the Governor had received the following cablegram from the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on 25th October la s t:—

Her Majesty the Queen desires to thank the people of \  ictoria for their striking mani­
festation of loyalty and patriotism in their voluntary offer to send troops to co-operate with Her
Majesty’s Imperial Forces in maintaining her position and the rights of British subjects in South
iim ca.

“ She wishes the troops God-speed and a safe return.”

5. Petitio n .—The Honorable ^ . Y. McDonald presented a Petition from certain traders of Ballarat,
praying that the Council ivould pass the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition 
Bill.

6. Water A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this
Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole 
for the reconsideration of clauses 5, 6, 7, 10, and 19.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 5, 6, 7, 10, and 19, and agreed to the same with further amendments.
Ordered—That the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

7. P o stp o n em en t o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday, 6th December n e x t: —

Workmen’s Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption oj debate.

8 .  P o stp o n em en t o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday next :—-

Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading.

9. P ostponement of Orders of the  D ay .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next :—

Water Supply Advances Relief B ill—Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Message from the Legislative Assembly— To be taken 

into consideration.
Police Offences Act 1890 (Part IV .) further Amendment B ill— Second reading.

{500 copies.)



10. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, b y  leave, That the Council, at its rising, 
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fifty-eight minutes past eight o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 28.

TUESDAY, 28t h  NOVEMBER, 1899.
(Questions.

1. The Hon. J .  S t e r n b e r g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to the
lengthened period the rifle butts at Bendigo have been closed ; and to ask when they will be 
again opened and available for th e  use of the F ifth  Battalion.

2. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask i f  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government A cts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliam ent.

3. The Hon. G. G o d fr e y  : To call the attention of the House to the continued anomalies in the
administration of the Income T ax  A ct ; and to ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General whether it 
is the intention of the Government to bring in the promised B ill this Session to deal w ith such 
anomalies.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of  t h e  D ay  :—

1. W a t e r  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. W a t e r  S u p p l y  A d v a n c e s  R e l ie f  B il l — Second reading.
3. M a r in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m end m ent  B il l — M essa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A sse m b l y—

To be taken into consideration.
4. P olice O f f e n c e s  A ct 1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
5. Crim es A cts A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
6. V e g e t a t io n  D is e a s e s  A ct 1896 C o n t in u a t io n  B il l — Second reading.

W EDNESDAY, 29 t h  NOVEMBER.
General Business.

Or d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. I n d e c e n t  or Ob sc ene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — Second reading.

W EDNESDAY, 6 t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r  of t h e  Day  :—
1. W o rk m en’s C o m pe n sa t io n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 28 th November.

T r a d in g  C o u p o n s  A b o l it io n  B i l l — a t  h a l f - p a s t  e le v e n  o ’c lo c k .
S t a n d in g  O r d e r s — a t  th r e e  o’c lo c k .
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Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 52.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 29.

OF T I I E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 28 t h  NOVEMBER, 1899.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P etitio ns .— The Honorable Sir A. Snowden presented a Petition from certain representatives of the
wholesale and retail trade of Victoria, praying that the Council would pass the Trading Coupons 
Abolition Bill. ®

The Honoiable Sir A. Snowden presented a Petition from certain persons residing in the colony 
praying that the Council would reject the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trad in o- Coupons- 
Abolition Bill. °

5. M essage from H is E xcellency the  G overnor.—The following Message from His Excellency 
~ ' the Governor was presented by the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the

Honorable the President :—
, BRASSEY,

Governor. ' " Message No. 9.
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 

Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to- 
■ him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ A n Act to amend the ‘Pilots’ Advance Repayment Act 1898.” ’
“ An Act to further amend the ‘Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898.’ ”
“ A n  Act relating to the Surplus Revenue of the Financial Year ended on the thirtieth day o f  

June One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine.”
“ A n Act to authorize the raising" o f Money for certain purposes by increasing the amount o f 

—  ^  Victorian Government Three per cent. Stock.”
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 27th November, 1899.

6. P apers.— T he Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor :—
' Education.—Report of the Minister of Public Instruction for the year 1898-9.

Report on Phylloxera, by the Hon. J . W. Taverner, M.P., Minister of Agriculture.
Greater Britain Exhibition at London, 1899.—-Progress Report of the Commissioners for 

Victoria, to the Right- Hon. the Premier.
Severally ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon 

the Table by the Clerk :—
The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890.—Part IX .—Statement showing the Names, 

Remuneration, Duties, &c., of all Persons temporarily employed in the Departments of 
" ■ ' : ' the Legislative Council and the Parliament Gardens.

Victorian Railways.—Report of the Victorian Railways Commissioner for the quarter ending 
, „ 30th September, 1899.

“‘J* ; ' '  Defence's and Discipline Act 1890—
V ic to r ian  N a v a l  an d  M i l i ta ry  F o rc e s .— A lte ra t ion  of F in a n c ia l  and  S to re  Regulations^—  

P a r t  V I I .
:j“] ■  Victorian Military Forces.—Alteration of Regulations.—Part II.

Victorian Naval Forces.—Alteration of Regulations.—Part II .
V ', Sumhiary of Statements for year 1898 made by Companies transacting Life Assurance Business 

” in1 Victoria.



7. D isch arg e  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

JVater Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.

8. W a t e r  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .— The Honorable Sir II . Cuthbert m oved, T hat this Bill be
recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clauses 6, 20, 36, 58, 79, 126,
140, and 171.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 6, 20, 36, 58, 79, 126, 140, and 171, and agreed to the same with further 
amendments.

Ordered— T hat the Bill as amended be printed, and taken into consideration this day.

9. M essag e  from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t  —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act

to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and ninety-one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-eight pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine 
and One thousand nine hundred,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 28th November, 1899.

10. C o n so l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B ill  (No. 4).— The Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert moved, That the Bill
transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  A ct to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue 
the sum o f Three hundred and ninety-one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight pounds to the 
service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred / ’ be now 
read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

11. D isch arg e  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Water Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f Report.

12. W a t e r  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l . —The Honorable Sir II . Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be
recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clauses 80, 130, and A.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable T . C. Harwood moved, as an amendment, T hat the figures “ 149” be inserted after 

the figures “ 130."’
Debate continued.
Question— T hat the figures proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put and negatived.
Question— T hat this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of 

clauses 80, 130, and A — put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee 

had reconsidered clauses 80, 130, and A, and agreed to the same with further amendments.
T he Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the 

whole be taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Un the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the B ill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n Act to amend the ‘ Water A ct 1890.’ ”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them that 

the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their concurrence 
therein.

13. C o n so lid a ted  R eve n u e  B ill  (No. 4).— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill 
having been read— the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second 
time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir IT. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the Report 
to be taken into consideration this day.



On the motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And) on the fuither motion of the Honorable Sir II. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
“An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and ninety-one 

thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred.”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered 1 hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

14. Water  S upply  A dvances R elief  B il l .—The Order of the Day for the second reading of this
Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council, after 
debate, ordered the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

11 An Act to relieve certain Corporations o f a part o f their indebtedness fo r  moneys borrowed from the 
State for Water Supply P

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

15. P o stp o n em en t o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders of
the Day be postponed until to-morrow : —

Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Message from the Legislative Assembly— To be taken 
into consideration.

Police Offences Act 1890 (Part IV .) further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Crimes Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Continuation B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at thirteen minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
ClerJc o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 29.

WEDNESDAY, , 29 t h  NOVEMBER, 189 9 .
Question.

1. The Hon.^ S. F r a s e r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the non­
publication of the Victorian Year-Book, and to urge upon the Government the advisability of giving 
instructions for the immediate issue of this valuable work.

General Business.
Or d e r  o f  t h e  D ay  :—

1. I nd ec en t  or Obscene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — S econd reading.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—  •

1. M ar in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l — M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly__
To be taken into consideration.

2. P olice Offe n c e s  A ct 1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
3. Crimes A cts A m endm ent  B il l — S econd reading.
4. V eg eta tio n  D ise a se s  A ct 1896 Co n t in u a t io n  B il l — S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 5t h  DECEMBER.
Question.

1. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the 
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

WEDNESDAY, 6 t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. W o rk m en’s C o m pensatio n  B il l — Second reading—Resumption o f debate.



MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 29th November.

T r a d in g  C oupons A bo litio n  B il l — at half-past tw o o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 23r d  NOVEMBER, 1899 .

Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 27 and 28.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 29.
W ater Bill— [3]. (To Members of Council only.)
Vegetation Diseases B ill—[8].
Crimes B ill— [90].
W ater Bill.— Amendment to be proposed by the Hon. Sir A. Snowden on Recommittal. (To Members of 

Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 52, 53, and 54.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 54.
W eekly Report of Divisions. No. 8.
Teachers Bill— [33].
Factories and Shops B ill— [35]. (To Members only.)
Income T ax  Bill.— Amendments to be proposed by Sir G-eorge Turner in Committee of Ways and Means, 

(To Members only.)
Factories and Shops Bill—

Amendments to be proposed on the T hird Reading. (To Members only.)
Amendments to be proposed by Mr. Peacock. (To Members only.)

Local Government Bill No. 3.— Amendments of the Legislative Council. (To Members only.)



No. 30.

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 29 t h  NOVEMBER, 1899 .

1 . The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.—-The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 

to place certain Restrictions on Immigration” with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C, MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 29th November, 1899.

5. I mmigration R estriction B ill.—The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That the B ill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to place certain Restrictions on Immigration,” be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

6. P aper s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

Netting in the Murray River and its Tributaries.
Fisheries Act 1890.— Notice of Intention regarding Fishing in the Bar won River.
Customs and Excise Duties Act 1890—

Minor Articles—
Shoe Counters (paper).
Stee l  Hubs.

7. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B ill . — The Order of the Day for the second
reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be 
now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable N. Levi moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until Wednesday next.

8. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Q ues tio n— p u t  and resolved in th e  affirmative.

And then the Council, at three minutes past five o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.
GEORGE H. JE N K IN S ,

Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 30.

TUESDAY, 5t h  DECEMBER, 189 9 .

Q u e s t i o n s .

1. The Hon. G. G odfrey  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence—
1. W hether his attention has been called to the recommendations of the late Military Commandant

that the battalions of metropolitan militia should be increased to their original strength of 
eight companies.

2. How long he proposes to allow the battalions to remain skeleton battalions of four companies
each.

3. Does the Government intend at any time to return the battalions to their old strength ; and, if
so, when.

4. Has it been brought under his notice that many suitable men have recently volunteered for
service in the infantry militia and cannot be recruited, as the present battalions are full,

o. Does he propose to make any provision by which every man who desires to train himself to 
serve his country vLen required shall have reasonable opportunity of doing so.

2 . The Hon. W . K no x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

Government Business.
Orders  of th e  D ay :—

1. I m m igration R est r ic t io n  B il l— Second reading.
2. M ar in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— M essage  from t h e  L eg islative  A ssembly—

To be taken into consideration.
3. P olice Of fe n c e s  A ct 1890 (P ar t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A mendment  B il l— Second reading.
4. Crim es A cts A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
5. V e g eta tio n  D ise a se s  A ct 1896 Co n t in u a t io n  B il l— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 6 t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1 . W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption oj debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.



MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, oth December.

T r a d in g  C oupons  A b o litio n  B il l — a t h a lf-p as t tw o  o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 29 t h  NOVEMBER, 1899 .

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 30.
Immigration Restriction Bill— [27]. (To Members of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 55.
W ater Supply Loans Application Bill— [98].
W ater Bill.—Amendments of the Legislative Council. (To Members only.)
Greater Britain Exhibition at London, 1899.—Progress Report of Commissioners for Victoria to the Right 

Hon. the Premier. No. 66.
Report from Select Committee upon Transfer of J . R. Jackson to Lands Department, together with 

Proceedings of Committee, &c. D .—No. 1.
Railway Loan Application Bill.—Detailed Statement of Proposed Expenditure. (To Members only.)
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No. 31.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OK T UB

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 5t h  DECEMBER, 1899.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. H o r w itz’s V ic to r ia n  S ta tu tes .— The President said :—I  desire to inform honorable Members that I
have received from Mr. Louis Horwitz a very valuable gift, a complete copy of Horwitz’s 
Victorian Statutes which has been placed in the Chamber for the use of honorable Members ; and I 
take this opportunity of thanking the donor for the valuable present he has made to the Council.

o. M essage from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .—The President announced the  receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r. P r e sid e n t—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to

apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and seventy-six thousand six hundred 
and fifty-nine pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One 
thousand nine hundred,” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 5th December, 1899.

6. Co n so lid a ted  R e v e n u e  B il l  (N o. 5).— The Honorable J . Balfour moved, That the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  
Three hundred and seventy-six thousand six hundred and fifty-nine pounds to the service o f the year One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine h u n d r e d be now read a first time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . Balfour moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of the 
whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable J . Balfour moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

u An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and seventy-six 
thousand six hundred and fifty-nine pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.
7. A d jo u r n m en t .—The Honorable J . Balfour moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising, adjourn

until Tuesday, 9th January next.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at tw e n ty  minutes past five o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 9th January next.
GEORGE I-I. JEN K IN S,

C lerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 31.

TU ESD A Y , 9t h  JAN U A R Y , 1900 .

Questions.
1. The Hon. G. G o d f r e y  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence—

1. W hether his attention has been called to the recommendations of the late M ilitary Commandant
that the battalions of metropolitan militia should be increased to their original strength of 
eight companies.

2. How long he proposes to allow the battalions to remain skeleton battalions of four companies
each.

3. Does the Government intend at any time to return the battalions to their old strength ; and, if
so, when.

4. Has it been brought under his notice that many suitable men have recently volunteered for
service in the infantry militia and cannot be recruited, as the present battalions are full.

5. Does he propose to make any provision by which every man who desires to train himself to
serve his country when required shall have reasonable opportunity of doing so.

2. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I m m ig r a t io n  R e s t r i c t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.
2. M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y —

To be taken into consideration.
3. P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
4. C r im e s  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
5. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  A c t  1896 C o n t i n u a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption of debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.
G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,

Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAM ENTARY PA PERS ISSU ED SINCE 3 0 t h  NOVEMBER. 1899.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 31.

otes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. o5, 56, and 57.
otices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. o7.
"eekly Report of Divisions. No. 9. -r.  ̂ c A . t v t ^o
Bp0rt on Phylloxera, by the Hon. J .  W. Taverner, M .P., Minister of Agriculture. No. 68.
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No. 32.

MINUTES OF THE .PROCEEDINGS
OF TIIE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 9 t h  JANUARY, 1900 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
8. The President read the Prayer.

4. I s s u e  o f  a n d  R e t u r n  to W r i t s .— The President announced that since the adjournment of the
Council he had issued Writs for the election of Members to serve for the Melbourne Province and 
for the Southern Province respectively, in the place of the Honorable J . M. Davies and the Hon­
orable D. Melville, who had severally accepted offices of profit under the Crown ; that there had 
been returned to him such Writs, and by the indorsements thereon it appeared that the Honorable 
John Mark Davies and the Honorable Donald Melville had been elected in pursuance thereof.

5. S w e a r i n g - in  o f  M e m b e r s .—The Honorables J . M. Davies and D. Melville being severally introduced,
took and subscribed the oath required by law, and severally delivered to the Clerk the Declaration 
required by the thirty-seventh section of the Act No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, J o h n  M a r k  D a v i e s , 
do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, that such lands or tene­
ments are situated in the municipal district of Lilydale, and are known as Crown allotments fifty- 
six, fifty-seven, and fifty-eight, parish of Wan din Yallock, county of Evelyn, containing six 
hundred and twenty-five acres and twenty perches or thereabouts.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Lilydale are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Two hundred and ten pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JNO. M. D A V IES.”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , D o n a l d  
M e l v i l l e , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and thirty-seven pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal x>r other rate or assessment ; and 
further, that such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Brunswick, Pyalong, 
and Mclvor, and are known as—

“ My residence, situated in Albion-street, West Brunswick, with twenty-eight and one-half 
acres land ; two hundred and six acres land within the shire of Pyalong ; and one hundred and 
forty, acres land within the shire of Mclvor.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Brunswick are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Ninety-two pounds, and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of Pyalong are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Thirty pounds, and 
that within the municipal district of Mclvor at Fifteen pounds.

u And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said"lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ D. M ELV ILLE.”



6 .  L i b r a r y  C o m m i t t e e . — The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Honorable D. Melville
be a Member of the Join t Committee to manage the Library.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

7 .  A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J .  H. Abbott having stated his desire to move, That the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable J .  H. Abbott then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the Second 
Victorian Military Contingent, and moved, That the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

8 .  T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . — The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood moved, by leave,
That the Honorables J .  M. Davies and D. Melville be Members of the Select Committee on the 
Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

9 .  P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable R. Reid presented a Petition from certain ship-owners resident in Victoria
and agents and representatives in Victoria of ship-owners resident elsewhere, but trading to 
Victoria as carriers of passengers and merchandise, praying that the Council would not pass the 
Immigration Restriction Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Committee on the Immigration Restriction Bill.

10. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The following Message from His Excellency the
Governor was presented by the Honorable J .  M. Davies, and the same was read by the Honorable 
the P resid en t: —

BRA S SET,
Governor. Message No. 10.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned A ct of the present Session, presented to him 
by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ An Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and seventy-six thousand 
six hundred and fifty-nine pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred' and. 
ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred f

Government Offices,
Melbourne, lo th  December, 1899.

11. P a p e r s .—The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—
Royal Commission on Technical Education.— Second Progress Report on Technical Education.

— -Manual and Practical Instruction in Primary Schools.
Report of the Council of Judges under Section 33 of the Supreme Court Act 1890.
Seventh Progress Report of the Royal Commission on State Forests and Timber Reserves : 

The Forests of the County of Delatite ; being the King River, Winteriga, Dneran, 
Too-rour, Toombullup, and Minor Reserves : Their Resources, Management, and
Control.

Eighth Progress Report of the Royal Commission on State Forests and Timber Reserves : 
Grazing Lands in the Parishes of W urrin, Wangarabell, Koola, and Derndang : Genoa 
River Forest, East Gippsland.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

Public Service Act 1890.—Regulations.
Rules under Division V II. of the Companies Act 1896.
W ater Act 1890.—Wan del la Irrigation and W ater Supply Trust.—Rating Regulation. 
Defences and Discipline Act 1890.—Victorian Naval and Military Forces.—Alteration of 

Financial and Store Regulations.—P art I.
Land A cts.—Alteration of Regulations under the Land Acts.

1 2 .  C o m p a n i e s  ( R u l e s  a n d  O r d e r s )  B i l l .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, by leave, That he
have leave to bring in a Bill relating to certain general rules and orders made under the Companies 
Act 1896.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable J .  M. Davies do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  B ill relating to certain general 

rules and orders made tender the ‘ Companies A ct 1896,’ ” and moved, T hat it be now read a first 
time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and 
read a second time to-morrow.

13. I m m i g r a t i o n  R e s t r i c t i o n  B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill
having been read—the Honorable J . M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second
time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable It. Reid moved, as an amendment, That the word “ now v  be omitted, and that the

words “ this day six months ” be added after the word “ time.”
Debate continued.



The Honorable J ,  Balfour moved, 1 hat the debate be now adjourned.
Question Ih a t the debate bo now adjourned—;put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday next. -

14. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o e  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y . —Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of th e  D a y  be p ostponed  u n ti l  T u e s d a y  ne x t  •

Manne Act 1890 f  urther Amendment B ill— Message from the Legislative Assembly—-To be taken 
; into consideration.

Police Offences Act 1S90 {P art I V .) further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Crimes Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.

15. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  A c t  lb9o C o n t i n u a t i o n  B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the second
leading' of this Bill having been read—the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be 

t ... now read a second time.
Question put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :— 
a A n  Act to continue the ‘ Vegetation Diseases Act 1896.’ ”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That, the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

16. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the
question, That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
The Honorable G-. Simmie moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 23rd January instant.

17. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the
resumption of the debate on the question, T hat this Bill be now read a second time, having been
read—

The Honorable N. Levi moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Debate ensued.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 23rd January instant.

18. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—•

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 
to provide fo r  the governmen t discipline and maintenance o f a Seco7id Victorian Contingent for service 
with H er Majesty's Regular Forces in South Africa f  with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 9th January, 1900.

19. V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 2).—The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the Bill
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled u An Act to provide for the government discipline 
and maintenance o f a Second Victorian Contingent for service with Tier Majesty's Regular Forces in 
South Africa,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Q u e s t io n — p u t  an d  reso lved  in  th e  affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had crone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be takep into consideration this day. .



On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

li An Act to provide for the government discipline and maintenance oj a Second Victorian Con­
tingent for service with Her Majesty's Regular Forces in South Africa .”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

And then the Council, at thirty minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the . Day.

No. 32.

WEDNESDAY, 10t h  JANUARY, 1900.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  C o m p a n i e s  ( R u l e s  a n d  O r d e r s )  B i l l — Second reading.

TUESDAY, 16t h  JANUARY.
Questions.

1. The Hon. Dr. W. H. E m b l i n g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
number of cases of wife-heating brought before the police courts; and to ask if the Government 
will amend the law to give m agistrates the power to order a flogging instead of a fine when they 
think it desirable.

2. The Hon. W. K nox : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1 8 9 1 ,  and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  M a r i n e  A c t  1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y —

To be taken into consideration.
2. P o l i c e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1 8 9 0  ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
3. C r i m e s  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
4. I m m i g r a t i o n  R e s t r i c t i o n  B i l l — Resumption o f dehate on the question—T hat this Bill be now read

a second time— and on the following amendment— That the word “ now ” be omitted, and that the
words “ this day six months ” be added after the word “ time.”

TUESDAY, 23r d  JANUARY.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  W o r k m e n ’ s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.



MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 10th January.

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l it io n  B i l l — a t th r e e  o ’c lo c k .

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 5t h  DECEMBER, 1899.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 29, 30, and 31.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 32.
Companies B ill—[100].
Rules under Division V II. of the Companies Act 1896. (To Members of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. No. 58.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 58.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill— [85],
Railway and Public Works Loan Application Bill— [108].
Factories and Shops Bill.—New Clause to be proposed by Mr. G-ray on Third Reading. (To Members 

only.)
Water Supply Loans Application Bill.—Amendments to be moved in Committee by Mr. Outtrim. (To 

Members only.)
Report of the M inister of Public Instruction for the Year 1898-9. No. 21.
Second Progress Report on Technical Education. No. 51.



107

No. 33.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OK THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 0 t h  JANUARY, 1900.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. T r a d in g  C o u po n s  A b o l it io n  B il l .—The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood brought up the
Report from the Select Committee on this Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and, together with the Proceedings of the Committee and Minutes of 
Evidence, to be printed.

o. T r a d in g  C o u p o n s  A b o l it io n  B i l l .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, 
That the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole on 
Wednesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

6. C o m p a n ie s  ( R u l e s  a n d  O r d e r s ) B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the second reading of this
Bill having been read—the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable N. Levi moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and negatived.
Question—That this Bill be now read a second time—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read 

a second time.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council, after debate, adopted the Report from the 
Committee of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ An Act relating to certain general rules and orders made under the 1 Companies Act 1896.’ 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their con­

currence therein.
7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the following

Message from the Legislative Assembly :—
Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 
further amend the Factories and Shops Acts, ” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Council.

F. C. MASON,
L eg is la t iv e  Assembly, Speakei.

Melbourne, 10th January, 1900.



8 . F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved,
That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to further amend the 
Factories and Shops Acts,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday next.

9. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at forty-one minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 33.

TUESDAY, 16t h  JANUARY, 1900.
Questions.

1. The Hon. Dr. W. H. E m b l in g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
number of cases of wife-beating brought before the police courts; and to ask if the Government 
will amend the law to give magistrates the power to order a flogging instead of a fine when they 
think it desirable.

2. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to some of the
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and 
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the necessity 
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power daring the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

3. The Hon. Sir H. J .  W r ix o n  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if, in the event of the
Workmen's Compensation Bill not becoming law this Session, the Government during the recess will 
give consideration to the subject w ith the view of making the Bill a Government measure.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  fu r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
2. M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y —

To be taken into consideration.
3. P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  IV .) f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
4. C r im e s  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
5. I m m ig r a t io n  R e s t r i c t i o n  B i l l — Resumption o f debate on the question—T hat this Bill be now read

a second time— and on the following amendment— That the word ‘‘ now ” be omitted, and that the 
words “ this day six months ” be added after the word “ time.”

WEDNESDAY, 17t h  JANUARY.
General Business.

O rd er  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. T r a d in g  C oupons A bo litio n  B il l — To be considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 23r d  JANUARY.
General Business.

O rders  of th e  Day :—
1. W orkm en’s C o m pensation  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. In d e c e n t  or Obscene  A dvertisem en ts P r o h ibitio n  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 16th January.

R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — a t  t h r e e  o ’c l o c k .

Wednesday, \ l tl i  January.
S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s — a t  h a l f - p a s t  t w o  o ’c l o c k .

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 10t h  JANUARY, 1900.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 33.
Factories and Shops B ill—[35]. (To Members of Council only.)
Immigration Restriction Bill.—Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood. 

(To Members of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 59.
Regulations under various Acts of Parliament. Extracted  from Government Gazette of 5th January, 1900. 

No. 1. (To Members only.)
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No. 34.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
TUESDAY, 1 6 t h  JANUARY, 1 9 0 0 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
8. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a pe r s . The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented, by command of His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor—

Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1898.—Part V II.—Production. 
Ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

Water Act 1890—
Bairnsdale Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Regulation No. 13.
Wandella Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Increase of Trust District and Alteration 

of Boundaries.
Public Service Act 1890.—Regulations.

5. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t  —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 

to sanction the issue and application o f certain sums o f money for Water Supply in Country Districts f  
with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.
6. W ater S upply  L oans A pplication  B ill .— The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the Bill trans­

mitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to sanction the issue and application of certain 
sums o f money for Water Supply in Country D is tr ic ts be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

7. Message from the  L egislative A ssembly.—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 

indemnify the Councillors o f various Municipalities for Borrowing Moneys by Ouerdrajts on Bankers 
for the purposes o f their Municipalities contrary to the provisions o f the 6 Local Government Act 1890/ ” 
with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MA SON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.

8. M unicipal Overdrafts I ndem nity  B ill .—The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That the Bill
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to indemnify the Councillors o f various 
Municipalities for Borrowing Moneys by Overdrafts on Bankers for the purposes o f their Municipalities 
contrary to the provisions of the ‘ Local Government Act 1890,’ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time to-morrow.

9. M essage from the L egislative A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 

authorize the Expenditure o f certain sums of Money available under L,oan Acts for Railways,” with 
which thev desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

J F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.



10. R ailw ay  L oan A pplicatio n  B ill .—The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, That the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to authorize the Expenditure of. certain sums o f Money 
available under Loan Acts fo r  Railways,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill rend a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

11. M essag e  from the  L egislative  A ssem bly .— The Pre-i lent announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 

to further amend the ‘ Mining Development Act 1896/ ” Avith Avhich they desire the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.
12. M in in g  D evelo pm ent  A ct 1896 fu r t h e r  A mendm ent  B il l .— The Honorable J . M. Davies

moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to further amend 
the ‘ Mining Development Act 1896/ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and 
read a second time to-morrow.

13. M essage  from th e  L e g islative  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 

to further amend the ‘ Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898/ ” with Avhich they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.
14. R a ila v a y  an d  P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  A p p lic a t io n  A c t  1898 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent B i l l  ( N o . 2)*

— The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled 
“ A n A ct to further amend the ‘ Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898/ ” be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and r e s o l v e d  in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to b e  printed, and read 
a  second time t o - m o r r o A v .

15. M essage  from the  L eg islative  A ssembly .— T he President announced the receipt of the folloAving
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to 

amend the Loccd Government Acts with reya* d to Vuluationsf and acquaint the Legislative Council 
that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to one of the amendments made in such Bill by the 
Legislative Council, and have disagreed with the other amendments.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.
Ordered—That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

16. M essage from t h e  L egislative  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P resid en t—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n Act 

to amend the Law relating to Hawkers and P edlersf and acquaint the Legislative Council that the 
Legislative Assembly have disagreed Avith the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative 
Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, ‘ Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.
Ordered—That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

17. F actories and S hops A cts fu r th e r  A m endm ent B il l .—The Order of the Day for the second
reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable J . M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be 
now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable N. Levi moved, as an amendment, T hat all the AArords after the word “ That ” be 

omitted, Avith a vieAv to insert in place thereof the following Avords :— “ in vieAv of the early federa­
tion of the Australasian Colonies, and with the object of securing uniform legislation on the subject 
of ‘ An Act to consolidate the Law relating to the supervision and regulation of Factories and 
Work-rooms and the limitation of the Hours of Trading in Shops/ it is the opinion of this House 
that Act No. 1091 and all Acts amending the same shall remain in full force and effect until 
30th of June, 1901, and this House declares that it is the immediate duty of the Government to 
appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into the Avorking of the existing factory legislation.”

Debate continued.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Question 1  hat the debate be d o a v  adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday next.
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18. M a r i n e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B iL L .-T h e Order of the Day for the consideration of 
the amendments made in this Bill by the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the Legislative 
A s s e m b l y ,  or agreed to with an amendment, having been read—the said amendments were read, and 
are as follow :— ’

How dealt with by the Legis­
lative Assembly.

Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

1. Clause 7, lines 32—4, omit “ employed in coasting only or
actually trading between any port of Victoria 
and of any of the colonies of New South 
Wales, N ew 1 Zealand, Queensland, South 
Australia, Tasmania, or Western Australia ” }■ 
and insert “ carrying cargo loaded in any port 
of the colonies of Australia, Tasmania, or 
Netv Zealand and intended to be landed in 
Victoria.”

2. „ lines 43-4, omit “ the property of such owner
or.”

Agreed to with the following 
amendment:—Omit the last 
word “ Victoria ” and insert 
“ any of such colonies.”

Disagreed with.

The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the Council agree with the amendment of the Legislative 
Assembly in amendment 1. °

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, as an amendment, That the words “ of such 
colonies ’ be omitted from such amendment, with a view to insert in place thereof the following 
words :— “ port in Victoria, or loaded in any port in Victoria and intended to be landed in any port 
in the colonies of Australia, Tasmania, or New Zealand.”

■Question—That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the amendment—put and negatived.
Question— I hat the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words omitted be so inserted— put 

and resolved in the affirmative.
Amendment 2, after debate, insisted on.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council insist on their amendment with which the Legislative Assembly have 
disagreed, and have agreed to the amendment made by the Legislative Assembly on an amendment 
of the Legislative Council with a further amendment, and desiring the concurrence of the Legis­
lative Assembly therein.

19. M. Davies the followingD i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—On the motion of the Honorable J  
Orders of the Day were read and discharged :—

Police Offences Act 1890 (Part IV .) further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Crimes Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.

Ordered—T hat the said Bills be withdrawn.

:20. I m m i g r a t i o n  R e s t r i c t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the 
question, That this Bill be now read a second time, and on the amendment—That the word “ now ”
be omitted and that the words “ this day six months ” be added after the wrord “ time,” having
been read—

Question—That the word “ now ” proposed to be omitted stand part of the question—put and 
negatived.

Question— That the words “ this day six months ” be added after the word “ time ”—put.
The Council divided.

Noes, 8.
The Hon. J .  Balfour

S. W. Cooke 
J . M. Davies 

. D. Melville 
E. Morey
Lieut,-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood.

Tellers.
G. Godfrey 
W. Knox.

Ayes, 16,
The Hon. F. Brown 

T. Dowling
F. S. Grimwade
D. Ham 
T. C. Harwood 
J . Hoddinott 
N. Levi
J .  Y. McDonald
E. Miller 
J .  M. P ra tt 
A. 0 . Sachse
G. Simmie 
J .  A. Wallace 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.
J .  C. Campbell 
Sir A. Snowden.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. .
Question—That this Bill be read a second time this day six months—put and resolved in the

affirmative.
A nd then the Council, at ten o'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEO RGE H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 34.

WEDNESDAY, 1 7 t h  JANUARY, 1900.
Questions.

1. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to som e of th e
amendments in and additions to the Local Government A ct made since its enactment in 1891, and
to some of the Supreme Court decisions in interpretation thereof, which appear to show the n ec ess i ty  
existing for a review of the present law, with a view of securing uniformity in the application of the 
A c t ; and to ask if  the Government will, by appointing a Royal Commission or by A ct of Parliament, 
enlarge the number of the Select Committee now sitting in another place by adding thereto a 
proportionate number of honorable Members of the Legislative Council, and give to such Jo in t 
Committee power during the recess to inquire into the working of the Local Government Acts and 
into any other amendments proposed, and to report to Parliament.

2. The Hon. Sir H. J .  W rixon  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if, in the event of the
W orkmen's Compensation Bill not becoming law this Session, the Government during the recess will 
give consideration to the subject w ith the view of making the Bill a Government measure.

General Business.
Order  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. T rad ing  Coupons A bo litio n  B il l— T o be considered in Com m ittee.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W a t e r  S u ppl y  L oans A pplicatio n  B il l — S econd reading.
2. M u n ic ip a l  O v e r d r a ft s  I ndem nity  B il l— S econd reading.
3. R a ilw ay  L oan A ppl ic a t io n  B il l — Second reading.
4. M in in g  D evelo pm ent  A ct 1896 fu r t h e r  A mendment B il l— S econd reading.
o. R ailw ay  and  P ublic  W orks L oan A pplic a tio n  A ct 1898 f u r t h e r  A mendment B ill  (N o. 2) 

— Second reading.
6, M u n ic ipa l  V a l u a t io n s  B il l— M essage  from  th e  L eg isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken into

consideration.
7. H a w k e r s  a n d  P e d l e r s  L a w  A m end m en t B i l l —M e ssa g e  fro m  t h e  L e g i s la t iv e  A s s e m b l y —

To be taken into consideration.

TUESDAY, 23bd JANUARY.
Question,

1. The Hon. W. M c C u l l o c h  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the 
action which has been taken by the Governments of some of the Australian colonies in regard to 
the infliction of punishment on any public servant found guilty of uttering expressions of disloyalty 
to the Crown ; and to ask if the Government of this colony will issue a notice to the effect that 
the penalty of’ summary dismissal will be incurred by any Victorian public servant found guilty of 
a similar offence.



Government Business.
Or d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. F ac t o r ie s  and  S h o ps  A cts f u r t h e r  A m end m ent  B il l — Resumption o f  debate on the question— 
T h at this Bill be now read a second time— and on the following amendment:— T h at all the words after 
the word “ T h a t” be omitted w ith a view to insert in place thereof the following words :— “ in view 
of the early federation of the A ustralasian Colonies, and w ith the object of securing uniform legislation 
on the subject of ‘A n A ct to consolidate the Law relating to the supervision and regulation of 
Factories and Work-rooms and the limitation of the Hours of Trading in S hops/ it is the opinion of 
this House th a t A ct No. 1091 and all A cts amending the same shall remain in full force and 
effect until the 30th of June, 1901, and this House declares th a t it is the immediate duty of the 
Government to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into the working of the existing factory 
legislation.’-’ - - - - ■ -

General Business.
O r d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s C o m pe n sa t io n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  or O bscene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.
G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, \ l th  January.

S t a n d in g  O r d e r s— at half-past two o’clock.

PARLIAM ENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 11 t h  JANUARY, 1900 . ;

M inutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 33.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the D ay. No. 34.
M ining Development Bill— [57]. (T o Members of Council only.)
Municipal Overdrafts (Indem nity) B ill— [85]. (T o  Members of Council only.)

* R ailw ay Loan Application B ill— [96]. (To Members of Council only.)
W ater Supply Loans Application B ill— [98]. (To Members of Council only.)
Railway and Public Works Loan Application B ill— [108]. (To M embers of Council only.)
W ater Bill.— Amendments made by the Legislative Council— How dealt w ith by the Legislative Assembly.

(TO Members of Council only.)
H aw kers and Pedlers Bill.— Amendments made by the Legislative Council disagreed with by the 

Legislative Assembly. (To Members of Council only.)
Factories and Shops B ill—

Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood. (To Members of Council 
only.)

Further Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood. (To Members of 
Council only.)

Local Government B ill (No. 2).— Amendments made by the Legislative Council disagreed with by the 
Legislative Assembly. (To Members of Council only.)

T rading  Coupons Abolition Bill.— Amendment to be proposed by the Hon. L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood.
(To Members of Council only.)

Report of Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the Trading Coupons Abolition B i l l ; together 
w ith Proceedings of Committee, &c. D 1.

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 59, 60, and 61. (
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 61.
W eekly Report of Divisions. No. 10.
V egetation Diseases B ill— [8]. (To Members only.)
Companies B ill— [100]. (T o Members only.)
Licensing Bill— [104],
Land B ill— [105].
Land B ill—

N ew  Clause to be proposed in Committee by M r. Taverner. (To Members only.)
Amendments and New Clauses to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Best. (To Members only.)
New  Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. H iggins. (To Members only.)

Report of the Council of Judges. No. 70. >
F irs t Report from the Committee of Public Accounts. D .— No. 2.
Regulations under various A cts of Parliam ent. E x trac ted  from Government Gazette of 12th January, 1900, 

No. 2. (To Members only.)
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V I c T O R I A .

No. 35.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OR T HE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 7 t h  JANUARY, 1900.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.*

4. E rror in  D ivisio n  L ist .— The Honorable C. J . Ham stated that, in a division which took place fin
the Council last evening on the Immigration Restriction Bill, the Tellers had recorded his name 
with the “ Ayes,” whereas he was not present in the Chamber when the division took place; 
whereupon the President directed the Clerk to correct the Division List accordingly.

A  Message from the  L eg islative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r .  P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
amend the ‘ Water A ct 1890,’ v and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
have agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, have 
disagreed with others of the said amendments, and have agreed with others of the said amend­
ments with amendments, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 16th January, 1900.
Ordered—That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

6. T rading  Coupons A bolition  B il l .—The Order of the Day for the consideration of this Bill in
Committee of the whole having been read—on the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. 
Sargood the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, on Wednesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
7. W ater  S upply  L oans A pplication  B ill .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill

having been read— the Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now read a second time. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.



The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
“ A n A ct to sanction the issue and application o f certain sums o f money for Water Supply in 

Country Districts
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

8 .  M u n i c i p a l  O v e r d r a f t s  I n d e m n i t y  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill 
having been rend—the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the Report 
to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
“ An Act to indemnify the Councillors o f various Municipalities for Borrowing Moneys by 

Overdrafts on Bankers for the purposes o f their Municipalities contrary to the provisions of 
the 6 Local Government Act 1890.’ ”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

. 9.  R a i l w a y  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  H i l l .— The Order of the D.iv for the second reading o f  this Bill 
having been read—the Honorable J .  Balfour moved, That this Bill be now read a second 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . Balfour moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself'into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown having repotted that the Com­

mittee had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without; amendment, the Council ordered 
the Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J . Balfour the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of the 
whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . Balfour, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable J. Balfour moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ An Act to authorize the Expenditure o f certain sums o f Money available tinder Loan Acts for 
R a i l  w ays.  ”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

10. M i x i n g  D e v e l o p m e n t  A c t  1896 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the 
second reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be 
now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That this Bill bo now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That the following bo the title of the Bill :—

“ An Act to further amend the ‘Mining Development Act 1896.’”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.
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11. R a i l w a y  a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  A c t  1898 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 2).—
The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable 
D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

Oa the motion of the Honorable 1). Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the B ill:—

“ A n Act to further amend the 1 Railway and Public Works Loan Application Act 1898.’” 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

12. M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n s  B i l l . —The Order of the Day for the consideration of the amendments made
in this Bill by the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the Legislative Assembly, having been 
read—the said amendments were read, and are as follow : —

2. Clause 2, line 12, omit “ council thereof ” and insert “ person rated therefor.”
3. „ page 2, line 3, after “ o r” insert “ refuse to reduce or may.”
4. ,, ,, line 4, after “ rate-book ” insert “ and the council of any such municipality

shall forthwith amend the rate so intended to be reduced or increased 
by altering or amending the rate-book in conformity with such reduction 
or increase, and no alteration in the rate-book shall be valid unless the 
same be initialed by the Chairman of the municipality in the presence 
of the council and the date of such alteration be also inserted/’

5. „ „ line 4, after “ reduction” insert “ or refusal.
6. „ ,, line 8, omit “ of valuation ; and” and insert “ or refusal to make an

alteration (as the case may be) of valuation ; and the said appeal shall 
be dealt with bv justices in a Court of Petty  Sessions or by a County 
Court in as nearly as may be the same way as appeals by persons 
thinking themselves aggrieved on the ground of unfairness or incorrect­
ness in the valuation of any rateable property included in any rate are 
dealt with by justices or County Courts under the Local Government 
Acts, and the said Acts with such substitutions as may be necessary 
shall be read and cons (rued accordingly ; and subject to any such 
appeal.”

7,. ,, „ line 10, omit “ calculated.”
8. .. ,, line 10, after “ accordingly ” add “ and calculated for the remainder of the

municipal year in lieu of the rates for the same period payable under 
the previous valuation and the rates payable and paid shall be adjusted 
accordingly.”

9. Insert the following new clauses :—
A. I t  shall be lawful for the council of any municipality from time to time, upon the 

application of any person liable to the payment of any rate under the provisions 
of the Principal Act or any Acts amending the same, to remit or excuse in 
respect of any building which shall be wholly and continuously unoccupied for 
anv period not less than three months the payment of so much of such rates as 
shall be proportionate to the time during which such building shall be so 
unoccupied.

J3. In  section sixty-four of the Local Government Act 1891 the words “ Eight pounds 
per centum per annum ” shall as from the thirtieth September One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-nine be omitted and the words “ l iv e  pounds per 
centum per annum ” substituted therefor.

C Notwithstanding anything contained in the Local Government Acts ci in any Act 
relating to the City of Melbourne or Town of Geelong no rate made under any 
of the said Acts on any rateable properly after the commencement of this Act 
shall bo or remain a charge upon such property nor be lecoverable from either 
the owner or occupier rated nor shall distress warrants be issued in icspect of 
rates made in the City of Melbourne and Town of Geelong after the expiration 
of six years from the making of such rate.

.Amendments 2 to 8, after uebate, insisted on.
Amendment 9 after debate, not insisted on. . . .

•O rdered  Tha’t the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them
that the Legislative Council insist on some of their amendments disagreed with by tfie Legislative 
Assembly, and do not insist on their amendment to insert clauses A, B, and C.



1 3 .  I I a w k e r s  a n d  P e d l e r s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the consideration o f

the amendments made in this Bill l>v the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the Legislative 
A s s e m b l y  having been read— the said amendments were read, and are as follow :—

1. Clause 2, line 10, omit “ during the last two years.”
2. „ lino 11, omit “ tw e lv e” and insert “ three.”
3. ,, same line, omit “ V icto ria ;” and insert “ Australasia ; and.”
4. ,, sub-clause (£), omit this sub-clause.

Amendments, after debate, insisted on.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council insist on their amendments in this Bill w ith which the Legislative 
Assembly have disagreed.

14. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising,,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirly-seven minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 35.

TUESDAY, 23b d  JANUARY, 1900 .

Question.
1. The Hon. W . M c C u l l o c h  : To call the attention o f  the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the 

action which has been taken by the Governments of some of the Australian colonies in regard to 
the infliction of punishment on any public servant found guilty of uttering expressions of disloyalty 
to the Crown ; and to ask if the Government of th is colony will issue a notice to the effect that 
the penalty of summary dismissal will be incurred by any Victorian public servant found guilty of 
a similar offence.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Resumption o f debate on the question—
That this Bill be now read a second time— and on the following amendment:— That all the words after 
the word “ T hat ” be omitted with a view to insert in place thereof the following words :— “ in view 
of the early federation of the Australasian Colonies, and with the object of securing uniform legislation 
on the subject of ‘Am A ct to consolidate the Law relating to the supervision and regulation of 
Factories and Work-rooms and the limitation of the Hours of Trading in Shops/ it is the opinion of 
this House that A ct No. 1091 and all Acts amending the same shall remain in full force and 
effect until the 30th of June, 1901, and this House declares that it is the immediate duty of the 
Government to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into the working of the existing factory 
legislation.”

2. W a t e Ii  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y — To be
taken into consideration.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t io n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t is e m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.

WEDNESDAY, 24 t h  JANUARY.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. T r a d in g  C o u p o n s  A b o l it io n  B i l l — To b e further considered in Committee.
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Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 35.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 62.
Land Bill—

New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. McBride. (To Members only.)
Amendments to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Morrissey. (To Members only.)
New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Maloney. (To Members only.)
Amendment and New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Best. (To Members only.)
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 36.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 23r d  JANUARY, 1900 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The following Message from  His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable J .  M. Davies, and the same was read by the 
Honorable the P residen t:—

BRA SSEY ,
Governor. Message No. 11.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at Government 
House, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Act of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ An Act to provide for the government discipline and maintenance o f a Second Victorian Contingent 
for service with Her Majesty’s Regular Forces in South Africa.”

Government House,
Melbourne, 12th January, 1900.

5. P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F .  T. Sargood presented a Petition from certain citizens
praying that the Council would pass a measure to continue the Factories and Shops Act 1896, and 
to give power to the Governor in Council to extend to other occupations certain provisions as to 
wages boards.

Petition read and ordered to lie on the Table.

6. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable W. I. W inter-Irving having stated h i s  desire to move, That the
House do now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed. 

The Honorable W. I. W inter-Irving then said that he proposed to speak on the subject of the 
reply of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to a question respecting expressions of disloyalty to 
the Crown by public servants, and moved, That the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

7. P a p e r .— The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an Act of Parliament, was laid upon
the Table by the C lerk:—

Twenty-first Annual Report on Friendly Societies.—Report of the Actuary for Friendly 
Societies for the year 1898, to which are appended the Valuations, Contributions and 
Benefits, Statistics of Friendly Societies, &c.

8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled i( An A ct 

to further amend, the Land Acts ,” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, , . . .  Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd January, 1900.



9. L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n A ct to further amend the Land Acts,” be now read a first 
time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

10. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 

to authorize the Shire o f Preston to construct certain permanent Works and Undertakings in lieu o f 
certain other permanent Works and Undertakings,” with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd January, 1900.

11. P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l .— The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the Bill transmitted by the fore­
going Message, intituled “ A n A ct to authorize the Shire o f  Preston to construct certain permanent 
Works and Undertakings in lieu o f certain other permanent Works and Undertakings/ ’ be now read a 

first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time to-morrow.

12. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legis.ative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 
further amend the ‘ Local Government Act 1890,’ ” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd January, 1900.

13. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  (No. 2).— The Honorable D. Melville
moved, T hat the Bill transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled 66 A n  Act to further amend the 
i Local Government Act 1890/ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time to-morrow.

14. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 
provide fo r  the Sale o f certain Lands set apart as a Site fo r  a Mechanics' Institute at H a m il to n with 
which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd January, 1900.

15. H a m il t o n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  B i l l .—The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the Bill
"transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n Act to provide fo r  the Sale o f certain Lands 
set apart as a Site fo r  a Mechanics' Institute at Hamilton,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

16. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the
resumption of the debate on the question— T hat this Bill he how read a second time—and on the 
amendment— That all the words after the word ‘’T h a t” be omitted with a view to insert in place 
thereof the following words :— “ in view of t ie  early federation of the Australasian Colonies, and with 
the object of securing uniform legislation on the subject of £A n A ct to consolidate the Law 
relating to the supervision and regulation of Factories and Work-rooms and the limitation of the 
Hours of Trading in Shops/ it is the opinion of this House that A ct No. 1091 and all Acts 
amending the same shall remain in full force and effect until the 30th of June, 1901, and this 
House declares that it is the immediate duty of the Government to appoint a Royal Commission 
to inquire into the working of the existing factory legislation ”— having been read—

Debate resumed.
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Question—That this Bill be now read a second time— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a 

second time.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill he now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee 

had made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
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17- P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of th e  following Orders of 
the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Water Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Message from the Legislative Assembly— To be taken into 
consideration.

Workmen’s Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption of debate.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

18. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty minutes past ten oJclock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk of the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 3G.

W ED N ESD A Y , 24t i i  JA N U A R Y , 1900.
Question,

1. Ih e  lion . P . P h i l l i p s  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence if the Government will give 
instructions for the issue throughout the colony of a pamphlet giving the results of the several 
experiments in fertilizing plots which were conducted by the Government experts, Messrs. Pearson 
and McAlpine.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
3. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 2 ) — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
4.  H a m i l t o n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
0.  W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g —  Resumption o f debate.
6. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  . A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g — Resumption o f  

debate.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. W a t e r  A c t  1 8 9 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y — T o be
taken into consideration.

2. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .

TUESDAY, 3 0 t h  JANUARY.
Ques tions .

1. The Hon. W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to the present
position of the rifle clubs of this colony; and to ask —

1. Will the Government take into early consideration proposals for increasing the usefulness
of rifle clubs as a part of the defence force of the colony.

2. Will the Honorable the M inister take steps to provide wider opportunities for insti uction
in the use of the rifle, and to increase the allowances for ammunition.

3. W ill lie make provision for improving the existing facilities for practice in shooting.

2. The Hon. A. O. S a c h s e  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence whether his attention has
been called to a request contained in a letter addressed to the officer in charge of rifle clubs,
Victoria Barracks, by the honorary secretary of a projected rifle club at Shepparton; and to 
inquire—

1. W hether he will sanction the formation of such club ; and
2. W hether a sufficient number of rifles will be either supplied free or loaned to the club.

G EO R G E II. JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.

M EETIN G  OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Thursday, 2oth January.

P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s  ( J o i n t ) — a t  t h r e e  o ’c lo c k .
(120 copies.)
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V I C T O R I A . '

No. 37.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THIC

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 24 t h  JANUARY, 1900 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4 .  P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable Dr. W. H. Embling presented a Petition from the Co-operative Coupon
Company, Limited, under the seal of the said company, praying that the Council would be pleased 
to hear petitioner by counsel at the Bar of the Council in opposition to the Trading Coupons 
Abolition Bill prior to the consideration of such Bill in Committee of the whole, or that the 
petitioner might have such other redress as to the Council may seem right.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

5 .  T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill
in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with an amendment.

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, That this Bill be recommitted to a
Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clause 3.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col! Sir F. T. Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered the Bill and agreed to the same with further amendments.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee

of the whole be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the Council adopted the Report from 

the Committee of the whole on this Bill.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That this Bill be now read a third time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a third time.
On the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the figures 16 1899 were 

omitted from clause 1, and the figures “ 1900” inserted in place thereof.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That this Bill do pass.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the following be the title of the Bill

“ A n  Act to prevent the use o f Trading Stamps Coupons and other Devices on the Sale or 
Exchange o f Property

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative. . . , .
Ordered That the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring tneir

concurrence therein.



6. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of [the following Orders 
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday next :—

Preston Loan B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1890  further Amendment B ill (Wo. 2 ) —Second reading.
Hamilton Mechanics’ Institute Site B ill— Second reading.
Workmen's Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

7 . ^ W a t e r  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the amend­
ments made in this Bill by the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the Legislative Assembly, 
or agreed to with amendments, having been read—the said amendments were read and are as 
follow :—

Am endm ents made by the  Legislative Council.

4. A fter clause 6 insert the following new clause :—
A. (1) T he Governor in Council may upon the applica­

tion of any W aterworks Trust by Order declare 
that the district of any W aterworks Trust 
whether created before or after the commence­
ment of this Act shall for the purpose of the 
election of commissioners of such T rust be 
divided into ridings, and may upon such appli­
cation by Order fix the boundaries of such 
ridings, or from time to time alter such ridings 
and boundaries, and may upon such application 
a t any time vary or repeal any such Order.

(2) W hen any Order is made dividing any district into
ridings such Order, except so far as may be 
necessary or expedient for the purpose of enabling 
the commissioners for such ridings to be elected 
prior to such date, shall not take effect until a 
date fixed in such Order, when all the commis­
sioners for the district whether elected or 
appointed shall go out of office.

(3) In  any such Order as aforesaid the Governor in
Council shall determine the number of commis­
sioners (whether one or more) of the Trust of 
the district so divided into ridings to be from 
time to time elected for each of such ridings and 
the period for which such commissioners shall 
hold office.

(4) No person shall be eligible for election as a com­
missioner of a Waterworks T rust for any riding 
unless he be the owner or an occupier under lease 
of land situated within such riding, and no person 
except as aforesaid shall continue to be a cora- 

. missioner of such T rust for such riding after he 
has ceased to be the owner or an occupier under 
lease of land within such riding.

(5) The qualification for electors of commissioners
of a Waterworks T rust for any riding and the 
number of votes in respect of such qualification 
shall be the same as the qualification provided 
for electors of commissioners in the last pre­
ceding section of this Act, save and except 
only that the land in respect of which the 
elector for a riding shall he qualified to vote 
shall be land within such riding, and if an 
elector possesses a qualification in respect of 
land situate in two or more ridings he shall 
be entitled to vote only in respect of the land 
within one riding, and he shall intimate to 
the returning officer for which riding he deter­
mines to exercise his franchise.

(6) All the provisions of the W ater Acts relating
to commissioners of W aterworks Trusts, and 
relating to the election of such commissioners 
shall so far as is consistent with this section

How dealt w ith by the Legislative 
Assembly.

(7)

so
apply to commissioners of a 
for a district divided into 
section, and to the election 
missioners.

This section does not apply 
or to commissioners therefor.

Trust to be elected 
ridings under this 
of any such com-

to urban divisions

Agreed to with the following 
amendments in sub-section 
(1) :—Lines 1 and 2, omit 
“ upon the application of 
any Waterworks Trust ” ; 
lines 7 and 8, omit “ upon 
such application ” ; line 10, 
omit “ upon such applica­
tion.”
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Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

7. Clause 36, omit sul)-clanse (1) and insert the following neAv
sub-clause :—

(1a) I f  it be proved to the satisfaction of the Minister 
that from any unforeseen cause it would be 
inequitable to require any Waterworks T rust to 
make the payments due in any year to the 
Redemption Fund, and also to pay the interest 
due in any year on the whole amount of its 
indebtedness, the Minister may recommend the 
Treasurer to suspend for any period not exceeding 
one year in whole or in part the said payments 
to such Redemption Fund and payment of such 
interest.

8. „ sub-clause (2), at end of sub-clause add :—“ Pro­
vided that the Governor in Council shall not 
make any such Order in Council while and so 
long as the amount suspended under any previous 
Order in Council remains unpaid.”

Ilow dealt with by the Legislative 
Assembly.

Disagreed with.

12. Clause 58, lines 4 and 5, omit 66 due at the commencement of 
this A ct or thereafter.”.

13 . lines 7 and 8, omit “ of the commencement of this 
A ct or from the time.”

14. „ line 8, omit “ became” and insert “ become.;

f Agreed to with the following 
consequential amend­
ment :—Line 6, after 
“ T ru s t” insert “ and also 
all rates due at the com- 

-j mencement of this Act in
respect of any property by 
any person who at the 
commencement of this Act 
remains the owner of such 
property.”

f Disagreed with, and the 
j following consequential

-J amendment made :—After
| “ became” insert “ or be-
I comes.”

15.

16.

[D isagreed with, and the 
| following consequential

line 9, omit “ whichever may have last happened.” <{ amendment made :—Lines
9 and 10, omit “ or occu­
pier.”

„  a f te r  su b -c la u se  (4) in s e r t  th e  fo llo w in g  n e w  su b ­
c la u se  :—

(4 a)  I n  an y  case  Avliero u n d e r  th e  W a te r  A c ts  an y  
p ro p e r ty  is  c h a rg e a b le  Avith ra te s  to  a n y  T r u s t  
th e  s e c re ta ry  o f  su c h  T r u s t  sh a ll u p o n  th e  
a p p lic a tio n  of a n y  p e rso n  in  Avriting a d d re sse d  
to  su c h  s e c re ta ry  s ta t in g  in  su ch  a p p lic a tio n  
th e  p a r t ic u la rs  of th e  p ro p e r ty  in  re s p e c t o f  
Avhich in fo rm a tio n  is  re q u ire d  as to  th e  ra te s  
d u e  or p a y a b le  th e re o n  a n d  u p o n  p a y m e n t 
o f a  fee  of O ne  sh i l l in g  fo r th w ith  s ig n  an d
g iv e  to  s u c h  a p p lic a n t or sen d  by  re g is te re d
le t te r  by  p o s t  to  th e  p e rso n  so a p p ly in g  (w hose
n a m e  a n d  ad d re s s  sh a l l b e  s ta te d  in  su ch  a p p li­
c a tio n )  a  c e r tif ic a te  in  w r i t in g  s ig n e d  b y  su ch  
se c re ta ry , in  AArh ich  c e r t if ic a te  i t  sh a l l  be s ta te d  
Avhat ( i f  a n y )  ra te s  a re  d u e  or p a y a b le  to su c h  
T r u s t  in  re s p e c t o f such  p ro p e r ty  w ith  th e
p a r t ic u la rs  o f su c h  ra te s  an d  Avhen th e  sam e 
b ecam e  d u e  o r p a y a b le  o r th a t  no  su ch  ra te s  
a re  th e n  d u e  or p a y a b le  as th e  ca se  m ay  be. 
T h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f su c h  c e r t if ic a te  so s ig n ed  
sh a ll fo r  a l l  p u rp o se s  w h a tso e v e r  be  deem ed  

. ,  - co n c lu s iv e  p ro o f th a t  a t  th e  d a te  th e re o f  no
• ra te s  w ere  d u e  or p a y a b le  to  su c h  T r u s t  o th e r

th a n  th o se  s ta te d  in  su c h  c e rtif ic a te  in  re s p e c t 
of such  p ro p e r ty .

18. C lause.79, line 32, after “ may ” insert “ upon the applicn- 
, * ' . tion of any Trust.”

‘ 1 9 . ' ' lin e  35, a f te r  “ m ay  ” in s e r t “ u p o n  su ch  ap p lica -
tio n .” ; e

20 . lin e  37, a f te r  “ m ay ” in s e r t  “  up o n  su ch  ap p lic a tio n .”

►Disagreed Avith.



Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

23. Clause 126, lines 1 and 2, omit “ due at the commencement of
this Act or thereafter.”

24. „ lines 4 and 5, omit “ of the commencement of this
Act or from the time.”

25.

26.

27.

line 5, omit “ became ” and insert “ become.”

line 6, omit “ whichever may have last happened.1

How dealt w ith by the Legislative 
Assembly.

Agreed to with the following 
consequential amendment: 
—Line 3, after ’ “ Trust ” 
insert “ and also all rates due 
at the commencement of 
this Act in respect of any 
property by any person 
who at the commencement 
of this Act remains the 
owner of such property.” 

f Disagreed with, and the
| following consequential

amendment made :—After 
“ became ” insert “ or be- 

L comes.”
with, and the 

following consequential 
amendment made :—Lines 
6 and 7, omit “ or occupier.”

( Disagreed
V

I
„ after sub-clause (4) insert the following new sub- '| 

clause :—
( 4 a )  In  any case where under the W ater Acts any 

property is chargeable w ith rates to any T rust 
the secretary of such T rust shall upon the 
application of any person in writing addressed 
to such secretary stating in such application the 
particulars of the property in respect of which 
information is required as to the rates due or 
payable thereon and upon payment of a fee of 
One shilling forthwith sign and give to such 
applicant or send by registered letter by post 
to the person so applying (whose name and 
address shall be stated in such application) a 
certificate in writing signed by such secretary, 
in which certificate it shall be stated what (if 
any) rates are due or payable to such Trust in 
respect of such property with the particulars 
of such rates and when the same became due 
or payable or that no such rates are then due or 
payable as the case may be. The production 
of such certificate so sigued shall for all pur- . ^ . , . ,
poses whatsoever be deemed conclusive proof f lsaoree W1 1* 
that at the date thereof no rates vrere due or 
payable to such Trust other than those stated 
in such certificate in respect of such property.

28. Clause 130, omit sub-clause (1) and insert the following new7
sub-clause : —

( 1 a ) I f  it be proved to the satisfaction of the Minister 
that from any unforeseen cause it wrould be 
inequitable to require any W aterworks Trust to 
make the payments due in any year to the 
Redemption Fund, and also to pay the interest 
due in any year on the whole amount of its 
indebtedness, the Minister may recommend the 
Treasurer to suspend for any period not exceed­
ing one year in whole or in part the said pay­
ments to such Redemption Fund and payment 
of such interest.

29. „ sub-clause (2), at end of" sub-clause ad d :— “ Pro­
vided that the Governor in Council shall not 
make any such Order in Council while and so 
long as the amount suspended under any pre­
vious Order in Council remains unpaid.”

Amendments of the Legislative Assembly in amendment 4, after debate, disagreed with.
Amendments 7 and 8, after debate, insisted on.
Consequential amendment of the Legislative Assembly on amendments 12 and 13, agreed to.
Amendments 14 and 15 not insisted on, and consequential amendments of the Legislative Assembly 

agreed to.
Amendment 16, after debate, insisted on.
Amendments 18, 19, and 20 insisted on.
Consequential amendment of the Legislative Assembly on amendments 23 and 24, agreed to.
Amendments 25 and 26 not insisted on, and consequential amendments of the Legislative Assembly 

agreed to.
Amendments 27, 28, and 29 insisted on.



Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 
that the Legislative Council have agreed to some of the amendments made by the Legislative 
Assembly on certain amendments of the Legislative Council, have disagreed with others of the 
said amendments, and that they insist on some of their amendments with which the Legislative 
Assembly have disagreed, and do not insist on others of the said amendments.

8 .  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —The Order of the Day for the further
consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the 
Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

9. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n ex t:—

Land Acts further Amendment B ill— Second reading.

10. A d j o u r n m e n t .—The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at three minutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

GEORGE H. JENKINS,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

B





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion, and Orders o f the Day.

No. 37.

TUESDAY, 3 0 t h  JANUARY, 1 9 0 0 .

Questions .

1. The H o b . W. K n o x  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to the present
position of the rifle clubs of this colony ; and to ask—

1. Will the Government take into early consideration proposals for increasing the usefulness
of rifle clubs as a part of the defence force of the colony.

2. Will the Honorable the M inister take steps to provide wider opportunities for instruction
in the use of the rifle, and to increase the allowances for ammunition.

3. Will he make provision for improving the existing facilities for practice in shooting.

2. The Hon. A. O. S a c h s e  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence whether his attention has
been called to a request contained in a letter addressed to the officer in charge of rifle clubs, 
Victoria Barracks, by the honorary secretary of a projected rifle club at S hepparton; and to 
inquire—

1. W hether he will sanction the formation of such club ; and
2. W hether a sufficient number of rifles will be either supplied free or loaned to the club.

3. The Hon. P . P h i l l i p s  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence if the Government will give
instructions for the issue throughout the colony of a pamphlet giving the results of the several 
experiments in fertilizing plots which were conducted by the Government experts, Messrs. Pearson 
and McAlpine.

Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To b e  further considered in Committee.
2. L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 3 1 s t  JANUARY.
General Business.

O r d e r s  of  t h e  D ay  :—

1. P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
2. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o .  2 ) — S econ d  read in g .
3. H a m i l t o n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  B i l l — S e co n d  read in g .
4. W o r k m e n ’s C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g — Resumption o f debate.
o. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— R e su m p t io n  o f  

debate .
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No. 38.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 30 t h  JANUARY, 1900 .

L The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a p e r s .-—The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented—
Land A ct 1898, P art I I I .—Acquisition of Land for the Purpose of Closer Settlement.—Copy 

of a Provisional Contract made by the Minister of Lands on behalf of the Board of Land 
and Works with John James Johnson, James Lionel Johnson, and James Cooper Stewart, 
executors and trustees of the estate of Ann Nicholas, widow, deceased, dated the 2oth 
day of January, 1900, for the purchase of the Wando Vale Estate for the purpose of 
closer settlem ent; together with a Statement giving the particulars prescribed by Section 
loo of the Land A ct 1898 in respect of the land included in the said Provisional Contract,

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

W ater A ct 1890.—Bacchus Marsh Irrigation and Water Supply Trust.—Graduated Rate.— 
Regulation No. 7 (D raft Form).

Public Service Act 1890.—Regulations.
Defences and Discipline Act 1890.—Victorian Naval Forces.—Alteration of Regulations.— 

P art I I I .

5. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further
consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the 
Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, this day, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

6 .  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T h e  L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly  t r a n sm i t  to  th e  L eg is la t iv e  C ouncil a  B il l  in t i tu led  “  A n  A c t  to 
app ly  out o f  the C onsolidated  Revenue the sum  o f  Three hundred and  seventy-eight thousand one hundred  
a n d  fifty -se v e n  pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and  ninety-nine an d  One 
thousand nine h u n d red ,” w ith  w h ic h  th e y  desire  the  concurrence  of th e  L eg is la t iv e  Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speakei.

Melbourne, 30th January, 1900.



7. C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o .  6).— The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, T hat the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f 
'Three hundred and seventy-eight thousand one hundred and fifty-seven pounds to the service o f the year One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred,” bo now read a first time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be notv committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. BroAvn having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed, 
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill : —

“ A n Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred, and seventy-eight 
thousand, one hundred and fifty-seven grounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine and One thousand nine hundred.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

8 .  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the further
consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, 
and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee 
had made progress in the Bill, and that ho was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved—T hat the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

9. P o s tp o n e m en t o f  O r d e r  o f  t i ie  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Land Acts further Amendment B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, a t fifty-four minutes past ten o;clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  II. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 38.

WEDNESDAY, 31 s t  JANUARY, 1900.
Question.

1. The Hon. Dr. W. H . E m b l i n g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to the 
reports concerning the condition of the Victorian Defence Forces ; and to ask if the Government 
intend to take the necessary steps to make the Defence Forces efficient, especially referring to rifles, 
artillery, and modern guns for the Cerberus.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l — Second reading.
2. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o .  2)— Second r e a d i n g
3. H a m i l t o n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  B i l l — Second reading.
4. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
0. In d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption of

debate.

Government Business.
N o t i c e s  o f  M o t i o n  :—

1. The Hon. J .  M. D a v i e s  : To move, T hat the Sessional Order determining the order of business on
Wednesday in each week be suspended for the remainder of the Session, and that Government 
business take precedence of all other business on that day.

2. The Hon. J .  M. D a v i e s  : To move, T hat the Sessional Order appointing half-past Four o’clock as
the hour of meeting be rescinded, and th a t the Council do meet for the remainder of the Session at 
Three o'clock.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y : —

1. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

THURSDAY, 1s t  FEBRUARY.
Question.

1. The Hon. N. L e v i : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to a statement 
made in this House on the 10th October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply to a question 
on the subject of the inefficiency of accommodation at the Graving Dock, Williamstown ; and to ask 
w hat action has been taken, and if any conclusion has been arrived at by the present Government in 
regard to this important national matter.



TUESDAY, 6 t h  FEBRUARY.
Question.

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S argood  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply 
to the following question :—

“ The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood: To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statements in the Argus :—

1. That the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year ;

2. T hat the Commissioners have decided that there will be no ballot of bonds for five
years from this date ;

and to ask what sections of Act No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the ballo t; ”

and to ask if the present Ministry concur in the opinions of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.

G EO RG E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 25 t h  JANUARY, 1900.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 36 and 37.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 38.
Factories and Shops Bill—

Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. J .  M. Davies. (To Members of Council only.)
Further Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood. (To Members of 

Council only.)
Land Bill.—Amendments and New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. J . M. Davies. (To Members of 

Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 66 and 67.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 67.
Trading Coupons Abolition B ill—[91]. (To Members only.)
Water Bill.— Amendments of the Legislative Council—how dealt with. (To Members only.)
Licensing Bill.—New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. T. Smith. (To Members only.) 
Twenty-first Annual Report on Friendly Societies. No. 26. :
F irst Report from the Select Committee upon Standing Orders. D.— No. 4.
Report from Select Committee of Legislative Assembly upon Congregational College B i l l ; together with 

Proceedings of Committee and Minutes of Evidence. (To Members of Assembly only.) 
Regulations under various Acts of Parliament. Extracted from Government Gazette of 25th January, 

1900. No. 4. (To Members only.)
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No. 39.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TIIIC

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 31 s t  JANUARY, 1900 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. S u s p e n s i o n  o f  S e s s i o n a l  O r d e r .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the Sessional Order
determining the order of business on Wednesday in each week be suspended for the remainder 
of the Session, and that Government business take precedence of all other business on that day. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
5.  A l t e r a t i o n  of  T im e  o f  M e e t i n g .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the Sessional Order

appointing half-past Four o’clock as the hour of meeting be rescinded, and that the Council do 
meet for the remainder of the Session at Three o’clock.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, as an amendment, That the word “ T hree” be omitted with a 

view to insert in place thereof the word “ Two.”
Debate continued.
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Question— That the Sessional Order appointing half-past Four o’clock as the hour of meeting be 

rescinded, and that the Council do meet for the remainder of the Session at Three o’clock—put and 
resolved in the affirmative.

6. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the further
consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the 
Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved—That the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 
to provide foi' the creation o f  a Corporate Body in which property belonging to the Congregational 
College o f Victoria may be vested and fo r declaring the Trusts on which same is to be held f with which 
they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 31st January, 1900.

8. C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e  B i l l .—The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to provide for the creation oj a Cor~ 
porate Body in which property belonging to the Congregational College o f Victoria may be vested and 
for declaring the Trusts on lohich same is to be held f be now read a first time.

Question put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read
a second time to-morrow.



9 .  H a m i l t o n  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of
this Bill having been read— the Honorable S. W. Cooke moved, T h at this B ill be now read a second 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable S. W. Cooke moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable S. W. Cooke, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable S. W. Cooke the Council adopted the Report from the Committee
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable S. W. Cooke, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable S. W . Cooke moved, T hat the following be the title of the B ill :—

“ A n  Act to provide fo r  the Sale o f  certain Lands set apart as a Site fo r  a Mechanics’ Institute 
at Hamilton.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

1 0 .  P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the fo llow in g  Orders
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Preston Loan B ill— Second reading.
Local Government Act 1 8 9 0  further Amendment B ill (Aro. 2 ) — Second reading.
Workmen's Compensation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B il l— Second recoding— Resumption o f debate.
L and Acts further Amendment B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, a t fifty-three minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  II. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 39.

THURSDAY, 1 s t  FEBRUARY, 1900.
Question.

1. The Hon. N .  L e v i  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to a statement 
made in this House on the 10th October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply to a question 
on the subject of the inefficiency of accommodation a t the Graving Dock, Williamstown ; and to ask 
what action has been taken, and if any conclusion has been arrived at by the present Government in 
regard to this important national matter.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y : —

1. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee-
2 .  L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
.2 .  P r e s t o n  L o a n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
3. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o . 2)— S e c o n d  r e a d in g .
4 .  W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g — Resumption o f debate.
5. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d in g — Resumption o f

debate.

TUESDAY, 6 t h  FEBRUARY.
Question.

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply 
to the following question :—

“ T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statements in the A rgus :—

1. T h at the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year;

2. T hat the Commissioners have decided that there will be no ballot of bonds for five
years from this date ;

and to ask w hat sections of A ct No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the b a llo t; ”

and to ask if the present M inistry concur in the opinions of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 31 s t  JANUARY, 1900.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 39.
Congregational College Bill— [97]. (To Members of Council only.)
Land Bill.—Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut-Col. Sir F, T. Sargood. (To Members of 

Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 68.



V I C T 0  !!. I A .

No. 40.

O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 1 s t  FEBRUARY, 1900.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Cliair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. F ac to r ies  and  S hops  A cts  f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t  B il l .—The Order of the Day for the further
consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair,
and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments.

The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for 
the reconsideration of clauses 3, 4, 7, 13, 16, and 46.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered the Bill and agreed to the same with further amendments.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question—r-put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n  Act to further amend the Factories and Shops Acts.”
.Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their con­
currence therein.

5. M essage  from  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s sem b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act 

* to further amend ‘ The Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's Act 1883,’ ” with which they desire 
the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st February, 1900. *
6. M e l b o u r n e  T ram way  and  O mnibus  C ompany’s A ct 1883 f u r t h e r  A m endment  B i l l .— T he

Honorable Sir IT. Cutlibert moved, That the Bill transmitted by tho foregoing Message, intituled 
“ An Act to further amend ‘ The Melbourne Tramioay and Omnibus Company's Act 1883,’ ,J be now- 
read a first time.

Question put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first tirnp, ordered to be printed, and readl
a second time on Tuesday next.



i . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—■

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
revive continue and amend the Income Tax Acts and declare the Hcites o f Income Tax thereunder for  
the Year ending on the thirty-first day o f December One thousand nine hundred’’ with which they desire 
the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Snonkpr

Melbourne, 1st February, 1900.

8. I n c o m e  T a x  B i l l .— The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the Bill transm itted by  the foregoing
Message, intituled “ A n  Act to revive continue and amend the Income Tax Acts and declare the Rates 
of Income Tax thereunder fo r  the Year ending on the thirty-first day o f December One thousand nine 
hundred’’ be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, 
by leave, to be read a second time this day. 5

9. P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable C. J .  Liam, by leave, presented a Petition from the Melbourne Tramway
and Omnibus Company, Limited, praying that the Council would not pass the Melbourne Tramway 
and Omnibus Company’s A ct 1883 further Amendment Bill, and would refer the same to a Select 
Committee to take the evidence which the petitioner can adduce in opposition to the said Bill. 

Ordered to lie on the Table.

10. L a n d  A cts  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this
B ill having been read—the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 
• Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same, w ith amendments.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, by leave, T hai the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill. . • ,
i^nd, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
I  he ILonorablo J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill :—

a Aw A ct to further amend the Land Acts.'1’

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

11. I nc om e  T a x  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read—
the Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 

whole.
Question put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. M elville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
L he 1 lesident i esumed the Chair ; and the ILonorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 

Kid gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Llonorable D. M elville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill. .

Aud, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Llonorable D. Melville moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill

A n  Act to revive continue and amend the Income Tax Acts and declare the Rates o f Income Tax 
thei eunder fo r  the Year ending on the thirty-first day o f  December One thousand nine 
hundred.”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— I  hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

-Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.



12. C o n g r e g a t io n a l  C o l l e g e  B i l l .— The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, That all the
Standing Orders relating to Private Bills be suspended in relation to the Bill to provide for the 
creation of a Corporate Body in which property belonging to the Congregational College of 
Victoria may be vested and for declaring the Trusts on which same is to be held, and that all fees 
be remitted with regard to such Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
I  he Order of  ̂the Day for the second reading of this Bill haying been read— the Honorable Lieut.- 

Coh Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable pieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood moved, That this Bill be noxy committed to a Com­

mittee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bi,!! and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion pf the Honorable pieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the Council adopted the Report from 
the Committee of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, the Bill was read a third 
time and passed.

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the following be the title of the B ill :—

“ An Act to provide for the creation o f a Corporate Body in which property belonging to the 
Congregational College o f Victoria may be vested and fo r  declaring the Trusts on which same 
is to be heldP

* Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

13. P resto n  L oan  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read—
the Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now.committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for 

the reconsideration of the Preamble.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered the Preamble and agreed to the same with amendments.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed..
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the B i ll :

“ An Act to authorize the Shire o f Preston to construct certain permanent Works and Under­
takings in lieu of certain other permanent Works and Undertakings.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting 

them that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting 
their concurrence therein.

14. L ocal  G ov e r n m e n t  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm en t  B il l  (No. 2).—The Order of the Day for 
the second reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable D. Melville moved, That this 
Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Com­
mittee of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and
passed.



The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the following be the title of the B i ll :—
“ An Act to further amend the ( Local Government Act 1 8 9 0 . ’ ”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

1 5 .  P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y . — Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t:—

Workmen’s Compensation B ill— Second reading—■Resumption o f debate.
Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

16 .  A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until to-morrow at twelve o’clock.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty-eight minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EO R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 41.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

FRIDAY, 2 n d  FEBRUARY, 1900.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

5. The President read the Prayer.

P a p e r .—The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented, by command of His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor—

Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1898.—P art V II I .—Accumulation. 
Ordered to lie oh the Table.

And then the Council, at nine minutes past twelve o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 40.

TUESDAY, 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.
Questions.

1. The Hon. J .  H o d d i n o t t  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
necessity of connecting the E astern  and South-Eastern ra ilw ays; and to ask if the Government 
will, during the recess, take into consideration the question of extending the Morwell to Mirboo 
N orth line and functioning same w ith the South-Eastern railway in the neighbourhood of 
Leongatha, or of constructing a line diverging from the E astern line in the neighbourhood of 
W arragul, and extending southerly to the South-Eastern railway.

2. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply 
to the following question :—

“ The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood: To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statem ents in the Argus :—

1. T hat the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year;

2. T h at the Commissioners have decided th a t there will be no ballot of bonds for five
years from this date ;

and to ask w hat sections of A ct No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the b a llo t; ”

and to ask if the present M inistry concur in the opinions of the late A ttorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.

3. The Hon. J .  H o d d in o t t  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
advantages of using the timber known as the Gippsland yellow stringy bark for railway construction 
purposes; and to ask if the Government will sanction the use of such timber as sleepers, piles, or 
for other railway purposes.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M e l b o u r n e  T r a m w a y  a n d  O m n i b u s  C o m p a n y ’s A c t  1883 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  Second
reading.

2. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f debate.
3. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f

debate.
G E O R G E H . JE N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPER ISSUED 1s t  FEBRUARY, 1900 .
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 42.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4" P a pe r . The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an Act of Parliament, was laid upon
the Table by the Clerk :—

The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890.—Part. IX .— Statement of Appointment and 
Transfer to an Office of Parliament and of Alteration of Classilication during the year 
ending 30th June, 1900, under the authority of Part IX . of T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  A c t  
A m e n d m e n t  A c t  1890.

5. M elbourne  T ramway and  O m n ibus C ompany’s A ct 1883 fu r t h e r  A mendment B ill .—The
Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read—the Honorable Sir
H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Sir H. Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be committed.
The Honorable S. W. Cooke moved, as an amendment, That the words “ to a Select Committee” be 
< added to the motion.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the debate be now adjourned.
Question—That the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until this day.

6. M essage from the  L egislative  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr. P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  

to  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  S h i r e  o f  P r e s t o n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  c e r t a i n  i m m a n e n t  W o r k s  a n d  U n d e r t a k i n g s  i n  l i e u  o f  

c e r t a i n  o t h e r  p e r m a n e n t  W o r k s  a n d  U n d e r t a k i n g s ,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the 
Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 6 th February, 1900.

"7. M essXge from th e  L egislative  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P resident—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled 66 A n  A c t  to  

f u r t h e r  a m e n d  t h e  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s f  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, 
have disagreed with others of the said amendments, and have agreed to others of the said amend­
ments with amendments, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker^

Melbourne, 6 th February, 1900.



The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That a Free Conference be desired 
with the Legislative Assembly on the subject-matter of the amendments made by the Legislative 
Council and disagreed with by the Legislative Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, in the Bill 
intituled “ A n  A c t  to fu r th e r  am end the F ac to ries  a n d  S h o p s  A c ts  ”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the following Members be appointed 

Managers of the Conference The Honorables Dr. W. H. Enabling, F. S. Grimwade, W. Knox, 
N. Levi, A. O. Sachse, A. Wynne, and the Mover.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly desiring a Free Conference on the 

subject-matter of the amendments made by the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the 
Legislative Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, in the Factories and Shops Acts further 
Amendment Bill, and acquainting the Legislative Assembly that the Legislative Council have 
appointed seven Members of the Legislative Council to be Managers.

8 , M essage  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .—/The .President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative "Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “  A n  A c t  to 

fu r th e r  am end  the L a n d  A c ts ,'” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have 
agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, and have agreed 
to one of the said amendments with amendments, with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 6 th February, 1900.
Ordered, after debate— That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

9. M elbo urn e  T ram w ay  a nd  O m n ibus  C om pany’s A ct 1883 . fu r t h e r  A mendment  B ill .— T he
Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the question— That this Bill be committed— 
and on the amendment— That the words “ to a Select Committee ” be added to the motion—having 
been read—

Debate resumed. - ■ . • • • '- : ..........  -
Question— That the words proposed to be added-be so added—put.

‘ - The Council divided.
Ayes, 17, . Noes, 10.

- The Hon. F., Brown ■ The Hon. J. Balfour
T. Brunton E. J . Crooke

■ - J. C. Campbell ' V  Sir H. Cuthbert
T. Comrie

. , • S. W. Cooke
C. J. Ham
D. Ham 
T. C. Harwood 
J. Hoddinott 
W. Knox

• . W. Pearson
P. Phillips
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden ■

‘J. A. Wallace.

^  T e lle rs . ■ -

Dr. W. LI. Enabling 
A. O. Sachse.

- - And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Question—That this Bill be committed to a Select Committee— put and resolved in the affirmative.

10. P o stponem ent of O r ders  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

W orkm en’s C om pensation  B i l l — S ec o n d  re a d in g — R esu m p tio n  o f  debate .

In d ecen t or Obscene A d vertisem en ts  P ro h ib itio n  B il l-^ -S e c o n d  red d in g — R esu m p tio n  o f  debate.

11. A djournment.— The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until to-morrow, at half-past four o^clock.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at thirty-nine minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEORGE II. JE N K IN S,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .

J. M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
N. Levi
D. Melville 
J. Sternberg.,

T e lle r s .

E. Miller 
W. Pi it.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 41.

WEDNESDAY, 7t h  FEBRUARY, 1900 .
Q u e s t i o n s .

1 . The Hon. J . H o d d in o t t  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
necessity of connecting the Eastern and South-Eastern railways; and to ask if the Government 
will, during the recess, take- into consideration the question of extending the Morwell to Mirboo 
North line and functioning same with the South-Eastern railway in the neighbourhood of 
Leongatha, or of constructing a line diverging from the Eastern line in the neighbourhood of 
Warragul, and extending southerly to the South-Eastern railway.

2. The Hon. J. S t e r n b e r g  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence why Dr. H. Sturdee, of
Bendigo, had not been asked to come down to Melbourne to be examined for the Bushmen's Corps 
for South Africa before others who are his junior in applications.

3. The Hon. J .  H o d d in o t t  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
advantages of using the timber known as the Gippsland yellow stringy bark for railway construction 
purposes; and to ask if the Government will sanction the use of such timber as sleepers, piles, or 
for other railway purposes.

G o v e r n m e n t  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r  of t h e  D a y :—
1. L and  A cts f u r t h e r  A m end m ent  B il l — M essa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssembly-—To be 

taken into consideration.

G e n e r a l  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. W o rkm en’s C o m pe n sa t io n  B il l — Second reading—R e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e b a t e .

2. I n d e c e n t  or O bscene  A d v e r t ise m e n t s  P r o h ib it io n  B il l — Second reading— R e s u m p t i o n  o f

d e b a t e .

THURSDAY, 8 t h  FEBRUARY.
Questions.

1. The Hon. A . O. S ach se  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence whether the Government
will, during the recess, give special consideration to the question of cheapening the cost of handling 
and carriage of produce on the railways, and to the introduction of the elevator system in connexion 
with the Victorian railways.

2 . The Hon. A . O. S a c h se  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
following matters; and to ask him—

1. Whether the attention of the Government has been called to the exceedingly unsatisfactory
condition of the business of the Victorian Patents Office;

2. Is the Government aware that applications for patents filed as far back as August last
have not yet been dealt with, and that valuable patent rights have been and are being lost 
to inventors by reason of this unnecessary delay; _

3. Is the Government aware that applications for patents for foreign countries sent 11 om
Victoria have been granted, and the letters patent received in this colony, before the 
applications for the corresponding cases have been even considered by the examine] s in
M elb o u rn e  ; an d  _ , .

4  Whether the Government will immediately after going into recess cause a personal inquiry 
to be made by the Honorable the Attorney-General into the above subject, with the object 
of bringing the Patent Department of this colony up to a level with the other Patent 
Offices of Australia.



TUESDAY, 13 t h  FEBRUARY.
Q u e s t i o n .  -

1 . The Hon, Lieufc.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply 
to the following question :—

“ The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood: To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statements in the A r g u s  :—

1. That the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year ;

2 . That the Commissioners have decided that there will be no ballot of bonds for five
years from this date ;

and to ask what sections of Act No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the ballot;

and to ask if the present Ministry concur in the opinions of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S ,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,

M E E T IN G  OF SELECT COM M ITTEE.
W e d n e s d a y , 7 t l i  F e b r u a r y .

L ib r a r y  ( J o in t ) — a t  th re e  o’clock .

PARLIAM ENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 2n d  FEBRUARY, 1900.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 38, 3 9 , 40, and 41.
.Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 41.
Factories and Shops Bill.— Amendments made by the Legislative Council—How dealt with by the Legis­

lative Assembly. (To Members of Council only.)
Land B ill.— Amendment made by the Legislative Council— How dealt with by the Legislative Assembly.

(To Members of Council only.)
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s A ct 1883 Further Amendment B ill.—Petition of the 

Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company Limited. E l .

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. No. 71.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 71.
Weekly Report of Divisions. No. 1 2 . • "
Wando Vale Estate Purchase B ill.— [112].
Licensing B ill.— New Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Foster. (To Members only.)
Statistical Register of Victoria for 1898.— Part V III .—-Accumulation. No. 72.



139

No. 43.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 7t h  FEBRUARY, 1900 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
2 . The President took the Chair.

Z .  The President read the Prayer.

4. F actories a nd  S hops A cts fu r th er  A m endm ent B il l .— F r e e  C o n fe r e n c e .— M anager
D i s c h a r g e d . — The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, b y  leave, That the Honor­
able A. Wynne be discharged from attendance on the Free Conference on the Factories and Shops 
Acts further Amendment Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

5. F actories a n d  S hops A cts fu r t h e r  A mendment B ill .— F re e  Co nference .— M ana g er
A p po in t e d . The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the Honorable 
T. C. Harwood be a Manager of the Free Conference on the Factories and Shops Acts further 
Amendment Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

b. M essage from  th e  L eg islative  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the follow ing  
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t—

The Legislative Assembly acquaint the Legislative Council that they have appointed seven 
Members to confer with a like number of Members of the Legislative Council on the subject- 
matter of the amendments made by the Legislative Council and disagreed with by the Legislative 
Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, in the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to fu r th e r  am end the F actories  
a n d  S h o p s A c ts  f  and name the South Library as the place and Wednesday, the 7th February instant, 
at a quarter to five o’clock in the afternoon, as the time of meeting of the said Conference.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 7th February, 1900.

7. F actories and  S hops A cts fu r th e r  A mendment B il l .— F ree  Conference .— The Managers .then
proceeded to the Conference, and being returned—

8. M essage from  the  L eg islative  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of |the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P r e sid e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “  A n  A c t  ̂ to 

sanction  the acquisition  by the S ta te  o f  certain la n d  in  the C ounty o f  D u n d a s know n as the W ando Vale  
E s t a t e f  with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speakei.

Melbourne, 7th February, 1900.... _



9 . W a n d o  V a l e  E s t a t e  P u r c h a s e  B i l l . — The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the Bill trans­
mitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  A c t  t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  c e r t a i n  

l a n d  i n  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  D u n d a s  T c n o w n  a s  t h e  W a n d o  V a l e  E s t a t e , "  be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and 

read a second time to-morrow.

1 0 . P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .—Ordered, That the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — ■M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y — T o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

W o r k m e n ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g — R e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e b a t e .

I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g — R e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e b a t e .

11 . A d j o u r n m e n t . — The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until to-morrow, at half-past ten o’clock.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at five minutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEORGE H. JEN K IN S,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 42.

THURSDAY, 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.
Q u e s t i o n s .

1. The Hon. A. 0 .  S a c h s e  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence whether the Government
will, during the recess, give special consideration to the question of cheapening the cost of handling 
and carriage of produce on the railways, and to the introduction of the elevator system in connexion 
with the Victorian railways.

2 . The Hon. J. I I o d d i n o t t  : To call the attention of the Honorable .the Solicitor-General to the
necessity of connecting the Eastern and South-Eastern railways; and to ask if the Government 
will, during the recess, take into consideration the question of extending the M or well to Mirboo 
North line and functioning same with the South-Eastern railway in the neighbourhood o f  
Leongatha, or of constructing a line diverging from the Eastern line in the neighbourhood of 
Warragul, and extending southerly to the South-Eastern railway.

3. The Hon. A. O. S a c h s e  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the
following matters; and to ask him—

1. Whether the attention of the Government has been called to the exceedingly unsatisfactory
-condition of the business of the Victorian Patents Office;

2 . Is the Government aware that applications for patents filed as far back as August last
have not yet been dealt with, and that valuable patent rights have been and are being lost 
to inventors by reason of this unnecessary delay;

3. Is the Government aware that applications for patents for foreign countries sent from
Victoria have been granted, and the letters patent received in this colony, before the 
applications for the corresponding cases have been even considered by the examiners in 
Melbourne ; and

4. Whether the Government will immediately after going into recess cause a personal inquiry
to be made by the Honorable the Attorney-General into the above subject, with the object 
of bringing the Patent Department of this colony up to a level with the other Patent 
Offices of Australia.

4 The Hon. J. S t e r n b e r g  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence why Dr. H. Sturdee, of 
Bendigo, had not been asked to come down to Melbourne to be examined for the Bushmeffis Corps 
for South Africa before others who are bis junior in applications.

5. The Hon. J . H o d d i n o t t  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-General to the 
advantages of using the timber known as the Gippsland yellow stringy bark for railway construction 
purposes; and to ask if the Government will sanction the use of such timber as sleepers, piles, or 
for other railway purposes.

G o v e r n m e n t  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—
1. L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  To be

taken into consideration.
2. W a n d o  V a l e  E s t a t e  P u r c h a s e  B i l l — Second reading.

G e n e r a l  B u s i n e s s .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— R e s u m p t i o n  o j  d e b a t e .
2. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— R esu m p tio n  o f

d e b a t e .



TUESDAY, 13t h  FEBRUARY.
Q uestion .

1 . The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply 
to the following question :—

“ The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood: To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statements in the A r g u s  :—

1 . That the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year ;

2. That the Commissioners have decided that there will be no ballot of bonds for five
years from this date ;

and to ask what sections of Act No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the ballot; ”

and to ask if the present Ministry concur in the opinions of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.

GEORGE H. JEN K IN S,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 7t h  FEBRUARY, 1900 .

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 42.
Wando Yale Estate Purchase Bill.— [112]. (To Members of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 72. 
Victorian Third Military Contingent Bill—[113]. 
South African Contingents Contribution Bill— [114].
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No. 44.

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — F r e e  C o n f e r e n c e . — The Managers again
proceeded to the Conference, and, being returned, the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
stated, on behalf of the Managers for the Legislative Council, that they had met the Managers 
for the Legislative Assembly on the subject-matter of the amendments made by the Legislative 
Council and disagreed with by the Legislative Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, in the 
Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to f u r th e r  a m en d  the F a c to r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s ,” and had agreed to report 
as follows :—

1 . That the Conference has arrived at an agreement upon all the points of difference between
the two Houses.

2 . That amendments embodying the result of its agreement will be printed and circulated
at the earliest moment possible.

3. That the Conference has agreed to omit in clause 13 the words “ any building or place in
which gas or electricity is prepared or produced.”

4. That the Conference has agreed to certain amendments in clause 16 under which the
Governor in Council may on the resolution of either House appoint Special Boards to 
be elected as prescribed.

5. That it is agreed that as to the clothing trade there shall be only one Board.
6 . That the question of fixing piece-work prices or rates in lieu of wrnges shall be decided by

the Special Board on apjieal by the employer.
7. That clause 36, relating to the compulsory half-holiday, shall be omitted.
8 . That clause 41, limiting the hours of male shop assistants, shall bo confined to the

Metropolitan district.
9. That clause 43, giving power to the Governor in Council to limit the hours for carters

and carriers and providing for a half-holiday, shall be made applicable to the Metropolitan 
district only.

10 . That the Act shall remain in force for two years and thence until the end of the next 
ensuing Session of Parliament.

5. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r .—The following Message from His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor was presented by the Honorable J. M. Davies, and the 
same was read by the Honorable the President:—

JOHN MADDEN,
L ie u te n a n t-G o v e rn o r . M essage N o . 12.

The Lieutenant-Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at 
Macedon, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Act of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

■ “ A n  A c t  to a p p ly  o u t o f  the C o n so lid a ted  Revenue the sum  o f  T hree h u n d red  a n d  seven ty-  
eigh t th o u sa n d  one h u n d red  a n d  f if ty -se v e n  p o u n d s to the serv ice  o f  the y e a r  One th ou san d  
eigh t h u n d red  a n d  n in ety-n in e  a n d  One th o u sa n d  n ine hundredIT

Macedon, 31st January, 1900.
6 . W a r  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a . — S e c o n d  V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t .—The Honorable J. M.

Davies informed the Council that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor had received the 
following cablegram sent by Lord Roberts, from Capetown

“ I had the great pleasure of personally welcoming here to-day the Victorian Mounted Rifles.
I  wish to express to Your Excellency my high appreciation of the patriotic spirit which has led 
our fellow subjects in Australia to send such a useful and workmanlike body of men to assist in 
restoring peace, order, and freedom in South Africa.

(200 copies.)



7. P a p e r s . — The Honorable J. M. Davifes presented, by command of His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor—

Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1898.—Part IX .— Social Condition. 
Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon 

the Table by the Clerk :—
Customs and Excise Duties A ct 1890—

Minor Articles— '
Leather Trouser Bindings, in lengths of about 36 yards. - 
Wood Shanks.

Explosives Act 1890.— Addition to List of ..Explosives authorized for Importation into and 
Manufacture in Victoria.—Ammunition.

Marine Act 1890—
Ports in Victoria.— Additional Regulations. " ' ' J
Amended Regulations for the Adjustment of Compasses.

Upper Macedon Waterworks Trust.— Application for an Additional Loan of £100.
Statement of Transactions under the T r u s t  F u n d s  A c t  1897, No. 1531, between the Treasurer 

and the Trustees during the year ended the 30til June', 1899.

8 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative.Assembly ; r 7 /  ' v r'

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to ‘the Legislative Council a Bill, intituled “ A n A d t  

to a u th o r ize  C o n trib u tio n s by M u n ic ip a l C ouncils  to w a rd s M i l i ta r y  C o n tin g en ts  f o r  S o u th 'A fr ic a  or a n y  - 
m em bers th e r e o f or th e ir  re la tiv e s ,” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council. •’ /■

F. C. MASON, - ,
; -  Legislative Assembly, Speaker.
- • Melbourne, 8 th February, 1900.

9V M u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l s  ( M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t s )  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  B i l l . — The Honorable J. M. Davies 
moved, That the Bill transmitted ,bv the foregoing Message, intituled “  A n  A c t  to au thorize Con- 

• tr ibu tions by M u n ic ip a l C o u n c ils  to w a rd s M i l i ta r y  C o n tin g en ts  ‘f o r  S o u th  A fr ic a  or a n y  members th ereo f 
or the ir  re la tives ,” be now read a first time.

- Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by
leave, to be read a second time this day.

1 0 .  L a n d  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the consideration of the amend­
ment made in this Bill by the Legislative Council, and agreed to by the Legislative Assembly with 
amendments, having been read—the said amendment was read, and is as follows.:—

- ' , " . , ' ■_ . . x. ' How dealt with by the Legislative
. Amendment made by the Legislative Council. Assembly

f  Agreed to with the following
1 . Clause 6 , at end of clause add the following new sub- | amendments:— After “any” 

7  - c lau se:— | insert “ pastoral” ; omit
(2 a )  The term of any lease, which is extended by the J “ which is extended by the

operation of this section shall not be so extended ’ operation of this section” ;
' J without the previous written approval of the and after “ not ” insert

Minister. “ notwithstanding the pro­
visions of this section.”

On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council agreed to the amendments made by the 
Legislative Assembly on an amendment of the Legislative Council in this Bill, and ordered that a 
Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

1L W a n  d o  \  a l e  E s t a t e  P u r c h a s e  B i l l . — The Order of I be Day for the second reading of this Bill 
having been read— the Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative-.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 

/Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
.. . And, on the further- motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and (he Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the B ill was read a third time and 
passed.

) -hhe Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—
il A n  A c t  to sa n c tio n  the a cq u is itio n  by the  S ta te  o f  cer ta in  la n d  in  the C o u n ty  o f  D u n d a s  know n

. ■ ■ ■ - as the W a n d o  V a le  E s ta te

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment, .



143

12. M u n ic ip a l  C o u n c i l s  ( M i l i t a r y  C o n t in g e n t s )  C o n t r ib u t io n s  B i l l . —The Order of the Day for 
the second reading of this B ill having been read—the Honorable D. Melville moved, That this 
Bill be now read a second time. ,

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments, and. had amended the title thereof, 
which title is as follows :—

* “ A n  A c t to 'a u th o r ize  C ontribu tions by M u n ic ip a l C ouncils B a n k s  a n d  other B od ies toivards  
M ili ta r y  C ontingents f o r  S o u th  A fr ic a  or a n y  members th e reo f or th e ir  re la tives . ”

The Honorable D. Melville moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole be 
taken into consideration this day.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n  A c t  to au thorize  C on tribu tions by M u n ic ip a l C ouncils B a n k s  a n d  other B od ies  tow ards  
M ili ta r y  C ontingents f o r  S o u th  A fr ic a  or a n y  m embers th ereo f or their re la tives . ”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting 

them that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting 
their concurrence therein.

13. I n d e c e n t  o r  O b s c e n e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  P r o h i b i t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day  ̂for the
resumption of the debate on the question— That this Bill be now read a second time, having been 
read—

Debate resumed.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative. .
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the Council

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments, and had amended the title thereof, 
which title is as follows :—

“ A n  A c t  to a m e n d  the ‘ C rim es A c t  1891.’ ”
The Honorable D. Melville moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of

the whole on this Bill. i „i
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the Bill 

“ A n  A c t  to a m e n d  the ‘ C rim es A c t  1891.’”
Q u e s t i o n —p u t  and re so lv ed  in th e  aff irm ative .  ;
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting the 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting then 
currenee therein.

14. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intit“lod “ f  f  

re la tin g  to S ta %  S ch oo l T e a c h e f  with which they desire the concurrence of the Leg,. U r n .

CounciL F. C. MASON,
Speaker.

Legislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 8 th February, 1900.

mi TT 1 1, T m  Davies moved, That the Bill transmitted by
1$- S c h o o l  n o w  read a first

Question—-put and resolved in the affirmative.-Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read
a second time to-morrow. -



16. D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y . — On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

W o r k m e n ’s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B i l l — S e c o n d  r e a d i n g — R e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e b a t e .

Ordered—That the said Bill be withdrawn.

17. A d j o u r n m e n t . — The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fourteen minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEORGE H. JEN K IN S,
C le r i c  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 43.

FRIDAY, 9 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.
Q u e s t i o n ,

1. The Hon. A. 0 .  S a c h s e  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence whether the Government 
will, during the recess, give special consideration to the question of cheapening the cost of handling 
and carriage of produce on the railways, and to the introduction of the elevator system in connexion 
with the Victorian railways.

G o v e r n m e n t  B u s i n e s s .

N o t i c e  o f  M o t i o n  : —

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d  : To move, That the Report from the Managers of the 
Free Conference on the Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill be now taken into 
consideration.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. S t a t e  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s  B i l l — Second reading.

TUESDAY, 1 3 t h  FEBRUARY.
Q u e s t i o n s ,

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d :  T o  call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitoi-Geneial in reply 
to the following question :—

“ The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood: To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statements in the A r g u s  :—

1. That the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year ;

2. That the Commissioners have decided that there will be no ballot of bonds for live
years from this date ;

and to ask what sections of Act No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the ballot; ”

and to ask if the present Ministry concur in the opinions of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.

2 The Hon J S i b b n b e r q  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence why Dr. IT. Sturdee, of 
Bendio-o, had not been asked to come down to Melbourne to be examined for the Bushmen s Corps 
for South Africa before others who are his junior in applications.



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.
.Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 43.
Teachers B ill— [33]. (To Members of Council only.)
Teachers B ill.— New Clause to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood. (To Members 

of Council only.)
Factories and Shops Bill.— Recommendations of the Free Conference. (To Members of both Houses.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 73. 
Royal Park Bill— [70].



No. 45.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OK THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

FRIDAY, 9 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A d jo u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until Wednesday next, at half-past four o’clock.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at eleven minutes past twelve o^clock, adjourned until Wednesday next.

GEORGE H. JENK INS,
C l e r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l . ,





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 44.

WEDNESDAY, 1 4 t h  FEBRUARY, 1 9 0 0 .

Q u e s t i o n s .
1. The Hon. A. 0 .  S a c h s e  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence whether the Government

will, during the recess, give special consideration to the question of cheapening the cost of handling 
and carriage of produce on the railways, and to the introduction of the elevator system in connexion 
with the Victorian railways.

2. The Hon. Lieuf.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-
General to the opinions submitted on the 31st October, 1899, by the late Solicitor-General in reply 
to the following question :—

“ The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood : To call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor- 
General to the following statements in the A r g u s  :—

1. That the Commissioners of Savings Banks have decided that they will not hold a
ballot of mortgage bonds this half-year ;

2. That the Commissioners have decided that there will be no ballot of bonds for five
years from this date ;

and to ask what sections of Act No. 1481 give the Commissioners power to so suspend 
the ballot; ”

and to ask if the present Ministry concur in the opinions of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General.

3. The Hon. J. S t e r n b e r g  : To ask the Honorable the Minister of Defence why Dr. PI. Sturdee, of
Bendigo, had not been asked to come down to Melbourne to be examined for the Bushmen^s Corps 
for South Africa before others who are his junior in applications.

G o v e r n m e n t  B u s i n e s s .
* N o t i c e  of  M o t i o n  : —

1. The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d  : To move, That the Report from the Managers of the 
Free Conference on the Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill be now taken into 
consideration.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—
1. S t a t e  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s  B i l l — Second reading.

GEORGE H. JEN K IN S,
C l e r i c  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 9t h  FEBRUARY, 5 900.
-Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 44.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 74.
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No. 46.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 14t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2 . The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—.

M r . P resid en t—

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to 
apply  a  sum out o f  the C onsolidated  Revenue to the service o f  the year ending on the th irtie th  day o f  
June One thousand nine hundred  a n d  to appropria te  the S u p p lie s  gran ted  in  this Session  o f  P a rlia m en t,” 
with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.

5. A p p r o p r i a t i o n  B i l l .—The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the Bill transmitted by the foregoing
Message, intituled “ A n  A c t to a p p ly  a sum  out o f  the C onsolidated R evenue to the service o f  the year  
ending on the th irtie th  d a y  o f  Ju n e  One thousand, nine hundred  an d  to appropria te the S u p p lie s  granted  
in  this Session o f  P a r lia m e n t,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, 
by leave, to be read a second time this day.

6 . F actories and  S hops A cts fu r th er  A mendment B ill .— F ree  Co nference .— The Honorable
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the Report from the Managers of the Free Conference 
on the Factories and Shops Acts further Amendment Bill be now taken into consideration.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And the amendments referred to the said Conference, with the recommendations thereon, were read, 

and are as follow :—
How dealt with by the 
Legislative Assembly.

Amendments made by the 
Legislative Council.

2 . Clause 4, line 23, after “ year” ' 
insert “ provided neverthe­
less that such apprentices 
may be taken on probation 
for a term not exceeding three 
months, and at or before the 
expiration of such time they  ̂Disagreed with, 
shall either be discharged or 
be bound by indentures of 
apprenticeship or be em­
ployed under a written agree­
ment as hereinbefore pro­
vided in this section.”

Recommendations of Free Conference.

► 2. Council not to insist.

3. Clause 7 ,line 15, after “ boiler” 
insert “ except a steam boiler 
not used for operating a 
steam-engine.”

Disagreed with.

Council not to insist, but instead of its 
amendment to propose the following 
amendment:—In clause 7, after “ cer­
tificate,” in line 16, add “ nothing in 
this section shall apply to any steam 
boiler not used for operating a steam- 
engine if the same be in charge of an 
adult person.”



6 . Clause 13, lines 10—16, omit
“ words 6 w ork in g  in any 
handicraft or in preparing or 
manufacturing articles for 
trade or sale ’ the folloAV- 
in g  words shall be added : —
‘ and shall include any
building or place in which  ̂Disagreed with. 
gas or electricity is prepared 
or produced ’ and any clay- 
pit or quarry worked or used 
in connexion with any pot­
tery or brickyard ;

( b )  in the same sub-section 
after the.”

7. Clause 16, sub-clause ( 1),
omit this sub-clause and in­
sert the following new sub­
clause : —

(la ) In order to determine the 
lowest prices or rates 
which may be paid to any 
person or persons or classes 
of persons' for wholly or 
partly preparing or manu­
facturing either inside or 
outside a factory or work­
room any particular articles 
of clothing or wearing ap­
parel or furniture or for 
bread making or baking or 
to any person or persons or 
classes of persons employed 
in any process trade or 
business usually or fre­
quently carried on in a 
factory or work-room or 
employed in the process 
trade or business of a 
butcher or seller of meat 
or maker or seller of small 
goods the Governor in 
Council may if he think 
fit from time to time ap­
point a Special Board con- Disagreed with. <{ 
sisting of not less than 
four or more than ten 
members elected as may 
be prescribed and a chair­
man, and may at any time 
remove any member of the 
Special board and may ap­
point any person so elected 
to fill any vacancy occur­
ring in such Special Board 
in the same way as on the 
original appointment. In 
fixing such lowest prices 
or rates the Special Board 
shall take into considera­
tion the nature kind and 
class of the work and 
the mode and manner in 
which the work is to be 
done and the age and 
the sex of the workers 
and any matter which may 
from time to time be pre­
scribed. Provided that no 
such Special Board shall be 
so appointed except for the 
process trade or business 
of a butcher or seller of 
meat or maker or seller of 
small goods and except in

6 . Council not to insist, and the following 
amendments to be substituted:— 
Clause 13, lines 12 and 13, omit “ any 
building or place in which gas or 
electricity is prepared or produced ’ 
and” ; line 14, after “ connexion 
with ” insert “ and occupied by the 
occupier of.”

7. Council to insist, but now to propose to 
amend its amendment by omitting 
therefrom “ and may appoint any 
person so elected to fill any vacancy 
occurring in such Special Board in 
the same way as on the original 
appointment ” ; and also by omitting 
“ not” before “ included”; and also by 
omitting all words from “ petitions 
signed ” to end of amendment and 
substituting therefor “ a resolution 
has been passed by either House of 
Parliament declaring that it is ex­
pedient to appoint such Special 
Board.”



the case of any trade or 
business which at the com­
mencement of this Act is 
not included under the 
provisions of the Factories 
and Shops Acts as regards 
Special Boards unless pe­
titions signed respectively Disagreed with, 
by at least one-half of the 
employers and employes of 
such trade or business be 
presented to the Minister 
asking for a Special Board 
to be appointed in respect 
to such trade or business.

7. Council to insi't, but now to propose to 
amend its amendment by omitting 
therefrom “ and may appoint any 
person so elected to fill any vacancy 
occurring in such Special Board in 
the same Avay as on the original 
appointment and also by omitting 
“ not ” before “ included”; and also by 
omitting all words from “ petitions 
signed” to end of amendment and 
substituting therefor “ a resolution 
has been passed by either House of 
Parliament declaring that it is ex­
pedient to appoint such Special 
Board.”

8 . Council not to insist.

9. Council not to ’nsist.

8 . Clause 16, page 5, line 24,)
omit “ Board” and insert > Disagreed with.
“ Boards.” )

9. Clause 16, same page, lines
24-6, omit “ the represen­
tatives of the employers shall 
consist of three representa­
tives of makers of ready­
made clothing and two of Disagreed with, 
makers of order clothing ” 
and insert “ one Board shall 
be appointed for ready-made 
clothing and one Board for 
order clothing.”

10 . Clause 16, same page, after 
sub-clause (2) insert the fol­
lowing new sub-clause :—

(2a) If the number of persons 
nominated as representa­
tives of employers or em­
ployes (as the case may be) 
does not exceed the num- Disagreed with. y  10. Assembly to agree, 
ber of persons to be elected 
the persons nominated 

, shall be deemed and taken 
to have been elected and 
shall be appointed accord­
ingly to be members of 
the Special Board.

11. Clause 16, same page, sub-
clause (3), omit this sub- Disagreed with, 
clause.

13. Clause 16, page 8 , line 14,
omit “ may disallow the same J* Disagreed with, 
or.”

11 . Council not to insist, but now to pro­
pose to amend sub-clause (3) by adding 
in line 36, after “ aforesaid,” the words 
“ and such person shall be so appointed 
for the unexpired portion of the term 
of office of the member who dies or 
resigns or is removed.”

13. Council not to insist on its amend­
ment, but in lieu thereof to propose 
that sub-clause (17) of clause 16 be 
omitted and the following new sub­
clause (17) be substituted :—

(17) Any employer who pursuant 
to such determination fixes and 
pays piece-work prices or rates 
shall base such piece-work 
prices or rates on the earnings 
of an average worker working 
under like conditions to those 
for which the piece-work prices 
or rates are fixed and who is paid 
by time at the wages rates fixed 
by such Special Board. Every 
such employer shall if required 
by the Chief Inspector so to do 
forward a statement of such 
prices or rates to the Chief In­
spector, who if he thinks fit may 
give notice in writing to such 
employer that he disagrees with 
such prices or rates or any of



] 3. Clause 16, page 8 , line 14,
omit “ may disallow the same i Disagreed with, 
or.” [

15. Clause 16, same page, line 2 2 , 1p t * » 1 Disagreed with,omit " Chief Inspector or. ) °
2 1 . Clause 17, omit this clause' 

and insert the following new 
clause:—

C. ( 1) For the purpose of de­
ciding whether at least one- 
half in number of employers 
in any process trade or busi­
ness have signed a petition 
asking for a Special Board 
to be appointed the register 
kept by the Chief Inspector 
in accordance with section 
nine of the Principal Act 
may be used, and none but 
employers registered there­
in as carrying on the 
process trade or business 
affected shall be counted 1* Disagreed with, 
in computing such third. {

(2) For the purpose of de- | 
ciding whether at least one- 
half in number of employes 
in any process trade or busi­
ness have signed a petition 
asking for a Special Board 
to be appointed the Minis­
ter may accept as the 
correct number of all em­
ployes the number stated to 
be employed in the process 
trade or business affected 
as set out in the last pub­
lished annual report of the 
Chief Inspector or may 
decide the matter on any

them, and if requested in 
writing by the employer so to 
do within one week the Chief 
Inspector shall refer the same 
to a Special Board which may 
disallow the same and may fix 
the prices or rates which in its 
opinion should have been paid 
by such employer in respect of 
the matters referred to it. If 
the prices or rates so fixed by 
the Board are higher than the 
prices or rates so fixed and 
paid by the employer the em­
ployer shall pay to each of the 
employes in respect of the 
period between such notice of 
the Chief Inspector and the 
determination of the Board an 
amount equal to twice the 
difference between the prices 
or rates fixed and paid by 
him and the prices or rates 
fixed by the Special Board. 
Until such notice as afore­
said shall have been given 
by the Chief Inspector such 
prices or rates shall be deemed 
to have been duly fixed. If 
the employer does not within 
one week after the Chief In­
spector has given him notice 
as aforesaid request a refer­
ence of the prices or rates to a 
Special Board, the prices or 
rates so disagreed with by the 
Chief Inspector shall as from 
the date of such notice be 
deemed not to be duly fixed.

|  15. Assembly to agree.

21. Council to insist on omitting clause 17, 
J but not to insist on inserting new 

clause C.
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Disagreed with.

22 .

other evidence which may 
appear to him to he satis­
factory.

(3) The Governor in Council 
may make regulations re­
quiring employers in any 
process trade or business 
to forward such informa­
tion as may be necessary to 
determine whether the re­
quisite number of employes 
have petitioned for the 
appointment of a Special 
Board under this section, 
and such regulations may 
impose penalties not ex­
ceeding Five pounds for 
any failure to comply with 
such regulations.

(4) The Minister’s decision 
as to whether at least one- 
half in number of em­
ployers or employes in any 
process trade or business 
have or have not asked for 
the appointment of a 
Special Board shall be final 
and shall not be subject to 
be questioned or reviewed 
in any court of law or 
otherwise howsoever.

Agreed to with the 
following amend­
ments :— Before 
66 family ” insert 
“ em p lo y er ’s ” ; 
and after
“ family” insert 
“ related in the 
first or second 
degree by blood 
or marriage to 
the employer.-”

23. Clause 25, line 11, after! *
“ title” insert “ which shall > Disagreed with, 
be descriptive of the trade.” )

25. Clause 28, lines 29-31, omit 
“ and the Governor in Council 
without any previous notice 
or election appoints some
person to fill the vacancy such 
person ” and insert “ the
person appointed to fill such 
vacancy.”

Agreed to with the ) 

folio wing amend­
ments : — Omit 
“ this addition 
shall not ” and 
insert “ except 
so far as regards 
any person em­
ployed in a fac­
tory or work­
room nothing in 
this section
shall ” ; omit 
“ nearly ” ; after 
“ related ” insert 
“ in the first or 
second degree”; 
and after “ mar­
riage” insert “ to 
the employer.”

2 1 . Council to insist on omitting clause 17, 
■I but not to insist on inserting new 

clause C.

Clause 2 0 , line 1, .after 
“ where ” insert “ any person 
other than members of the 
family are employed in.”

22. Council to agree to Assembly’s amend­
ments.

Disagreed with.

23. Council not to insist.

25. Council not to insist on its amend­
ment, but instead thereof now to pro­
pose to omit clause 28.

30. Clause 31, at end of clause 
add “ Provided that this 
addition shall not apply to 
any member of the employer’s - 
family nearly related one to 
the other by blood or mar­
riage.”

30. Council to agree to Assembly’s amend­
ments.



31. Clause 32, at end of clause 
add “ and in sub-section (2) 
of the same section all words 
after 6 work-room 3 where it 
first occurs are hereby re­
pealed and the words ‘ the 
Chief Inspector may takec 
proceedings before the local 
court of petty sessions for 
the cancellation of the regis­
tration of such or any part 
of such factory or work­
room ’ are hereby inserted.”

Agreed to with the 
followingamend- 
m ent:— Omit all 
the words after 
“ Chief Inspector 
may ” and insert 
“ lay an informa­
tion before the 
court of petty 
sessions that the 
occupier has 
failed to comply 
with the pro­
visions of this 
section, and on 
such information 
may summon him 
to appear before 
the court of 
petty sessions 
and show cause 
why the regis­
tration of such 
factory should 
not be cancelled, 
and the court of 
petty sessions un­
less notified that 
such factory or 
work-room or 
such part there­
of is not defec­
tive in any of 
the matters set 
forth in the 
notice sent by 
the Chief In­
spector shall 
make an order 
directing the can­
cellation, of such 
registration.”

31. Council (o agree to Assembly’s amend­
ment with the following amend­
ments :— Omit “ notified ” in line 28 
of Assembly’s amendment and insert 
“ satisfied” ; and at end of amend­
ment add “ are hereby inserted.”

32. Clause 36, omit this clause. | Disagreed with, | 32. Assembly to agree.

33. Clause 41, omit this clause. ► Disagreed with.

33. Council to insist on omitting clause 41, 
but in lieu of such clause now to pro­
pose the following new clause :— 

AA. In sub-section (1) of section 
forty-one of the F a c t o r i e s  a n d  

S h o p s  A c t  1896 for the words 
“ a person under sixteen years 
of age or a woman or girl shall 
not ” there shall be substituted 
the words—
“ («) No person within the 

Metropolitan district 
other than a person 
employed solely as a 
carter or porter or night 
watchman ; and 

“ (h ) No person in any part of 
Victoria wherever the 
provisions of the Fac­
tories and Shops Acts 
which relate to shops 
apply being under the 
age of sixteen years and 
no woman or girl,

sh a ll” ;
and in sub-section (2 ) of the said 
section the words “ under the age of 
sixteen years or woman or girl ” and 
the words “ woman or girl” are 
hereby repealed.
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35. Clause 43, paragraph (a), 
omit this paragraph.

36. Clause 43, line 23, omit 
‘‘ so.”

37. Clause 43, same line, after 
“ employed” insert “ in the 
Metropolitan district as a 
carrier or carter of any 
goods wares merchandise or 
materials whatsoever in con­
nexion Avith a factory or 
work-room or shop or in 
assisting any such carrier or 
carter.”

38. Clause 43, line 24, after 
“ half-holiday” insert “ at 
such hours as may be speci­
fied in such regulation as 
may be made by the Gover­
nor in Council from time to 
time,”

39. Clause 43, lines 25-7, omit 
“ from the hour of One 
o’clock in the afternoon or 
if the regulations so specify 
from the hour of Two o’clock 
in the afternoon.'”

^ D is a g r e e d  w ith .

J

35 to 39. Council not to insist on its  
amendments, but now to propose in 
lieu thereof the omission of clause 
43 and the substitution of the folloAv- 
ing new clause:—

BB. The Governor in Limitation
^  . or hours ofuouncil may 111 tll6 carriers and
manner prescribed by cai-ters- 
section sixty-three of the Prin­
cipal Act make regulations to 
have effect within the Metro­
politan district—

(a) limiting the total num­
ber of hours in the 
Aveek during Avhich any 
person may be employed  
for w ages as a carrier 
or carter in carrying or 
delivering in the ordi­
nary course o f business 
any goods wares mer­
chandise or materials 
Avhatsoever to or from 
a factory or Avork-room 
or shop or in assisting  
any such carrier or 
carter ; and

(b) providing that every per­
son Avhomsoever so em ­
ployed shall have a 
half-holiday on some 
day in each week (other 
than a Sunday) during 
such hours as may be 
specified in such regula­
tion. T his paragraph 
shall not apply to any  
person em ployed in de­
livering bread.

46. After clause 48 insert the 
folloAving new clause :— 

A. (a) The stamps upon all 
furniture imported into 
Victoria for sale ; or

(b) manufactured in Vic­
toria for sale solely by 
European labour ; or

(c) manufactured in Vic­
toria for sale partly by 
European labour and 
partly by the labour 
of persons other than 
Chinese shall be of an 
oblong shape and shall 
each (as the case may 
be) contain the words 
as specified in the pre­
ceding section and in 
section fifty - seven of 
Act No. 1445 ;

(d ) the stamps upon all fur­
niture manufactured in 
Victoria for sale solely 
or partly by the labour 
of any Chinese person 
or on the premises of 
any Chinese employer 
shall be triangular in 
shape and shall contain 
the words “ Chinese 
labour.”

Agreed to with the 
following amend­
ments: — Omit 
“ (a)” and insert 
“ ( 1) ” ; after 
“ furniture ”  in- 

- sert “ (a )” ; omit 
“ Act No. 1445 ” 
and insert “ the 
F a c t o r i e s  a n d  

S h o p s  A c t  1896” ; 
omit “ (d ) ” and 
insert “ ( 2 ).”

* 46. Council to agree to Assembly’s amend­
ments.



Amendments made by the 
L egislative Council.

47. After clause 49 insert the 
following new clause :—

D. In section fifty-four of the 
F actories a n d  S h o p s  A c t  
1896 the following sub­
clause shall be added :—  
“ For prescribing where 
the stamp shall be placed 
on each class or kind of 
furniture.'”

Agreed to with the 
following amend­
ment : — Omit 

[ “ sub-clause” and 
insert “ para­
graph.”

47. Council to agree to Assembly's amend­
ment.

J

49. Clause 52, line 25, omit , , . .
“ three” end insert “ two.” P ' s ^ c e d  with.

j

' 49. Assembly to agree, but now to pro­
pose that in line 25 of clause 52, after 
the word “ Act,” there be inserted the 
following words :—“ and thence until 
the end of the next ensuing Session 
of Parliament.”

Recommendations on amendments numbered 2 , 3, 6 , 2 1 , 2 2 , 23, 25, 30, 31, 32, 3 3 , 3 5 , 36, 37, 38, 39 , 
46, 47, and 49, after debate, agreed to.

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the Council agree to the recommendation 
of the Free Conference on amendment numbered 7.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable N. Levi moved, as an amendment, That the words “ either House,” be omitted from 

the recommendation (column 3), with a view to insert in place thereof the words “ both Houses.”
Debate continued.
Question— That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the recommendation—put and resolved 

in the affirmative.
Question— That the Council agree to the recommendation of the Free Conference on amendment 

numbered 7— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Recommendations on amendments numbered 8 , 9, 1 0 , 1 1 , 13, and 15 agreed to.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the recommendations of the Free Conference on the 
Bill, and desiring the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly therewith.

7. A ppr o pr ia tio n  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read— 
the Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read, a second time.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill he now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n  A c t  to a p p ly  a sum  out o f  the Consolidated. R evenue to the service o f  the yea r ending on the 
th ir tie th  day  o j Ju n e  One thousand  n ine h u n d red  a n d  to appropria te  the S u p p lie s  granted  in  
th is  Sess ion  o f  P a r lia m e n t.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

8. M essage from the .Le g islative  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid en t—

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  
to fu r th e r  am end the  6 C om panies A c t  1 8 9 0 /” with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Speaker.

Legislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.

9. C om panies A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A mendment  B il l . — The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the 
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  A c t to fu r th e r  am end the  ‘  Com panies A c t 
1890/ ” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.



10, M essag e  i< rom the  .Leg islative  A ssem bly .— I'll6 President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  

to va lida te  certa in  L icences a n d  f o r  other purposes/ ’ with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

, F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.

11. L icences V a l id a t in g  B il l .—  1 he Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the Bill transmitted by the 
foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  A c t  to vedidate certa in  L icences an d  f o r  other p u rp o se s ,” be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

12. M essage  from the  L eg isl a t iv e  A ssem bly;— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr. P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to 

authorize C ontributions by M u n ic ip a l C ouncils towcird,s M ili ta ry  C on tingen ts f o r  S o u th  A fr ic a  or any  
members th ereo f or their re la tives ,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
have agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, and have 
agreed to one of the said amendments with amendments, with which they desire the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.
And the said amendment was read, and is as follows :—

Am endm ent made by the L egislative Council. L e g l f e i i l  Aw em bfy.6

f  Agreed to with the follow-
Clause 2 , line 10 , after u municipality ”  insert “ and for any | ing amendments:— After

bank and any incorporated company or friendly society I “  bank ” omit “  and ” and
or institute carrying on business in Victoria to apply out j insert or ” ; after “ com-
of its funds.” j pany ” omit “  or friendly

L society or institute.”
On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council agreed to the several amendments made by 

the Legislative Assembly on an amendment of the Legislative Council in this Bill, and ordered a 
Message to be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

13. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly : —

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  f o r  

the proper supervision  o f  the S la u g h te r in g  o f  A n im a ls  a n d  the S a le  o f  M ea t a n d  f o r  other purposes , ”  

and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the same with 
amendments, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.
Ordered—That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration this day.

14. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly 

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled^ “ A n  A c t 

to am end the L a w  re la ting  to H a w k e r s  an d  P e d le r s f  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the 
Legislative Assembly insist on disagreeing with the amendments in such Bill insisted on by the 
Legislative Council. F c . M AS0N)

Legislative Assembly, Speaker.
Melbourne, 14tli February, 1900.

Ordered— That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration this day.
15. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following

Message from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r . P r e s id e n t —  ^ , <6 , Jnf

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled A  A \ t

to fu r th e r  am end the i M a r in e  A c t  1890/ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Fegislat 
Assembly have agreed to the further amendment made by the Legislative Connedf on the 11 
meet made by the Legislative Assembly on the Council’s atnendmen m oh.use, , and * a t  ^ ey  do 
not insist on disagreeing with the amendment made and insisted on by the Leg sa t C o ^ O n
the same clause, but have agreed to the same with further amendments, with which they desire the
concurrence of the Legislative Council. p q MASON,

' . . Speaker.
Legislative Assembly,

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900i



And the said amendment was read, and is as follows :—

Amendment made b3'  the -n- ,T „ . t v., How dealt with.-Legislative Council.

w ,• , 0 . .. .. , , ( Disagreed with by further amendments made In
Clause 7, Imes 43-4 om.t “ the j th* AssemM" lac0  of Ul6 words omitted in„

property of such 7 and insisted »er t t h e  property of the

Disagreement not insisted on by 
the Assembly, but the following

owner or. by the Council.
property 

owner so convicted or,” and after 
“ master” (line 45) add “ so 
convicted.”

On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council agreed to the further amendments made 
by the Legislative Assembly on an amendment of the Legislative Council in this Bill, and ordered 
a Message to be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

16. S t a t e  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read—the Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with an amendment.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole be

taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“  A n  A c t  re la ting  to S ta te  School 'Teachers,'''

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with an amendment, and requesting their 
' concurrence therein.

17. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r . — The following Message from His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor was presented by the Honorable J. M. Davies, and the same 
was read by the Honorable the President :—

JOHN MADDEN,
Lieutenant-G overnor o f  V ictoria . M essage N o.  13.

The Lieutenant-Governor informs the Legislative Council that ho has, on this day, at the 
Law Courts, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented 
to him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

i( A n  A c t  to sanction the issue a n d  ap p lica tio n  o f  certa in  sum s o f  M oney f o r  W ater Su p p ly  in 
C ountry D is tr ic ts .”

“ A n  A c t  to in d em n ify  the C ouncillors o f  various M u n ic ip a litie s  f o r  borrowing M oneys by Over­
d ra fts  on B a n kers  f o r  the purposes o f  their h fu n ic ip o litie s  con tra ry  to the pwoGsions o f  the 
‘ L oca l G overnm ent A c t  1890.’ ”

“ A n  A c t to authorize the E x p e n d itu re  o f  certa in  sum s o f  M oney ava ilab le  under Loan  A cts fo r  
R a ilw a y s .”

“ A n  A c t  to fu r th e r  am end the ‘ M in in g  D evelopm ent A c t  1896/ ”
“ A n  A c t  to fu r th e r  am end  the ‘ R cu lw ay  a n d  P ub lic  W o rks  L o a n  A p p lica tio n  A c t  1898.” ’
“ A n  A c t to provide f o r  the S a le  o f  certa in  L a n d s  set a p a rt as a S ite  f o r  a  M echanics' In s titu te  at 

H a m ilto n .”

“ A n  A c t to revive continue and, amend, the Incom e T a x  A c ts  a n d  declare the R a tes o f  Income T ax  
thereunder f o r  the Year ending on the th ir ty -firs t d a y  o f  D ecember One thousand nine hundred.”

“  A n  A c t to fu r th e r  am end the ‘ L o ca l G overnm ent A c t  1890/ ”

“ An, A c t to p rovide  f o r  the creation, o f  a Corporate B o d y  in w hich p roperty  belonging to the 
C ongregational College o f  V ictoria  m ay be vested  a n d  f o r  declaring  the T ru s ts  on which same 
is to be h e ld P

Law Courts,
Melbourne, 8 th February, 1900.



18‘ %Mri«emb^!rTI,° PresiJent ‘“U,00Uced t,,e voce!l,t »f «» “ 'owing
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

tion f r o m ^ h ^ t ^ ^ e/ Sv mv ly t n n a m i t ^  the Legislative Council the accompanying communica- 
A ? t  w  ,7 7 \ l u ] f n} e n t s > call>ng attention to a clerical error in the Bill intituled “ A n

A c t  t o  f w t h e i  a m e n d  t h e  L a n d  A c t s ,  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative
npS«e™ Z » a.V0 v gl’e« i iat i S lU ih  error corrected by the insertion of the words “ to a s” instead 
Council H1 11116 clause 18, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative

t • w  a F. C. MASON,Legislative Assembly Speaker.
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.

Parliament House, 
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.

S i r ,

* cl° myse^ tlie honour to report, in conformity with the Joint Standing Order No. 2 1 , that 
t ie  following clerical error has been discovered in the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to  f u r t h e r  a m e n d  t h e  
L a n d  A c t s  —

In clause 18, line 27, the words “  as to '5 have been inserted instead of the words “ to as.”
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
The Honorable the Speaker, GEO. FI. JENK INS,

&c., &c., &c. Clerk of the Parliaments.
On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council concurred with the Legislative Assembly 

in the correction of the clerical error discovered in the Land Acts further Amendment Bill, and 
ordered a Message to be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

19. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to  

a m e n d  t h e  ‘ W a t e r  A c t  1890/ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
insist on their amendments in new clause A, disagreed with by the Legislative Council, but have 
made a further amendment in the said clause ; that they insist on disagreeing with some of the 
amendments in the Bill made and insisted on by the Legislative Council, but do not insist on dis­
agreeing with others of the said amendments, and that they have made amendments in some of the 
amendments insisted on by the Legislative Council, with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.
Ordered— That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration this day.

20. P a p e r . —The Honorable J. M. Davies presented, by command of His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor—

Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1898.—Appendix to Part IV .— 
Population.— Municipal Finances.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

21. H a w k e r s  a n d  P e d l e r s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —The Order of the Day for the consideration of
the amendments made and insisted on by the Legislative Council in this Bill and disagreed with by 
the Legislative Assembly, having been read—the said amendments were read, and are as follow :—

Clause 2 , line 1 0 , omit “ during the last two years.”
„ line 1 1 , omit “ twelve ” and insert “ three.”
„ same line, omit “ Victoria ” and insert “ Australasia; and.”
„ sub-clause ( h ) ,  omit this sub-clause.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the Council do not now insist on 1 heir amendments.
Question—-put and negatived.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message_ acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council still insist on their amendments in this Bill with which the Legislative 
Assembly have disagreed.

22 . M eat S upervisio n  B ill .— T he Order of the Day for the consideration of the amendments made in
this Bill by the Legislative Assembly having been read—the said amendments were read, and are 
as follow :—

Clause 1 , line 5, omit “ 1899,” insert “ 1900.”
line 6 , omit “ January,” insert “ March.”

Clause 2, line 13, after “ animals ” insert “ or meat.”
(page 2 ), line 2 1 , after “ shop ” insert “ house place.”

Clause 4 (page 3), line 6 , after “ Boroondara ” insert “ Preston.’
Clause 6 , line” 13, omit “ Except where it is expressly provided to the contrary.'’



Clause 7, line 20, after “ appointed ” insert “ as hereinafter in this Act provided.”
„ line 3 4 , after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 3 5 , after “ abattoirs” insert “ or appointed place's.”

Clause 8 , line 6 , after “ abattoir” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 7 , after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 1 2 , after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 14, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 15, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 23, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 25, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or in which such appointed place is situated.’’

Clause 9, line 28, after “ abattoir” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 29, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or place.”
„ line 30, after “ carcasses ” insert “ and meat.”
„ line 31, after “ abattoir” insert “ or place.”
„ line 3 9 , after “ abattoir” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 3 9 , after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.”

Clause 10 , line 44, after “ abattoir” insert “ or place.”
Clause 11, line 8 , after “ abattoir” insert “ or place.”

„ line 13, after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.”
„ line 14, after “ into ” insert “ or direct the cutting into.”
„ line 15, after “ carcass ” insert “ or meat.”

Clause 12, line 27, at end of clause add “ or (c) a slaughter-house or place or premises for
slaughtering cattle in use as such within the limits of any city town or 
borough (other than Melbourne) before and on the first day of October One 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three and which has so continued ever 
since.”

Clause 15, line 34, after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.”
Clause 16, line 41, after “ abattoir” insert “ or appointed place.”

„ line 42, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
Clause 17, omit this clause.
Clause 18, line 20, after “ abattoir” insert “ or slaughter-house.”
Clause 21, lines 35-38, omit these lines.
Clause 26, line 30, after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”

„ line 3 3 , after “ abattoir ” insert “ or appointed place.”
Clause 27, line 34, after “ abattoir” insert “ or appointed place.”

„ line 3 7 , after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.”
„ line 38, after “ abattoir” insert “ or appointed place.”
„ line 40, after “ carcass ” insert “ or meat.”
„ line 42, after “ carcass ” insert “ or meat.”

Clause 28, line 3, omit “ within the meat area.”
„ line 4, after “ Board ” insert “ (in this Act referred to as appointed place or places).” 
„ line 9, before “ meat” insert “ carcass or.”
„ line 9, after “ b e” insert “ examined and.”

Clause 29, line 11, after “ selling ” insert “ animals ” ; and after “ slaughtering animals ” insert
“ other than swine to be cured for bacon.”

„ line 12 , after “ carcasses ” insert “or meat.”
„ line 14, after “ sells ” insert “ animals” ; and after “ slaughter animals” insert

“ other than swine to be cured for bacon.”
„ line 15, after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.”

Clause 31, line 30, omit “ three,” insert “six.”
„ line 2 (page 1 0 ), after “ place” insert “ appointed.”

Clause 32, line 41, after “ carcass” insert “ or meat.”
„ line 45, before “ meat” insert “ carcass or.”

Clause 33, omit “ three,” insert “ six.”
Clause 34, line 11, after “ carcass ” insert “ or meat.”

„ line 14, after “ carcass” insert “ or any meat.”
Clause 36, line 25, after “ council” insert “ or justices.”
Clause 38, line 4, after “ storing ” insert “ carcasses or.”
Clause 45 (page 14), line 14, after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.”

„ line 34, after “ condemned ” insert “ carcasses or.”
„ line 39, before “ meat” insert “ carcasses or.”
„ line 41, omit “ meat,” insert “ the same.”
„ line 47, after “ carcasses ” insert “ or meat.-”
„ (page 15), line 5, before “ m eat” insert “ carcasses or.”
„ line 18, before “ meat ” insert “ carcasses or.”
„ line 2 2 , before “ meat” insert “ carcasses or.”
„ (page 16), line 4, after “ carcasses” insert “ or meat.”
„ „ line 1 0 , after “ carcass” insert “ or meat.”

On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council agreed to the several amendments made 
in this Bill by the Legislative Assembly, and ordered a Message to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Assembly acquainting them therewith.

23. Companies A ct 1890 further A mendment B ill.— T he Order of the Day for the second reading 
of this Bill having been read— the Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned until this day.
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24. O r d e r  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  R e s c i n d e d . —The Honorable S. W. Cooke moved, by leave, That the
Order of the Council of the 6 th February instant, referring the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus 
Company’s Act 1883 further Amendment Bill to a Select Committee, be read and rescinded. 

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

25. M e l b o u r n e  T r a m w a y  a n d  O m n ib u s  C o m p a n y ’s A c t  1883 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —The
Honorable S. W. Cooke moved, by leave, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the 
whole.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable S. W. Cooke, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with an amendment.
The Honorable Lieut-Col, Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee

of the whole be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the Council adopted the Report from 

the Committee of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, the Bill was read a third 

time and passed.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, That the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n  A c t  to fu r th e r  am end  i The  M elbourne T ra m w a y  a n d  O m nibus C om pany's A c t  1883/ ” 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with an amendment, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

26. C o m p a n i e s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the resumption of
the debate on the question, That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the

whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with an amendment.
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, by leave, That the Report from the Committee of the whole 

be taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 

of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J. M. Davies, the B ill was read a third time and passed 
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the Bill:—

“ A n  A c t  to fu r th e r  am end  the  6 C om panies A c t  1890/ ”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with an amendment, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

27. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative^ Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  

r e l a t i n g  t o  S t a t e  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s ,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendment made in such Bill by the Legislative Council.

J  F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, . ^Pea

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900.

28. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A ssE M B L Y .-T he President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :

P r e s i d e n t *-
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to  

f u r t h e r  Z ^ n d  I  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  ih o p s  A c t s ?  an d  acquaint the L eg is ta je  Counci ^ a t thej ha 
concurred with the Council in agreeing to  the reco m m en d a tio n s  of the Fiee Confeience on the said

Bill. p . C. MASON,
, . Speaker,

Legislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 14th February, I960.



2 9 .  W a t e r  A c t  1 8 9 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —The Order o f  the Day for the consideration of the amend­
ments mode and insisted on by the Legislative Council in this Bill and disagreed with by the 
Legislative Assembly, or agreed to with amendments, having been read— the said amendments were 
rcn.i and are as follow : —

Division in to  
ridings of 
W aterworks 
Districts.

begin to  take 
effect.

rent
A m en d m en ts  made by the Leg is la t ive  Council.

(4) After clause 6  insert the following new clause :—
A. (1) The Governor in Council may upon 

the application of any Waterworks 
Trust by Order declare that the 
district of any Waterworks Trust whether 
created before or after the commencement of 
this Act shall for the purpose of the election 
of commissioners of such T rust be divided 
into ridings, and may upon such application by 
Order fix the boundaries of such ridings, or 
from time to time alter such ridings and boun­
daries, and may upon such application at any 
time vary or repeal any such Order.

(2) When any Order is made dividing w h en  Oi-der to
any district into ridings such 
Order, except so far as may be 
necessary or expedient for the purpose of enabling 
the commissioners for such ridings to be elected 
prior to such date, shall not take effect until a 
date fixed in such Order, when all the commis­
sioners for the district whether elected or 
appointed shall go out of office.

(3) In  any such Order as aforesaid the
Governor in Council shall deter­
mine the number of commissioners 
(whether one or more) of the Trust 
of the district so divided into 
ridings to be from time to time elected for each 
of such ridings and the period for which such 
commissioners shall hold office.

(4) No person shall be eligible for
election as a commissioner of a 
Waterworks T rust for any riding 
unless he be the owner or an occu­
pier under lease of land situated within such 
riding, and no person except as aforesaid shall 
continue to be a commissioner of such Trust for 
such riding after he has ceased to be the owner 
or an occupier under lease of land within such 
riding.

(o) The qualification for electors of 
commissioners of a Waterworks 
T rust for any riding and the 
number of votes in respect of such qualification 
shall be the same as the qualification provided 
for electors of commissioners in the last pre­
ceding section of this Act, save and except 
only that the land in respect of which the 
elector for a riding shall be qualified to vote 
shall be land within such riding, and if an 
elector possesses a qualification in respect of 
land situate in two or more ridings he shall 
be entitled to vote only in respect of the land 
within one riding, and he shall intimate to 
the returning officer for which riding he deter­
mines to exercise his franchise.

(6 ) All the provisions of the W ater
Acts relating to commissioners of 
Waterworks Trusts, and relating 
to the election of such commis­
sioners shall so far as is consistent 
with this section apply to commissioners of a 
Trust to be elected for a district divided into 
ridings under this section, and to the election of 
any such commissioners.

(7) This section does not apply to urban Npn-appiica-
divisions or to commissioners 
therefor.

How dealt with.

N um ber and 
ten u re  of com­
m issioners for 
each riding.

Comp. No. 1156 
ss. 182, 191.

Qualification of 
commissioners 
for riding.

Ib. ss. 1.92, 202.

Qualification of 
electors for 
riding.

Provisions of 
Principal Act 
to  apply  to  
commissioners 
of T rusts 
elected for 
ridings.

tien  to  urban  
divisions.

Agreed to by the Assembly 
with the following amend­
ments in sub-section ( 1 ) :—■ 
Lines 1, 2, and 3, omit 
“ upon the application of 
any Waterworks T ru s t” ; 
line 8 , omit “ upon such 
application ; line 1 1 , omit 
“ upon such application.”

Amendments of the Assembly 
disagreed with by the 
Council.

Amendments insisted on by 
the Assembly, but the fol­
lowing further amendment 
made :—In place of the 
words “ upon the applica­
tion of any Waterworks 
T ru s t” (omitted) insert 
“ upon a petition by not less 
than one-fourth of the per­
sons liable to be rated.”

(8 ) Clause 36, sub-clause (2), at end of sub-clause add :—“ Pro- j Disagreed with by the As- 
vided that the Governor in Council shall not / sembly and insisted on by 
make any such Order in Council while and so V the Council, 
long as the amount suspended under any previous 1 Disagreement insisted on by 
Order in Council remains unpaid.” J the Assembly.



(16) Clause 0 8 , after sub-clause (4) insert the following new sub­
clause :—

( 4 a )  In  any case where under the W ater Acts any 
property is chargeable with rates to any Trust 
the secretary of such Trust shall upon the 
application of any person in writing addressed 
to such secretary stating in such application 
the particulars of the property in respect of 
which information is required as to the rates 
due or payable thereon and upon payment 
of a fee of One shilling forthwith sign and 
give to such applicant or send by registered 
letter by post to the person so applying (whose 
name and address shall be stated in such appli­
cation) a certificate in writing signed by such 
secretary, in which certificate it shall be stated 
what (if any) rates are due or payable to such 
T rust in respect of such property with the 
particulars of such rates and when the same 
became due or payable or that no such rates 
are then due or payable as the case may be.
The production of such certificate so signed 
shall for all purposes whatsoever be deemed 
conclusive proof that at the date thereof no 
rates were due or payable to such Trust other 

_ than those stated in such certificate in respect 
of such property. j

fDisagreed with by the A s­
sembly and insisted on by 
the Council.

Disagreement insisted on by 
the Assembly, but the fol­
lowing further amendment 
made :—After “ may ” insert 
“ upon a petition by not less 
than one-fourth of the per­
sons liable to be. rated.”

0 _ „ „ . , r  f Disagreed with by the As-line 35, after may insert upon such apphca- j se= b|y an(] insi'sted on by
,.Uou- ( ( „ .  (, 1 ■{ the Council,line 37, after “ may insert “ upon such a p p li^  Disagreement insisted on by

I the Assembly.

Disagreed with by the A s­
sembly and insisted on by 
the Council.

Disagreement not insisted on 
by the Assembly, but new 
sub-clause ( 4 a )  agreed to 
with the following amend­
ments:—Line 3, omit “ sec­
retary of such” ; line 5, omit 
“ such” (where first occur­
ring) and insert “ the ; ” 
line 9, omit “ sign ” and 
insert “ procure” ; lines 13- 
14, omit “ signed by such 
secretary” and insert “ under 
the seal of the Trust ” ; line 
2 0 , omit “ signed ” and insert 
“ sealed.”

(18) Clause 79, line 32, after “ may 
tion of any Trust.”

insert “ upon the applica-

( « )

(20)
cation.

(27) Clause 126, after sub-clause (4) insert the following new sub­
clause :—■

( 4 a )  In any case where under the W ater Acts any 
properly is chargeable with rates to any Trust 
the secretary of such Trust shall upon the 
application of any person in writing addressed 
to such secretary stating in such application the 
particulars of the property in respect of which 
information is required as to the rates due or 
payable thereon and upon payment of a fee of 
One shilling forthwith sign and give to such 
applicant or send by registered letter by post 
to the person so applying (whose name and 
address shall be stated in such application) a 
certificate in writing signed by such secretary, }> 
in which certificate it shall be stated what (if 
any) rates are due or payable to such Trust in 
respect of such property with the particulars 
of such rates and when the same became due 
or payable or that no such rates are then due or 
payable as the case may be. The production 
of such certificate so signed shall for all pur­
poses whatsoever be deemed conclusive proof 
that at the date thereof no rates were due or 
payable to such T rust other than those stated 
in such certificate in respect of such property.

(29) Clause 130, sub-clause (2), at end of sub-clause add :—“ P ro -) Disagreed with by the As-
V ; vided that the Governor in Council shall not | sembly and insisted on by

make any such Order in Council while and so the Council. _ 
long as the amount suspended under any pre- | Disagreement insisted on by 
vious Order in Council remains unpaid.” J the Assembly.

Disagreed with by the A s­
sembly and insisted on by 
the Council.

Disagreement not insisted on 
by the Assembly, but new 
sub-clause ( 4 a )  agreed to 
with the following amend­
ments :—Line 3, omit “ sec­
retary of such” ; line 0 , omit 
“ such ” (where first occur­
ring) and insert “ the ” ; 
line 9,  omit “ sign ” and 
insert “ procure” ; line 13, 
omit “ signed by such secre­
tary ” and insert “ under 
the seal of the Trust ” ; 
line 2 0 , omit “ signed ” 
and insert “ sealed.”



The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the Council do not insist on disagreeing with the 
amendments of the Legislative Assembly in amendment 4, and that they agree to the further 
amendments made by the Legislative Assembly in the said amendment.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable E. Miller moved, as an amendment, T hat the word “ one-fourth” be omitted from the 

further amendment w ith a view to insert in place thereof the word “ one-half.”
Debate continued.
Question— T hat the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the further amendment—put and 

negatived.
Question— T hat the word proposed to be inserted in place of the word omitted be so inserted—put 

and resolved in the affirmative.
Resolved— T hat the Council do not insist on disagreeing with the amendments of the Legislative 

Assembly in amendment 4, and that they agree to the further amendments made by the Legislative 
Assembly in the said amendment as amended.

Amendment 8  still insisted on.
Amendments of the Legislative Assembly in amendment 16 agreed to.
Amendment 18 not now insisted on, and the further amendment of the Legislative Assembly agreed to 

with the omission of the word “ one-fourth ” and the insertion of the word “ one-half ” in place 
thereof.

Amendments 19 and 20 still insisted on.
Amendments of the Legislative Assembly in amendment 27 agreed to.
Amendment 29 still insisted on.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to some of the amendments of the Legislative Assembly 
on amendments of the Legislative Council, have agreed to other amendments of the Legislative 
Assembly on amendments of the Legislative Council with amendments, and still insist on some of 
their amendments disagreed with by the Legislative Assembly, and desiring the concurrence of the 
Legislative Assembly therein.

30. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
■prohibit Indecent or Obscene Advertisements A  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council.-

Legislative Assembly, F. C. MASON,
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900. Speaker.

31. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r .  P r e s i d e n t — ■

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
further amend the i Companies A ct 1890/ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendment made in such Bill by the Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly, F. C. MASON,
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900. Speaker.

32. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to
. continue the 1 Vegetation Diseases Act 1896,’ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legis­

lative Assembly have agreed to the same without amendment.
Legislative Assembly, F . C. M ASON,

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900. Speaker.

33. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled 11 A n  Act 
relating to certain genercd rules and orders made under the ‘ Companies Act 1896/ ” and acquaint the 
Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the same without amendment. 

Legislative Assembly, F. C. MASON,
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900. Speaker.

34. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r .  P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to 
further amend 6 The Melbourne Tramioay and Omnibus Company'''s Act 1883/ ” and acquaint the 
Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendment made in such Bill 
by the Legislative Council with an amendment, w ith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly, F. C. M ASON,
Melbourne, 14th February, 1900. Speaker.



Agreed to with the addition? 
of the following proviso:— 
“ Provided farther that forty- 
eight hours shall he the 
ordinary working time in 
each week.”

A n d  the said amendment was read, and'is-as follows
Amendment made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with by the

- < Legislative Assembly.
Clause 2, o m it th is  c lau se  a n d  in s e r t  th e  fo llo w in g  new  c lau se  :— "]

A. From and after the 31st day of March, 1900, section 
62 of the Act No.. 765 shall be repealed and the 
following shall be substituted therefor and be read 
as part of the said Act, viz. :— “ The days of labour 
of any person employed by the company as a driver 
or conductor of any tvamcar or of the animals work­
ing any tram car shall be eight hours, but any person 

• so employed may work for the company overtime for
a special rate of wages at one-fourth more per hour 
than the ordinary hourly rate of wages for the time 
being paid to such person. Provided that no person 
so employed shall in any case work for the company 
more than sixty hours in any one week, and the 
company shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
Five pounds for each and every breach of this section.” j  

On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood the Council disagreed with the 
amendment made by the Legislative Assembly on the amendment of the Legislative Council in 
this Bill, and ordered the Bill to be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message 
acquainting them therewith.

35. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .—The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 

amend the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890 ’ with regard to the Boundaries o f the Eastern and Central 
Bailiwicks,” with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, - . Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th February, 1900,
36. B a i l i w i c k s  B o u n d a r i e s  B i l l .— The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, That the Bill transmitted by

the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act to amend the 1 Supreme Court Act 1890 ’ ivith regard to the 
" Boundaries o f the Eastern and Central Bailiwicks,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
-leave, to be read a second time this day.

37. L i c e n c e s  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been
read—the Honorable J . M. Davies moved. That this Bill be now read a second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
'And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable J. M. Davies moved, That the following be the title of the B ill : —

“ An Act to validate certain IAcences and fo r  other purposes.”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.
38. B a i l i w i c k s  B o u n d a r i e s  B i l l . —The Order of the Day for the second reading oi this Bill having

been read— the Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable- D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative. s , .

■ And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the
Council n-solved itself into Committee. ~ .

The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the
Report to be taken into consideration this day. nf

- On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Comrni

- Anfon& e t o t t e r  motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill w a s  read a third time and passed.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That the following be the title of the B ill.

uA n Act t0 amend the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890’ with regard to the Boundaries o f the Eastern and
Centred Bailiwicks.'”

8 X t T r f h t t a adMeSs tVoeed he t a n " "  the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 
Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.



39. P a r l i a m e n t a r y  S t a n d i n g - C o m m i t t e e  o n  R a i l w a y s .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, by
leave, That the Honorable Frederick Sheppard Grimwade be appointed a Member of the 

, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And the Council having continued to sit till after Twelve of the clock—

T H U R SD A Y , I o t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1900.

40. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r .  P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act 

authorizing the State to acquire certain Patent and other Rights relating to the Extraction o f Gold and 
Silver by the Cyanide Process with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly, F . C. M ASON,
Melbourne, lo th  February, 1900. Speaker.

41. C y a n i d e  P a t e n t  R i g h t s  P u r c h a s e  B i l l . —The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, That the Bill
transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ An Act authorizing the State to acquire certain 
Patent and other Rights relating to the Extraction o f Gold and Silver by the Cyanide Process,’3 be now 
read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read o second time this day.

The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same with amendments. - 
The Honorable J . M. Davies moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J.- M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill :—

“ A n A ct authorizing the State to acquire certain Patent and other Rights relating to the Extraction 
o f Gold and Silver by the Cyanide Process .”

Question —put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

42. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to 

further amend ‘ The Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s A ct 1883,’ 33 and acquaint the 
Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly do not insist on their amendment on the 
amendment made by the Legislative Council in this Bill, but have made a further amendment in 
lieu thereof, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly, F. C. MASON,
Melbourne, lo th  February, 1900. . Speaker.

And the said amendment was read, and is as follows :—
A m endm ent made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with.

Clause 2, omit this clause and insert the following new 
clause :—

A. From and after the 31st day of March, 1900, 
section 62 of the A ct No. 765 shall be repealed 
and the following shall be substituted therefor 
and be read as part of the said Act, viz. :—
“ The days of labour of any person employed 
by the company as a driver or conductor of any 
tram car or of the animals working any tram-
car shall be eight hours but any person so ^ .j

Agreed to by the Assembly 
with the addition of the fol­
lowing proviso:—“ Provided 
further that forty-eight hours 
shall be the ordinary working 
time in each week.” 

Amendment of the Assembly 
disagreed with by the Coun­

employed may work for the company overtime 
for a special rate of wages at one-fourth more 
per hour than the ordinary hourly rate of wages 
for the time being paid to such person. P ro­
vided that no person so employed shall in any 
case work for the company more than sixty 
hours in any one week and the company shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding Five pounds 
for each and every breach of this section.” J

Amendment not insisted on by 
the Assembly, but the fol­
lowing words added to the 
clause :— “ Provided further 
that each employe shall have 
one day’s rest out of each 
seven days.”
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. I n i  T  I K Htf no; al)lelLl.euL-CoL Sir F - T - Sargood the Council disagreed with the further 
nml n r? f t  tb® /fS 1.131̂ 6  A sf mh]y  on the amendment of the Legislative Council in this

them therewith returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting

43. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly b

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

7 T he leg islative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to 
amend the ‘ Water Act 1̂890/ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
do not now insist on disagreeing with certain of the amendments still insisted on by the Legislative 
Council, and have agreed to the further amendments made by the Legislative Council in the 
Assembly's amendments in new clause A and in clause 79.

. . .  F. C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, lo th  February, 1900.

44. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act to 
further amend ‘ The Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company’s Act 1883/ ” and acquaint the 

- Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly insist on their further amendment on the 
amendment made by the Legislative Council in this Bill with which the Legislative Council have 
disagreed.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, lo th  February, 1900.

45. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n Act 
authorizing the State to acquire certain Patent and other Rights relating to the Extraction o f Gold and 
Silver by the Cyanide Process’’ and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
have agreed to one of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, and have 
agreed to another of the said amendments with amendments, with which they desire the concurrence 
of the Legislative Council.

F . C. M ASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 15th February, 1900.

And the said amendment was read, and is as follows :—
How dealt w ith by the

Am endm ent made by the Legislative Council. Legislative Assembly.
Insert the following new clause :—

A. Notwithstanding anything herein contained this Act 
shall not take effect until and unless the company 
enter into an agreement with the Minister of Mines to 
permit the Minister to exercise and enforce within 
Victoria on behalf of Her Majesty all the rights of 
the company under letters patent in Victoria dated passing of this Act ; omit 
the twenty-fourth day of August One thousand [ “ and letters patent dated the 
eight hundred and ninety-three and numbered 10756 1 ' 1P' 1 1 ^  T rx"~
and letters patent dated the tenth day of July One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-four and num­
bered 11497 and letters patent dated the twelfth 
day o!' June One thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
five and numbered 12265. J

On the motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies the Council disagreed with the amendment of the 
Legislative Assembly to omit certain words from new clause A in this Bill, and agreed to the 
amendment to insert other words, but to insert such words at the end of the clause,-and ordeied 
the Bill to be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them theiem  i.

46. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . - T I i o  P re s id e n t an n o u n ced  th e  re c e ip t of th e  fo llo w in g
M e ssa g e  from  th e  L e g is la tiv e  A sse m b ly :

M r . P r e s i d e n t —  . ,
T h e  L eo -L la tivo  A sse m b ly  tr a n s m it to  th e  L e g is la tiv e  C o u n cil a  B ill in t i tu le d  A n  Act to

Legislative Council. p  c  j j  A SON,
Speaker,

L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b ly , ,  “
M e lb o u rn e , 1 5 th  F e b ru a ry , 1900 .

Agreed to with the follow­
ing amendments : — After 
“ 11497 ” insert “ for a 
period of five years from the

twelfth day of June One 
thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-five and numbered 
12265.”



47. V i c t o r i a n  M i l i t a r y  C o n t i n g e n t  B i l l  ( N o .  3).— The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the
Bill transmitted by the foregoing Message, intituled “A n  Act to -provide fo r  the government discipline 
and maintenance o f a Third Victorian Contingent fo r  service with Her Majesty’s Regular Forces in 
South Africa,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the alfirmative.— Bill read a first time, oi’dered to be printed and, by 
leave, to be read a second time this day.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable D. Melville moved, That this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F. Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Melville, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the following be the title of the B ill:—

“ A n  Act to provide fo r  the government discipline and maintenance o f a Third Victorian Contingent 
fo r service with Her Majesty’s Regular Forces in South Africa.”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the; 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

48. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled An Act 
authorizing the State to acquire certain Patent and other rights relating to the Extraction o f Gold and' 
Silver by the Cyanide Process,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
do not insist on their amendment to omit certain words from new clause A, disagreed with by the- 
Legislative Council, and have agreed to the further amendment made by the Legislative Council in 
the said clause.

F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 15th February, 1900.

49. A d j o u r n m e n t . — The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising, adjounr
until Tuesday next, at half-past one o’clock.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at twenty-seven minutes past five o’clock in the morning, adjourned until Tuesday 
next.

GEORGE H. JE N K IN S,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.
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No. 47.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 0 t h  FEBRUARY, 1900.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  I I i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t - G - o v e r n o i i . — The following Message from His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor was presented hy the Honorable J . M. Davies, and the same 
was read by the Honorable the P residen t:—

JO H N  M ADDEN,
Lieutenant-Governor. Message No. 14.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act the Lieutenant-Governor 
transmits to the Legislative Council, for their consideration, the following amendments which he 
desires to be made in the Bill intituled “ An Act for the proper supervision o f the Slaughtering o f 
Animals and the Sale o f Meat and for other purposes ” ;—■

Clause 9, last line but one, after “ abatto ir” insert “ or place.”
Clause 44, page 14, last line but seven, after “ th e ” omit “ the.”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 19th February, 1900.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council agreed to the several amendments recom­
mended by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and ordered the Message to be transmitted to 
the Legislative Assembly with a Message requesting their concurrence therein.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Message from IIis Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor recommending an amendment in the Bill intituled “An Act to further 
amend the ‘Companies Act 1890,” ’ and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendment recommended by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
in this Bill, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th February, 1900.
JO H N  MADDEN,

Lieutenant- Governor.
Pursuant to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act the Lieutenant-Goveinoi 

transmits to the Legislative Assembly, for their consideration, the following amendment which he 
desires to be made in the Bill intituled “ A n Act to further amend the ‘ Companies Act 1890

Clause 2, omit “ Part,” substitute “ Division.”
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 19th February, 1900.
On the motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies the Council agreed to the amendment recommended by 

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and ordered a Message to be transmitted to the Legis­
lative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

(200 copies.)



6 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Message from His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor recommending an amendment in the Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
to further amend the 1 Marine Act 1890,’ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative 
Assembty have agreed to the amendment recommended by Ilis  Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
in this Bill, with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th February, 1900.

JO H N  M AD D EN,
Lieutenan t-Governor.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act the Lieutenant-Governor 
transmits to the Legislative Assembly, for their consideration, the following amendment which ho 
desires to be made in the Bill intituled “ An Act to further amend the c Marine Act 1890 ’ —

In  clause 1 , omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 19th February, 1900.
On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council agreed to the amendment recommended by 

H is Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and ordered a Message to be transmitted to the 
Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

7 .  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Message from His Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor recommending amendments in the Bill intituled “ A n Act to further amend 
the Factories and Shops A c ts f  and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
have agreed to the several amendments recommended by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor 
in this Bill, w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th February, ] 900.

JO H N  M A D D EN ,
Lieutenant-Governor.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act the Lieutenant-Governor 
transmits to the Legislative Assembly, for their consideration, the following amendments which he 
desires to be made in the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to further amend the Factories and Shoj)s Acts —

Clause 1, omit “ M arch,” substitute “ M ay /’
Clause 15, page 6 , sub-clause ( 8 ), fifth line of sub-clause, before “ o n ly” insert “ or rate.” 
Clause 15, page 6 , sub-clause ( 8 ), seventh line of sub-clause, after “ wages ” insert “ price or.” 
Clause 15, page 9, sub-clause (2 1 ), omit “ (17) or (18),” substitute “ (19) or (2 0 ) .”
Clause 18, third line of clause, omit “ are,” substitute “ is.”
Clause 18, fourth and fifth lines of clause, omit “ is carried on.”
Clause 24, fifth line of clause, omit “ for,” substitute “ of.”
Clause 27, last two lines, omit “ one to the other.”
Clause 35, after last word “ section”  add “ and the said section shall be deemed to authorize 

the making of regulations limiting the hours of employment of such billiard- 
markers or waiters of any age whatsoever.”

Clause 46, omit “ each,” substitute “ any.”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 19th February, 1900.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council agreed to the several amendments recom­
mended by Ilis Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and ordered a Message to be transmitted to 
the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

8 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Message from His Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor recommending amendments in the Bill intituled “ A n Act to. amend the 
1 11 ater Act 1890,’ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed 
to the several amendments recommended by H is Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in this Bill, 
with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

Legislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 2 0 th February, 1900.

F. C. MASON,
Speaker.



169

JO H N  M ADDEN,
Lieutenant- Governor.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act the Lieutenant-Governor 
transmits to the Legislative Assembly, for their consideration, the following amendments which he 
desires to be made m the Bill intituled “ An Act to amend the ‘ Water Act 1890’ ”

Clause 1 , omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”
Clause 43, omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”
Clause 64* page 24, after “ Trust ” insert “ District.”
Clause 136, page 46, sub-clause (2 ), omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”
Clause 142, page 47, after “ T ru s t” insert “ District.”
Clause 158, sub-clause (2 ), before “ this ” omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”
Clause 160, page 53, omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”
First Schedule, omit “ 1899,” substitute “ 1900.”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 19th February, 1900.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council agreed to the several amendments recom­
mended by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and ordered a Message to be transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly acquainting them therewith.

9. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . —The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a copy of two resolutions 

which have been passed by the Legislative Assembly this day, and request the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council therein.

T . , F . C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th February, 1900.
And the said resolutions were read, and are as follow:—

That the Parliament of Victoria records its high appreciation of the magnificent services 
rendered to our Queen and Empire by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, V.C., in South Africa. By 
his recent successes against the enemy His Lordship has not only added distinction to his illustrious 
military career, but at the same time has upheld the honour and prestige of the British Empire.

That His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor be respectfully requested to transmit the 
foregoing resolution, by cable, to Field Marshal Lord Roberts, V.C.

On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, after debate, the foregoing resolutions were agreed to, 
and a Message was ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them there­
with.

1 0 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Message from His Excellency 

the Lieutenant-Governor recommending amendments in the Bill intituled “ An Act for the proper 
supervision o f  the Slaughtering of Animals and the Sale o f  Meat and for other purposes,” and acquaint 
the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the several amendments 
recommended by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in this Bill.

F. C. MASON,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 2 0 th February, 1900.

11. P a p e r s . —The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented, by command of His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor—

Mine Ventilation.— Second Progress Report of the Mine Ventilation Bonus Board.
Royal Commission on Refrigerating Stores and Central Wine Depot.—Report on Refrigerating 

Stores, with Appendices and Synopsis of Evidence.
Severally ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid upon 

the Table by the Clerk :—
Income T ax A cts.—Regulations,
Bank Liabilities and Assets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 30th 

September, 1899.
Regulations under the Land Acts.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.— Statements of Accounts and Balance-sheet, 

together with Schedule of Contracts, for year ended 30th June, 1899.
Post Office Acts 1890 and 1897—

Fees to be charged at Public Telephone Bureaux for conversations by Telephone.
Rates for Press Messages on Country Trunk Telephone Lines.

12. R o y a l  A s s e n t  t o  B i l l s . —His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, at the Parliament House, gave
the Royal Assent to the following Bills :—

“ An Act to further amend the ‘ Companies A ct 1890.’ ”
“ An Act to further amend the ‘Marine Act 1890.’ ”
“ An Act for the proper supervision o f the Slaughtering of Animals and the Sale o f Meat and for  

other purposes.”
« An Act to amend the ‘ Water Act 1890.’ ”
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13. A p p r o a c h  o f  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t i - ie  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r . — The approach of H i s  Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor was announced by the CJsher.

14. R o y a l  A s s e n t  t o  B i l l s . — His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor came into the Council Chamber,
and commanded the Usher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly, who, being come 
with their Speaker, he, after a short speech to His Excellency, delivered the Appropriation Bill 
to the Clerk of the Parliaments, who brought it to the Table.

His Excellency was then pleased to assent to the following Bills :—
“ A n  A ct to apply a sum out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the service o f  the year ending on the 

thirtieth day of June One thousand nine hundred and to appropriate the Supplies granted in 
this Session o f Parliament.”

“ A n  A ct to further amend the Factories and Shops Acts.”
11 An Act to provide fo r the government discipline and maintenance of a Third Victorian Con­

tingent for service with Her Majesty's Regular Forces in South A frica .”
To these Bills the Royal Assent was pronounced severally by the Clerk of the Parliaments in these 

words :—
“ In  the name and on behalf of Her M ajesty I  assent to this A ct.”

15. His Excellency was then pleased to speak as follows :—
M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y :

I t  affords me pleasure to be able to release you from the discharge of your legislative duties 
after an arduous and protracted Session.

The struggle which our Nation is at present waging in South Africa has aroused a spirit of 
deep enthusiasm and patriotism throughout the Empire. I  am rejoiced to think that the Austral­
asian Colonies, though so far distant from the Motherland, have loyally responded to the call to 
share the dangers and responsibilities of the great Empire of which we form a part and whose 
protection we have so long securely enjoyed.

W hilst in despatching our troops we have been moved by sentiments of patriotism and 
national gratitude, the moral effect of our aid to the M other country is of supreme moment in 
binding indissolubly together England and her great Dependencies, and exhibiting to the world the 
spectacle of the splendid solidarity of the British Empire.

Two Contingents from Victoria have already reached the seat of war, and have won the 
high commendation of the Commander-iu-Chief and of the Imperial generals. I  am deeply grieved 
to learn that so many Victorians have already met a soldier’s death on the battle-field. But they 
have fallen nobly in their country’s cause, fighting gallantly to uphold its prowess. By their 
heroism we have been privileged to give evidence, in deeds, of our loyal resolve to do our part 
in manifesting the unity and establishing the peace of the Queen’s dominions. . Active preparations 
are in progress for the despatch of a third Contingent, consisting of men accustomed to bush life, 
wrhose services will, it is expected, prove of exceptional value under the peculiar conditions of war­
fare in South Africa. I  cherish the hope that the war will soon be brought to a triumphant close, 
and result in the establishment, on a permanent basis, of the political and religious rights of those 
of our fellow subjects in South Africa on whose behalf the Empire is in arms.

The near approach of the consummation of Federation is a matter for sincere congratulation. 
The amended Commonwealth Bill having been submitted to the people was approved by an over­
whelming majority. A  Jo in t Address from both Houses was thereupon transmitted to Her Majesty, 
praying that the Bill m ight be enacted by the Im perial Parliament. The Imperial authorities 
having subsequently expressed a desire to have the assistance and advice of representatives from 
the Colonies when the Bill is before Parliament, my Advisers have sent to England, as the Delegate 
of Victoria, Mr. Deakin, who for many years has been an enthusiastic and eloquent advocate of 
Federation. He, in conjunction w ith the representatives of the other federating Colonies, will act 
for Australia in this important matter. In  anticipation of the early passing of the Bill, my Advisers 
will prepare the measures necessary for the establishment of the Commonwealth. We may hope to 
achieve, before the year has closed, the desires of many years of earnest effort, in witnessing the 
birth of a new nation as auspicious in destiny as steadfast in fealty to the English Crown.

The A ct to amend the law relating to Factories will insure a great extension of the benefits 
of legislation for the suppression of sweating and for tho amelioration of the condition of workers.

The purchase of the Wando Vale E sta te  under the provisions contained in Part I I I .  of tho 
Land Act 1898 having received your assent, my Advisers believe that this step, which marks a new 
departure with regard to the settlement of the people on the laud, will prove a successful initiation 
of the principle of the acquisition of private land for closer settlement purposes.

The acquisition by the State of the rights of the patentees of the Cyanide process will bo a 
great public boon in the freedom it secures to the miners of the colony from harassing actions and 
the danger of excessive royalties. In  promoting the further application of the process to low-grade 
deposits and the refuse of the quartz batteries, the more profitable and constant employment of the 
people will be advanced.

By the amending Land Act, to which you have agreed, lessees of grazing areas have been 
granted further advantages in the way of extension of leases and facilities for selection; and a 
concession, which will be highly appreciated by mallec allotment lessees, has been made, "whereby 
negotiable licences and perpetual leases may be issued forthwith, and the holders credited, with past 
rents, residence, and improvements. A more liberal system of classification has been applied to the 
mallee country, and the work of classifying has been already commenced. Lessees will therefore 
be able shortly to learn how their land has been classed, and the rate at which it can be 
purchased.

I t  is gratifying to know that the revenue is showing steady signs of increase, and this fact 
may be accepted as a sure indication of the returning prosperity of the community.
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W n m p t nUmbe,r f  def?Cts in the Poetical working of the laws relating to W ater Supply having 
become^ apparent have been amended by farther legislation. A t the' same time most generous 
concessions have been made to the Water Trusts, many of which bad fallen into arrears in respect 
of overdue interest on their loans from the State. Such substantial relief has been afforded to these 
debtor I  rusts as will, it is hoped, enable them to meet their reduced obligations for the future. 
1  revision has likewise been made for the construction of further works.

The question of the abolition of P lural Voting at elections for Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, which has been before you for many years, has now been settled by the passing of a 
measuie restricting electors to the exercise of one vote.

... , T he Bill to regulate and supervise the slaughter and sale of Meat, to which you have agreed, 
will do much to prevent the spread of disease, and to promote the health of the community.

t is a source of satisfaction to know that there has been during the past few months a great 
development of trade between this colony and the ports of South Africa, The needs of the troops 
and the horses employed m warfare and transport are very great, and such action has been taken by 
my Advisers as has led to contracts being made for the supply from Victoria of large quantities of 
fodder, flour, tinned meat, and other articles of food. Careful supervision is being exercised by the 
Depai tment of Agriculture, so as to prevent produce other than that of the best quality being 
shipped. The course adopted in this respect will, it is believed, lead to a large permanent trade.

Amongst other measures to which you have given your approval may be mentioned the Bill 
to renew the Income T ax ; the Bill to amend the Law relating to State School Teachers ; the Bill 
to prohibit Indecent and Obscene Advertisements ; the Bill to amend the Marine Act ; the Bill to 
amend the Law of Evidence ; and Bills to amend P art I. of the Companies Act 1890.

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e b i e n  o p  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e b i b l y  :

I  thank you in Her M ajesty’s name for the liberal provision you have made for the efficient 
conduct of the service of the State.

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e b i e n  o p  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e b i e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

The measures which were submitted to you for extending the Franchise to Women, for 
making provision for Old-age Pensions, and for the Restriction of undesirable Immigration failed to 
become law. These and other important matters, such as the Usury Bill, the Coal Mines Bill, the 
Infant Life Protection Bill, and the Boilers Inspection Bill, which could not be dealt with during 
the present Session, will receive the attention of my Advisers during the recess, with a view to 
their being again submitted to the consideration of Parliament.

I  desire to express the hope that, with the blessing of Divine Providence, the result of your 
labours may tend to the maintenance and increase of the prosperity and progress of the country and 
to the happiness of all classes of the community.

I  now, in H er M ajesty’s name, declare this Parliament to be prorogued to the 24th day of 
April, 1900, and it is prorogued accordingly.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON RAILWAYS 
(JOINT).

APPOINTED (UNDER ACT No. 1350) 26t h  OCTOBER, 1897.

The Hon. J. H. Abbott #
F. S. Grimwadef

The Hon. D. M elville £ 
E . Morey.

* Appointed in place of the Hon. J . Buchanan (retired by rotation), 6th September, 1898.
t  A ppointed 14th February, 1900, in place of the Hon. D. Melville, who had accepted an office of profit under the 

Crown.
+ Vacated seat on becoming a Responsible Minister of the Crown, 5 th December, 1899.



No.

*

A PPO IN T E D  D U R IN G  TH E SESSIO N  1899-1900.

1 .—A D D R E S S  IN  R E P L Y  TO  T H E  O P E N IN G  S P E E C H  O F H IS  E X C E L L E N C Y  T H E
G O V ER N O R .

Appointed 27 th June, 1899.

The Hon. W . Knox
J .  Y. McDonald 
W. P itt.

T he Hon. J .  M. Davies 
J .  C. Campbell 
T . Dowling 
F . S. G rim wade

N o. 2 ,— S T A N D IN G  O R D E R S. 

Appointed 4th Ju ly , 1899.

T he Hon. T he President 
S. A ustin  
J .  Balfour 
J .  Bell 
S. W. Cooke

T he Hon. N . F itzG erald
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden 
N . Thornley 
S ir H . J .  W rixon.

N o. 3.— P A R L IA M E N T  B U IL D IN G S  (JO IN T ).

A ppointed 4th Ju ly , 1899.

T he Hon. The President j The Hon. W . P itt
J .  H. A bbott ' W. I. W inter-Irv ing.
S. F raser |

N o. 4.— L IB R A R Y  (JO IN T ).

Appointed 4th Ju ly , 1899.

T he Hon. T he P resident I T he Hon. D. Melville*
F . S. Grimwade Sir H . J .  W rixon.
C. J .  Ham  j

V acated  seat by  accepting office of p rofit under the  Crow n. R e-appointed a f te r  re-election, 9th January , 1900.

N o. o.— R E F R E S H M E N T  ROOM S (JO IN T ). 

A ppointed 4 th  Ju ly , 1899.

The Hon. Dr. W. H . Em bling 
E. Morey 
J .  M. P ra tt

The H on. A . 0 . Sachse 
J .  A . W allace.

N o. 6 .— P R IN T IN G . 

Appointed 4th Ju ly , 1899.

The Hon. T he President 
T . B run ton
Sir R. T . II. C larke, Bart.
G. Godfrey
D. Ham

T he Hon. W. K nox 
N . Levi 
P . Phillips 
R. Reid 
J .  S ternberg.
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The Hon. J .  II. Abbott - 
J .  Bell 
F, Brown 
Sir H. Cuthbert

No. 7.—ELEC TIO N S AND Q U A LIFIC A TIO N S.

Appointed (by President’s Warrant) 11th July, 1899.

The Hon. E. Miller 
P. Phillips
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood.

No. 8 .— T R A D IN G  COUPONS A B O LIT IO N  BILL. 

Appointed 18th October, 1899.
The Hon. T . Comrie

J .  M. Davies *
G. Godfrey
D. Ham 
T. C. Harwood 

* Vacated seat by accepting office of profit under the Crown.

The Hon. W. Kuox
W. McCulloch
D. Melville*
A. O. Sachse
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood. 

Re-appointed after re-election, 9 th  January , 1900.

36. b
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S E S S I O N  1 8 9 9 .

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS
IN

COMMITTEE OF TH E W HOLE COUNCIL.

H o . 1 .

UBitracteh from tfje iE t n u f e s .

TUESDA Y , 2 9 t h  AUGUST, 1 8 9 9 .

No. 1.—P o i s o n s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —Clause 4 (as amended) (on recommittal) :—

(3) “ No patent ” or proprietary medicine or any medicine advertised for sale consisting
of or containing any poison shall after the first day of July One thousand nine hundred and one
be sold or delivered unless the bottle or other vessel wrapper or cover box or case immediately
containing such medicine bears conspicuously printed or stamped thereon the English name or
names of the poison or poisons of which such medicine consists or which it contains and the
quantity of the poison or of each poison (as the case may be) contained in such medicine or of
which such medicine consists.

* * * * * * *
— (Hon. Sir H. Cutkbert.)

Amendment proposed—That the words “ No patent,” in line 1, be omitted.—(Hon. F. S. Gnmwade.') 
Question—That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 1 2 .

The Hon. J . Balfour
E. J . Crooke 
Sir H. Cuthbert 
J . M. Davies 
G-. Godfrey 
J .  Hoddinott 
W. Knox 
W. McCulloch 
D. Melville 
A. O. Sachse.

Tellers.
S. W. Cooke 
A. Wynne.

Noes, 1 8 .

The Hon. J . H. Abbott 
T. Comrie 
S. Fraser
F. S. Grimwade
D. Ham
T. C. Harwood 
N. Levi
J . Y. McDonald
E. Miller
E. Morey
W. H. S. Osmand 
P. Phillips 
W. P itt 
J .  M. Pratt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden.

Tellers.
S. Austin
Dr. W. H. Embling.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 9

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T  OP D I V I S I O N S

CO M M ITTEE OF T H E  W H O L E  CO UNCIL.

T U E SD A Y , 1 7 t h  OCTOBER, 1 8 9 9 .

No. 1.—M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Clause 3 :—
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Local G-overnment Acts or in any Acts relating 

to the city of Melbourne or the town of Geelong or in the Butchers and Abattoirs Act 1890, or in 
the Factories Acts, the Hawkers and Pedlers Act 1890, the Health Act 1890, or any Act amending 
any of the said Acts, this A ct shall be 66 administered ” by the Board ; and so far as the said Acts 
or any of them are inconsistent w ith this A ct the provisions of this Act shall prevail.— (Hon. S ir H . 
Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed—T hat the words “ for the Metropolitan Meat Area ” be inserted after the 
word “ administered ” in line 4.— (Hon. A . Wynne.")

Question— T hat the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put.
Committee divided.

JVo. 2 .

IBxtractrft from tfje JMtnutes

Ayes, 15. 
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott

Noes, 17. 
The Hon. T. Brunton

Tellers.

E . J .  Crooke 
D. Melville.

P . Phillips 
A. O. Saehse 
J .  A. Wallace 
A. Wynne.

J .  C. Campbell 
Dr. W. H. Embling 
N. FitzGerald
D. Ham
T. C. Harwood 
J .  Y. McDonald
E . Morey 
W. Pearson

Sir H. Cuthbert 
J .  M. Davies 
T. Dowling 
G. Godfrey 
C. J .  Ham 
W. Knox 
W. McCulloch 
E. Miller 
W. P itt 
J .  M. P ra tt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden 
S. Williamson 
Sir H. J .  Wrixon.

Tellers.
F. S. Grimwade 
N. Levi.



N o. 2 . — M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l —Proposed new clause, A  : - r -

“ Except where it is expressly provided to the contrary ” nothing in this Act shall apply to 
bacon not derived from swine slaughtered within a meat area, but which is brought into a meat area 
from any place outside such area. In  this section “ bacon ”  means dried or smoked salted flesh of 
swine.— (Hon. S ir II. Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That the words “ Except where it is expressly provided to the contrary ” be 
omitted.— (Hon. J. C. Campbell.')

Question— T hat the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 12.
The Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert 

J .  M. Davies

Noes, 1 0 .
The Hon. J .  C. Campbell

G. Godfrey 
F . S. Grimwade 
C. J . Ham 
N. Levi 
W , McCulloch 
J .  M. P ratt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden.

D. Ham
T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox
E. Miller 
W. Pearson 
J .  A. Wallace 
A. Wynne.

Tellers.
E. J .  Crooke

Tellers.

D. Melville 
A. O. Sachse.

P . Phillips.
And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
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WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS
IN

COM M ITTEE OF T H E  W H O L E  COUNCIL.
N o . 3*

from tfje j E t n t i t e s .

TU ESD A Y , 2 4 t h  OCTOBER, 1 8 9 9 .

No. 1.— M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Clause 7 :—
(1) I f  any council does not within two months after it has been required so to do by the 

Board appoint a meat inspector or inspectors for any abattoir the Board may appoint a meat 
inspector or inspectors for such abattoir for a period not exceeding six months, and at the expiration 
of six months the Board may appoint a meat inspector or inspectors to hold office for any further 
period until the council makes an appointment.

(2) In  the case at any time of a vacancy occurring in the office of meat inspector for an 
abattoir the council or the chairman of the council owning such abattoir or the council or chairman 
of the council of the district in which such abattoir is located may appoint to such abattoir a 
suitable and proper person as acting meat inspector, and in default of such an appointment being so 
made within seven days from the occurrence of such vacancy the Board may make such appoint­
ment of acting meat inspector, and every acting meat inspector until the appointment of a meat 
inspector shall without further or other authority than this section have and exercise all the 
powers duties and responsibilities of a meat inspector appointed pursuant to this Act.

(3) If the Board appoints a meat inspector or acting meat inspector for an abattoir the 
Board may fix the rate of remuneration and of travelling expenses which such person so 
appointed shall be entitled to receive from the council of the district owning such abattoir ; and 
such remuneration and travelling expenses may be recovered by the person so appointed from such 
council before any court of competent jurisdiction.—{Hon. W. McCulloch.')

Amendment proposed— That the following words be added to the clause :—“ Nothing in this section 
shall apply to any meat area outside the Metropolitan Meat Area.”— {Hon. A . Wynne.)

Question—That the words proposed to be added be so added—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 17- 
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 

J .  C. Campbell 
T. Comrie 
Dr. W. H. Embling 
N. FitzGerald
D. Ham 
T. C. Harwood 
J .  Y. McDonald
D. Melville 
W. Pearson 
A. O. Sachse
G. Simmie 
J .  Sternberg 
J. A. Wallace 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.
S. Austin 
A. Wynne.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 15.
The Hon. T. Brunton 

J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
C. J . Ham 
W. Knox 
N. Levi 
W. McCulloch 
E. Miller 
E. Morey 
R. Reid
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden 
S. Williamson.

Tellers.
E. J .  Crooke
F. S. Grim wade
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S E S S I O N  1 8 9 9 .

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T  OF D I V I S I O N S
IN

COM M ITTEE OF T H E  W H O L E  CO UNCIL.

N o . 4 .

35.rtractelJ f ro m  tf)e J& tn utes .

T U E SD A Y , 3 1 s t  O CTOBER, 1899.

No. 1.—M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l —Clause 1 1 :—
A t the expiration of six months after the constitution of “ any ” meat area no person shall 

slaughter an animal or dress a carcass or cause or allow any person to slaughter an animal or 
dress a carcass at any place within such meat area except at—

(a) a public abattoir, or
(b) a private abattoir or slaughter-house licensed consented to or registered by a council in

accordance with the provisions of the Butchers and Abattoirs Act 1890 or the Health 
A ct 1890, and unless such licence or consent or registration is in each year before the 
last day of February approved of by the Board.— {Hon. Sir H. Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed—T hat the word “ any,” in line 1 , be omitted with a view to insert in place 
thereof the word “ the.”— {Hon. J. Bell.)

Question—T hat the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 13.
The Hon. T. Brunton

Sir H. Cuthbert 
J .  M. Davies 
S. Fraser
F . S. Grim wade 
E. Morey
J .  M. P ra tt
G. Simmie
Sir A. Snowden 
S. Williamson 
Sir H. J .  Wrixon.

Tellers.
S. W. Cooke 
E . J .  Crooke.

Noes, 25.
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 

S. Austin 
J .  Bell
J .  C. Campbell 
T. Comrie 
T. Dowling 
Dr. W. H. Embling 
N. FitzGerald
G. Godfrey
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham
T. C. Harwood 
J .  Hoddinott 
W~. Knox 
J . Y. McDonald
D. Melville
E. Miller 
P. Phillips
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
J .  Sternberg
N. Thornley
W. I. W inter-Irving
A. Wynne.

' Si .
Tellers.

R. Reid 
A. 0 . Sachse.



No. 2 .— M e a t  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Clause 27 (amended) :—
Every council within the meat area shall receive and accommodate at

such council meat derived only from animals fattened and slaughtered by any person 
on his own premises and which premises are situated outside a meat area, and such council shall 
cause such meat to be branded by or under the direction of a meat inspector or otherwise dealt with 
in accordance with the regulations.— (jHon. S ir H . Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That the words “ some place or places appointed by the ‘ Board ’ within the 
municipal district o f” be inserted in place of words omitted in lines 1 and 2 .— (Hon. Sir H . Cuthbert.)

Further amendment proposed—T hat the words “ which may include auctioneers’ premises approved of 
by the Board ” be inserted after the word “ Board ” in the proposed amendment.— (Hon. J. Bell.)

Question— That the words proposed to be inserted in the proposed amendment he so inserted—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 21.
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 

J .  Bell 
T . Brunton 
J .  C. Campbell 
T . Comrie 
Sir H . Cuthbert 
Dr. W. H. Embling 
N. FitzGerald
D. Ham mndJ
J .  Hoddinott 
J .  Y. McDonald
D. Melville
E. Morey 
J .  M. P ra tt 
A . 0 .  Sachse
G. Simmie 
J .  Sternberg 
S. Williamson 
A . Wynne.

Noes, 15.
The Hon. S. W. Cooke 

J .  M. Davies 
T . Dowling 
S. Fraser
G. Godfrey 

* F . S. Grim wade 
T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox
E. Miller 
P . Phillips
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A. Snowden 
Sir H. J .  Wrixon.

Tellers.

C. J .  Ham 
R. Reid.

Tellers.

S. Austin
E . J .  Crooke.

And so it  was resolved in the affirmative
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

S E S S I ON  1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0 .

W E E K L Y  REPORT OF D I V I S I O N S

IN

COMMITTEE OF T H E  W H O LE  COUNCIL.

TToe 5»

3Extractetr from tfje i E t n u t e s .

TUESD AY , 3 0 t h  JA N U A R Y , 1900 .

N o .  1.— F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c ts  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — C lause  2 5 : —

The Governor in Council may by Order published in the Government Gazette direct that any 
Special Board constituted either before or after the commencement of this Act may in any regula­
tion determination Order or instrument or legal proceedings be described for all purposes by some
short u title ” specified in such Order.—{Hon. J. M. Davies.)

Amendment proposed—That the words “ which shall be descriptive of the t r a d e b e  inserted after
the word “ title ” in line 4.—{Hon. R. Reid.)

Question—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 2 1 .  Noes, 14.

The Hon. T. Brunton
J .  C. Campbell 
T. Comrie 
S. W. Cooke 
Sir H. Cuthbert 
T. Dowling
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham
T. C. Harwood 
J . Hoddinott 
N. Levi
J . Y. McDonald
E. Morey 
W. Pearson 
P. Phillips 
R. Reid
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
G. Simmie
Sir A. Snowden.

Tellers.
Dr. W. II. Enabling 
A. Wynne.

The Hon. J . H. Abbott 
J . Balfour
E. J .  Crooke 
J . M. Davies
F. S. Grim wade 
W. Knox
D. Melville
E. Miller 
J .  M. Pratt 
J .  Sternberg 
J . A. Wallace 
Sir II. J .  Wrixou.

Tellers.
W. P itt 
A. O. Sachse.



N o . 2 .— F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —Clause 3 2 :—

In  sub-section (l)*of section eighteen of the Factories and Shops Act 18D6, after the word 
“ w hich” the words “ or any part of which ” are hereby inserted.— {Hon. J. M . Davies.')

Amendment proposed—T hat the following words be added to the clause—“ and in sub-section (2) of 
the same section all words after 6 work-room ’ where it first occurs are hereby repealed, and the 
words ( the Chief Inspector may take proceedings before the local court of petty sessions for the 
cancellation of the registration of such or any part of such factory or work-room ’ are hereby 
inserted.”— {Hon. N . Levi.)

Question— That the words proposed to be added be so added—put.
Committee divided.

Aves, 30.
The Hon. J .  II. Abbott 

T. Brunton 
J .  C. Campbell 
T . Comrie 
S. W. Cooke 
T. Dowling 
Dr. W. II. Embling 
N. FitzGerald
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham
T. C. Harwood 
J .  Iloddinott 
W. Knox 
N. Levi
J .  Y. McDonald
E. Miller
E. Morey 
W. Pearson 
W. P itt
J .  M. P ratt 
R. Reid
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
G. Simmic
Sir A. Snowden
J . Sternberg
J . A. Wallace
Sir II. J .  Wrixon
A. Wynne.

Tellers.
E. J . Crooke
F. S. Grim wade.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 5.
The Hon. Sir II. Cuthbert 

J .  M. Davies 
D. Melville.

Tellers.
J .  Balfour 
A. 0 . Sachse.

W ED N ESD A Y , 3 1 s t  JA N U A R Y , 1900.
No. 3.— F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Clause 16 :—

New sub-clause (1), as amended, proposed to be inserted in place of sub-clause (1) of clause 16 :—
(la )  In order to determine the lowest prices or rates which* may be paid to any person or 

persons or classes of persons for wholly or partly preparing or manufacturing either inside or out­
side a factory or work-room any particular articles of clothing or wearing apparel or furniture or 
for bread making' or baking or to any person or persons or classes of persons employed in any process 
trade or business usually or frequently carried on in a factory or work-room or employed in the 
process trade or business of a butcher or seller of meat or maker or seller of small goods the Governor 
in Council may if he think “ f i t” from time to time appoint a Special Board consisting of not less 
than four or more than ten members elected as may be prescribed and a chairman, and may at any 
time remove any member of the Special Board and may appoint any person so elected to fill any 
vacancy occurring in such Special Board in the same way as on the original appointment. In  fixing 
such lowest prices or rates the Special Board shall take info consideration the nature kind and class 
of the work and the inode and manner in which the work is to be done and the age and the sex of 
the workers and any matter which may from time to time be prescribed. Provided that no such 
Special Board shall he so appointed in the case of any trade or business which at the commence­
ment of this Act is not included under the provisions of the Factories and Shops Acts as regards 
Special Boards unless a petition signed by at least one-half of the employers and employes of such 
trade or business be presented to the Minister asking for a Special Board to be appointed in respect 
to such trade or business. And provided further that in calculating the number of signatures to a 
petition by employers under this section—

The signature of a petitioner employing not more than hands shall count as one
signature.

The signature of a petitioner employing not more than < hands shall count as two
signatures. :

I  he signature of a petitioner employing not more than hands shall count as three
signatures.

In making the above calculations the term “ hands” shall include apprentices and improvers, 
and the Minister shall for the purposes of this section decide the number of hands employed by 
each petitioner.— {Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. Sargood.) .
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Amendment proposed— That the words “ upon a resolution of both Houses of P a r lia m e n tb e  inserted 
after the word “ fit ” in line 7.—{Hon. A . Wynne.')

Question—That the words proposed to be inserted in the proposed new sub-clause be so inserted—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 16.
The Hon. J .  C. Campbell 

T. Comrie 
Dr. W. II. Enabling
D. Ham
J . Hoddinott 
N. Levi
J . Y. McDonald
E. Morey
W. H. S. Osmand 
W. Pearson 
P . Phillips
G. Simmie 
Sir A. Snowden 
J .  A. Wallace.

Teller's.
- R. Reid 
A. Wynne.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 15.
The Hon. J .  Balfour

.S. W. Cooke 
J .  M. Davies
F. S. Grimwade
C. J . Ham
T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox
D. Melville
E. Miller 
W. P itt
J .  M. P ratt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood 
Sir H. J . Wrixon.

Tellers.
E . J .  Crooke 
A. O. Sachse.

T H U R SD A Y , 1 s t  FEB R U A R Y , 1 9 0 0 .

No. 4.—F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —Clause 16 :—
For section fifteen of the Factories and Shops A ct 1896 there shall as from the commence­

ment of the said Act be deemed to have been substituted the following section, namely :—
15. (1) In  order to determine the lowest prices or rates which may be paid to any person or 

persons or classes of persons for wholly or partly preparing or manufacturing either inside or outside 
a factory or work-room any particular articles or to any person or persons or classes of persons 
employed in any process trade or business usually or frequently carried on in a factory or work-room 
or employed in the process trade or business of a butcher or seller of meat the Governor in Council 
may if he think fit from time to time after having given notice in the Government Gazette of the 
intention of the Governor in Council so to do appoint a Special Board consisting of not less than 
four or more than ten members elected as hereinafter provided or as may be prescribed and a chairman, 
and may at any time remove any member of any such Special Board. As soon as practicable after 
the giving of such notice as aforesaid that a Special Board will be appointed a copy of such notice 
with full particulars thereof and the reasons therefor shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament 
and sent to each member of P arliam ent; and no Order in Council appointing such Special Boaid shall 
be made by the Governor in Council until the expiration of thirty days after a copy of such notice 
has been so laid before both Houses of Parliament. In  fixing such lowest prices oi lates a Special 
Board shall take into consideration the nature kind and class of the work, and the mode and manner 
in which the work is to be done, and the age and sex of the workers, and any matter whatever 

' which the Special Board considers may affect such prices or rates.—{Hon. J. M. Davies.)
*  *  *  #  *

Amendment proposed—That sub-clause (1) be omitted.— {Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sii F. T. &ai good.) 
Question—That sub-clause (1) be omitted—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 2 0 .  N o e s ’ 6 *
The Hon. J . II. Abbott

T. Brim ton 
T. Comrie 
S. W. Cooke 
Dr. W. II. Enabling 
C. J . IIana 
T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
N. Levi
J . Y. McDonald
E. Morey 
W. Pearson 
P . Phillips 
It. Reid
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
G. Simmie 
Sir A. Snowden 
J .  A. Wallace.

Tellers.
F. S. Grimwade 
A. Wynne.

The Hon. J . Balfour
Sir II. Cutlibert 
J . M. Davies 
G. Godfrey.

Tellers.
D. Melville 
A. 0 . Sachse.



No. 5.—L a n d  A cts f u r t h e r  A mendment  B ill—Proposed new clause B :__
Where pursuant to the provisions of section one hundred and fifty-seven of the Land Act 

1890 a lea^e of any mallee allotment has been granted by the Governor in Council for a term 
ex piling on the thirtieth day of̂  November One thousand nine hundred and three and such lease is 
in foice at the passing of this Act, such lease shall, by the operation of this Act, be read and 
construed as if the said term expired on the thirtieth day of November One thousand nine hundred 
and eight instead of on the first-mentioned day, and the said Act and the said lease shall bo read 
and construed accordingly.— (Hon. J. Bell.)

Question—That the proposed new clause stand part of the Bill—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 14.
The Hon. J. H. Abbott 

J. C. Campbell 
T. Comrie 
S. W. Cooke 
N. FitzGerald
F. S. Grimwade
C. J. Ham 
J. Y. McDonald
E. Miller 
P. Phillips 
J. M. Pratt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood.

Tellers.
J. Bell 
A. Wynne.

Noes, 14.
The Hon. J. Balfour

J. M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
D. Ham 
N. Levi
D. Melville 
W. Pearson 
R. Reid
A. 0 . Sachse 
G. Simmie 
Sir A. Snowden 
J. A. Wallace.

Tellers.
E. J. Crooke 
W. Pitt.

The Tellers having declared the numbers for the Ayes and for the Noes to be respectively Fourteen, 
or equal—the Chairman gave his vote with the Noes, in order to allow of further consideration of 
the subject, and declared the question to have passed in the negative.
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EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES OF TIIE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

T U E S D A Y , Gtii F E B R U A R Y , 1900.

MES5x.Gr: f r o u  t i i e  LEGISLATIVE A s s e m b l y . — T h e P resid en t announced  th e  rece ip t o f th e  fo llo w in g  M essage from  
th e  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  :—

M a. P r e s i d e n t —
T h e L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  return  to th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil th e  B ill in titu led  “  A n  A r t  to fu r th e r  amend the 

Factories  and S h ips  A c ts , ” and acquain t th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil th a t the L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  have agreed  to som e 
o f  the am endm ents m ade in su ch  B ill by  th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil, have d isagreed  w ith  others o f th e  said  am endm ents, 
and have agreed  to o th ers o f the  said am en dm en ts w ith  am endm ents, w ith  w h ich  th ey  d esire  th e  concurrence of 
th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil.

F. C. MASOiSr,
L e g is la tiv e  A sse m b ly , Speaker.

M elb ou rn e, 6th F eb ru ary , 1900.
T h e  H onorable L ieu t.-C u l. Sir F . T . Sargood m oved , b y  leave, T h a t a F ree  C on feren ce be desired w ith  the L egislative  

A ssem b ly  on th e  su b ject-m a tter  o f  the  am endm ents m ade by the  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil and d isagreed  w ith  by the 
L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly , or agreed  to  w ith  am en dm en ts, iu th e  B ill in titu led  “  A n  A c t  to f u r th e r  amend the Factories  
and Shops A c t s . ”

Q u estio n — put and resolved  in th e  affirm ative.
T h e  H onorable L ieu t.-C o l. S ir  F. T . Sargood m oved , T h a t the fo llo w in g  M em bers be ap p oin ted  M anagers o f the 

C onference :— T h e H onorab ies D r. \V . II. E m b lin g , F. S . Grim  wade, W . K n ox , N . L e v i, A. (). Sachsc, A. W ynne, 
and th e  Mover.

Q u estio n — p u t and resolved  in th e  affirm ative.
O rdered— T hat a M essage be se n t to the  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  d esir in g  a F r e e  C on feren ce on th e  su b ject-m atter o f  

th e  am endm ents m ade by th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil and d isagreed  w ith  by th e  L e g is la tiv e  A sse m b ly , or agreed  to with  
am en dm en ts, in the F actories and S h op s A cts fur th er  A m en d m en t B ill, and a cq u a in tin g  th e  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  
th a t th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ou n cil h a v e  a p p o in ted  se v en  M em bers o f  th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil to  be M anagers.

W E D N E S D A Y , 7 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1900.

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — F r e e  C o n f e r e n c e . — M a n a g e r  D i s c h a r g e d . — The 
H onorable L ieu t.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood m oved , by lea v e , T h a t the H onorable A . W yn n e be d ischarged  from  
atten d an ce on th e  F r e e  C on feren ce on th e  F a cto r ies and Shops A c ts  fu r th e r  A m en d m en t B ill.

Q u estio n — p ut and resolved  in the affirm ative.

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — F r e e  C o n f e r e n c e , - ^ M a n a g e r  A p p o i n t e d . — The 
H onorab le L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F. T . S argood  m oved , by lea v e , T h a t the H onorable T . C. H arw ood  be a M anager of the 
F ree C on feren ce on the  F actories and Shops A c ts  fu r th e r  A m en d m en t B ill.

Q u estion — p u t and reso lved  in th e  a ffirm ative.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t i i e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — T he P resid en t announced  th e  rece ip t o f the fo llo w in g  M essage from  the  
L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  : —

M u. P r e s i d e n t —

T h e L eg is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  acq u ain t th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil th a t  th e y  have ap p oin ted  seven  M em bers to 
con fer w ith  a like num ber o f M em bers o f  the  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil on th e  su b jec t-m a tter  o f th e  am endm ents m ade by  
th e  L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil and d isagreed  with by th e  L e g is la tiv e  A sse m b ly , or agreed  to w ith  am endm ents, in the B ill 
in titu led  “  A n  A c t  to further amend the Factories and  Shops A c t s , ” aud nam e th e  S ou th  L ibrary as th e  p lace and 
W ednesday th e  7th  F eb ru ary  in sta n t, a t a quarter to  five o ’c lo ck  in  th e  a ftern o o n , as th e  tim e o f m eetin g  of the  
sa id  C on feren ce. *

F . C. M A S O N ,
Speaker.

L eg isla f ive  A ssem b ly ,
M elbourne, 7th  F eb ru ary , 1900.

T H U R S D A Y , 8 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1900.

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t s  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — F r e e  C o n f e r e n c e . — T h e M an agers again  proceeded to the 
C onference, and, b ein g  returned , the  H onorable L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F. T . Sargood  sta ted , on behalf o f  the M anagers for 
th e  L eg isla tive  C ouncil, th a t th ey  had m et th e  M anagers for the L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly  on th e  su h jccl-m atter  of the 
am endm ents m ade by the L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil and disagreed w ith  by th e  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem b ly , or agreed  to with  
am endm ents, in the B ill in titu led  “ A n  A c t  to f u r th e r  amend the Fac tor ies  and  S h ops  A c ts ,” and had agreed  to report 
as fo llo w s :—

1. f  hat the C onference has arrived  at an a greem en t upon a ll th e  p o in ts  o f  d ifferen ce  betw een  the tw o  H ouses.
2. T h a t am endm ents em b odyin g  th e  r esu lt  o f its agreem en t w ill be p r in ted  and  c ircu la ted  at th e  ea r liest m om ent

possib le .
3 . T hat th e  C onference has agreed  to om it in c lau se 13 th e  w ords “ an y  b u ild in g  or p la c e  in which gas or

e lec tr ic ity  is prepared  or produced .”
4. T h a t th e  C on feren ce has agreed to certa in  am en dm en ts in  c la u se  16 un d er w h ich  th e  G overnor in Council

m ay on the reso lu tion  o f  e ith er  H o u se  app oint Specia l Boards to  be e lected  as prescribed .
5. T h a t it  is  agreed  th at as to the c lo th in g  trade there sh a ll be on ly  one Board.
6. T h a t the  question  of fix in g  p iece-w ork  p rices or rates in lieu  o f w ages sha ll be d ecided  by th e  Specia l Board

on appeal by the em p loyer .
7. 1 hat c lau se 36, re la tin g  to th e  com p ulsory  h a lf-h o lid a y , shall be om itted .
8. T h at c lau se 41, lim itin g  the hours o f m ale shop  a ss ista n ts , shall be confined  to th e  M etropolitan  d istrict.
9. T h a t c lau se 43, g iv in g  pow er to th e  G overnor in C ouncil to  lim it  th e  hours for carters and carriers and pro­

viding^ for a h a lf-h o lid a y , sha ll be m ade ap p licab le to the M etrop o litan  d istrict on ly .
10. T h a t the A ct shall rem ain  in force for tw o  y ea rs and th en ce u n til th e  end o f  th e  n e x t  en su in g  S ession  of

Parliament



FREE CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE MANAGERS FOR THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND FOR THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY ON THE FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACTS FURTHER 
AMENDMENT BILL.

WEDNESDAY, 7 t h  JANUARY, 1 9 0 0 .

P resen t,:
C ouncil,  i A ssem b ly ,

I lie Hon. Dr. W. II. Enabling | The Hon. W. II. Irvine
The Hon. A. 0 . Sachse 
The Hon. F. S. Grim wade 
The Hon. W. Knox 
The Hon. T. C. Harwood 
The Hon. Eieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
The Hon. N. Levi.

The Hon. A. McLean 
Mr. McKenzie 
The Hon. A. J. Peacock 
Mr. Trenwith 
The Hon. W. A. Watt 
The Right Hon. Sir George Turner.

Sir F rederick Sargood. Mr. McLean—The Council sent to your House certain amendments 
of the Factories and Shops Bill ; those amendments came back to the Council, some agreed with, some 
disagreed with, and some agreed to with suggested amendments. We have now to deal with those that you 
have disagreed with, or have agreed to with further amendments, and I would suggest that we at once 
proceed without any further discussion to take those various clauses, and hear the reasons why you 
disagree with our amendments. That will enable the Managers of the Council to see in what way they 
can meet the wishes of the Assembly, if possible. I would simply urge, in connexion with this, that it 
would be advisable to deal with the smaller matters first, leaving clauses 16, 17, and, I think, 36, to be 
dealt with finally.

Mr. M c L e a n .—I quite concur in your proposals, but I think it would assist us if we heard the 
reasons why the amendments were made.

Sir F rederick  Sargood .— That is rather reversing the usual order of things.
M r. M c L e a n .—W e  sent u p  certain proposals which were drafted after full consideration. Your 

Chamber, in its wisdom, amended those. The Assembly accepted a large number of those amendments, 
but several others they did not consider it wise to accept, and they do not know the reasons why they 
were suggested. It might help to a quick solution of the matter if we knew the reasons why the proposals 
in the Bill were amended by your House.

Sir F rederick  S argood.—That is not the usual course in Conferences between the two Houses. 
The usual course is for the House that has disagreed to give the reasons for having disagreed.

Sir G eorge T urn er .—There are three or four important amendments, and I think if would be 
better to deal with those first, and see whether it is possible to come to an understanding on them, instead 
of discussing small matters for an hour or two, and then when we come to the large matters finding we 
have wasted our time. I think it would be far better to discuss the large questions first, and make an 
effort to come to an agreement with regard to those. If we fail to agree on those points it would be 
absolutely useless going on.

Sir F rederick  S argood.—With all due deference I do not think that is a course that will 
commend itself to our judgment. We think it advisable to take the smaller matters first, and then we 
shall probably be able to approach the others with the knowledge that the question is narrowed down to 
those matters.

Sir G eorge T urner .—If the Council is prepared to give way on those smaller matters it is as 
well to say so at once.

Mr. G rim w ade .— We have come here with every desire to settle the matter if we can. We are all 
of that mind. I believe we are all seised of the importance of the question, and we want to settle it if we 
possibly can, and I rather agree with Sir Frederick Sargood that we take those unimportant matters first 
and clear the road—we shall perhaps be in a more conciliatory mood to deal with the more important 
matters afterwards.

Mr. T renw ith .—If they are unimportant, why should we disagree ?
Mr. G rim w ade .—Relatively unimportant.
M r. W a t t . —Then let us proceed with the amendments as they are in the Bill. It is no use 

quarrelling over the matter of procedure.
M r. M cL e a n .—  I  t h in k  w e  m ig h t  p r o c e e d  w it h  a m e n d m e n t  2 , c la u s e  4 , l in e  2 3 , a f te r  “ y e a r ” 

in ser t “  p r o v id e d  n e v e r t h e le s s  th a t  su c h  a p p r e n t ic e s  m a y  b e  ta k e n  on  p r o b a tio n  for a  term  n o t  e x c e e d in g  
th r ee  m o n th s , a n d  a t  or b e fo r e  th e  e x p ir a t io n  o f  s u c h  t im e  th e y  s h a l l  e ith e r  b e  d is c h a r g e d  or b e  b o u n d  by  
in d en tu res  o f  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip  or b e  e m p lo y e d  u n d e r  a  w r i t t e n  a g r e e m e n t  a s  h e r e in b e fo r e  p r o v id e d  in  th is  
se c tio n .” I t  a p p e a r s  to  m e  th a t  t h e  o b je c t io n  to  th a t  a m e n d m e n t  is  th a t  e m p lo y e r s  m ig h t  ta k e  on  
a p p r e n tic e s  for th r e e  m o n th s  w i t h o u t  in d e n tu r in g  th e m , th e n  d is p e n s e  w it h  th e m  an d  g e t  o th e r s , an d  so  
g e t  th e  w o r k  d o n e  b y  a p p r e n t ic e s  a t  t h e  v e r y  lo w e s t  r a te , p e r h a p s  fo r  l i t t l e  or n o th in g .

Sir F rederick  S argood.'—That difficulty was raised when I was discussing this matter, as I did, 
with several renresentatives of the trades that are now under the Act. The word 6 such was purposely 
put in to absolutely prevent any evasion of it.

Mr. W a t t . —That is, they would all rank as apprentices during that period ?
Sir F rederick  S argood.—Yes. .
M r. W a t t .  D o  y o u  n o t  th in k  th a t  u n n e c e s s a r y , b e c a u se  u n d er  th e  d e f in it io n  o f  im p r o v e r s  s u c h  an

arrangement would be impossible ?
Sir F rederick  S argood.— We discussed that, but improvers are sometning beyond apprentices ; 

they are generally girls up to, if not above, 21. The trades I have seen, including some that are not
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under the Act now, all say this is the practice of the trade. I know it is the practice of the trade in the 
old country and here to take a lad on for a short time to see if he is likely to shape well ; if he is not, it is 
cruelty to him to indenture him.

Mr. W at t .—Is the indenture process pursued to any extent in the printing trade ?
Sir F rederick  S argood.—To a certain extent.
Mr. P eacock .— Parliament recognised that something should be done when they put in the clause 

that no person should be employed at a lower rate than 2s. 6d. a week. That was done because it was 
found by experience that there are certain employers who take on labour on a verbal understanding for a 
short time at so much a week, and as soon as the employes make a demand for the verbal arrangement to 
be carried out they are dismissed, and others taken on. This seems to be perpetuating that system. That 
clause has worked remarkably well, and if this proviso is put in it will have the effect of enabling numbers 
of those persons to be put on in batches and dismissed in batches, and what Parliament stopped in 1896 
will be peipetuated. As to the improvers being over 21, it is quite possible that some of those persons 
will be over 21. Cases are continually brought under notice where a young woman has learnt the 
rudiments of the trade and has got married. Her husband dies, she is stranded ; she has to go back to the 
factory, and it takes some time to make her as efficient as the others.

Sir G eorge  T u r n e r .—Is the object of this amendment to exempt persons who are employed for 
three months from the action of the Statute altogether?

Sir F re de rick  S argood .— Certainly not. The object is to prevent a lad being indentured 
straight away, before it is found whether he is fitted for the work or not. This clause is practically 
carrying out what has been the practice of all trades for many years.

Mr. W a t t . — T he incapacity of an apprentice w ill be demonstrated within one month.
Sir F rederick  S argood .—That is not my experience. I should like to see it a great deal more.
Mr. I r v in e .—The awkward result follows from putting it in this place, that it is really a sub­

stantive definition put in, and it will result in this way : Supposing the Board fixes for any trade 25 
apprentices and 25 improvers to 100 journeymen ; the object of the Act is not only to have the actual 
number, but the relative number fixed. If a man wants to evade that, and get a smaller number of 
apprentices and a larger number of improvers, all he has to do is to get his improvers and take on probation 
lads who are virtually apprentices, and dismiss them at the end of the three months, and he can keep on 
35 improvers.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .—I do not think that is possible. Is not a man under articles 
substantially an improver ?

Mr. I r v in e .— N o ; the technical term of improver is one who has gone through an apprenticeship 
and who is not a journeyman.

Mr. H ar w o o d .—That is not the meaning of the word “ improver” here.
Sir F rederick  S argood .— I  know it is not.
Mr. I r v i n e . —We have to take the statutory meaning ; it will render the provision nugatory.
Mr. P eacock .—As I understand, the amendment suggested has been put forward with the object 

of dealing with the cases you have mentioned, namely, that some of those persons, until they have been 
working for a period, cannot be tested by the employer to see whether they will make good employes ; 
but this clause will leave it open to the small number of employers who have really been the cause of any 
need for factory legislation whatever taking apprentices on in batches. That is the danger of trying to 
provide for a possibility which is not very great, because certainly nine-tenths of the apprentices go on 
with their trade, and to provide for the small percentage who do not you leave the door open to the danger 
of taking on a large quantity of child labour which can be dispensed with in batches.

Sir F rederick  S argood .—You cannot take child labour for three months ; it would not pay—it 
might for twelve months.

Sir G eorge T u r n e r .—Then cannot this be met by a clause in the indenture that if, at the end of 
twelve months, the apprentice is not suitable, he is liable to be dismissed ?

Sir Fr e d e r i c k  Sargood .—That is a legal question you can answer better than I can.
Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . —I think it can easily be met by some provision of that kind. I do not see 

any difficulty in incorporating that in the indentures, and that would get rid of the whole difficulty.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —Do you not think that provision should come into the clause ?
Sir G eorge  T u rn er .— N o ;  this is simply g iv ing  a definition of the word “ apprentice.” Ihen 

you go on and add something that seems altogether foreign.
Mr. H a r w o o d . —You propose they shall insert a clause in the indenture. It might be argued then 

that that indenture was not in accordance with the Act. I think the indenture of the apprenticeship 
would have to follow the clauses of the Act.

Mr. I r v i n e . —The apprenticeship need not be for any period under this clause ; but, if it is a 
writien agreement, not being an indenture, it must be for not less than one year.

I)r. E m b l i n g .—Does not the custom of the trade alter that?
Mr. I r v i n e .—The custom of a trade does not alter an Act of  Parliament.
Mr. M c L e a n . — I t h i n k  what y o u  d e s i r e  would b e  attained b y  what Sir George Turner suggests.
Sir F rederick  S argood .—Then  we agree to that. VVe do not insist upon our amendment.
M r .  M c L e a n . — T h e  n e x t  is c lause  7, l ine 15, a f t e r  “ bo ile r  ” in s e r t  “ e x c e p t  a  s team -bo i le r  not use 

for o p e ra t in g  a  s t e a m -e n g in e .”  I t  a p p e a rs  to  m e  t h a t  w i th  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  i t  w o u ld  be co m p e ten t  for a 
s tea m -e n g in e  to be le f t  w i th o u t  an y  one in  c h a rg e ,  a n d  y e t  th e  A c t  p ro v id e s  t h a t  a n y  p e rso n  b e in g  in charge 
m u s t  be a ce r t i f ica ted  p e r s o n — i t  seem s r a t h e r  a n  a n o m a ly .  r ..

Sir G eorge  T u r n e r .—I  want to raise a protest against the procedure adopted here. The Counci 
have chosen to put certain amendments in the Bill, and now they insist upon having those amendmen s 
retained. I think it is the duty of the Council to tell us why they want to have them put in before we say 
they shall not go in.

Mr. I r v i n e . —The Council are asking us to prove a negative."
Sir G eorge T u r n e r .— It is very unfair. You are asking us to state the defence, and we do no 

know what your reasons are. I think you ought to attempt to convince us that you are justified in as ung 
for the amendments before you ask us to show our hands. _ . . ,

Sir F rederick  S argood .— These amendments were sent down to you, and before disagreeing wi 
them, I take it, you looked at them from all sides, and obtained our reasons.
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Mr. T r e n a v i t h . — That is right, but we had not the advantage of your presence. W e had to deal 
with the questions as they were submitted to us, but now we have the advantage of your presence, and it 
docs seem reasonable that you should say w hy you wish to have those amendments.

pari 
engine,
engine. Where an engine is used, no doubt there is danger, and I think the Members of the Council feel 
that a certificated engine-driver is required where an engine is used, but in many cases numbers of small 
steam-boilers are used for domestic and many other purposes, and also in the small factory system in 
Victoria, wherein a quantity of steam is generated for steaming casks and a hundred and one things like 
that. There is practically no more danger with those than with a kerosene lamp. The Managers of the 
Assembly will see tbat to insist upon the employment of a certificated engine-driver to attend to one of 
those little utensils to generate a few whiffs of steam for cleansing purposes, and that he shall be paid £2 
a week when no such person is required, is quite unnecessary. I am quite aware that in some cases where 
a boiler is used it is necessary that a certificated driver should attend to it, but in the cases where the small 
boilers are used, it seems to me unnecessary to have any skilled person in charge of them—I speak as a 
mechanical engineer, as a designer of steam-boilers, and one who is constantly mixing with those things. 

Mr. W a t t . —W ill those boilers come under the Act ?
Mr. S aciise .— They will. There has been a slight flaw pointed out here, and it is in reference to 

that flaw that the Managers of the Assembly may raise an objection. I  think the wording of the clause is 
open to the objection that whilst providing for a skilled assistant to a boiler with an engine, it does 
not provide for an assistant to a boiler without an engine. Any person can attend to the boilers that I 
have mentioned, and, if it were provided that any person could be in charge, I would have no objection to 
that. I  do not think you should penalize a large number of people using those little boilers for tbe sake of 
one or two. Every big boiler demands a special attendant, and that man generally has a pretty good 
technical knowledge; he may not have a certificate, but the average fireman will know pretty well what 
to do. There is practically an inspection of steam-boilers, and legislation is in the air to protect that 
system of inspection, and that, I  think, will quite cover what is required.

Mr. I r v in e .—You would add to the clause Avords providing that those boilers should be in charge 
of “ some person,

M r. S ach se .—I th in k  th a t  w o u ld  be  su ffic ien t. I  Avill p u t  i t  “ som e a d u lt  p e rso n .”
Mr. G-rim w ade .— There are now hundreds of those boilers employed all over the country for 

different purposes, many of them in factories, and others not in factories.
Mr. W att .—Those not in factories are not affected.
Mr. Grimyvade.—T hose in butter factories work at a good pressure of steam, and are more or less 

dangerous.
Mr. P eacock .—Butter factories are exempted.
Mr, Grim w ade.—Yes, but there are many boilers employed all over the country for cleansing 

purposes and other things, and I  think if they were to be in charge of some competent person, that would 
be better than “ adult,”

Mr. T r e n w it h .— That involves the defining of competency.
Mr. I rv in e .— Is it agreed to that these words be added—“ Provided that every such boiler be 

placed in charge of some adult person ” ?
Mr. S achse .—T hat will meet it.
Agreed to.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .—Now we come to clause 13 ; there arc two matters there. The first 

is the inclusion of gas and electricity the second is the inclusion of clay-pits or quarries.^ Dealing first 
with gas or electricity, the position of the Council is this, that from the various gas companies and electric 
companies we have received communications strongly protesting against being brought under the Act, and 
I believe I am right in saying that there Avas no intention or wish, on the part of the Department, to bring 
those companies under the Act so far as the special Boards for appointing wages and hours of work were 
concerned. All that was wanted was to bring them under the Act for the purpose of registration. JLhis 
clause goes a long way beyond that, and the Council is distinctly of opinion that it is not only not required, 
but would be absolutely injurious to bring the gas companies under the Act.

M r. P eacock .— D o es n o t th a t  b r in g  i t  b ack  to  Avhat S ir  G e o rg e  T u rn e r  sa id  a t  th e  o u tse t. I r  w e  
cannot ag ree  as to  Avhether th e re  sh a ll be  an y  f re sh  B o ard s , w h y  sh ou ld  w e d iscu ss  am en d m en t 6 , w h en
there may be no agreement on amendment 7 ? . ,

Mr. M cL e an .—If this clause were struck out altogether I do not think it would affect the law ; 
the great majority of legal opinions is that this is already contained in the existing Act. This is simp y to 
Dfi&lc0 it clo&r

Sir F rederick  S argood.—It goes beyond that. This not only makes it clear as to registration,
but puts those companies for all purposes under the Ac I.

Mr. M cL e a n . —I am told by those who are administering the Act, that if the amendment were
carried the law would not be altered in the slightest degree if they brought it into t e upreme our • 
They are satisfied if the matter were brought before the Supreme Court the definition of the couit would
be the same as the present definition. _ . „nrW

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — You say that if this clause were earned and gas companies weie broua ht
the Act, it would be extremely prejudicial to them.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —I did not say so ; they said so. . , ,  , ;n this

way_ l ^ 's t ^ f RL“H h “ 'hr7ehno d S r e to b e  Z u g h U m d w A c t ; a deputation of ,emp ° ^ “
me about it, and I  also bad a deputation o f e r e  workTnVe^gbt h o u r r F d a j ,  and were 
satisfied, and did not want to be brought under the A c t , they weic w o ik i  „ „
getting iood  wages. T hey  bad meal tim es Said if they

: r ^ h \ r^ d e r Utheei a ' w o S ? v L o a l l y  take the management of the business out of their hands,
andoput it into the hands of the inspector.



Mr. P eacock .— Would not that also apply to all factories?
Mr. G r im w a d e .— There is admittedly no sweating, and no possibility of sweating in this business. 

I  have some knowledge of this class of work, and I  speak from that knowledge. I  say those men are not 
sweated ; they are well paid and they do not desire any change. They do not want to he brought under 
the Factories Act, and the employers consider that if they were brought under the Factories Act it 
practically takes the management of their work away from them, and puts it under the inspector.

Mr. T r e n w i t h .— The employes waited upon me, and told me altogether a different story, though I 
can easily understand that both statements are true. The employes in my district who are engaged in gas 
business called on me and asked what could be done to induce the Council to keep in the gasworks ; that 
they required it very badly indeed. They said they were not getting good wages, but bad wages, and they 
declared they were working for os. a day under the Metropolitan Gas Company, in Richmond, and it was 
very hard work. I  cite that as a fact within my knowledge against the statement made by Mr. Grimwade, 
though I  have no doubt that he is quite right that people did call upon him, and it is possible they were 
telling the truth when they said they were well paid, and that their hours were reasonable; but if it is 
possible for some of the employes in the gasworks to be underpaid or overworked— that is the object of 
this legislation. I f  the gasworks are working in accordance with the spirit of this Act, there will be no 
deprivation of the management of their own business, because they will be complying with all the Act 
requires. If, on the other hand, it does prove that perhaps in isolated instances there is a departure 
from the principle that this Act requires, then this A ct will only interfere with their business when they 
are carrying it on improperly and against the spirit that the Legislature desires, so no injury can result to 
them. In  any case, if their statement is right, it will not interfere with them ; if their statement is wrong 
in some instances it will only interfere with them in those instances.

Mr. P eacock .— A re w e not wasting time ; should not amendment 6 be postponed until after 7 is 
discussed ?

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S argood .—Very well. Then I propose we go on to No. 22—that is an amendment 
you have made on our amendment, and we can agree to that as settled. Passing on to amendment 23, 
clause 25 says—“ The Governor in Council may by Order published in the Governm ent Gazette direct 
that any Special Board constituted either before or after the commencement of this Act, may in auy 
regulation determination order or instrument or legal proceedings be described for all purposes by some 
short title specified iu such Order.” The Council insisted that that title should be descriptive of the 
trade. I  cannot see that you can have any objection to that.

Mr. I r v i n e .— The only objection is that it might give rise to some technical objection. You might 
have a Board called the Clothing Board, and it might be decided that it only applied to some branch of 
the clothing trade. The objection might be taken that the Board was not properly described, and you 
would go into the whole argument as to whether the term was fairly descriptive.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .—I think we can agree to that—the Council do not insist upon that 
amendment. The next one will have to stand over until we deal with 16. Amendment 30, in clause 31, 
is agreed to ; amendment 31 is agreed to, I  suggest that we postpone dealing with amendment 32 until 
we deal with No. 16. Amendment 33, on clause 41, is one that We should like to have a discussion upon, 
to see why you object to our amendment. The present A ct limits the hours of labour for males under 
sixteen, and for all women and girls. Clause 41 in this Bill extends the limitation to all persons employed 
in shops.

Mr. P eacock .— The reason is this : I f  you look at the Principal A ct of 1885, you will see that 
Parliament bad some consideration for the long hours of male employes. Section 47 of Act 1091 provided 
— “ Any municipal council may if it think fit from time to time make alter and repeal by-laws in and for 
the municipality for all or any of the following purposes — and one of those purposes is “ for limiting the 
total number of hours persons may be employed during the day and night in shops licensed to remain open 
at night. Provided that such limit shall not be less than eight hours in each full day and night.”

Mr. K n o x .— H ow often was that done ?
Mr. P eac oc k .— I do not want to go into the history of how the municipal counpils did not keep that 

regulation in regard to shops, and how the power was taken awny from them and vested in the Executive 
Council. W hat I ivant to show is that what wre have put in the Bill now is, giving power to do by Act of 
Parliament what at present can be done by the Executive Council. The original Act was passed in 1885 
under which the municipal councils had the power. In  the Amending A ct that power was transferred, 
and to-day the Executive Council can limit the hours of persons employed in shops.

Dr. E mbling .—Then why do you want this section ?
Mr. P ea c o c k .— We thought it would be better to do so.
Mr. W a t t .— The amendment will not take  aw ay  the power from the Executive Council.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S ar g o o d .— It is hardly correct to say the Executive does i t ;  the 41st section of 

the 1896 Act does it. I t  says distinctly no person under sixteen years of age, or woman or girl, shall 
work more than 52 hours— there is no question of the Executive there.

Mr. I r v in e .— As I  understand it, we have nothing now to do with the power given to municipal 
councils to alter the hours. Section 41 of the Act of 1896 piovided that women and girls were not to work 
more than 52 hours per week ; the clause we are now dealing with provides that everybody shall come 
under that section except carters, while the Council’s amendment desires to limit it to women and girls, and 
boys under sixteen.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Y es.
Mr. W att.— I s there any objection to giving male employes the same privileges as women and boys ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— The Chief Inspector, in his last report, says that 225 petitions have 

been received asking to be allowed to remain open after seven o'clock. Fifty-two hours a week means as 
nearly as possible eight and a half hours a day. I f  the shops are to keep open until seven o’clock, and, in 
many cases later, I think you will see that the thing will not woik, and, after all, 52 hours per week is not 
by any means an excessive length of time for shop employes.

Mr. I r v i n e .—T h a t  is all we w a n t  to limit them  to.
Sir I  r e d e i i ic k  S a r g o o d .—I do not see Iioav you can do it, in justice to the employers, particularly 

the small shopkeepers, seeing that in the suburbs a large proportion of the business is done alter seven 
o’clock.
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Mr. W a t t . I  do not think that is so— in many of tho suburbs they close earlier than the regula­
tions prescribe.

hii F r e d e r ic k  S argood . I  he Inspector says there are only 21 petitions for closing" earlier, as 
against 225 to be allowed to remain open longer.

Mr. W a t t .— That is in the whole metropolitan area.
D r. E m b l in g .— C onfine i t  to  th e  m e tro p o lita n  a rea .
Sir I rkderick  S argood .— I t  is a country difficulty as well. A large number of shops remain 

open after seven o’clock, and yet keep to tho regulation number of hours.
Mr. P eacock .— I  admit the difficulty is with regard to the metropolitan area.
Sir F rederick  S argood .—The regulations under the present Act require shopkeepers to work 

more than 52 hours, inasmuch as they may stop open after seven o’clock.
Mr. T r e n w it h .— There is no compulsion.
Sir G eorge  T u r n e r .— There is power now in the Executive to limit the hours. Under section 

47 of the Principal A ct there is power to make regulations. The municipal councils have power to limit 
the number of hours persons are employed during the day and night in shops that are allowed to remain 
open at night, so the council can say— “ We will let you remain open at night, but we will limit the number 
of hours for your employes to 52.” Then section 38 (1) of A ct No. 1445 says :—“ The Governor in 
Council may, in the manner prescribed by section 63 of the Principal Act, make regulations to have effect 
within any specified municipal district, or any specified part of such district, for any of the purposes for 
which a municipal council is by section 47 of the Principal A ct as amended by this Act empowered to 
make bye-laws.” So whatever by-law a municipal council could make, the Executive Council had power 
to make. T hat power was taken away from the municipal councils for good and sufficient reason, but the 
Executive having the power now where shops are allowed to remain open at night, it is clear to me that 
the Executive could, with regard to those shops, limit the number of hours.

Sir F rederick  S argood .— Granted that under section 38 of No. 1445 the Governor in Council 
may, of his own motion, limit the number of hours to anything he likes, is it at all probable that in tho face 
of 225 petitions to have the hours extended beyond seven o’clock, the Governor in Council would ever do 
such a thing ?

Mr. P eacock .—If an employer wants to keep his shop open for unduly long hours, in order to 
catch custom, is it right that the employe should be forced to remain there ?

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I  am heartily with you there, but it appears to me there will be a 
clashing.

Mr. T r e n w it h .— It is not at all improbable that persons whose business renders it desirable that 
they should keep open to a later hour could open au hour later in the morning without inconvenience. I  can 
understand a night trader having no morning business a t all, and 52 hours a week does not appear to me 
to be very excessive.

Dr. E mbling .— I think it is fair to confine it to the metropolitan area.
M r. P e a c o c k .'— T he e v il is n o t a s  g re a t  as som e p e o p le  th in k .
Sir F rederick  S argood .— The hours are often very long in the country ; customers come in at six 

o’clock in the morning and at nine o’clock at night.
Mr. S a ch se .— We took a considerable amount of evidence concerning tho Factories Act, and we 

found no sweating in the country whatever.
Mr. G rimwade.— W ill it meet the case if we agree to confine it to the metropolitan area ?
Sir F rederick  S argood .— The question is if it will meet the case of the shopkeepers in the 

metropolitan area.
Mr. P eacock .— I  do not think there will be any difficulty at all.
Sir F rederick  S argood .— Then we do not insist upon amendment 33 with that proviso. The 

next is sub-clause (a )  of clause 43, and it is a very difficult question ; the more we have gone into it the 
greater the difficulty appears. The clause provides :—

“ The Governor in Council may in the manner prescribed by section 63 of the Principal Act
make regulations—

“ (a ) Limiting the total number of hours in the week during which any person may within 
any part of Victoria specified in such regulations be employed as a carrier or carter of 
any goods wares merchandise or materials whatsoever in connexion with a factoiy or 
work-room or shop or in assisting any such carrier or carter.”

The difficulty to begin w ith is—what is the meaning of “ in connexion with a factory or work-room or 
shop.” In  the metropolitan district the carriers go round and collect their loads from various factories, 
warehouses, and retail shops, and from private houses. They all meet at the Grammar School, in t e 
St. Kilda-road, and distribute their loads among the various waggons, which go all over the suburbs, 
arriving sometimes at most unearthly hours. Those drays or waggons carry a lot of goods that aie ueit er 
from a work-room or a factory, and if their hours are limited to eight and a half, how can it be woi e ou. 
That is one difficulty. Another is that some of these goods may be loaded on drays going up t e coun ry, 
and are those drays to stop as soon as the eight and a half hours expire, no matter w iere t ey axe, or
w h e th e r  i t  is a  su ita b le  p lace  to  cam p  or n o t 1 . , ^  „

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — T hat is on a par with tho objection so often urged of a barber having to le 
man half shaved. You have spoken of the carriers coming at unearthly hours—every ^ e h o  ei' as 
had experience of that, and that is a proof of the long hours that those people work, l o u  have s i 
that a carrier at the end of his eight hours may find himself at an unsuitab e place f o r but  “  j™ 4 
case h e  w ould  not stop there—h e  would go on notwithstanding that he had hhe]law to  pi o tec t h . ,
h e  might come t o  a s u i t a b l e  camping place at the end of seven and a half hours, and he would p
because it might take him two or three hours to get to the next goot p ace. i considerable

Mr. I r v i n e . — This clause does not fix a daily time but a weekly time, and i t  leaves a consuleiable
l a t i t u d e  he  mav work longer hours one day  and less the  nex t.
la t i tu d e  h e ^ n a y ^ G _ M » T r6 n w itl l  to k £  i t  f„ r  g l.an ted  th a t  b ecau se  a m an  goes o u t w , h  th e se  goods 
h e  w o rk s  i o n -  h o u r s — sp e a k in g  fro m  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a  m ed ica l m an  w ho  h a s  a tte n d e d  w o rk in g  m en  or



35 years, I  say these carters and carriers do not work long hours ; they take their rest— when they have a 
late night they take care of themselves. I  am speaking of the carters and carriers in St. Kilda, Prahran, 
and South Yarra.

Mr. P e a c o c k .— I  think the Managers of the Council are anxious to do something for these persons, 
and when the late Cabinet were discussing the matter the very words were used that Sir Frederick Sargood 
has ti.sed. The question the late Cabinet had in view was the long hours that were forced upon the poor 
unfortunate fellows who drove delivery waggons in connexion with the large firms about the city, and who 
were really employes just as much as an individual in a shop. I  knew a young man, two years ago, who 
had to start work at six o’clock in the morning, and never finished until twelve o’clock at night. The 
doctor told a member of the A .N .A . that that man was hurried to his grave by those inordinately long 
hours. lie was hurried out of bed, had a hasty breakfast, and had to take all the rest of his meals in the 
cart. That is what the late Government and our House were anxious to prevent.

Dr. E m b l i n g . — Granting that we bring i n  a clause to protect that man, why should w e  interfere 
Avitli a man at Heathcote, Woodend, Castlemaine or Malmsbury who does not want protection? To protect 
the metropolitan area you bring every country district in Victoria under the Act.

Mr. T r e n w i t i i . — There is a very common practice that every one ought to set his face against—  

people call at a shop the last thing, make a purchase and say— “ Send that home.” That ought not to be 
allowed—it is mostly thoughtlessness.

D r .  E m b l i n g . — I t  i s  t h e  w o r k i n g  m e n  t h a t  d o  i t .
Mr. T r e n w i t i i . — I t  i s  very rarely that a working man does not carry h i s  parcel home with him ; 

but no matter who does if, i t  is equally reprehensible. Very often people want a parcel sent home at once 
that they are not going to use for a week.

Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . — The clause is not necessarily applicable to the whole colony—it says “ any 
p a r t”— that would enable the Governor in Council to say it should not apply to Ballarat, or any other 
district.

Mr. P e a c o c k . —Could it not be limited to the metropolitan area ?
Mr. G r i m w a d e . —Then you leave a large number of people working sixteen and eighteen hours a 

day without any relief. Do you wish to do that ?
Mr. P e a c o c k . —No.
Mr. G r i m w a d e . — This clause limits it to carriers in connexion with a factory— we d o  not want 

t h a t ; Buckley and Nunn are not a factory.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — I  would suggest that you limit it to the metropolitan area, and put

something in instead of the words “ in connexion w ith.” You really want to get the employes.
M r .  T r e n w i t h . — I t  i s  a  v e r y  c o m m o n  t h i n g  a m o n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t o  h a v e  n o  r e g u l a r  c a r r i e r  o f  

t h e i r  o w n  a t  a l l ,  b u t  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  e m p l o y  c a r r i e r s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e i r  g o o d s ,  a n d  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  b a n e f u l  i f  i t  

h a p p e n s  t o  b e  a  m a n  w h o  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a n y  o n e  f a c t o r y ,  b u t  e a r n i n g  h i s  l i v i n g  by 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  g o o d s  f o r  h a l f - a - d o z e n .

Mr. S a c h s e . —The independent carrier can do as he likes. When g o o d s  come by railway, are they 
not delivered that night ?

Mr. W a t t . —There are certain delivering hours for those things.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —I  think we can agree upon the words. In  sub-clause (b) we provide

for a half-holiday, but the same principle can be applied there, limiting it to the metropolitan area.
Mr. G r i m w a d e . —Are not carriers at Castlemaine, Ballarat, and Bendigo to have a half-holiday ?
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — They make their own arrangements.
S ir  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . ' - — T h e  h o u rs  o f c a rr ie rs  a re  v e ry  u n c e r ta in  ; as a  ru le , th e y  w o rk  in  th e  

a f te rn o o n  an d  e v e n in g , an d  to  say  th e y  sh o u ld  h a v e  an  a f te rn o o n  o ff w o u ld  d iso rg a n iz e  th e  tra d e , and  w ould  
b e  in ju rio u s  to  th e m se lv e s  ; b u t  g iv in g  th e m  a  h a lf -h o lid a y  a t  su c h  h o u rs  a s  th e  G o v e rn o r in  C ouncil m ay 
find m o s t c o n v e n ie n t to  th e m se lv e s  an d  th e  tra d e , I  th in k ,  Avould m e e t th e  case .

M r .  P e a c o c k . — I  t h i n k  Ave  m i g h t  a c c e p t  t h a t .

S ir  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — A m e n d m e n ts  46 a n d  47 w e a g re e d  to . N o w  Ave com e to am endm en t 
49, and  th e re  th e  C o u n c il is v e ry  s tro n g  in  vieAV o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  a  R o y a l C o m m iss io n  is to  be  ap p o in ted  a t 
once. T h a t  C om m iss ion  w ill g e t  to w o rk , an d  w ill no d o u b t ta k e  som e tim e  to  o b ta in  in fo rm a tio n , a lth o u g h  
th e  in fo rm a tio n  w ill be  o b ta in ed  m u ch  m ore  re a d ily  n o w  th a n  it  Avas w h en  th e  la s t  C om m iss ion  sa t , because  we 
h a v e  h a d  m ore  e x p e rie n c e , a n d  k n o w  w h e re  th e  sh o e  p in c h e s , a n d  w h e re  a m e n d m e n ts  a re  req u ired . W e 
m ay  assum e, th e re fo re , th a t  w ith in  tw e lv e  m o n th s  th e  r e p o r t  w ill  be  a v a ila b le , a n d  th a t  w ill leav e  tAvelve 
m o n th s  fo r n ew  le g is la tio n , a n d  th a t  is  w h y  Ave s tro n g ly  u rg e  t h a t  th e  th re e  y e a rs  sh o u ld  b e  a lte re d  to  tw o.

M r. M cL e a n .— W o uld  th re e  m o n th s ’ e x p e rie n c e  of th e  n ew  law  be su ffic ien t fo r th e  C om m ission  to  
fo u n d  a  re p o r t u p o n  ?

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — There is nothing much very new— these ave all little matters improving 
the carrying out of the existing laAv.

M r. T r e n a v i t h .— I f  y o u  m a k e  i t  tw o  y e a rs  th e  A c t  w ill la p se . I t  h a p p e n s  noAAr th a t  Ave h av e  an  
A c t  o f P a r l ia m e n t la p s in g  a t  a n  e x tre m e ly  in c o n v e n ie n t tim e . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , if  you  leav e  i t  th ree  
y ea rs , a s o u r C h a m b e r d ec id e d , i t  need  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  be  th re e  y e a rs  ; if  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  C om m ission  is 
su ch  as to  w a r r a n t  an  a l te ra t io n  in  le g is la tio n , i t  m ay  be done in  tw o  y e a rs , b u t if  you fix th e  tim e a t 
tw o  y e a rs , i t  m ay  lead  to  ru s h in g  e x tre m e ly  im p o r ta n t le g is la tio n . T h e  p ro b a b ili ty  is th a t  th e  law  w ill 
be  a lte re d  in  th e  d ire c tio n  in d ic a te d  by  th e  C o m m iss io n ’s r e p o r t  as soon  a s  th a t  re p o r t  is av a ilab le  fo r 
c o n s id e ra tio n , b u t  th e  a d v a n ta g e  of le a v in g  i t  fo r a n o th e r  y e a r  is th a t  sh o u ld  th e  r e p o r t  n o t be read y , 
haA’in g  in  v ie w  h o w  d ifficu lt i t  is  to  g e t ev id en c e  so m e tim es, Ave w o u ld  n o t bo b o u n d  to  go  on  in  such  a 
sh o r t tim e .

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —There are plenty of larvs as to which we have to pass Acts continuing 
them, and if the contingency arose of the report not being ready in time, or the Bill not being ready, you 
cannot suppose that the Council A v o u l d  not pass a continuing Act.

M r. M c L e a n .— I I oav would it do to  sa y  fo r tAvo y e a rs , an d  for th e  n e x t  session of P a r l ia m e n t 
thereafter— th e  tw o  y e a rs  m ig h t e x p ire  between the tw o  sessions .

Mr. I r v in e .— This Act comes into operation on the 1st March, 1900 ; the probability is that we 
would not be in session in March, 1902.



Mr. H a r w o o d .  We should know that before the end of the previous session, and could pass a  
continuing Act. r

Mr. M c K e n z i e .  During this year the Members of both Houses will be very much occupied with 
othei important business. There is the Icderal business, and the general election, and Members’ time will 
be very much occupied.  ̂ I t  seems to resolve itself into the difference between what Mr. Trenwith has put 
and what is stated by Sir Frederick Sargood. Mr. Trenwith says that if the report of the Commission is 
ready betoie the three years expire there is nothing to prevent legislation proceeding forthwith. On the 
other hand, it is contended, from the Council’s point of view, that, supposing the Commission reported 
at an early date, it would rest with the Government to proceed with the legislation, otherwise things would 
have to go on until tne end of the three years, while, if the two years was not long enough, a continuing 
Bill could be biought in. That is very true; but the other contention is true also, and I think three years 
is a. reasonable time. There is also another point to be taken into consideration—that is that the Com­
mission will necessarily have to inquire into the effect of the Act upon many new industries, and a longer 
period than three months will have to elapse before they can commence their inquiry. Under these 
circumstances, although I  took a different view when the matter was before our House, I  now think three 
years is a reasonable time.

Mr. G r i m w a b e . —Would the Assembly agree to make it two years and the first session of 
Parliament afterwards ?

Mr. P e a c o c k . — There is a strong feeling that this Royal Commission should be appointed, and 
that it should consist of Members of both Houses of Parliament. This will be a busy year, but, besides 
that, not only will Parliament desire to know something about the operation of the Act that is now 
expiring, but also to get some satisfactory information about the extension of the A ct to other trades. 
Whether the Council’s view as to the 16th clause be correct or not, I  do not think we shall be able to 
have the extension as rapidly as some people outside ex p ec t; so, if the time is limited to two years, the 
Commission will not be able to report upon that point.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —'Then we agree to the provision that it shall be for two years, and to 
the end of the next ensuing session of Parliament. As to clause 16, it has been pointed out by 
manufacturers and other parties engaged in the trade that all along, from the initiation of the Board, there 
has been great difficulty and friction between the order trade and the slop or ready-made trade. They say 
that the interest of the order trade employers and employes is to keep up prices, and that increases the 
price of the slop or ready-made goods so much that it is affecting trade, not only in the colony, but still 
more the export trade.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . —Do they contend that prices are too high now in consequence of that?
Mr. P e a c o c k . — T h e y  contend th a t  there are represen ta tives  on both sides w ho are not acquain ted  

Avith the technicalities o f  the  business.
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — I f  t h e  t r a d e  h a s  b e e n  a f f e c t e d ,  i t  m u s t  a r i s e  t h r o u g h  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r i c e s  b e i n g  t o o

h i g h .

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — T h e y  a r e  t o o  h i g h  t o  d o  a n  e x p o r t  t r a d e .

Mr. T r e n w i t h . —As a matter of fact, the maximum, which is the minimum too, is £1 a week for 
women.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —I  want to deal more with the fact that there are two distinct classes of 
manufacturers, and the same class of men are not capable of judging for both. If  they attempt to do so, 
those who make the high-class article want to fix too high a price for the other article, and vice versd, and 
they are always clashing. They urge, therefore, that, in the interests of both branches, there should be 
two Boards.

M r. P e a c o c k . — I  cou ld  q u ite  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  if  i t  Avere n o t for th e  fa c t th a t  th e  slop  tra d e  do a  

la rge  p o rtio n  of th e  o rd e r  t r a d e . M a n u fa c tu re rs  w h o  h a v e  w a ite d  on m e a t d iffe ren t tim e s  d id  n o t h a v e  
any o b jec tio n  to  th e  B o a rd  i ts e lf , b u t th e y  p o in te d  o u t th a t ,  on ac c o u n t o f  th e re  b e in g  m ore  p e rso n s in  th e  
order tra d e  th a n  in  th e  slop  tra d e , th e y  h a d  m ore  v o tin g  p o w er, so th a t  m en w ere s i t t in g  on th e  B o a rd  w ho  
w ere  n o t a c q u a in te d  a t  a ll  w ith  th e  s lop  tra d e , an d  i t  w as p rin c ip a lly  in  th e  s lop  tra d e  th a t  sw e a tin g  
p revailed . T h e y  sa id  th e re  Avere m en s i t t in g  on th e  B o a rd  Avhose o b je c t i t  w as to  ra ise  th e  p rices, b ecau se  
they  w ere  e n g a g e d  in  th e  o rd e r tra d e . T h e  la te  G o v e rn m e n t th o u g h t , and  o u r H o u se  th in k , th e r e  sh o u ld  
be in c reased  re p re se n ta t io n  g iv en  to  th e  slop  trad e , an d  our p ro p o sa l is th a t  th e re  sh a l l be th re e  re p re se n t­
ing  th e  s lo p  tr a d e  an d  tw o  re p re s e n tin g  th e  o rd e r  tra d e . T h e  m a n u fa c tu re rs  w ho AAra ite d  upon  m e 
rep re sen ted  th a t  th is  w as  th e i r  g r e a t  o b jec tio n  to  th e  B o a rd — th a t  th e y  Avanted m ore rep re se n ta tio n . T h e  
d ifficulty  in  th e  e v e n t of th e re  b e in g  tw o  B o a rd s  is th a t  som e of th e  e s ta b lish m e n ts  m ak e  u p  slop  goods 
and ta k e  o rd ers  too . W h e n  th e  in s p e c to r  com es ro u n d  to  see i f  th e  re g u la tio n s  a re  b e in g  ca rried  ou t, an  
em ploye m ay  be Avorking a t  e ith e r  o rd e r  Avork or slop  w o rk , and  I io a v  can  th e  in sp e c to r  te l l  u n d e r  w h ic h  
B oard  h e  is w o rk in g  ? I  th in k ,  th e re fo re , th a t  in  its  p ra c t ic a l  o p e ra tio n  th e  A c t  cou ld  be d e fea ted  b y  a 
m an u fac tu re r w ho d e s ired  to  do so, an d  i t  w ou ld  be im p o ss ib le  fo r th e  in sp e c to r  to  d e te c t it. I  am  sure 
those  A\rho w a ite d  on m e fe l t  th e y  h a d  a re a l g r ie v a n c e  in  b e in g  o u t-v o ted , an d  th is w as  th o u g h t to  be th e  
b est rem ed y  fo r  i t — n e v e r m in d  w h e th e r  th e  n u m b ers  a re  g re a te r  or n o t, th e  s lop  em p loyes a re  to h a v e  
th ree  re p re se n ta tiv e s .

M r .  G i u m a v a d e .— I s  t h a t  f a i r  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  ?
M r .  T r e n a v i t i i . —Yes, because it is in the slop trade that the sweating exists. I t  i s  \rery d i f f i c u l t  

to distinguish between the slop trade and the order trade. In the poorer class of order work there i s  very 
little difference i n  the Avork, and the factories are now extending their business in the direction of the order 
trade. I  know that the operatives are frequently engaged on suils that are made to measure A v i t h  the 
gentleman’s name on them.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — We do not insist on amendments 8 and 9.

The Conference adjourned fo r  dinner.
Upon resuming— „ . „ ~ c ,,
Mr. L evi. When we adjourned I  was about to bring under the notice of the Conference the

necessity that existed for insisting upon the amendments made in connexion with _ the Boards on clothing.
T h e  B i l l  w a s  a m e n d e d  to provide for two Boards instead of one, the reason assigned being that it was
co n te m p la te d  th a t  th e  one B o a rd  sh o u ld  co n sis t of ten  m em bers, five to  be  e lec ted  by  th e  em p loyers, an d



five by the employes, those representing the employes consisting of three representatives of tho slop 
clothing trade, and two of tho bespoke trade, with the result, as it is strongly put to me, that the bespoke 
people would naturally go with the employers, so that would make the voting seven against three. I 
believe this m atter has been brought under the notice of the Chief Secretary, showing the in justice that 
would be done, and how unfairly it would work. To rectify that it is proposed that two Boards should bo 
permitted, one for the ready-made clothing, and one for the bespoke trade. The reasons assigned are very 
fair and equitable, and the Conference, I think, ought to agree to that alteration, and the Council ought to 
insist upon that amendment being adhered to in this particular trade.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . —Under the existing Factories A ct the trade has had a Board in which the slop 
manufacturers have had the disadvantage of being outnumbered entirely on the masters’ side, and y e t i  
think it -would be difficult to point to any of the lists that have been fixed unduly high. The proposal now 
is to give them better representation, so they will surely be in a better position, though no injury of any 
serious character has accrued under the previous conditions.

Mr. W a t t . — I  understood that the Managers of the Council had agreed to accept the proposal.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — I  understood so.
Mr. L e v i .—I  might go further and refer to the boot trade, which is in a different position. A large 

number of those who make boots are not registered at all, which is very unfair.
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — T h e y  d o  n o t  r u n  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  t h e y  d o  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  t r a d e .

M r. M c L e a n .— The inspectors consider it will be practically impossible to administer this 
amendment where they carry on both trades in the same building. They say the two Boards might have 
different rates of minimum wage, different proportions of improvers and apprentices, and'different rates of 
pay, all in the same establishment.

Dr. E m b l in g .— W hy not ?
Mr. M c L e a n .—The men who administer the A ct say it would be impossible.
Mr. L e v i .—There would be no difficulty in placing certain restrictions on the slop-clothing trade— 

if they weie not permitted to make any order clothing at all, that would keep them distinct.
Mr. P e a c o c k . — This is an attempt to cure the difficulty as far as possible. As a matter of 

administration it would be absolutely impossible for the inspectors to distinguish whether the employes 
were making slop goods or order work. I t  would mean the evasion of the Act, and the impossibility of 
working the log. As it has been decided by both Houses to appoint a Commission, this experiment ought 
to be tried of giving the representation in the proposed proportion. I t  is an honest attempt to cure the 
difficulty without creating a greater difficulty.

Mr. S a c h s e . — The difficulty seems to be that there is 110 continuity of anyone work. A man may 
be on one kind of work for a few hours, and then be taken off and put on to the other work.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — We will now proceed w ith No. 13, which really takes in sub-clauses 
(16) and (17) of clause 16. Sub-clause (16) says—

u Any Special Board, instead of specifying the lowest piece-work prices or rates which may be 
paid for wholly or partly preparing or manufacturing any articles, may determine that piece­
work prices or rates based on the wages rates fixed by such Special Board may be fixed and 
paid therefor subject to and as provided in the next following sub-section.”

Then sub-clause (17) provides that any one who seeks to carry that out by deciding that he will pay his 
men by piece-work, based on the average wages, must submit to the Chief Inspector the price he proposes 
to pay, and the Chief Inspector “ if he thinks fit may disallow the same.” That places the power in the 
hands of the Chief Inspector to practically bring a business to a stand-still, possibly in the middle of a large 
contract. We think the Chief Inspector should report what he deems to be an evasion to the Board, and 
let the Board disallow.

Mr. P e a c o c k . — I  quite see the reason actuating the Council in making that amendment, but this 
is to deal with a trouble that has occurred over the Piece-workers’ Board ; it took them two years before 
they got to work. After an article has been made, and a statement drawn up of the remuneration to be 
paid, based upon the average wages, that statement is submitted to the Department, and if there is to be 
the further delay of submitting the m atter to the Board, the Board will have to sit continuously to deal 
w ith the difficulties in the white-workers’ trade alone, which is the trade of all others in which women are 
employed. There was great difficulty in constituting the Board, and there was great, difficulty in the 
Board coming to any determination. This is an article— p r o d u c in g  the same~\—in which, by the slightest 
alteration of a button or a frill, the rate can be altered, so that the desire of Parliament to give proper 
remuneration to those people can be entirely defeated. If the manager makes his statement to the inspector 
it can be investigated at once, but if it has to be sent 011 to the Board delay will take place.

Dr. E m b l in g .— You take it for granted that all manufacturers are rogues.
Mr. P e a c o c k . —No, a very small proportion of them.
Dr. E m b l in g .—You want to p u t  all the power in the hands of one man.
Mr. P e a c o c k . — He is in the hands of the Department— there are great powers given to other 

officers. The remuneration for this article is 2d., and the best worker in the trade cannot do more than 
one in an hour.

Dr. E m b l in g .—How does that affect the question that the Board should determine instead of the 
inspector ?

M r. M c L e a n .— The point is that the inspector would disallow it at once.
Dr. E m b l in g .—He may be wrong.
M r. M c L e a n .— The Board might not disallow it for some months, and the consequence would be 

that all the work done in the interim, at whatever price, would be legal until it was disallowed. I t  might 
get over the difficulty if you gave the inspector power to prosecute.

Mr. I r v i n e . — I  think the idea of a prosecution is rather cumbrous. The objection to this clause is 
that it gives rather too much power to the inspector, but the object is that there shall be the opportunity 
for prompt action. Suppose, instead of giving tho inspector power to disallow, lie had to give notice that 
he had referred the matter to the Special Board, and after that notice the manufacturer had to go 011 at his 
own risk—the rate not to be good until it was allowed, and if the Board deteimincd it was bad, it should he 
bad from the time the notice was given.
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Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r .— I  would suggest that probably in 9 9  cases out of 1 0 0  t h e  parties would b e  
satisfied with the decision of the inspector, but as there would occasionally be a case where the manufacturer 
was dissatisfied with the allowance, we might say that the Chief Inspector should have the power to 
disallow, but if required by the manufacturer to do so, he should refer the matter to the Special Board.
I  can understand that if we allow everythiug to go to the Board it would have to practically sit every day, 
but the Chief Inspector will have his officers, who will be able to advise him. In the vast majority of 
cases no difficulty would arise—he would probably do nothing, and allow the matter to stand. We must 
assume the inspector is a fair-minded man, and anxious to allow work to go on, but if he felt bound to 
disallow, he would know his decision was subject to appeal to the Board.

Mr. I rvine.—W hat would you provide for the inteival during the appeal ?
Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r .— I would let that go—I would not punish in  the meantime.
Mr. T r e n w i t h .—We must always remember that we are dealing with the people who do not desire 

to act fairly— this Act is not intended for fair-minded people. Suppose a manufacturer says—“ I will give 
so much for that article.” The inspector says—“ That is too little.” “ All right, I  will not make any more.” 
But he makes it with a very little alteration, and if that is disallowed he makes another slight alteration— 
he is continually varying, and he can do that from day to day.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— It is perfectly true that a manufacturer may do as you say, but we 
must also bear in mind that we, too, ma)'' make mistakes, and inflict very heavy loss upon a manufacturer 
who is working honestly and hard to catch a ship for Western Australia.

Mr. T r e n w i t h .— Suppose we adopt the suggestion of the Attorney-General ?
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .—That will do. I  have no objection to that. Now, as to No. 7, I  had 

better give the amendments sent in by the Council.
M r .  I r v i n e .— I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  s t a t e  y o u r  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  c l a u s e  t h a t  w e  s e n t  i n — t h a t  i s  

w h a t  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  s o  far .
Dr. E m b l i n g . —I object to discuss the original clause in toto. I  am not going to give my reasons.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .—I am sorry if my colleague disagrees, hut I  cannot alter my determina­

tion to do it in that way. We struck out sub-clause (1) of clause 16, and put another sub-clause in, and 
I  am asked for our reasons for doing so.

M r .  P e a c o c k .— Y ou o u g h t  to  g i v e  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  y o u r  p r o p o s a l .
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I will do so, but in order to do that I must go back a little. When 

the 1896 Bill came up to our House from the Assembly, it contained clauses providing for the Governor 
in Council (which of course means the Minister of the day and no one else) appointing the Special Boards. 
We remitted that Bill to a Select Committee, who took a large amount of evidence, representing certainly 
all the trades that were interested in the Bill, and some that were not ; and in every instance eveiy 
witness condemned the system of the Special Board being appointed by the Minister, and strongly 
advocated that the Board should be appointed by those interested—the employers on the one hand, and the 
employes on the other. An amendment was accordingly drafted, and passed by ine Council. That 
amendment was sent down to the Assembly, and after a considerable amount of trouble and discussion it 
was accepted, and since that date, 1896, it has been in practice.

Mr. P e a c o c k .— Excepting in the furniture trade.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — In the furniture trade we had to pass an amending Act because of the 

Chinese difficulty. They swamped everybody, so we passed an amending Act providing that the Special 
Board for the furniture trade should be appointed by the Governor in Council. All the other trades 
elected their Boards, and although-there was a little difficulty and friction at first, I  know that the matter 
now goes on without auy difficulty whatever. The practical result is that very few elections take place, 
because the employers on the one hand, and the employes on the other, meet together, decide whom to 
elect, and send to the Minister the right number. The Minister approves, and the thing is done. When 
the present Bill was brought in by the late Ministry, il again contained the provision that tne Special 
Boards should be appointed by the Governor in Council; but in this instance the Assembly took up the 
cudgels and decided that the elective system should be continued. The Ministry yielded to the representa­
tions made, and brought in amendments which are embodied in sub-clause (1). Ih a t sub-clause pioviues 
that if the Minister determines to bring a new trade under the Act, he shall first give notice m the 
Governm ent G azette of his intention to do so ; and, in passing, I would point, out that he can do this of Ins 
own motion, without any influence being brought to bear upon him, and in direct antagonism o < le s iou& 
opinions of employers and employes. He then has to submit to both Houses of Parliament, and to every 
Member of each House, a copy of such notice, with full particulars thereof, and the reasons theiefoi. I t  
goes on to say—“ And no Order in Council appointing such Special Board shall be made b y  the Governo 
in Council until the expiration of 30 days after a copy of such notice has been so laid befoie hot 
Houses of Parliament.” I  wish to point out the great delay that would probably arise under this clause 
in bringing a new trade under the Act. Assuming that this session ha een, as we lopet,
end of last year, and this Bill had become an Act, no action could lave icen a ten ) V/iovnbpr of Parlia 
House met agaffi in May or June. Then the notice would have had to be sent to eac Me of I a.ha 
ment, and would also have to lie upon the table for 30 days, which means another m o u t h .  ll .en
there is no provision as to what is to happen m either House. cours or whatever
the Ministry would have a majority in the Assembly, and whatever Oidei in Coi , e . jt 
resolution the Minister brought up and submitted to the Assem y, w01* ( “ concernej j the
and that practically would settle the matter as far as bringing u  ; o f ' t h e  Order in Council
Legislative Council, however, although it would have berore rt th..s.copy of Un> 0 .  ̂
and the reasons for it, that would be the beginning an ^  e“t accorjp ]0. to our Constitution Act 
concerned, it would be simply a farce. I take up .1S 8 , ’ c onS(itution just as much as the
Parliament consists of two Houses, and the Assem y is < violate that Constitution. If a matter of
Council, and neither the one-nor the other has any ^ 1 ? S k  it is cum bersom e) then
this kind requires to be submitted to I  arliamen (a n t, PGri=° * 7’ ^  oliier words, if Parliament be
P a r l ia m e n t, anil n o t one p o rtio n  of 1 a rh a m e u  , s ton < ‘ notice yea  or n ay . I  do no t th in k  th ere
co n su lted , th e n  ih a t  t h e r e k h o u h l  be a  sep a ra te  A c t passed

f o f  e a c 7 t r7 d e 7 th o u g h  th a t  is th e  rttfe in jh e  old  e o L r y ,  b u t I  say  a  s im p le  reso lu .tou  la td  on th e  ta b le ,



and approved or disapproved l>y either or both Houses would be all that is required. Following out my 
idea, I  tabled the following amongst my amendments :—“ Omit the following words on page 5, lines 6 to 9— 
‘and no Order in Council appointing such Special Board shall be made by the Governor in Council until the 
expiration of 30 days after a copy of such notice has been so laid before both Houses of Parliament,’ and 
insert—‘ and if, at any time within 30 days from such notice being laid before both Houses of Parliament, 
a resolution is passed by cither the Legislative Council or the Legislative Assembly, objecting to the 
making of an Order in Council appointing a Special Board, no such Order in Council shall he made, but if 
no such resolution is passed by either House, it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to make an 
order accordingly.” ’ That amendment recognised the position of both Houses under our Constitution. I  
may say I  purposely put it in that form, because I have always found it advisable to follow existing Acts 
as far as possible, and this is an exact copy, almost word for word, of the Railways Commissioners’ Act 
and the Audit Act. That amendment, however, I afterwards withdrew. I  will now deal with the 
question of the wisdom of calling in the aid of Parliament at all. I t  may simply be a matter of 
bringing in some small trade in which the employers and employes together do not number more 
than 150 people, but the Minister, in the first instance, publishes the notice in the Governm ent 
G azette , and a copy of that notice is sent to every Member of Parliament, and within 30 days 
something has to bo done or not done. Immediately that notice is circulated, we know that those who 
are opposed to being brought under the A ct will try to move the Members of the Assembly to oppose 
it, and there will be a long and probably acrimonious discussion over the question whether this small trade 
shall or shall not be included. Then if both Houses are to have their legitimate power in the matter, that 
which has been dealt with in the Assembly will again be dealt with in the Council, and the same farce will 
be repeated, while in the event of the two Houses disagreeing, I  do not know where we should be. 
Looking at it in that way, it appears to mo to be a cumbrous way of arriving at that which ought to be 
done promptly. Then the question arises— How can we arrive at what we want ? I  say not by appealing 
to Parliament. That is why I  ventured to suggest this amendment, that any trade desiring to be admitted 
to the benefits of the A ct shall at once approach the Minister by a petition signed by a majority of the 
employers, and another petition signed by a majority of the employes, and that the Minister thereupon, 
being satisfied that the numbers are correct, shall gazette it, and the thing is done. On going further into 
the matter, however, I  found there was considerable difficulty in connexion with some trades, more 
particularly the printing trade, where there are a few large firms employing a considerable
number of hands, and a considerable number of small firms employing a few hands. After
having had the benefit of the advice of practical men in the trade—for all through the business I  
have had great assistance from both employers and employes—I  came to the conclusion that as it stood 
that plan would not work, and some means must be devised by which the large employers, who desired to 
come under the Act, should not bo swamped by the small men who only employed a few hands, because 
the worst form of sweating is carried on by the small employers who were a short time since employes 
themselves. They have just got their foot on the ladder, and are trying to rise, and our sympathies are 
with them, but our sympathies are also with the employes. A fter some consideration, I  thought the 
difficulty might be got over by giving votes to the employers according to the number of their employes. 
I  discussed the matter with the various trades, and this morning I discussed it with the printing trade, 
which is the most difficult of all, and I  have arrived at the conclusion that giving an employer one vote for 
every ten hands he employs would get over the difficulty. I submit that the proposal of the Ministry, as 
contained in this Bill, is cumbersome, and although it would attain its end in the long run, it would cause
great delay, whereas the proposal I  make would be prompt, and would carry out the wishes of the trades.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — You have discussed the constitutional question whether both Houses should deal 
with a m atter of this sort. I  submit that after a Bill is passed and becomes an Act it ceases to be a matter 
of legislation and is a matter of administration, and it is always acknowledged that the Assembly has 
control of administration. However, I  do not propose to discuss that. I  understand that, failing the 
petition test, there is a disposition to go back on the other proposal— to demand a resolution of both 
Houses of Parliament.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —Certainly.
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — W ith reference t o  the contention that to submit a  question of this character to 

one House only is an infringement of the Constitution, I  do not think the two cases cited are analogous. 
The Railways Commissioner’s A ct was an Act of Parliam ent providing for the appointment of an 
individual—it was practically the appointment of an individual by both Houses. That A ct provides that 
that individual can only be dismissed by both Houses in accord, or by one House in two sessions.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —W hat about the Audit Commissioners ?
Mr. T r e n w i t h . —They are exactly on the same lines—they are appointed by Parliament under the 

A ct—but this is a matter of administration about which both Houses have legislated. When the Bill is 
passed, the matter of bringing other industries in is not an act of legislation which, if done by one Chamber 
only, would be an infringement of the Constitution ; but it is an act of administration done under an Act 
passed by both Houses. On the other point, I  submit that Sir Frederick Sargood’s proposal is very much 
more cumbrous than the provision in the Bill. The provision of the Bill is that persons dissatisfied with 
their condition can make representations to the Government of the day, through the Chief Secretary, and 
if the Government is satisfied that there is sufficient ground for the dissatisfaction represented to exist, 
they notify that they are going to arrange for the appointment of a Board to deal with the conduct of that 
particular industry.

Dr. E m b l i n g . — T h a t  is w h a t  w e  o b j e c t  t o .
Mr. T r e n w i t h . —I  know that, but I  wish to show that it is not cumbrous. That action can only 

be taken when Parliam ent is in session, which is a guarantee that the Minister is not going to disturb the 
industrial conditions at his own sweet will. Then it is done only when both Houses of Parliament have 
full information. Sir Frederick Sargood says it is assumed that the Government of the day has a majority 
— every Government has a majority, and it loses that majority by some act of its own. I t  is not at all 
improbable that if the Minister of the day were to exercise the powers this Bill proposes to give him in a 
way prejudicial to any industry, that act would convert his majority into a m inority; therelore the cairy- 
ing out of his will would be frustrated in a constitutional way by a vote of want of confidence.  ̂ If, on the 
other hand, he acts in a way beneficial to the common weal, his majority will increase, so no injury is done
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to any one, and there is no necessity for a check upon his action. Dealing now with Sir Frederick 
Sargood s suggestion, first of all there must he a majority of votes, and he arranges for the votes of the 
employers having a numerical value, according to the number of hands employed. Then there must be a 
test as to what is a majority, and that means that there must be a roll or a list, of members. We all know 
that such a list would be very difficult to compile, would be continually varying, and would have to be 
re-made from time to time.

M r. I r v i n e .— P r o v is io n  is  m a d e  fo r  t h a t  fro m  t im e  to  t im e .
Mr. Tr e n w i t h .  I know that ; but I  wish to show that it would be as cumbersome as providin0 „ 

roll for a municipal election. In cases where sweating prevails, the more rampant it is, and the m°ore 
necessity there is for the protection of this Act, the more difficult will it be to obtain the registration 
required. I f  you assume that there is an industry in which all the active members on the employers’ side 
are engaged in sweating their people, that would be the industry of all others to which this Act would 
apply, but that would also be the industry in which you would not get any employers to sign the petition.

Mr. G rim w a d e . —Is there a trade where such a stale of things exists ?
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — No ; but I am p u t t in g  an extreme case. I  do not want to claim more for my

argument than it is legitimately entitled to ; but, supposing there were such a case, this Act would be 
more required in that trade than anywhere else, and yet the Act could not operate. You may even take 
a case where a large percentage of the employers are sweating their employes, and a small percentage are 
honestly trying to do what is fair and reasonable ; that small percentage would be anxious to come under 
this Act, but they would be powerless to do so under the conditions you impose. As to getting the
signatures, I  mentioned the case of the gas-workers. Some gas-workers waited upon me, and asked me
what was to be done. I  said one good thing would be to present a petition to the Legislative Council. I  
said I would undertake to submit it to some Members of the Council, who would do what was fair in the 
matter, but they said—“ We could not give our names ; the persons who gave their names to a petition of 
such a character in the sweating establishments would be persecuted.”

Dr. E m b l i n g . —Are the gas companies sweaters ?
Mr. T r e n w i t h . —I do not say so—I  do not wish to say so ; I only know that these men were 

afraid. I  do not even say they were justified in. being afraid, but I  say there are many employes who are 
afraid to say what they feel because of the knowledge of the persecution they would be submitted to by 
their employers. I t  must be evident that a man who would do anything to get a profit out of his employes 
would exercise any terrorism to prevent their signing the petition.

Mr. L e v i . — T h e y  m u s t  b e  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — I  do not know that. I  know some printers who have large establishments, and 
it is a pleasure to go into the place to see how their employes are treated ; they are' well fed, comfortably 
clad, and they work in well ventilated, airy places. Those employers have to compete with the small 
places where a man runs a small paper, or a little business in which he does the whole of the work that 
requires a knowledge of the business, and the rest of the work is done by boys at any wage he likes to 
give them. In such places as those this proposal would fail entirely. I  submit, in support of the Bill as 
it is, that we always have the control that public opinion exercises over a person in a position of responsi­
bility. The M inister of the day is also controlled by his colleagues. When Sir Frederick Sargood was 
Minister of Defence, if he had proposed to raise our military force to 20,000 men he would not have been 
allowed to do it, or, if  he had proposed to wipe it out altogether, he would not have been allowed to do it, 
so there is a certain control of the Minister by his colleagues. Then there is the further control of the 
Minister by Parliament, within reasonable limits, and we all know there is some control of Parliament itself 
by public opinion. I  think all that control is a sufficient safeguard against any unfair or injurious action. 
The other proposal that has been made is so cumbersome, so difficult to operate, working the worst when 
it is required the most, that I  think we had better adopt the Bill, with such little dangers as there are, on 
the ground that they are so remote that they are more on paper than in the air.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Mr. Trenwith is absolutely correct in saying that this would be a 
matter of executive action when the Bill is passed, but sending it to the Legislative Council simply means 
that you ask the Council to forego one of its privileges, aud I  think it only fair to say that the Council 
cannot under any circumstances agree to that. W ith regard to the petition I have been making inquiries 
among four or five trades, and I am assured that there will not be the difficulty he anticipates in getting 
signatures. He has mentioned the printing trade, which is one of the worst, and I am sure if that proposi­
tion of mine to give one vote for every ten employes were adopted, there would not be the slightest 
difficulty in getting the petition signed.

Mr. P e a c o c k . — Referring to the printing trade, the master printers waited on me, and assured me 
that whilst they were anxious to get the A ct passed, they absolutely preferred the proposal of the 
Assembly, because the risks in the other proposal were so great that it might become unworkable. Then 
there is the cigar trade, concerning which, when I  was Chief Secretary, there were great complaints. 
Speaking from memory, I  would say that eight out of nine of the large manufacturers petitioned tor the 
trade to be brought under the Act, but it is a question for the Council to consider whether tne man with a 
£,5 licence is not entitled to be considered a manufacturer, and, ic so, it is absolutely impossible foi the cigai 
trade ever to come under the Act, because there is such a large number of those men. There are also 
other trades that waited on me asking to be brought under the Act, such as the sad tilery trade. All t le 
leading saddlers in the city, comprising some 70 employers, asked to be brought under the Act, and t le 
master printers assured me this morning that unless Parliament does something piompl \ ley wi e 
forced to reduce the wages, which they do not wish to do. Tlmy gave me instances of 2os. per week 
being paid for work which has been in the hands of Members of Parliament, w nc l em ers ave PUI 
chased lately. Those master printers assure me that they will be compelled to I^ ucep/ nÎ ; ^ esth1J 
something is not done, and they absolutely prefer the proposal of the Assembly. We cannot ee t e 
ramifications of the trade. I  think it would be hardly possibly m any of the t r ^ e s  to fall m with  Sir 
Frederick Sargood’s suggestion. I appreciate his motives m trying to solve the difficulty, but 
p ro p o ^ io f Z  Government will woidc better, though it will mean a certain amount of delay. I  think 
when the M an n ers  of the Council look at it from the point of view that everything has been done to 
insure ample nodce being given, they will see that the Minister of the day cannot act behind the back  of 
Parliament. Though the matter has been discussed on the assumption that the Minister will act on is



own responsibility, all of us who have been Ministers know that a Minister never acts without consulting 
his colleagues in any matter of importance. No Minister would be faithful to his colleagues unless he 
brought forward any matter of importance, and allowed his colleagues to discuss it. Of course, it may be 
said, why not put these different trades in the Bill at once? T hat was the original idea our Cabinet had, 
but it is impossible, in tnanv eases, to get the information. As to the petition, I am confident, with all due 
respect to the Managers of the Council, that we would not be able to get the petition signed, even if we 
only requiied a third or a fourth of the number. The men would feel they were running big risks ; they 
might be dismissed—they would certainly be marked men, and it is unfair to place men in that position.

Dr. E m b l in g .— We have had two propositions brought forward by Sir Frederick Sargood which 
have been traversed by Mr. Trenwith and Mr. Peacock. Mr. Trenwith’s idea is that no sooner is a Bill 
passed, 110 matter what the nature of it is, than the administration of it must lie with the Assembly—the 
Council has nothing to do with it. I  take exception to that. I  say in relation to an Act like this the two 
Houses should be in the same position ; we are not dealing with finance, we are dealing with the welfare 
of the countiy.

M r .  M c K e n z i e . —Do you take up that position in regard to all laws ?
Dr. E m b l i n g . —I  am now speaking of the Factories Act. Mr. Trenwith takes u p  the position 

that as soon as the Act is passed the Council has nothing more to do with it. I  take it that in factory 
legislation the two Houses ought to be in exactly the same position. In this clause that the Assembly 
sent up to us there are a number of words leading up to the fact that Members of Parliament are to be 
personally informed— that Parliament is to be informed, and that the papers are to lie on the table for 30 
days. Everybody knows that papers that lie on the table for 30 days are never read. I t  is simply 
verb'age, and what does it lead to ? W hat can you do ? I t  does not say that Parliament is to do anything. 
Sir Frederick Sargood says if you reject our amendment we are perfectly willing to accept your clause 
except this useless paragraph, meaning nothing, leading to nothing, and utterly worthless. We propose 
that you shall take the advice of Parliament when a new trade wishes to come under the Act. You seem 
to think factory legislation is to go through on greased wheels, but in other countries an Act of Parliament 
is necessary. We say if a trade wishes to come under the provisions of the Factories Act the Governor 
in Council should simply lay before Parliam ent the fact that such a trade wishes to come under the Act ; 
it is passed by the Assembly, comes up to our House, and, if there is no objection, the whole thing is done 
in 24 hours.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — If both Houses are in accord that is so, but if there is any discussion there will 
be delay.

Dr. E m b l in g .— I  say if the question is raised at all it has to come before Parliament in that way. 
That is one proposition. Now, Sir Frederick Sargood gives you another proposition, and his second 
proposition is an addendum to our amendment to make the voting perfectly equal, and put every man’s 
rights on a perfectly equal footing. Instead of giving every man a vote on his manhood, you say the man 
who employs a number of servants ought; to be more considered than the man who only employs two, and 
on that ground Sir Frederick Sargood proposes to give the larger employer a greater number of votes. 
I  do not see anything unfair in that, and one of these propositions I  am afraid we must ask you to accept. 
There is another point. Mr. Trenwith stated that in Victoria workmen were afraid to sign a petition. 
I  have had a great deal to do with Victorian workmen in the last 40 years ; I  have been practising among 
them, and I  can honestly say I never met a workman yet who was afraid to give expression to his 
opinions or sign his name to any petition.

Mr. W a t t . — It appears to me that the petition proposal which is given as one alternative is utterly 
impracticable, both from the employers’ and the employes’ stand-point—the employers’, because of the 
difficulty in arriving at any fair system of voting ; w hat might apply to the printing trade might not apply 
to the tanning or butchering trade, or any other trade. I  can bear out what Messrs. Trenwith and 
Peacock have said as to the fear in the minds of many of the operatives in the trades of putting their 
names to a petition of this kind. They might not be afraid to sign a petition for another purpose, but 
where it appears that the interests of employers and employes are likely to conflict, they regard their 
positions as being the first consideration ; so to my mind the petition proposal is the least feasible one of 
all that have been put forward.

M r .  M c L e a n . — In discussing this m atter with the officers who have to administer the^Act, they 
fully bore out what  has been said by Mr. Trenwith, Mr. Peacock, and Mr. W att, that it 'would be hopeless 
to expect to succeed by petition. In  regard to the other point there seems a-great deal of fairness in what 
Sir Frederick Sargood says as to the two Houses, but there is no attem pt whatever to take from the 
Council any power that it now possesses, or to give any additional power to the Legislative Assembly. In 
the mailer of legislation the two Houses are co-equal, and have co-ordinate powers, and no one desires to 
disturb that equality ; but (here are some matters in which the two Houses are not co-equal, such as 
finance, nor are they co-equal in controlling the Executive, and Sir Frederick Sargood will see that his 
proposition proposes for the first time to make them co-equal in the Executive.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S ar good .— N o.
Mr. M c L e a n .— This is a purely executive act. Parliam ent passes an A ct giving certain powers 

to the Minister of the day. That Minister is controlled by the Legislative Assembly.
Mr. H a r w o o d . — T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  s h a l l  w e  p a s s  t h a t  A c t  ?

Mr. M c L e a n . —We do it in every Act. Every A ct has to be administered b y  a responsible 
Minister, and there is only one House, either here or in the Imperial Parliament, that can directly" control 
that Minister. This Bill does not propose to disturb or alter that power in any way whatever. The 
Assembly can turn the Minister out if he does wrong ; the Council has never claimed to exercise that 
power. I  am extremely anxious to meet the Managers of the Council in any fair or reasonable settlement 
of the question, but I think they must see that that fear is based upon a misapprehension of the present 
relations of the two Houses.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —I do not think you are quite correct that we are seeking now to have 
a departure from what has been the practice in the past in connexion with practical legislation. Up to 
the present, in every instance where a trade is brought under the Factories A ct hoth Houses have acted, 
and the consent of both Houses has been obtained. You now seek to allow one House to say whether a 
trade shall or shall not be brought in. Is  not that a departure from the former practice ?



Mr. M cL e a n .—I t  is an administrative act.
. . . ^  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d — In every instance the inclusion of a trade in the past has not been an 

administrative action but a legislative action. Bolh Houses have been consulted, and both Houses have 
given their consent, how  you ask us to pass an Act which shall give the power to one House.

Mr. M cLe a n . Both Houses will be parties in passing the law.
Mr. G r i m w a d e .— W hat is the object of sending a notice to every Member of Parliament?
Mr. M cL e a n . Bhey can bring influence to bear in many ways.
Mr. 1 eacock . I  hat is so that they shall know what is going on.
iM1' ^Ia RW00 D. Knowing that something is being done of which they disapprove.
Mr. I e e n w i t h .— T hat was only done at the suggestion of people who thought the Minister might 

act hastily. We, personally, would have no objection to its being struck out. We do not think it 
necessary, but some persons were afraid, and possibly reasonably afraid, that the Minister might act 
hastily. °

Mr. G rim w a d e . The fact of the notice being given would not prevent that.
Mr. I k e n w i t h . The fact that notice cannot be given unless Parliament is in session is a guarantee 

that it cannot be done except in the full blaze of public opinion.
Mr. G rim w a d e . Supposing this is passed, and this notice is given to the House, and supposing 

something is^being done that the Legislative Council object to very much, what can they do ?
Mr. 1 r e n w it h . A s in almost every case of administration, they can do nothing but enter their 

protest. For instance, we have an Act passed by both branches of the Legislature empowering the 
Minister of Mines to do certain things at his own sweet will. We find by experience that the sense of 
responsibility that his office conveys prevents him from doing unwise or wicked things ; but suppose he 
does, you have passed legislation empowering him to allow or disallow certain mining leases, and no injury 
has arisen. Then, in connexion with almost every Land Bill that we have passed, there are certain 
discretionary powers vested in the Minister of the day.

Mr. H a r w o o d . And you hear very many complaints about both Ministers every day.
Mr. T r e n w it h . 1 hat is true.' W hatever we do as Parliament we hear complaints. I  do not see  

that there is any danger, and there is certainly difficulty in doing it in any other way.
Mr. M cK e n z ie . D o we understand that the Managers of the Council have definitely decided that 

they will regard the inclusion of any fresh trade as legislation and not as administration, and that they 
demand that their co-ordinate powers shall be preserved"in that respect ?

Sir F rederick  S argood.— Certainly, unless the principle of petition be adopted.
Mr. M cK e n z ie .—Then we must confine ourselves to that or go back to the other proposal to see if  

it can be originated with the trades themselves.
Sir F re de rick  S argood .— Unless you can suggest any other plan.
Sir G eorge Tu r n e r .— We are making far too much of this clause altogether. We are going to 

assume a lot of things. I  take it for granted that the Minister will not act in any of those cases until he 
has been moved by some persons interested, and has fully investigated the matter, and has satisfied himself 
that sweating does e x is t ; but even if he were to act in a case where sweating does not exist, what harm 
is done ? All this does is to appoint a Board to fix a reasonable amount of remuneration to persons 
engaged in a particular work. If  the amount of remuneration paid is a reasonable amount no possible 
harm can happen to the employers, but both parties will be satisfied. If, on the other hand, sweating does 
exist, it is our duty to do something that will enable that particular Board to put down sweating ; so, on 
the whole, it seems to me you are making a mountain out of a mole-hill. The proposal of the late Govern­
ment was such that no great harm could ensue, that the only effect of the appointment of a Board must be 
a benefit. We thought it was a simple matter to allow the whole m atter to remain in the hands of the 
Governor in Council, knowing that he would not act until he had looked a t the matter fairly and 
dispassionately. I t  appeared, however, to some Members of the Assembly (a minority of them) that too 
much power was placed in the hands of the Governor in Council, and we then suggested that we would so 
tie it up that no action could be taken except when Parliament was in session, and full notice should be 
given to every Member. We must realize the fact that the parties interested will know full well that this 
Board is about to be appointed. The public may take, and probably will take, very little interest in it. 
No one has much interest in it but the parties in the trade, and they will take good care that Members of 
Parliament are made to understand the subject before it is dealt with. Therefore we felt we were taking 
the greatest safeguards, but that has not met w ith the approval of the Council. They have put 
before us a proposal which, in any modification of it, is impracticable. They say men will sign 
a petition ; we know men will not sign a petition when their bread and butter is dependent upon it, and, 
under those circumstances, we may say, as far as our House is concerned, we cannot, with any modification, 
accept the proposal of the Council. T he difficulty in the other proposal is that the Council desire to block 
what would be an act for which the Government, to a great extent, would be responsible. We have had 
this difficulty before us in the Railways Act. We came to a compromise, when the Council thought they 
were giving up something, and the Assembly thought they were giving up something. In  that Act we 
provided that if certain resolutions were passed in both Houses something should happen ; but, failing that, 
we came to a compromise, which I  offer for consideration now, that if the Assembly felt so strongly in 
regard to the action taken that they chose, knowing the views of the Council, to pass a resolution a second 
time at an interval of six weeks, the will of the Assembly should be supreme. "We are all anxious to put 
down sweating, and we feel the proposal of the Council will not work. The Council feel that some 
modification of our proposal should take place. I  would feel, myself, inclined to agree to the same 
compromise that was effected before. If  you could work on those lines the Ministry would have no 
difficulty. They would be very careful before they took any steps. The Assembly would know the 
matter had been discussed by the Council, and the public attention had been arrested, and the Assembly 
would be very loath to pass a resolution a second time unless they were convinced the proper course had 
been taken bv the Government. We are giving way a good deal in the matter, and I  believe in 99 
cases out of 100 the resolutions would be passed in both Houses, but I  want a safety-valve in case a 
difficultv did arise. I t  is like the provisions we have made for dead-locks in our Constitution. They are 
there, but I  believe they will very rarely be brought into operation. I  am anxious this Bill should be passed, 
and thouo-h I  feel we are giving way very much indeed, I  would be prepared to give way to that extent,



and instead of having the procedure we have here, by which the Government of the day simply places 
before Parliament a notification that they intend to do something, and if Parliament does not move that 
something is done, I  would go the great length of saying that before the Executive could do that particular 
act, a resolution would have to be passed in both Houses, which we agree would happen as a matter of course 
in nearly all cases. I  think we must have the ultimate control in the Assembly. Our House will not 
agree to anything unless that is so. Therefore, unless we can agree to some such compromise, we must 
give up all hope of the Bill being passed.

Sir F rederick  S argood .—Is this a proposal from the Members of the Assembly ?
Sir G eorge T u r n e r .— No ; it is my own idea.
Sir F re de rick  S argood .— I  am very glad that, towards the end of liis remarks, Sir George 

Turner acknowledged that in 99 cases out of 100 the action of the Council and the Assembly would be 
alike, because he commenced by speaking about the Council blocking. I  would remind him that every 
trade now under the Act has been cordially approved of by the Council, and one trade, the bakers, was put 
in by the Council, not by the Assembly.

M r. M c K e n z ie .— I  thoroughly indorse Sir George Turner’s opinion, that the procedure in regard 
to a petition will not be approved in our House at all.

Sir G eorge  T u r n e r .— I am going strongly against my own opinion in the matter, and I  only make 
the suggestion as, in my mind, a last hope.

The Conference then adjourned.
On resuming—
Mr. M c L e a n .— This concession that is proposed by Sir George Turner goes a  great deal further 

than several of our Managers thought of going, but we recognise that you are anxious to come to a settle­
ment, and we are also anxious to settle the m atter amicably, and we have finally agreed to make the 
concession. I f  this is agreed to, it appears to us that it does away with the necessity of the first month’s 
delay—that is, laying it on the table for a month. I t  involves the necessity of the Government coming 
down with a resolution to both Houses, and, if both Houses pass that resolution, of course the matter is 
ended. I f  the Assembly pass the resolution and the Council disagrees with it, then the Assembly must 
wait for six weeks ; and if they again pass the resolution that settles it.

S ir  F r e d e r ic k  S argood .— I n  a d if fe re n t se ss io n  ?
M r. M c L e a n .—I  suppose an interval of six weeks is sufficient. There is another feature that I 

think we should consider. I t  might be proposed to bring two or three different trades under the operation 
of the A c t ; it appears to us the simple way would be to include those in one resolution in the first 
instance. E ither House m ight strike out one or two of the trades, but the same proposal would apply to 
any trade that was struck out as if it was brought in by itself.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S argood.— W hat trade did you propose to bring in?
Mr. M c L e a n .—W e have not considered any trades a t all yet. I  mean it would not be necessary 

to bring a separate resolution for each trade ; the resolution could be agreed to, or amended by striking out 
any particular trade. The same rule could be applied to that trade as if it had been brought in by itself.

Sir F rederick  S argood .—I  desire first to point out that in the existing Act, as I  mentioned 
before, various trades have been included, and not the slightest exception has been taken by the Council to 
their inclusion. This occurred in previous Acts, and in the present A ct another trade was put in ,to  which 
the Council has given its heartiest assent, and if one or two more trades had been included in which there 
were glaring cases of sweating, the Council would have concurred. The probability is that in 99 
cases out of 100 submitted to the Council, the Council would agree with the Assembly in the 
proposal to include them. I t  has evidently not been needed in the past, or thought necessary, to restrict 
in any way the power given to the Council under the Constitution Act. I t  was not suggested in the Act 
of 1885, nor in the Act of 1896, neither was it suggested in this Bill when first brought in by the late 
Minister. The Council is at a loss, therefore, to understand upon what grounds there is now an attempt to 
restrict the privileges of the Legislative Council, as laid down in the Constitution Act, which prescribes 
that in all matters save finance the two Houses are co-ordinate in every respect. The Council cannot, 
w ith all due deference, accept this as a concession. If  there be a concession, the concession will be on the 
part of the Council to the views of the Managers of the Assembly, because the Council considers that 
under the Constitution Act it stands absolutely on the same footing with the Assembly in matters of this 
kind. This is not fairly a m atter of administration. I  grant that it might be if we agreed to the Bill as 
brought up by the Ministry, but what you now propose is a provision similar to that in the Railway 
Commissioners’ Act, under which the Assembly can by a resolution passed in two sessions with an interval 
of six weeks—I think that is what you propose ?

M r. M cL e a n .— N o t n e c e s s a r i ly  in  tw o  sessio n s .
Sir F r e de rick  S argood .— Then you ask us to concede more than was conceded in the Railway 

Commissioners’ A ct of 1884. I  may say at once that the Council consider that that was a mistake, m 
giving up privileges they undoubtedly possessed under the Constitution Act, and with the utmost desire to 
meet the Assembly in promoting and getting through this Bill, and giving other trades the benefit of 
it, they feel that they are in the position of trustees under the Constitution Act, and that whatever may 
have been done sixteen years ago to part w ith some of their privileges and rights, they can be no party 
now to parting with any more, neither can they again concede that which was unfortunately conceded in 
that A ct of Parliament. We are, therefore, reluctantly compelled to 'say that we cannot concede anything 
that would place the Legislative Council on a different footing to that laid down in the Constitution Act.

Mr. T r e n w i t h .—I am inclined to think it is not a proposal that we ought to indorse very heartily, 
but I  desire to say, with reference to the constitutional aspect, that we have, under the provisions of the 
Health Act, given powers vested in the M inister that are somewhat analogous to the powers proposed to 
be conferred under this Act. The first question is whether certain provision ought to be made agains 
what is known as “ sweating.”

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S arg o o d .— We are heartily w ith you there.
Mr. T r e n w it h .— Sweating is a noxious method of carrying on an industry. We have, under the 

Health Act, power to prohibit the action of certain noxious trades. The Legislature decided that noxious 
trades should be limited in their operation, or compelled to be carried on under conditions that are no
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piejudicial to health. Then, as a matter of administration, there is power to decide what are noxious 
trades, i l ia t  seems to me to be an exactly parallel condition. Parliament h a v in g  decided that sweating 
is noxious, that it shall be restricted and suppressed, extends the power to the Minister to say what 
industries shall be brought under the operation of this Act. I t  is equivalent to saving that the Health 

epar men s a say what is noxious under the Health Act. I t  seems to me there is no departure 
■r r°fi1, * e principle^ that has already been approved, a principle that has been adopted in the
British Constitution, a principle round which there has been a great deal of struggle and conflict, but about 
which now there is no difference of opinion, that in affirming principles of legislation both Houses are 
equal, but when the principle has been affirmed the administration is under the control of the Commons. 
I  submit that there is no intention or desire to infringe, and no feeling that there is any infringement of 
the constitutional privileges, in this proposed arrangement of the difficulty. There is practically the 
bringing into administration, or control of administration, the second Chamber, which, I confess, does not 
commend itself to me. I  have wrestled with my scruples on the question, and for the purpose of 
adjusting this serious difficulty I  have consented, if that can meet the difficulty, to agree to it. I  would 
respectfully submit that there is the Inllest safeguard against hasty or ill-considered action, because both 
Houses of Parliament are taken into consultation about the introduction of a new industry. I  have 
recognised the force of the argument used by Sir Frederick Sargood, that, in the past, even taking in a 
new industry has required legislation, but, after all, the principle has been affirmed every time over again, 
and I  would urge on Members of the Council that there does appear here to be a solution of the difficulty 
that derogates from the dignity of neither side, that gives most full and complete, I  think too full, 
control, or an unnecessary safeguard against a possible evil, and which renders it possible within a 
reasonable time to extend the benefits of this A ct to industries to which it ought to be extended, that is, to 
industries that are carried on under conditions that are noxious to public sentiment.

Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . — When the first Bill was brought in the question was an entirely new one, 
and it was then thought wise to pick out what were notoriously known as the sweating trades. On that 
occasion we put those particular trades in the Bill as a mere experiment. That experiment has 
undoubtedly proved a success, and the principle has unquestionably been affirmed that wherever sweating 
exists those Boards should be iu existence, as the only means known of putting down that particular evil. 
When we brought in the second Bill we took a far larger power than Sir Frederick Sargood thinks, 
because we took the power from the Council without any control at all, and we left the whole matter in 
the hands of the Government of the day.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Which matter ?
Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . — As to which trade should be brought under the operation of the Act. That 

was our idea ; to meet objections that were raised we modified it, but we did not give the power to the 
Council to over-rule which trades should be brought under the operation of the Act. Sir Frederick 
Sargood said the Council gave up a considerable amount of their power when they consented to that 
alteration of the Railway Act. I do not agree with that.

Mr. S a c h s e . — Certainly they d i d ,  and that was a great mistake.
Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . —If the Council are going to carry on the Government of the day, no doubt 

that was a mistake ; but the Government have to carry on the government of the country, and they are 
responsible for doing so. I  consider it was a concession by the Assembly to the Council, not by the 
Council to the Assembly. In  this respect I  regret, in one way, my friends will not meet us ; in another 
way, I  am very glad of it. I  did what I  have often done; that is, I  went a long way further than I liked, 
to get a compromise and end the matter ; but, as the Council will not meet us, I  am very glad, because it 
will relieve me of feeling in my own mind that, with a desire to get rid of this sweating, I  have gone a 
long way further than I.ought to have gone.

Mr. P e a c o c k . —The interests are so great in this matter that I  would respectfully submit to the 
Council Managers that they should reconsider their decision. After the Conference, the Assembly 
Managers had a great diversity of opinion whether Sir George Turner’s suggestion should be approved, 
and our Chamber will feel that there has been a great concession. I  would like to put this to the Council 
Managers. I  can quite understand the feeling which may exist in the minds of the Council Managers as 
to the danger of giving the Governor in Council this great power of bringing a trade under the operation 
of the Factories Act. They think that when a resolution is first brought in the supporters of the 
Government, though disapproving of it, would perforce support the Government. I t  seems to me that 
that requires careful consideration at the hands of the Council Managers, because before a trade is brought 
in the resolution would have to be carried, and it cannot be supposed that the Governor in Council would 
bring a trade under the Factories Act if it necessitated cracking the whip over the Government supporters, 
for fear it might be treated as a vote of want of confidence. Our present Act is expiring, and I  would 
respectfully submit to the Council Managers that the responsibility is great upon them. No one is more 
anxious than I  am to have the difficulty settled, and I  would ask them, in the interests of those who cannot 
speak for themselves, not to allow us to separate without coming to a settlement of this difficulty.

Mr. I r v i n e . — O n  the constitutional aspect of the case, it seems to me that once we assume that the 
appointment of these Boards should only be done, or the bringing of a new trade under the operation of 
this Act can only be done, by a legislative act, there is a great deal of force iu Sir Frederick Sargood’s 
argument that the Council would be derogating from its power by adopting Sir George Turner’s suggestion, 
but I  should like to point out that, there are many cases in which the Legislature have already delegated 
their powers to the Governor in Council, as well as to other bodies. They have repeatedly enabled the 
Governor in Council to make regulations not merely regulating noxious trades, but a large number of other 
matters, and it, to my mind, becomes a matter for the consideration of both Houses of Parliament whether 
their powers of legislation ought or ought not to be delegated. I t  is a question of degree whether the 
Houses should give up their powers of legislation. One of the propositions that Sir Frederick Sargood 
has put before us involves the acceptance of this as being an executive act. The amendment was that the 
Governor in Council should have power, as set out in this Bill, to appoint a Board, and he was willing to 
accept that, provided his amendment on that was accepted, which was to enact that either House of Parlia­
ment should have the right to negative that a c t ; in other words, one of his alternative proposals assumes 
the desirability of delegating this legislative power to the Governor in Council, thereby making it an 
executive and not a legislative act, provided either House had the right of controlling the exercise of that



right. Now, the position taken up by the Managers of the Council is this : you admit that you are pre­
pared under certain conditions to make this an executive act, provided that you, the Council, have a joint 
controlling power over that executive act w ith the Assembly. Once you admit that to be an executive 
act then we, on behalf of the Assembly, cannot for one moment, without derogating from our constitutional 
privileges, accept your right to interfere with that executive act. Hence the whole basis of this proposition 
is that Parliam ent should delegate its powers, but we say we are not prepared to give you the absolute and 
final control over the exercise of that act, but we are prepared to surrender a certain portion of our rights 
by giving you an opportunity of delaying for a reasonable time the exercise of our executive power, to give 
time for re-consideration. T hat seems to me (and I  have followed the arguments of Sir Frederick Sargood 
with great attention and respect) the true constitutional aspect of this question, and I  think we can claim 
that we are not only making a concession, but a concession which may hereafter be used in a dangerous way 
against the privileges of our House. T hat is one fact that has given me great doubt as to whether we 
ought to make the concession or not. 1 would join with honorable Members of the Assembly in urging the 
Council M anagers to reconsider their determination in this matter, seeing the difficulties that will arise if 
this Bill is lost.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — I  need hardly assure the Managers of the Assembly that, as far as the 
Council Managers are concerned, they are equally anxious that this Bill shall become law. We recognise 
th a t the clauses which have been passed, and the amendments we have agreed to to-night, are distinct 
steps in advance upon our existing A ct ; so there is no difference between us as to that. We are simply 
coming to the question as to how it is to be done. I  again say there is nothing to warrant the Assembly 
in asking us to depart from the practice since 1884, namely, that if fresh trades require to be brought in 
they shall be brought in by both Houses. So far, the Assembly Managers have not shown an iota of 
reason for that. H ad the Council shown itself actively adverse to the extension of the benefits of the Act 
to new trades, there m ight have been reason for a change of front in the Assembly, but, so far from that 
being the case, on every occasion the Council has warmly assisted the Assembly, and in one instance it 
even went beyond the Assembly. W ith  regard to Mr. T renw ith’s analogy, I  do not think it is on all-fours 
w ith this case. A  noxious trade is a trade injurious to health, as to which all must be agreed that it 
should be stopped, but in this case it is more or less disputed. I t  is very well for some gentleman to say 
there is sweating in a certain trade, but that does not prove that it is so ; it may or may not be so. Again, 
while it affects the employes, bear in mind the question also affects the employer, and with the best 
intention, it is possible that legislation may take place avowedly in the interests of the employes and 
ultimately result in their injury. Again, under the H ealth Act, the Assembly is not called on to give its 
opinion as to each trade, but here it is called on to say yea or nay. Then the question comes in, is 
it wise, from a public point of view, to trust the M inister w ith the responsibility of admitting or rejecting 
a trade. The effect of his decision may be to ruin that trade, and he can only obtain that information from 
his officers. Probably, of his own knowledge, he knows nothing about it. I  deeply regret the course that 
the Council Managers have had to decide upon. I  have attem pted to follow the Honorable the Attorney- 
General in his arguments w ith regard to our having already given up the principle, but I  fail to follow 
him.

M r. I r v i n e .— I  th in k  y o u r  am en d m en t  implies h a v in g  g iven  u p  th e  princip le .
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — I  am quite unable to follow up the argument. Certainly it was never 

intended to do so. W e are as anxious as the Assembly to pass this Bill into law, but under no considera­
tion can the Council give up its rights under the Constitution Act.

Mr. W a t t . —In  the amendment in question the whole act of appointing a new Board is clearly 
contemplated as an executive act, because the Governor in Council, being empowered to appoint under 
petition, neither House of Parliam ent is called upon to interfere in any way. You provide that a 
safeguard is to be secured by getting the consent of Parliam ent to the Board being so appointed, but 
Parliam ent in either of its branches has not been asked to say yea or nay to an act of the Executive, 
clearly implying, to my mind, th a t it is an executive act pure and simple.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — The speakers in your House themselves acknowledged that your House 
wmuld probably take action, and be moved for or against the decision of the Minister to issue this Order 
in Council. You yourselves have recognised that there should be legislative action by your own House, 
and that that action could not be taken by the Council ; the Government would take its own responsibility. 
I  show that you provide for control by one branch of the Legislature, and you have recognised that, at all 
events, one portion of Parliam ent has to deal w ith the m atter, therefore we claim that if Parliam ent in any 
way has to deal w ith it, Parliam ent as a whole should deal w ith it.

Mr. W a t t . — B ut you suggested that Parliam ent should not do it at all in your amendment.
- Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Precisely; I  take it away from Parliam ent altogether.
Mr. T r e n w i t i i . — We have certain recognised proceedings w ith reference to acts of administration, 

copied from the Imperial custom. T hat administration goes on as long as the Commons do not object, 
but whenever the Commons do object, they do not legislate on the question, they simply decide that the 
administration is not going on to the approval of the House, and the constitutional usage is that whenever 
that occurs, the administrators are changed. I t  is clearly an administrative act controlled by that branch 
of Parliam ent which is composed of the Commons. W ith reference to the submission of the matter to 
both Houses of Parliament, the Assembly Managers will have no objection to withdraw that, and leave it 
to the Minister, subject to such constitutional checks as exist. A fter all, the injuries the honorable 
Member assumes cannot happen unless we assume that a Board composed of employers on the one hand, 
and of employes on the other, and a chairman, appointed because of his special ability and character for 
impartiality, agree to do an unjust act. The most the M inister can do is to appoint a court at which both 
parties are fairly and equally represented. T hat is the worst he can do. Assuming he does it hastily and 
inconsiderately, what serious injury can happen, having in view the constitution of the court ?

M r. M c L e a n .— I  am afraid there is  no chance of arriving a t a satisfactory solution at present of 
this important question. Sir Frederick Sargood has made a suggestion that "we m ight adjourn further 
consideration until to-morrow.

Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . — I  do not see any use in it. If  the Council have made their minds up not to 
budge, there is no use bothering any more about it. There is only one suggestion I  can make that we 
should declare in the Bill that a Board should be appointed in all trades at once. No harm can possib y
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result. All that has to be done is the appointment of a Board. That Board investigates the rate of pay, 
and if the rate of pay is fair and legitimate it enforces it, if not it ought to be dealt with. But if the 
Council have made up their minds they are going to refuse everything, there is no use adjourning. We 
would only go over the same ground for hours, and then be in the same position.

The Conference then adjou rned  u n til to-morrow a t half-past Ten o'clock a.m

TH U R SD A Y , 8 t i i  FE B R U A R Y , 1900,

Present :
Council. A ssem bly.

The ITon. Dr. W. H. Embling 
The Hon. A. O. Sachse 
The Hon. F. S. Grimwade 
The Hon. W. Knox 
The Hon. T. C. Harwood 
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
The Hon. N. Levi.

The Hon. W. II. Irvine
The Hon. A. McLean
Mr. McKenzie
The Hon. A. J .  Peacock
Mr. Trenwitli
The Hon. W. A. W att
The Right Hon. Sir George Turner.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S ar g o o d .—I think it advisable to call attention to a statement that appears in this 
morning’s issue of the A g e . I  should not have done so had it not been that any statement I  make is made 
on behalf of the Council. The d^esays :—“ A curious constitutional objection was stated by Sir Frederick 
Sargood. He says that the Council can never permit a Minister to proclaim new trades under the Act, 
because that would be giving up to one House what is the right of both.” I need hardly say I  never 
stated anything of the kind. As a matter of fact, the amendment I  proposed in the Council, and which the 
Council carried, gives the power to the Minister, subject to petition.

Mr. I r v i n e . —It is rather a wide representation of your argument.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .—It is evidently a misapprehension, and I thought it well to correct it. 

Since we adjourned we have all had the benefit of thinking over this matter, and it may be well for me to 
refresh our memories as to how the matter stands. As the Bill reached us, it contained the proposal that 
the Minister shall appoint a Board subject to the concurrence of the Assembly. As amended by us, it 
proposes that the Minister shall appoint a Board subject to a petition being presented. W ith regard to 
the Assembly’s proposal, we pointed out that, in our opinion, if Parliament was called in at all both Houses 
under the Constitution stood alike, and therefore it should require the joint assent of the Houses. As to 
the Council’s proposal, that the Minister should appoint only on the presentation of a petition, it was 
suggested by the Managers of the Assembly that a petition on behalf of the worse-sweated trades would 
be impossible to obtain and therefore the proposal could not be carried out. Personally, I do not think 
that objection would be realized, except in very few instances. I  think there would be so few cases in 
which pressure would be brought to bear upon employes that it would not affect the result of the petition, 
but even if it were otherwise, it has occurred to me whether the difficulty might not be met by allowing 
the employes to vote by ballot. There would then be absolute protection for them. As far as the 
machinery is concerned, I do not see that there need be much difficulty in deciding who  ̂are^ employes, 
and who are not, and, in any case, we must bear in mind that it will only be once in the life-time of any 
trade.

Mr. T r e n w i t h .— Who would initiate the ballot ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S argood .—The Minister on his own responsibility. I  recognise th a t  th a t  is an

administrative act, and should be the act of the Minister.
Mr. I r v i n e .—I  do not think Sir Frederick Sargood’s proposal effectually disposes of the difficulty 

as to the coercion of the employes, because in a small trade there would not be the slightest difficulty in 
discovering which way the employes voted. I t  also leaves absolutely untouched the graver objection, oi 
the other very serious objection, that in some trades you would not get any employers at all to petition.

Mr. M cL e a n .— T hat would be th e  case in the  worst sweated trades.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S ar goo d .—You mean that there are trades in which the majority of the employers 

are sweaters ?
Mr. T r e n w i t h .—Yes ; I  tried to avoid using offensive language, but there are trades in which the 

majority of the employers live by adopting every means they can of taking advantage of those in t leir 
employment— they are continually scheming with that aim. In  such a trade as that, even if you had 
perfect unanimity on the part of the .employes, and you failed to get half the employers you coidd not 
bring the Act into operation. That would be obviously more likely to be the case in a trade wheie
necessary to bring the Act into operation than in other trades. „ . ,  , , arinnh'ncr

Sir F re d e r ic k  S A R C O O D . - X h a t  would only be in isolated cases. ̂  CouMwe n * j l n l e  ^ o p t in g

r other trades under the 
and third readings ?

Mr T r e n w i t h . — The objection to that is that it r e a l l y  in v o lv e s  a  p... t of "“ f j K
in passing a S  I  second reading discussion at any rate must ensue, and that will take a great deal

0 f  tlme*Mr M c K e n z i e . — You propose in the first instance to deal with every trade on the initiative of the 
Minister—-the Minister would take the initiative and ask the trade to submit a petition ?

m. M” i.-A n d °  i i c T s t  i V h i f t t w t t  was not satisfactory, you would then act by resolu­

tion of M ia m ™ t ? S a r c o o d . - N o ,  as I  understand, there are some cases where it is not a question
f ,h themajority of the employers are sweaters. I say that m those isolated cases

(b e^ u ^ w e  Ml concim  that they . , / t h e  minority^ i e  might fairly deal with them stra.ght out.



Mr. M c K e n z i e . — You would first heave to test the matter by vote—you cannot select any particular 
trade and say— “ This is a sweating trade, and we will deal with it by resolution.”

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — The most important thing in those cases would be to ascertain what 
the employers mean to do. I f  the employers stand aloof, and decline to do anything, I  should say there is 
no necessity to trouble the employes with a ballot.

M r .  M c K e n z i e . — I t  w o u l d  m e a n  a n  a b o r t i v e  a t t e m p t  t o  d e c i d e  b y  b a l l o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  a n d  

t h e n  a c t i n g  o n  a  r e s o l u t i o n .

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —No, not necessarily ; we take it for granted the employes are anxious 
to come under the Act. The next thing is to move the employers who will not move of their own 
accord.

Mr. P e a c o c k . —In  the marble and stonecutting and polishing trade, the majority of the employers 
do not wish to come under the Act. There are only 147 employes in the trade, and it would be very easy 
for the employers to know which way the men voted. I  can assure the Managers of the Council that I 
received several deputations, and they always requested that I  would receive them after, working hours, 
and that their names might not be mentioned. Those men were quite reasonable in discussing the 
matter. They did not complain that they were paid low wages, but their fear was that, owing to the* 
cutting that had taken place on the part of the smaller manufacturers, their employers would be compelled 
to reduce the wages, but they always asked the press not to record their names. I  quite recognise the 
honest attem pt on the part of the Council to meet the difficulty, but I  am afraid their proposal will be 
found to-be full of difficulties in the practical working. Many difficulties have presented themselves to us 
here, even at this stage, and there will be lots of others that we cannot now foresee.

Mr. H a r w o o d . — This A ct is only to be a tentative one, so the difficulties will only exist for a  short 
time, and the objections you seem to entertain may not be realized.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — They may not be realized, but on the other hand they may, and we want to get 
the Act into operation as quickly as possible.

Mr. H a r w o o d . — You will soon see whether the ballot system works well or not. I f  it does not, 
when you come to legislate again you can provide for all these cases. In  the meantime, the fear on the 
part of those trades is that they may be brought under the A ct w ithout their desiring it.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — I  think the Managers o f  the Council are over-estimating the possible dangers. 
Suppose we have a very rash, impetuous Chief Secretary, who brings trades under the A ct right and left, 
w hat harm is done ? He is acting in a humane way to the employes. A  Board is appointed, evidence is 
taken, and the Board says— “ Things are going on all r i g h t ; we see no need to make any change.”

Mr. M c L e a n . — An idea occurred to me this morning, as I  was walking across from my office. I  
do not put it forward as a definite proposal, because it is possible that when I  have looked into it a little 
more fully I  may see reasons to withdraw it ; but, if there are no objections to it, it appears to me it 
m ight meet the difficulty that arose last night. As I  understood the attitude of the Council Managers 
yesterday, there was no suspicion th a t they were less desirous than ourselves to make the Act effective. 
Their only objection to the proposal contained in the Bill is that it involves some surrender of their 
constitutional rights. For my own part, I  need hardly repeat that I  do not see that there is any surrender 
or invasion of the Council’s rights involved ; but that was the objection that was urged. Now, how would 
it do to provide that the Governor iu Council may, on a resolution being passed by either House, appoint 
a Board for any particular trade ? T hat will not make the A ct less effective, but it puts the Houses on an 
absolute equality. The only difficulty that occurs to me is whether it does or does not give the Council a 
power of an executive character that they do not possess now. I  do not think it does, because the 
Minister is still responsible to his own House if he does anything that that House disapproves of. There 
is no doubt that course would not make the A ct less effective, it would not involve any loss of time what­
ever, it would enable the thing to be done promptly, and it would not involve any invasion of privileges or 
constitutional rights.

Mr. H a r w o o d . —I t  would be ignoring the Council just a s  effectually a s  the present proposal. You 
say, on a resolution passed by either House, the Executive can take action. I f  the Council are opposed to 
and decline to pass the resolution, then the Assembly can do so, and ignore the Council.

Mr. M c L e a n . — Do I  understand that the Council wishes to stand in a higher position than the 
Assembly ? I f  the Assembly is content that a Board shall be appointed on the resolution of the Council, 
is it not reasonable to expect the Council to be content to accept a Board on a resolution of the Assembly?

Mr. H a r w o o d . — Even if the Council is opposed t o  the Board being appointed, a  resolution of the 
Assembly will enable it to be done.

Mr. M c L e a n . —A n d  vies versd.
Mr. H a r w o o d . — But we do not ask for that—we do not wish to coerce the Assembly, 

i " r  a Mr. M c L e a n . —It is quite evident then there is something more in the Council’s objection than was 
expressed last night. I  tried to meet the difficulty that was expressed, but if there is anything behind, 
that is different.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —No ; there is nothing kept back.
M r. M cL e a n .— Y o u  a d m it t h a t  m y  s u g g e s tio n  does n o t  g iv e  one  H o u se  a n y  a d v a n ta g e  over the

other ?
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — You mean that either House, of its own initiative, either by a private 

member or a Minister, may pass a resolution that it is desirable that the Minister should appoint a Board 
for a certain trade, and the M inister may then appoint the Board. Let us follow that out. In the first 
instance, we will assume, for argument’s sake, th a t a Member of the Council moves the resolution, and it 
is carried, that it is desirable to bring the marblemasons under the Act. T hat resolution is sent to the 
Minister, and he does not do anything ; he simply folds his hands, because your suggestion is that he 
“ may,” not that he “ shall,” appoint the Board. Now, let us assume that instead of the Council passing * 
the resolution the Assembly does so. In  that case the Minister, as a m atter of course, seeing that the 
resolution has been carried by a majority in the Assembly, appoints the Board. I  think that is how it will 
work out.

M r. M cL e a n .— I t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a t  a l l  l ik e ly  to  w o rk  o u t in  th a t  w ay .



211

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —The Minister certainly would not appoint the Board unless he thought 
it would meet the views of the majority in the Assembly, even if the Council did pass the resolution. I t  
practically means that the decision whether a Board shall be appointed or not reallv lies with the 
Assembly.

Mr. T r e n w i t h .  That is undoubtedly the constitutional position. In all legislation the principle 
involved is dealt with by both Houses, but the execution in detail is an executive act, which may safely be 
left to the Minister under the control that there is over him in the very existence of Parliament.

Mr. I r v i n e . —There is surely no constitutional difficulty in this.
S i r  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— N o  ; t h e r e  i s  n o t .

Mr. I r v i n e . —Then the only difficulty arises in the possibility of a hard-and-fast opposition in one 
of the Houses to the constitution of the Board, and as far as I  can see there is not likely to be any 
opposition. I  believe the Council are quite as anxious that the trades should be brought in as the 
Assembly. The only thing is that instead of Parliament delegating an absolute arbitrary unlimited 
power to the Minister to do this ministerial act, it imposes the condition precedent as a safeguard that the 
Minister shall have the sanction of one House or the other. I t  does not seem to me to involve any 
constitutional difficulty.

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — Not in that discretionary form.
Mr. M c L e a n . —It must be discretionary, but we know that that discretion will always be exercised. 

The Council is not likely to carry a rash resolution bringing in a trade if the Assembly are likely to 
censure the Minister for bringing it in. We have never known such a position as that, and I  do not think 
it will be likely to arise in the future.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —There would probably be a competition between the two Houses as to 
which should bring in the most trades.

T he Conference adjourned fo r  a quarter o f  an  hour.
Upon resuming—
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —Will you again state your proposition, so that there can be no mistake 

about it ?
Mr. M c L e a n . — I  followed you carefully last night in the position you took up, and you certainly 

left the impression on my mind that the Council were as anxious as the Assembly to make the Act as 
effective as possible, and to extend it to any trade where there is a reasonable ground for believing that the 
necessity exists for the appointment of a Board, but you feared that the proposal of the Assembly involved 
to some extent the surrender of your constitutional rights—that is the way I  understood it. You were 
not opposed to it on its merits, or feared that anything wrong would result from it, but it involved the 
surrender of your constitutional rights. I  was trying to think how the difficulty could be got over, and 
still make the Act effective, and it appeared tome that one way would be to place both Houses on a 
footing of absolute equality, and make it a condition precedent to the appointment of a Board that either 
House should carry a resolution affirming the desirability of doing so.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —Supposing that the Council passed a resolution that it was desirable 
to bring a certain trade in, the Minister would then take the necessary steps to have the Board elected ?

Mr. M c L e a n . —Elected or appointed.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —There is a great difference between electing and appointing. I f  we 

agree to the word “ appoint” it would have to be with the distinct understanding that the word “ appoint ” 
is in the sub-clause “ as hereinafter provided.” Conceding the word “ appoint ” does not mean that the 
Minister is to appoint. I  am authorized on behalf of the majority of the Managers for the Council to say 
that they are prepared to accept that proposal. I  do not mean to say it is all we ask for. We see what 
it means, but I can hardly conceive an instance where, after a trade has applied to the Council to be 
brought in, and the Council have passed a resolution to admit that trade, the Assembly would negative it, 
or instruct the Minister not to carry it out. We agree to that amendment. The next point is whether 
the Boards shall be appointed by the Minister or elected. You propose a sort of half-way course, namely, 
that in the first instance the Minister appoints ten members, and within a certain time the parties 
interested may take exception to those persons and nominate others. Then there shall be an election, but 
the ten nominated by the Government shall also stand for election. To begin with, there is one very 
serious objection to "(hat in my mind. I t  is not at all probable that the ten men nominated by the 
Government would consent to stand for election when they knew they had not the support of the trade, 
and it would be a cruel thing to compel them to stand. Then there is the point that the evidence is 
absolutely overwhelming that those interested are strongly in favour of an elective and not a nominative 
Board.

Mr. P e a c o c k . —I am personally in favour of a nominee Board. I believe in the Governor in 
Council, who is responsible, selecting the best persons on each side, but no doubt the feeling among 
employers and employes is in favour of an elected Board. The only thing is as to casual vacancies. If a 
representative of either the employers or the employes wanted to block (he Boards work he could resign, 
and unless the Governor in Council had the power to fill up that vacancy an election would have to take 
place, rolls would have to be prepared, and a long delay would ensue, and after that had been settled 
another member of the Board could do the same thing, so it seems to me that the Governor in Council 
should have the power to fill up a vacancy for the remainder of the term.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —There is no objection to that.
Mr. T r e n w i t h . —I am always in favour of an election where it is practicable, but in this case 

experience teaches me that an election is never really an election in the proper sense—it is a selection by 
organizations The employers’ organization meets, and says—“ So-and-so will be nominated,” and they 
nominate the exact number, and the operatives do the same. That means that the persons organized to 
protect the interests of both sides really manage the thing as a rule, but there is, of course,_ the possibility 
of an individual out of pure “ cussedness,” involving all the expense and trouble of an election, by getting 
himself nominated. If you have the elective principle you really have the nominee system, but you may 
have besides all the expense and trouble of an election which you do not want. We already have all the 
machinery requisite to secure complete representation, and the compiling of the rolls would be both 
troublesome and costly. I  would suggest that the elective system in this instance is very costly, very 
difficult to work, and does not secure the end it contemplates, and there is machinery in existence now to



M r. M c L e a n .— Y ou h a v e  n a m e d  th e  tw o  o b je c tio n s  to  th e  e le c tiv e  sy s te m  th a t  a re  ra ise d  b y  th e  
p eo p le  w h o  h a v e  h a d  e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  w o rk in g  of th e  A c t — th e  d e lay , an d  th e  e x p e n se  in  p re p a r in g  ro lls 
w h e n  th e y  re a lly  do n o t w a n t  an  e le c tio n . T h e re  is , h o w e v e r, no  p rin c ip le  in v o lv e d  ; i t  is on ly  a  m a tte r  
of d e la y  a n d  e x p e n se .

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Seeing that the trades want the elective system, I  would strongly 
support it. I  understand that -what we have agreed to is that the Boards are to be elected, but vacancies 
are to be filled by the Governor in Council.

M r. M cL e a n .— T h a t  is so.
Mr. I r v in e .— Sub-clause 1 of clause 16 provides that, before the appointment o f  a Board, 30 days’ 

notice shall be given to both Houses. I  think that is unnecessary, and that the ordinary parliamentary 
notice should be sufficient.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —I think so.
Mr. G r i m  w a d e . — W h a t  is an ordinary parliamentary notice ?
M r. M c L e a n .—It might be a day or it might be a week—you must give notice.
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — I t  w o u l d  v e r y  r a r e l y  h a p p e n  t h a t  o n l y  o n e  d a y ’s  n o t i c e  w a s  g i v e n .

Mr. P e a c o c k . —It is understood that any private Member can give notice.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Certainly. Now we come to amendment No. 6, with regard to gas 

and electricity, which was postponed last night. In  connexion with that the statement was made, I think 
by Mr. Trenwith, that the gas employes were underpaid. I  have had placed in my hands a document 
signed by the secretary of the Gas Company, stating that there is not a single man receiving less than 
os. 6d. per day, and those are the inexperienced and physically weakly men. They run from 5s. 6d. up to 
10s. a day, and receive time and a quarter for Sunday work, at which all the men are employed.

Mr. P e a c o c k . —It is only fair to the Council Managers to explain that this clause was put i n  

simply to enable the gas companies to be registered. Some of the companies registered, but others did 
not. The matter was referred to the Crown Law authorities to see if we could get them registered. It 
was found that the clause was weak, and a note was made that when an Amending Act was brought in 
that clause should be amended so that they could be brought in. No request ever came as to the rate of 
wages, not even an anonymous letter as to sweating. I  think we can fairly give way in this matter to 
the Council.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Then we will strike out gas and electricity. Now, with regard to 
clay-pits and quarries, we think that where there are pottery works or brick-yards, and on the land 
adjoining those places, and belonging to them, there are pits or quarries, then clearly those pits and 
quarries ought to come under the Act. I t  is evident, however, that the words “ in connexion with ” are 
too wide, because some clay comes from Bendigo to Brunswick, and some from Bacchus Marsh, and it was 
never intended those places should come under this clause.

M r. W a t t .— I t  w a s  n e v e r  in te n d e d  to  do th a t  ; th e  tro u b le  w a s  th a t  in  one case  a  v e ry  large  
b r ic k -y a rd  h a s  a  p o t te ry  a c ro ss  th e  s tre e t .

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — Would it do to say “ worked in connexion with or proximity t o” ? 
Some of these clay-pits may be the freehold property of the brick-yards, and some may be leased. How 
would it do to say “ clay-pits and quarries owned or leased by potteries or brick-yards ” ?

M r. W a t t .— T h a t  w o u ld  b r in g  in  th e  B e n d ig o  w o rk s .
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —I think not. I  think the stuff is bought at so much per ton.
Mr. P e a c o c k .— There is only one case that I  know of in which they bring i t  from any distance.
Mr. I r v i n e . — I  w i l l  d r a f t  a  c l a u s e  t o  m e e t  y o u r  w i s h e s .

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —W ith regard to our amendments on clause 43, the position of matters 
is this—Under the Act at present, and since it has been in operation, any trade can, by petition, decide
that they wish to close on a certain day of the week, and that has been done in a considerable number of
cases in the suburbs and elsewhere. A t present, however, if a trade does not petition, the individual
traders may keep open every day in the week if they choose, the only condition being that they must
give their employes a half-holiday. There are a large number of small traders employing a very few 
hands, and many without any hands at all, excepting their own families, who have been struggling for 
years past, and to them the fact of keeping open or closing for an afternoon is practically the difference 
between living and insolvency. I am stating this as an absolute fact within my own knowledge. That 
applies to a large number in the suburbs, and even some in the city, and they appeal to the Council to 
leave things as they are. They say— “ We have not the slightest objection to give our employes holidays, 
but we do not want to be forced to close our shops.” Supposing Wednesday is decided upon as the day 
to close, and Tuesday is a wet day, there are two afternoons gone out of that week, and so close are they 
put to it now to make both ends meet that it is no flight of fancy to say that it means, in a good many 
cases, solvency or insolvency. I t  has been urged that the present plan does not give the employes fair ’ 
play—that they are told all of a sudden that they may take a half-holiday. T hat occurs in very few 
cases, or it would utterly disorganize trade. You will find that, in the vast majority of cases, the employes 
know beforehand the afternoon on which they will have to take their half-holiday. That is more parti­
cularly the case in the larger shops, employing five or six hands and upwards. In  those cases it is absolutely 
necessary, because the employers have to get in relieving hands for the afternoon during which their other 
employes are away, and that is a source of income to no inconsiderable number of employes, but if the shop 
is compelled to be closed on that afternoon, that source of income will be absolutely cut off from those 
relieving salesmen, so the compulsory closing would have an injurious effect upon the class of employes 
who now do get a certain amount of income from that source. In  addition to that, the compulsory closing 
will be a cruel thing to a large number of small traders. I t  does not matter so much to the large traders, 
though a number of them prefer to keep open all the week round and have the relieving salesmen coming 
in. Those are the reasons I  strongly urge the Members of the Assembly, in justice to the small men parti­
cularly, not to press this amendment.

Mr. M cL ean.— The petitions that came in with reference to this half-holiday were 4,300 for 
Saturday and 2,500 for Wednesday.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — T h a t  is t h e  employes ?
M r. M cL e a n .— N o, th e  em p lo y e rs .
Mr. P e a c o c k .— This question has been agitating the suburbs for a long time. After the Shops 

A ct of 1896 was passed no subject was more fully discussed in the press and at meetings than the question
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of ’Wednesday and Saturday, aud there was a good deal of feeling. The deputations that waited on me 
were strongly against its being made compulsory to have either day, and our House was practically unani­
mous that we should leave it optional. Numbers of the shopkeepers are in this position, that they have to 
give their employes a half-holiday in the week, but they have to have no holiday themselves, and a large 
proportion of them are strong advocates for a holiday. The whole of the butchers close on Wednesday 
right through the metropolitan district. There must be a section of that trade that is struggling, and yet 
there have been no complaints, because the holiday is generally taken. In  the town of Brunswick the 
drapers, hay and corn dealers, and pawnbrokers all close on the Wednesday. In  Footscray the grocers, 
boot and shoe dealers, and hay, corn, and chaff dealers close, some on Wednesday, some on Thursday, 
and some on Saturday. In Hawthorn the grocers, drapers, boots and shoe dealers, hay and corn dealers, 
and dairy produce merchants close on Wednesday. In Northcote all the shops close on the Wednesday. 
In Prahran the grocers, pawnbrokers, boots and shoe dealers close on Wednesday ; in South Melbourne 
the grocers, hay and corn dealers, oil and colour men, hardware dealers, and ironmongers close on Wednesday. 
There was a meeting called by the shopkeepers in the Town Hall, Melbourne, to consider the Bill which 
was foreshadowed by the Chief Inspector, eighteen months ago, as a solution of the difficulty. That was 
one of the largest meetings that ever met to discuss the question, and they unanimously approved of the 
suggestion that it should be Wednesday or Saturday optionally. In the suburbs Wednesday seems to be 
the day that meets with general approval, whereas in the city Saturday seems to be the day.

Mr. G r i m w a d e . — Some of them close on Thursdays ; what happens then ?

Mr. P e a c o c k . — Ju st before I  left office some of the Thursday people were changing to the 
Wednesday, and Wednesday was getting to be the day generally chosen, I  never heard one protest, all the 
time I  was receiving deputations, against this suggestion. Numbers of the small shopkeepers said they never 
got a holiday, but their employes did, and they had a grievance against Parliament for giving the employes 
a holiday and not giving it to them.

Mr. 'Watt.—I t is to the half-holiday being made compulsory that you object, not to the question 
of whether it is Wednesday or Saturday ?

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . —Yes. This is evidently a very important matter, and it is surrounded 
with great difficulties. There is considerable difference of opinion, and, as far as I  can ascertain, the 
difference is increasing instead of decreasing, and there is an increasing feeling in favour of its not being 
compulsory. The Royal Commission that is about to sit will be appointed in a few months, and the 
Council is unanimously in favour of leaving this large question to be looked thoroughly into by that 
Commission. I t  will have to look into another cognate question, that is the question of the hours of 
closing, which is almost as difficult, in some respects it is more difficult, because on one side of the street 
you may have a shop closed at seven, and on the other side not till eight. That seems to me to go hand 
in hand with the Wednesday afternoon. I  know the question of hours will be forcibly brought up before 
the commission, and I  would strongly urge upon the Managers of the Assembly to let the present 
provisions stand as they are until the report of the Commission is received.

Mr. G r i m w a d e . —Many people have waited on me from the district I  represent, and I strongly 
urge the views brought forward by Sir Frederick Sargood. They do not want to shut up their shops, and 
it will be absolute ruin to them.

Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . —If they all have to shut up on a particular day I fail to see how those men 
are to be ruined. I f  one afternoon a week will drive them to the Insolvent Court they must be in a very 
bad way.

Mr. G r im w a d e .—They are.
Mr. K n o x . —It is a very important change, and might be well left to the consideration of the Royal 

Commission.
Mr. W ' a t t . — I  live in and and represent a district where the conditions mentioned b y  Sir Frederick 

Sargood would apply as keenly as in any of the other suburbs, and I  have never heard the opinion 
expressed that it would mean insolvency. I know the small man has a violent objection to being compelled 
to close, but it is in the interests of proper business competition that he should do so, if the larger houses 
close. I  know there is great diversity of opinion on the subject. I  am willing to let it rest for the 
present, though I  would rather see it through.

Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . — There is one thing we ought to deal with. I t  is provided that the Act 
shall come into operation on the 1st of March next, but that is an impossibility. I  think we ought to 
agree that the Act shall come into operation on the 1st of May.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — We are quite willing to agree to that. I t  will be necessary to appoint 
a small sub-committee to deal with the drafting of these amendments which, I  presume, will be submitted 
to a further and final meeting of the Managers. With your consent, I  move that the Drafting Committee 
consist of the Attorney-General, Sir George Turner, the Honorable T. C. Harwood, and myself.

Mr. P e a c o c k .—I second that.—Carried.
The Conference then adjou rned  u n til h alf-past Tw o o’clock.

On resuming— .
Mr. I r v i n e . — The Drafting Committee have completed their labours, and have practically completed 

the drafting of the necessary alterations. They have agreed upon a report, stating the gist of the altera­
tions to be presented to each House, in the following terms : „

1. T hat the Conference has arrived a t an agreement upon all the points of difference between the two Houses.
2. T hat amendments embodying the result of its agreement will be printed and circulated a t the earliest

3. T hat the  Conference has agreed to omit in clause 13 the words “ any building or place in which gas or

4 T hat ̂ the^Conference has agreed to certain amendments in clause 16 under which the Governor in Council 
m av on the resolution of either House appoint Special Boards to be elected as prescribed.

k That it is asreed th a t as to the clothing trade there shall be only one Board.
6". T hat the question of fixing piece-work prices or rates in lieu of wages shall be decided by the Special Board

on anneal by the employer.
<r Thai- Ahnse 36 relating to the compulsory half-holiday, shall be omitted. .
o* TVl„. 1C ge 41’ limiting the hours of male shop assistants, shall be confined to the  M etropolitan district.
Q* That clause 43* giving power to the Governor in Council to limit the hours for carters and carriers and 

l ^ ^ r r f o r ’a half “holiday, shall be made applicable to the M etropolitan district only.
10 That the Act shall remain in force for two years and thence until the end of the next ensumg session of

Parliam ent.



I t  w a s  q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  a  r e p o r t  w h i c h  w o u l d  e m b o d y  i n  d e t a i l  a l l  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  o r  a g r e e ­

m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s t a t e  i n  t h i s  f o r m  t h e  g i s t  o f  a l l  t h o s e  t h a t  

w e r e  t h o u g h t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  c o m p l e t e d ,  A v i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

o n e  o r  t w o  Are r b a l  a m e n d m e n t s .

Mr. L e v i . — I  certainly disagree with some of the amendments.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — I  think I  may state that this report has been agreed upon by all the 

representatives of the Council and the Assembly, and embodies the leading points upon Avhich agreement 
has been arrived at. There are a number of minor matters upon which we have already agreed, but it 
would be impossible in the short time to print and circulate them, therefore, I think that the Managers in 
both Houses can accept tiie assurance of the Committee that their wishes have been carried out. I t  only 
remains for me to congratulate the Managers upon having arrived at a conclusion of this ve ry  troublesome 
matter, and I  may also add the high appreciation of the Managers of the Council of the courtesy they have 
received at the hands of the Assembly. I  have attended more than one Conference, but I  have never 
attended any Conference in which there has been such an evident determination on both sides to deal with 
the m atter calmly and quietly, and I  leaAre this Conference Avith feelings of great thankfulness and 
gratitude to the Managers of the Assembly for the Avay in Avhich they have dealt with us.

Mr. M c L e a n . — I  think that if I  said “ ditto ” to all that Sir Frederick Sargood has said, I  would 
express the feelings of all on this side of the table. I think it must be a source of gratification to us all 
that the Conference has succeeded in settling satisfactorily all the points at issue between the two Houses, 
without involving any. surrender of principle on either side. T hat result Avas due to the good feeling 
on each side. There has been no friction, no display of temper. Every member of the Conference on 
both sides seemed anxious for only one result, that was to arrive at a satisfactory settlement. I  think 
special thanks are due to Sir Frederick Sargood, not only for the valuable assistance he has rendered all 
through, and the admirable way he has conducted the proceedings, but for the valuable suggestion he made 
last night for the adjournment, because I  Avas quite certain last night it was quite impossible for us to 
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion.

Mr. P e a c o c k . —I t  was contemplated by the late Government—and I have discussed the matter 
Avith Sir Frederick Sargood— that there should be a consolidating measure in connexion with these 
Factories Acts. I t  is most difficult even for a legal mind, and it is much Avorse for the average layman, to 
follow out all the different points. There have been so many Amending Acts passed, and u o a v  this 
measure has gone through. Numbers of our citizens whose business is affected would like to have a  

consolidating measure, and I think it would be wise for us to consider whether it is not possible to put 
some one on to this work. I t  would be of great advantage to every one, directly or indirectly connected 
w ith a business, to knoAv exactly w hat the law is.

Mr. I r v i n e . — I  heartily agree with the desirability of consolidating these Acts above all others, 
because it is almost impossible to follow the various divisions from A ct to Act, and anything I  can do in 
that way shall be done, though it will necessarily involve an enormous amount of labour.

Mr. P e a c o c k . — Can you say about what time it will take ?
M r .  I r v i n e . — I  c a n  g i v e  n o  d e f i n i t e  a s s u r a n c e  a s  t o  t h a t .

Sir G e o r g e  T u r n e r . —W e have officers in the Chief Secretary’s department A v h o  are thoroughly 
acquainted with the whole of the Avorking of these Acts, and a little handbook might be prepared for 
circulation, giving the principal effects of the various Acts, and any cross references that might be required 
that would be beneficial to the public.

M r .  M c L e a n .— T h a t  w o u l d  d o  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e .

S i r  G e o r g e  T u r n e r . — A  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h i s  k i n d  w o u l d  t a k e  m o n t h s  t o  p r e p a r e ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  

m e a n t i m e  m i g h t  b e  o f  u s e  t o  t h e  p e r s o n s  a f f e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  m i g h t  p u t  i t  i n  a  f o r m  t h a t  A v o u l d  b e  

r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .

Mr. P e a c o c k . —It might be done during the recess, and the Government might see if they could 
not pass a consolidated measure in the special session.

The Conference then rose.



215

V I C T O R I A .

OF THE

SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE C0UNC1I

ON THE

TRADING COUPONS ABOLITION BILL;

TOGETHER W ITH THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE AND MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Ordered by the Legislative Council to be prin ted, 10th January, 1900.

$ 3 y  S u t f j o n t y :
ROBT. S. BRAIN, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, MELBOURNE,

D  1 .—[3s. 9d.]—9901.



E X T R A C T E D  FROM  T H E  M IN U T E S  OF T H E  P R O C E E D IN G S OF T H E
L E G IS L A T IV E  CO U N C IL.

W E D N E SD A Y , 1 8 t h  OCTOBER, 1899.

6.  P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable G. Godfrey, by leave, presented a Petition  f r o m  P. M. Scott, M anager of the Co-operative
Coupon Company, Lim ited, p raying th a t the Council would reject the T rad ing  Coupons Abolition Bill, or appoint a 
Select Committee to inquire into and report upon the said Bill, and in any case would g ran t the said company such 
relief as m ay appear ju s t to the Council should the Bill become law.

O rdered to lie on the Table, and referred  to  the Comm ittee on the T rad ing  Coupons Abolition Bill.
* * * * * * * *

7 . T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . — .T h e  O rder o f  th e  Day fo r  th e  second reading o f  this B il l  having been read—
the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T hat th is Bill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T. Sargood moved, T h a t th is Bill be committed.
Q uestion—p ut and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable L ieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood moved, T ha t the Bill be com m itted to a Select Committee.
Q uestion—p u t and resolved in the  affirmative.
The H onorable Lieut,-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, T ha t the  Select Committee consist of the Honorables 

T . Comrie, J . M. Davies, G. Godfrey, D. Ham, T. C. Harwood, W. Knox, W . McCulloch, D. Melville, A. 0 . Sachse, 
and the M over ; such Committee to have pow er to send for persons, papers, and records ; three to be the quorum. 

Q uestion—p ut and resolved in the affirmative.

T U E SD A Y , 2 4 t h  O CTO BER, 18 9 9 .

5. T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . — P o w e r  t o  h e a r  C o u n s e l .—T he H onorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, 
by leave, T ha t the Select Committee on the T rading Coupons Abolition Bill have power to hear counsel (to such 
ex ten t as they shall th in k  fit) on behalf of persons interested in the B ill.

Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.

T U E SD A Y , 3 1 s t  OCTO BER, 1 8 9 9 .

4 . P e t i t i o n s . — The following Petitions, praying th a t the Council would pass the  T rading Coupons Abolition Bill, tvere 
presented as under :—

B y the H onorable C. J . H am —
From  the President and Members of Council of the M elbourne Cham ber of Commerce.

By the Honorable Sir A . Snowden—
From  certain  shopkeepers and citizens of the M etropolitan D istrict.
From  certain  representatives of the  wholesale and re ta il trade  of V ictoria.
From  certain representatives of the wholesale and re ta il trad e  of V ictoria.
From  certain representatives of the  wholesale and re ta il trade of V ictoria.

By th e  Honorable S ir H. C uthbert—■
From  certa in  business people of M aryborough.

Severally ordered to lie on the  Table, and referred to the  Select Comm ittee on th e  T rading Coupons Abolition Bill.

W ED N ESD A Y , 1 s t  N O V EM B ER , 1899 .

4 . P e t it io n s . * * * * * * *

—The following Petitions,’ pray ing  th a t the  Council would pass the  T rading Coupons A bolition B ill, were presented 
as under :—■

By the H onorable C. J .  H am —
From  certain representatives of the wholesale and re ta il trade of V ictoria.
From  certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of V ictoria.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred  to the Select Committee on the T rading Coupons Abolition Bill.

T U E SD A Y , 2 1 s t  NOVEM BER, 1899 .

7. P e t i t i o n s . —The following Petitions, praying tlia t the Council would pass the T rading Coupons Abolition Bill, were 
presented as under :—

By the  Honorable C. J . Ham —
From  certain representatives of the  wholesale and re tail trade of V ictoria.
From  certain  representatives of th e  wholesale and retail trade  of V ictoria.
From  certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of V ictoria.
From  certain representatives of the wholesale and re ta il trade  of V ictoria.

By the Honorable S. W illiamson—
From  certain traders of B eaufort and elsewhere.
From  certain  traders of Staw ell and elsewhere.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the  Select Comm ittee on th e  T rading Coupons Abolition Bill. 
* * * * * * * *

10. P etitions.—The following Petitions, praying th a t the  Council would pass the T rading Coupons Abolition Bill, were 
presented by the Honorable J .  Y. McDonald :—

From  certain  traders of B allarat.
From  certain traders of Ballarat.
From  certain traders of B allarat.
From  certain traders of B allarat.
From certain traders of B allarat.
From  certain traders of B allarat.
From  certain  traders of B allarat.

Severally ordered to  lie on the  Table, and referred  to the Select Committee on the T rading Coupons Abolition Bill.
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in

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 2 n d  N O V E M B E R , 1899.

P e t i t i o n , —The Honorable J. Y. McDonald presented a Petition from certain traders of Ballarat, praying that the 
Council would pass the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

T U E S D A Y , 28 t h  N O V E M B E R , 1899.

P e t i t i o n s .  The Honorable Sir A. Snowden presented a Petition from certain representatives of the wholesale and 
retail trade of Victoria, praying that the Council would pass the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

The Honorable Sir A. Snowden presented a Petition from certain persons residing in the colony praying that the 
Council would reject the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and referred to the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill.

TUESDAY, 9t h  JANUARY, 1900.

T r a d i n g  C o u p o n s  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . —The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F .  T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the 
Honorables J. M. Davies and D. Melville be Members of the Select Committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition 
BiU.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.





R E P O R T .

T h e S e le c t  C om m ittee appointed by your Honorable House 011 the 18tli 
October, 1899, and to which was referred u A Bill to prevent the use 
of Trading Stamps Coupons and other Devices on the Sale or 
Exchange of Property,” have the honour to report as follows:—

Your Committee have met fourteen times and examined 73 witnesses.

Both the supporters and the opponents of the Bill handed in lists of many more 
witnesses they were prepared to call had your Committee deemed it necessary to 
obtain more evidence, Your Committee, however, were satisfied that the further 
evidence proposed to be called would be merely a repetition of statements which had 
already been made, and that unless some new matter could be adduced it was 
unnecessary to hear further witnesses.

Your Committee find—

1. That the public at present obtain a discount on their cash purchases not 
previously given generally by traders.

2. That the discount is, however, not confined to cash purchases but has also 
been given to an increasing extent on goods sold upon credit.

3. That the average rate of such discount is about per cent, on the total 
cash purchases.

4. That it is evident that neither the total volume of trade nor the aggregate 
amount of cash received by traders can be increased by the issue of coupons, the 
only result being to divert a certain portion of the cash trade from the trader who 
cannot give coupons to the trader who does give them.

5. That the traders who issue coupons declare the public do not at present 
pay higher prices nor obtain inferior goods in consequence of receiving the coupons.

6. It is, however, clear that with the present rate of profits traders cannot 
continue to allow the discount of 3J per cent., hence, if the coupon system becomes 
general, there must be a general increase in the prices the public will have to pay, or 
the goods sold will be of an inferior quality.

7. That the coupon companies will chiefly benefit from such increased prices, 
while the public and the traders will suffer.

8. That the witnesses acknowledge that the issue of the coupons being 
restricted to certain traders creates a monopoly in favour of such traders.

9. That such monopoly is highly detrimental to the interests of the other 
traders, and if continued must be ruinous to them.

10. That the traders, and through them the public, appear to be unable to 
protect themselves against the injurious effects of the coupon system, hence their claim 
for Parliamentary assistance.



11. That the experience in Victoria is too limited to enable your Committee to 
arrive at any reliable conclusion as to the proportion of coupons never presented to 
the coupon companies for redemption, but the figures submitted by the companies 
prove—

(a) That one company issued 315,500 coupons, and up to 31st October last
only 99,000 had been presented for redemption.

(b) That another company had from August, 1898, to 31st October, 1899
issued 19,516,616 coupons and had redeemed during the same time
8,183,850, leaving unredeemed 11,332,766, representing a cash value of 
£14,165 19s. Id. owing to the public on 31st October, 1899.

12. That many of the witnesses called stated that the issue of coupons 
encouraged thrift amongst the working classes, but your Committee fail to see that 
such a result has been or can be attained.

The attention of your Committee has been called to the fact that clause 2 of 
the Bill provides, inter alia, “ no person or company other than the person so selling 
or disposing of the property shall deliver any goods wares or merchandise upon pre­
sentation or sight of such stamp coupon or other device.” As this would render it 
illegal for the coupon companies (in the event of the Bill becoming law) to redeem 
their outstanding coupons an amendment to meet this case will be necessary.

After careful consideration, your Committee are of opinion that, in the 
general interests of the public and of legitimate trading, Parliament should give its 
assent to the Bill, but your Committee express no opinion as to whether persons who 
may be injuriously affected should receive compensation.

10th January, 1900.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

T U E SD A Y , 2 4 t h  OCTOBER, 1 6 9 9 .

Members 'present:
The Hon. J .  M. Davies The Hon. W. McCulloch

G. Godfrey D, Melville
D. Ham A. O. Sachse
T. C. Harwood Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood.
W. Knox

The Clerk read extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 18th October, referring to the 
appointment of the Committee.

The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood was called to the Chair.
A  letter was read from Percy M. Scott, manager of the Co-operative Coupon Company, Limited, 

107 Swanston-slreet, asking that the company be heard by counsel, and be allowed a week to prepare its 
case.

The Committee deliberated.
Ordered— That power be asked from the Council to hear counsel (to such extent as the Committee 

shall think fit) on behalf of persons interested in the Bill.
Ordered—That the evidence from the Co-operative Coupon Company be heard on Tuesday next, at 

half-past Two o’clock.
The Clerk read a Petition from the manager of the Co-operative Coupon Company, referred by the 

Council to the Committee.
Ordered— That the Co-operative Coupon Company be directed to produce its prospectus, balance- 

sheets, articles of association, and coupon books.
The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at half-past Two o’clock.

T U E S D A Y , 3 1 s t  OCTOBER, 1899.

Members present:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

The Hon. T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
D. Melville 
A. O. Sachse.

The Hon. T. Comrie
J .  M. Davies
G. Godfrey
D. Ham

The Clerk read extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 24th October, referring to the 
power of the Committee to hear counsel. ^

Mr. Coldham, instructed by Mr. A. C. Walker, appeared on behalf of the Co-operative Coupon 
Company.

Mr. Deakin, instructed by Mr. J .  C. Stewart, of Messrs. Malleson, England, and Stewart, appeared 
on behalf of traders in favour of the Bill.

Percy Macdonnell Scott examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Hon. D. Ham here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
The Hon. T. C. Harwood here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Two o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 s t  N O V EM BER, 1899.

Members present:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

The Hon. T. Comrie
J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
D. Ham

The Hon. T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
A. O. Sachse.

The counsel and parties were called in.
Mr. Stewart, in the absence of Mr. Deakin, claimed, on behalf or trader , 

itnesses on the balance-sheets put in by the Co-operative Coupon Company.
Mr. Coldham stated that he had no objection, if the proceedings were not published.
The room was cleared.

the right to examine



The Committee deliberated.
The lion. D. Ham hero entered the room and took his seat.
The Committee deliberated.
The counsel and parties were called in.
The Chairman announced that the Committee had decided that the contents of the general balance- 

sheet should be public, but that other details supplied would be treated at present as private information 
for the Committee.

Mr. Coldham was heard to address the Committee.
Mr? Deakin was heard to address the Committee.
Percy Macdonnell Scott further examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
John Fallon examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Three o’clock.

The counsel and parties were called in.
Percival S. Laird examined by Mr, Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Benjamin Pennington examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Alexander Dick examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness exandned by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
William Powne examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
James Levens examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Frank D. R. Piekersgill examined‘by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Joseph Dutton Bailey examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Francis Longmore examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Henry A. Pouton examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee,
James Ballantine examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Robert Gregg examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Alfred Horsley examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee,
Thomas Henry Deakin examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Elijah Easterbrook examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
John Howie examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Three o’eloclc.

T H U R S D A Y , 2 n d  N O V E M B E R , 1899. 

M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t :

The H o n .  Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T .  S a r g o o d ,  in  the Chair ;

The Hon. T. Comrie The Hon. W. Knox 
D. Melville 
A. 0 .  Sachse.

J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
T. C. Harwood
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Members 'present:
I  lie Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

The Hon. J .  M. Davies The Hon. D. Melville
G. Godfrey A. O. Sachso.
W . K n o x

ih e  counsel and parties were called in.
Petitions from the president and members of the council of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, 

shopkeepeis, and citizens of the Metropolitan district, certain business people at Maryborough, and 
certain representatives of the wholesale and retail trade of Victoria, which were referred bv the Council 
to the Committee, were laid before the Committee.

Richard Prichard examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
The Hon. A. O. Sachse here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Harry Wallis examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
William Snell examined by Mr. Coldham.
Frederick Usher examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Hon. W. Knox here entered the room and took his seat.
William J .  Peirce examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Robert Davison examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness -examined by the Committee.
Edward Thompson examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Mortimer Griffiths examined by Mr. Coldham.
Reuben Auty examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Edward Lee examined by Mr. Coldham.
Samuel G. Gay lard examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr Deakin.
The Committee adjourned until Wednesday next, at naif-past Three o’clock.

TU E SD A Y , 1 4 t h  NOVEM BER, 18 9 9 .

Members presen t:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

The Hon. T. Comrie
J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
T. C. Harwood

The Hon. W. Knox 
D. Melville 
A. 0 .  Sachse.

The counsel and parties were called in.
The room was cleared.
The Clerk read a letter from Mr. Walker, solicitor for the Co-operative Coupon Company, 

relative to the calling of 27 witnesses from the country, together with the Chairman’s minute thereon 
reducing the number to 15, also Mr. Walker’s letter in reply protesting against the closing of the company’s 
case on that day.

The Committee deliberated.
The counsel and parties were called in.
The Chairman announced that the Committee had decided that they were prepared to take for 

granted that the company could produce more witnesses to give evidence similar to what had already been 
given ; that the Committee would exercise the right of calling upon the company to produce further 
witnesses, if it were thought necessary ; but that, before calling any of those witnesses, a list of the 
names and an abstract of the evidence to be given should be submitted to the Committee in order to prevent 
a waste of time by repetition.

Mr. Coldham was heard to address the Committee.
David McGrath examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Adam Ramage examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Hugh Lonie examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
William Henry Potter examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
W. II. Blezard examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
J .  A. Hamilton examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee,



Robert Williams examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
George H. Smith examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
John  F. Moore examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
W. A. McNamara examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Henry W. Nash examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Stewart.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Thomas Crawford examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Stewart.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Harry Dolly examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Stewart.
Thomas Freeman examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
The Hon. W. Knox here entered the room and took his seat. 
Examination of witness continued.
Henry G. Mudie examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined “by the Committee.
Maurice Blayney examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
David Davis examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Hon. A. 0 .  Sachse here entered the room and took his seat. 
James Ilerschell examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Two o’clock.

W E D N E SD A Y , I o t h  N O V E M B E R , 1899.

Members present :
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

The Hon. T. Comrie
J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
T. C. Harwood

The Hon. W. Knox 
D. Melville 
A. 0 .  Sachse.

The counsel and parties were called in.
The Clerk read a letter from W. Archer, Richmond Meat Supply, asking for permission to place 

his and his neighbours’ views before the Committee.
Ordered—That a reply be sent stating that the Committee will afford Mr. Archer and his neigh­

bours the opportunity asked for, if it is thought necessary.
John Seidel examined by Mr. Deakin.
The Hon. J .  M. Davies here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
The Hon. D. Melville here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Hon. A. O. Sachse here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
The Hon. G. Godfrey here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Samuel Epstein examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Alexander Cattach examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Ernest Little examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mi'. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
James H. Mason examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Thomas II. Whitworth examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
James Collins examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by.the Committee.
Edward Purvis examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.



Percy Rendle examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Two o’clock.

TH U R SD A Y , 1 6 t i i  NOVEMBER, 1 8 9 9 .

Members present :
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair; ■

The Hon. T. Comrie The Hon. W. Knox
W. McCulloch 
D. Melville.

J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
T. C. Harwood

The counsel and parties were called in.
David Kerr examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Hon. G. Godfrey here entered the room and took his seat. 
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Martin Kennedy examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Albert J .  Thomas examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
William Fimmel examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
James Sainsbery examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
William F. Cocks examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
James Alfred Pittard examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Richard Opie examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mf. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Walter Cornell examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Robert Harris examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven o’clock.

The counsel and parties were called in.
The Clerk read letters from P . J .  Powell, M. Pitman, E. Lloyd (two), F. Cavey (two), and 

W. Robinson in favour of the coupon system, and against the Bill.
The Clerk of the Parliaments requested the ruling of the Chairman on the contention of Mr. 

Walker, solicitor to the Co-operative Coupon Company, contained in three letters which were read, that 
the three days allowed for the return of some of the witnesses’ proofs of evidence was insufficient, and was 
not in accordance with parliamentary practice as laid down in May, which gave six days. Mr. Walker 
had also intimated that the proofs would not be returned under that time.

The Chairman stated the practice in this matter, and said that the Committee were of opinion the 
Clerk of the Parliaments had carried out the law and practice of Parliament as laid down in May, and 
that Mr. Walker was incorrect in his contention.

Bernard Trahair examined by Mr. Deakin.
The Hon. A. 0 .  Sachse here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness.continued.
Witness examined by Mr. Walker (in the absence of Mr. Coldham).
The Hon. G. Godfrey here entered the room and_took his*seat.
E x am in a tio n  of w itness continued. (nhqj
Witness examined by the Committee.

T U E S D A Y , 2 1 s t  NOVEM BER, 1 8 9 9 .  

Members present:

The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the C hair ;
The Hon. T. Comrie

J .  M. Davies
G. Godfrey 
D. Ham

The Hon. W. Knox 
D. Melville 
A. O. Sachse.



Christopher Costello examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Daniel Buchanan examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Frederick William McDonald examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Percy Macdonncdl Scott further examined by the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Eleven o’clock.

W ED N ESD A Y , 2 2 n d  N O V EM BER , 1899.

Mf' .mhrrs  preMi t t .  :

The Hon. Lient.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;
The Hon. T. Comrie The Hon. W. Knox

J.  M. Davies * 1). Melville
G. Godfrey A. O. Sachse.
D. Ham

The counsel and parties were called in.
The Clerk laid before the Committee Petitions referred to the Committee by the Council from 

certain wholesale and retail traders of Victoria, certain traders of Beaufort and elsewhere, certain traders 
of Stawell and elsewhere, and certain traders of Ballarat, all in favour of the Bill.

Charles Bethune examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Hon. W. Knox here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by the Committee.
John Hardie examined by Mr. Deakin.
The Hon. D. Ham here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
The Hon. G. Godfrey here entered the room and took his seat.
Examination of witness continued.
Witness examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by the Committee.
The Hon. A. O. Sachse here entered the room and took his seat.
Arthur Lee Crichton examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Richard Edwards examined by Mr. Coldham.
Witness examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness examined by the Committee.
Joseph I). Bailey further examined by the Committee.
Witness further examined by Mr. Coldham.
The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven o’clock.

The Hon. T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
D. Melville 
A. 0 .  Sachse.

T U E SD A Y , 2 8 t i i  N O V E M B E R , 1 8 9 9 .

Members present :

The Hon. Lient.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;
The Hon. T. Comrie

J .  M. Davies 
G. Godfrey 
D. Ham

The counsel and parties were called in.
The Clerk laid before the Committee a Petition from certain traders of Ballarat, referred by the

Council to (he Committee. > _
Mr. Walker, solicitor for the Co-operative Coupon Company, applied for an adjournment until iwo 

o’clock, owing to counsel being unavoidably detained. _
The Chairman stated that the Committee would accede to the request on condition that ie 

balance-sheet of the Company asked for was produced for the consideration of the Committee.
Mr. Deakin produced a list of witnesses who, if called, were prepared to give evidence in support 

of the Bill.
The Hon. D. Melville here entered the room and took his seat.
Mr. Walker objected to the list being accepted as evidence.
The Chairman stated the list would be accepted for what it was worth.
Mr. Walker produced the balance-sheet of the Company to the -Kbit June, 1899,
The counsel and parties withdrew until Two o’clock, 
The Committee deliberated.
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-r^6 5 on- Godfre7 ^ ero entered the room and took his seat.
I  he Committee further deliberated.
Percy Macdonnell Scott further examined by the Committee.
Witness further examined by Mr. Deakin.
Joseph D. Bailey further examined by the Committee.
Percy Macdonnell Scott further examined by Mr. Deakin.
Witness further examined by the Committee.
Ih e  Committee adjourned until to-morrow, at half-past Two o’clock.

W EDNESDAY, 2 9 t h  NOVEMBER, 1899 .  

iicembers present:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a Rg o o d , in the Chair ;

The Hon. T. Comrie The Hon. W. Knox
J.  M. Davies W. McCulloch
G. Godfrey D. Melville
T. C. Harwood A. 0 . Sachse.

The counsel and parties were called in.
The Clerk laid before the Committee a Petition, from certain wholesale and retail traders of 

Melbourne in favour of the Bill, and one fropi ceytain persons residing in the colony asking for the Bill to 
he rejected by the Council ; both Petitions referred by the Council |q the Committee,

Mr. Deakin was heard to address the Committee.
The Hon. D. Melville here entered the ropm aiid tool  ̂ his seat,
Address of counsel continued.
The Hon. G. Godfrey here entered the room and took his seat.
Address of counsel continued.
Mr. Coldham was heard to address the Committee.
Mr. Walker, for the Co-operative Coupon Company, produced a Ifst pf witnesses who, if called, 

were prepared to give evidence in support of the coupon system.
The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at half-past Two o’clock.

TUESD AY , 5 t h  DECEMBER, 1899. 

Members present: 
The Hon, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a rg o o d , in the Chair

The Hon. T. Comrie 
G. Godfrey 
T. C. Harwood

The Hon. W. Knox
W. McCulloch 
A. 0 . Sachse.

The Committee poiisiderpd certain suggestions submitted by the Chairman for a Draft Report.
The suggestions, were as follow :—

SU G G E S T IO N S  FOR REPORT.

Your Committee have met thirteen times and examined 73 witnesses.
Both the supporters and opponents of the Bill handed in lists of umny more "witnesses tbey were 

prepared to call if your Committee had deemed it necessary to obtain more evidence.
Your Committee report that the evidence proves that—■

1. The public at present obtain a discount on their cash purchases not previously given by the
trader.

2. The discount is not confined to cash purchases but has also been, given to an increasing
extent on goods sold on credit.

3. The average rate of such discount is about per cent, on the gross cash purchases.
4. I t  is self-evident that neither the total volume of trade nor the amount of cash can be

increased by the issue of coupons, which result only in diverting a certain portion of the 
cash trade from the trader who cannot give coupons to the trader who does issue them.

5. The evidence is contradictory as to whether the public do or do not pay higher prices or
obtain inferior goods in consequence of receiving the coupons.

6. I t  is clear that with the present rate of profits traders cannot continue to allow the discount
of 3^ per cent., hence the prices of goods must in the near future be increased to the 
public.

7. All the witnesses acknowledge that the issue of the coupons being restricted to certain
trad e rs  creates a m onopoly in, favour pf such traders.

8. Such monopoly is detrimental to the interests of the other traders.
9 .  If the coupon system becomes general there must be a general increase in the prices the

public will have to pay.
10. T h e  coupon  com pany  w ill  a lone  benefit  from such increased prices ,  w hile  th e  pub lic  and

trad e rs  w ill  sutler.
11. T h e  trade rs ,  a n d  th r o u g h  th em  th e  public ,  a p p ea r  to. be u n a b le  to  p ro te c t  them se lv es

against the injurious effects of the coupon system, hence their demand for Parliamentary 
assistance.



12. The experience here is too limited to arrive at any conclusion as to the proportion of
coupons never presented to the coupon company for payment, but the figures sub­
mitted prove—

(a) That one small company issued 315,500 coupons, and up to 31st October only
99,000 had been presented for redemption.

(b) T ha t  another company had from August, 1898, to 31st October, 1899, issued
19,516,616 coupons, and redeemed during the same time 8,183,850, leaving 
unredeemed 11,332,766, representing a cash value of £14,165 19s. Id. as 
owing to the public on 31st October, 1899.

13. The attention of your Committee lias been called to the fact that clause 2 of the Bill
provides “ no person or company other than the person so selling or disposing of
property shall deliver any goods wares or merchandise upon presentation or sight of 
such stamp coupon or other device.” As this would render it illegal for the coupon 
companies (in the event of the Bill becoming law) to redeem their outstanding coupons 
an amendment to meet this case will be necessary.

After careful consideration your Committee are of opinion that in the general interests of the^public 
and of legitimate trade Parliament should give its assent to the Bill.

Paragraph 1 was agreed to.
Paragraph 2 was amended, and at the end of the paragraph the following words were ordered to be 

added—“ Your Committee, however, were satisfied that the further evidence proposed to be called would 
be merely a repetition of statements which had already been made, and that, unless some new matter could 
be adduced, it was unnecessary to hear further witnesses.”

Sub-paragraphs 1 to 4 were amended and agreed to.
Sub-paragraph 5 was omitted, and the following sub-paragraph inserted :— “ That the traders 

who issue coupons declare that the public do not at present pay higher prices nor obtain inferior goods in 
consequence of receiving the coupons.”

Sub-paragraphs 6 and 7 were amended and agreed to.
Sub-paragraph 8— Question put— That sub-paragraph 8 bel amended by the insertion of the word 

“ h igh ly” after “ is ” in the first line, and by the addition of the following words at the end of the 
sub-paragraph— “ and if continued must be ruinous to them.”

The Hon. W. McCulloch here entered the room and took his seat.
The Committee divided.

Ayes, 4. Noes, 2.
The Hon. G-. Godfrey

W. McCulloch.
The Hon. T. Comrie

T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
A. O. Sachse.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Sub-paragraph 8, as amended, was agreed to.
Sub-paragraphs 9 and 10 were amended and agreed to.
Sub-paragraph 11— The Hon. G. Godfrey moved— “ That sub-paragraph 11 be omitted.” 
Question— put.
The Committee divided.

Ayes, 2. Noes, 4.
The Hon. G. Godfrey

W . McCulloch.
The Hon. T. Comrie

T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
A. O. Sachse.

And so it passed in the negative.
Sub-paragraph 11 was amended and agreed to.
Sub-paragraphs 12 and 13 were agreed to.
Ordered— That the following new sub-paragraph be inserted— “ That many of the witnesses called 

stated that the issue of coupons encouraged thrift amongst the working classes, but your Committee fail to 
see that such a result has been or can be obtained.

Question— That the last paragraph stand part of the Draft Report— put.
The Committee divided.

Ayes, 4. Noes, 2.
The Hon T. Comriei

T. C. Harwood 
W. Knox 
A. 0 .  Sachse.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 
The Committee adjourned.

T he  Hon. G. Godfrey
W. McCulloch.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 0 t h  JA N U A R Y , 1900.

Members present :
T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood , in the C h a i r ;

The Hon. T. Comrie
J .  M. Davies

The Chairman submitted the Draft Report, which was amended and agreed to. 
Ordered— That the Chairman report to the Council.
The Committee adjourned.

The Hon. T. C. Harwood 
D. Ham.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.



LIST OF WITNESSES.

P . M. S c o tt
Page

1, 7, 115, 127, 132
«T. F a llon 9
P . S. L aird 11
B . P en n in g to n 13
A . D ick  . . . 14
W . P o w n e 15
J . L e v en s 16
F . D . R . P ic k e rsg ill 17
J . D . B a iley 18, 126, 132
F . L on gm ore 19
H . A . P outon 2(1
J . B a llan tiu e 21
B . G regg 22
A . H o rsle y 24
T . II. D ea k in 24
E . E asterb rook  . . . 25
J . H o w ie 27
R. P richard 29
H . W a llis 31
W . S n e ll 33
F . U sher 33
W . J. P e irce 34
R . D a v iso n 35
E. T hom pson 36
M . G riffiths 36
R . A u ty 37
E . L ee  . . . 38
S . G. G aylard 38
D. M cG rath 39
A . R am age 40
H . L o n ie 41
W . H . P o tter ... 43
W . H. B lezard 44
J . H am ilton 44
R . W illiam s 46
G. H . Sm ith ... ' 46
J . F . M oore 48
W . M cN am ara 49
H . W . N ash 50
T . C raw ford 52
H . D o lly 54
T . F reem an 55
H . P . M udie 55
M. B la y n e y 56
D . D a v is 57
J . H ersch e ll 57
J . II . Seidel 59
S . E p ste in 67
A . C attach - ... . .. 67
E . L it t le 69
.T. H . M ason 72
T . II. W h itw orth 74
J . C ollins 75
E . P u r v is 80
P . R en d le 82
D . K err 84
M . K ennedy 89
A . J . T hom as ... 93
W . F im m el 95
J . S a in sb ery 97
W . F . C ocks 99
J . A . P ittard 101
R. O pie 103
W . C ornell ... .. .  , ... 105
R . H arris ... 106
B . T rahair 107
C. C oste llo 109
D . B u ch an an ... .. .  I l l
F . W . M cD o n a ld ... 112
C. B e th u n e 116
J . H ardie 118
A . L . C richton  .... 121
R. E dw ards 126
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MINUTES OF EYIDIi

• TUESDAY, 3 1 s t  OCTOBER, 1 8 9 9 .

Members present:

The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d , in the Chair
The Hon. J .  M. Davies, 
The Hon. G. Godfrey, 
The Hon. T. Comric, 
The Hon. A. O. Sachse,

The Hon. D. Melville, 
The Hon. YV. Knox,
The Hon. D. Ham,
The Hon. T. C. Harwood.

Mr. Coldham (instructed by Mr. A. C. Walker) appeared for the Co-operative Coupon Company.
3Ir. Deakin (instructed by Mr. J .  C. Stewart, of Messrs. Malleson, England, and Stewart) appeared 

in support of the Bill.
Percy M. Scott, examined.

1. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—Manager of the Co-operative Coupon Company ; 
I  appear here to oppose the Bill.

2. B y Mr. Coldham.—IIow long have you occupied the position of manager of this company ?— 
For eight months ; since February of this year.

3. Is the company incorporated in Victoria ?—It  is registered here under the foreign Companies 
Act ; it is incorporated in New South Wales.

4. Will you explain the objects of the company as it is at present carried on ?—Primarily the 
encouragement of cash trade, and to increase the turnover of those who give out our coupons. I t  also has 
for its object the encouragement of thrift, and co-operation with the public, who receive certain benefits 
by collecting the coupons. The tradesman and the public are alike benefited—the tradesman is 
benefited by the encouragement of cash trade and increased turnover, giving him more cash to spend, and 
the public benefit by getting what they never could get before under any other system, a discount for cash 
on small purchases.

5. What "is the system you adopt ?—We, as a company, took over this business in Victoria as the 
Co-operative Coupon Company Limited ; we copyrighted the coupon in Victoria, New South Wales, and 
South Australia, where we are at the present time carrying on business. I  produce the memorandum and 
articles of association— [handing in the same].

6. What do you mean by “ taking over the business : ” was there an existing business then?— 
I can only go by the articles of association, and one clause says—“ (1) To acquire and take over as a going 
concern the business and undertaking now being carried on at Melbourne, in the colony of Victoria, under 
the style or firm of the Co-operative Coupon Company, and all of the assets and liabilities of the proprietor 
of that business in connexion therewith, including the benefit of all contracts in connexion therewith, and 
■with a view thereto to enter into an agreement, a draft of which has already been prepared, and is expressed 
to be made between David Brown Thomas of the one part, and the Co-operative Coupon Company Limited 
of the other part, a copy whereof has for the purpose of identification been subscribed by Goddard William 
Ash, a solicitor of the Supreme Court, and to carry the same into effect with or without modification. (2) 
To carry on in all its branches the business heretofore carried on as aforesaid as the Co-operative Coupon 
Company.”

7. When you came here you found an existing business, the management of which you took over ? 
—That is so.

8. How do you carry out your business ?—The methods of the company at that time were that they 
had a coupon which had been copyrighted, and was known as the Co-operative Coupon. The company 
organized their system of business, and said—“ We will make this coupon of value to the public, and ask 
traders to distribute the coupon, which has a specific value, in lieu of a cash discount, and as an inducement 
to their customers to do a cash trade. This coupon will be redeemed by our company in due course.” 
We then went to the traders and asked them to adopt this system of giving cash discount to their cus­
tomers, with the result that a great number took our system up, and distributed our coupons to their 
customers, which are being redeemed every day. The traders have found that it has been a great advan­
tage to them.

9 .  Your company prints these coupons in large numbers ?—Yes.
10. How do von distribute them to the traders ?—-They are distributed to the traders under the form 

of agreement.
11. During your term of office you have entered into two distinct forms of agreement with the 

traders who buy your coupons ?—There is only one agreement; the original agreement has an amended 
clause in red ink across the face of it :—“ We hereby agree not to supply any other tradesman with
coupons under any circumstances.” r , ->• .

12. When was that particular part of your agreement discontinued ?— That is the latest edition; 
there is another form that is obsolete ; it was used for the first three months.  ̂ _

13. When did that form of agreement come into operation ?—It was in operation before I  came to
Melbourne. .. c ,

14. Does that agreement contemplate the giving of coupons by retailers in respect of any safes
except cash sales ?—No. , „  , ,, . , . ,,

15. Under that agreement you -supply coupons to the retailers ?—Yes, at tne price shown m the
agreement, 2s. 6d. per 100, less 4 per cent, for cash. , , . . .  .

16 What would the retailer have to pay for 500 coupons ?— 12s. 6d. on ciedit, but if he paid cash
he would get 4 per cent, discount.

9901.



17. Are all the coupons that you issue of the same value?—Yes, I believe the value is three-tenths 
of a penny.

18. Each individual coupon represents a percentage upon what minimum sale ?— 6d. for each coupon.
19. Supposing instead of a 6d. purchase there is a purchase to the value of 1 Id., how many coupons 

are distributed to the purchaser ?— Only one.
20. And on a 5d. purchase ?—No coupons.
21. What is the system under which it is contemplated that these coupons will be distributed by 

the retailers ?— On cash payments only in the first place at the rate of one for every 6d. in cash spent in 
the shop. The agreement binds them down to give the coupons for cash only, and they are not allowed to 
give them for credit sales. No coupon is given for the odd money between the sixpences. For a 
purchase to the value of Is. two coupons are given, and up to Is. 5d. only two coupons are given, and so on.

22. When the retailers have distributed the coupons, what is the system whereby they are brought 
back to the Co-operative Company ?— They are pasted into books until the book is full. Each book holds 
495 coupons.

23. Do all the books issued hold the same number ?—No, some hold 990 ; those are what are called 
full books. The books produced are called half-books.

' 24. Supposing a customer has filled up one of those books, what course does he pursue ?—He 
brings his book to .the company’s show-rooms, and receives goods to the face value of the coupons, which
is a shade under 12s. 6d. for a half-book. .

25. What class of goods do you supply in exchange for these coupons ?— We supply a variety of 
goods, principally electro-plated ware, crockery, vases, clocks, lamps, watches, and all classes of goods 
which are retailed in Melbourne which are supposed to carry a good profit.

26. You only give those goods which ..carry a large percentage of profit ?— Yes, those are the only 
o-oods we deal in. We do not supply fencing wire, or galvanized iron for instance.

27. Do you personally attend to the supply of customers with the goods in exchange for coupons . —
No, mv manager, Mr. Bailey, does that. .

28. Is he under an agreement with you ?— Yes, this is the agreement— [producing the sameJ—it
was made by my predecessor, Mr. Thomas.

29. is  he still with you ?—Yes.
30. Has there been any variation of the instructions given in that agreement ?— I  here has been no 

variation of the instructions ; there have been from time to time verbal instructions from me to see 
that the goods are marked at the coupon value in the show-room, so that everyone can see what the 
prices are, and that they are not above the ordinary retail price at which the same goods are sold 
elsewhere.

31. Is your show-room available for inspection by the Members of the Committee ? Yes.
32. Can they see the value at which your goods are marked ?— They can.
33 I t  has been suggested that some of your goods could be purchased at a less price at some of the 

retail establishments in the city ?— We do not profess to mark our goods either above or below, but we 
say the average value we offer to the public for coupons is the average value asked by retail shopkeepers 
elsewhere. We do not promise that every lamp that we sell for 12s. 6d. will be asked the same price 
for elsewhere ; it may be 10s. or it, may be 15s., but we say our average values will compare favorably
with the average values in the city of Melbourne or elsewhere. . , ,

34. I f  you added up the coupon values of all the goods offered for sale in your show-rooms, arid, 
took the value of those goods in the retail shops throughout Melbourne, they would about correspond .— 
They would ; we recognise that we have masters as well as the ordinary retailer. Our masters are the 
public, and if the public are not satisfied with the value of goods they receive from us, there would be a 
dearth of collectors, the people would say the coupons were not worth collecting, and they would not take
the trouble to collect them. . . , f

35. Have you had letters from large numbers of persons who have received goods in exchange tor 
coupons, expressing, opinions as to the value of them ?— We say that those who get goods aie per ectj 
satisfied with what they get for their coupons when they leave the show-rooms. While they are there 
looking at the goods we never hear a complaint, and lately we have received letters from a good many 
people who have had goods in exchange for coupons, certifying that they are satisfied with the values given.

36. Those letters were obtained for the purpose of producing before this Committee ? Yes.
37. Have you those letters here ?— Yes, they were obtained when Mr. McGregor introduced the

Bill into the Legislative Assembly. . (1 , , f  .lirigp
38. What advantages do you allege that the retailer can possibly gam from the supply or tnose 

coupons by you ?—In the lirst place they gain an advantage in the encouragement of a cash trade, and an 
increase in the turnover, thus giving them more cash to spend, and probably a freer hand in buying.

39. Does it affect the question of bad or doubtful debts?—I t  reduces the liability to . c.®. tS 
through their not having so many people on their books, and they have not to go to the expense of soliciting
orders to the same extent as they had before. .

<10. Does it have any effect upon the distribution of orders ?— A great many traders will no & 
coupons if they have to deliver the goods. I do not say that it is the general practice.

41. Does it affect the cost of collecting monthly accounts ?— It  makes the difference tha a ca 
trade mminst a credit trade always makes ; it is only recently that I  have noticed in a great many inso - 
vencies a man who is earning £2  or £3 per week has been running up bills, and I  have seen criticisms 
Judge Moleswovth about the folly of giving those people credit ; a good many o four  traders say tha y 
have induced many of their customers to pay cash who formerly used to run up bills ; no doubt oui sys
has been a great inducement to cash trading. , . „ „

42. Is not the retailer who receives cash in a better position when he comes to buy 1 0 m c 
man?— Yes, he has more cash to spend ; lie can pay cash for his goods, and, therefore, he can ge a
count on the amount of his purchases. . . P , . v.,, nr

43. In addition to that do you assist the trader in any way as far as the advertising of his 1
his wares is concerned ?— We advertise them very freely ; we spend a great ° / iLtween
tising. Under the agreement we agree to advertise the issue of coupons, i is a 1 , .
us. He agrees to distribute our coupons and pay us for them, and we agiee o a ve



freely i^ a in L ^ u b i i rb !! !^  advertlse on behalf of the PeoPIe take coupons from you ?—We advertise

M e l b o u r n e . ^ W ^ d v e r t k e ^  ?~ ‘.I “ u n  f o n n s  ; w e  a d v e r t is e  in s o m e th in g  l ik e  40 p a p e r s  in
a d v e r t is e  b y  a  p e r s o n a l  c a n v a s s  to" h m *  T  n °  IV°  ^ ’ , We a<^v’ei'U se *’>' Ĵ U} d is tr ib u tio n  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  ; w e  
m e n ’s w in d o w s  b y  w h ic h  a nm -oh ISC!lo ld e r s  ’ a n d  w e  P ^ u t  a n d  p u b lish  s ig n s  fo r  d is p la y  in  th e  tr a d c s -  
c o u p o n s . W e  a ls o  siid d Iv"  n r in te  /T T S ™ " ? . J1 i  , s t r e e i  Wl11 1̂ ’ov'r t l ia t  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  tr a d e sm a n  g iv e s  
t r a c t s  f o r  n o s t e r s  w b i^ f  i ' ?  f  ? e c lm ,,g c .  * n a d d it io n  to  th a t  w e  e n te r  in to  e x t e n s iv e  c o n -
t b e  h o a r d i ^ s hx t h l t  ^  T , l l ,? la l r '  0,1 ‘ 1-= V k lo m m  r a i lw a y s ,  o „  tl.„ t r a m w a y ,,  a „ d  „ „  „11

4 6  Y o n  flo n or f t  ^ UI , . Pm ’P0Se o f  d ir e c t in g  tr a d e  to  th e  d is tr ib u to r s  o f  c o u p o n s ,
c ia b le  e x t e n T ? - N o  p r e te “ ' *h r t  t h e  laS " 6 o f  S - c m m  t b .  v o lu m e  o f  t r a d e  ,o  a n y  a p p r e -

47. The effect is simply to attract trade from the other retailers to the man you advertise t—ThatIS so.

as anvthfne^norrthanalo(! ,1V!Sa7 tllinS m01'6 ' han 11 m6re "‘Ivertisemcut ?—I do not regard the company 
™  I f  1 <!>0 advertising agency to attract custom from one man to another. One man may
E r a l t y  Z  ^ “ C r ^  ^  » »  w b. advertises wifi

svstem m e«ft1P a beei1 S°m? °f the doOT'»oats that have heen referred to in Parliament that this
X ^ h T t l f L  is h -r C0f  T  i"™3?, reC6iptS ° f the retailer ? - T h a t  is stated by our opponents when the thing is being discussed outside. Our opponenls say they cannot afford to give 5 per cent. away.

. ' „lh e  ° Per c®nt- 18 not wpon the gross takings, but upon the cash takings ?—The 5 per cent., if
it is called o per cent., is upon their cash takings only, it does not refer to their credit takings.

ol. What have you to say as to the statement that these coupons represent a tax of 5 per cent
one^nnlv ^  ^ n®s  ̂ fh a t  is not correct. Our agreement says they shall give one coupon, and

nly when asked for ; they are not supposed to give coupons unless they are asked for ; if they do 
so, they do it to encourage trade ; some do, and some do not do if, therefore a certain percentage of cash 
customers spend their cash, and are not collecting coupons, because they do not ask for them. That pro­
portion of the trade is done without coupons. Others go in and buy goods to small amounts between the 
various sixpences t ley buy 9d., or Is. 5d. worth, on which only a certain proportion of coupons is given, 
laking all these things into consideration, it costs the retailer on the average from 3 per cent, to 3 i  per 
cent, and not o per cent., as has been publicly stated.

°2. What does your source of income arise from ?—From the distribution of goods in exchange for
the coupons for which money has been received—in the difference between the wholesale and the°retail 
price.
. . 0 u t  of that difference what charges have you to meet?—It  is necessary to maintain premises,
o stock them, to maintain a staff to conduct the business, to advertise the traders, pay for the cost of all 

stationery and printing connected with the business, make a personal canvass for business, and, in fact, 
addition g6n expenses of an ordinary business, with the cost, of advertising our members in

o4. It was suggested in the discussion on the second reading of the Bill that the soliciting of the 
patronage of the distributors was practically a system of blaek-mail, what do you say in answer to that ?— 
lh a t  is an incorrect statement altogether. Since I came to manage this business I have only had two 
canvassers employed in Victoria, Mr. Ballantine and Mr. Pickersgill.

. do. What are your instructions to the canvassers ?— Merely to put, before traders the advantages of 
adopting this system as a means of encouraging trade and increasing the turnover.

56. Have you ever heard a suggestion of black-mail from any source whatever except from the 
opponents of this system ?—Never.

, d7. How many retailers have you now on your books who supply coupons ?—In Victoria I
think, 2,200.

58. Have you received testimonials from numbers of those traders with regard to the success of the 
system ?—Yes.

59. How many out of all those who have taken your coupons have since ceased to take them ?—
I  think we have more traders on our books at the present time than we ever had before. Some traders
when there was not a great demand for the coupons said they did not think they would cominne them, but 
they have since taken them on again, and are distributing them to-day with very great success.

60. Have you witnesses available to give evidence as to the effect the system has had upon their 
business ?—I  have.

61. In  addition to the Melbourne branches what other branches have you in Victoria ?— We have 
a branch in Ballarat anu another in Geelong, both conducted under the same system.

62. When is your yearly balance ?—June 30th. I  have a balance-sheet here. I produce three
balance-sheets for the information of the Committee.

63. Do those balance-sheets correctly represent the trading as shown by your books for Melbourne, 
Geelong, and Ballarat, up to the 30th June last ?—Yes, as far as I  know.

64. What is the system of bookkeeping adopted ; have you a separate account for the Victorian 
business as a whole ?—We keep a separate account for the various branches of the Victorian business.

65. What becomes of the balance-sheets?—They are sent to the head office at Sydney.
66. Does the head office make any charge against the Victorian branch for supervision ?—No.
67. Do you pursue the same method of advertisement with regard to Geelong and Ballarat that you 

do in Melbourne ?—Precisely the same.
68. I t  has been suggested that there are only two methods possible whereby the retailers will he 

able to bear this tax you put upon them—either by reducing the quality of their goods or by sweating 
their employes, what have you to say as to that ?—That is a statement that is made use of by our 
opponents, but we can refute it ; it is made without any just grounds ; there is no justification for it 
whatever. I do not ask the Committee to take my word for am thing I say, but I say that is quite untrue, 
and I  propose to produce evidence to refute it.

69. Have you been in communication constantly with the men who take your coupons for the 
purpose of distribution ?—Yes.



70. And you have assured yourself upon that point ?— I  have.
71. I t  is stated also that you agree to supply only one person in a particular trade in a particular 

block or in a certain street—do you know whether it is an ordinary thing for special concessions to be 
made to special classes of persons who are distributing certain classes of goods?—VVe have no standing 
rule as to that, but we do not profess to supply everybody. VVe consider the coupon which has been copy­
righted, and on which some thousands of pounds have been spent to make it of value to the public, and to 
make it well known, is wholly and solely our property, and we have a right to do with it what we like ; 
no one else has spent money on it, and if we go to a trader and say— “ You assist us in distributing this 
coupon, which is copyright, and which is ours, and we will give you a certain amount of protection.” We 
consider we have a right to offer him that protection. On the other hand, if we go to a trader, who is 
some distance away from a centre, he may say—“ This will cost me money, and I  will get no profit from 
it for some time, will you give me some protection—will you protect me against the man on each side of 
me,” and we say “ Yes.” That man distributes the coupons for some time, and does not get any benefit 
until the public get to know that it is of value to them to collect the coupons, and then they go to him 
for their orders. Then the man next to him comes to me and asks me to supply him with coupons, but I  say 
— “ No, we cannot do it.” We have a perfect right to supply coupons to any one we think fit we claim 
that right.

72. Is this granting of monopolies to any particular trader peculiar to your company ?—Decidedly 
not, it occurs in cases of every-day trading. Every day merchants go to certain firms and say “ We 
have some very nice goods to offer.” The other man says— “ I  will give you an order, but I  want the sole 
right of distribution, or the sole right of sale.” Then the merchant says—“ All right, how many are you 
prepared to order?” That is the regular way of doing business ; it is a practice which is very common in 
trade.

73. Do you claim any monopoly for the coupon system— suppose a cash grocer wants to pay 5 per 
cent, discount, but objects to your company, is there anything to prevent his giving that discount in any 
form he likes?— There is nothing 1o prevent his giving the same discount we give, or a bigger one if he 
likes ; we do not claim any right to the system, it is only to our coupons that we claim a right.

74. Is  the system peculiar to Victoria?—No, there are other companies in New South Wales.
75. Have they reputable men attached to them ?— There is the Merchants’ Discount Coupon Com­

pany, which was started in New South Wales before we started there.  ̂ ^  ^
76. Who were the original directors?— I t  is a limited company, Then there is tho Iraders Mutual 

Coupon Company, the directors of which, in Sydney, are Mr. Hoskins, of William Gardiner and Company, 
Mr. Keep, of John Keep and Sons, J .  P . McArthur, of W. and A. McArthur, and Mr. Tillock, of the fnm 
of Tillock and Co., wholesale grocers. They are in competition with us in Sydney.

77. In  addition to the Traders’ Mutual Coupon Company, how many other companies are in opera­
tion in Sydney?— One, known as the Merchants’ Discount Coupon Company.

78. Is there anything of the lottery system in your company ?— Nothing whatever ; each coupon 
has its specific value. I think the actual value of one coupon is three-tenths of a penny that is the pur­
chasing power.

79. I t  was suggested during the debate in the Legislative Council that there was no guarantee that 
your company would be able to fulfil its obligations ; is your company in a position to fulfil all the obliga­
tions at present outstanding ?— Decidedly ; the company is in a good financial position, and is prepared to 
meet all its liabilities. I f  there is any question of a guarantee the company is quite prepared to do what is 
required ; on the other hand it cannot make laws to govern itself.

80. Supposing Parliament thought it desirable that the company should give a guarantee the same 
as the trustees companies do, would there be any objection to that ?— None whatever.

81. B y  Mr. Dealcin.—Your coupons are sold at 2s. 6d. a hundred, or 25s. per thousand?
Yes.

82. This Traders’ Mutual Coupon Company offers to sell them at 20s. a thousand, and in addition 
promises to return to the coupon buyer 75 per cent, of the net profits of the coupon company ? Yes.

83. Those terms are more liberal than yours?— Yes.
84. They say—“ This will materially reduce the actual cost of the coupons” ?—I  do not understand 

that prospectus, and I  should not like to manage a company that was governed by that prospectus.
85. They go on to say that I hey guarantee to return to the traders 15 per cent, of the amount paid 

for coupons at the end of each half-year ; you do not do anything of that kind ?—No.
86. This company considers the terms which they offer are necessary to establish themselves.

I  do not admit that. _ ,
8 7 .  Why do they do it th e n ? —They are offering coupons at a “ c u t” p r i c e ,  probably with the

object of getting in or encouraging business.
88. You were not here in the early days of the company in this colony ?—No.
89. Did they adopt any such means as that to get a start ?— No, they did not.
90. They took no steps whatever more than they are now taking to establish themselves ? ihey

were the pioneers here, and the system they worked on when they first started business here was precise y 
the same as the system we are working on at the present time.

91. You have a different agreement now?— The forms are almost identical.
92. As far as you know, they make no other provisions ?— None whatever.
93. W hat is the capital of your company ?— £10,000.
94. How much of that is paid up ?—£2,500. , .,
95. Who are the directors ?— There is only one director I  know of, in Sydney, that is Mi. Uavi

Brown Thomas. . . _ ,
96. How many shareholders are there ?—I  do not know ; in the articles of association theie aieo y

seven shareholders* names attached. ,
97. Are you aware whether they are the only shareholders?—I know they are not the o n  y s a 

holders, but I  do not know how many shareholders there are.
98. Your registered office is in Sydney ?— Yes. _ , *
99. You say you do not claim that the introduction of this system increases the volume o ia

all ?—No, 1 do not claim that. .. .



bouo-ht and altb°ugh no more is bought and sold under your system than would be
—As an udvertkino r  mpans1of >’onr coupons you are able to direct that trade into certain channels?As an advei tismg medium that is the efleet of it.
b u t  f rom  otlim- a t t i a c t  *la d o  from  c e r ta in  p e rso ns  to o th e r  persons  ?— I do n o t  say  from  ce r ta in  persons ,  
due i ro m  o th e i  p e rso ns  to  c e r ta in  p e rso n s .

•n . * ° U cialai Jliat tbe person to whom you concede this privilege in his particular locality will
• - pense o those m the neighbourhood who do not enjoy the advantage of your coupons ?—He

will gam trade ; I  do not say at the expense of any one in particular.
aOo. A t the expense of those in the locality ?—He will gain trade, 

of advertising C°me from somebody ?~ IIe will gain trade as lie would by adopting any other means

other imhiceinc 1 ̂  *S1 “ g is not the on]y means of increasing a man’s trade ?—Then say by adopting any

106. 1 on object to the statement that this coupon system involves a tax of 5 per cent, on the 
trader s profits ?—I say that statement is incorrect.

107. Does not it involve a tax of 5 per cent, in all cases in which the coupon is given ?— No, one 
coupon on a purchase to the value of l id .  would not bo 5 pel- cent.

108. The difference is made up of the odd pence in each transaction 1-—Where coupons are given 
that is so, but that is not on the whole business.

109. On the business on which coupons are given it amounts to 5 per cent, subject to that 
reduction ?— Yes.

^  110. For your system to be a success it is not sufficient for the trader to purchase the coupons ?

111. 1 on would not be satisfied to conduct a business in which you sold coupons and did nothino- 
else ?—I  would soon have to shut up shop. °

112. 1 hen when you say your object is not simply to sell coupons, your object must be to sell them 
in such a way that the public shall ask for them ?— Yes.

l id .  And the extent to which they do not ask for coupons, you look upon as interfering with your 
business ? To an extent—the demand for coupons depends entirely upon our own efforts.

1 You mean that what the trader does is nothing in the way of creating a demand for coupons ?— 
It  is something, but if we remained idle, there would not he a demand for the coupons at all. If  we did 
not go to the public and advertise thoroughly, making it widely known that the coupons were of value and 
were worth collecting, there would be no demand for them.

115. Are you the only person who does this work ?—.No, but we are the only persons attacked, I  
believe.

116. The advertisements on railway stations advertise your company?— They advertise our system 
and all traders distributing coupons collectively.

117. Have you had any experience of this system outside of Victoria ?—No, I  speak simply from 
my knowledge of it, as practised in Melbourne.

118. Do I  understand you to say that the profit in this business consists simply of the difference 
between the retail and the wholesale price of the goods you give in exchange for coupons ?— That is 
our only profit, we clo not enter into competition by offering goods for sale.

119. The profits that are to be gained by your business are only the profits to be gained in a
miscellaneous business of goods yielding a high percentage of profit ?—That is so.

120. And the costs that you speak of in printing coupons, employing travellers, and so on, are 
costs which are incurred for the purpose of advertising and disposing of those goods ?— Yes.

121. You claim that the prices of your goods are on the average the same as the prices charged for 
similar goods in Melbourne ?— Yes.

122. You deal with a great variety of articles ?—Yes, my experience and the experience of my 
manager are sufficient to enable us to dispose of an article for its retail value in coupons.

123. Would an ordinary fancy goods business embrace the articles in which you deal ?—No.
124. I  have here a printed statement, signed by yourself as manager, in which I  see this item—

“ Cost of redeeming coupons liability outstanding, £9,155.” What number of coupons does that represent? 
—Roughly, seven millions.

125. Until you get what you call a half-book, containing 495 coupons, you do not recognise the 
coupons at all ?—No.

126. No matter how many people start with the intention of making up a half-book and abandon 
the intention, you are under no liability at all, it must be a completed book ?—It must be a completed book 
before it is presented at the show-rooms.

127. Are the coupons transferable ?— They are.
128. I  presume your experience is not long enough to say what proportion of the books that are 

issued are never presented ?—No, the books go out empty, and we cannot say how many are thrown away 
just as they go out ; we issue the books in hundreds.

129. The coupons are checked because you sell them and are paid for them ?—Yes.
130. In the course of the year you can see the number of coupons you have parted with ?—Yes.
131. And you can tell the number of coupons you are debited with ?—Yes.
132. You cannot tell the number of books in course of construction, or the number of coupons that 

will never be presented ?—No.
133. That is an element in your profit ?—Possibly so ; in making out our accounts we do not reckon 

on making any profit out of lost coupons.
134. Are you not acquainted with the circumstance that this element of lost coupons is reckoned a 

very important element indeed in other companies of a similar character?—I  am not.
135. On the back of the coupon-book it says—“ Collect co-operative coupons ; they cost you 

nothing, and can be exchanged absolutely free for valuable articles ; ” you say that the public would not 
seek these if they did not get their value ?—That is so.

136. I f  they cost them nothing, and the public is invited to enter into the coupon business because 
they cost them nothing, it is not very hard to get at their value, Is it to be expected that the public will



look at a 12s. 6d. article for the half-book in the same careful way that the)' would if they had to pay the 
12s (id. out of their own pockets there arid then ?—My experience is that they do.

137. They tire getting something for nothing, are they going to look a gift horse in the mouth ?— 
My experience is that they do : when they come in to get their 12s. 6d. worth of goods for the half-book 
they know the value of the half-book, just as they know the value of the 12s. 6d.

138. All the goods in your show-room are marked ?— Yes.
139. Are they obliged to take goods to the exact value represented by their coupons ; are all your 

goods either 12s. 6d. or some multiple of 12s. 6d. ?— No, they may be 12s. 6d., 13s., 15s., or any price 
above 12s. 6d. More than that, they can get articles of various values, making up a total amount of 
12s. 6d.

140. Do yon take any cash in your trade to make up a difference in value ?—No.
141. Supposing I come in Avith a 12s.'6d. book, and I sec something at 14s. 6d. that I desire, how 

can I  get it ?— You cannot get it.
142. Not by paying the extra 2s. ?—No, in no other way than by obtaining an additional quantity 

of coupons.
143. Do I  need to get another full book ?—No, anything over 12s. 6d. we redeem. A  customer 

coming in with, say 750 coupons, can obtain any article from 12s. 6d. up to the value of those coupons, and 
if the value does not amount to the number of coupons he has got, a new book is given with the difference 
in coupons pasted in the first sheet, and he carries that difference on to the next book.

144. You have no standing rule as to the area within which you grant the exclusive right to use 
these coupons ?— No.

1 45. I t  varies with the trade, or the locality, or with the individual case in each instance ?—It is a 
matter of arrangement in each case.

146. A  grocer in one locality may be dealt with in quite a different way to a grocer in another ?—Yes.
147. What proportion of the 2,200 persons have any monopoly ?— About 10 per cent, have an 

agreement with an endorsement giving them a monopoly ; the remainder have no such endorsement.
148. In  those other cases do you not refuse to supply coupons to persons who might come into 

conflict with the 90 per cent. ?—Yes, I do refuse ; I  exercise my judgment.
149. If you chose, subject to your discretion, the whole of the 90 per cent, might get similar

privileges?— Yes.
150. Is it not the fact that the whole of your customers nje safe-guarded by a monopoly to some

extent ?—Not by a monopoly; they are safe-guarded to some extent.
151. By distance ?—No, not by any standing rule that you can express.
152. Can you mention any case of two drapers or two grocers, immediately adjoining each other 

who are using your coupons ?—I  think so, almost next door ; there are not a great many, but there are a few.
153. You claim to make your profit on the goods you sell ?— Yes.
154. And to a certain extent on the coupons ?—No, there is no profit on the coupons at a l l ; we do 

not profess to make any profit on them.
155. You get 2s. 6d. per 100 and if there are any that are not presented they go to your profit ?— 

We expect them all to be presented.
156. I f  not presented they have to be taken into account; you have not been here long enough to 

say of any coupons that they will not be presented ?— We are here to redeem all coupons presented, and 
we believe that more than 95 per cent, will be presented.

157. Your half-book contains 495 coupons representing 495 sixpences, or roughly £12 10s., so 
that before any advantage can be taken of the coupons purchases to the value of £12 10s. must have been 
made ?—Yes.

158. The grocer purchases them from you at the rate of 2s. 6d. per 100 ?— Yes, unless he pays cash.
159. I t  takes sales to the value of £ 5  to clear him of that 100 ?—Yes.
160. He gives no other discount with the coupons ?— Not so far as I  know.
161. Those who previously had cash customers in many of these businesses allowed them cash

discount ?—I do not know ; some did, I  think, when the purchase was over £1.
162. Under the new system those sums that were formerly returned as discount go into the coupons ? 

— I assume so.
163. A certain number of other purchasers received discount when they paid their weekly or monthly 

accounts ?—I believe discount on monthly purchases is a regular thing.
164. Do you say that that practice has been diverted into this system ?—I do not say that anything 

has been diverted ; I  think the trader who gives coupons does not give a cash discount, and vice versa.
165. The whole of the discounts that were formerly given have a tendency to be diverted into 

coupons under your system ?—There is a possibility of it.
166. The only new development of the discount practice that you claim is that your traders are 

encouraged to give discounts on the small cash purchases ?—We claim that under this system there is a 
better scope for giving discounts on cash purchases.

167. The trader has now to pay a discount on his small sales which he did not previously pay ?
I do not know that he (ltd not give discount before ; I  know nothing about what traders gave before.

168. You say the novel element in your system is that it encourages and provides for discounts on 
the smallest purchases ?— Yes, and it is therefore particularly applicable to the small purchases made by 
the working classes.

169 If that was not paid before, and is paid now, it is paid by the trader ?— Yes.
170. Consequently he pays a discount which he did not previously pay ?— Yes.
171. Then where does he get his gain ?— He does a larger trade, and he induces a cash trade.
172. Does that mean that he is drawing from somebody else small purchasers who come in to get a

benefit by the coupon system that they did not get under the old system ?— He is attracting trade.
173. That is the kind of trade he is likely to attract ?—I do not think it varies very much ; he is

likely to attract trade, I cannot say what kind of trade.
The witness withdrew.

Adjourned, to to-morrow, at half-past Two o’clock.



Members present ;
I h e  Hon. Lieut.- C o l .  Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair

I  he Hon. J .  M. Davies, 
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The Hon. T. Connie,
*1 he Hon. A. O. Sachse,

The Hon. T. C. Harwood, 
The Hon. W. Knox,
The Hon. D. Ham.

Percy M. Scott, further examined.
174. _Z??/ Mr. Deakin. -You are aware that before your arrival here, and the establishment of this 

company, t eie were a certain number of firms in Melbourne which were wholly cash businesses?— 
1 believe that is so.

^  ceitain number of those firms are now your customers for coupons ?— Some few of them are.
176. \  on are also aware that customers of yours who choose to do so have the power of giving, 

and do give, coupons to those who deal with them by weekly and monthly accounts ?—I am not aware of 
that. I t  has been stated.

17/. Do you contradict the statement ?—I do not contradict it definitely. I  say if it is done it is 
very exceptional, and opposed to the terms of the agreement.

178. Can you point to any advertisement you give to the traders who purchase your coupons 
except the small books we have seen?—Yes, we give them signs for their windows,and we advertise those 
signs in the papers.

1/9. When that sign appears in a window the public will naturally infer that the person using the 
sign is dealing with you ?—That is so.

180. 1 here is no advertisement of the name of the particular person ?—No, we advertise 
collectively, not individually.

181. In the books you advertise individually ?—Yes.
182. You are responsible for this circular that has been presented to Parliament ?—I  am.
183. In  this circular, in two places, in your replies to statements Nos. 3 and 4, you imply that the 

statement that 5 per cent, of the profits is paid to you is correct ?—I deal with clauses 3 and 4, which 
quote 5 per cent.

184. You do not contradict the statement that it is 5 per cent ?— Yes, I  do. I  refer you to my 
evidence of yesterday.

185. You do not do so in this reply ?— No, I  did not think it worth while.
186. Certain meetings have been held in connexion with this agitation about the use of coupons ? — 

I  am aAvare of that.
187. Have you communicated with those people who have issued your coupons, as to attending 

those meetings ?—Yes ; I  have invited their attendance if they happened to be members of the particular 
body.

188. Do you look upon those who issue your coupons as constituting a special body or organization?
—No.

189. Then why do you communicate with them ?—They represent their own interests.
190. They represent your interests, too ?— Certainly.
191. Is that what you mean by calling yourselves a co-operative company ?— We are a co-operative 

company, inasmuch as Ave do ourselves good, the traders good, and the public good.
192. In what other sense are you co-operative than any ordinary trader?—The discount Avhich the 

purchaser receives on small purchases is not obtainable under other circumstances.
193. That does not make it co-operative ?—Yes, it does, if they get a benefit by their small 

purchases.
194. Is that the only sense in which you can claim to be co-operative?—We are co-operative 

because it benefits the public and the trader in that way.
195. Would it suit you if every trader in the community took your coupons ?—I  have not considered 

that point.
196. Did you not say yesterday that, as a matter of fact, if it became universal the Avhole motive 

and incentive of it would be gone ?—No ; that, was not the effect of ray evidence. I  said nothing about it 
yesterday.

197. Would it be consonant Avith the continuance of your business if the coupon system became 
universal?—We would prefer not.

198. The essence of it is that it should be limited to certain numbers, upon whom it confers certain 
advantages ?— We prefer to conduct the business as we are conducting it at the present time.

199. T h a t  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  i t — t h a t  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  g e t  c e r t a i n  a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  Avhich t h e y  p a y  y o u — 
i s  th a t  a  f a i r  s t a t e m e n t  ? — N o .  I  s a y  w e  p r e f e r  t o  c o n d u c t  o u r  b u s i n e s s  a s  Ave a r e  c o n d u c i i n g  i t  n o w — t h a t  

i s ,  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  o u r  c o u p o n s  a s  Ave  A v i s h  t o  a  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  t o  l i m i t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a d e r s  

a s  w e  c o n s i d e r  d e s i r a b l e .
200. The essence of it is that you should have a free choice in the selection of the men avIio are to 

distribute your coupons ?— Yes.
201. I t  could not be Avorked to your satisfaction or to their satisfaction unless there was that choice ? 

—It  might be worked to our satisfaction— it Avould not be worked to theirs.
202. Are you aware whether coupons are ever re-purchased from the public by shopkeepers ?—It

has been reported to me.
203. H a v e  y o u  a n y  i d e a  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h a t  i s  c a r r i e d  o n  ?—T o  a  v e r y  s m a l l  e x t e n t .  ^
204. W h a t  m a k e s  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  ?— T h e  o u t p u t  o f  c o u p o n s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g ,  a n d  t h e  r e d e m p t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o u p o n s  i s  a l s o  i n c r e a s i n g ,  a n d  Ave w o u l d  s e e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t A v e e n  t h e  t w o  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  m u c h  d o n e

in that way. , ‘
205. W h a t  i s  there to in d icate  th a t th e  s a m e  c o u p o n s  are not u s e d  tAVo o r  three t i m e s  betw een  the

t r a d e r  a n d  t h e  c u s t o m e r  ?— I f  t h a t  A v e r e  d o n e  t o  a n y  g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  c o u p o n s  w o u l d  b e  m a t e r i a l l y  

l e s s e n e d  • i n s t e a d  o f  o u r  s e l l i n g  t h e  c o u p o n s  t h e  p u b l i c  w o u l d  b o  s e l l i n g  t h e  c o u p o n s  t o  t h e  t r a d e r .



206. I t  is quite possible fov them to deal with the same coupons two or throe times over, and as 
long as they come into you finally they are reckoned ?— I form my opinion from what 1 have said.

207. Do you know what prices the shopkeepers have paid when they have repurchased them ?— 
I  hear it is about 2s., but I  cannot give any definite evidence about it.

208. How many coupons have yon issued in Victoria since you started?— U p to the 30th of June 
last ten millions, roughly speaking, of which about three millions have been redeemed.

209. You say you only employ two canvassers ?—I  should have said in Melbourne—there is another 
canvasser in Ballarat.

210. Does no other person act for you except those three men ?— No other persons in that 
capacity.

211. What other outside persons do you employ ?— We employ four lady canvassers.
212. In  what way do their duties differ from those of the male canvassers ?— The lady canvassers 

call on the public and the male canvassers call on the tradesmen.
213. What are the functions of the ladies who go to the public—how do they recommend your 

business to the public ?— They explain the system, point out its advantages, and leave a directory book.
214. Do they confine themselves to any particular area, or is it left to their own discretion as to 

what members of the public they shall call upon ?—They are directed us to where they shall go.
215. Are they directed occasionally to the State Schools ?— No.
216. I f  they go there it is of their own accord?— Yes.
217. Is it the practice of your company to distribute books with a few coupons pasted in by way of

encouragement ?— Books of that kind have been distributed as an advertisement.
218. They are given away to induce custom ?— To encourage thrift.
219. Those books may be given in schools or anywhere else at the discretion of the lady can­

vassers ?— No, the lady canvassers do not go to schools.
220. When you give them those books do you limit them to the persons to whom they may give 

them ?— Those books are not distributed by the lady canvassers, only by the male canvassers or employes 
of the company other than the lady canvassers.

221. Are you aware that those books are occasionally distributed among children at schools?—
I  am.

222. You do not regard that as illegitimate ?— Certainly not. I  think it is a good advertisement.
223. You advertise freely ?— Yes.
224. In  newspapers as well as in other ways ?— Yes.
225. Is  the advertising under your direct control ?—In Victoria it is.
226. Has the advertising account increased or diminished within the last few months ?— It  is about 

the same.
227. I t  has not enlarged during the last three months ?—I think not.
228. Has not its distribution been altered?—Not that I  am aware of.
229. Am I  correctly informed that advertisements are now appearing in a number of suburban 

papers in which they did not appear before ?— You are incorrectly informed as to that. I  cannot specify 
the number of contracts we enter into. We may enter into one or more this week, and drop another, but 
the average is about the same.

230. Do you only advertise by contract?— T hat is all.
231. What is the shortest period you advertise for?—For a newspaper advertisement, three 

months.
232. Never less ?— Never less.
233. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.—Who signs the red endorsement in the agreement?—The 

tradesman.
234. The tradesman who buys from you is under this guarantee not to sell your coupons to 

somebody else ?— That is so.
235. Do you retain these agreements when they are signed ?— Yes, I  retain them ; but the 

customer has a duplicate agreement, if he wishes, signed by myself.
236. What is the capital of the company?— The paid-up capital is 10,000 shares fully paid up to 

£1  ; 7,500 of the shares were allotted. I  wish to correct my evidence of yesterday ; the £2,500 has been 
paid up since.

237. To whom were those shares allotted?— To one of the shareholders.
238. What was the £2,500 you referred to yesterday ?— Mr. Deakin asked me how much capital 

had been put into the business ; I  said £2,500, and that is correct, but 7,500 out of the 10,000 shares 
were allotted for good-will.

239. As a fact, the cash put in is £2,500 ?— Yes.
240. Is that capita] used in the Victorian, the Adelaide, and the Sydney businesses?— Yes.
241. That £2,500 really represents the whole of the cash capital in the three colonies?— Yes, 

which is put into the business.
242. Did you get tangible assets for the 7,500 shares, or was it merely for the good-will?—I under­

stood it was for the good-will; there was some amount of money expended prior to its being taken over, 
and that was included in the £7,500.

243. Was the whole of that £7,500 expended?— I  do not think the whole sum was expended ; but 
I  understand a portion of it was tangible assets at that time.

244. Have you any idea of the value of the coupons issued in Adelaide ?— Roughly speaking, I 
should say about £2,000 worth.

245. How much of that has been redeemed ?—I  think about one-fourth.
246. How much has been issued in Sydney?— A very small quantity—only about a million coupons, 

representing £1,250, and almost the same quantity has been redeemed.
247. In Victoria you have issued coupons to the extent of about fifteen millions ? Yes ; and we 

have redeemed £3,000 worth up to June 30th.
248. You have obtained £15,000 ior coupons from the public in Victoria, £2,000 in Adelaide, and 

£1,250 in Sydney, or a total of about £18,000 in cash obtained from the public on a paid-up capital of 
£2,500 ?— That is so.



2 i9. b y  the Hon. A. 0. Sachse. I f  a woman has a book of coupons can she go into your show­
room and get a particular article ?— Yes. ^

250. May she select any article ?—Yes.
-51. Must she hand the book in first ?—N o ; she brings the book in, and has a look round the

show-room.
252. I f  there is nothing (here to suit her she may take the book away again ?—Decidedly.

The witness ivithdrew.

John  Fallon, examined.
253. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—A draper, carrying on business in Chapel-street, 

Windsor.
25-1. How long have you been there ?— Twelve years.
255. B y Mr. Coldham.— I believe you are the senior partner of the firm of Fallon and Ridgwav ?—

I was, but we have dissolved partnership lately, and I  am the only one in the business now.
256. Y'ou know the couptiii system ?— Yes.
257. What experience have you had of it ? — We were approached by tile company when they first 

came out, a little over twelve months ago. In the first instance we declined to take the coupons, but after 
a time we found that people were asking for them, and when people ask for things you must supply the 
demand, so we went in for the coupons.

258. How long is it since you first took them ?—September twelve months.
259. Was your business prior to your taking the coupons both a cash and a credit business ?—You 

could hot call it a credit business ; we have done no credit business to speak of ; it is practically a cash 
business.

260. Do yob supply the coupons to all your cash customers ?— Not unless they ask for them.
261. Can you form any opinion as to what proportion of your cash customers require coupons ?— 

I  reckon it costs us about 3 per cent, of the gross cash turnover.
262. It  is suggested in one of the documents before the Committee that the only way in which the 

retailer can afford to pay 3 per cent, in cash discount by coupons is by either reducing the quality of the 
goods or by sweating his employes. Have you found it necessary to pursue either of those two courses ? 
—Not at all.

263. Have you found that this system has been most pernicious and injurious in its operation” to 
you ?— No, as far as we are concerned, it has not. We give it the credit of increasing the business.

264. This circular sajrS— u Shoppers aiid traders of every class have suffered from its evil effects.” 
What evil effects have you found in it ?—I cannot see any evil effects, as far as we are concerned.

265. You recognise, of course, that if you increase your business it is probably at the expense of 
somebody else?—Possibly.

266. Y’ou, as a capable trader, are always trying to increase your business, and such increase is 
necessarily at the expense of someone else ?— Yes, we do the best we can.

267. Do you regard this as anything more than a system of advertising that catches on with the 
public ?—No, that is what I  put it down as, indirect advertising.

-268. Have any people who got coupons come to you and made complaint that the goods they 
received in exchange for these coupons were not of sufficient value ?—No, I  have had no complaints.

269. I f  it improves your business, it increases your cash takings and the turnover ?—Yes, I  give 
it credit for that.

270. Is there any way whereby you can give discount upon small cash purchases except by 
coupons?—I  do not think people would value the cash discount on very small purchases ; it would be 
worthless.

271. You could not give a discount of 5 per cent, upon a purchase of 9d.?—No.
272. Have you had'experience of both cash and credit business ?—We had a credit business in the 

country, but my late partner conducted that, so I cannot speak about it.
273. Y ou say you have found no disadvantages from the system—do you mean to say that no “ se t” 

was made against you by any body of drapers ?— Not that I  am aware of.
274. B y Mr. B>eakin.— Y>o you sell all kinds of drapery ?—Yres, with the exception of furnishings.
275. What is the average profit of drapery reckoned at, taking all the lines together ?— We reckon 

that if we make 10 per cent, oh the turnover we do well— that is the net profit ; we do not always do 
that.

276. How long have you been established in Chapel-street?— Twelve years.
277. During the whole of that time have you had a business of your own ?—Yes.
278. Is not the drapery business one that fluctuates with the times ? Considerably.
279. The experience yqu have had with the coupons is of last year as against the preceding yeais ?

—Yes.
280. You say you give credit for some increase (o this particular system ? Yes.
281. Have not the times generally been supposed to have improved during the last twelve months .

— They have. , ,
282. Might, not that account for some portion of the increase ?—It  mignt.
283. You follow styles to a certain extent in drapery ?—Ŷ es. _
284. Yrou back your judgment against your neighbours in putting goods in the window to a tiac

the public ?—Yes, we always try to do the best wrc can. _  ̂ .
285. There are a number of circumstances in your business which affect the amount of yout

over from vear to year, and this coupon system is one of them . Y cs. . , .
286 Are yon prepared to dismgage this particular advantage from the other advantages during the 

last twelve months so as to give Us any precise estimate of what its value has been to yo u . iat is a 
very hard matter to arrive a!, our trade has increased since we took on the coupons, it might have done so 
In a n y  lase of course, but we give the system credit for it. I reckon we spend the money m coupons
instead of advertising ; they advertise for us, we do not advertise now,



287. Do you reckon that you have reduced your advertising expenses by about the amount you pay 
to the Coupon Company ?— The coupons may cost a shade more, but I  reckon they have done more good.

288. Your expenses have not materially increased in consequence of the system?—No, to a very 
small extent. Of course vour expenses increase as your business increases, but the percentage has not 
increased.

289. Did you, when you commenced this coupon system, have the same terms and arrangement
with the company that you have now ?— We are on a little better footing at present, we get a rebate if we
take 50,000 at once.

290. You pay cash for them ?— Yes.
291. I t  is practically a discount on your cash?—Yes.
292. How far is the nearest draper from you that employs the coupon system ?—I think there is 

one at the other end of Chapel-street; some of the smaller shops in our line have coupons I  think.
293. Have you any special agreement with the company as to that ?— Yes.
294. W hat is the limit on competition ?— They were not to sell the coupons to anybody near us,

we named the people they were not to sell them to.
295. Is that agreement adhered to ?— Yes.
296. Can you say whether the extra trade you have gained has been drawn from the shops in your 

immediate vicinity?— I  hardly know that.
297. The probability is that a certain proportion of it is ?—I  do not know ; we get a great many 

people from the outer suburbs—floating trade.
298. Supposing the persons you specified, who were to be excluded from the utilization of the 

system, obtained the coupons, would the system be of any value to you ?— If  everybody had coupons the 
value would drop; I  imagine there would be no advantage in it.

299. Has your percentage of increase during the last twelve months over the average of previous 
years been more than 3 per cent.—supposing your general profit for the preceding-two or three years was
8 per cent., has it been relatively more than 11 per cent, this year?—It  has been a shade more than 3 per
cent, increase.

300. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You do a cash trade entirely ?— Yes.
301. Prior to the introduction of the coupons did you give any discount?—No.
302. You now give a discount which equals 3 per cent. ?— Yes.
303. Does that come out of your profits?— We put it as an expense—it comes out of the profits of

course.
304. In  consequence of the coupons your profits are 3 per cent, less than they would otherwise 

be ?— We look to the increase of trade to make up for that.
305. Apart from the question of advertising you think that the increase in your sales has made up 

for the loss of that 3 per cent. ?—Yes.
306. In  addition to that you also save in some advertising ?— Yes.
307. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.— You do not give coupons on all your sales?— No, only when they

are asked for.
308. Though you make a net profit of 10 per cent., the cost would not be 3 per cent, on the 10 per 

cent., it would only be 3 per cent, on the purchases on which you give coupons ?—If  we gave coupons to 
every one it would mean 5 per cent.— it means 3 per cent, on the whole turnover.

309. Have you had to take the coupons in self-defence, or have you taken them as a matter of 
business ?—I  took them because people were asking for them, and I  thought it was a good thing.

310. B y the Hon. the Chairmam,.— Supposing your neighbour had the coupons and you had not,
what would be the result ?—I  suppose I  would be worried.

311. B y  the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— I suppose it was stipulated that they should not be given to your
neighbour ?— Yes, that is one of the advantages of the system.

312. B y the Hon. W. Knox.—I f  it is such an advantage why do you not urge all your customers to 
take them ?— If they wish to pay for a thing without getting discount I do not insist upon it. We look 
to the coupon system to advertise us, but if a customer comes in without knowing anything of the coupons 
we do not enlighten her.

313. Do not tire customers tell each other?— Some of them do, but a lot of people are quite ignorant
of it.

314. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— How did you come to get these coupons in the first instance ?— 
I  was waited upon by Mr. Thomas, I  think it was, who wanted me to enter on the business right away. 
I  refused him in the first instance. I said— “ No ; I do not see why you should participate in 5 per cent, 
of my profits/’ but after a while people came in and said— “ Do you give coupons?” And when people 
ask for things you must supply the demand.

315. Did they lead you to suppose that they would not take their business to you if you did not
give them the coupons ?—People have actually gone out of the shop if I  did not give them coupons.

316. As a draper, would you have any objection to the Coupon Company giving drapery in exchange 
for the coupons to people who were your customers ?—I do not think it would matter much to us ; they 
do give drapery in some instances—they give curtains.

317. And you have no objection to that ?— I do not see that it would make much difference.
318. What is your principal item of business ?—Dress materials, Manchester goods.
319. Would you have any objection to their giving dress materials in exchange for coupons ?—No, 

I  do not think so.
320. B y the lion. 1). Ham .— You said you gave certain names of people to whom the company should 

not supply coupons— were those drapers ?— Yes, people in my own trade. That was the arrangement; if 
we took the coupons the company were t-o sell them to no one else in our line within a certain radius.

321. By that means you might be doing others an injustice, and creating a monopoly which would 
be very disadvantageous to men competing with you in the same street or in the same vicinity ?—I  think 
it is a matter of business ; if we thought that by giving coupons we could increase the price of our goods 
we would be making a great mistake— we cannot do that.

322. What is the advantage in your preventing other people getting them ?— If every one had them 
they would be no advantage to us.



323. Do you sell your goods cheaper than those who do not give coupons ?—I  could not say t h a t ;
we must get the average profit ; it is a matter of who is first in the field.

. 11'ie H °n' A. O. Sachse.— You say the advantage of the system is the increased business ?
I  give tli© Coupon Company credit for the increased business. I look upon it as an advertisement, and

the thing has caught on.
325. You adopt the system because it increases your sales, not because it brings you cash ?—No, 

we always did a cash business.
326. Did you not give a discount on big amounts before?—Not unless it was asked for.
327. Yrou do not give the coupons unless they are asked for ?—No.
328. Out of ten customers how many would ask for coupons ?—About two-thirds.
329. B y the Hon. W , Knox.— Does the purchaser who gets the coupon get an article at the same

price as the one who does not get a coupon ?—Exactly the same.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to to-morrow, at Two o’cloch.
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Percival S. Laird, examined.
330. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A  butcher, carrying on business at No. 277 

Smith-street, Fitzroy.
331. B y Mr. Coldham.—How long have you carried on business in Fitzroy ?— Three years last

July.
332. Is yours a cash or a credit business ?—Principally cash.
333. What percentage of the business is cash ?—About 80 per cent. I  should think.
334. Before this coupon system came into force did you give discount for cash ?—None whatever.
335. Do you now distribute coupons ?— Yes, I  have done so for fourteen months ; I  commenced 

taking them in September, 1898.
336. Do you distribute your coupons to both cash and credit customers ?— I make a distinction— 

to cash customers I  give one coupon for every 6d., to credit customers, if they pay weekly, I  give one for 
every Is. if they ask for them.

337. If  their credit is over a week you do not give any coupons at all ?—No.
338. Do you give them only to the cash customers who ask for them or to all ?—I give them freely

to all; certain persons do not take them, but I  ask them if they want them.
339. Since you have distributed coupons have you observed any change in the amount of your 

business ?—Yes, there has been an increase in the cash takings.
340. Have you been able to reduce the expenses of your business, since you have taken the coupons,

by cutting down the advertising ?— The only advertising I  do is the coupons and the companies*
circulars.

341. Prior to taking the coupons did you advertise?—Yes, in the local paper and on programmes.
342. Can you give the Committee any idea as to what cost, if any, is imposed upon your business 

by taking these coupons ?— I think, with the increased trade and the less advertising, there is not any cost 
at all.

343. Have you been able to form any opinion as to whether the system benefits any particular type 
of trader; that is,'whether the small trader or the large trader is more likely to be benefited ?—The small 
trader, I think.

344. I t  has been suggested that the taking of coupons would necessarily mean that the retailer must 
either reduce the quality of his goods or reduce his employes’ wages to make up that percentage of piofit ; 
have you done either of those things?—Neither. I buy all my cattle alive, and they aie killed under the
supervision of the Board of Health.

345. How was it that you came to take the coupons in the first instance . I thought they would
be an inducement to the general public to patronize me.

346. Did the canvasser call on you ?—Yres. _
347. I t  has been stated that this is a system of black-mail ; was there anything m the fashion m 

which you were induced to take coupons that savoured of black-mail ?— I cannot say that there was ; I  was 
asked if I  would take them, and told that if I  took them my neighbour would not be able to get them. _

348. Since you have taken them, have you found your big neighbours make any set against

y0U ' 34-9^1™ w h a t  way ?—'When I  took them on there was a lot of ill-feeling between my neighbour
and myself • he drew on the window a coffin with coupons in it, and the words—“ Death to the coupons

350 ’ He did not think much of the system ? - N o .  I met him in the market one day and said to
him “ What is all this ill-feeling in Smith-street about ? ” He s a i d - "  I f  all they say is true my business
f sg o in c r to b !  transferred to y o u - t h a t  you are the only one in Smith-street capable of doing the business.
I  replied— “ If  all they say is true you are going to run me out in three months, or make me lose £u00 m
the meantime ” I  told him I had not the £300 to lose, and therefore I could not lose it, but at the end of
thre“ months we would both be there. He s a i d - "  You took on this confounded coupon system, and



you m u s t  r e c o g n ise  t h a t  i f  y o u r  n e ig h b o u r  h a s  a n y  b u s in e ss  a b i l i ty  he  w ill  do s o m e th in g .” T h e  consequ ence
w as ,  t h a t  he  i s su ed  a  c i r c u la r  to  th e  g e n e ra l  pub lic  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  s l a u g h te re d  w a s 'g o in g  to  be slain, a t
p r ices  t h a t  n e v e r  w e re  h e a rd  of b efo re ,  a n d  h e  p u t  u p  on h is  w in d o w — “ F u l l  w e ig h t  a n d  no coup on s ,” 
in s in u a t in g  th a t  I  d id  n o t  g iv e  fu l l  w e ig h t ,  so I  p u t  u p  a n o t i c e — “ F u l l  w e ig h t  a iid  co u p o n s .”

351. A r e  yo u  sa t is f ied  w i th  th e  r e s u l t  of th e  co u p o n  sy s te m  on y o u r  t r a d e  ?— Y e s .
3 52 .  H a v e  you  h a d  a n y  co m p la in t s  from y o u r  cu s to m e rs ,  e i th e r  as  to th e  m a te r ia l  su p p l ied  by you, or 

t h e  a r t ic l e s  t h e y  g e t  in e x c h a n g e  fo r  t h e  co u p o n s  ? — S om e m a y  h a v e  sa id  t h a t  th e y  g o t  8s. w o r th  for th e  
12s. 6 d . ,  b u t  th e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c u s to m e rs  a re  w e l l  p leased .

353. B y  Mr. Deakm.—Does your exclusive right only extend to the prohibition of one competitor 1 
— The two nearest competitors ; J am in between two.

3 54 . I l o w  fa r  h a v e  y o u  to  go  in  S m i th - s t r e e t  befo re  y o u  com e to  a n o th e r  b u tc h e r  w h o  uses th e  
c o u p o n  s y s te m  ?— I  sh o u ld  say  a b o u t  2 0 0  ya rd s .

3 55 .  A n d  a f t e r  t h a t  h o w  f a r  w o u ld  y o u  h a v e  to go  ?— I  do n o t  knoAv o f  a n o th e r  in S m i th - s t r e e t  
w h o  i s su e s  th e m  ; a  th i rd  p a r ty  u se d  to  g iv e  th e m ,  b u t  he  h a s  g iv e n  it. up .

356. Y o u  tw o  a re  th e  o n ly  tw o  in S m i th - s t r e e t  ?— So fa r  as  I  k n o w .
357. D o  yo u  re c k o n  t h a t  w i th  th e  s a v in g  in  a d v e r t i s in g ,  and  th e  inc rea se d  t r a d e ,  y o u  a b o u t  ba lance  

th e  co s t  of th e  c o u p o n s ,  o r  t h a t  y o u  g a in  ?— 1 th in k  I  gain .
358. Y o u  h a v e  h ad  th r e e  y e a r s ’ e x p e r ie n c e  as  a  b u tc h e r  on y o u r  o w n  a c c o u n t ? — Y es .
359 .  Y o u r  b u s in e ss ,  I  su p p o se ,  is a f fe c ted  b y  th e  seasons  an d  o th e r  f l u c tu a t io n s ? — Y es .
360 .  H a s  th e  la s t  tw e lv e  m o n th s  beeti a  go o d  t im e  fo r  b u tc h e r s  ?— V e r y  good.
361. H o w  do y o u  d is c r im in a t e  b e tw e e n  th e  g e n e ra l  benefi t  o f  th e  good  t im es  a n d  th e  profit  of th e  

co u p o n  sy s tem  ?— T h e  in c re a se  in  the  tu r n o v e r  ; I  can  work a la rg e r  tu r n o v e r  w i th  th e  sam e  ex p ense .
362 .  T h e r e  m a y  be  g r e a t e r  p u r c h a s in g  p o w e r  on  th e  p a r t  of th e  c u s to m ers  ?— O th e r  peop le  are 

o f fe r ing  in d u c e m e n ts  to  g e t  t h a t  p u r c h a s in g  p o w e r  a w a y  from me.
3 63 .  Y o n  g iv e  go od  if ieat ?— Y es ,  a b s o lu te ly  th e  best .
364 .  A n d  a t  t h e  lo w e s t  p r ic e s  ?— Y es.
365 .  C a n  y o u  g iv e  us a n y  p ro o f  of t h e  t r u t h  of y o u r  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  in c r e a se  o f  b u s in e ss  is ow ing  

to  th e  co u p o n  s y s te m  ?— I  do n o t  say  i t  is e n t i re ly  o w in g  to  th e  sy s te il i ,  b u t  i t  he lps .  I f  I  d id  no t  take  
th e m  I  r e c k o n  I  cou ld  n o t  h o ld  m y  p r e s e n t  t r a d e  if  m y  n e ig h b o u r  d id  t a k e  th e m .

366 .  I f  y o u r  n e ig h b o u r  h a d  th e  c o u po n s  a n d  y o u  h a d  no t ,  y o u  w o u ld  e x p e c t  to  lose c e r t a in  custom ers?  
— S l ig h t ly .

367. F r o m  Avhom does y o u r  in c r e a se d  tr a d e  com e ?— F r o m  m y  tw o  n e a re s t  n e ig h b o u r s .
3 68 .  T h e y  c a n n o t  g e t  t h e  co u po ns  ?— T h e y  h a v e  n o t  g o t  t h e m — t h e y  sa y  th e y  c a n  g e t  them .
369 .  Y o u  c o n s id e r  y o u  h a v e  g a in e d  by  a d o p t in g  th e  co u p o n  sy s te m  ?— Y e s .
370. W h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  y o u r  p ro f it  do y o u  a t t r i b u t e  to  th e  u se  of t h e  cou p o n s  ?— I  could 

n o t  say .
371. H a v e  y o u  a n y  o b jec t io n  to  s a y  Avhat y o u  r e c k o n  th e  in c re a se  in y o u r  b u s in e s s  h a s  been  since 

y o u  a d o p te d  th e  sy s te m  ?— I  co u ld  n o t  s a y ;  t h e  seco nd  o r  th i r d  S a tu r d a y  I  to o k  th e m  th e  t a k i n g s  jumped 
u p  b y  £ 1 7 .

372. W h a t  d id  y o u  c o n s id e r  a f a i r  S a t u r d a y ’s t a k i n g s  b efo re  t h a t  ?— T h a t  AVas oil t h e  average 
S a t u r d a y ’s t a k i n g s  ; t h e y  a re  p r e t ty  co n s is ten t .

373. B y the lion. A. 0. Sachse.— Y o u  g iv e  c o u p o n s  for Aveekly a c c o u n ts  ?— Y es .
374. D o  you  g iv e  th e m  to o th e r  go od  p a y in g  p e o p le  on c red i t  a c c o u n ts  r— N o ,  I  do very  little 

b o o k in g  t r a d e .
375. Did you take these coupons on because you thought they Avould bring you a cash trade?—  

I  thought they Avould encourage a cash trade, that AAras the only reason. I  did a cash trade before, and I  
have done more since ; avc are always trying to increase our cash trade.

376. B y Mr. Deakin.— If you had not taken them, some one else Avould ? —That might be so.
377. B y the Hon. A . 0. Sachse.— W h a t  a r e  th e  n e ig h b o u r s  d o in g  avIio h a v e  an  ill-Avill a g a in s t  yon 

for t a k i n g  th e s e  co u po ns?  — O n e  th r e a t e n e d  to ru n  m e  o u t  for t a k i n g  th e m ,  a n d  t h e y  a re  c a n v a s s in g  custo ­
m e r s  in  t h e  s t r e e t  a t  t h e  p re s e n t  m o m e n t ,  w h o  a re  c o m in g  doAvn to  m y  shop .

3 78 .  D o  th e  o th e r  s to re k e e p e rs  in  th e  d if fe ren t  l ines  of b u s in e s s  a t t a c k  y o u  ?— No.
379 .  W h e r e  do you  sell y o u r  m e a t  ?— I n  F i t z r o y  p r in c ip a l ly ,  in  t h e  sh o p  ; th e y  com e and  ta k e  it

aAvay.
380 .  D o  y o u  n o t  d e l iv e r  m e a t  a t  a l l  ?— A  li t t le .
381 .  W h e n  p eo p le  p a y  ca sh  a t  t h e i r  oavii h o u ses ,  do  y o u  g iv e  th e m  c o u p o n s  ?— I  g iv e  t h e m  one for 

Is . ,  i f  th e y  a s k  fo r  th e m .
382. W h o  g e ts  th e  c o u p o n s  ?— T h e  m is t re s s  v e r y  o f ten ,  so m e t im e s  t h e  s e r v a n t  g e ts  th em .
3 83 .  D o  y o u  ev e r  give t h e m  to  s e r v a n t s  ?— I  g iv e  th e m  to Avhoever p a y s  t h e  b i l l— it  is u su a l ly  one 

of t h e  fam ily .
384. D o  y o u  find s e r v a n ts  com e to y o u r  s to re  to  b u y  m e a t  fo r  th e  fa m ily  ?— I  do n o t  k n o w  of any 

in s ta n c e  w h e r e  t h e y  do, th e  p eop le  t h e m s e lv e s  g e n e ra l ly  com e to  th e  sh o p  ; i t  is m o s t ly  t h e  m o th e r  who 
com es .

385. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  c o m p la in t s  f ro m  y o u r  c u s to m e rs  t h a t  th e y  did 
n o t  g e t  good  v a lu e  fo r  th e  12s. 6d . w o r th  of co up on s  ?— T h e r e  m i g h t  liaAm b een  one or tAVO.

386. D o  y o u  e v e r  b u y  th e  c o u p o n s  f ro m  y o u r  c u s to m e rs  ?— I  h a v e  d o n e  so.
387. W h a t  do y o u  g iv e  fo r  th e m  ?— 2s. p e r  100.
388. Y o u  a re  Avilling to  do t i ia t  ?— I  am  n o t  Avilling to  do it ,  b u t  th e y  a sk  m e  i f  I  Avill take  th em  ; 

I  do n o t  Avant th e m ,  b u t  to  o b lige  a  c u s to m e r  I  Avill t a k e  th e m .
389. Y ou  m a k e  a  profit  of 6d. p e r  100 on th e m  ?— N o t  q u i te ,  b e c a u se  yo u  g e t  a d is c o u n t  from  the  

C o u p o n  C o m p a n y  Avhcn you p a y  cash .
390. B u t  p u r c h a s in g  a t  2s. p e r  100 w o u ld  g iv e  yo u  a  la r g e r  d is c o u n t  t h a n  th e  c o m p an y  a l lo w  ?

Y e s ,  b u t  I  h a v e  n o t  b o u g h t  m o re  th a n  8 0 0  o r  30 0  in th e  tw e lv e  m o n th s .
391. I f  a c u s to m e r  Avishes to sell th e m  y o u  b u y  th e m  ?— N o t  from  e v e ry b o d y  ; I  h a v e  re fu sed  to

b u y  them . I  h a v e  b o u g h t  20 0  or 30 0  a t  th e  o u ts id e  d u r in g  th e  fo u r te e n  m o n th s .
392. B y the Hon. IV. Knox,— W il l  th e  C o u p o n  C o m p a n y  g iv e  y o u  cash  for th e  co upons  ? I  do not 

knoAv, I  h a v e  n ev e r  tr ied ,
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T 1 B y tiw H°n. J. M. Davies.— ~Does th e  co m p a n y  o b je c t  to  y o u r  b u y in g  b a c k  th e  co up on s  ?—
n ° L , , n V  a n -Vtlmig a b o u t  it  ; i t  is n o t  a prac t ice ,  it  is on ly  occas iona lly  t h a t  it h a p p e n s .

394. 1 hoy  w ould  o b je c t  i f  th e y  k n e w  ?— 'T h e y  m ig h t .
3 9 o. By the lion. I). Melville.— H o w  m a n y  o f  these  c o u p on s  h a v e  you  g o t  th r o u g h  in  t h e  fo u r te e n  

m o n th s  ?— A b o u t  3 ,0 0 0  p e r  week.

The witness withdrew.

Benjamin Pennington, examined.
396. B y the Hon. the C hairm an— What are you ?— A grocer, carrying on business at 264 Clarendon- 

street, South Melbourne.
397. B y Mr. Caldham.— How long have you been in business there ?— Since the 31st of July of 

last year.
398. Do you hold a grocer’s licence in connexion with the business ?—No.
399. Have you taken coupons from the Co-operative Company ?— Yes, since the 20th August of 

last year.
400. How was it that you came to take those coupons?—When I started there 1 wanted to do a 

cash trade, knowing the baneful effects of the credit system. I  thought if I wanted to do a cash trade I  
must give the public some inducement to pay cash, otherwise half my trade would be on the books. The 
coupons came on the scene then; and two or three of my customers asked me if I  was going to take them 
ou. I  sent for the canvasser to come out, and lie explained the system to me, and then I  took the 
coupons.

401. Did you sign the company’s agreement ?—Yes,
402. What change has taken place in your business in the period during which you have taken the 

coupons r— I  was only there for three weeks before I  took them, but I  have been managing a grocer’s trade 
for the last 25 years. When I took this shop it had been closed for two years and a half previously, but prior 
to that, with an intermission of twelve months, I  had run that shop for another company for seven years, 
so I  had a good opportunity of judging what the business was.

403. In your opinion did the taking the coupons, and the distribution of them among your customers, 
affect your business in any way ?—It  is about the best system that has been brought under my notice 
to create a cash trade.

404. Have your customers expressed approbation of the system ?— They have expressed disappro­
bation of this Committee sitting, or the Government trying to put the system down.

405. How does the system suit your customers ?— Very well indeed.
406. Have you had any complaints with regard to the goods supplied in exchange for the coupons ? 

—I have never heard a complaint, and when my customers go in with a half-book or a whole book, and 
bring out an article, they invariably show it to me. I  like to see the article, because if the company did not 
keep faith and give good articles I should discontinue distributing the coupons, but in every case the people 
have expressed satisfaction.

407. How far from you is the next man in your line of business who distributes coupons ?—I am 
surrounded with them.

408. And notwithstanding that you keep your cash trade ?— I have made a cash trade.
409. Do you do a distributing business in addition ; do you send out goods ?—:Yes.
410. Is that a credit business in the majority of cases ?—No, I  do not do any credit business, it is 

absolutely cash-
411. Do you give your coupons to every person who pays cash 'I—  Yes, I  insist upon their being

given in the same way as change.
412. Do you give them upon every part of your business ?■—-Yes; of course if tthe sale is l id .  I  

only give one coupon upon the 6d.
413. Has it. made any difference in your advertising expenses ?—I  do not advertise.
414. You attribute the whole of the benefit to the coupon system ?■—Y"es, practically.
415. B y  Mr. Deakin.— What do you reckon your average profits to be?— Anything between 10 per 

cent, and 15 per cent.
416. P o  you get that on your total turnover in grocery ?—Y"es.
417. W hat is your gross profit?— That is my gross profit, I  could not say what the net profit is, I  

have only been there fifteen months. I  took stock when I  was there six months, and I  have not taken 
stock since.

418. Can you form any idea of the net profit, after paying all your working expenses, the cost of
the coupons, and everything else?— From 2 per cent, to 4 per cent, on the turnover.

419. Your profit varies on different lines ?—Very much.
420. What profit is there on sugar ?—It  depends upon how it is sold and how it is bought.
421. What do you reckon the profit to be upon your turnover of sugar ?—Between 4 per cent, and 

5 per cent, gross, there is no net profit on sugar.
422. Do you deal in bread ?—Yes.
423. What is the net profit on that ?—It  depends upon what it costs ; if we cannot get 3d. per

dozen loaves profit we look for nothing.
424. Those are lines on which you calculate to make very small profits /— We do not look tor a

profit at all on them ; they are to draw people to the shop. , . ,
425. I f  you give coupons on those lines which are not profitable witnout the coupons, with the 

coupons they must be almost unprofitable ?—People do not come for those lines separately.
426. If  you dealt in those two lines alone you could not keep ou in your line of business . I  would

not dea* ™ / y î " ° u1™®lgreement with the company restricting them from selling coupons to other 
people engaged in the same business ?—Only as to one man ; that is my nearest neighbour.

428.°How many assistants do you employ ?—Nine.
429. All male ?—Yes. . .
430 What do their wages amount to —From 17s. 6d. upwards it might go up to f.2.



431. Is 17s. 6d. the lowest wage you pay ?— For an assistant—I have a boy whom I  pay 8s. I  am 
always putting on new hands and always raising the wages. A man who started with me first as an 
assistant got 10s.—he is now getting 25s.

432. When were those increases made ? Every three months. I  advertise for an assistant ; I  ask 
the applicant what he has been getting, and I  say— “ Well, I will give you so much to commence with ; 
if \ou  suit me in a month I  will give you an increase of 2s. 6d., and in another three months I  will o-ive 
another 2s. 6(1.”

433. When were the last increases ?—Last month, the month before that, and the month before
that.

434. Were increases made before the last three months ?—Yes, I  have been increasing wages ever 
since I  took on the coupons.

435. What do you pay for the coupons ?—2s. 6d. per 100, with 4 per cent, discount for cash, and if 
I  take 50,000 at a time I  get another 6 per cent.

436. Do you sell coupons to the company ?—No.
437. Do you take them from your customers ?— No, I never took them in my life.
438. If  your next door neighbour had the coupons would the system be of any value ?— He has had 

coupons—the Australian coupons— he may have them now for all I  know.
439. I f  he had the same coupons as you have, would they be of any value to you ?—I think so ; I 

think I  could hold my own against him.
440. You do not depend upon the coupons in your contest with him ?—Not entirely.
441. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.— You think the coupon system has enabled you to increase the wages 

of your employes ?— Yes.
442. B y the Hon. T. G. Harwood.— You have had considerable experience in the business ?—Yes, 

about 32 years.
443. Is not your success to some extent to be ascribed to your knowledge of the business ?—A 

little— I  do not claim the whole success for the coupons, but they have materially helped me—the main 
thing is to look after the business.

444. B y the Hon. A . O. Sach.se.—You sell first-class goods ?—I  will not sell any other if I  know of it.
445. You say your neighbour has Australian coupons ?— He did take them, I  do not know if he 

takes them now. They were started in South Melbourne—they were given out there.
446. Do you know if they were successful ?—I do not know anything about them. I know my 

customers will not take them ; they say they can only get goods for them. When they have 50 they have 
to go in and get half a pound of tea, but with these coupons they can get something to beautify their homes.

447. Does not this Co-operative Company give tea and sugar for their coupons ?—Not to my 
knowledge.

The loitness withdrew.

Alexander Dick, examined.
448. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— A butcher, carrying on business in Lygon- 

streetj Brunswick.
449. B y Mr. Coldham.— You are a member of the firm of Dick Brothers ?— Yes.
450. How long have you been carrying on business at the present address ?— Thirteen years.
451. During any portion of that time have you taken coupons from the Co-operative Coupon 

Company ?—I have taken them ever since they have been offered to the public.
452. How did you come to take them ?— When the proposition was made to me I  thought it was 

about the fairest method of making a distinction between cash and booking that I  had ever seen, and on 
that  principle I  adopted it.

453. Was there any black-mail about it ?—No.
454. As far as experience has shown you, what effect has it had upon your business ?—It  has 

converted a good many of my booking customers into cash customers, and caused a slight increase of 
outside or fresh cash trade as well. We have increased the general turnover and increased the number of 
cash customers as well.

455. Do you deliver coupons to credit customers ?— None at all.
456. Do you give them to all the cash customers ?— Every one who pays cash gets coupons whether 

he asks for them or not—I  offer them to everybody, and very few object.
457. Are you satisfied with the result of taking those coupons on your business as a whole ?— 

Yes, perfectly satisfied.
458. What do you pay for the coupons ?— 25s. per 1,000, less a slight discount.
459. Are you content to have that tax on your business for the sake of the benefit you obtain ?—

Certainly.
460. Has it affected your advertising ?—No, I  continue my advertising just  the same.
461. Have you had any complaints from your customers with regard to the system, or the effects

of it ?— They seem pleased with the system— practically no one has complained—you could count those 
who have complained on your fingers.

462. Do you supply inferior goods in consequence of this system ?—I  buy the best quality of meat.
463. Have you sweated your employes in order to make up for this tax ?—No, not at all.
464. B y Mr. Deakin.—About what percentage of your booking customers became cash customers 

since the coupon system was introduced ?—Roughly speaking, I  suppose about 15 per cent.
465. Is yours mainly a cash business ?— I t  was about half-and-half before I  started with the

coupons ; now I  should say about 15 per cent, more are paying cash.
466. Did you give a discount before ?—No, I  made no distinction between booking for a week and 

cash over the counter, and I  thought it was very unfair.
467. What was the percentage of increase in the outside trade?—Roughly speaking, I  suppose 

about 5 per cent.
468. Did that come from shops that did not give coupons ?— I could not say ; there is a shop 

giving the same coupons within 50 yards of me, and there are two shops, one within 200 yards, and 
another within a quarter of a mile, giving another sort of coupons.
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469. Why should people object to taking coupons which are given, as they suppose, for nothing ?— 
That is a question I cannot answer. There are very lew who refuse, they may say they do not care about 
the coupons, and wc put them hack into the till.

470. By the Hon. J. M. Davies.— What other company distributes coupons ?—I think I have noticed 
as I passed by the shops — “ Full cash value coupons;” they are distributed by some company I think.
I  see the placards hanging in the shops.

471. B y the Hon. A . 0. Sachse.—Has that company waited upon you ?—Yes, one other called on me 
some time ago, but I  was on with this company at the time.

472. Do you deliver much meat at the houses ?—Yes, very nearly half my trade is delivered at the
houses.

473. "What do you do when people pay you at the doors ?—If  people pay cash on delivery we treat 
them as we do cash payments in the shop ; we give them coupons, and they appreciate them very much.

474. Who deals with you at the house—is it the servant ? — No, we deal principally with the lady 
of the house ; the majority of the people are working people who do not keep servants.

475. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— Does your man carry the coupons round with him ?—Every order 
that comes from the rounds is booked into the day book, and when I give out the meat I  also give out the 
coupons for each person.

476. The man who delivers the meat takes the coupons with him to deliver to the customers ?— 
Certainly.

477. B y the Hon. A . 0. Sachse.— How do you know he gives the coupons to the customers?— 
I  come in contact with a great many of my customers during the week, and I  frequently give them myself, 
and I  know if they were forgotten they would ask for them.

478. Have your men ever brought any couppns back to you and said the customers did not want 
them ?—No, I  have no doubt the people get them; I  have every confidence in my employes.

479. Do your men think the coupons are popular ?— They have to carry out instructions.
480. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.— Axe your customers principally artisans ?—Yes, and people of that

class, the majority of them.
481. And you think they appreciate the coupons?—I  am sure they do.
482. B y Mr. Coldham.—You say your cash customers have increased from 50 to 65 per cent, since 

the introduction of this system ?—Yes.
The witness withdrew.

William Powne, examined.
483. By the Hon. the Chairmcm.— What are you ?—A draper, carrying on business in Bank-street, 

South Melbourne, and at 76 Clarendon-street, South Melbourne.
484. B y Mr. Coldham.— Have you had any experience in the drapery trade?—Fifty years.
485. Where were you engaged prior to carrying on business for yourself ?—A t George and George’s,

and Christie’s in Ballarat, for thirteen years. _
486. Have you had any experience of this coupon system as worked hy the Co-operative Company .

—From the first ; that is, for fifteen months.
487. How did you come to adopt the system ?—I started with a very small capital, taking 12^ per 

cent, cash payments on goods, consequently I had no stock to speak of. I  started with less than £50, 
so I  "travelled round as a hawker, and took 12^ per cent, weekly time-payments. Eventually I  was able to
take a shop and stock it. , i i ■ j r

488. Flow did you come to distribute coupons ?—Nearly all my trade was book business, and 1
wanted some ready money, and that was the reason I  took on the coupons. I  consider it is a very just and
good system indeed. T i . .

489. Were you forced into it by threats or black-mail ?—No. I  am the only one m the street
there is no other draper in Bank-street but myself.

490. What effect have you found it to have upon your business ?— The best of my customers pay
cash now instead of booking. T i *.

491. How does that benefit you ?—The risk is reduced ; there are very few bad debts. 1 do not
advertise much now. it is done for me.

492. Do you deliver goods ?—I  keep an errand boy.
493. That expense remains the same ?—Yes. ■ .
494. Can you say what percentage of increase upon your total turnover has taken place during e 

last twelve" months ?—During the last twelve months I  have just held my own and not much more trade
has not been verv crood, but I have held my own apd made a profit.

495 Notwithstanding the fact that you have not increased your business, are you satisfied with the 
coupon system ? - Yes, particularly as to the Clarendon-street business. That branch is all a cash business,
a n d  t h e r e U  h a s  b e n . H t e d  m e ^ v e r y  m u c h .  ^  ^  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a s k  1(>r t h e m  o r  n o t  ? - E v e r y

°ne" 497. Do you give them to your credit customers ?—If they pay within the week I  reckon that as 

CaSh" 498. Have you reduced your employes’ wages or decreased the quality of the goods you supply, m 

consequence * ^ J ^ Z £ r i o » g  is it since you opened in Clarendon-street ? -8 in ce  the 1st of

J u n e  of this year. tboi branch_?__No. mv neighbours took the
». »-•».. •< .«■..='■ -

them ; there are four in Claiendon-stieel w o d j j another within 50 yards of him.Z. =« « a r e n / o n - s t r e e t  ?-

A b o u t  t h e  l s t t f  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  i n c r e a s e  y o u  h a v e  h a d  in  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  s i n c e  t h e n ? - P e r h a p s

2 0  p e r  c e n t ,  i n  t h e  C l a r e n d o n - s t r e e t  b r a n c h .



,104. These are the spring months ?—It has been a very bad October. Spring does not affect the 
suburban draper as it does those in the city.

505. What kind of business do you do ?— A general drapery business ; that does not include millinery. .
506. B y the lion. G. Godfrey.-—You have not sold any inferior article in consequence of the 

coupons—you give the same value with the coupon as you did before you gave the coupons ?— Yes, every 
article is marked in plain figures.

507. B y the lion. D. Melville. —How many coupons have you distributed since you went into 
Clarendon-street ?— Between 1,000 and 2,000 per week.

The witness withdrew.

James Levens, examined.
508. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— A draper, carrying on business in Wcllington- 

street, Collingwood.
509. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business as a draper ?— Forty years in this

colony.
510. I  believe you are a Justice of the Peace?—Yes, and have been for many years.
511. YV hat experience have you had of the coupons of this company ?—I took the first coupons

that came out. They asked me if I  would take them, and I thought I  could see then there was
something in it. I  thought it would be a good thing, and I  said I  would take them, and I  got about the 
first lot of coupons issued by the company.

512. Were you black-mailed in any way?—No.
513. Have you used them ever since you first took them ?—Yes.
514. What advantages do you consider you derive as a retailer from the use of this coupon system ?

— I t  has increased the volume of my business.
515. What percentage is the increase?—I pay cash, and I keep very few books. This has been a

very bad year with the drapers, but we have taken more than we did for the same period of last year, and
I  consider we have done very wejl indeed.

516. l rou think it increases the volume of trade ?—Yes.
517. What other advantages does the retailer obtain from the system?—I  generally have a gc.od 

many more customers than I  had before, and the customers that come to me are very keen after the 
coupons, and will not go away without them. We give them to every one paying cash, and to no one else.

518. Has it made any difference in your advertising account ?—Yes. I do not advertise at all now.
I  used to advertise in the Collingwood papers and sometimes in the Age, but I  leave that to the Coupon
Company to do now.

519. What effect has it had upon the collection of had debts ?— We have had very few bad debts 
since the coupon system has been introduced.

520. The fact that you increase your cash trade means that the cost of bookkeeping is reduced ?— 
I t  is very little now.

521. Can you give us any idea as to the average amount outstanding weekly in the books before
the coupon system was taken up, and what it has been since ?—We used to have about £100 standing in
the books ; at the present time it is a little under £20.

522. Do you attribute that reduction in the amount outstanding to this coupon system ?—I do.
523. Have you had any complaints from the public with regard to this system ?— No ; on the 

contrary, they have expressed approbation. One woman who was burnt out by the fires in Gippsland has 
been getting coupons ever since, and her sister asked me if I  thought this Bill was going to pass to upset 
the coupon system. I  said—“ No, I do not think it is ; I  do not think they can do it ; it is nothing but 
what is legal.” She said—“ I hope they do not, because my sister, when she came down, had lost every­
thing, and now she has got as nice-looking nick-nacks on her table as Sir Frederick Sargood has.” I 
consider the system tends to thrift.

524. By the Hon. T. C. Iiarxoood.—Did she get the nick-nacks from the Coupon Company ?—Yes.
525. Did she buy largely from you ?— No, she had not the money to do it ; but when she got a 

half-book she would take it down to the company’s show-rooms and get a cruet or something like that. 
She would not go anywhere where she did not get coupons.

526. How long after the fire did it take her to get these things ?— Perhaps a couple of years.
527. B y Mr. D eahin .— Were you a cash draper before the introduction of this system ?—Not 

entirely, I  always had about £100 on the books.
528. The greater part of your business was cash ?— Yes.
529. Did you give discount to your customers ?—No.
530. You have been taking coupons for fifteen months ?—Yes.
531. You say this has been a bad year ?—A very bad year.
532. Worse than last year ?— Yes.
533. You have always paid cash to the wholesale houses?— Yes ; 1 get 3 per cent, discount.
534. Have you made any change in the method of carrying on your business during the last three 

years ?—No.
535. You take the same goods year after year ?— We vary in fancy goods sometimes.
536. You use your own judgment in buying ?— Yes.
537. Does not it count for something if you hit the taste of the public ?— I do not think it makes 

any difference ; we got what is going.
538. Is there any man in your street in the same business giving coupons besides yourself ? —The 

nearest is about 250 yards away, in another street—there is no one else in my street.
539. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.— You think this system encourages cash purchases ?— Yes.
540. I t  encourages thrift in the whole people ?— Yes.
541. They accumulate these coupons, and get articles which they would not otherwise get ?—Yes.
542. B y the Hon. D. M elville .—Do you take coupons for the purchases that your family make with 

other tradesmen ?—My daughter deals largely in coupons, and we deal with her. I do not take them from 
her, but I  take them from the butcher.
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543. I t  is the general custom for people in shops to take them as well as give them ?—Yes, we give 
them to the butcher.

544. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.—You deal with tradespeople who distribute coupons just as you 
do ?—Some of them.

545. What do you do with your coupons ?—Put them in the till and give them to my customers.
The witness withdrew.

Frank D. R. Pickersgill, examined.
546. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—A canvasser for the Co-operative Coupon Com­

pany,
547. By Mr. Coldham.— How long have you occupied that position?—About fourteen months.
548. Where have you been employed during that time?—In Melbourne and suburbs, and Ballarat.
549. Mr. Thomas was the manager of the Melbourne office when you were first employed ?—Yes.
550. Did you receive any instructions from him as to the duties, and the discharge of those duties,

by the canvasser ?—Yes, he told me to call upon tradesmen and show them to the best of my ability the
advantages they would derive from adopting our system.

551. Did he post you up as to what those advantages were ?—Yes.
552. When Mr. Scott came here as manager, did he give you instructions also?—I have continued 

the same system.
553. What was your mode of canvass ?—I  took contract forms and the directory book with me.
554. How did you select any particular tradesman in the first instance?—It  just depended upon 

where wm wanted a certain tradesman.
555. Suppose you went into Clarendon-street, South Melbourne, and you found two men carrying on 

business side by side, how would you determine upon which man you would call ?—In many instances I 
would call on both.

556. Would you call on both if the first man were agreeable to take the coupons?—Certainly not. 
I would only call on both if the first man refused to take them.

557. What system did you pursue to endeavour to get a man to take coupons?—I would introduce 
myself as coming from the Coupon Company, and I would try and show him the advantages he would 
derive from adopting our system.

558. What were those advantages ?—I would tell him that the coupons would increase his cash 
turnover ; I always maintained that our system was the most efficacious form of advertising ever 
introduced into the colony, and I  advised the tradesman to take it up more as an advertising medium than 
anything else—those were the inducements I  held out. Of course, they might argue against it, and I 
would discuss the matter with them.

559. If  the first man refused, you would go on to the next ?—Yes.
560. Before you left the first man did you ever use threats that you would ruin his business ?—No ; 

I  always recognised the fact that I  was representing a company carrying on business in a business-like
manner. _ .

561. Did you not represent that other men might take your offer, and so injure his business ?
I advised him to get in early.

562. Beyond that, did you hold out anything in the nature or suggestion of a threat ?—Certainly
not.

563. When you got a man to agree to adopt the system, he would sign the agreement?—I  would 
read it through, or let him read it through, whichever he preferred.

564. Did you always see that the man clearly understood the terms of the agreement before he 
signed it?—Yes.

565. Have you had any complaints from any of the tradesmen that they have signed this agreement 
under a misapprehension ?—None whatever.

566. B y the Hon. IV. Knox.— Is  your whole time occupied with the work of this company ?— Yes,
I  do nothing else.

567. How do you select the tradesmen in a particular street?—I use my own judgment.
568. By Mr. Deakin.— What determines your judgment ?—It depends upon the look of the shop,

or the look of the tradesman. .
569. By the Hon. W. Knox.— When you go to a man do you say that you will confine the

advantages that you offer to him only ?—Not necessarily. . , ,
570. After selecting a man you would not go to the man next door . I t  depends, if he had no

objection I  would take the two of them ; many tradesmen have 110 objection to the opposition adopting 1 e
CTTC f p  rvi

571. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— Is that anything like the general practice ?—We have very
few agreements with guarantees in them at all. . „ , , , ,

572. When you are canvassing a man, do you not tell him that if he does not come 0  an aQ 
with you you will go to another man in the same street ? Not always, I geneia y try 0  s iow 11m
advantages he will derive. . ? T aQV__« Vrm

573. But do you tell him that if he does not adopt the system some one else will. , y
have the first refusal, and I  would advise you strongly to adopt our system.

574. If he refuses you would go to some one else ?—Certainly.
575 Dn thpv not mind whether you go to some one else or no t. INot mucn. .
576. They do not care about your agreeing with them not to supply coupons to any one e.se in le

same street ^  lhe mon0j,oly , _ In s„me cases , it depends upon how they are situated. As a
rule, they have no obiection to our taking members on each side, wit.nn a fan distance.

-7 0  R u  fhp Tfnn G  G o  i f r e i ) .— Do you do that to any extent l Yes. , .
?79 Bu he Hon the c L L a n . - C a n  you give an ins.ance where there are two tradesmen

alongside eadf other who take the coupons T - I  can give an instance where there are two at oppostte

corners.
c

9901.



,180. Can you give more than one instance 1—Not at present.
581. B y the [Ion. T. C. Harwood.—Personally you do not think there is much advantage in having 

the exclusive right to give coupons in a particular street 1—In some cases I do; it depends upon the 
locality. I can name dozens of opposition shops that take our coupons.

582. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Within what distance of one another 1—Less than 100 yards.
583. B y the Hon. D. Melville.— What reasons do those who refuse to take the coupons give for 

not taking them 1—Various reasons. Some object to have anything to do with the system at all. They 
do not think it will suit them.

584. Do they give you no reason why it will not suit them ?—No. I  always tell them if they alter 
their minds they know where to find us, and in dozens of cases they have altered their minds, and they 
have joined us.

585. Does that arise from the loss of customers who have left them and gone (o tradesmen who did 
give coupons I—No. In  many cases they wish to talk it over with their wives. I  do not know what 
their other reasons are. They simply come in, and say they have altered their minds, and would like to 
join.

586. Have you had many refusals in Ballarat ?— One or two in each trade. We are pretty well 
represented up there. A lot of them signed on, and then some one wont round and induced them not to 
accept delivery of the coupons.

587. linvc many people come to you and complained that owing to your having sold coupons to 
their rivals they have lost their trade, and said that they wanted to get the coupons?—No, never since I 
have been connected with the company.

588 In what districts have you canvassed ?— Melbourne and suburbs, Ballarat, Clunes, Mary­
borough, Allendale, Mornington, and other places.

589. Have you heard that in Richmond people who had at first refused them have found their 
business going, and have come to you and asked to be allowed to take the coupons ?— It  has not come 
under my notice. I  have nothing to do with the office work at all.

Hie witness withdrew.

Joseph D. Bailey, examined.
590. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?— The buyer and manager of the show-room of 

the Co operative Coupon Company,
591. B y Mr. Coldham.— IIow long have you been in the employment of the company ? — Ihirteen 

months.
592. Were you under a written agreement with Mr. Thomas ?—Yes.
593. After Mr. Thomas, Mr. Scott came here as manager ?— Yes.
594. Was any alteration made by Mr. Scott as to the terms of the agreement or the method in 

which you should carry out your agreement ?—:None whatever.
595. Have you had any instructions from Mr. Scott as to what you should do ?— Only to follow 

out what Mr. Thomas had told me.
596. W hat experience have you had in the trade ?— About fourteen years in this colony. I have 

been practically all my life in the crockery and china trade. I  have also had experience in glass ware, 
china, and plated ware and cutlery—that covers the goods we deal in.

597. How are the goods that are require! for distribution obtained ?—I buy goods direct, and also 
from the Avholesale merchants in Melbourne.

598. On what terms do you buy ?— The usual month’s terms.
599. VVlien you get the goods into stock are you responsible for the marking ?— 1 es.
600. Throughout all the departments ?—As far as the goods are concerned.
601. You keep books of account under your agreement ?—I keep a stock book.
602. In  that you enter your purchases ?—Yes.
603. In the balance-sheet up to the 30th of June did you check the coupon account and the stock 

account ?—I did not check the coupon account; I  checked the stock-taking.
604. Docs the amount in the balance-sheet correctly represent the amount of stock ?—I did not 

take the balance-sheet, I simply checked the stock assets.
605. In what position do you give out goods— suppose a person wants goods in exchange for 

coupons, what procedure do you follow ?— All our goods in the show-room are marked in plain figures at 
their coupon value, they are marked one book, half a book, and so many coupons—600 coupons, 49o 
coupons, and so on ; it is in coupon value, not cash.

606. Do you sell any goods for cash ?—None whatever ; we have sold several lines for cash, but
not in the show-room ; they have been sold outside, by brokerage.

607. The books are brought in by the various customers, the number of coupons is checked, and
they can take out any article and get it delivered to them in exchange for the book ? — Yes, and they have
their own choice ; we never dictate what they shall take.

608. Is there anything to show in each book what goods have been handed over to the customer 
for that book ?— Yes, in almost every instance the wholesale price of the article is marked in the book.

609. Are those books available for the inspection of the Committee if desired ?—Yes, they are down 
at the office. _

610. Are the wholesale prices marked in these books— that is, the correct wholesale prices at which 
you purchase them ?— They are the correct cost price to us.

611. Have you had any complaints from purchasers as to the value of the goods delivered to them. 
— Very few indeed ; there are some people you can never satisfy, but the complaints have been veiy 
trifling. _ . .

612. Supposing a person bought an article for a 12s. 6d. book, and was dissatisfied with it, an 
brought it back, would you change it ?— Yes, immediately. . . .

613. Ilave you sufficient knowledge or sufficient opportunity to compare your marked prices wit i 
the marked prices in retail houses in Melbourne such as Chambers and Seymour, McLean Bxot eis 
and Rigg, Me Ewan and Co., and others ?— Yes.



j  J) Joseph t). Bailey,
2nd November, 189b.

very favorably indee</^mb°HPrison between your prices anil theirs ?—.1 should say our prices compare
615 i  A , l h , | #ofl*.M» to anything- in the city of Melbourne.
616 The o-nod-• f i 0U 110 discount ? No, we do not handle any cash in the show-room.
617 v  f  ° , are taken at ^ e i r  face value in coupons ?—Yes.

and on the "otherVdp ° ° k w luclj sh ow s on one side the w h olesa le  cost to you  o f  a particular article,

** Wh,eh U iS ” w ?- We •* * •  back of the '“ Ok the goods

selye^ .llW lfi'eoodf"!' t k e  ® “i™ *7'-'W herc do you get the cost price from ?-F ro,n  the goods them- 
of the tickot « A I: ,n.'11 tad, and tlie cost of ifie redemption value. Tlie selling price is on one side
of the ticket and on the other ,s the stock number, and the cost of the goods to us.

, , v a has ^Jthmg to do with the cost of the cotnpanv in carrving on the business ?— No, I do
not take that into consideration. 1 , 0  ’

620. B y Mr. Deahm.—-Y)o you mark all your goods with the same amount of profit ?—No, not at
all ; on some articles the profit is much larger than on others.
•r. o rn?21* Ar<3 tkere anJ  hues which you sell to your purchasers at practically cost price, or very near
it . Ifiere are some that we have cut very, very fine indeed.

622. Was that in order to dispose of a particular line ?—Not necessarily ; principally because it is 
an every-day line, and every-day lines will not stand a profit.

623. What is the average profit you put on your cost price ?— That is a matter I have never gone
into.

624. What is the minimum and maximum profit?—I do not see that I can give that. We simply 
mark the goods according to what they are worth from a retail stand-point, judging from past experience.

625. What is the highest profit you mark on any line of goods ?— That is a matter that I  have not
at my fingers’ ends, and in any case it is a matter that ought to be kept private.

626. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— Will the company’s books show (hose particulars?—The stock 
book shows the buying price.

627. Do not the books show the cost of carrying on the concern?—I  believe the balance-sheet will 
show the profit on goods for the year, but I  have nothing to do with the office whatever.

628. B y Mr. DeaJtin.—Is every article entered in your books at its cost price and its selling price ?
In our redemption book we have the selling price and the cost price ; the stock book carries the cost of

the goods to us.
629. B y the Hon. D. Melville.—Do you buy the goods ?—Yes.
630. Do you mark them ?—I either mark them or they are marked by my direction.
631. Do you buy on terms ?—No.
632. Have you a discount on your goods ?—No, we buy on the ordinary montlTs terms, as any 

other merchant does.
633. Do you retain the invoices of your purchases ?—Yes.
634. Will those invoices indicate clearly the cost without any discounts or bounties ?—There are 

no discounts on our goods.
635. Do you mark the goods by a hieroglyphic ? — We mark all goods in hieroglyphics.
636. You can explain that hieroglyphic to the Committee ?—Yes.
637. That represents the selling price, and the invoice represents the purchasing price?—The 

hieroglyphics represent the cost price ; the selling price is printed in green ink—we have everything 
marked up in plain figures.

638. B y the Hon. J . M. Davies.—These books are for 495 coupons, and you call them 500 coupons ?— 
No, wo give goods for 495 coupons, but we have often to give the extra five coupons so that they will 
come out even.

639. B y the Hon. T. Comrie.—You pay cash and get no discount ?— We get the usual monthly 
terms—all merchants have different cash terms for their monthly purchases.

640. By the Hon. D. Melville.—Do you say you have no discount ?—We have the usual 2^ 
discount—I do not mean an exorbitant discount.

641. What is the maximum discount you have on hardware ?— We do not carry hardware.
642. What is it on cutlery ?—2 \  per cent.
643. Is 2 \  per cent, the maximum discount you get ?—There are various discounts ; in buying 

goods from. England some people give 40 per cent., others 50 per cent, while others again only give 2 5 per 
cent., but as far as Melbourne purchases are concerned, they never carry more than 3 per cent.

644. B y the Hon. J. M. Davies.—When you get the 50 per cent, or the 40 per cent, discount, do 
you mark the cost to your company with that discount off?—It is the actual cost to us after deducting the 
discount.

645. B y the Hon. the Chairma/n.—If an article is imported at Is. and there is 50 per cent, discount, 
yon reckon that article at 6d. ?—That is so.

The zvitness zvithdrew.

Francis Longmore, examined.
646. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—A chemist, carrying on business in Bomke-

s treet.
647. B y Mr. Coldham.— llow  long have you been in business ?—Twenty-five years in Melbourne.^
648. Js your business a cash or a credit business ?—Partly cash and partly credit ; the bulk of it 

is credit.
649. Have you had any experience of this coupon system ?—Yes, twelve or fifteen montus.
650. Prior to that time did you give any discount upon cash purchases ?—No.
651. How did you come to take these coupons ?—As an advertising medium.
652. You have* continued taking them up to the present time ? —Yes.
653. What effect have you found the coupons had on your trade ?—I think they tend to make

people pay cash, which is a great advantage.
654. In what way is it an advantage in your business ?—It  saves losses.
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6 5 5 .  C a n  y o u  g i v e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n y  i d e a  a s  t o  w h a t  e l l ' e c t  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m  h a s  h a d  i n  c o n v e r t ­
i n g  y o u r  c r e d i t  b u s i n e s s  i n t o  a  c a s h  b u s i n e s s  ?— W e  h a v e  n o t  h a d  s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  i t  y e t  t o  s a y  t h a t .

6 5 6 .  Y o u  r e c o g n i s e  t h i s  a s  a  t a x  u p o n  y o u r  t a k i n g s ,  w h i c h  y o u  l o o k  u p o n  a s  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  ?—  
T h i s  i s  o n l y  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  t a x a t i o n ,  i f  y o u  l o o k  u p o n  a d v e r t i s i n g  a s  a  t a x .

6 5 7 .  A r c  y o u  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  s y s t e m  ?— Y e s .
6 5 8 .  H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  y o u r  c u s t o m e r s  a s  t o  t h e  c l a s s  o f  g o o d s  t h e y  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  

f r o m  t h e  C o u p o n  C o m p a n y  ?— N o ,  t h e y  h a v e  a l w a y s  s p o k e n  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  g o o d s .
6 5 9 .  H a v e  y o u  h a d  m a n y  c u s t o m e r s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  ?— Y e s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e m .
6 6 0 .  B y  M r . D e a h in .— Y o u  a r c  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  y o u  f r o m  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

s a m e  l i n e  o f  b u s i n e s s ? — N o ,  I  l o o k e d  a t  i t  i n  t h i s  w a y — if  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s ,  y o u  m u s t  a d v e r t i s e ,  
a n d  I  l o o k e d  u p o n  i t  a s  a  w a v  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t r a d e s m a n  m i g h t  s a v e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e ,  

w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  a d v e r t i s e  s o  e x t e n s i v e l y .
6 6 1 .  I f  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r  i n  B o u r k e - s t r e e t  h a d  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m  a l r e a d y ,  w o u l d  t h a t  a f f e c t  i t s  

v a l u e  t o  y o u  ?— I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  s o  v e r y  m u c h .
6 6 2 .  Y o u  d o  n o t  a t t a c h  m u c h  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  i t s  b e i n g  l i m i t e d  t o  y o u r s e l f ? — N o t  s o  v e r y  m u c h .  T o  

a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  I  t h i n k  i t  " w ould  d o  a w a y  w i t h  m y  a d v e r t i s i n g .
6 6 3 .  B y  the H on. D . M e lv i l le . — T h i s  c o u p o n  i s  a  m e r e  b a g a t e l l e  i n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s .  Y o u  a re  

i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  c o u p o n  ?— W e  o f t e n  s e l l  t h i n g s  f o r  O ^ d.  p r o f i t .
6 6 4 .  B >/ the H on. G . G o d jrey . — Y o u  d o  n o t  s e f l  i n f e r i o r  d r u g s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  t a k e  t h e  c o u p o n s ? —

N o .
6 6 5 .  Y o u  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  a r t i c l e s  a s  y o u  p r e v i o u s l y  d i d  b e f o r e  y o u  g a v e  t h e  c o u p o n s  ?

’— Y e s .  Y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  a  c u s t o m e r  w i l l  d e s i r e  c o u p o n s  u n t i l  y o u  h a v e  s e r v e d  h i m .
6 6 6 .  T h e r e  i s  n o  i n f e r i o r i t y  i n  t h e  g o o d s  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  r o o m  t o  k e e p  t w o  c l a s s e s  o f  g o o d s  i n  m y

p l a c e .
6 6 7 .  B y  the H on. J .  M. D a v ie s .— I f  y o u  s o l d  a  2 s .  9 d .  a r t i c l e  a t  a  p r o f i t  o f  ( % ! . ,  a n d  y o u  w e r e  

a s k e d  f o r  c o u p o n s ,  y o u  w o u l d  m a k e  a  l o s s  ?— I  t h i n k  w e  w o u l d  o b j e c t  t o  g i v e  t h e  c o u p o n s  i n  t h a t  c a s e .
6 6 8 .  B a t h e  H on. A . 0 . S a c h se ,— H o w  m a n y  o t h e r  c h e m i s t s  a r e  t h e r e  i n  B o u r k e - s t r e e t  ?— E l e v e n ,  

I  t h i n k .
6 6 9 .  A r e  y o u  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  g i v e s  c o u p o n s  ?— Y e s ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  k n o w .
6 7 0 .  I f  t h e  s y s t e m  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  a d o p t e d  a m o n g  a l l  c h e m i s t s ,  w o u l d  y o u  s t i l l  c a r e  a b o u t  i t ? —

I  t h i n k  n o t .  I  l o o k  u p o n  i t  a s  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  m e d i u m .  I  c o n s i d e r  I  a d v e r t i s e  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h a n  m o s t

o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  o n e  m e a n s  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g .
6 7 1 .  Y o u  w o u l d  d r o p  i t  i f  i t  w e r e  g e n e r a l  ?— I  w o u l d  t r y  a n o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g .
6 7 2 .  B y  the H on. the C h a ir m a n .— H o w  m a n y  c o u p o n s  d o  y o u  i s s u e  i n  a  w e e k  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e ? —  

F r o m  3 0 0  t o  7 0 0 .

T h e  w itn e ss  w ith d re w .

H e n r y  A .  P o u t o n ,  e x a m i n e d .

6 7 3 .  B y  the Hon. the C h a ir m a n .— W h a t  a r e  y o u  ? — A  g r o c e r  a n d  i r o n m o n g e r  c a r r y i n g  o n  b u s i n e s s  

i n  W e l l i n g t o n - s t r e e t ,  C o l l i n g w o o d .
6 7 4 .  B y  M r . C o ld h a m .— H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  i n  b u s i n e s s  ?— T w e n t y - n i n e  y e a r s .  .
6 7 5 .  I s  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  b o t h  c a s h  a n d  c r e d i t ? — Y e s .
6 7 6 .  H a v e  y o u  t a k e n  t h e  c o u p o n s  o f  t h i s  c o m p a n y  ?— ' Y e s ,  f o r  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  t w e l v e  m o n t h s ,  I

t h i n k ,  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  in  C o l l i n g w o o d .
6 7 7 .  H o w  d i d  y o u  c o m e  t o  t a k e  t h e m  ?— T h e  s y s t e m  w a s  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  m y  n o t i c e .
6 7 8 .  W e r e  t h r e a t s  o f  a n y  k i n d  u s e d  ?— C e r t a i n l y  n o t .
6 7 9 .  Y o u  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t a k i n g  t h e m  e v e r  s i n c e  ?— Y e s .
6 8 0 .  I I o w  m a n y  c o u p o n s  d o  y o u  u s e  i n  a  w e e k  ?— B e t w e e n  3 , 0 0 0  a n d  4 , 0 0 0 — s o m e t i m e s  i t  g o e s  

o v e r  t h e  4 , 0 0 0 .
6 8 1 .  D o  y o u  g i v e  y o u r  c o u p o n s  t o  b o t h  c a s h  a n d  c r e d i t  c u s t o m e r s ? — N o .
6 8 2 .  D o  y o u  g i v e  c r e d i t  c u s t o m e r s  c o u p o n s  i f  t h e y  p a y  w i t h i n  a  w e e k ? — I f  a  m a n  g i v e s  m e a n  

o r d e r  I  s e n d  t h e  g o o d s  t o  h i s  p l a c e ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  c o u p o n s ,  a n d  i f  t h e  m o n e y  i s  p a i d  o n  d e l i v e r y ,  t h e  c o u p o n s  

a r c  g i v e n .
6 8 3 .  D o  y o u  f in d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d e m a n d  a m o n g  y o u r  c a s h  c u s t o m e r s  f o r  t h e  c o u p o n s ? — l e s ,

d e c i d e d l y .  T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e m  a s k  f o r  t h e m .
6 8 4 .  D o  y o n  o f f e r  t h e m  t o  e v e r y b o d y  ?— G e n e r a l l y  "we a s k  i f  t h e y  c o l l e c t  t h e m ,  a n d  w e  g e n e r a l l y  

f i n d  t h a t  t h e y  d o .
6 8 5 .  W ' h a t  e f f e c t  h a s  t h e  s y s t e m  h a d  u p o n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  a s  a  w h o l e  ?-— I t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c a s h  

t r a d e  a n d  d e c r e a s e d  t h e  c r e d i t  t r a d e .
6 8 6 .  H a s  i t  i n c r e a s e d  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  o n  t h e  w h o l e  ?— Y e s .
6 8 7 .  H a v e  y o u  a n y  i d e a  w h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n c r e a s e  o f  y o u r  c a s h  b m - i n e s s  h a s  b e e n  ?— I c o u l d  

n o t  s a y  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  i n t o  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  i t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i t .
6 8 8 .  Y o u  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t - t h i s  p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  C o u p o n  C o m p a n y  i s  s o  m u c h  o u t  o f  y o u r  p o c k e t ;  

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t ,  a r e  y o u  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  ?— P e r f e c t l y .  I  e x p e c t  a  d i s c o u n t  o n  c a s h  
p u r c h a s e s  m y s e l f ,  a n d  1  a m  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  a  d i s c o u n t  t o  m y  c u s t o m e r s  f o r  c a s h  p u r c h a s e s .  A s  f a r  a s  
I c a n  s e e ,  t h e  c o u p o n  i s  t h e  s i m p l e s t  w a y  o f  g i v i n g  d i s c o u n t  o n  s m a l l  s u m s ,  a n d  i s  f a r  m o r e  v a l u e d  b y  t h e  

c u s t o m e r  t h a n  a  c a s h  d i s c o u n t  w o u l d  b e .
6 8 9 .  H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  c u s t o m e r s  a s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  g o o d s  t h e y  l m \ c  

o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s y s t e m  ?— N o .  A  l a d y  t o l d  m e  a  f o r t n i g h t  a g o  t h a t  s h e  g o t  a  p a i r  o f  v a s e s  f o r  5 5 0  
c o u p o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  a  p a i r  t h a t  s h e  h a d  s e e n  m a r k e d  u p  i n  a n o t h e r  s h o p  a t  2 5 s . ,  s h o w i n g  t h a t  s h e  w a s  m o r e  

t h a n  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w h a t  s h e  h a d  g o t .
6 9 0 .  H a v e  y o u  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  y o u r  g o o d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h i s  

p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  C o u p o n  C o m p a n y  ?— C e r t a i n l y  n o t  ; I w o u l d  n o t  d r e a m  o f  i t  l o r  t h e  3  p e r  c e n t ,  

d i s c o u n t .
6 9 1 .  H a v e  y o u  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  w a g e s  o f  y o u r  e m p l o y e s  ? — N o .



udontedthe eystem irnJp1 hf e°G Vya^?S ^ om’ einployes, and the tradesman next door who had not 
P 69 A T  r  0 MfplT s the same wages, your employes would leave von ? -Y es .

«qV TV 1 i /  inferior goods you would soon be without customers ? —Y e s .

advertis nt'does bHno- ^  y1° U, t0°k C0 Ul30ns ?- Not much, but I notice that the company’s
iised in the books ’ PC°pI° h a V 6  told me they h»ve come through seeing the names adver-

various neonlo bwmnnl!0 -V °f C-T *  iu. wlilic1;.monopolies are granted by wholesale houses or importers to
Wclsbuch I nrnor ?X!°U " ’II PavtfIcnlar line‘s, of Soods ? ~ 1 ^uow one firm that has a monopoly in theW e1 s b a c h b t une is. I ho hove the cost to make those burners is 2 s. 10?, d., and I  think I paid 20s. for mine.

cn J l  •' •/  4  f e a k l n '— \ l o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  i n  W e l l i n g t o n - s t r e o t  ?— F i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  a n d  a b o u t
t h e  s a m e  t i n i c  m  P e e l - s t r o e t ,  w i t h i n  2 5 0  y a r d s  o f  m y  p r e s e n t  p l a c e .

roo ^ V0 y° U th° ?nlA Srocer in Wellington-street who gives these coupons ?—I do not know, 
roo ave you only the one place of business ?— I have a branch in St. George’s-road, Fifzroy. 
699. lJo you give coupons at both places ?—Yes. '
vm ' w " n ° T  haV° y°U had ,IlG 1,,n,.lch at S t- Deorge’s-road ? - I  think about five or six months.

Would the coupons be a determining factor in your opening in St. George’s-road ?—I am not 
quite sure whether that would have decided me altogether. I intended from the first to get them

702 Do any of the other grocers in St. George’s-road take them ?—I do not know. I know they
could have had them if they had wanted them.

703. Did they not refuse to take them ?—I do not know.
704. Have you not altered your prices since you gave coupons ?—Not in any line.
705. Are there never any alterations in prices in your business ?—I have not altered prices in con­

sequence of the coupons. Of course butter may be 6 d. a pound one week and Is. the next.
T h e  w i t n e s s  w i t h d r e w .

J a m e s  B a l l a n t i n e ,  e x a m i n e d .

/ 0 6 .  By the Hon. the Chairman. W h a t  a r e  y o u  ?— I t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  C o u p o n  C o m p a n y .
7 0 7 .  B y Mr. Coldham. H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  i n  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  ?— S i n c e  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 8 .
7 0 8 .  Y o u  h a d  y o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  f r o m  M r .  T h o m a s  ?— Y e s .

t ^  "  e i e  I h o s o  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  J o  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  f a s h i o n  i n  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  t o  c o n d u c t
i t  ?— I  w a s  t o  a p p r o a c h  s h o p k e e p e r s  in  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  p u t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  b e f o r e  
t h e m ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  i n d u c e  t h e m  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  s y s t e m ,  b u t  t o  b e  a l w a y s  p o l i t e  a n d  c o u r t e o u s  i n  d o i n c  
s o .  °

7 1 0 .  H a d  y o u  a n y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  w h i c h  m e n  y o u  s h o u l d  a p p r o a c h  in  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  b u s i n e s s  ?—  
w a s  t o  u s e  m y  o w n  j u d g m e n t  a n d  t o  p i c k  t h e  m e n  I  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  to  p i c k  c e r t a i n  t r a d e s m e n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s ,  g r o c e r s ,  b u t c h e r s ,  b o o t  a n d  s h o e  d e a l e r s ,  a n d  
s o  o n .

7 1 - .  D i d  y o u  d o  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  y o u  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d o  b y  M r .  T h o m a s  i n  c a n v a s s i n g  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ? — N o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r .  °

7 1 2 .  D i d  y o u  u s e  a n y  t h r e a t s  o f  a n y  k i n d  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  w h o m  y o u  p r o p o s e d  t o  d o  
b u s i n e s s  ?— N e v e r  i n  o n e  i n s t a n c e .

7 1 3 .  W h e n  M r .  S c o t t  c a m e  h e r e  d i d  y o u  r e c e i v e  a n y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m  h i m  a s  t o  y o u r  m e t h o d  o f  
p i o c e d u i e ?  I  w a s  j u s t  t o  c a l l  o n  o u r  m e m b e r s ,  t o  l o o k  t h e m  u p ,  a n d  s e e  h o w  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g — t o  
s e e  if t h e y  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  o r  h a d  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  t o  m a k e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t o  g e t  n e w  m e m b e r s  w h e r e  
t h e y  w e r e  r e q u i r e d .

7 1 4 .  W a s  i t  p a r t  o f  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  t o  g o  r o u n d  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  m e m o e r s  a n d  m a k e  i n q u i r i e s  a s  t o  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  ?— Y e s .

7 1 5 .  I s  t h a t  s t i l l  p a r t  o f  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  ?— Y e s ,  I  d o ' i t  p e r i o d i c a l l y .
7 1 6 .  H a v e  y o u  lu id  c o m p l a i n t s  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  w h e r e  m e n  h a v e  g i v e n  u p  t h e  s y s t e m  a f t e r  h a v i n g  

a d o p t e d  i t ? — Y e s ,  p e r h a p s  a b o u t  5 0  h a v e  d r o p p e d  it.
7 1 7 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  c o m i n g  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  r e t a i l e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  h a v e  y o u  c o m e  i n  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c — t h e  c u s t o m e r s  o f  t h e  t r a d e s m e n  ?— Y e s ,  I  h a v e  m e t  t h e m .
7 1 8 .  H a v e  y o u  h e a r d  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  ?— N o .
7  19.  I n  y o u r  c a n v a s s i n g ,  y o u  w o u l d  n o t  t a k e  “  N o  ”  f o r  a n  a n s w e r  ?— N o ,  I  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  c a l l  a  

s e c o n d  l i m e  i f  I  t h o u g h t  ( h e r e  w a s  a n y  c h a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  a  c u s t o m e r .  I  h a v e  c a l l e d  a s  m a n y  a s  f i v e  o r  s i x  
or e v e n  t e n  t i m e s .

7 2 0 .  B e t w e e n  t h o s e  v i s i t s  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  o f f e r i n g  t h e  s y s t e m  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  
th e  s a m e  s t r e e t ? — Y e s ,  f r e q u e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

7 2 1 .  B y the Hon. T. C. IId.rwood.— D o  y o u  a s  a  r u l e  s e l e c t  o n e  p e r s o n  i n  a  s t r e e t ,  or  d o  y o u  g e t  a s  
m a n y  a s  y o u  c a n  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  n e a r n e s s  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  ?— I t  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t —  
w e  m i g h t  t a k e  o n e  or  a  d o z e n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  s t a n d i n g  r u le .

7 2 2 .  Y o u  t a k e  a s  m a n y  a s  y o u  c a n  g e t  i n  a  s t r e e t  ? — N o .
7 2 3 .  Y o u  m a k e  a  s e l e c t i o n  ?— T o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  ; w e  m i g h t  t a k e  t w o  o u t  o f  f o u r  t r a d e s m e n  i n  a

s t r e e t .
7 2 4 .  W l i a t  d i s t a n c e  d o  y o u  k e e p  t h e m  a p a r t  ?— T h e r e  i s  n o  s t a n d a r d  r u l e ,  w e  t r y  a n d  g e t  t h e m  n o t  

t o o  c l o s e  to  e a c h  o t h e r .
7 2 5 .  D o  y o u  h o l d  i t  o u t  a s  a n  i n d u c e m e n t  t h a t  n o  o n e  e l s e  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e m  w i t h i n  a  c e r t a i n

d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a d e s m a n  ? — - A s  a  r u l e ,  a  m a n  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  h e  s u p p o s e s  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e
s u r r o u n d e d  o n  a l l  s i d e s  w i t h  t r a d e s m e n  in  t h e  s a m e  l i n e  o f  b u s i n e s s  a s  h i m s e l f  a l s o  g i v i n g  c o u p o n s ,  a n d  I  
m a k e  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  h i m  a s  to  t h a t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  m a n a g e r ’s  a p p r o v a l .

7 2 6 .  Y o u  f in d  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  t a k e  y o u r  c o u p o n s  d o  n o t  w a n t  t h e i r  n e x t  d o o r  n e i g h b o u r  t o  h a v e  

t h e m  t o o  ?— Y e s .
7 2 7 .  By die Hon. D . Melville. —  W h e r e  d o  y o u  t r a v e l ? — I n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s u b u r b s  o f  M e l b o u r n e .
7 2 8 .  W h a t  k i n d s  o f  a r g u m e n t s  d o  t h e  p e o p l e  u s e  u p o n  w h o m  y o u  c a l l  f i v e  o r  s i x  t i m e s  ?— A  m a n

m io - h t  s a v  t h e  i d e a  w a s  i m w  t o  h i m ,  a n d  h e  w a n t s  t o  t h i n k  i t  o v e r .  P e r h a p s  in  a  m o n t h ’s  t i m e  I  m a y  c a l l  
o n  h i m  a o -a in  a n d  t h e n  l i e  w i l l  s a y — ” I  h a v e  n o t  t h o u g h t  m u c h  a b o u t  i t ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  to  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  
t o  t h i n k  o v e r  i t , ”  a n d  h e  w i l l  p u t  m e  o f f  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  i n  t h a t  w a y .
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7 2 9 .  W h a t  a r g u m e n t s  d o  y o u  u s e  ?— I  e x p l a i n  t h a t  i t  i s  a  g o o d  a d v e r t i s i n g  m e d i u m ,  h i s  n a m e  
a p p e a r s  in  t h e  d i r e c t o r y ,  a n d  w e  b r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  h i m  b y  a d v e r t i s i n g  in  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  w a y .

7 3 0 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  ?— T h e  c o u p o n  b o o k s .
7 3 1 .  W h a t  a d v a n t a g e  d o e s  a  m a n  g e t  u n d e r  t h i s  s y s t e m  ?— I  e x p l a i n  t h e  s y s t e m  t o  h i m  a n d  t e l l  h i m  

t h a t  w e  s e l l  t h e  c o u p o n s  a t  2 s .  6 d .  p e r  1 0 0 ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  c o u p o n s  i s  g i v e n  f o r  e v e r y  6 d .  o f  c a s h  
p u r c h a s e .  T h e  g r e a t  p o i n t  i s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c a s l i  t r a d e ,  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  b o o k i n g  a n d  w i t h  b a d  d e b t s ,  a n d  
t o  s a v e  t i m e  i n  r u n n i n g  r o u n d  a f t e r  p e o p l e  w h o  o w e  h i m  m o n e y ,  i t  s a v e s  l e g a l  e x p e n s e s  a l s o ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  

r e d u c e s  h i s  e x p e n s e s  g e n e r a l l y .
7 3 2 .  S u p p o s e  h e  s a y s  t h a t  h i s  p r o f i t s  a r e  s o  s m a l l  t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  a  n e w  t a x ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  

s a y  ? — I  a s k  h i m  w h a t  h e  r e c k o n s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  w i l l  b e ,  h e  m a y  s a y  i t  i s  5  p e r  c e n t . ,  a n d  I  t h e n  p o i n t  o u t  

t h a t  i t  a m o u n t s  t o  o n l v  3  p e r  c e n t ,  o r  3-^ p e r  c e n t ,  o n  h i s  t u r n o v e r .
7 3 3 .  S u p p o s i n g  h e  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  t h e  c o u p o n s  w i l l  y o u  t h e n  g i v e  t h e m  t o  a n  o p p o n e n t  ?— I f  o n e  m a n  

w i l l  n o t  t a k e '  t h e m  a n d  a n o t h e r  w i l l  I  l e t  h i m  h a v e  t h e m .
7 3 4 .  B y the Hon. the Chairman.— T h e  m o r e  c o u p o n s  y o u r  c o m p a n v  s e l l  t h e  m o r e  p r o f i t  t h e y  m a k e  ?

— Y e s .
735. Then you have no objection to issue coupons to every storekeeper in a street ?—If we did 

that our members would not take them.
7 3 6 .  W h y  not .  ?— T h e y  r e c k o n  t h a t  i t  i s  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  i f  e v e r y b o d y  h a d  

t h e m  t h e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s o  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e m .

The witness withdrew.

R o b e r t  G r e g g ,  e x a m i n e d .

7 3 7 .  B y the Hon, the Chairman.— W h a t  a r e  y o u  ?— A  d r a p e r ,  c a r r y i n g  o n  b u s i n e s s  i n  R i c h m o n d .
738. B y Mr. C o ld h a m .— You are a member o f  the firm o f  Gregg and Davidson ?— Yes.
7 3 9 .  H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  o n  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  B r i d g e - r o a d  ? — A b o u t  s e v e n  y e a r s .

740. Is your business both a cash and credit one ?—Yes.
7 4 1 .  H a s  i t  a l w a y s  b e e n  s o  ? — Y e s .
7 4 2 .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m ,  w e r e  y o u  in  t h e  h a b i t ,  o f  g i v i n g  a n y  d i s c o u n t  

t o  c a s h  c u s t o m e r s  ?— N o .
7 4 3 .  I  b e l i e v e  y o u  h a v e  a d o p t e d  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m ,  a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h i s  C o - o p e r a t i v e  C o u p o n  

C o m p a n y  ?— Y e s  ; p e r h a p s  f o r  a b o u t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s .
7 4 4 .  H o w  m a n y  c o u p o n s  d o  y o u  g e t  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y * p e r  w e e k  ?— I  s u p p o s e  w e  w o u l d  u s e  a b o u t  

3 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  w e e k — b e t w e e n  2 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  3 0 , 0 0 0 .
7 4 5 .  D o  v o u  d i s t r i b u t e  a l l  t h o s e  c o u p o n s  t o  a l l  y o u r  c u s t o m e r s  ? — I  l i e  c a s h  c u s t o m e r s .

7 4 6 .  I s  t h a t  f o r  s p o t  c a s h  o n l y  ?— Y e s .
747. Have you found since you introduced this system that there has been any difference in your 

business ?—Yes; the cash takings arc considerably more. I think it has increased the trade fully 50 per 
cent. ; for every £ 1 0 0  I  was taking before, I am now taking £ l  50.

7 4 8 .  H a s  t h e  c r e d i t  b u s i n e s s  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d e c r e a s e d  ?— I  n o t i c e  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  c u s t o m e r s  to  
w h o m  I  u s e d  t o  g i v e  c r e d i t  n o w  p r e f e r  t o  p a y  c a s h ,  a n d  t a k e  t h e  c o u p o n s .  1 h e  c r e d i t  b u s i n e s s  h a s  

d e c r e a s e d .  I  c a n  s e e  i t  c o m i n g  d o w n  e v e r y  d a y .
7 4 9 .  W a s  i t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f r e e  w i l l  t h a t  t h e y  l e f t  o f f  g e t t i n g  c r e d i t  a n d  t o o k  t h e  c o u p o n s  ? Y e s ;  

t h e y  h a v e  a d o p t e d  i t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f r e e  w i l l .
7 5 0 .  B u y i n g  t h e  c o u p o n s  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y  m e a n s  m o n e y  o u t  o f  y o u r  p o c k e t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  

— d o  y o u  c o n s i d e r  y o u  h a v e  a  s u f f i c i e n t  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  m o n e y  s o  e x p e n d e d ? — Y e s  ; i f  I  d i d  n o t  I w o u l d  

n o t  k e e p  t h e m .
7 5 1 .  I n  w h a t  w a y  d o  y o u  g e t  t h e  m o n e y  b a c k  ?— I t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  m y  t u r n o v e r .
7 5 2 .  H a s  i t  m a d e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  in  y o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g ?  —  Y^es,  I  t h i n k  i t  h a s  l e s s e n e d  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g .

753. Y”ou still advertise ?— Y es.
7 5 4 .  I n  y o u r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  y o u  m a k e  a  p o i n t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  d i s t r i b u t e  c o u p o n s  f o r  c a s h  

t r a d e  ? — Y Y s ,  I w a n t  t o  l e t  t h e  p e o p l e  k n o w  i t .
7 5 5 .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ,  t o  m e e t  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  y o u  h a v e  r e d u c e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  t h e  g o o d s  y o u  s u p p l y ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y  t r u t h  i n  t h a t  ? — N o .
7 5 6 .  H a v e  y o u  m a d e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  w a g e s  o f  y o u r  e m p l o y e s  s i n c e  y o u  f o u n d  y o u r  c a s h

b u s i n e s s  i n c r e a s i n g  ?— Y e s ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a d v a n c e  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s .
7 5 7 .  T o  w h a t  d o  y o u  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  ?— T o  t h e  c o u p o n s .  I  a m  s u r e

t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  c o u p o n s  t h a t  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  m y  t r a d e .
7 5 8 .  Y o n  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t o  i n c r e a s e  y o u r  t r a d e  m e a n s  t o  d e c r e a s e  s o m e o n e  c l s e ’s  ?— Y e s .
7 5 9 .  I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  i l l e g i t i m a t e  in  t h a t ?  —  C e r t a i n l y  n o t ,  w e  a r e  a l l  t r y i n g  t o  c u t  e a c h  o t h c i  s

t h r o a t s .
7 6 0 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m  i s  e q u i v a l e n t ,  p o u n d  f o r  p o u n d ,  t o  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  in  

t h e  l e a d i n g  j o u r n a l s  ?— Y 'e s ,  I  c o n s i d e r  i t  m u c h  b e t t e r .
7 6 1 .  B y Mr. Dcahin.— Y 'o u  h a v e  t r i e d  t h i s  s y s t e m  f o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  ?— Y e s .
7 6 2 .  A n d  s i n c e  t h e n  y o u  h a v e  r a i s e d  y o u r  a s s i s t a n t s ’ s a l a r i e s  ?— Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  f i v e  o r  s i x  o f  t h e m .
763". H a v e  y o u  b e e n  in  t h e  h a b i t  o f  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  ? — 1 h a v e  n o t  d o n e  i t  t o  a n y  e x t e n t  fo i

the last twelve months.
761. T l .  1 s p r in g  ! im ° is y o u r  b u sy  t im e  as a ru le  ?— Y’es.
7 6 5 .  W h e n  y o u  c o m p a r e  y o u r  t a k i n g s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  d o  y o u  c o m p a r e  t h e m  w i t i  

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  o r  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  s p r i n g  ?— I  c o m p a r e  S e p t e m b e r  w i t h  t h e  m o n t h  b c f o i e .

7 6 6 .  I s  n o t  S e p t e m b e r  a l w a y s  a  b e t t e r  m o n t h  t h a n  A u g u s t ? — Y Y s .
7 6 7 .  W o u l d  n o t  t h a t  a c c o u n t  f o r  p a r t  o f  y o u r  i n c r e a s e ? — Y’e s ,  f o r  p a r t  o f  i t  ; n o t  f o r  t h e  w h o l e .  ^
7 6 8 .  W h e n  y o u  g e t  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  y o u  a l l o w  y o u r  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  s h a r e  i n  i t ?  Y e s ,  i f  I  g i v e  

t h e m  a  s m a l l  a d v a n c e  t h e y  t a k e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  T h e  m o r e  I  p a y  t h e m  t h e  h a r d e i  t h e y  w o i  <■
7 6 9 .  Y’ o u  t h i n k  t h e  c o u p o n s  h a v e  h e l p e d  y o u  t o  g i v e  t h e m  t h a t  a d v a n c e  ? I  a m  s u r e  o f  i t .

7 7 0 .  I t  h a s  m e r c a - m d  y o u r  t r a d e  ?— Y e s .  # .
, . Of 7 7 1 .  A r e  y o u  t h e  o i d y  m a n  i n  t h e  B r i d g e - r o a d  w h o  g i v e s  c o u p o n s  ? I  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e i  i t t  e  P <l®e 

d o w n  b e l o w ,  1 u t  h e  d o c s  n o t  a f f e c t  m e  a t  a l l .  T h e r e  i s  o n e  o t h e r  d r a p e r ,  a n d  t h e r e  m a y  b e  t w o ,  v  o  a  e  

c o u p o n s .
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Ill' 5 °  y°U r6ly. °uly 011 the c o u p o n s  t o  d r a w  t r a d e  ?— N o ,  I a d v e r t i s e  a s  w e l l .
l " °  y 10U o d e r  a-n y s p e c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  t o  y o u r  c u s t o m e r s ? — Y e s ,  w e  a l w a y s  o f f e r  s p e c i a l  

a d v a n t a g e s .  . W e  h a v e  s p e c i a l  l i n e s .

7 7 4 .  D o  y o u  n o t  g i v e  i n d u c e m e n t s  t o  p e o p l e  to  c o m e  t o  y o u  f r o m  a  d i s t a n c e  ?— Y e s ,  a n y  c u s t o m e r  
s p e n d i n g  o s .  g e t s  h e r  r e t u r n  r a i l w a y  f a r e .

7 7 5 .  I n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t ,  y o u  a d o p t  a n y  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  y o u  c a n  a t t r a c t  t r a d e  ?— Y e s .

• 1 V t Y i0U h a v e  g 0 t  i n c r e a s e d  c u s t o m  y o u  s a y ,  b u t  a r e  y o u  a b l e  t o  t r a c e  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h a t  c u s t o m  i s
d e r i v e d  . — I t  k e e p s  a  l o t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  in  m y  o w n  s u b u r b  f r o m  g o i n g  e l s e w h e r e ,  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  c i t y ,  o r  
i n t o  b i g  p l a c e s .  J

777. P e o p l e  i n  y o u r  o w n  s u b u r b  d o  n o t  g e t  a  r a i l w a y  f a r e  ?— N o .

7 7 8 .  B y  the H on . J .  M . D a v ie s .— D o  y o u  g i v e  c o u p o n s  t o  a l l  y o u r  c a s h  c u s t o m e r s ,  o r  o n l y  t o  t h o s e
w h o  a s k  ?— I  a s k  t h e m  a l l  i f  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  c o u p o n s .

7 7 9 .  D o  t h e y  a l l  t a k e  t h e m  ?— Y e s .

7 8 0 .  P h e  i s s u e  o f  a b o u t  3 0 , 0 0 0  c o u p o n s  a  w e e k  m e a n s  a  t u r n o v e r  o f  n e a r l y  £ 1 , 0 0 0  ?— S o m e  w e e k s
I  d o  £ 1 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  t r a d e  i n  c a s h  ; b u t  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e  i t  i s  b e t w e e n  £ 7 5 0  a n d  £ 1 , 0 0 0 .  I n  t h e  g o o d
m o n t h s  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  t h e  m o n t h  w i l l  b e  £ 1 , 0 0 0  o r  o v e r .

7 8 1 .  B y  the H on. T. C om vie .— Y o u  n e v e r  g a v e  a n y  d i s c o u n t  f o r  c a s h  b e f o r e  v o u  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e
c o u p o n  s y s t e m  ?— N o .

7 8 2 .  I f  y o u  w e r e  p a i d  a n  a c c o u n t  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  w o u l d  y o u  n o t  a l l o w  a n y  d i s c o u n t  ?— N o  ; t h e r e  
w e r e  a f e w  d r e s s m a k e r s  t h a t  1  u s e d  t o  a l l o w  d i s c o u n t  t o ,  b u t  s i n c e  I  h a v e  t a k e n  u p  t h e  c o u p o n s  I  h a v e  
s t o p p e d  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o l l e c t  t h e  c o u p o n s .

7 8 3 .  B y  the H on. A .  O. S a c h s e .— D i d  y o u  t a k e  u p  t h i s  s y s t e m  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  c a s h ? — T o  i n c r e a s e  
m y  t r a d e .

7 8 4 .  H o w  w o u l d  i t  i n c r e a s e  y o u r  t r a d e  ?— 1  f o u n d  t h e  t r a d e  w a s  f a l l i n g  a w a y .  B a l l  a n d  W e l c h  
h a d  o p e n e d  a  b i g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  o w n  s u b u r b s  t o  g o  t h e r e .

7 8 5 .  D o  t h o s e  b i g  f i r m s  g i v e  c o u p o n s  ?— N o ,  t h e y  d o  n o t .
7 8 6 .  T h e n  h o w  d i d  t h e y  a t t r a c t  y o u r  b u s i n e s s ?  —  I n  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  w i l l  g i v e  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  o r  

t w o  y e a r s ’ c r e d i t ,  a n d  I  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  d o  t h a t .

7 8 7 .  D o  y o u  v a l u e  t h e  c o u p o n s  a s  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ? — I  d o  i f  t h e y  b r i n g  m e  e x t r a  t r a d e .
7 8 8 .  D o e s  i t  b r i n g  y o u  e x t r a  t r a d e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  ?— I t  i s  a  b i g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t .
7 8 9 .  W i t h i n  w h a t  t i m e  d i d  i t  b r i n g  y o u  a n  i n c r e a s e  in  t r a d e  ?— I  n o t i c e d  i t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h .
7 9 0 .  W h e r e  d o e s  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  c o m e  i n — y o u  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  b o o k  ?— N o ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  k n o w  

I  g i v e  c o u p o n s  a w a y  a l t h o u g h  I  a m  n o t  i n  t h a t  b o o k .  I f  a  l a d y  g e t s  a  d r e s s  f r o m  m e ,  a n d  g e t s  c o u p o n s ,  
s h e  w i l l  t e l l  h e r  f r i e n d s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  g e t  c o u p o n s  a t  m y  s h o p ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  m e .

7 9 1 .  Y o u  a r e  a l l  e n g a g e d  i n  a n  o r d i n a r y  b u s i n e s s  c o m p e t i t i o n  ?— Y e s ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  o n e  a g a i n s t  t h e
o t h e r .

7 9 2 .  T h i s  c o u p o n  s y s t e m  g i v e s  y o u  a  s u p e r i o r  w e a p o n  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  ? — N o ,  b e c a u s e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  
s u b u r b s  h a v e  t h e m  a s  w e l l  a s  I .

7 9 3 .  D o e s  y o u r  c o m p e t i t o r  i n  t h e  s a m e  s t r e e t  s e l l  t h e  s a m e  g o o d s  a s  y o u  d o  ?— H e  d o e s  n o t  s e l l  a s  
m u c h  a s  I  d o .

7 9 4 .  Y o u  a p p r o v e  o f  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m  ?— I  d o — i t  h a s  d o n e  m e  g o o d ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  l i k e  i t .
7 9 5 .  I f  e v e r y  d r a p e r  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  h a d  c o u p o n s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w o u l d  i t  s t i l l  b e  a  g o o d  t h i n g ? — I t  

w o u l d  b e  a  g o o d  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .
7 9 6 .  Y o u  w o u l d  n o t  c a r e  f o r  e v e r y  d r a p e r  t o  h a v e  t h e m  ?— N o ,  I  w o u l d  n o t  l i k e  a n y  o n e  t o  h a v e  

t h e m  e x c e p t  m y s e l f .
7 9 7 .  B y  the H on. G. G o d fr e y . — A r e  y o u r  c u s t o m e r s  p r i n c i p a l l y  o f  t h e  a r t i s a n  c l a s s ? — Y e s .
7 9 8 .  D o e s  t h i s  c o u p o n  s y s t e m  e n c o u r a g e  t h r i f t  ?— I t  e n c o u r a g e s  t h r i f t  a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c —  

t h e y  a l l  c o l l e c t  t h e m ,  a n d  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e m .
7 9 9 .  A n d  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  a  c a s h  s y s t e m  i n s t e a d  o f  a  c r e d i t  s y s t e m  ?— Y e s ,  I  a m  s u r e  o f  i t .
8 0 0 .  B y the H on . D . M e lv i l le .— H a v e  y o u  n o t  f o u n d  t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  g o o d  t i m e s  

n o w  ? — N o ,  I  t h i n k  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  g o o d  t i m e s  l a t e l y — I  a m  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  

c o u p o n s  t h a t  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  m y  t r a d e .
8 0 1 .  H o w  m a n y  c o u p o n s  h a v e  y o u  d i s t r i b u t e d  a l t o g e t h e r ? — U p  t o  d a l e  I  h a v e  g o t  t h r o u g h  £ 1 1 2  

w o r t h  o f  c o u p o n s .
8 0 2 .  D o  y o u  k e e p  t r a v e l l e r s  ?— N o .
8 0 3 .  B y  the H on . A .  0 .  S a c h s e . — D i d  y o u  s u f f e r  m u c h  f r o m  b a d  d e b t s  b e f o r e  y o u  a d o p t e d  t h e  

c o u p o n  s y s t e m  ?— T h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  w a n t  a t  a l l ; t h e y  w o u l d  s t i c k  o n  t h e  b o o k s  f o r  t w e l v e  

m o n t h s ,  w h e r e a s  n o w  1 h a v e  o n  m y  b o o k s  o n l y  a b o u t  £ 3 0 0 .
8 0 4 .  W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e ? — T h o s e  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s ;  

i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  g o o d s  b o o k e d  t h e y  a r e  p a y i n g  c a s h  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e  c o u p o n s .  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  

e v e n t u a l l y  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  r id  o f  t h e  b o o k  d e b t s  a l t o g e t h e r .
8 0 5 .  D i d  y o u  e v e r  f o r m  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  w h a t  y o u  l o s t  i n  b a d  d e b t s  ?— N o .
8 0 6 .  W o u l d  i t  b e  5  p e r  c e n t .  ?— N o ,  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  s o  ; i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  2  p e r  c e n t ,  o n  m y  t u r n o v e i .
8 0 7 .  B y  the H on . the C h a irm a n .— Y o u  s a y  t h e r e  i s  a  l i t t l e  s h o p  i n  t h e  s a m e  r o a d  t h a t  i s s u e s  c o u p o n s  ; 

w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  i f  t h a t  p l a c e  h a d  t h e  c o u p o n s  a n d  y o u  h a d  n o t  ?— I  w o u l d  s a y  i t  s e r v e d  m e  r i g h t  fo r  

n o t  t a k i n g  t h e m  b e f o r e .
8 0 8 .  W o u l d  t h a t  s h o p  c u t  i n t o  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  t h e n  ? —  N o  d o u b t .
8 0 9 .  B y  the H on. A .  0 .  S a c h s e . — T h e  c o s t  o f  t h e s e  c o u p o n s  c o m e s  t o  a b o u t  3  p e r  c e n t ,  o n  m e  

t u r n o v e r ? — Y e s ,  i t  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  I  a s k  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  t a k e  t h e m .
8 1 0 .  A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  t a k e  t h e m ,  w h i c h  b r i n g s  i t  d o w n  t o  3  p e r  c e n t .  . I t  c o s t s  m e  m o i e  

t h a n  t h a t  ; i t  m i g h t  c o s t  m e  4 ^  p e r  c e n t ,  o r  5  p e r  c e n t .
8 1 1 .  Y o u r  b a d  d e b t s  c o s t  y o u  a b o u t  2  p e r  c e n t .  ?— Y e s .
8 1 2  S o  y o u  l o s e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  ? — N o ,  b e c a u s e  I  i n c r e a s e  m y  t r a d e .
8 1 3 * B y  the H on. D . M e lv i l le .— D o  y o u  n o t  d o  s o m e  s e n s a t i o n a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  ?— 1 e s ,  1 h a v e  a l w a y s  

d o n e  a  l o t  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g .  A t  o n e  t i m e  I  u s e d  t o  a d v e r t i s e  m o r e  t h a n  I d o  n o w .



Alfred Horsley, examined.
814. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A draper, carrying on business in Bourlce-slreet.
81 5. B y Mr. Coldhnm.— What experience have you had as a draper ?—About twenty years.
816. Is your business both a cash and a credit business ?—It  is largely cash, and has always been

so.
817. To encourage cash trading would not make much difference to your business then ?—Yes, it 

brings us a better class of family trade ; ladies buy larger parcels than they would do if they did not 
receive coupons.

818. Does it benefit your cash business in any other way ?—No.
819. How long have you been using these coupons ?— Fifteen months.
820. What number do you issue each week ?— About 4 ,0 0 0 .
821. It is suggested that this is a system of monopoly. From your experience as a draper, do you 

know that other monopolies of various kinds exist in the trade?— Yes, we very often buy lines that we 
get confined to us exclusively by the wholesale trade.

822. If  you went to a leading firm to buy a particular line, they would sell it to you with the 
condition that they would not supply that line to any one else in the same street ?— Yes.

823. Is there anything unfair in that ?—No.
824. Is that the universal practice ?—Yes.
825. That is merely a means of advertising the particular house that has those goods in this street. 

IIow does it affect rival traders ?— It prevents the price of that line being cut more than anything else.
826. Do you know of any other system tending in a similar direction, where special conditions arc 

given ?—No.
827. You have had fifteen months’ experience of these coupons. What has the actual effect been 

on your trade ?— It has helped to increase the turnover.
828. On which side cf the business has that increase in the turnover happened ?—On the cash side.
829. Has it affected the credit business at all ?— No, it has remained about stationary. All the 

increase has been in the cash business.
830. Have you been able to form any conclusion as to what it costs you upon the turnover?—Abou 

1 per cent.
831. Do you give coupons to all your cash purchasers ?—No, we confine it to those who ask for them.
832. If  you issued coupons to everybody it would mean 5 per cent, on the turnover. How do you 

reduce it to 1 per cent. ?—By the quantity of goods wc sell without giving the coupons.
833. Do you advertise in the shop that you issue coupons?—We have notices in the window.
833a. Have you made any difference in your system of advertising ?— We have reduced the cost of

advertising in the daily papers.
834. Have you made any difference in the class of goods which you supply at a certain price, in 

consequence of this system ?— No.
835. Have you made any change in the wages of your employes ?— They earn a larger salary if 

there is a larger turnover. We pay them a fixed wage and a commission.
836. Have you had any complaints from any of your customers as to the operation of the system ?—

No ; we have had it spoken favorably of.
837. Have any complaints whatever come to your ears as to the system, or as to the quality of the 

goods supplied by the Co-operative Company in exchange for the coupons ?—The customers have 
expressed satisfaction with the goods received.

838. B y Mr. Deakin.—Are you the only draper in Bourke-street issuing the coupons of this 
company ?—I believe so.

839. Was there any stipulation with the company as to their not issuing coupons to any other 
draper in the neighbourhood ?— Yes, there is a written agreement.

840. Does that cover the whole of the street ?— Only my side of the street.
841. You realize that if all the drapers in Bourke-street took these coupons, your advantage would

dwindle aw a}' ?— Certainly.
842. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.— What class of people take these coupons ?— The middle class, 

principally.
843. Not the artisans ?— We do not cater for that class of trade.
844. Do you think this cash payment system encourages thrift ?—Yes.
845. 1 ou do not give an inferior article to the one that you would give if you did not issue coupons ? 

—No, it is the same article.
846. B y the Hon. J. 31. Davies.— When you say that the coupon system costs you 1 per cent, on 

the turnover, do you mean on the total cash turnover, or on the turnover of the whole business ?—On the 
whole turnover.

847. What proportion of that turnover is cash ?—Ninety per cent.
848. Then it costs you a little over 1 per cent, on the cash turnover?— Yes.
849. I f  you gave those coupons to every customer it would cost you nearly 5  per cent. ?—Yes.
850. IIow is it that it only costs you 1 per cent. ?— Until the last few weeks we have allowed our 

customers to ask for the coupons.
851. If the coupons are a draw, and increase your business, how is it that so few ask for them ?— 

In some of our largest departments the coupons are not asked for at all; for instance, in the men’s clothing 
department men do not care about them ; it is the ladies who like a bargain.

The witness withdrew.

Thomas Henry Deakin, examined.
852. B y the Hon. the Chawman.— What are you ?—Boot dealer (manager for (4. Deakin), carrying 

on business in the Citv-road, South Melbourne.
853. B y Mr. CoUlham.— How long have you been in business in South Melbourne ?—Nearly 30

years.
854. Is yours both a cash and a credit business ?—Yes.



months8 5 0  H a V 6  y°U had aUy exPevience w4h this coupon system ?—Yes, extending over about fifteen

8 0 6 . Do you know what number of coupons is distributed in your business per week 7 I  could
not say pist now.

. f.57< .W,hat ,effecfc has the coupon system had upon your business ?— It has increased the cash trade 
materially ; it has inci eased the other trade also, but the cash trade more particularly.

858. What was the percentage of cash to credit before you adopted the coupmi system ?—I cannot 
say what the percentage was, but it has materially increased the proportion of cash to credit, business.

859. Do you give your coupons away to all your cash customers ?— Usuallv—sometimes we forget 
and sometimes they do not ask for them, but usually we offer them. " ° ’

860. Do you give them to the credit customers ?—No.
861. What percentage upon your cash takings does the purchase of coupons represent ?—I have not 

had time to work that. out.
862. Ilave you altered in any way the wages of your employes in consequence of this coupon 

system ?—No, it has made 110 difference.
863. Has it made any difference in the class of goods that you supply ?—I think we have sold 

rather a better class of goods—at least, wc have sold more of the better class than we did before. Iiavino- 
more cash at our command, wo have been able to buy cheaper, and, therefore, we have been able to give a 
rather superior article for the same price, if there is any difference at all.

864. Have you made any difference at all in the amount of your advertising since the introduction 
of this new system ?—No, it is just about the same, I  think.

865. Have you heard any complaints fr.nn the customers as to the effects of this system ?—No, none 
whatever, we have found that they have received every satisfaction in the goods received—of course, you 
will always find grumblers.

8 6 6 . B y Mr. Deakin .— Are you the only boot dealer in the City-road who takes the coupons ?—
Yes.

8 6 /. The value of the system to you lies in the fact that it distinguishes you from other boot 
dealers ?— Yes.

8 6 8 . B y the lion. A. 0. Sachse.—Did you adopt this system to get rid of the credit system?— 
Partly, and partly as a draw.

869. Did you find that it got rid of credit, and brought in a cash trade ?—I  had given up business 
and gone atvay to Western Australia, so I had lost the run of the people, but taking the coupons advertised 
us in a manner we could not have done otherwise—it was a draw to our old customers.

870. I t  put your business on a healthy footing ?— Yes.
871. By the Hon. G. Godfrey.— Are the coupons taken by the artisans and mechanics in your 

locality more than by the other classes ?— No ; every one comes to find out the value of them.
872. Do you think the coupons encourage thrift ?—Yes.
873. B y the Hon. D. Melville.— You have the business that somebody else has lost?—I suppose that 

is so. We get the business to the loss of the monopolist.
874. Are not you a monopolist?— There are many monopolists in the boot trade. We have only 

one boot shop.
875. Have you not a monopoly in this matter ?—We have, but we arc obliged to do something to 

protect ourselves against the larger monopolists.
876. By means of these coupons you have got business that other people formerly had ?—That 

some of the monopolists had.
877. What is a man to do who has not got coupons to distribute?— I cannot advise any one else. 

I  do the best I  can for myself. There is a monopolist in the street where I am, therefore I am'protecting 
myself against him. He has shops in several of the suburbs.

878. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What do you call a monopolist ?—A man with a number of shops.
879. Why should he be a monopolist ?—He has a number of shops and uses one shop against 

another to put down the smaller trader. He uses the profits of one shop to put down the small man along­
side of him in another suburb.

880. B y Mr. Coldham.— You mean that if a man has a number of shops throughout the suburbs he 
can come and set up a shop alongside a little man and undersell him until the little man has lost his capital ? 
—Not only can he do it, but he does do it. There is one man in Port Melbourne underselling the other 
people in order to get the trade away from them.

881. B y the Hon. A . 0. Sachse.— You find that the coupon system enables you to compete against 
the monopolist ?— Yes.

882. B y the Hon. J. M. Davies.—The monopolist would ask one price for an article in a district 
where he was trying to crush a rival, and a different price altogether in another where he had no rival ?— 
Yes. ■

883. B y the Hon. D. Melville.— What would happen if the monopolist had these coupons ?—He 
cannot get them.

884. B y Mr. Deakin.—•Y'ou have not got them for all time ?—No, for twelve months at a time.
885. Cannot the monopolist come in at the end of the twelve months ?—No, the Coupon Company has 

dealt fairly with me—a monopolist wanted the coupons, and they would not give them to him because I  
was their first customer.

8 8 6 . B y Mr. Coldham. — Supposing a monopolist got the coupons and crushed you out, there would 
be nothing to prevent his turning round and saying to the Coupon Company—“ Now I  will crush you 
out ” ?—He would certainly do it.

The witness withdrew.

Elijah Easterbrook, examined.
887. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A boot dealer, managing for Mr. King at 153

Clarendon-street, South Melbourne. _ ,
8 8 8 . B y Mr. C o ld h a m .— Is the business both a cash and a credit business ?—Yes.
889. Are y o u  acquainted with this coupon system ?—Yes, for four or five months.



E. Easterbvook, 
2nd November, 1S99.

890. What number do you issue ?—We give co-operative coupons to every customer who comes 
into the shop, and very few refuse them—they all seem very anxious to get them.

891. Do you give them to both credit and cash customers?— N o; we give them to all cash 
customers, not to credit customers at all.

892. What effect has the system had upon your business ?— A beneficial one, by increasing the 
trade and preventing customers running away into town to the big houses. We arc getting the money, 
instead of those big houses, and we are very pleased with the system.

893. Has the percentage of cash trade to credit trade altered?— We have increased our cash trade, 
and the credit trade is gradually dwindling away. Customers whose names have always been put down 
in the books are coming now and paying ready cash.

894. People whom you were perfectly willing to trust have adopted the system of their own free 
will ?— Yes ; without any suggestion from us whatever, they have come in, squared off their accounts, and 
have taken coupons for cash.

895. Have you made any difference in the quality of the articles you supply for a certain price? — 
No difference whatever. If anything, we give the customers better value, because we buy for cash, and 
buy in a cheaper market.

896 The coupon system enables you to buy for cash instead of on bills? Since Mr. King has 
taken over the business, we have never purchased on lulls —that is two years ago now.

897. The coupon system has not made any difference in your cash dealing, but it has given you 
more available cash to buy with ?—Yes.

898. Have you made any difference in the wages of your employ6 s ?— Yes ; Mr. King has increased 
their wages since the coupons have been taken on. Since then, I have had a little more to take every 
week. I am paid by wages and commission.

899. As an advertising medium, is the system of any advantage?—It  is a very great advantage.
900. Has it made any difference in your advertising account ?—No, not much, I  think we have done 

a little more.
901. You are perfectly satisfied with the financial results of the system ?—Yes.
902. You supply a better article, you pay your employes more, you pay for more advertising, and 

still you are satisfied to pay this money to the Coupon Company ?— Yes.
903. I t  is suggested that if this is an advertisement it is an advertisement which £ives a monopoly

to certain individuals —do you know any system of advertising Avhich does not depend for its efficacy on
being confined to a limited number of people who can take advantage of it? No.

904. Do you know that monopolies are given to various men in various trades, with regard to 
certain lines, and sometimes lines have to be sold within certain limits ?— No doubt.

905. B y  Mr. Deakin.— You say you have increased your advertising ?— Slightly. _
906. You would not do that unless you thought it would pay ?—Our advertising has increased

because we advertise on programmes and so on. _ _
9 0 7 . You are one of two or three tradesmen who give these coupons in Clarendon-stiect. Yes,

there is one about 2 0 0  yards away.
908. Have you got any particular agreement with the company ?—Yes, I believe there is an agree­

ment that they will give the coupons to no other boot shop between Coventry-street and I  ark-stieet,
except the one that has already got them.

909. B y the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— Are you selling boots or manufacturing them ?— Selling them, we
manufacture very few.

910. You are not associated with a factory in another suburb ?— No.
911. How many hands did the increase in wages affect?—Two, besides myself, we have also Mr.

King’s wife in the shop. ,
912. Was this rise in the wages expected by the employes for any length of time . 1 think we 

can fully expect a rise while business remains as it is, and if it improves still further I have no doubt we 
will get more.

913. Were the wages lowered in the bad times?— The wages were good for all or us betoie we 
took the coupons on.

914. The higher wages are given because the employes are good men ?— Yes ; as the business has
improved we have been rewarded.

915. Do you attribute the rise in wages to the coupon system or to the merits of the services 
rendered ?—Partly to the coupon system—without the coupon system the wages would have remained the

916. B y the lion. G. Godfrey.—Are your principal customers artisans and mechanics? We deal 
with a good class of customers. We class our trade as amongst the best trades in boots in the stieet.

917. B y the Hon. D. M elville.— Are your goods men’s, women’s, or children’s ?—All sorts. _
918. Has the increase in your business come from the better times lately ?—I attribute it to the 

coupons.
919. Can you give us any idea who has lost the business that you have gained ? I could not say. 

I  think apart from the coupons things are improving. _
920. The better business has come from the better times ?—No, I give the coupons credit toi the

better part of it. .
921. From what source has the increase of business come ?—I do not know what the othei s mps

have lost. _ ,
922. Somebody else must have lost i t ? —I do not know about th a t—if times are bettei peop e aie

able to throw the old boots off a little sooner.
923. Then the increase has come from the better times ?— Partly so.  ̂ _ . ,
924. Has the increase not come from the better times that every one is experiencing . —1 now a.

when we get hold of customers we pay attention to them and do all we can to bring them back again.
925. Where arc you getting the customers from ?— The bulk of them arc lrom South M e l b o u r n e  , 

we are taking them from the city shops, I think. We are getting the trade which I think we aie ng 1 y 
entitled to ; instead of people taking the money away to the big shops in the city, we get it.



John Howie, examined.
926. By the lion, the Chairman.— What, are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business in Collingwood.
927. B y Mr. Coldham.—Are your operations confined to Collingwood ?—No, they extend to Fitzroy 

and Clifton Hill—I have seven shops altogether.
928. How long have von been in business ?—Four years.
929. Is your business a cash or credit one ?—Very little credit.
930. Have you been taking coupons for any length of time ?—About fifteen months.
931. W hat have you found the effect of the coupons to be on your business ?—A general improve­

ment in trade—there is more cash and better purchasing power.
932. Doos it have any effect upon the quality of the goods you are able to supply to your custo­

mers ?— We can give a better article at a cheaper price.
933. Have you made any difference in the wages of your employes ?—I have increased the wages 

slightly since I took the coupons.
934. It has been suggested that this method of advertising is a monopoly, are you aware that 

monopolies do exist in your business ?—They do, for instance a grocer may have a number of shops and if 
he wishes to crush a small man he will make it his business to wipe him out, though it may cost him 
thousands, by cutting his goods down to cost price. Then when he has crushed the small man he can put 
up the prices as he likes.

935. Does the coupon system enable the smaller man to deal with that evil ?—Yes, he can compete 
better, because he has more cash.

936. Do you know as a fact that grocers in the suburbs have had to combine in order to keep their 
heads above water against the men with numbers of shops in all the suburbs ?—That is quite true, I have 
done it myself.

937. How has that arisen ?— Through competition and extensive underselling on the part of the 
big men.

938. Have boycotts arisen out of this matter ?—Yes, to my certain knowledge, that has been 
attempted.

939. What is a boycott ?—Retail merchants have told manufacturers that if they supplied certain 
persons with goods they need not come to their places any more.

940. It is against that class of people with large numbers of shops that the coupon system affords 
the small man protection ?— It does.

941. Are you awa"e that traders, tea merchants, soap manufacturers, and others actually give out 
what are equivalent to coupons with their goods ?— Yes, this is a coupon that a soap manufacturer has 
instituted so that his goods should not be thrust out of the market— \_producirtg the same~\.

942. Is that system adopted in other trades besides the soap trade ?—Yes, Cadbury Brothers do it. 
This soap was being sold at 3d. below the cost price, Imt it was not being taken up freely by small people, 
because there was no profit attached to it, so the manufacturer decided to raise the price by 3d. and give 
a coupon, and asked the retail merchant to stick to tiie proper price.

943. Do you know John Connell and Co. Proprietary Limited who sell the Kandy Koola tea ?—
Yes.

944. They issue gambling tickets ?—Yes, I  distribute them.
945. That is for drawing in a lottery ?—I do not know what the raffle is, I  distribute the tickets

with goods.
946. Do you approve of that ?—No.
947. Do you know that Hawthorn, Rhodes give out coupons in the same fashion ? It is enclosed 

in the tin. Cadbury Brothers, at the end of each quarter, give a reimbursement of 3d. on each dozen tins 
of their cocoa, provided the cocoa is sold at the price stipulated in the schedule. ^

948. B y the Hon. the Chairman. — Why do you disapprove of Connell and Cods system t—It is a 
lottery. There are also coupons distributed by Woolcock and Bennett, butchers, given through the cash 
register, which entitles the purchaser to 6d. in the £ l .

949. Where do they get the cash from ?—Woolcock and Bennett pay it.
950. B y Mr. Coldham.—This is the drawing of the last Kandy Koola lottery ?—Yes — [the same 

was handed z?i 1.
9 5 1  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  a d o p t  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  d i s t r i b u t i n g  s p e c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  to  

t h o s e  w h o  p u r c h a s e  f r o m  t h e m ? — I k n o w  s e v e r a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  d o i n g  s o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  

g o o d s  a r e  b e i n g  p u t  o u t  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  b y  o v e r  c o m p e t i t i o n .
952. You recognise that hll these systems are simply advertisements . les .  ,
953. In your opinion arc they all fair devices ?— With the one exception I have mentioned, and

t h a t  i s  a  l o t t e r y .  . , XT , ,
954. Used you to give cash discounts before this system came m ? No, but many grocers give

cash discounts for large purchases. . . . f1 i-
955. Have you been able to form any opinion as to what tax upon your cash takings this e e y

of coupons to customers entails?— From 3 per cent, to uly pei cer.t. _ ? y
956. Are you satisfied as a business man that that charge upon your income pays you . I am.
957 You have no desire to see the system stopped or to give it up . i  nave not.
958 s Z o s e  t jf-a -dosen  or a do/en grocers were endeavouring to combme agamst, say, Moran 

and C a I o an 11 hss t̂ei I co It po 11 s to their cus .m nL  uitl   o b j e c t ,  w o u l d  you consoler that a reasonable
and  p rop er  cou rse  to  p u rs u e  1 - 1  shou ld  say  it w ould  be f ig h t ing  the  enem y m  a  fan  w a t .

9 6 0  d r i l l i n g  under weight , _ N „ .  I was

bU h %  e e  to any man at any

time' 962. Xo whom do you give the coupons ?—To those casli customers who ask for then,, no matter 

what th ^ y p o re h j^ ;  ^  sHgar a,.e they entilled t 0  coupons ? - I f  they buy tea with it they are; not if 

they buy sugar alone.



964. I f  they buy kerosene do they get coupons ?—We put up a notice at the back of the shop that 
wc give coupons on such articles when we have bought (hem at a fair price, so that we can make a fair profit

965. You yourself determine whether you will give coupons or not ?—Yes.
966. You have these coupons at a number of shops ?—Yes, at seven.
967. Have you an agreement with the company in regard to preventing other competitors from 

using these coupons ?— Yes.
968. So that if a:i unfortunate small grocer is struggling against you as a bloated monopolist, with 

seven shops, ho cannot get the coupons ?—I am not a bloated monopolist. l ie  can start another coupon 
company if he likes.

969. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—You say you consider this system of drawing in connexion with 
the Kandy Koola tea improper ?— Yes.

970. A\ by has it not been stopped ?—I do not know whether it is illegal—the Government are the 
people to take these things up.

971. Could not those avIio suffer from it take action?—If  I  knew the people who suffered I  would 
assist in stopping the lottery.

972. B y the Hon. A . 0. Sachse.— Why have you seven shops ?— To enable me to purchase in laro-e 
quantities so as to be able to sell cheaper. I started with one shop, but I could not make enough to live on 
so I had to launch out. ’

973. A previous witness referred to the fact that men with a large number of shops owing to their 
better purchasing power were able to snuff out the small men in their neighbourhood ?—That is what 
was attempted in my case, but if has not been successful. I  had had experience in one of the larger firms 
before I  started.

974. When you had only one shop you found the monopolists competing unfairly against you ?_
Yes, and not only that but chasing me round the suburbs.

975. You went in for the other shops in self-defence ?—Yes, so as to be able to buy in larger
quantities.

976. You are now able to take the position of a monopolist yourself ?—I am able to battle ao-ainst
him.

977. What about the small man in your neighbourhood ?—I have to live.
978. B y the lion, G. Godfrey.— Where are your other shops ?—In Clifton Hill, North Fitzroy, and

Colling wood.
979. Are your customers principally of the artisan or mechanic class ?—All classes.
980. You think the system encourages customers to save money ?—Yes, it encourages thrift. 

Customers have come to me and said (hat they have things in their homes that they would not have had 
otherwise. They were only getting a few shillings a week- and they could not save, but they had got a 
few nice things for their homes by this system.

981. B y the Hon. D. Melville.—Do you recognise that we have better times now than we had a 
few years ago ?— Slightly better.

982. You share in the better times ?—Yes.
983. Have you had experience in this business in any other place than here ?—Not in the grocery 

business.
984. Were there any coupons in the other places ?—Yes, there are co-operative coupons in Scot­

land, but they are tin, not paper; for each purchase of 6 d., 2 s., or 2 s. 6 d., a token was given to the pur­
chaser, and at the end of the quarter the purchaser was given a percentage. I f  he was a member he had 
so much, and if he was only a customer lie still had a percentage of the profits.

985. That was the co-operative system—it was not done in the same way as it is done here 1—It is 
a corporation here.

986. Are you a member of the company ?— I am not a shareholder—I distribute the coupons.
987. Supposing Parliament abolished the whole thing— what effect would that have upon you ?— 

I t  would be detrimental to me if the co-operative coupons were abolished, unless we found something that 
Avould suit in its place.

988. Suppose the company withdraAvs its patronage from you, that Avould be detrimental to you?— 
Yes, and very detrimental to the Avorking classes.

989. If this company Avere to Avithdraw its coupons from you it would affect your business ?—Yes.
999. Then the 3 \  per cent, is really a tax on your business, but a profitable tax ?—It is.
991. I t  arises entirely from your selling trade ?—Yes, and purchasing at the cash discount.
992. Do you recognise that you take that trade from somebody else ?—I cannot say where the 

trade comes from. I suppose I must be getting it from some one else.
993. Do you see what the end of it will he if this system goes further ? - - 1 think the end Avill be

that the co-operative coupons will exist to a greater extent than they do noA\r, both in manufacturing and 
retail lines.

994. Do you mean that other companies Avill form, and the business will spread through the cities 
and towns of Victoria ?—Yes ; and if it is safeguarded it will be beneficial.

995. Do you anticipate that it Avill spread ?—I  cannot say.
996. If your present company withdrew their coupons, you would be at their mercy ?—No.
997. I I o a v  would you protect vourself ?— I Avould have to try something else.
998. B y the Hon. A. 0. Sachse.—How long is your agreement for?—Twelve months.
999. Supposing they withdrew at the end of twelve months, AArhat will be the result ?—We will 

hiiA'e to put up with it, just as a man meets with difficulties at any time.
1000. Do you led  comfortable in your business now ?—I  feel more comfortable now than I  did 

sixteen months ago.
1001. Supposing this company was to come to you at the end of tAvelvc months and sny—“ We 

require 8  per cent. ; ” how would the position stand then ?—I  do not think there is any danger of that ; 
the company knoAvs its business.

1 0 0 2 . The company is run on business lines for purposes of profit?— Yes.
1003. Is it not likdv  that they will sell their coupons to the highest buyer at the end of the 

agreement ?— No ; I have more faith in the company than that.



1004. Might not the monopolists buy the coupons at a higher rate than you are giving, at the end of 
youv agreement ?—I do not think so ; the company would not do such a thing as that.

1005. Do you not think, as a good business man, that this company will go for the highest price it 
can get foi its coupons, when your licence has expired ?— No, there is a law that applies to business that if 
you charge too high a price you kill the business—you can only ask a fair profit.

100(1. B y the lion. J. M. Davies.—Suppose there were so many companies in the colony that every 
trader worked under the coupon system, would it then be an evil or a benefit to the trader?—It would be 
an evil to those who have the coupons now, but I dare say the community would be benefited by it.

1007. Would the traders be paying the tax without getting any benefit ?— Yes, it must be a limited 
number of members just like any oilier system of shareholders.

1008. Do you pursue the policy of crushing out the weak trader in your neighbourhood ?—No, my 
opponents do it. If the law provided that one man should only have one shop, I would willingly close the 
other six to-morrow.

1009. B y Mr. Cold ham.— Is there any particular reason why you do not give cash coupons upon 
sugar and kerosene?—Yes, kerosene is being retailed at 2 s. 9 d., while if you bought 2 0 0 0  cases the market 
value would be 3s. Id.

1010. Is it possible to sell kerosene at 2s. 9d. and get back your money ?—Not in the present 
market.

1 0 1 1 . B y the Hon. the Chairman.—May not the kerosene now being sold at 2 s. 9d. have been 
bought a few months ago when the market was lower ?— It  is possible, but that is not business.

1012. B y Mr. Coldham.— Could you at any time in the last six months have purchased kerosene so 
as to be able to retail it at 2 s. 9d. and make a profit ?—No, I  have bought 2000 cases and I  paid 2s. 8 d. 
for it.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to to-morrow, at half-past Three o’clock.

F R ID A Y , 3 r d  N OV EM BER, 1 8 9 9 .

Members present:

The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d ,  in the C h a ir ;

The Hon. J .  M. Davies, 
The Hon. D. Melville, 
The Hon. G. Godfrey,

The Hon. A. O. Sachse, 
The Hon. W. Knox.

Richard Prichard, examined.
1013. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—A  draper, carrying on business in Errol-street, 

North Melbourne.
1014. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business ?—Five years.
1015. Is yours both a credit and a cash business ?—It  was until the time of our adopting the coupon 

system, which was about three weeks or a month ago.
1016. Do you decline to give credit now ?—No, but our credit trade has been so small that those we 

gave the privilege to withdrew on their own account, and have taken coupons.
1017. Prior to your taking the coupons, what proportion of your business was cash ?—I t  has always 

been practically a cash business.
1018. The effect of the coupons would not be appreciable on your business as far as turning it into 

a cash business is concerned ?—No.
1019. You have now your cash business saddled with the payments to the Coupon Company ?

—Yes.
1020. What effect has the coupon system had upon your- business?—It has made a decided 

improvement.
1021. What is the percentage of increase ?—85 per cent, and it is increasing daily.
1022. Then you approve of the coupon system ?— Decidedly.
1023. Has it made any difference in carrying on the business in the way of expense ?—No.
1024. You have a tax of 5 per cent, upon your turnover ?—No, the tax on my business is practically 

not increased by adopting the coupon system ; my previous methods of advertising cost me as much as the 
coupons cost.

1025. Have you reduced the cost of advertising ?—I have reduced on the total, but I am now 
spending the same amount as I did previously when I was taking 85 per cent, less

1026. Has the introduction of the coupon system made any difference in the quality of the goods 
you supply to the public at a certain price ?—None whatever.  ̂ _

1 0 2 7 . Has it made any difference in the wages you pay to your e m p l o y e s  ? —Yes, I have increased
t h e  sa la r ie s  of e le v e n  of m y  em p loy es  ou t of 50.

1028. You recognise the system is a means of advertising r— I do.
1029. Do you see anything unfair in it ?—I do not. _
1030. H o w  fa r  f rom  y o u  is th e  n e x t  r iv a l  t r a d e sm a n  ?— A b o u t  2 0  y a rd s  or 50 y a rd s  a w a y  ; t l ie ie  

is one r ig h t  o p p os i te  me, and  th e  o th e r  is ab o u t  50 y a rd s  d o w n  the s tree t .
1031. T h e y  do n o t  is sue  coupons  ?— N o.
1032. H a v e  y o u  a n y  a g re e m e n t  w i th  the  co m p a n y  as  to th e  issue of th e  co u po ns  . 1  nave. v>  ̂

h a v e  th e  so le  r i g h t  in E r ro l - s t r e e t  b e tw e e n  Y ic to r ia - s t r e e t  an d  Q u e e n sb e r ry - s t r e c t ,  a  d is tan ce  o f  ab o u t

500 yards.



1033. I s  th e r e  a n y t h i n g  y o u  k n o w  of to  p r e v e n t  th e  t r a d e s m e n  in  t h a t  b lock  is su in g  th e i r  o w n  
co u po ns  and  r e d e e m in g  th e m  a t  t h e i r  fa ce  v a lu e ,  or by  o rd e rs  fo r  goo ds  011 o th e r  t r a d e sm e n  ?— N o th in g  th a t  
I  k n o w  of.

1034. D o  a n y  of th em  a d o p t  t h a t  s y s t e m ? — N o t  t h a t  I a m  a w a re  of.
1035. H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  of o b s e r v in g  o th e r  m o n o po l ie s  u n d e r  w h ic h  p a r t i c u l a r  persona 

a r e  e n t i t l e d  to  se l l  a  c e r t a in  c la s s  of g o o d s ? — T h a t  is g e n e ra l  in th e  t r a d e .  V e ry  f r e q u e n t ly  one l ine in 
t h e  t r a d e  w o u ld  he  r e s t r i c te d  b y  th e  w a re h o u s e s  to one  p a r t i c u l a r  house .

1036. Is  t h a t  c on s ide red  u n fa i r  ?— I  do n o t  c o n s id e r  i t  u n fa i r . '
1037 .  D o  th e  p u b l ic  se em  to  a p p r e c i a te  th i s  c o u p o n  s y s te m  ?— T h e y  do, d ec ide d ly .
1038. D o  y o u  d e l iv e r  th e  c o u p o n s  to a ll  y o u r  c u s to m e r s  ?— W e do. W e  a sk  th em  in th e  first place

if  t h e y  c o l le c t  c o u p o n s ,  an d  if  t h e y  do Ave g iv e  th e m  to th e m .
1039. H a v e  y o u  h e a r d  a n y  c o m p la in t s  as  to t h e  r e d e m p t io n  of th e  c o u p o n s — t h a t  p eop le  do n o t  receive 

t h e  p r o p e r  \ ra lu e  for th e m  ?— N o , q u i t e  t h e  r e v e r se  ; th e y  haAre a p p e a re d  v e r y  p leased  w i th  the  v a lu e  th e y  
g o t  from  th e  c o m p a n y .

1040 .  H a s  th i s  sy s te m  a n y  a d v a n ta g e  w h e n  y o u  co m e  to c o m p e te  Avith la r g e  ho u se s  w ith  b ran ch es  
in  t h e  v a r io u s  s u b u r b s  ?— I  c a n n o t  say .

1041 .  P r i o r  to  th e  in t ro d u c t io n  of th i s  sy s tem ,  d id  yo u  g iv e  a n y  d is c o u n t  to  th e  p u b lic  w ho  p a id  
c a sh  ? —  I did not.

1042 .  T h e n  th e  Avhole a m o u n t  y o u  p a y  for co u p o n s  is an  ad d i t io n a l  c h a rg e  u p o n  y o u r  business  ?—
N o , i t  is on ly  e q u a l  to  w h a t  I  p r e v io u s ly  s p e n t  in  o th e r  Avays.

1 04 3 .  B u t  in  t h e  fi rs t  in s ta n c e  i t  is a n  a d d i t io n a l  c h a rg e  ?— Y es.
1044 .  A n d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th a t ,  y o u  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  sa t is f ied  Avith i t  b ec a u se  of th e  a d v a n ta g e  y o u  

o b ta in  ?— Y e s ,  I  on ly  r e g r e t  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  .adopt th e  sy s tem  m u c h  earl ie r .
1045 .  B y Mr. Deahin.— W h a t  Avere th e  o th e r  m e th o d s  on Avhich you  sp e n t  m o n e y  ? — I n  new sp a p e r  

a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  c i r c u la r  a d v e r t i s in g .
1046 .  Y o u  h a v e  n o t  r e d u c e d  y o u r  a d v e r t i s in g  ?— N o .  I  sp e n d  a  la rg e  a m o u n t  o f m o n ey  in  ad v e r­

t i s in g .  I sp e n d  th e  sa m e  a m o u n t  o f m o n e y  as  I  d id  p re v io u s ly  in a d v e r t i s in g ,  b u t  I  h a v e  85 p e r  cent,  
m o re  bu s in e ss .

1047 . Y o u  h a v e  th e  e x t r a  a m o u n t  y o u  p a y  for t h e  c o u p o n s  ad d ed  on to th e  p re v io u s  am o un t you 
p a id  fo r  a d v e r t i s i n g  ?— Y e s ,  b u t  I  h a v e  c h a n g e d  m y  m e th o d  of a d v e r t i s in g .

1048. Y o u  giAre th e  co u p o n s  f r e e ly  ?— Y es.
10 49 .  W h a t  p ro p o r t io n  of y o u r  c u s to m e r s  do n o t  t a k e  th e  c o u p o n s  w h e n  you  offer th e m  ?— T h e  

co s t  is a b o u t  3 ^  p e r  c e n t .
1050 .  W h a t  p ro p o r t io n  of th o se  to  w h o m  y o u  offer th e  c o u p o n s  say  th e y  a re  n o t  co l lec t in g  th e m  ?—

A  v e r y  s m a l l  p ro p o r t io n ,  p e r h a p s  tw o  o u t  o f  te n  Avould re fu se .
1051 .  I I oav m a n y  co u p o n s  d id  y o u  p u r c h a s e  f ro m  th e  c o m p a n y  ?— 5 0 ,0 0 0 .
1052 .  H o w  m a n y  h a v e  y o u  in  h a n d  ?— 2 ,0 0 0  or 3 ,00 0 .
1053 . W h a t  d id  y o u  p a y  fo r  th e m  ?— T h e  u su a l  r a t e ,  25s. p e r  1 ,000, less  4 p e r  cen t ,  d iscount.
1054 . H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  o th e r  d e a l in g s  w i th  t h e  c o m p a n y  b e s id e s  t h a t  ?— N o .
1055 .  Y o u r  r e la t io n  to th e m  h a s  b e e n  confined  so le ly  to  th e  p u r c h a s e  of 5 0 ,0 0 0  a t  25s. pe r  1,000,

less  4 p e r  c e n t . ? — L e s s  4 p e r  cen t. ,  a n d  a lso  less 6  p e r  c e n t ,  on t a k i n g  5 0 ,0 0 0  ; b e y o n d  t h a t  I  h av e  h ad  no
d e a l in g s  Avith th e  co m p a n y .

1056. In  th r e e  Aveeks y o u  h a v e  g o t  r id  of a l l  tho se  co u p o n s  e x c e p t  2 ,0 0 0  or 3 ,0 0 0 ,  an d  y o u r  customers 
h a \ re e x p re s s e d  s a t is fac t io n  w i t h  th e  g o o ds  th e y  h a v e  re c e iv e d  lr< in th e  c o m p a n y ? — Yres, v e ry  m u ch  so.

1057. H o w  m a n y  h a v e  e x p re s s e d  th e m s e lv e s  to  t h a t  effect ?— A l l  to w h o m  I  h a v e  s p o k e n  w h o  have 
rec e iv ed  a n y t h i n g  f ro m  t h e  c o m p a n y .

1058 .  H o a v  m a n y  of y o u r  c u s to m e rs  h av e  g o t  goo ds  f ro m  t h e  c o m p a n y ? — I  c a n n o t  s ay  definitely, 
b u t  a l l  w h o m  I h a v e  sp o k e n  to, a n d  I  s p e a k  to  a  very  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f peop le  d a i ly  ; i t  m a y  be  1 0 0  Avho 
h a v e  rece iv e d  r e t u r n s  f ro m  th e  c o m p a n y  fo r  t h e  co up on s .

1059 . W e re  th e y  p e o p le  w h o  ha d  re c e iv e d  co u p o n s  f rom  you  ?— T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p eo p le  Avho have  
co l lec ted  co u po ns  ; th e y  lniATe been  a t  m y  c o u n te r ,  a n d  in  c o n v e rs a t io n  th e y  h a v e  sa id  th is .

1060. I s  t h a t  w i th in  th e  la s t  feAv w e e k s ? — Y e s ,  s ince  Ave a d o p te d  th e  sy s te m .
1061. W e r e  th e  go o d s  t h a t  th e y  o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  c o m p a n y  a b o u t  th e  sam e  va lue ,  or did they  

r e p r e s e n t  d i f fe re n t  v a lu e s  ?— T h e y  r e p r e s e n te d  d i f fe ren t  v a lu e s  a s  f a r  as  I co u ld  ju d g e .
1062. W e re  th ose  th e  p e o p le  Avho h a d  o b ta in e d  co u p o n s  from  y o u  w h o  a f t e r w a r d s  e x p re s se d  s a t i s ­

fac t ion  ?— T h e y  c a m e  to m e  b e c a u se  I  Avas g iv in g  c o u p o n s ,  011 a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  h a v in g  rece iv ed  good  value 
fo r  th e i r  co u p o n s  p re v io u s ly .

1063. D id  th e y  re c e iv e  th e  co u p o n s  f ro m  y o u  fo r  Avhich th e y  got, th o s e  g o o d s  ?— M o s t  l ike ly  th e y  
re c e iv e d  th em  from  o th e r  peop le ,  b e c a u se  I  h a v e  on ly  la te ly  s t a r te d  giAung th e  coup on s .

1064 . W a s  it in c o n se q u e n c e  of Avliat th e y  sa id  t h a t  y o u  a d o p te d  th e  s y s te m  ?— T h a t  Avas one of 
t h e  rea so n s .  I  w a s  m o s t  p a r t i c u l a r  in e x a m i n in g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  go od s  g iv e n  in  e x c h a n g e  for th e  
co u p o n s ,  b e fo re  I  c o n se n te d  to a d o p t  th e  s y s t e m  in  c o n n e x io n  Avith o u r  b u s in e ss .

1065. D id  yo u  e x a m in e  th e m  a t  th e  shoAv-rooms ?— Y e s ,  I  Avent in to  th e  shoAv-rooms and  exam in e d  
th e m  th e re .

1066. A r e  a n y  of th e  g o o d s  t h e r e  g o o d s  t h a t  y o u  sell  ?— I b e l iev e  th e y  h a v e  som e  c u r ta in s  and 
t a b l e  covers .  I h a v e  n o t  seen  a n y  g o o d s  t h a t  w c  re ta i l ,  b u t  I  h a v e  h e a rd  so f ro m  o th e r  p eop le .

1067. T h e  g o o ds  th e y  sell a re  n o t  th e  goo ds  in  w h ic h  y o u  a re  a c c u s t o m e d  to d ea l  ?— N o .
1068. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.—  Do y o u  say  t h a t  100 p e r s o n s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  th e i r  a p p ro v a l  of the  

co u p o n  s y s te m  to  y o u ? — I  sa id  I  m i g h t  h a v e  sp o k e n  to  1 0 0  p e rs o n s  ; I  c a n n o t  s a y  d ef in i te ly ,  b u t  I h av e  
n o t  h e a rd  of one  avIio avus d issa tis f ied  Avith t h e  v a lu e  re c e iv e d .

1069. A r e  y o u r  c u s to m e r s  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  Avorking c la s ses ,  a r t i s a n s  a n d  m e c h a n ic s  ?— W e  h a v e  all
c la s ses .

1070. D o  y o u  th i n k  t h a t  g iv i n g  th e s e  co u p o n s  e n c o u ra g e s  s a v in g  h a b i t s  ?— I  do.
1071. B y the Hon. D . M elville.— D o y o u  th i n k  t h a t  y o u  a r e  ju s t i f ie d  in  ra i s in g  t h e  Avages of your  

e m p lo y e s  in  t h r e e  Aveeks a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t io n  of th is  s y s te m  ?— I  do.
1072 .  W h a t  avos th e  m in im u m  Avagc a n d  th e  m a x i m u m  Avagc t h a t  you  pa id  befo re  yo u  a d o p te d  th is  

s y s te m  ?— M y  ap j  ren t  ices r e c e iv e  2s .  6 d. p e r  Aveek,



1073. How many of them would be at that rate ?—Four.
1074. What is the maximum wage ? —£ 4  per week.

a, , ]? }5' H ow imuch do the increased wages amount to in the aggregate in your establishment?— 
About £3 per week. ° J

1076. Tour investment in coupons altogether is about £60, and the result has been the addition of 
£3 per week to your wages ?— We have had such a decided improvement in business that I  felt -justified 
in raising the wages.

1077. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—You are the only one in that block giving out coupons ?— Yes.
1078. And the coupons are restricted to you by agreement ?— Yes.
1079. Under those circumstances you approve of the system ?— Yes.
1080. What would you say if the conditions were reversed ?—I think I would retain my trade.
1081. Then what benefit would the coupons be to your competitors ?— That they would be able to 

tell you better than I could.
1082. You must have taken your increased trade from somewhere ?—Yes, but I cannot say where 

it comes from, the money comes from all directions, it does not come from my neighbours altogether, 
although they may lose a small percentage.

1083. I f  the coupons were taken from you and given to your neighbours, would not it affect jour
trade ?—I dare say we would lose our present increase, or a proportion ojf it.

1084. B y the Hon. A. O. Sachse.— Would you lose the whole 85 per cent. ?—No, I  do not think so.
1085. Do you say the coupons have increased your business to the extent of 85 per cent, in three 

weeks ?—I attribute it to the coupon system and nothing else.
1086. Your business would suffer if the coupons were taken away from you ?—On my present 

return it would.
1087. What would you say if the company took them away from you ?— I would have to abide by 

the trade I  did before.
1088. Your business would fall off again ?—I do not think so ; I  have had to deal with so many

fresh people that I  would undoubtedly keep many customers out of that number.
1089. If your competitor opposite got them would he not have an increase of business ?—He might.
1090. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Why do you restrict the coupons to yourself instead of letting 

your competitors have them ?^Because I have decided to totally change the method of advertising my 
business.

1091. B y Mr. Coldham.— This petition says—“ The Bill contemplates putting a stop to a system
which practically amounts to gambling,” is there any element of gambling in it so far as you are aware?—
None whatever.

1092. You calculate the cost of the coupons to be 3^ per cent, on the turnover ?—It  works out at 
about 3-| per cent.

The witness withdrexo.

Harry Wallis, examined.
1093. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— A draper and clothier, carrying on business in 

the Sydney-road, Brunswick.
1094. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business ?—Between nine and ten years in 

Brunswick.
1095. What experience have you had in the drapery trade ?—Over fifteen years.
1096. Is your business both a cash and a credit one ?—There is a very small percentage of credit

business, hardly worth speaking of.
1097. Was it practically a cash business prior to your using the coupons ?—Ju s t  the same as it is

now.
1098. Prior to your taking the coupons, did you give customers discount who paid cash ?—No.
1099. When did you first take up the coupon system ?—A little over two months ago.
1 100. How did you come to take it u p ;  were ycu black-mailed?—N o ;  a good many of my 

customers were asking for coupons, and I  told them they could not get them. They said they would go 
where they could get them ; so I  thought there was something good in the coupons, and I took them.

1101. Have you found that taking coupons has increased your business ?—Yes, it has increased it 
50 per cent.

1102. Has that caused any deterioration in the quality of the goods you supply to the public?—None 
whatever.

1103. This petition says—“ The Bill contemplates putting a stop to a system which, in our opinion, 
is most pernicious and injurious in its operation and detrimental to the interests of the public can you 
say where the system is detrimental to the interests of the public, who get discount on the goods they 
purchase ?—I  do not see any detriment to the public.

1104. I t  goes on to say that it “ involves collateral and incidental consequences of a very injurious 
character, affecting traders and the public ”— have you observed anything of that nature in the operation
of this system ?— Nothing at all. .

1105. You recognise that the coupon system does not increase the volume of trade, it only attracts
trade into different channels ?—That is so. , .

1106. Can you give us any idea what percentage of increase in the cost of carrying on your business
has been occasioned by the adoption of this coupon system? About 3?r pei cent. . .

1107. Do you give coupons to everybody ?—To all those who require them ; some will not take

1108. How do you arrive at Sh per cent.?—The cost of the coupons is an extra 3^ per cent, on my
business • i

1109. Do you get a corresponding advantage for th a t?—I get an increased business, and an
increased turnover, and that allows me to buy at a better price than I could otherwise do.

1110. Does it make any difference in the cost of your advertising m other directions. None at all. 
1111* Are you aware that there are restrictions upon special lines in your business that certain

lines are only given to certain people?—I have heard of such things, but I  have had no experience of it.



1 1 1 2 . You have nothing to do with John Connell and Company, who are opposed to this system?—
1  know nothing of them.

1 1 1 -'). Have the public expressed any opinion to you upon the system ?—They have expressed the 
opinion that they are thoroughly satisfied with whatever they have got from the Coupon Company.

1114. l ia s  it been a common occurrence with you to find people expressing that view ?—If you get 
into conversation with them and ask them they will tell you they are satisfied.

1115. Has it any effect upon the business of the suburban shopkeeper as against the large houses in 
the city ?—As far as I can sec the coupon system tends to localise trade.

1116. If you take business from somebody else it is taken from the large houses in the city?—That
is so.

1117. Do you consider this an unfair method of competition ?—No.
1118. Arc you aware that houses in the city advertise single articles at wholesale prices?—I am 

aware they advertise a lot of bogus lines.
1119. Is that statement about selling single articles at wholesale prices true or false ?— It depends 

on what they call wholesale prices ; wholesale prices at the beginning and the end of the season are verv 
different.

1120. I t  is against those people that you can compete now ?— Yes.
1 1 2 1 . Have you reduced the quality of your goods in consequence of the introduction of this 

system ?— No.
1 1 2 2 . Have you made any difference in the wages of your employes ?—I  give them a premium on 

sales now, and I did not do so before.
1123. Is the amount you actually pay reduced ?—I have not reduced the salaries ; they arc in 

receipt of more money now than they were previously.
1124. B y Mr. Dealcin.—Is paying them a commission likely to increase their exertions on your 

behalf?— Yes, to a great extent.
1125. When you say the system localises trade would you expect it to continue to localise trade if those 

large houses also gave coupons ?—It  would not localise it altogether, but we get a bigger share of the trade 
than we did before the introduction of this system,

1126. How many coupons have you purchased from the company ?— 50,000 at 4 per cent, discount.
I  purchased one lot of 30,000 and two lots of 1 0 , 0 0 0  each. ’

1127. How many have you in hand at present ?—About 5,000.
1128. Have the persons who have spoken to you in favour of the goods they obtained from the 

company been purchasers who have taken coupons from you ?—They have got some of my coupons, but 
they must have got some somewhere else.

1129. Do you know what class of goods they received ?— Yes, they showed them to me ; they were 
chiefly electro-plated ware, such as cruets, and I  have also seen a set of chinaware.

1130. Do you offer the coupons to everybody, or only give them to those who ask for them ?— 
When wo make out the cash slip we ask if the customer would like coupons.

1131. What proportion take coupons ?—About 80 per cent.
1132. Have you an agreement as to the area within which you are to be the only draper using

coupons?—No, not as to area, but I bind them not to supply certain other tradesmen.
1133. W^here is the nearest man to you in your business who uses coupons ?—About 250 yards 

further down the road, and there is another 500 or 600 yards off in another direction.
1134. Have you any agreement as to their supplying no other tradesman ?—My agreement debars

the company from supplying three others in the same street.
1135. The coupons may be given to any other tradesman but those three ?—Yes.
1136. B y the Hon. D. Melville.—In arranging about those three do you consider you are boycotting 

them ?—I prevent them from having the same privilege as I  have.
1 1 37. If  they should want to get them they cannot get them because you boycott them?—Yes.
1138. Your trade has increased to the extent of 50 per cent.?— Yes.
1139. You do not regard the money you have paid for those coupons as a tax upon your business? 

—Not at all.
1140. How long does your arrangement with the company last ?— Six months.
1141. Supposing at the end of six months the company insisted on being allowed to sell where 

they liked, what would happen to you ?—I would still take the coupons.
1142. Even if the three who are now debarred were allowed to take them ?—I would not give up 

without a struggle ; but, at the same time, if every one else in the trade in Brunswick took them I would 
still take them, because I  think it would localise trade.

1143. B y the Hon. A . 0. Sachsc.— Where do the people go now ?— To the city and Collingwood.
1144. If those shops in the city and Collingwood gave coupons the people would still go there— 

they would have no incentive to come to you ?—I think giving the coupons would be sufficient to keep 
their trade.

1145. At present they fancy they get some advantage by going to Collingwood ?—They 
fancy so.

1146. And you retain them by giving coupons ?—Yes.
1147. If  the Collingwood people also gave coupons, they would go there still ?— I would lose a 

certain amount of trade, but not all of it.
1148. I  hen is it wise that every one should have these coupons?—I do not think it would pay for 

every one to have them.
1149. Have you noticed a falling off in the business of other tradesmen in the locality since you 

issued those coupons ?— No, I  have got no information on the point.
1150. Has their business increased in the same ratio as yours ?— I do not think so ; they may be 

doing their regular trade, but I  am doing a trade that has never been done in Brunswick— it has always 
gone to the city or elsewhere.

1 1 H . B y the Hon. G Godfrey .— You think, apart from the coupons, you would be able to retain a 
part of that trade?— Yes, I  think so.

1152. B y the Hon. D. M elville .— Your business has been increasing all the time, has it not? It 
has been increasing during the last tAvelve months.
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: l i s t  Are von “  l,0Pulation k W y  ? - I »  has gone ahead, no doubt.
lation 9 Yes but I wonld'noto ° 0Ur s al 0 0 c mitl]ral increase in trade through the increase in popu-

' 1 , b  r  ‘4  w e n ld  uever expect an in c rease  o f  50  p e r  cent, th ro u g h  th a t .  F

ran ceased to e fv^coM onV  S "c/,s,7-— Would lhose people who came to you for coupons leave you if 
you ceased to give coupons ?— If the coupon system were knocked on the head altogether I  would retain
some of them, because they recognise that we give just as good value as any place in the city.

The witness withdrew.

TV illiam Snell, examined.
. 1156. S y  I I oni. the C h a ir m a n .  W h a t  a r e  y o u ? — A  boo t dea le r  a n d  bo o tm a k e r ,  c a r ry in g  on

b us iness  in  U n io u - ro a d ,  A s c o t  V a le .  . J  8

' 1 « q *  G o l d h a m - — U o ^  l o n g  h a v e  you  been in b u s in e ss  th e re  ?— In A s c o t  V a le  tw e lv e  years .
i t s o  j  e x p e r ie n c e  h a v e  y o u  h ad  in  tl ie boot t r a d e  a l t o g e t h e r ? — A b o u t  30 ye a rs .
115 v . i n  y o u r  p re s e n t  business ,  p r io r  to th e  in t ro d u c t io n  of th e  co u p o n  sys tem , d id  you  g iv e  d iscou n t  

to  c a sh  cu s to m ers  ?-— N o . J °

1160, P r i o r  to  th e  in t ro d u c t io n  of th e  coupon  sy s tem  w h a t  p ro p o r t io n  of y o u r  b u s in e ss  w as  ca sh  a n d  
w h a t  p ro p o r t io n  w as  c re d i t  ?— I  th i n k  a b o u t  h a l f  of each .

1161. When did you first take the coupons ?—About fourteen months ago.
1162. And you have continued to take them ever since?— Yes.
1163. What number have you had altogether ?—I issue about 800 a week.
1164. Do all your cash customers take them ?—Not all, perhaps 75 per cent, take them.

■̂■ave y ou found that since you took the coupons there has been any difference in the propor­
tion of cash to credit business ?—The credit business is less.

1166. To what extent ?—I  suppose about 25 per cent. less.
1167. Has the turnover as a whole increased ?—Yes.
1168. Are you satisfied to continue the coupon system?— Quite.
1169. Is there any restriction upon the sale of coupons to other people in your vicinity?— Close by 

there is ; the company may not supply certain people within a certain distance of me ; the distance is 
about half-a-mile from me on either side ; the railway is the dividing line.

1170. How many boot dealers are there within that radius ?—Five.
1171. Supposing the company supplied any of those other people with coupons what would you 

do ?—I  should keep, on with the coupons.
1172. Do you see anything of the element of gambling in the system, as stated in this petition from 

the Chamber of Commerce ?—No, I  do not see anything in the shape of gambling in if.
1 l7o. What class of people avail themselves principally of the system with you?—The working

people.
1174. Do they appear to be satisfied with it ?—Perfectly.
1175. Have you heard any complaints as to the value of the goods received in exchange for the 

coupons ? Some are very well satisfied. Of course certain people are never satisfied no matter what they 
get, but the most of them are satisfied.

The witness withdrew.

- ; Frederick Usher, examined.
1176. B y the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.—What are you?—A  boot dealer, carrying on business in High- 

street, St. Kilda.
1177. B y Mr. Coldham.—How long have you carried on business in St. Kilda ?—About fourteen

years.
1178. Used you to do both a credit and a cash business ?—Yes.
1179. Did you give any cash discounts ?—No, not until the coupon system came in.
1180. When did you adopt the coupon system?—About fifteen months ago.
1181. Did you adopt it of your own free will ?—I  did.
1182. And you have kept to it ever since ?—I  have.
1183. Since you adopted the coupon business have you found any difference in the turnover ?—Yes,

it has increased.
1184. Is  that increase at the expense of other people in your neighbourhood ?—It  has localised the 

trade a good deal ; people who used to go down to Prahran now stay in St. Kilda.
1185. In addition to localising the trade, has it converted many of your customers into cash cus­

tomers ?—Yes, in a great many instances.
A  -1186 . Has your cash business increased ?—I t  has.

1187. What percentage does this system cost you on your turnover ?—I  should say from to 
3 per cent.

1188. Do all your customers take the coupons ?—No.
1189. Do you offer them to everybody ?—Only when they are asked for.
1190. Are you satisfied with the return you get for the per cent, on the turnover?—Yes ; the 

way the people pay cash where they used to book has more than compensated me for the outlay.
1191. Do the public appear to be satisfied with the system?— Very well satisfied in every case.
1192. Have you any restriction in your agreement with the company as to persons in youi trade 

who may be supplied with coupons ?—Yes, the prohibition extends from Alma-road to Carlisle-street ; 
that is, from the top of the hill to the town hall.

1193. S u p p o s i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y  w e r e  t o  s u p p l y  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  in t h a t  s t r e e t  w i t h  c o u p o n s ,  w o u l d  y o u  
9 w n a  • t t o  /H -FForonnn t l i p v  h n v A  m a d e  in  m v  c a s h  a n d  c r e d i t  w o u l d  Q u i t e  r e c o n c i l econ tinue  to  ta k e  th e m  ?— Y e s  ; t h e  d if ference  th e y  h av e  m a d e  in  m y  cash  and  c re d i t  w ou ld  q u ite

me "to an y  o u tlay .  v
1194 . I f  y o u r  t r a d e  rem a in ed  th e  sam e  as i t  is no w ,  you  w ou ld  be p e r fec t ly  sa t isn e a  I —  l e s .
11 95 .  I s  th e re  an y  e lem e n t  of g a m b l in g  in th e  sy s tem  ?— N o t  th e  s l ig h te s t .
1196. W h a t  n u m b e r  of co u po ns  do yo u  u s e ? — I g e t  them  ev e ry  fo r tn ig h t ,  I  m ay  p e rh a p s  g e t  

1,000, or so m etim es  m ore , in  a f o r tn ig h t  ; l a te ly  i t  h as  been  m ore  t h a n  1,000.
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1197. Do you consider this competition unfa ir?—No ; it assists me to compete with a man who 
can spend hundreds of pounds in advertising in the year, which I  could not afford to do. I  have not the 
capital.

1198. Does it assist you in any way in your purchasing power?—Yes, instead of having to give a 
certain number of bills as I  used to do, I never have to give one at all ; I  can go into the market and buy 
for cash.

1199. When you give bills you are tied to the man to whom you owe money ?— To a great extent 
that is so.

1200. Whereas now you can buy to the best possible advantage?— Yes.
1201. Have you reduced the wages of your employes ?—I  have none; I  do my own work.
1202. Who are the people who deal with you generally ?— Gfenerally the middle classes—people in 

business themselves, and artisans.

The witness withdrew.

William Joseph Peirce, examined.
1203. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— Manager for Mr. Hagan, a boot dealer in the 

Sydney-road, Brunswick.
1204. B y  Mr. Cold ham.— How long have you occupied that position?— Three years. I  have been 

in the boot business about twenty years.
1205. Is  Mr. Hagan’s business a large one?—I t  is the largest business in Brunswick.
1206. About how many employes are there ?—Four in the shop all the week, and seven on 

Saturday.
1207. How long has the coupon system been introduced in your business ?— Thirteen months.
1208. Were you the person who arranged for its introduction?—I  was.
1209. How did you come to adopt the system?— The canvasser from the Coupon Company called on 

me, and I  recommended it to Mr. Hagan. He was a little while before he took it, but he consented after 
a time.

1210. Before you introduced the coupon system, what was the proportion of your cash business to 
your credit business ?— About 50 per cent, was cash.

1211. Have you found the coupon system has increased the cash business ?— Yes.
12 12. To what extent ?— Fifty per cent, on the whole takings.
1213. Out of £100 that you take now, what proportion would be cash?— Seventy-five per cent.,

and it has increased the business as a whole 50 per cent.
1214. Are you able to form any opinion as to what sources your increase of business has been 

derived from ; has it been at the expense of local tradesmen, or of the large houses in town ?—The increase 
has arisen both from the coupons and from the increase in the population ; it is not altogether from the 
coupons.

1215. Certain individuals do business with you now who did not do business with you before.
Where did they trade before ?—I  think the majority of them traded in other suburbs.

1216. In addition to that there has been an increase in the population of Brunswick ?—Yes.
1217. Do you see any element of gambling in this system ?— None whatever.
1218. W hat restriction is there upon the sale of coupons by the company to other people in the 

same business as yourself ?— Out of about ten shops two are restricted, one on each side of me ; there are 
six shops within 50 yards of me, and two of them are restricted.

1219. Do any of the other shops use the coupons ?—Four other boot shops in Brunswick, but none 
within 50 yards of me.

1220. Supposing the shop next door to you were given coupons by the company, would you then 
give up taking the coupons ?— No, I  should still keep them on.

1221. Do you think that irrespective of the increase in trade you get advantages which justify you
in buying these coupons?— Yes.

1222. I f  the coupons were delivered next door to you, you might, not hold the whole of your 
increase in trade ?— No.

1223. Notwithstanding that, you would still keep them on?— I  would.
1224. Has any reduction been made in the wages of your employes ?—No, the wages have been 

increased to everybody, myself included.
1225. Is the quality of the goods the same?—Ju s t  the same.
1226. What class of people take advantage of this coupon system?— The poorer classes; people 

who buy expensive goods do not ask for them.
1227. WTiat percentage do you reckon the coupons would come to on your turnover ?— About 3^ 

per cent.
1228. And notwithstanding that 3^ per cent, you are perfectly satisfied?— Yes, perfectly.
1229. Is the 3^ per cent, upon the total turnover, both cash and credit?—Yes, a lot of people do not 

ask for them.
1230. I f  you sell £100 worth of goods you receive £75 in cash, and £25 you book ; you do not 

give coupons on the £25 ?— No.
1231. The most that you can give is 5 per cent, on the £75 ; that is only 3$ per cent, on the whole 

£100 ?—That is what I  made it, and I  have just got the year worked out. Of course I  pay so much 
towards them myself ; I  pay half on all over a certain amount per week, but I  get the benefit of it.

1232. Have the public expressed satisfaction with the system ?— Perfect satisfaction with every­
thing they have got.

1233. Did you give discounts for cash formerly ?—No.
1234. By the Hon. J . M. Davies.—Are you clear that the business was formerly 50 per cent, cash, 

and 50 per cent, credit ?—That was roughly speaking, as far as I  could judge.
1235. And that your gross takings, both cash and credit, amounted to 50 per cent, more after you 

took the coupons than they were before?—Ju s t  on 50 per cent.— the takings are almost double it is 
about 75 percent, increase.
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1236. 
whether they

1237. 
pretty well.

1238.
1239.
1240.
1241.
1242.

but not so much as I  have had.
1243. Have not some of those round you doubled their business without taking the coupons ?— 

I  am not aware of it.
1244. There is great prosperity in the district?—Yes.
1245. By the Hon. G. Godfrey.—Do you think the coupon system encourages a cash trade ?—Yes ; 

we do less booking.
1246. B y the Hon. A. 0 . Sachse. — Did you make many bad debts when you were booking ?—Yes.
1247. What percentage of bad debts did you make ?—I cannot say at all.

The witness withdrew.

B y the Hon. D. M elville.— All the businesses in Brunswick are increasing, are they not, 
take coupons or not ?—I do not know much about other businesses.
What were the Hoffman’s Brick Company doing fifteen months ago?—They were doing

What are they doing now ?—I cannot say.
Is not all the business round you increasing ?—Yes.
Are not rents going up ?—Yes.
Houses are being built all round you ?—Yes.
If there were 110 coupons would you not still expect an increase ?—I would expect an increase,

Robert Davison, examined.

1248. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business in Sydney-road, 
Brunswick.

1249. B y Mr. Coldham.—How long have you been in business?—I  have been in the same place 
for about 30 years.

1250. How many shops have you got ?—Only one.
1251. How many employes have you ?-—One employe and my son.
1252. Prior to your taking coupons, was your business both a credit and a cash one ?—Mostly credit. 

I  carry on a family business principally.
1253. What percentage of your business was credit before you took the coupons ?—I could not say 

—it was mostly all credit.
1254. When did you first take the coupons ?—A few months ago—perhaps two months ago.
1255. Have you found that the adoption of the system has made any difference in your business ?— 

Yes ; it has brought more cash to the place.
1256. Has it increased your total turnover?—It  has increased the cash trade—men who have been 

dealing with me have started to pay cash instead of running long accounts—those who have been in the 
habit of having goods entered are now paying cash.

1257. Does the system appear to give satisfaction to your customers ?—Yes, they like it.
1258. What do you think of it yourself?—I  am very pleased with it.
1259. Are you satisfied that some of the money should go to the company ?—Yes, because I  have

not so much money on the books.
1260. Would you be satisfied even if it did not increase your total turnover if it made an increase in 

the amount of cash you got monthly instead of booking ?—People get careless when things are entered,
and are not so smart in paying—I am quite satisfied ( 0  pay the money to the Coupon Company.

1261. Is there any restriction in your agreement as to the persons to whom the coupons should be 
supplied ?—Yes, no one else on the Sydney-road, Brunswick, from the Sarah Sands to Moreland has the 
right to have the coupons, except those who have them now.

1262. Have you made any alteration in the quality of goods you supply to customers ?—No.
1263. Have you made any alteration in the wages of your employe ?—No.
1264. Did you give any cash discounts before this coupon system came in?—Never.
1265. Do you give coupons to all your cash customers?—Yes.
1266. I t  has increased your business?—The cash business.
1267. Has it increased your business as a whole ?—Yes, a good deal of fresh trade has come.
1268. Is that attributable to the improvement in local conditions, or to the coupon system ?—To the

coupon system. . „ n  ,
1269. Where do you derive that business from ?—From the surrounding districts, from Uoburg

down.
1270. With what class do you deal ?—As a rule with the working class.
1271. People who purchase small quantities?—Yes, 10s., 15s., or £1 worth at a time.
1272. B y the Hon. W. Knox.— Two months is not very long to effect any important change in your

business ?—No. , , . , ,, , „ j.0
1273. B y the Hon. D. Melville.— Are there not about 25 grocers shops between those tv 0  po

you mention?— Yes, but at present only four have got the coupons on the Sydney-roa . , down
1274. Within what distance have you the monopoly of the coupon system . From my p

to Barkly-street ; there is a shop near there that has them. . , , ^ t ... . and
1275. G oing northward, can a n y o n e get them ? - N o t  further up the road, not between that and

1276 Onlv one man can get them?—There are four who have got them.
1277-. Where are the others ?—One at the corner of Moreland-road, another this side of the Old 

Court House hotel, then there is myself, and one at the Sarah Sands.
1278. You four control the place ?—Yes.
1279.' None of the larger grocers have them ?—
1 2 8 0 . W h a t num ber do y o u  g e t  th r o u g h  in  a w e e k  I l,OUU.



Edward Thompson, examined.

1281. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Wliat are you ?— A draper, a member of the firm of Thompson 
and Thomas, carrying on business at Footseray.

1282. B y M r. Cold ham .— IIow long have you been in business ?— About eight years.
1283. Is yours both a cash and a credit business ?—Yes.
1284. Prior to issuing the coupons, what proportion of your business was credit ?—From 25 per 

cent, to 30 per cent. The rest was cash.
1285. Did you give cash discounts to your customers before you got the coupons ?—None whatever.
1286. When did you first take the coupons ?— About fifteen months ago.
1287. Were any threats held out to you ?— Decidedly not, we took them of our own free will.
1288. What agreement did you have as to other persons in the same trade ?— We were advised that 

no one in the same street would get them.
1289. How long is the street ?—About 200 yards on each side of us.
1290. Has no one else in your business in that street got them ?—No, only one in another street.
1291. What effect has the coupon system had upon your business ?— It has materially increased it.
1292. Has it increased the turnover ?— Yes, and it has reduced the credit account. We have 

eliminated several credit accounts altogether, persons who have been in the habit of taking credit are now 
paying cash.

1293. What percentage does this system cost you upon the turnover?— I t  costs us from 3 percent, 
to 3^ per cent., some people do not take them, but the system has now got so well known to the public that 
they almost invariably take them, and we get very few refusals.

1294. Do you know anything to prevent any one else giving coupons to any one he pleases, on any 
goods he pleases ?— No, decidedly not.

1295. Suppose any one in the same street were to start giving out coupons, would you abandon the 
system ?— Decidedly not, we are satisfied to take our risks with our neighbours.

1296. Irrespective of the increase in business the thing is good in itself ?—Yes, the principle is 
good, it prevents a good deal of hardship to the tradesman and is an advantage to the customer. They can 
just as well pay cash for their goods as have them entered.

1297. How does it improve the position of the tradesman ?— He has an advantage in buying—he
has ready money, and can meet his obligations better. Our customers are perfectly satisfied with the
system, and are rather afraid of the coupons being injured in any w ay.

1298. I t  has been said that this is a monopoly ;.do you know that monopolies are quite common in 
your business ?—I  know, of such cases—not in mv own case ; but I  know instances where people in a 
larger way have been able to command a certain amount of cash capital, and have been able to obtain 
g r e a te r  advantages than we have been able to obtain ; but this system gives us the opportunity of com­
peting on the same footing, because we have the cash to make use of.

129V. Have you made any change in the quality of your goods ?— None whatever.
1300. Have you reduced your employes’ wages ?—No, we have rather increased them.
1301. Where does the increased business come from ?— We got that trade from local" sources, and

also neighbouring districts, Williamstown, Spottiswoode, Yarraville, Kensington, and Newmarket.
1302. Do you know whether the drapers in those places have got the coupons ?— There are none in 

Williamstown, there is one in Yarraville.
1303. Notwithstanding that the company are only restricted to a small area round you, they have 

not issued them in those outlying districts ?— We do not interfere with them at all.
1304. B y the Hon. D. M elville .— This is a tax  of 3^ per cent., what does that come out of ? —Out 

of our general cash takings.
1305. What pays the 3|- per cent. ?— The profits of the increased business.
1306. B y  the Hon. G. Godfrey.—Are your customers principally working people?—We find that 

the generality of people take the coupons now ; the better class people who pay cash for their goods 
take advantage of the coupons just the same as the working classes.

1307. Have you a large number of railway people as customers ?—Yes.
1308. Does this system encourage them to pay their tradesmen?—Yes, the chances are that if the

system is continued it will prevent a great many insolvencies.

The witness withdrew.

Mortimer Griffiths, examined.

1309. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— A boot dealer, carrying on business in Errol- 
street, North Melbourne.

1310. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business there ?— About eighteen years, in 
the shop I  am in at present.

1311. Was your business formerly both a cash and a credit one ?— Yes.
1312. Were you in the habit of giving discount to those who bought for cash ?— None whatever.
1313. When did you first become acquainted with the coupon business ?—About fifteen months 

ago. _ ;
1314. Did you undertake to take the coupons ?— Yes. ■' 1
1315. Of your own free will ?— Yes. _
1316. Did you examine into the system before you took it u p ? —Yes, I  gave it good consideration.
1317. Were you forced into it in any way?— No. _ , - ,
1318. W hat effect has it had on your business ?—I t  has increased it considerably it has incieasec 

the turnover.
1319. Has it made any difference in the credit business ?—I t  has reduced the credit business 

considerably and increased the cash business.
1320. Persons among your customers whom you were willing to give credit to before, now piefer o 

pay cash ?—Yes ; their names have been struck off the books and they have become cash customers.



Mortimer Griffiths, 
3rd November, 1899.

1321. Is that a desirable thing ?—Decidedly.
9 - 1322. What ad\ antage do you attach to that ? I  have been 33 years in business in Victoria, about
2o } eais in North Melbourne, and I  think that when a man does a credit business, no matter how safe he 
thinks it is, 5 per cent, will not clear his losses in bad debts. Then there is the extra expense in keeping 
books, the time consumed m which oiten encroaches on the Sunday morning, and all that to a great extent 
has been done away with. - ® -
i w Dooss the cash system give you any advantage in buying ?—It puts me in a considerably
better position in buying. 1 J

i1 Ho*' ^  e!m,bl6S yOU t0 &et bettor vaIue fov your money ?—Yes, I can buy better and sell better.
■ G customers reap the benefit of your improved facilities for buying?—In my opinion

they do. I  am not restricted in my choice.
1326. H a\ e the public expressed any opinion upon the system ?—They are very much pleased with 

the system,^and also with the doing away with credit and getting a discount.
132/. What restrictions are there upon the sale of coupons to other people in the same trade in 

your neighbourhood ? I he restriction is limited to a very small district—I should think about 50 yards 
on one side of me and about 150 yards on the other.

1328. How many competitors does that include ?—Five.
1329. Suppose those men were supplied with coupons, would that alter your opinion sufficiently to 

induce you to give up the system ?—I  do not think 1 should give up the system, but I would consider that 
when the event took place.

1330. I f  some other coupon company were to start distributing coupons in your neighbourhood 
would you then give up your contract with the company?—I  would not.

13ol. I t  has been suggested that this is a monopoly—what have you to say to that ?—I  do not see 
any monopoly in the system. There are many other monopolies, such as one person owning 40 or 50 shops, 
and monopolizing all districts. I f  Parliament is going to interfere at all, (hat is a matter it might interfere 
with. I  can mention in other trades, as well as my own, cases where, when a new article comes out, the 
shopkeeper who has that article in the first place takes it on the condition that he has the entire sale of it 
for his own district—that is quite common.

1332. Can you say what the percentage of cost is upon your total cash sales through adopting this 
system?— We bring it out at about 3 per cent.

1333. Have you had an opportunity of learning the feeling of other trades as well as your own in 
regard to the system ?— I have heard it spoken very well of in general.

The witness withdrew.

Reuben Auty, examined.
1334. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A  boot dealer, carrying on business at 384 

Smith-street, Collingwood.
1335. B y Mr. Coldham.—How long have you been in business ?—Fourteen years.
1336. During that time has your business been a cash business or a credit one ?—Both.
1337. Did you formerly give discount for cash payments ?—No.
1338. When did you first become acquainted with the coupon system ?—About fourteen months

ago. I  did not adopt it at once when the canvasser called upon me, but the following week I  sent word to
him to come in, and I  decided on having them. I am well satisfied with the system myself.

1339. About what number of coupons do you issue ?—I  have issued about 70,000 since I  have had
them.

1340. Have you found any difference in your business during that time ?— It  has about doubled.
1341. Has it made any difference in the proportion of cash sales to credit sales ?—I  have no credit 

sales at all now, it is all cash; I might get three credit sales in a month now, not more.
1342. What proportion of your business was cash before you started taking the coupons ?—It was 

about half and half.
1343. Have the people who used to deal with you as credit customers been converted into cash 

customers ?— They have.
1344. Have you lost any of your credit customers ?—No; they have not left me, but they are cash 

customers now.
1345. That is a distinct advantage to you ?—Yes, I  should be very sorry to see the coupons put 

down— they have saved me a lot of trouble in making out bills, and I  get a better name for my goods than 
I  did before; bad debts will give you a bad name,

1346. In  addition to the benefits you derive have your customers expressed any opinion about the
system ?— They seem to be perfect!}' satisfied.

1347. What restriction have you in your contract with the company ?—I  have no agreement at all.
1348. They can sell their coupons to the next door mart if they choose ?—Yes.
1349. What would you do if they did ?— I would have to fight against them ; one man in the street 

has had them and has given them up, but another man, as well as myself, has got them now.
1350. From what source do the extra customers come ?—Local trade, and a good deal is country

trade.
1351. How is the country trade attracted by the coupons ?—They do not come in on purpose to 

my shop, but when they are in from the country they call-upon me.
1352. How many boot dealers are there in that street?—About eight, I  think.
1353. Do you supply the same quality of goods that you did formerly ?—Yes.
1354. Do you make any difference in the wages of your employes ?—I  only employ my daughter,

her wages are increased. , . . 1
1355. B y the Hon. J. M. Davies.—Do you know why the other bootmaker gave up taking the

coupons ?—No.



Edward Lee, examined.
1356. B y  the Hon. the Chawman.— What are you ?—A  boot dealer, carrying on business at 245 Bay- 

street, Port Melbourne.
1357. B y Mr. Coldham .—How long have you been in business ?—About eighteen years.
1358. Was your business both cash and credit ?—Yes.
1359. What number of employes have you?—None ; I  manage my own business.
1360. Have you adopted the coupon system ?—Yes, for fifteen months.
1361. How has it answered ?—Very well.
1362. What proportion of your business was cash before you took up the system ?—The credit

business would be about 75 per cent, of the whole.
1363. Has any alteration been made in that percentage since you adopted the coupon system ?— 

Yes ; the credit business has been reduced. I t  is pretty well all gone now.
1364. Have people who were formerly credit customers changed themselves into cash customers of 

their own free will ?— Yes.
1365. That puts you in a better financial position ?—Far better.
1366. Can you suggest any other reason but the adoption of the coupon system why those people 

should have changed willingly from credit customers to cash?—No.
1367. Are the people with whom you have come in contact satisfied with the coupon system as far 

as you are concerned ?—Very well satisfied.
1368. Are there any restrictions as to the persons to whom this coupon system may be extended in

your neighbourhood ?— Yes, the restriction extends to 200 or 300 yards from me.
1369. How many does that restriction prevent from getting those coupons ?—About two in my line

of business. One man has got two shops, and he gives the coupons in one shop ; but he is restricted from
using them in the other by my agreement with the company.

1370. If  those two men were given the right to use the coupons within that radius what steps 
would you take. Would you continue taking them ?— I would, for the sake of the cash trade.

1371. That is sufficient to make up for the expense of buying the coupons ?—Yes.
1372. You are quite satisfied with the system yourself ?— Yes, quite.
1373. Have you been able to form any impression as to where the increase in your trade came 

from ?— I t  is local.
1374. How many coupons do you issue ?—About 2,000 or 3,000 per month.

The witfiess withdrew.

Samuel G. Gaylard, examined.
1375. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—What are you ?—A draper ; a member of the firm of Dimelow 

and Gaylard, Swan-street, Richmond.
1376. B y Mr. Coldham .—Is yours a cash business as well as a credit business ?—It  is a cash 

business only, and it has only been a cash business.
1377. Before you took up the coupons, did you give discount on cash payments ?—No.
1378. When did you first take up the coupon system ?— In September of last year.
1379. Did vou do it freely in the first instance ?— The firm that were there before I came had 

them, and we took them on with the business.
1380. How long have you given the coupons ?—We gave them up for a few months, but we give 

them now.
1381. How long did you continue them after you went there ?—About four or five months, I think.
1382. You would not give them up at all if you were satisfied with them ?— I t  was not altogether 

■ that, but we thought we could get on as well without them.
1383. Did you find it made any alteration in the business when you gave up the coupons ?—There 

might have been a trifle—nothing to speak of.
1384. After that you decided to take them again ?— Yes, about two months ago.
1385. Was that of your own free will ?— Yes.
1386. When you gave them up, did any other drapers adopt the system ?—Not in our own street.^
1387. What was the result when you took up the system again ?— It  improved our business ; it 

increased the total turnover.
1388. Has that increase continued ?— Yes.
] 389. Do you attribute that increase to the coupon system ?— Yes, I  think so.
1390. Are you likely to give them up again ?—I  think not so long as the trade is fairly payable.
1391. Immediately you find it is not paying you, you will give up the system ?—I think so.
1392. Have you kept up the quality of the goods you supply to your customers ?—Yes.
1393. Have you made any difference in the wages of your employes ? — None at all.
1394. How do the customers like the system?— They seem to like it.
1395. What percentage do you reckon the issue of these coupons comes to upon your turnover .

I  think it comes to about 3 or 31? per cent.
1396. Do you give them to everybody?— To everybody who asks for them.
1397. Does it appear to be an unfair method of advertising ?—No.
1398. Do you regard it as anything more than a way of advertising and keeping the cash business

together?—No. .
1399. Has it made any difference in the way you purchase goods ?—No, we always purchased for casn.
1400. Are you aware of other monopolies that exist in the drapery trade in the shape of specia 

concessions or special lines?— I do not remember any at present.
1401. B y Mr. DeaJcin.— Do you give coupons on all your lines of business ?—Yes.
1402. Do you do men’s business ?— Yes.
1403. Do they, as a rule, ask for coupons or take them ?— Yes, as a rule, they do.
1404. In the same proportion as women ?— We do not get as many men as women.

The witness withdrew.

A djou rn ed  to  W ednesday n ext, a t h a lf-past Three o’clock.
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TUESD A Y , 1 4 t h  NOVEMBER, 1 8 9 9 .  

Members "present:

The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. S argo o d , in  the Chair ;
The Hon. J .  M. Davies, 
The Hon. T. Comrie, 
The Hon. G. Godfrey,

The Hon. W. Knox,
The Hon. D. Melville, 
The Hon. A. 0 .  Sachse.

David McGrath, examined.

1405. B y the Hon. the Chawman.— What are you ?—A general storekeeper, carrying on business at 
Allendale, Creswick, and Kingston.

1406. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business?—Twenty years.
1407. How long is it since you adopted the coupon system in your business ?—Twelve months.
1408. Prior to the adoption of that system, was your business a cash or credit one ?—Largelv

credit.
1409. Could you give the Committee any idea of the percentage of cash to credit ?—About 80 per 

cent, credit and 20 per cent. cash.
1410. And since the introduction of the coupon system, have you found any difference in the 

proportion of cash to credit business ?— As far as I  can judge, I  should imagine it makes a difference of 10 
per cent, move cash.

1411. Then your business' is now 70 per cent, credit and 30 per cent, cash ?—Yes.
1412. Your increase in your cash turnover is not very large ?—No.
1413. Is the increase in the cash business caused by new customers, or by turning the old credit 

customers into cash ones ?—A number of my cash customers preferred taking the coupons to taking the 
discount for cash at the end of the month. I  should imagine about 5 per cent, take the discount, and the 
others take the coupons in preference to discount.

1414. Do you give coupons to credit customers ?—No.
1415. Do you give them to those who pay cash ?—I give coupons to those who prefer to take the 

discount in that form, and I give cash discounts at the end of the month to those who prefer to take cash 
in preference to the coupons.

1416. Have you found anything in the system inequitable or unjust ?—No, I found it to be fair and 
just, and it gave me an opportunity of giving to my small cash customers a discount for direct cash that I 
hardly could have otherwise given. I  could give a small discount to those who paid at the end of the 
month, but I  had no method of giving a discount to the small cash purchasers, those who paid me direct 
cash and with whom I  ran no risk. I had their money immediately, and I  thought they ought to have 
some advantage over those who were compelling me to keep books.

1417. I t  was necessarily the wealthier class of customer to whom you gave the cash discounts, but 
you had no means of giving the small buyers the benefit ?—No, not until I  adopted the coupon system.

1418. As far as your relationship with your rival traders is concerned, have you observed anything 
inequitable, to your mind—anything that renders this illegitimate trading ?—No ; I  found most of my 
rivals adopted other systems—some the cash system, and others adopted a system by which goods, in the 
shape of discount, were purchased from themselves.

1419. Have you sweated your employes in order to pay this sum to the Coupon Company 1— 
I  consider I  earn the sum that I  pay from the additional money that I  receive in the more direct method. 
I  can claim my own discount, as it gives me an opportunity of paying cash and claiming my discoutits from 
the merchants from whom I purchase.

1420. Do you charge the same prices for your goods as hitherto, and supply the same quality ? ~  
I  charge the same prices and supply the same quality of goods, taking the ordinary variations of the 
market.

1421. You have not a grocer’s licence ?—No.
1422. With regard to those who have a licence, how does this system affect them ?—This system 

affects our district very seriously, and I could thoroughly understand a Bill being introduced with a view 
to an alteration of the law in that direction. In the whole shire of Creswick there is not a single grocer’s 
licence, and in the two neighbouring boroughs there are a considerable number of grocers with licences, 
and those who have them have a considerable monopoly over the others whom they are competing 
against, owing to the fact that they can supply commodities that we are debarred from supplying.

1423. They have a Government monopoly ?—Yes.
1424. And that seriously interferes with you as a private trader ?—Very seriously indeed, besides, 

I  think, interfering with the general community as a whole.
1425. Have you had any opportunity of judging as to the class of goods supplied by this company ?

—I  first heard the statement made by various persons that this Coupon Company would not give value for
the coupons, and I adopted the rule of requiring the whole of my customers to bring their articles to me 
so that I  might use my judgment upon their value—I  was determined that my customers should get fair 
value. I viewed the articles, and, as far as my judgment goes, they have been to the full satisfaction of
my customers during the last twelve months. , . . . ' T

1426. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Being a grocer, are you in a position to judge . 1 am in the
drapery line and fancy goods as well, and keeping an all-round general store I  have a fair knowledge of
the value of general commodities. . o r  +

1427 B y Mr. Coldham.— Were you bullied into taking up this system ?— I saw the system
advertised and I  had long been thinking of some method of giving my customers who paid direct cash an
advantae-e’ over those who insisted on booking. I  thought this a good idea, and I  sent my son to
Melbourne to interview the manager of this company, and lie was informed that until they opened a 
branch in Ballarat they were not prepared to give me the coupons.
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14*28. Supposing the coupons were stopped, what effect would it have upon you ?—I  should think 
it would injuie niv business to a certain extent, 1 consider X am at liberty to conduct nay business in what 
way I think fit, and if the coupon system wereabolished I  should consider my liberty had been very largely 
interfered with by the Legislature of this colony. &

1429. Where do your customers redeeuv their coupons ?—In Ballarat.
1430. B y Mr. D eakin .—How far is Allendale from Ballarat ?—Sixteen miles by rail.
1431. Is there any agreement between you and the Coupon Company as to the issue of coupons to

any other traders in the places in which you carry on business ?—Yes, the understanding I  made was 
that, as I  was a draper and also a grocer, I claimed the right in the particular towns in which I  carried on 
as a grocer only to issue the company’s coupons. I  claimed no right against their issuing coupons to 
shoemakers and others carrying on business in the same places— no right against any other person.

1432. B y the lion. J. M. Davies.— I  understood you to say you claimed the right to issue those 
coupons wherever you carried on business as a grocer. What discount did you give before you adopted 
the coupon system ?—2^ per cent.. on all goods. I  do not. include flour, sugar, tobacco, and patent
medicines, as I consider the profits on those will not permit me to give the discount the Coupon Company’s
tickets demand. I  do not give coupons on those articles, but I  do on kerosene.

1433. Uo you issue the coupons without the customer asking for them?— Always. Although it is 
a regulation not to give them, I  look upon it that a cash customer is entitled to the coupons to the amount 
of his purchases.

1434. When you had the cash discount you gave it to them as a matter of business ?—Yes.

The witness withdrew.

Adam Ram age, examined.

1435. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?—A  grocer, carrying on business at Ballarat.
1436. B y Mr. Coldham— You are a member of the firm of Ilarber and Ram age ?—Yes.
1437. You carry on business at Bridge-street, Skipton-street, Lydiard-street, and C res wick-road ?

— Yes.
1438. Is your business partly cash and partly credit ?—No, always cash.
1439. Did your firm, prior to coming into contact with the Coupon Company, give cash discounts, 

and if so, what ?— No, I did not give any cash discounts.
1440. Do you now give coupons ?— We do.
1441. By way of cash discounts ?—Yes, to all our customers, whether they need them or not.
1442. How long have you been doing that ?—About six months.
1443. What has been the result, as far as you have been able to observe ?—The result has been an 

expansion of business.
1444. You are paying 5 per cent, of your turnover now which you were not paying before the 

coupon system was adopted ?— It would run out to about 4 per cent.
1445. How do you reduce it from 5 to 4 per cent. ?— Say a person buys an article at lOd. you would 

give him only one coupon, or perhaps he spends 2s. l id . ,  in that case he would get only five coupons, 
instead of six.

1446. Then by that means you gain in the long run ; it makes no difference in the cost of adver­
tising ?—None whatever.

1447. So that you are enabled to compete on a 4 per cent, basis ?—Yes ; we get the cash and we 
are enabled to buy at more than a 5 per cent, profit.

1448. You have always taken cash ?— No, my partner and I both had businesses, and we closed up 
two of our businesses to start on this cash principle—we found the coupon system was an aid to cash 
business.

1449. Then I  understand that prior to- introducing the coupon system you had both a cash and 
credit business ?— Yes ; there were two distinct businesses in different streets.

1450. Then you ran the two businesses apart from one another ?—Yes ; we worked up this business 
so as to give up the credit business—my partner got out of his and I  got out of mine.

1451. During the whole of your cash career you have adopted the coupon system 'Yes, we
have.

1452. Did you take up the coupon system for the purpose of your cash business, or was it the 
coupons that showed you the way ?— The coupons induced us to try it on account of getting the cash.

1453. Have you found that this system of discounts has been well received by the public ?—Yes, 
exceptionally so.

1454. Does it appear to be more satisfactory than the system of giving a discount in the shape of a 
current coin of the realm ?—They only want the green coupon, and no other— we have offered them both, 
but they will have the green coupon.

1455. Do you mean they would not take cash discounts if 2s. 6u. or 5s. were coming to them ?— 
We find they prefer the coupons.

1456. Have you a grocer’s licence ?—None whatever.
1457. Plenty of people round you have them ?— Yes, undoubtedly they have.
1458. Does the Government licence tell against you ?— Yes, it improves the business of those who 

have a licence.
1459. Does it reduce yours ?—Undoubtedly it does.
1460. In  what way ?— They can cut things at an exceptionally low figure on account of making it 

up on the wines and spirits ; they make that their lever, their solo aim is to sell wflnes and spirits, and 
they cut the groceries at a low price.

1461. They would give them away practically with a boltle of wine ?—Practically.
1462. Are you aware of this opposition in Ballarat to the coupon system?—Yes, I  am.
1463. How does that come about?— Certain individuals connected with the trade had the coupons 

offered to them, and they refused to take them, and when a success was made of them they brought all the 
opposition they could.
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l \ m 4' i8,?™6 ha4 [ efl}setl to take them They lmtlthe opportunity, but. they would not touch them, nearly all had the opportunity. J ’
146o. Can you give the names of those who have had them offered t,o them ?—Yes.

. 14(!6- H as this system resulted in your reducing the wages of your employes, or compelled you to 
keep lnienor goods ? We pay top wages, and keep the best articles ; no rubbish whatever.

1467. You are satisfied to pay this 4 per cent?— Certainly.
1468. B y Mr. Deahin. What is your area of limitation?—North, south, east, and west.
1469. I  mean, within what area are you the sole issuer of the coupons ; have you not an under­

standing with the company issuing coupons ?—Only so far as Lydiard-street is concerned. I  might 
explain that we understood that, as far us Lydiard-street was concerned, nobody was to have them, and 
I  have found that others have them in one or two streets who Avere supposed not to.

1470. Do you mean to say the agreement AAras broken with you ?—-I suppose to that extent it was ; 
AAre do not ivant a monopoly.

1471. Did you have an understanding as to each shop ?— Only as to Lydiard-street alone ; not as 
regards the others at all. ‘

14 7 2 .  B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— I n  re fe re n c e  to th e  l ic e n s in g ,  y o u  h a v e  a g r e a t  g r ie v a n c e  b e c a u s e  
i t  is s u c h  a h u g e  m o n o p o ly — y o u  Avould l ik e  th e  A c t  a l tered  ?— Y e s ,  u n d o u b te d ly .

1473. You think those who have grocers’ licences have an . advantage oyer you ?—Undoubtedly 
they have ; that is the experience of the trade—anybody who has been in it knows that. >

1474. Did you ever try to establish a discount business for cash ?— Yes, in a tea business I  was 
connected with for eighteen months, and I  found it a moral impossibility—you could not give them the 
cash.

1475. How much did you offer them ?—About 5 or 6 per cent, in the shape of a rebate—we offered 
them a pound of Is. 6d. tea at Is. 4d., but it would not take on at all.

1476. You find they prefer the coupons in preference to hard money?—Yes, that is my experience.
1477. You say you have fried this cash discount business, but it would not take on at all ?—They 

will'not be bothered.
1478. But they like the coupons ?— That is it.
1 4 7 9 .  B y the Hon. T. Comrie.— I n s t e a d  o f  r ed u c in g  th e  p r ice  o f  t h e  t e a  fro m  Is .  6d. to  Is .  4 d . ,  

if y o u  h a d  offered  y o u r  cu s to m e rs  a d i s c o u n t  o f  2d. in  cash ,  w o u ld  t h e y  n o t  h a v e  ta k e n  i t  ?—T h e  b u s in e s s  
w a s  so l im ited .'  - -

1480. You lcnoAV it is very hard to tell the value of tea by simply looking at it ?—My experience is 
the public are very keen nowadays.

1481. Supposing-they had said to you they would take that tea if you gave them a real cash 
discount?—We offered it that way as well, but it did not seem to take on.

1482. If  there is such a fascination about the green coupons they must be of more value than 
12s. 6d. in actual silver ?—I find it is almost on a par with bank notes ; they can fill up a book so much 
more quickly that it seems to concentrate their efforts in doing so.

1483. W o u ld  y o u  g i v e  a c a sh  d i s c o u n t  to a p e rso n  Avho b o u g h t  10s .  or os.  Avorth o f  g o o d s  ?— Y e s ,  
w e  w o u ld  g i v e  th e m  t h e  a c tua l  c a sh  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  ta k e  it, b u t  t h e y  prefer  t h e  g r een  coupon .

1484. But before you adopted the coupon system ?—It  did not take on at all—it was not worth 
bothering with.

1485. I  suppose you take cash in the shape of discount from your merchants ?— Undoubtedly we do.
1486. You yourself would not prefer to get coupons?—As long as it was the face value I. would 

take them, I  mean the same value as you would pay the company for them.
1487. I  am asking you would you take coupons from your merchants ?—As long as I  could exchange 

them for the equivalent in cash I Avould.
1488. Would you be willing to take them from your merchants?—That is rather a vague 

question ; it may or may not suit me. If I  could melt them down into money at their face value I  would.
1489. Do your customers not want to melt them into money ?—No, they are satisfied.
1490. I  want to know whether you yourself would be satisfied to take those coupons for your

discount instead of cash ?—If it was the real face value.
1491. But taking things as they are ?—I do not really see the force of the question. I  take cash 

discounts, but if the merchant gave me co-operative coupons, and it was the rule to give them for cash, I  
would take them.

1492. I  want to know whether you would take them as discount for your own use, the same as your
customers do?— If it A\ras the real \ralue I  would take them, certainly.

.1493. But taking things as they really are ?—If I  were dealing Avith a merchant, and I  spent £100, 
and my discount was 5 per cent., I  would take it in coupons.

1494. You would take-£2  10s. worth of coupons in place of £2 10s. in sovereigns ?—Yes.
1495. Even though you had to use those coupons in purchasing articles ?—Yes ; I  would take them 

that Avay ; they Avould suit me just as Avell as discount. _
1496. Would the Co-operative Coupon Company give you a discount for cash ?—It  would be very

slight.
The xoitness withdrew.

Hugh Lonie, examined.
1497. B v the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A grocer, at Ballarat.
1498. B y Mr. Cold ham.— Where do you carry 011 business?— In Skipton-street and Eureka-street.
1499. H oav  long have you been carrying on business ?—About twelve years.
1 ^00 Are vou a member of the Grocers’ Association ? Yes.
1501 For how long have you been a member of that body ?— Since it was formed ; I am an

original 1 ^  ^  business a cash and credit one ?—Yes ; always has been.
150L You have adopted the coupon system?—Yes, since it first came to Ballarat.
1504* How long is that ?—About twelve months ; I am not sure of that.
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1505. Have you found any advance has been made in your business by means of that coupon 
system ?—I  find we take more cash in place of credit.

1506. Does it increase your general turnover?—Yes.
1507. Could you give me any percentage, approximately ?— I  think it must be about 15 per cent.
1508. What is the increase in the proportion of cash to credit?—I  think it is pretty well half now.
1509. What was it previously ?—I t  was formerly 25 per cent, cash and 75 per cent, credit.
1510. It is hardly necessary to ask you if that suits you ?— It  suits me very well.
1511. I  presume you consider the system desirable?— I do.
1512. On what grounds do you find it an advantage ?—I  get more money to work on.
1513. I t  increases your purchasing power and enables you to buy to greater advantage ?—I t  does.
1514. Do you give coupons to credit customers ?—I  do not. I  do to the cash customers, if they 

ask for them, and I  find they generally ask.
1515. Have you got a grocer’s licence ?—No, I  wish I had.
1516. Supposing on the ono hand you had the option of a grocer’s licence, and on the other, the 

coupon system, which would you choose ?—I  would take the grocer’s licence undoubtedly.
1517. You think it would be better for your business than the coupon system ?—I  think it is the 

greatest monopoly in the country.
1518. Do you supply inferior goods in consequence of the introduction of the coupon system?— 

We always keep the best goods, and always have done so, and we charge a fair price.
1519. Do you cut down your employes’ wages ?—No.
1520. How did you come to adopt the coupon system ?— My object in taking up the coupon system— 

in the first instance I  was rather against it, but other people came into the district—my opposite neighbour, 
a new man, was selling at a price I could not buy goods for, and I  took up the coupons as a protection 
against this sort of thing.

1521. You found it protected you against undercutting ?— Yes.
1522. Do you see anything illegitimate in using these coupons for preventing that undercutting?— 

I  think the poor people who spend, say, 5s. have some right to a return for the money, because if I  pay 
£100 for goods I get per cent, discount for cash, and the customers who book with me sometimes go 
two or three months without paying, and sometimes I  do not get the money at all.

1523. We understood that there was a strong feeling against this coupon system at Ballarat; the 
Grocers’ Association was against it ?— Yes, the Grocers’ Association was against it, but I am not.

1524. W hat do you mean by saying the association are against it ?— The majority are.
1525. The association is not much divided ?—Not much ; they are pretty unanimous.
1526. Have any of those who form the majority adopted the coupon system?—Yes ; some of those 

are opposed to the coupon system, and yet they keep coupons.
1527. You have two sets of men, the men who will not take them and the men who cannot get 

them ?— Yes.
1528. How is it that Ballarat has taken such a pronounced stand in connexion with this matter, 

and sent in this petition. Mr. McGregor comes down with a huge petition, which is before the Com­
mittee ?— My own private opinion is that an organized effort has been made to work up a feeling against
the system. I  know that the majority of (he grocers are of my own idea. There is in Ballarat what we 
call the “ cut-throat” element, and it is those people who have got up this agitation. I  will say there 
are some respectable grocers in Ballarat who do not adopt the coupon system, but my impression is that it 
is those people who are trying to undersell their neighbours who are making the greatest objection to the 
system ; that is my impression, from an intimate knowledge of the whole affair.

1529. Was there an attempt made in Ballarat to get a petition signed ?—I  believe so ; it was 
brought round to my shop, but I  did not sign it, and I have signed none.

1530. Who got up that petition ; it seems to have disappeared ?—I  do not know anything about 
the petition. I  could not really tell you.

1531. B y  the Hon. G. Godfrey.— Do you consider this coupon system encourages thrift in Bal­
larat ?—I do.

1532. You think the people who get those coupons might otherwise spend lvhat they represent 
at the wine and spirit store or public-house?— Yes, they get an encouragement to pay their money 
down and save up those coupons with the idea of getting something for Christmas or something of 
that sort— it encourages a lot of people to save. The question has not been asked me with regard
to the value of those goods which they get. It has been stated that they do not get a fair value,
but I  can honestly say that the people who have got coupons from my shop have been more than 
satisfied with the goods from the company.

1533. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— You are a member of the Grocers’ Association?—Yes.
1534. That association, as a whole, is opposed to these coupons ?— Yes.
1535. The bulk of the members were opposed to this system ; were they the men who wanted 

to do the underselling?— Those who got up this opposition.
1536. There are some respectable grocers in Ballarat, though, opposed to the system ?—Yes.
1537. Would you be sorry yourself if the coupon system were abolished ?— I would not break 

my heart, but if no one could get them the “ cu t-throat” man would come in.
1538. T hat man cannot go on long ; he cuts his throat eventually?— But he cuts mine in the

meantime.
1539. He can do that now ?— He cannot—the people come to me and they pay a fair price 

because they get the coupons ; lots of them come for that reason.
1540. Some of those cut-throat people could get coupons ?— They could not afford to get

them.
1541. You say you would not break your heart if the whole thing were abolished ?—No, I  

would try and live I suppose ; I think the system is fair and equitable, as far as I  can see.
1542. B y  the Hon. T. Cotnrie.— The reason the system suits you is that you can get better prices 

for your goods ?—'Yes, 1 consider fair prices.
1543. B y the Hon. D. M elville.— Some of those cut-throat people have also the coupons ?— They do 

not live in my district.



Hugh Lonie, 
14th November, 1899.

\ w  Z 0“ fa t i 0lutely ef Clude the“  fr0m ^ettinS the coupons ? - I  cannot exclude them, 
they may 7 7 ^  P 6n°Ugh t0 “ CuV’ they are able to 6et hold of the coupons ? - Y e s ,

n 1 15<?6' P<°uS that ami them Sti11 further—you do not mean to tell the Committee the men vou 
as cut-throat cannot get the coupons ?— There arc certain people who cannot get them.

104/. m a t  is not what I  asked—do you mean to say those men who are in active competition with 
you, whom you call cut-throats,” cannot get those coupons ?—No, they cannot—the people I refer to 
cannot I  do not refer to the Grocers’ Association, but to the district I  am in.
u n i 1? 18' ^ ' 6 bai’red from &etting them—have you made it a part of your agreement that they 

shall be barred . It. is only an understood agreement.
buy at 1549' Y ° U baV6 b°yCOlted them No> they b°ycott me—they sell at a lesser price than I  can

The witness withdrew.

William Henry Potter, examined.
1550. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A grocer, in Moorabool-street, Geelong.
1551. B y Mr. Coldham.—How long have you been in business as a grocer?— Thirty-five years 

seventeen of which I  have been iu business for myself. ’
1552. During the time you have been in business on your own account have you carried on both a 

cash and a credit business ?—I have.
1553. Have you adopted the coupon system ?—I  have.
1554. Might I  ask you, prior to the adoption of the coupon system, about what percentage of your 

business was cash and what credit ?—About 75 per cent, was booking and 25 cash.
1555. Did you adopt the coupon system of your own free will, or under compulsion ?—I  adopted it 

of my own free will.
1556. After inquiry as to the benefits or otherwise of the system?—I  made full inquiries at first, 

and fully satisfied myself that it was a legitimate means of increasing my business. I agreed on taking 
the coupons on trial to continue for six months, and at the end of that time I was to give them up if it 
was not satisfactory.

1557. Has the six months expired ?—Yes.
1558. And you have kept on ?— Yes, I  have—I am fully satisfied that the system is a just one.
1559. Has its introduction into your business made any difference in your total turnover ?—Very 

slight. I do not know that I  have an increase of customers, but a number of my old customers who were 
in the habit of paying monthly or quarterly, and leaving balances, have paid up, and adopted the cash 
system.

1560. What percentage of your customers are now cash as compared with credit?— One half.
1561. Is that a desirable state of things to yourself ?— Yes, very.
1562. In what way ?—That I have the cash at my disposal, whereas formerly it was on my books.
1563. Have you made any difference in the quality of the goods supplied, or in the wages paid to

your employes ?—I  have made no difference in the quality of the goods, and I  have raised the wages of
my men.

1564. To what do you attribute that?—I attribute it to the coupon system, having more cash at 
my disposal.

1565. Do you see anything unjust or inequitable in the adoption of this system ?—I  can see nothing. 
Formerly I  held a wine and spirit licence, but now I  have none—I gave it up on principle. I f  there was 
anything wrong in this system I  am prepared to say I  shall have nothing more to do with it, but so far I  
fail to see there is anything wrong whatever, and I  may say that my customers, without a single exception, 
are satisfied with it—they have expressed themselves as being fully satisfied.

1566. Mr. Harwood has asked a previous witness whether the customers would be contented to
take their cash discounts in lieu of coupons ?—I scarcely think that is a pertinent question.

1567. Might I  ask what it would mean if you took 2 \  per cent, discount in butter dishes, trays, and 
such articles on the whole of your turnover out of a shop like the Co-operative Coupon Company’s ; would 
it not mean you would have to set up a shop of your own to sell such things ?—I would be quite willing 
to take it in goods I was dispensing to my customers.

1568. You do not deal in butter dishes and things of that sort ?—No.
1569. Five pounds would enable a customer to get some useful article for the house ?—Yes.
1570. But I  suppose a 3d. or 6d. in discount would not be very easy to find at the end of the 

month, when you wanted to buy anything with your saved discount ?—No, it would not.
1571. B y the Hon. the Chawman.— Do you mean you would be prepared to take those coupons in 

lieu of discount, provided your merchant would take them from you, as if they were sovereigns ?—Yes, if 
he would give me goods to their value.

1572. B y Mr. Coldham.— If  you could go to your Co-operative Company and get the goods you 
required at the same price as from other people, you would go without hesitation ? Yes, as long as I  got 
what I  wanted.

1573. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— Is  it your experience that your customers prefer coupons to
cash ?—I have never tried that alternative.

1574. B y the Hon. T. Comrie.—Would you be satisfied to take tea or sugar, or any other com­
modity at the retail value ; you say you could not do with those teapots and plates ? Certainly not.

1575. You would expect your wholesale merchant to give you saleable goods for those coupons ?—
Y  es

1576. B y the Hon. D. M elville.— Are your immediate neighbours debarred from getting the 
coupons ? - N o t  that I am aware of. I  am not given to understand that.

1577 You have not entered into an agreement that no other grocer shall have coupons r—1 made

no such^agree^  ^  j j 0n. T. C. Harwood.—You would not ask for it ?—I would object.



IV, ir. Potter,’ 
14th NovenibeiV:1839

1579. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.—You think the coupon system is a good one ?—I  have no doubt of
it. I  am perfectly satisfied it is a legitimate business.

1580. Could not you yourself issue coupons of your own ?—Possibly I could, but I have never 
thought of such a thing,

1581. Then your customers with those coupons would buy goods from you ?— They do not always 
want groceries ; the coupons enable them to get other things besides groceries.

1582. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— Supposing you issued coupons yourself and redeemed them 
in cash, how would that work?—I do not think it would take so well. I  have not considered that."

1583. B y the Hon. T. Comrie.—Your customers would never object to take goods in every-day 
use as compared with those flimsy articles ?—Probably not. I could not say from experience.

1584. I t  would be a more useful thing to get goods in every-day use ?—Perhaps so.

The witness withdrew .

William Henry Blezard, examined.
1585. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You are a butcher carrying on business, in what street?— 

Victoria-strect, Mnir-street, and Main-road, Ballarat.
1586. B y Mr. Coldhnm .— IIow long have you been carrying on business in Ballarat ?—Six years.
1587. Prior to your taking up the co-operative coupons, was yours a cash and credit business both ? 

— It  has been a cash business all through.
1588. Before you took up this co-operative coupon system you had a system that you introduced 

yourself?—Yes.
1589. What was the nature of that system ?—I have one of my coupons that will explain it better

than I  can— I mean in less words— [producing the same~\. If a customer comes in and spends 3d. we mark
it on the face of the coupon— that shows the extent of the purchases.

1590. Did they redeem this at your own shop ?—T es.
1591. To redeem those it would be necessary for you to purchase the goods from the wholesale

houses, and then you retail to them at retail prices ?—No, I retail them at wholesale prices. I  give them
the benefit.

1592. I t  says here “ 2s. 6d. worth of these coupons will give you one glass.” What does that 
mean?— Whatever is marked on the coupon represents the money they have spent. If they spend Is. we 
would mark it like that— \shoivinr/~\. They would have to spend 30s., and the coupon would be marked 
30s.

1593. What is the rate of discount allowed on these coupons of your own ?—We allow a discount of 
Id. in each shilling.

1594. That would be about 8 per cent.?— Is. 8d. in the pound.
. 1595. Why was it you gave this up ?—I  have not given it up ; I  have the two running together.

1596. Why did you take up the new system when you had this old system working satisfactorily ?—
Some of my customers wanted to come under the new system. Under the Co-operative Company’s system 
they get only 5 per cent., but they wanted them. I was giving them 8 per cent. I found on the small 
things my system was better ; they could exchange them often or. I f  they spent 4s. it meant a dinner-plate, 
and it was in use immediately.

1597. They had not to wait for the 12s. 6d. worth of coupons?— No.
1598. How long have you been using the Co-operative Company’s coupons ?—About twelve months.

Under that system they receive about 5 per cent., so I am saving 3 per cent, on the transaction.
1599. How was it you came to adopt the coupon system ?—I  worked the matter out, and I found it 

was much better for me to give the customers who paid me cash over the counter and carried their goods 
away a discount of Is. 8d. in the £1 than it did to give them credit, and cart the goods out. I  save 2d. 
in the shilling after giving them the discount.

1600. Then the tax of 5 per cent., to induce the cash business does not hurt the butchering trade ?
—No.

1601. I  suppose your coupons were issued by yourself, with the view to attract custom ?—Yes, 
naturally. I  did not ask questions as to where the business came from.

1602. Have you ever read this Bill to prevent the use of trading stamps coupons ?—I have
seen it.

1603. I t  says that no person shall give any coupon entitling the purchaser to demand any property 
other than that actually sold or exchanged, and that no person other than the person selling or disposing 
of property shall deliver any goods upon presentation of such coupon ; do you see any advantage to be
gained in one system as compared with another at tho expense of those who do not adopt the coupon
system ?—I  do not see any difference.

1604. You have to run your business against men who “ cut ” in the butchering trade?—We “ cut 
ourselves ; we are going by the name of “ cutting ” butchers.

1605. You manage to give your customers a cash discount of Is. 8d. in the £1, and you could afford 
to give thorn twice as much ?— Yes ; of course, it depends on the bulk of the business.

1605. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey.—Do you consider the co-operative system encourages greater thrift 
than yours ?—No, I do not think so. In proportion, we do not give as many co-operative coupons as we 
do our own.

1607. You think both systems encourage thrift ?—Yes, just the same.
1608. B y the Hon. T. Comrie.—You are a butcher only ?—Yes ; we have no other business. We 

give these goods away, but we have to purchase them.

The witness ivilhdreiv.

John Hamilton, examined.
1609. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— Grocer, of Dimmmond-streeI, Ballarat.
1610. B y Mr. Coldham,— IIow long have you been carrying on business?—Twelve years.



. ^ nor t0 the introduction of the coupon system, was it a cash business that you were carryino-
on ;•—Gash and credit combined.

1612. W hat ])evcentago cash, and what credit?—About 75 per cent, credit, and 25 per cent. <
1613. Arc you a member of the Grocers’ Association in Ballarat ?—I  am not now I was 

August of this present year. ’
1614. How many grocers are there altogether on the register of the association for the Ballarat

c as h ,  
u p  t i l l

1615. Have you adopted the coupon system ?—Yes.
1616. Since you have adopted it, have you found any alteration in your business ?—We have ; it

has resulted in an increased cash trade.
1617. Was there any appreciable increase of the general turnover ?—Slightly.
1618. What difference has it made in the percentage of cash takings compared with credit book­

ings ?—Just, about half—it is about 50 per cent, cash now—it has doubled.
1619. So you consider the coupon system desirable from your point of view ?—Yes, I do.
1620. Arc you one of those gentlemen spoken of as “ cutting” grocers ?— No, I  am not.
1621. Do you find thus system is a good one, and one that is favorably received by the public ?—It 

is favorably received by those who deal with us.
1622. Were you in the habit, of giving cash discounts to your cash customers before this system was 

introduced ?— No.
1623. Then this means an extra tax on your cash takings ?—Yes.
1624. What is the benefit you obtain from the system ?— We get more ready money, instead of 

having the money on our books waiting for months.
1625. And I suppose it reduces the amount of bad debts ?— Yes.
1626. Are the public satisfied with the goods they get in exchange for their coupons ?—l e a n  

hardly say ; we have not adopted the system for such a great "while ; it is only three months ago that wre 
started it.

1627. How long is it since that Grocers’ Association was formed ?— About twelve months.
1628. About the same time as the Co-operative Company was introduced ?—Yes.
1629. Was there any connexion between the two things?—There "was ; one was brought about by 

the other.
1630. Which was the first ?—The coupon system.
1631. This association was formed to work against those who adopted the coupon system ?— It 

was formed in order to combine against the coupons, so that members would not take advantage of the 
coupon system.

1632. You belonged to it in the first instance as a vice-president?-:—Yes, I did.
1633. You were opposed to the coupons at. that time?—Yes.
1634. When did you proselytize yourself to the coupons— why were you influenced ?—Because 

there were others "who took up the coupons, and a great portion of our customers were running after them, 
and, in order to keep up our business, we took up the coupons.

1635. There were other people actively fighting you in the same street, and they did not prevent 
your getting the coupons ?—Not actually in the same street.

1636. But near enough to influence your business ?—Yes.
1637. Have you found this has been a satisfactory remedy ?—Yes, it lias enabled us to retain 

customers, and to regain some who had gone.
1638. Are those who have remained in the association hostile to the coupon system, or do they

take advantage of i t?— There were a few of the association who still remained. Yv hen I  decided to take
up the coupon system I  decided to, resign as a member of the association.

1639. B y the Ron. T. C. Harwood.— You took those coupons in self-defence ?— Yes.
1640. To get back your customers who had gone away to others ?—Yes.
1641. Had you any idea of -getting other people’s customers ?—No, I  did not want anybody else’s 

customers. I  merely wanted to protect ourselves.
1642. You consider you have done that ?—We have, and we have a few other customers. We do 

not object to their coming to us.
1643. That is satisfactory to you ?—Y"es.

. 1644. But will it be satisfactory to those who have lost them ?— They can do as we have done.
1645. Would it be a serious thing if the coupons were abolished and no one had them ?—No ; it 

would place us all on the same footing as we were before.
1646. Did you give no discount at all to the 25 per cent, of your cash customers ?—No.
1647. Then there was no advantage to them in paying cash ; they might as well have had credit ?

Just as well. . , .
1648. I t  is usual to give a discount to encourage cash payments ?—Not in our ousmess.
1649. You never give any discount at all to the 25 per cent, of your turnover ?—No.
1650. B y  the Hon, J . M. Davies.— An so many customers now pay cash who formerly had credit how 

do they manage to get the cash?—Instead of letting an account go for a fortnight they pay as t ley tto.
1651. Where do they get the cash from ?—Ju s t  the same, I  suppose, as they used to find the money

pay b i l l s ^  ^  mean they get credit from other people to a greater extent than they did before m
order to pay cash to get those coupons ?—In some instances it may be so.

1653 To that extent it would be a burden to others giving credit . 1 es. _
1654* B y  the Ron. the Chairman.— Do you think, taking the aggregate of the various businesses, 

that the cred it hasdecreased, or that the other shops have increased their credit business, and you have 
increased your cash ?—Yes ; in some cases they might come to us with their ready money, and book at

other places. ^  ^  egate booking WOuld be the same—it would not be decreased ?—We had the same
thing to contend against in our business before we took the coupon system up.



Robert Williams, examined.
1656. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A butcher, carrying on business in Moorabool- 

street, Geelong.
1657. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business in Geelong?— Six years.
1658. Was your business a cash business and a credit business before you took up the coupon 

system ?—Yes.
1659. What percentage was cash, and what percentage credit?—Twenty-five per cent, cash, and, I  

should think, fully 75 per cent, credit.
1660. How long is it since you took up this business of distributing coupons ?— Twelve months.
1661. What result have you found it has upon your business ?—I  have found the cash trade has 

increased greatly, 1 should say by about 25 per cent.
1662. So that now it would be 50 per cent, cash and 50 per cent, credit ?— Yes.
1663. I t  has been suggested that, in order to pay you cash, some of your customers obtain credit 

elsewhere, is that so ; or is the increase in your business due to many of your customers becoming cash 
customers who were formerly credit ?— It  is due to both causes.

1664. A t any rate, so far as some of the increase is concerned, you have cash customers now who 
were credit customers before ?—Exactly.

1665. Have you increased your general turnover ?— Yes.
1666. Could you tell me, approximately, about what percentage of your old credit customers have 

become cash ?—I  do not think I  am exaggerating in saying per cent.
1667. To what extent has your business increased as a whole ?—About 25 per cent.
1668. Did you give cash discounts to any of your customers before the introduction of this coupon 

system ?— No.
1669. Not even to those who bought largely and paid cash?—No.
1670. This 5 per cent, is a tax  upon your cash business ?—Yes.
1671. Are you satisfied to pay i t?— Yes, perfectly.
1672. You consider you get value for your money ?—I do.
1673. Do any of the Geelong butchers give discounts ?—Not to my knowledge.
1674. So that none of the public got any benefit before this coupon system was introduced ?—No, 

not in the butchering trade.
1675. In the butchering trade I  suppose there is a great advantage in a cash business because in 

the ordinary way of business you have to deliver twice daily ?— Once daily— you have to deliver daily, 
and you have to call on all your customers whether they require meat or not— you have to call to-day and 
get the order for to-morro'w.

1676. I want to know whether it is an advantage to you for people to pay cash at the door for 
goods ordered at the door?—It is, because I  have not to deliver the goods—it is only the spot cash in the 
shop that the coupon system is limited to.

1677. Your idea is to get people to come to your shop so as to do away with the cost of calling at 
their houses and delivering the goods ?—Yes.

1678. And you find the result has been satisfactory from that point of view?— Yes, I  do.
1679. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— The advantage you principally get is that your customers come

and get their goods and save you the expense of taking them out ?—Yes, and paying spot cash.
1680. B y  Mr. Coldham.— When a customer comes to you and buys goods and pays cash you give 

him a coupon ?— Yes.
1681. B y  the Hon. T . Comrie.—-Supposing you send the goods to the house and they are paid for 

on delivery, do you give any coupon ?— They must pay at the shop.
1682. I t  saves you time and cost of delivery of the goods ?—Yes.
1683. But it takes up the customers’ time in coming to the shop and taking the goods ?—Yes.
1684. W hat you save they lose ?— That is it.
1685. You do not deliver goods on which you give a coupon ?— Certainly I  do, if a man comes to

my shop and asks for a roast of beef and pays for it, I  send it.
1686. B y  Mr. Coldham.— Supposing your driver comes round to my house and I  order a roast of 

beef and you deliver it next day to me and the price is 10s., and I  pay you the 10s. there and then, do 
you give me a coupon for that ?— Yes.

1687. You do not save the cost of the orders and delivering in such a case as that ?—No, the only 
thing is we get the spot cash.

1688. But you want people to come to the shop, if possible, and thus encourage the cash trade ?— 
Spot cash means cash on delivery ; I  am satisfied to pay on that.

1689. Do you give the coupons whether they ask for them or not ?—I f  they do not ask I  do not 
give them.

1690. B y  the Hon. T . Comrie.— How do you make up this 5 per cent. ?— Instead of having the
amount of money on my books that I  had twelve months ago I  have a little more than half.

1691. You consider that is worth the 5 per cent, that you allow?— Y e s ; and no small amounts 
being left unpaid—persons coming to the shop and getting goods, it is put down and perhaps we never 
get it.

The witness withdrew.

G-eorge Halliday Smith, examined.
1692. B y the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— What are you ?— A  grocer, carrying on business in Ballarat.
1693. B y Mr. Coldham.— How long have you been in business in Ballarat ?—Forty-three years ; 

I  am speaking for my father.
1694. Was your father’s business both cash and credit ?— Yes.
1695. Can you tell me approximately what was the proportion of casn to credit?— Nearly all cash;

90 per cent, cash and 10 per cent, monthly accounts.
1696. Used you to give discount for cash?— We tried it now and again, but it did not work 

satisfactorily.
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unworkable will, small accounts and especially with small purchases.

1699. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— It created dissatisfaction amongst your customers ?—Not so
much that as awkwardness m working it out, in the business, but we gave discount for spot cash.

1700. b y  Mr. Loldham.— You have adopted the coupon system ?— Yes.
1701. How long is it since you did that ?—About twelve months.
1702. Can you tell the Committee what your reasons were ?— In the first place, to encourage cash 

payments ; secondly, as a weapon against cutting, and as a good advertising medium also, and generally as 
an experiment. ° J

1703. You adopted it in order to increase your cash trade and to increase your trade as a whole 
because practically your business was a cash business ?—Yes. " ’

1704. And you thought this system would necessarily make your shop more attractive to the public ?
—Yes, exactly.

1705. Have you found that has been the result of it ?— Yes.
1706. If  you had not been able to do that, but it had come about that your business remained 

stationary, -would you have been able to carry out that system at all ?—I hardly understand the question.
1707.  ̂ Supposing there had been no increase through your giving bonuses, would the advantages 

as an advertisement have been sufficient to justify it ?—It  would have had a good educative influence.
1708. Will you explain how it is a weapon against cu tting?—Because you cannot cut and give 

coupons—it makes a better uniformity of prices.
1709. How does the fact of your getting hold of the coupons prevent a man who is already cutting 

continuing to do so ?— Many articles are cut and sold at a price which would not pay expenses, but it does 
not follow that a house that does that is cutting every article.

1710. I t  is merely a means of advertising by a firm that could afford to do it ?— Yes.
1711. Supposing kerosene was sold at cost price, 8^d. a gallon, simply as an advertising medium 

by those who could afford it—that would be cutting ?—Yes, it is sometimes done, and sometimes by those 
who cannot afford it.

1712. In  addition to increasing your business as a whole, has the system made any difference in the 
percentage of cash business, the 90 per cent. ?— Yes, two or three per cent, more cash.

1713. Have you made any difference in the quality of the goods that you supply in consequence of 
the adoption of this system ?— None whatever.

1714. Have yon increased the working hours of your employes or reduced their wages ?— No.
1715. Have you heard expressions of opinion from members of the public who deal with you as to 

their belief in the system or otherwise ?—They are well satisfied with it, and in many cases they would 
still continue paying cash, even if the coupons were abolished.

1716. In Ballarat, in the vicinity of where you carried on your business, was it the custom among 
any of the grocers to give cash discounts ?— That 1 could not tell you, but I do not think it is a uniform 
practice.

1717. I t  is said these coupons are a monopoly ; have you a grocer’s licence as well ?— No.
1718. Does that militate against you in competing against those who have?—Yes, the wine and 

spirit licence does.
1719. In what way ?— In many cases they sacrifice the groceries and make it up in the sale of

liquors.
1720. They cut groceries as a whole, and trust to the liquors to bring people to buy their groceries ? 

—Many of them frankly admit they do not make a living on the groceries.
1721. Do you see anything of the gambling element in the coupon system?—I t  is fair legitimate 

discount.
1722. In your opinion, would it be possible to give cash discounts upon small purchases, say 6d., 

9d., and Is., except under this coupon system ?— This is the nearest approach to that for that reason, and 
it is well worth a trial to encourage cash transactions and also to encourage thrift.

1723. You say the result of the coupon system is to give a better uniformity of prices?— Those 
goods that were cut formerly are now gradually being increased in price since the coupon system.

1724. And how do you obtain more uniformity of prices?—It is a common practice to single out 
articles and cut them, but we are saved a good deal from that now, because people do not haggle so much 
since they get the coupons.

1725. And they pay a little more for the goods ?—Undoubtedly, but only on cut lines, but there is 
less haggling.

1726. You get better prices on the cut lines now ?—Yes.
1727. You get 3d. a tin more for your kerosene than the other man, because you give the coupons ? 

—That may be an instance.
1728. B y the Hon. J . M. Davies.—Do you give coupons in connexion with all classes of articles ?—

Y"es.
1729. I  think you said if the coupon system were abolished a proportion of the cash customers 

might be still continued— what inducement would they have ?—They see the advantages of paying cash.
1730. What advantage would there be i f  they got no d i s c o u n t  ?—Generally they would be better

s e r v e d .  . _  i i  i
1731. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—Are those coupons restricted to your street. In our block.

W h e n  t h e v  w e r e  o f f e r e d  t o  u s  w e  w e r e  t o l d  that;  c e r t a i n  g r o c e r s  w i t h i n  a  c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e  w o u l d  b e  d e b a r r e d

f r o m  t a k i n g  t h e m  u p .
1732. Would that be an ad vantage to you ?—It  is a small factor.
1733 I f  those c e r t i f i c a t e s  were obtainable by your next door competitors, they would not be the 

same advantage to you as they are now ?—They would* be an advantage, but perhaps not quite to the same
extent.



1/34. B y the Hon. G. Godfrey. Do you think this coupon system encourages the poorer classes 
(tho wish to save this (rifle) in the way of thrift?—Yes, it does.

173o. You think it would iiave the effect of making them save ?—I am sure of it.
1736. You think that an advantage to that class of people th en ?—Yes.
1737. And having started on the cash principle they would go on and would still pay cash ?—Yes, 

a lar^c percentage of them would.
1738. B y the Hon. T. Comrie.—I do not understand why you think this coupon system prevents 

this undercutting—is there no other way of preventing it ?—I do not know of any other way.
1739. What is to prevent a coupon man undercutting, can he not do it even with the coupons ?— 

He could, but it would be at his own expense, and he could not make a living.
1740. In what way do the coupons interfere?—It  is the desire of the people to obtain them and get 

the discount.
1741. Surely the public would rush to him and get the coupons also ?—He would not last.
1742. You would depend upon his coming to grief ?— So he would.
1743. Did you ever try offering them cash ?—No, we have never tried that. I  think myself there 

is a peculiar fascination in their getting coupons and getting articles for their houses.
1744. B y Mr. Coldham.— A man who has a grocer’s licence has too much of an advantage over a 

general trader ?—Yes, he makes the liquors pay for the groceries.
1745. He necessarily has a monopoly ?—It  is a pure monopoly ; there is a limited number of them.
1746. Every one who has a licence agrees to charge a certain price for the liquors ?—I think they 

have an association of their own and work it among themselves.

The witness withdrew.

John  F. Moore, examined.
1747. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A  butcher, in Aberdeen-street, Geelong.
1748. B y Mr. Coldham.—How long have you been in business ?—About fourteen years.
1749. Is your business a cash and credit one ?— Yes.
1750. And has always been so ?—Yes.
1751. Before the coupon system was introduced, did you give any discounts to customers ?—Only 

to one, and he demanded it ; I  had to give it to him.
1752. What was about the proportion of cash to credit prior to the introduction of the system?— 

I  did about 25 per cent, cash and about 75 per cent, credit.
1753. Did you take up the coupon system ?—Yes.
1754. When ?— About twelve months ago.
1755. How did you come to do that ?—The agent was round and induced me to take it up.

I  thought it would be a very good thing, and it turned out it was.
1756. W hat has been the result of your business—has the gross turnover increased appreciably ?— 

Yes, about 25 per cent.
1757. With reference to the proportion of cash to credit, has it altered that ?—Yes.
1758. To what extent ?—About 50 per cent, cash and 50 per cent, credit.
1759. Do you give your coupons to all those who pay cash on delivery, at your shop ?— Yes, as long

as they pay cash on delivery.
1760. Have the public appeared to be satisfied with the system, as far as you have come into 

contact with them ?—-Yes, they all seem quite satisfied—they would not like to see it abolished.
1761. As far as you yourself are concerned, would you like to see it abolished ?—No, I would not 

— I  am very well satisfied with it.
1762. You are satisfied with the increase of 25- per cent, upon your gross turnover ; you do not 

suppose the coupon system increases the consumption of meat ?—No.
1763. Therefore you take somebody else’s business to that extent ?—Yes, probably so.
1764. With regard to the difference of cash to credit, how does that affect you in your business ?— 

I  have not so much booking. I  get the cash and have not so many bad debts, and I  have the cash to work
on ; I  can pay cash for my goods and get the discount.

1765. Do you do your own slaughtering, or purchase from the wholesale butcher ?—I  do my own 
slaughtering.

1766. The coupon system has made very little difference in your advantages as a buyer ?—I  buy 
the same sort of meat. I  pay cash every week and get a discount of 2d. in the pound.

1767. By the Hon. T. C. Harwood.— You get a discount of 2d. in the pound ?—Yes, I  get that for 
weekly payment. I f  I  paid by the month I  would not get anything.

1768. B y Mr. Coldham.—You are satisfied with the advantages you obtain from the system, outside
the increase in your total turnover ?—Yes, I  am perfectly satisfied.

1769. Have you had an opportunity of finding out whether your customers are satisfied with the 
articles they get from the company in return for the coupons ?—I  made it my business to see a lot of the 
articles, and found you could not get them any cheaper anywhere else—dinner sets, tea sets, and everything 
used in the ordinary household.

1770. Do you see anything unfair in this system of advertising and attracting business in comparison 
with other systems ?—Nothing whatever.

1771. B y the Hon. T. C. Harwood.—You do not know how the butchers who do not go in for the 
coupons like the system ?—No.

1772. Has your near neighbour complained that he has not the coupons ?— He has a cutting 
business.

1773. Has his business increased ; where has your 25 per cent, increase come from? Very 
probably from the others.

1774. So that your increase of business might be at the expense of somebody else ?—It might be.
1775. I understood you to say that you get a discount of 2d. in the pound on your weekly payments .

— Yes.
1776. B y Mr. Coldham.— You are not what is termed a ti cutting” butcher?—No.
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17 8 o .  You t h in k  that by this thrift they are enabled to secure certain articles that they would not 
otherwise possess in their household—that is your opinion ? Yes.

The witness withdrew.

William McNamara, examined.
] l i t '  ^  f r  H °n'*[ie Chairman.— Wh&t are you ?—A grocer, Bridge-street, Ballarat East.
1 VOO t t  1 ^°:dham'— H ° w l°ng have you been in business ?—About fifteen months.
iVQo w  g ?  J0U been working under the coupon system ?—Twelve months, 

i i , 1V syo.ur business a cash business prior to your adoption of the coupon system ; did you sell 
solely for cash ?—Principally.

During the time you have adopted this system have you had considerable experience with the 
coupons r—Yes.
+ r H91. How many coupons have you dealt with?—I cannot tell you the number exactly, but I  think
I have used as many as most of them—somewhere about 3,000 a week.
. 1792. What effect have you found this system has had upon your business, as far as your own
judgment goes . A very good effect as far as the cash is concerned.

1793. You went into this business with the object of getting the cash ?— Yes, that was my object.
1794. Have the public appeared to be satisfied with the system as far as you are aware ?—Very 

pl6clS6d.
1795. Have you heard any complaints as to the goods they receive in exchange for the coupons ?— 

None whatever ; every one is satisfied.
1796- Can you suggest any system whereby discounts should be given on small cash purchases, 

somewhat similar to this system ?—I  do not know of any.
1797.  ̂ Have you made any difference in the quality of the goods you supply in consequence of your 

taking up this system ?—None whatever.
1798. Have you cut down the wages of your employes at all?—No.

- 1799. Do you see an advantage in this system to the individual over any other system?—Yes, to
the purchasers as well as myself.

1800. In getting the benefit of the cash discounts which they otherwise would not get?—Yes.
1801. Is there any other ?—There is another advantage—it enables them to lay out their money in 

a better manner, to finance better.
1802. You mean that with cash they can go to any shop they please, instead of the one where they 

are running an account ?—’Yes ; they can buy to the best advantage.
1803. Is that the case with you ; when you come into the wholesale market have you not a similar

advantage ?—Yes ; you get your discounts for cash.
1804. Which you otherwise would not get?—Certainly.
1805. And that enables you to supply the public with a good article at a reduced price ?—Yes.
1806. B y Mr. Deahin.—They can only purchase from the cheapest, providing the cheapest is the

coupon system, if they are to get the advantage ?—They can purchase anywhere if they have the money.
1807. They do not get the advantage unless the person who sells the cheapest happens to have 

coupons ?—My experience is this, that the coupon seller is as cheap, if not cheaper, than the others.
1808. B y the Hon. D. Melville.—Do you say you get through 3,000 a week ?—Yes.
1809. Has your business increased ?—It has been increasing ever since I  started.
1810. £3 15s. a week would amount to over £150 a year to you ?— Well ?
1811. Are you able to stand an increased rent of £150 a year ?—I do not.
1812. If you are spending £3 15s. a week in discounts it is equivalent to more than £150 a year, 

is your business able to stand that ?—My business stands it ; if it did not I  could not carry on.
1813. How much has your business increased in your cash takings ?—About three times as much.
1814. Where has it come from ?—The whole district.
1815. Has it come from the businesses of the other grocers of Ballarat ?—It  must have done. Of

course, it is a matter of indifference to me where it comes from.
1816. Do you tell the Committee you have appropriated your neighbours’ business by this coupon

business ?—Yes, but that is not my consideration whatever.
1817. That is the fact ?—All business people are aiming for the same object.
1818. You have absolutely by your coupons got this new business ?—I have increased my business.
1819. Did you bar your neighbours ?—I did not bar anybody.
1820. When von made your arrangements with the company, did you understand you were to have 

an area to work on?—I did, partly—there was no written agreement.
1821. There was “ a n ” agreement ?— Yes.
1822. Then you boycotted those people within a certain area, and they could not have those

coupons ? I  do not know whether boycott is a fair term.
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182-'). Supposa you use your own word ?— [ tell you tlia people in the neighbourhood would not 
take ad van I age of the system, and I did—they had the opportunity, and did not avail themselves of it and 
I  diil, and my business lias increased.

1824. Did you bar your neighbours by your agreement?—Not all of them.
1825. But you barred some of them ?— Yes.
1826. And you have got their business ?—Yes—I  could not say from what neighbourhood it

comes.
1827. B y  the H on. G. G odfrey.— Are your customers principally labourers and artisans—the work­

ing classes ?— All classes, both labouring and upper classes.
1828. I do not suppose the upper classes touch the coupon system much?—Yes, they do, 

certainly.
1829. Would not the majority be what we call the working classes ?—Exactly.
1830. Do you consider that by this coupon system they are encouraged into the habits of thrift?— 

Yes, certainly.
1831. Can you illustrate it ?—For instance, a customer is dealing at a booking shop ; that customer 

has to pay for the privilege of having his or her stuff booked, and if they come to my shop or any other 
that has the coupons, they buy cheaper, and they get their discount in the shape of coupons. Not only 
that, they lay their money out better ; for instance, if they are booking, they perhaps buy things they do 
not actually want, but if they have to pay cash, and there is one thing they cannot pay for this week, they
will leave it till the next, and soon, and they keep out of debt in that manner.

1832. You consider your customers benefit by the system ?— Yes.
1833. Do you moan the credit customers are charged a higher price?—Yes.
1834. B y  the lion , T. Com ric.— You charge more for booking than you do for cash?— Yes.
1835. You gave no discount for cash before you introduced the coupons ?—No, it is not the rule 

with grocers.
1836. I t  is with some traders, even with flour?— It  is not in Ballarat ; I do not know what the 

rule is elsewhere.
1837. I t  is in most places, in order to encourage cash trade ?— I  do not know where it is. The 

only system of discount I  know is the coupon system.
1838. In a number of places in the colony they have no coupons and they give a discount; how do 

they manage ?— I do not know of any town in the colony ; of course there may be.
1839. B y  the Eon. J . 31. D a v ie s .— Before you took up this coupon business your trade was chiefly 

cash?— Yes.
1840. If  it was chiefly cash before, then how did you get a benefit by introducing this coupon 

business?—New customers have come to me through the coupons.
1841. You started only fifteen months ago, and you started the coupon system twelve months 

ago ; of course you started without any customers, I  suppose they had to come to you ; your business 
grew from nothing up to something?— That is right.

1842. Was your business gradually increasing during the first three months before you got the 
coupons ?— Yes.

1843. Why do you attribute the increase after you started the coupon system to that system, seeing 
that you started from nothing and worked up a business without that system?— Well, it was principally 
t h a t ; that was what I attributed it to.

1844. Had you not worked up from nothing to something during the first three months?—Yes, but 
there was a marked jump as soon as I took up the coupons. I  took them when they were introduced in 
the first place. I t  took the people some time to get into the swing of the coupon business, but as soon as 
they did, I found my business gradually increased.

1845. B y  the Hon. D . 3Ielo ille .— Did you trace that solely to the coupons ?— Of course there was a 
certain percentage outside the coupons.

1846. IIow many coupons do you get through in a week or a month ?— 3,000 a week.
1847. That is over £150 a year ; they are 25s. a 1,000?—Less the discount.
1848. That runs into some money ?—Yes, certainly.
1819. B y the Hon. T. C. H a rw o o d .— Has the number increased, or did you commence with that 

number?— They have increased, of course.
The witness withdrew.

Henry W. Nash, examined.
1850. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— W hat are you ?— A grocer, carrying on business in Mercer- 

street, Geelong.
1851. B y  M r. C oldham .— How long have you been carrying on business in Geelong ? About ten

years.
1852. You understand something about the custom of the trade in Geelong with regard to

discounts ; are cash discounts given in Geelong in the trade outside the coupons ?—Not in the retail trade.
1853. Mr. Comrie knows a number of places in which it is done ; Geelong, as far as you know, has 

not given them ?— Not as far as I  know. _
1854. There is nothing to prevent people giving them to the extent of 5 per cent, if they like .

Not at all.
1855. If the public got so much greater benefits from the cash discounts it would be taken in 

preference to the coupons ?—I have never had any chance to try it ; in that case I  should think they wou 
take the cash discounts.

1856. You have never thought fit to give the public the benefit of the cash discounts . nevei 
thought to try it. v-

1857. IIow long have you been taking the coupons ? —About eight months. I i io r  to t a my 
business was both cash and credit.

1858. In what proportion, about ?— Seventy-five per cent, credit and 25 per cent, cas i .
1859. Since you have used the coupon system, has your turnover, as a whole, incieased . es.
1860. To what ex ten t?— About 50 per cent.



legaid to the customers that you ha,cl before ensli -m<1 nmrlit lma <i ; pf t i
in the way in which they deal with yon now ? - Y e “ ’ (Mere|i=e bee“ male

1862. In what way ? _ I t  lias benefited both them and myself ■ hut I had a lot of credit customers
d n \ 7  T h e l T  T ei'e ^ atoryn ln P X v i n g - t h e y  could have  paid  if they  h ad  s tra ined  th e i r  J Z  to  
do so. T h e y  do n o t  p ay  their  old  accoun ts ,  b u t  s to p ped  booking an d  paid  cash  and g o t  coupons, th e y  le t  
th e i r  o ld  a c c o u n t^  s t a n d  an d  w h e n e v e r  th e y  ran  sh o r t  of cash  they  booked, w hich  I  was foolish enough  to 
a llow  th e m  to do in th e  first ins tance , and  th e i r  accoun ts  increased, consequen t ly  I  go t more m oney  on the  
books  an d  less cash  cam e  in. 1 s top ped  th a t  and  ado p ted  an o the r  plan. I  g av e  those w ho had money 
s tending on th e  books  no coupons, fo r th e i r  cash  t i l l  the i r  accoun ts  w ere  c leared  up ; some w ere n o ta b l e  to 
c lear th e m  u p  a t  th e  time, a n d  I  m ade p r iv a te  a r ran g em en ts  w i th  severa l of th em  to m ak e  m o n th ly  p a y ­
m en ts  off th e i r  accoun ts ,  an d  to  a llow  th e m  coupons on th e i r  c a sh  paym ents ,  an d  by  th a t  I am  g radua l ly  
ge t t in g  th e  book d eb ts  w ip ed  o u t— th e  deadheads .  J

1863. Supposing two persons are selling side by side, one for cash and the other for credit, which 
one would sell the cheaper ?—I should think the one who sells for cash.

1864. So that cash trading is an advantage to the customer, leaving out the question of the cash 
discount altogether ?—Yes.

I 8 6 0 . In  addition to that, the retailer is in a better position when he comes to deal with the middle­
man—the man between the manufacturer and the retailer ?—Yes.

1866. In what way ? Because I  can pay cash. I  have more ready money and can pay up more 
promptly and get my discount regularly—it gives me a better purchasing power.

1867. When you are on the books of any wholesale firm you are practically bound to buy the 
articles you require at their place ?—Certainly.

1868. Whereas you can buy anywhere for cash at the lowest figure ?—Yes.
1869. And your customers get the benefit of that ?—Part of the benefit.
1870. You are satisfied with the result of the coupon system as far as you are concerned ?— Very 

well, and I  should be sorry to see it abolished.
1871. Are you a licensed grocer ?—No. I  cannot compete with a licensed grocer, because I have 

not a licence to sell spirits and groceries as well. The licensed grocers have a chance to make their profits 
out of wines and spirits.

1872. And cut the groceries ?—They cut them that low that they cannot afford to give coupons— 
they sell them under cost price.

1873. They make up their profits by overcharging on the other lines because they have a monopoly 
in the wine and spirit business ?—Yes, over the wine and spirit trade.

1874. I t  is suggested that those who give coupons on cash sales sweat their employes, have you 
found that so ?—I have had no occasion to do it.

1875. Have you reduced your employes’ wages ?—No, nor supplied inferior goods.
1876. The public, as far as you are able to judge, are perfectly satisfied with the coupon system ?—■ 

Yes, they would all be sorry if they had to do away with them.
1877. About how many of the public do you deal with in the course of a week ?—I  could not say. 

I  cannot tell at all.
1878. Do you supply inferior goods to the public in consequence of this system ?— No.
1879. Do the public appear to be satisfied with the goods they receive from the Co-operative 

Coupon Company ?—I  have never heard anything against them. I  have always heard they were very 
well satisfied with the presents and goods ; in fact, it was through some redeeming their presents and 
showing them that induced the others to go in for them.

1880. I t  is the public who have been spreading the desire for the system, as far as you can see ?—
Yes.

1881. B y  M r. S tew art.—Do you say, as a fact within your own knowledge, that wine and spirit 
merchants, who also sell groceries, cut the groceries and increase the price of the wines ?—It  is only an 
inference.

1882. You cannot say there is any one who sells groceries at a less price than you can buy for cash? 
—I should say so. It is a mere assumption when I say they sell groceries under cost price.

1883. Do you know they undersell the groceries ?—I  know they sell for less than I  can buy for
cash.

1884. Will you put the names down on paper of those that you know sell groceries at less than the 
cost price ?—I  do not wish to be drawn into anything of that sort.

1885. You are making a statement intended to influence the Committee, will you put down on paper 
the names of those who you know cut and undersell the groceries and make the profit out of the wine ?—I only 
infer it.

1886. Then you do not know that it is a fact ?—No, I  do not know it as a fact.
1887. Under your agreement with the Coupon Company no person can compete within a certain 

area?—It  is a very small area—less than a quarter of a mile.
1888. You make up your increase in trade by drawing from the other people within that area ; is 

not that so—at the expense of your neighbours ?—I could not say where it comes from ; they come to me 
with the cash, and it increases my business.

1889. And the inference is they are going past somebody else’s door ?—If they come to me they 
must do that.

1890. Is that good for the community as a whole ?—It  is good for me.
1891. But not for the other man ?—No, I  do not know that it is.
1892. I t  means that the other man will go to the wall and that you will succeed ?—I could not

^ 1893. What do you think ; you can put two and two together ?—I  suppose they have a chance.^
1894. I f  they fail does it not mean that it is good for you at the expense of your neighbours ?

Yes. . •
1895 Is that good for the community as a whole ?—The discount is good for the community.
1896* I t  shuts up the other men ?—It is likely to ruin the credit business and, therefore, they will

get larger profits.



H en ry  W. N ash , K t)
l t i h  N ovem ber, 1800. ^  ̂

1897. Yon know that certain firms in your neighbourhood were soiling goods under wliat you were 
buying them at ?— I find that they were selling at less than wholesale cost price.

1898. That is, they were selling at a less price than you could buy a t?—That is so.
1899. B y  the lion. J . M. D a v ie s .—1 understand your business has increased 50 per cent, since the 

introduction of the coupon system by you ?—Yes.
1900. Do you attribute the whole of that increase to the introduction of the coupon system ?—Yes,

I  suppose it would be.
1901. B y  the Hon. D . M elville .— Are all those new customers cash customers ?—Yes, the whole of

them.
1902. Then I understood you to say that there are certain competitors of yours selling goods at a 

lower price than you can buy at ?— Y"es.
1903. Do you know that as a fact?—Yes ; kerosene, for instance, they are selling for less than I 

can buy it.
1901. Can you furnish the Committee with the names of the people who are selling goods at a lower 

price than you can buy those goods a t?—- I  would not like to draw mysolf into hot water with the other 
grocers ; I would not like to give the names.

1905. As a fact, do they sell them at a less price than you can buy them at ?— I would not like to 
get myself into trouble.

1906. Do you usually buy for cash ?—No ; on monthly credit.
1907. Cash merchants in my trade, where you pay in seven days, give a special discount ?—They

never offer that.
1908. Are you a large buyer. A  great deal depends on the quantity you buy ?—Certainly. I am

quite aware of that. I  am a medium purchaser. I  always take the 30 days.
1909. Do you ever sell any particular article at cost price to draw etistom ?—No.
1910. You never have done so ?—No.
1911. At a shade above cost, so that there is really no profit?—There is always a small margin.
1912. Will that margin pay the expenses of the business ?— Not if the goods Were all on the same

line.
1913. The same result might happen to you. I t  might be said that you were selling goods at stick 

a price that the net result, after yoit had deducted business expenses, was an actual loss ? If they were all
sold at that rate of profit. In our business wo must make leading lines.

1914. How many coupons do you get through in a week or a month ?—I  nevtir take any account.
1915. "You have some rough idea?—No.
1916. Do you get through 1 , 0 0 0  a week?—No.
1917. Do you get through 500 ?—No, somewhere about 2 0 0  I should think, not more, I liaVe hever

taken an account of the number.
1918. B y  M r. Coldham .— It has been suggested that there is a difference between cash at seven

days and at 30 days, what is the difference between them ?— They never make it a condition With us ; you
have to pay the same at seven days as at 30.

1919. I am reading from Moran and Cato’s printed list, it says here—“ Best white 1 A Sugar, per lb. 
2 ;j~d.,” can you buy it at that price ?—I cannot.

1920. What docs it cost you ?—It  costs me £22 per ton in Geelong, that is a fraction ovCf 2:}-d.
1921. That is allowing nothing whatever for your oWn labour, interest on Capital, and sO on ? Iso.
1922. What discount would a man get if he paid for the sugar in seven days?—2 |  per cent.
1923. Not 4 per cent. ?—They have never offered us any concession.
1924. The difference between 4 per cent, and 2 \  per cent, would not bring the cost down to 2 5 d . .

— No.
1925. So supposing you got the full benefit of the discount you could hot sell it at that?  Not to 

sell at a profit.
1926. Then kerosene, 2 s. 9d. a tin?— It costs us 3s. 2d. in Geelong.
1927. What in Melbourne ?—I do not know, I have never bought it in Melbourne.
1928. You do not know the freight?—No.
1929. That will be 5d. a tin to land in Geelong?—Jus t  so.
1930. What is oatmeal quoted at there?— lllbs .  for Is.
1931. IIow much is it in Geelong?—The wholesale price is £16 a ton, 16s. a tiwt. I  do not 

know the Melbourne prices.
1932-3. B y  the Hon. I). M e lv ille .— All your interest in those coupons amounts to Only 5s. a wee< , 

you say you use only 2 0 0  a week ?—It  is about that. I have taken no account of it ; it may be moie o 
less. t , i

1934. Then what you have stated is a mere bagatelle—that is only 5s. a Week? I t  is not ess 
than 2 0 0 . _

1935. B y  the lion . T. Co/nrie.—  You mention your customers are well satisfied with the presen s . 
We call them presents. r.,. „ .,

1936. I t  would appear from that that the Coupon Company was making them it present? I a s 
the usual term we use.

The w itness w ithdreid.

Thomas CravVford, examined.
1937. B y  the lion , the C hairm an.— What are you ?— A draper in Clarcndon-street, South Melbourne.
1938. B y  M r. Coldham .— IIow long have you been in business ?— Twenty-three years.
1939. And how long during that time have you been in business on your own accoun .

the time. r  • 1 1
1910. Has your business always been both cash and credit ?—Yes, v ery small credit inc ee t .
1941. The bulk has been cash?— Yes. ~ Y
1912. Used you to give cash discount before the introduction of this coupon system . ie . ,

I introduced a system about fourteen years ago by which I  gave 2^ per cent, on accounts pai wi 
month.



. 1o9 4 xt YoU did not issue couPons 5 clid you give any discounts at all to small cash purchasers at the counter r—No. 1

4 1̂6 o n ^  ^ e n e ^ t t h e n  w a s  t o  t h o s e  w e l l  e n o u g h  o f f  t o  b e  o n  y o u r  b o o k s  ?— Y e s ,  o v e r  £ 8  ; 
s m a l l e r  p u r c h a s e r s  g o t  n o  d i s c o u n t  a t  a l l .

1945. Did you give up that system eventually I still carry it on. If a person pays me an account
he gets the discount; that is, if it is paid within a reasonable time.

1946. When did you adopt the coupon system ?—I adopted the coupon system about fourteen 
months ago of my own free w ill; I  made investigation before I took it up.

1947. \ \  ill you toll the Committee what the result has been of the introduction of the coupon 
system in youi business in the last twelve months ?—The business has increased to somethinm like 
40 per cent. °

1948. You cannot attribute that altogether to the coupon system ?—Perhaps not, but I  reckon the 
coupon system has increased my business, but it is impossible to separate one from the other ; undoubtedly 
the general purchasing power of the community has increased as well.

1949. I  suppose your object in introducing your own system of cash discount within a month was 
also to attract business and cash ?—To increase the turnover so as to make it worth while.

1950. Do you see anything illegitimate in the fashion you follow now or in the discounts ?—I do
not ; I  cannot see it at all.

1951. Is there anything at all that you know of to prevent any man giving discounts in coupons or 
otherwise to customers ?— Certainly not.

1952. Has the introduction of the coupon system made any difference in the proportion of cash 
takings to bookings ?— I have never gone into that matter very closely ; my booking accounts have never 
been very large ; they remain just about the same.

1953. This system means a tax upon your cash takings which you did not in fact pay before?—
Yes.

1954. Are you satisfied with it ?—Yes.
1955. And desire to continue i t?— Yes.
1956. Has it made any difference in your accounts for advertising, hand-bills, and so on ?—I have 

dropped all advertising.
1957. You think the company in carrying out its agreement with you advertises you sufficiently ?

—Yes.
1958. Do the members of the public appear to be satisfied with the system ?—Perfectly.
1959. How many coupons, roughly, have you dealt with weekly, about ?—I give from 1 0 , 0 0 0  to 

14,000 a week.
1960. I  presume that brings you and the system in contact with a very large number of the public ? 

—I t  does.
1961. Could you give an idea of how many ?— Some thousands in the course of a week.
1962. Have the whole of those members of the public appeared to be satisfied with the system ?— 

Yes, I do not hear a single complaint.
1963. Do the bulk of them obtain coupons ?—Yes, they have to ask for them, and nine-tenths of 

them do ask for them, even more than that. 1  can hardly find an instance of any one that does not ask, 
and they are all perfectly satisfied.

1964. With regard to the goods the public obtain from the Coupon Company, have you ever heard 
any expressions of satisfaction or dissatisfaction with regard to the articles received P—I  have heard great 
satisfaction expressed.

1965. In  dealing with the public, do you give them as good an article for their money as formerly ? 
—Yes, even better.

1966. How has that come about?—I  buy better. I  have altered my system of conducting my 
business.

1967. In what way?—In the way of conducting the business, I allow the managers of the depart­
ments to buy, and I  think that answers better; it gives them more time than I  have.

1968. You buy better and cheaper ?— Yes.
1969. And you are able to give the public better value for their money ?—Yes.
1970. Have you reduced the wages of your employes or lengthened their hours ?—As business has 

increased wages have increased.
1971. Do you know that the large wholesale houses give a monopoly to people in the drapery 

trade ?— I never heard of such a thing.
1972. You do not know of any preference being given ?—I never heard of such a thing.
1973. Supposing the coupon system were stopped by legislation, would you approve of it ?—I  am 

not at all particular ; I  am perfectly satisfied to go on or stop.
1974. You have no prejudices ? — I am perfectly satisfied to give the coupons or put the profits into 

another channel.
1975. If  the coupon system were put down the public would lose the benefit they are now getting .

—My business might fall off.
1976. I  p r e s u m e  t h a t  w o u ld  o n ly  be b ecau se  y o u  d id  no t  h o ld  o u t  t h e  sam e  in d u c e m e n t  to  th e

public?—Yes. . 9 .
1977. A s  lo n g  as  y o u  ho ld  ou t th e  sam e  in d u c e m e n t  you e x p e c t  y o u r  business  to  co n tinu e  . — i t  it

did not I  would have to adopt some other means. __ _ 9
1978. If  this system were taken away you would necessarily have to adopt some other means .

Quite so. , , , ,, 9
1979. B y  M r. Stewart.—Out of what are you repaid for the o per cent, you pay to the company .

Out of the increase in the returns.
1980. I s  t h a t  in c re a se  o b ta ined  at th e  e x p e n s e  o f  y o u r  c o m p e t i to r s ?  1 robab ly  th e  no n  business  is.
1981. Then it is depriving other people ; your business has swollen, and out of the swelling of j out 

takino-s you are able to pay 5 per cent, to this company ?—It is impossible to say that.
1982. D id  you  h a v e  a n  a g re e m e n t  w i th  th e  c o m p an y  w h e re b y  no pe rso n  is en t i t led  to h av e  coupons

within a certain area ?—There may be a small area.



1983. Is there an implied contract or understanding between you and the company that the 
company will not give coupons to the other drapers in your vicinity ?—They will not supply certain 
drapers.

1984. And those men are your competitors ?— Yes.
1985. I t  is from that source that you derive your benefit ?— It may be or may not be.
1986. I t  puts money in your pocket at the expense of your competitors ?— That is a question I am 

not prepared to answer.
1987. Is not that the natural result of that system ?—I  do not know what other people may be

d o i n g .
1988. You know this coupon system is limited to you within a certain area, and you get all the 

trade that would otherwise be distributed between those other people?— I  do not know that any one can 
say it benefits me.

1989. Then from what other source can you suggest the increase in your business comes ?—It may 
be extra trade ; people may say to themselves— “ I  will spend £ 2  for the sake of getting coupons.”

1990. Out of what fund do you expect to repay your 5 per cent.?—From the public.
1991. B y  the lion . D . M e lv ille .— Have you any objection to name those whom your contract 

bars ?— Yes, I  have a decided objection.
1992. As to this boycott, would you not think it was a disadvantage if you were one of those who 

could not get the coupons ?— Xo doubt it would be, and I  would have to resort to some other means.
1993. You would feel it would be a disadvantage to you if you were one of the barred business 

people ?—Yes.
1994. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey.—Are your customers principally those who are called the artisans 

and the mechanics ?— Yes, and the middle classes.
1995. The middle classes take these coupons besides the artisans ?■—-Yes, all classes.
1996. You have stated the benefits you derive through the cash payments— what do you consider 

the benefits that the purchasers have under i t? —They get coupons which enable them to get a present, 
that is the only benefit.

1997. Do you consider that encourages among the operatives and working classes habits of thrift ?— 
I  think so.

1998. Would not you think that would be a greater element in the matter than getting an article ?— 
Probably it would.

1999. Do you mean to convey to the Committee that it encourages thrift among the less wealthy 
classes?— Yes. I  think that is one.of the views the Committee might take up in connexion with this 
matter—as to families, and more especially the young.

2000. B y  M r. C oldham .—I see you are not the only draper in Clarendon-street who has those 
coupons?— No.

2 0 0 1 . B y  the H on .J . M. D a v ie s .— Suppose there were a number of coupon companies, and business 
were pushed to such an extent that every trade issued coupons, and the coupons were of equal value, 
would the system then be a benefit to the trade ?— I do not see that it would.

2002. Then the only advantage is to those traders who have the coupons, to the exclusion of other 
traders who have not?—It certainly is an encouragement to the public to go to those shops.

2003. If every trade issued coupons, and they were of equal value, what would be the benefit of 
the coupons ?— It would mean a loss of 5 per cent, without any advantage. I  cannot see any other result.

2004. B y  the Hon. T. C. H arw ood .— Would it not encourage thrift if the purchasers got cash from 
those stores instead of discount ?— That would have the same effect, but they would not bother about it so 
much.

2005. As a matter of thrift, would it not be better to get half-a-crown and put it in the Savings 
Bank than to get those articles ?—My opinion is if a person is advertising he is giving 5 per cent, discount 
it would not draw so well as if he were giving those coupons.

2006. The coupons are more attractive ?—Yes.
2007. Is there anything in the nature of thrift in a person buying some article that probably he does 

not want ?—I think they can get anything they want.
2008. Would it not be more thrifty to put half-a-crown into the Savings Bank ?—I think it would. 

This is a novelty that has come before the public, and has taken on as a novelty.
2009. I t  is not so much the cause of thrift as the novelty ?—I  believe it has that effect too.
2010. B y  M r. Coldham .— You have increased the wages of your employes ?—I  have.
2 0 1 1 . Will you tell the Committee to what ex ten t?— I do not say they have been increased all 

round. Those who I  thought deserved an increase got it, and if trade had not increased they would not 
have.

2012. B y  the lio n . T. Com rie.—You did this out of the extra business you have done through those 
coupons ?— Yes.

2013. B y  M r. Coldham .— Has not the draper opposite you, M r. Powne, in C larendon-street, got 
them ?—M r. Powne has got them.

2014. Mrs. Fisher has them ?— Yes ; Mrs. Fisher is in the next block.
2015. Does not Mr. Ilarcourt, another draper, actually give out coupons of his own? He did so 

before I did.
2016. Mr. Harwood suggested putting the half-crown discount in the Savings Bank, but half-a- 

crown would be the discount on a £ 5  purchase, not upon a 6 d. or a Is. purchase ?—Ju s t  so.

The witness w ithdrew .

Harry Dolly, examined.
2017. B y  the ITon. the C h airm an.— W hat are you ?— A butcher, P a c k in g t o n - s t r o e t ,  b-eelong.
2018. B y  M r. Coldham .— How long have you been in business ?— With my brother, and myselt 

about three years.
2019. What class of people do yon serve principally ?—The middle classes.
2020. Is your business both a cash and a booking business ?— Yes.



w h a te v e r^ '  ^ e ^ ° r 6  ^ 16 n̂,r°dllct ôn °f the coupon system, did you give discounts upon cash ?—None

2 0 2 2 . When did you take up the coupon system ?—About twelve months ago.
2028. Have you found the results to be satisfactory ? Yes. *
2024. What difference lias it made in your business—lias it increased your turnover ?— Yes.
2025. To what extent ?—I suppose about 15 or 20 per cent.
2026. Has it increased the proportion of cash takings to the bookings ?—Yes.
2027. To what extent?—I suppose about 2 0  per cent.
2028. Before you took up the coupon system, what proportion was cash and what credit ?—About 

80 per cent, credit and 2 0  per cent. cash.
2029. And at the end of twelve months under the coupon system how much is cash and how much 

credit?—About half of each—about equal.
2030. Do you find that a desirable thing in your business ?—It brings more cash, and less in the 

bookings.
2031. As far as the public are concerned, do they appear to be pleased with the system ?—They 

seem to be.
2032. Have you heard any complaints as to the system ?—No.
2033. Do you give coupons to all your cash purchasers ?— Only to those who ask for them.
2034. Are you content to continue the system ?—Yes.
2035. Do other tradespeople in the vicinity give coupons ?—Yes, there is one about 300 yards 

distant from me.
2036. Have you reduced the wages of your employes, or supplied inferior meat, in consequence of 

having adopted this system ?—No, they are just the same.
2037. How do the wages of your employes stand ?—They are just the same as they always were.
2038. B y  M r. S tew a rt.— How many coupons a week do you issue?—Between 500 and 1 ,0 0 0 , the 

number varies.

The witness withdrew.

ago.

cash.

Thomas Freeman, examined.
2039. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an .—What are you ?—A butcher, carrying on business in Ballarat.
2040. B y  M r. Cold ham .—How long have you been carrying on business ?—About six years.
2041. Is your business cash or credit ?—I t  was mostly all credit up till twelve or thirteen months

2042. And then I  believe you took up the coupon system?—Yes.
2043. What result has that had upon your business ?—It  reduced the credit, and gave me more

2044. Has it increased your business to any appreciable extent ?— Yes.
2045. To what extent ?— Where I  was taking from £18 to £20 I  am now taking from £35 to £40. 

I t  is an increase of 1 0 0  per cent.
2046. What proportion of the whole of your takings is cash ?—About three parts.
2047. That is 75 per cent.?— Yes.
2048. Do the public appear to be satisfied with the system ?—Yes, all thoroughly satisfied.
2049. I t  is hardly necessary to ask you whether you are?—I  am.
2050. How many coupons do you issue in the course of a week?—Between 1,000.and 1,300 ; very 

seldom less than 1 ,0 0 0 .
2051. You did not give cash discounts before this coupon system was introduced ?— None at all.
2052. How is it you make up for the 5 per cent, you pay to the company ?—Our business varies a 

lot. Sometimes we can buy'stuff cheaper than at others. Perhaps one season is a good one and another 
not so good. The last twelve months has been good.

2053. You do not attribute the whole of the increase to the coupons ?—A certain amount.
2054. Before you adopted the coupon system, who were your rivals in trade ; were they small men? 

—No ; large.
2055. Were they guilty of underselling or undercutting?—Nothing unusual.
2056. Do you find you are able to hold your own now by this system ?—Y es.
2057. What class of people do you usually deal with?—The majority are the working classes.
2058. Have .you heard any complaints from any of your customers as to the articles they receive 

from the company ?—No objections ; they have bought the articles, and seem thoroughly satisfied.
2059. B y  the Hon. T . C. H arw ood.— You like the cash system?—Yes, 19s. cash is better than £ 1  

booked.
2060. Would you like a system introduced abolishing credit altogether ?—Yes, I  would.
2061. You think it would be a beneficial thing if credit were done away with altogether? Yes,

I  think it would be. .
2062. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey.— Do I  understand your principal customers are from among the

working classes ?—Yes. .
2063. Do you think the coupon system encourages habits of thrift among that particular class .

2064. B y  the Hon. T. Com rie.—If you gave the actual cash discount instead of the coupons, how 
would that be ?— I did have a cash scheme of my own, but they would not have it.

2065. Then you spell “ Coupon Company” as “ prosperity, is that it. les.
The witness withdrew.

Henry Pring Mudie, examined.
90H6 B v  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W hat are you ?— A  grocer, Bridge-street, Ballarat.
2 0 6 7 .' B y  M r. Coldham.— How long have you been in business ? Twenty-five years as a master

grocer in Ballarat.



2068. Arc you a member of the Grocers’ Association in Ballarat?—No, and never was.
2069. Before the introduction of this coupon system, was your business both cash and credit?—■

Yes.
2070. Did you give any discounts for cash ?—None whatever.
2071. Do you know whether it is the custom in the trade in Ballarat to give cash discounts ?—No.
2072. Have you had experience in other towns besides Ballarat?—No.
2073. What proportion of your business was cash, and what credit, before you took on the coupons? 

— Cash, 80 per cent., and credit, 2 0  per cent.
2074. When did you take up the coupon system?— About three months back.
2076. Have you found it make any alteration in your business ?—Yes.
2076. In what way ?—Forty per cent, increase in three months in the total turnover.
2077. That is, where your turnover was £100 previously, it is £140 now ?—Yes.
2078. What proportion is cash, and what credit?— It is all strictly cash, there is no booking at all.
2079. Used you to deliver goods at the houses of your customers ?—Yes.
2080. And you still deliver them ?— Yes.
2081. You book orders now ?—No.
2082. Used you to ?—No.
2083. Have you made any difference in the quality of the article you supply ?— I have slightly 

increased the quality.
2084. How do you manage to do that ?—Because I  can buy better.
2086. Are you conversant with the Melbourne prices of articles in your line of business?—Yes, 

pretty well.
2086. Do you know what you could buy best white 1 A  sugar in Melbourne at, wholesale ?—£22 a

ton.
2087. 150 test kerosene per tin?—I  do not as a rule buy it per tin ; it is about 9^d. per gallon.
2088. IIow many gallons in the tin ?—Four ; that would be 38d. per tin.
2089. You could not afford to sell it at a profit at 2s. 9d. per tin ?—No.
2090. Has there been any material alteration in the market price of kerosene per case during the 

last six months ?—I  think so.
2091. How much ?— About 7-g per cent. less.
2092. So that if you bought six months ahead, that would enable you to sell at that when you add 

on the cost of storage and interest ?—No.
2093. Best oatmeal, what is the cost of that in Melbourne, wholesale ?— At present it is about £15

a ton.
2094. Could you sell it at 1 libs, for la. ?—No.
2095. Quaker oats per packet?—They cost nearly lOd. in Ballarat. I  do not buy them from Mel­

bourne.
2096. Tapioca, pearl or flake, 71bs. for Is., could you buy for that in Melbourne?—I  think so.
2097. Could you afford to sell it at that at anything like a profit ?— No.
2098. Bc-arl barley, lOlbs. for Is.; do you know anything about that?—I  could not sell it at that. 

I  think I  could buy it at that.
2099. You could not make any profit out of it. Haricot beans per lb., 1^-d.?—I  cannot buy them 

at that price.
2100. With regard to the effect of the coupon system on your employes, have you reduced their 

wages ?— I have increased their wages, but not their hours. I  have also had to employ extra hands on a 
Saturday.

2101. With regard to the public, do they appear to be satisfied with the system ?—More than 
satisfied.

2102. What number of coupons do you get through ?—About 1,100 per week.
2103. Has the introduction of the coupon system reduced your expenses in any way ?—Not at all.
2104. You give a better article, and the system has not reduced your expenses ; you are content 

to go on with the system?—Yes.
2105. Do you supply all your cash customers with coupons, whether they ask for them or not?—

Yes.
2106. B y  the Hon. J. M . D avies.— I understand you had a certain proportion of credit custom 

before you introduced this coupon system, and now you are doing a cash business only ?—Yes.
2107. What became of those credit customers?—I have lost a portion of them altogether. They 

still owe mo money, but they will not come to the shop because I  compelled them to pay cash. I  have 
lost their trade, and do not want it back.

TKe nntmss withdrew.

Maurice Blayney, examined.

2108. B y  the lion . tJie Cho/irmo/n.—What are you?—A butcher, Ballarat East.
2109. B y  Mr. C oldham .— How long have you been in business ?— Six years.
2110. In  what streets do you carry on your business ?— G-rant-strcet and Barkly-street.
2111. Is your business both cash and credit ?— Yes, and always has been so.
2112. Did you give any discounts to members of the public purchasing for cash before you took up

the coupon system?—No.
2113. When did you take up the coupon system ?— Twelve months ago.
2114. Have you found it have any effect on your business?—Yes ; it has increased the cash sales

and increased the turnover 25 or 30 per cent.
2115. What was your percentage of cash and credit before you took the coupons? Seventy- 

five per cent, credit, and 25 per cent. cash.
2116. What is the percentage now of credit to cash?—I t  is 50 per cent, cash and 50 per cent.

credit.



cash ? 2 Thp 'v??Ve y0,u .foun<J *hat some of y°ur o1d customers who dealt with you on credit now deal on casn . ino} pay cash to get the coupons.

There om lvL rnk  ^  5 0  Wh° t 0  b° °U th° b°°kS’ h°W maUy h a V 6  takeu UP t]ie cash system ?—lliere are about 8  per cent. 1 J

V oa +]119' n ° tlm me!1,lber! *he Public with whom you come in contact feel satisfied with the system ? — les ,  they nil seem well satisfied. J
2120. Does the system make any difference in the expense of running your business ?—No, there is 

no expense attached to it. ’
2121. You pay something out to the public that you did not before ; how do you make that up ?— 

1  have more cash in hand, and can buy better.
2 1 2 2 . Does it make any difference in the proportion of the goods that is taken away by the pur-

c asers from your shop—do you sell more actually over the counter, which is now taken away at the time,
than you did before?—Yes ; in that way it is a saving in cartage and calling for orders.

2123. Have you made any difference in your advertising at all ?—No, I never advertised before—I 
consider the coupons are a form of advertisement.

2124. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey.— Axe your customers principally the working classes ?— Y es; they 
take the coupons. '

2125. Do you consider it encourages thrift among that class ?—Yes.
2126. They benefit by it?— Yes.
2127. 1 ou benefit by it as a man of business, and you think your customers benefit in the way of 

thrift?—Yes.
The witness w ithdreio.

David Davis, examined.
2128. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—What are you ?—A butcher, in Ballarat.
2129. B y  M r. Coldham .— For how many years ?—Twenty-four years as a master butcher.
2130. Your business was both cash and credit ?—Up to a certain time.
2131. What proportion was cash and what credit ?—Seventy-five per cent, credit and 25 per cent.

cash.
2132. When did you take up the coupons?—I  may explain I  took up the tradesmen’s cash 

coupons.
2133. What were they ?—They were given so much in the pound. A  man on Ballarat ran one. I  

started with it and ran it for about six months, but I  found it did not take on. I  found my trade was going
from me, so I  adopted the co-operative coupon system, and I  found that acted better than the cash
system.

2134. Since you have taken up the co-operative coupon has any change taken place in your total
turnover?—Yes, in one way ; I  do not say my trade has increased very much.

2135. Has the proportion of cash to credit increased ?—Yes.
2136. What is now the proportion?—My cash is 25 per cent. more.
2137. Taking £100 turnover, how much would be cash and how much credit ?—It  is now about

half and half.
2138. Have you reduced the quality of the stuff you supply to the public or decreased the wages 

of your employes ?—No.
2139. Do the public appear satisfied?—Very much so.
2140. Do you know of any other but the coupon system whereby cash discount can be given upon

small purchases ?-—No.
The witness withdrew.

James Herschell, examined.
2141. B y  the Hon. the Chavrman.— Ys\\?it are you?—A  grocer, carrying on business in South 

Melbourne and Port Melbourne.
2142. B y  M r. C oldham .—How many shops have you ?—Niue altogether.
2 143. How long have you been occupied in the business ?— Thirty years.
2144. Is your business cash ?—It  has always been both cash and credit.
2145. Up to the time you took the coupons what proportion was cash and what credit ?—There was 

a great deal more credit before than since we took the coupons up.
2146. What are the figures?— I cannot exactly say what was the proportion. There has been an 

increase in the proportion of cash to credit since I  took up the system.
2147. Do you see anything unfair in this system of giving coupons for cash ?—No.
2148. Is there anything to prevent your rivals giving coupons, if they like, belonging to themselves 

or other institutions ?—Nothing at all.
2149. Have you ever tried any other system but this of giving discount?—No.
2150. Are you conversant with the means of advertising resorted to by certain firms in selling

certain lines of goods below cost in order to attract trade ?—Yes.
2151. Do you do it yourself?— Very seldom.
2152. You regard that underselling as a means of attracting custom to the shop ?— Yes._
2153. I t  is a svstem which cuts very hard against the little man, as compared with the bigger men .

—Yes ; we feel it very much. _ . . .  ,r
2154. Do you know the prices o f the leading lines in Melbourne ?— l  es.
2155. W hat can best w hite A1 sugar be bought at this month ?— £2 2 , less 4 per cent.
2156 150-flash kerosene?—I can only speak from the market report—for the last tw elve months I

liciv6 been buvinsr to nrrive. e _ e .
2157 Could you have sold 150-flash kerosene at 2s. 9d. a tin retail within the last six  months .

Yeq bnt there would be a very small profit ; perhaps 2 \  per cent, on the cost. ,
' ' ’ 9 158 T hat is when you have imported yourself ?— N ot always ; I  have bought better to arrive this

season than I  have done before.



2159. Taking best oatmeal, l l lbs .  at Is., could you sell it at th a t?—The present price is 13s. 6 d. 
per cwt.

2160. Quaker oats, 9d. per packet ?—They cost 9£d., as far as I  know, taking a quantity.
2161. Is that leaving out cost of capital and retailing ?—Yes.
2162. Tapioca, 7 lbs. for Is. ?— It costs 15s. 6 d. a cwt. now; it has gone up a little lately; I could 

have bought it some time ago for about 1 1 s. 6 d. a cwt.
2163. What are haricot beans a lb. ?—I  think about 2d. a lb.
2164. You could not afford to retail them at 1 -̂d. ?—No.
2165. Uo you know that other means of advertising besides coupons are adopted by different 

people ?— Yes.
2166. Do you consider the Kandy-Koola system any better than this system ?—I should think they 

were much about the same.
2167. Do you know that Hawthorn, Rhodes, and Company gives coupons with their tea ?—Yes.
2168. And Cadbury gives coupons?—They give rebates—there is no practical difference.
2169. John  Connell and Co.’s system is a gambling system ?—Yes.
2170. There is none of that element in this system ?—No.
2171. Do you know that certain traders limit the number of persons to whom they supply various 

lines of goods ?—It is done ; monopolies are granted in various lines.
2172. In  the grocery line ?—Yes.
2173. Can you give the class of goods in which that is done?—Tea, for instance. If  you give an 

order to a certain house they will guarantee that they will not supply anybody else in the town with the 
same brand.

2174. Any other lines?—I cannot think of any other at present, but the thing is done every day.
2175. B y  M r. D eakin .— Have you any understanding with the Coupon Company as to the issue of 

their coupons to your competitors ?—When I  took the coupons up they guaranteed that certain people 
should not have them.

2176. If  those people had the coupons would they be of any value to you ?—They would not be of 
so much value.

2177. If  everybody had them they would be less value still ?— They would be of no use at all then.
2178. The value of the coupon is that you can offer something that your neighbour cannot?—Yes.
2179. How long have you been using those coupons ?—About twelve months.
2180. Did you take them as a measure of self-protection or a new means of profit?—I took them 

because there were other houses that were selling under cost and underselling.
2181. They might take them too?— They could not get them now-r-they were rushing for them

then.
2182. B y  the Hon. D . M elville . — Do you issue coupons at all your shops ?— I  do now.
2183. Where are your shops?—I have one in Sale ; the others are in South Melbourne and Port 

Melbourne.
2184. Have you an arrangement at each shop that controls the area in which those coupons may be 

distributed ?— The Coupon Company slated to mo that I  should have the sole business in their coupons in 
certain districts.

2185. Do you control an area round each shop ?— Yes.
2186. How many do you distribute altogether?— 50,000 a month is about our average.
2187. You pay the company more than £50 a month?— Yes.
2188. Are you making money out of the system as a whole ?— Yes, I  am very well satisfied ; I  am 

doing very well.
2189. Suppose the coupons were abolished, what would you say— will not paying the company 

£50 be a bad thing for you ?— I think it would not be a very good thing for me ; I should lose a good deal 
of trade.

2190. You maintain your trade mainly by the coupons ?— Yes, it is of great assistance to us.
2191. Do you clearly recognise that you are taking extra business ?— Yes.
2192. Have you specified the names of the people that are barred by the company?—The company 

put down certain names on a former agreement, hut that agreement has expired and I  have no agreement 
with the company now except a verbal one.

2193. But certain men are barred having those coupons while you have them ?— Certain shops.
2194. They are specified in your contract ?— Yes, the names were down.
2195. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey .— Are your customers principally the working classes?—The great 

majority are.
2196. What do you think is the particular benefit to them beyond getting the coupons?—When 

they get a book full they get an article of very fair value.
2197. Do you think they are encouraged in the habit of thrift ?—I  think so.
2198. If  you paid them in cash the discount you give them in coupons, would they save up and 

purchase an article ?— I do not think so ; they think what they get from the company is a g i f t ; they would 
not save up the cash.

2199. B y  the H on. A . O. S ach se .— Have you the coupon system in your Sale shop?—Yes. We 
have only lately started in Sale, only about two months ago.

2 2 0 0 . IIow do the people who get coupons get their goods for the coupons ?—The agent up there 
has got samples of the goods.

2 2 0 1 . Has lie a shop with samples ?— I believe so, I have not been up there lately, but I  am informed
so.

2202. You have an increase in your business from adopting the coupons?—Yes.
2203. When did you notice that increase ?—Almost immediately after we took them on. ^
2204. Has the increase gone on ?—Yes, steadily increasing, the people are perfectly satisfied.
2205. Did you notice where the increase of customers came from ?— No, not particularly, they come

from greater distances, they come from South Yarra to our places.
2206. You think the coupons bring them to you?— I do not know, other people round South Yarra 

have coupons.



oonc" mi y come *° y ou I  suppose they think they get good value for their money.
oonn’ v\n.e^ ^ot come the coupons ?—Yes, they come principally on account of the coupons, 

that Why do they come from South Yavra if the people there have coupons ?—I could not say

2210 B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies .—If you can buy tapioca at 1 Is. a cwt., do you consider it cutting 
puces to sell it at 71bs. for Is.? Not exactly, it would not be a very good profit, I  meant to say 71bs. for 
Is., the 15s. 6 d. a cwt. would be nonsense. I  believe it has been sold at 71bs. or even 81bs. for Is.

2211. B y  M r. Coldham. When a new customer comes to you, do you ask him why he has come 
there, and try to find out why he has come ?—No.

2212. Do you ask where he has dealt before ?—No, certainly not.
2213. Supposing you pay £50 a month to the company and consider you get good value for it, do 

you know any reason why Parliament should prevent your doing i t?—I  would not venture an opinion on 
the point.

2214. B y  the H on . A. 0 . S ach se .—How do you know they come from South Yarra ?—The people 
have come there, and the men in the shop have said—“ Those people are coming for the coupons.,}

The witness withdrew.

A djou rn ed  to to-m orrow , a t h a lf-p a st Two o'clock.

W ED N ESD A Y, I o t h  NOV EM BER, 1899.

M em bers p r e s e n t:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S argood , in the C ha ir ;

The Hon. T. Comrie, The Hon. D. Melville,
The Hon. T. C. Harwood, The Hon. G-. Godfrey,
The Hon. W. Knox, The Hon. A. O. Sacbsc.
The Hon. J .  M. Davies,

John II. Seidel, examined.
2215. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— What are you ?— A grocer, carrying on business in Brunswick - 

street, Fitzroy.
2216. B y  M r. D eah in .—You are president of the Grocers’ Association ?—I am.
2217. Holding that office, I  presume you are in communication with a great number of members of 

the trade ?—Yes.
2218. And you are acquainted with their views ?—Yes.
2219. What is your own experience ?—I  have been in business for nineteen years.
2 2 2 0 . Are you acquainted with the petition that was presented from the grocers of Melbourne and 

suburbs in support of the Bill to the Legislative Council ?— Yes.
2221. Does that petition express the main objections you have to the Bill ?—Yes.
2222. Have you gone through the signatures to that petition?— Yes.
2223. Do you know the bulk of them ?—Yes.
2224. Do those signatures include a number of those who buy and give coupons?—Yes; 212.
2225. Those people have signed a petition in favour of the Bill ?— Yes.
2226. In your opinion, does that petition express the opinion of the great body of metropolitan 

grocers ?—It  does.
2227. Coming to your own knowledge of the system which is pursued by this Coupon Company, 

when did you first become acquainted with i t?—About twelve months ago ; representatives called upon 
me, and asked me whether I  would adopt the system. I  did not understand it, and they explained it to 
me, telling me it would increase my business, and increase my cash takings, and also if I agreed to take 
coupons no other grocer in Brunswick-street, from my place of business down to Johnston-street, which is 
about 800 yards, would have the coupons.

2228. Did they point out the reverse of the medal—that is, the disadvantages you would suffer 
from if you did not adopt the system ?—They said if I  did not take the coupons, others would take them, 
and I said I  would consider the matter.

2229. Did they say what would be the consequences if others took them and you did not ?— They 
said if others took them I  would not be able to get them.

2230. Anything else ?— I do not think so.
2231. Did they say it would affect your trade?—They might have said so, but I  cannot remember

2232. You did think it over ?— Yes ; they called on me several times. I  told them I  had considered 
the matter, and it appeared to me a very unfair way of doing business, and I could not entertain it for one 
moment. I  said I  thought that the way they put it to me, to gain extra trade at the expense ot my 
neighbour, was not a legitimate way of doing business, and I  would have nothing to do with it. ey 
called on me three or four times after that, but I  would have nothing to do with the system.

2233. Did some of your neighbours take a different view . \  es, one man about 2 J

t00k th 223™'Did any other grocer in your neighbourhood take them on ? - N o t  at that time; but since
then one man about 1 0 0  yards from me has taken „ r. a ri rawq 0ff a certain

0 0 Q.K Does the fact of his giving coupons affect your business ?—It does,_ it draws ott a certain
number of mv cus tom ers-I  have seen them come out of other shops where they give coupons.
number oi l y 0ther reasons for declining to take the coupons ?—I thought it was a

• 'md t s t e m  and detrimental to the interests of any shopkeeper. I contend, speaking from a grocer s 
notoiTf v i c e  tha t  no grocer, owing to the small profits which exist at present, can afford to give 5 per 
fent. of his gross takings to the public or to ihe Coupon Company.



2237. Can he afford 4 per cent. ?— No.
2238. Can he afford 3 per cent. ?—No.
2239. The grocers’ trade is cut so fine that, even for the advantage which appears to have accrued 

to jour neighbours through taking away some of your customers, they could not afford to pay 3  per cent, 
or 4 per cent. ?— No ; not if they wished to deal honestly with their customers—at least, I could not afford 
to do it, and do the same business now that I  have been doing in the past.

2240. You mean the same extent of business ?— I mean the same quality of goods, and the same 
prices, and to treat my customers honestly and fairly without giving them short weight or short 
count.

2241. Is it your opinion that, so far as the grocers’ business is concerned, any one who takes up 
the coupon system will require to recoup himself in some way or other for the amount he pays for the 
coupons, at the expense of his customers ?— There is no doubt about that.

2242. IIow do you work that out ?—I contend that the grocers’ gross profits at the present time, 
taking the average, are 12j  per cent.—the expenses would amount to from 8  per cent, to 9 per cent. 
I  reckon that the difference between my gross profits and my net profits is 3?> per cent.

2243. Supposing that by the use of the coupons your trade was increased in volume by 25 per cent, 
or 50 per cent, on your cash business, would not that enable you to pay the cost of the coupons without 
resorting to any other devices ?— No, the more you increase your trade the greater become your expenses. 
I f  a man takes £100 a week, and he increases his trade by 30 per cent., that makes his takings £130, and 
he makes 12-  ̂ per cent, profit, which means £3 15s. on the £30—he actually receives £3 15s. on account 
of increased trade, but he has to pay the coupon tax on £130, which at 3^ per cent., is £4 11s.—taking 
£3 15s. from £4 11s. leaves that man at a loss of 18s. a week without making any allowance for the extra 
labour he would require to take this £30 a week, and if he increases his trade by 50 per cent, his expenses 
are proportionately larger.

2244. Do you say that all holders of existing grocers’ businesses who take these coupons have to 
reckon not only the cost of the coupons on the now business, but on whatever proportion of their old busi­
ness becomes a coupon business ?— Certainly, you cannot get away from that.

2245. You have heard the evidence that has been given here ?—Yes, nearly all of it.
2246. Have you any comment to make on that evidence?—All I  can say is that those grocers, who 

gave evidence here and said that it had increased their business very much, hardly knew what they were 
talking about ; it may have increased their business, but they forget it has also increased their expendi­
ture—they make no allowance for that. They may take £30 or £40 more per week, but they forget they 
have to pay a certain sum for those coupons. One witness stated yesterday that he took 50,000 coupons 
per month, which means that he has to pay about £50 per month to the company—he does not calculate 
that the profit on the extra business does not cover that expense.

2247. Then, in your opinion, the evidence that has been given as to the advantages of the coupons 
requires to be discounted—there are some effects that have not been taken into account ?—Yes.

2248. To what do you attribute the approval of those traders ?— They are boycotting their 
neighbours, and in consequence of that boycott they are getting extra trade.

2249. But you say that extra trade will not pay them ?—No, it will not.
2250. How long will it take them to find that out ?—I suppose they will find out when they take 

stock and make out a balance-sheet; some do not do that, but those who do it will find it out.
2251. In your opinion, this approbation of the system is likely to be short-lived, even on the part 

of those who have recommended it ?— Yes.
2252. You are looking ahead ?—Yes.
2253. Do you regard this coupon system as likely to permanently transform the credit business 

into a cash business ?—No, I do not think so.
2254. What useful part does the Coupon Company seem to you to play as between the trader and 

the public ?— I do not think they play any useful part at all, except to themselves.
2255. Do they not induce people to pay cash who otherwise would not do so?—I do not think the 

system will have that effect for one moment.
2256. People require to pay cash to get the coupons ?— Yes, but there is always a certain number 

of people who pay cash with or without coupons, and there is always a certain number of people who want 
credit. I contend that the weekly customer is more beneficial than the cash customer, because I get the 
whole of his trade. He may give me an order on the Saturday, and get a few goods on the Monday, 
Tuesday, or Wednesday, as the case may be, and he may pass other shops because he has an account with 
me ; whereas, if he got coupons and paid cash he could go to any shop he liked, and I  might only get a 
part of his trade. The same thing applies to every grocer.

2257. So that the cash trade is not all gain to the person who gets it ?—Not at all.
2258. But it is a gain to get more cash and give loss credit?—I contend that if a grocer gets his 

accounts paid monthly that is all the cash he requires. He himself gets monthly credit, and he does not 
save anything by paying sooner, he may save a half per cent, if he pays cash. If  he pays at one month he 
gets 2-J- per cent., and if he pays within three days he gets 3 per cent., that is all the difference it makes.

2259. Will the existence of the coupon system increase the amount of cash available to buyers 
generally ? —I do not think so.

2260. Will it simply divert a larger portion of that cash to the coupon shops than would be 
otherwise likely to find its way there ?—No doubt.

2261. If the coupon shops get an extra amount of cash some other shops must receive le s s  than they 
did before?—No doubt of it.

2262. It does not increase the total of cash paid by the purchasers, but it has a tendency to divert 
the cash to the particular shops that give coupons ?— Yes.

2263. Does the Coupon Company produce anything in the way of increased value in any direction, is 
it not a new person intervening between the buyer and the seller ?—Yes, no doubt they are middlemen.^

2264. What is a middleman ?— A man who comes between the buyer and the seller without adding 
any value at all to the article.

2265. You spoke of the value of this system to those who have coupons, arising from what you ca 
the boycott ?— Yes.



2266. S u p p o s in g  th is  coupon  sy s tem  is a llo w ed  to rem ain ,  w h a t  in y ou r  opinion w ill  be th e  re s u l t  of 
i t s  o p e ra t ion  / — I n  m y opinion, if th i s  co u po n  sy s tem  is a llow ed  to rem a in ,  in th e  v e r y  n e a r  f u tu r e  th e re  
w i  e of iei coupon  com p an ies  s t a r t in g ,  and  in a  very  sh o r t  time w e  will h a v e  a un iversa l  sys tem , t h a t  is, 
ever} s lop  w il l  h a v e  coupons ,  then  those  a v ho now  g a in  an  a d v a n ta g e  th rou gh  th e  increase  in th e i r  tr ad e  
a\ i _>e on th e  sam e  foo t in g  as  o th e rs ,  a n d  h av e  no a d v a n ta g e  a t  all .  T h e  only difference w i l l  be  th a t  ev e ry  
s i o p  reepei AArill h a v e  a  d o rm a n t  p a r tn e r  in h is  bus iness .  H o  w il l  be obliged to keep  the  coupons to p ro te c t  
l im s e  f a n d  h e  ivill h a i re a d o rm a n t  p a r tn e r  to a v  horn he must, p a y  a ce r ta in  p ropor t ion  o f  h is  ea rn in g s  ev e ry  
week. 1 ° J

2 2 6 / .  I  he o u t c o m e  of t h e  s y s t e m  A v i l l  b e  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  u s e  of c o u p o n s  A v h ic h  w i l l  i m p o s e  a l i a b i l i t y  
on every t r a d e r ,  without c o n f e r r i n g  a n y  b e n e f i t  A v h a t e v e r  u p o n  h i m  ? — Yes.

2 2 6 8 .  1  h e  b e n e f i t  a t  p r e s e n t  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  o f  s o m e  t r a d e r s  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e m  A v h i l e  o t h e r s  d o  n o t ?
— Yes.

2269. And Avheu that 'passes aivay the b u r d e n  av ill remain Avithout any a d v a n t a g e  AArhatever ?—Y e s .  
I  have had people come to mo for a  bottle of spirits, a n d  say—“ I would like to get  groceries from you, b u t  
you do not g iv e  coupons ; i f  you g a v e  coupons I w o u l d  deal w ith y o u .”

2270. Does t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  coupon c r e a t e  a n y  fund o u t  of A vhich  t h e  t r a d e r  c a n  pay t h e  cost 
of t h e  coupons A v i th o u t  g e t t i n g  i t  i n  some way from h i s  customers ?— O n l y  b y  c h a r g i n g  t h e m  t h e  e x t r a  
price ; t h e r e  is no o t h e r  Avay of d o i n g  i t .

2271. Supposing the system became universal, and every trader had to pay 3 per cent., 4 per cent., 
or 5 per cent., as the case may be, is there any source from Avhich he can obtain that percentage except his 
customers ?—If the system became universal the prices Avould have to be universally raised, or some 
equivalent mode of meeting the expense devised.

2272. So that the customer who appears to gain an advantage from the coupons would be paying 
extra for the advantage Avhich he appears to gain ?—Yes.

2273. Therefore, there would be no gain to the customer ?—None Avhatever.
2274. And no gain to the trader ?—No.
2275. But a considerable gain to the Coupon Company ?—Yes.
2276. Pending the universality of the system, those who give coupons have a certain advantage 

over those who do not, in the eyes of the purchaser ?—Yes.
2277. He supposes that the value he receives is obtained in some way without his paying for it ?—

Yes.
2278. It is admitted by most of the witnesses that the gain acquired by those who give coupons is 

at the expense of their neighbours who do not giAre coupons ?— Yes.
2279. And Avhile this is the only Coupon Company, those neighbours cannot obtain coupons ?—No.
2280. Y"ou have heard many witnesses say that the customers are satisfied as a rule ?—I have 

heard people say they are not satisfied. One man told me he Avas very much dissatisfied with what he got 
—he got a cruet-stand for half a book ; he had the article valued, and the retail value placed on it Avas 8s. 
He also had an umbrella, which I have in my possession now—[producing the same] —which he got for 
half a book. I got the umbrella valued at two different places, one a retail draper’s, and the other an 
umbrella maker’s, and at both places they valued it at 10s.

2281. Did the tradesmen know where the umbrella came from ?—No, I took it into them and asked 
them Avhat the retail price of the umbrella would be ; I did not tell them it came from the Coupon Company, 
I simply asked them what they Aralued it at, and they said 10s.

2282. Have you anything else to add ?—No.
2283. B y  M r. Coldham.—Are you both a cash and a credit grocer ?—I am.
2284. And have always pursued that system ?—Yes.
2285. Assuming you could keep your customers, do you consider it any advantage to get your goods 

paid for in cash rather than upon the credit system ?— I consider if I got my accounts paid weekly or 
monthly it is quite as good to me as if I  got paid on delivery.

2286. Assuming that you keep your customers, Avould you prefer - them all to pay cash, or would 
you be content to take them all on credit ?— I would be content to take them on credit.

2287; Do you not recognise the possibility of bad debts ?—There is a liability to that, but I guard
a g a i n s t  i t .

2288. That is a possibility you have to guard against if you allow your customers to book ?—To a
certain extent. _

2289. That is a disadvantage to the credit system as compared with the cash system ?—Not always.
2290. Then bad debts are not a disadvantage ?— Yes, they are.
2291. To incur bad debts is a disadvantage ?—I am not speaking of bad debts. _
2292. You recognise that bad debts will be made in a credit business, and that is one disadvantage

to the credit system ?—Yes-.
2293. That is a disadvantage from which the cash system does not suffer ? -W o.
2294. So that there is a disadvantage attached to the credit system from which the cash system

does not suffer ?—Yes. . . , , „Qa]l
2295. Notwithstanding that disadvantage you think the credit system is just as good

system ?—I have made very few bad debts lately. i nf 9ii
2296. I  am speaking of the ordinary business in the suburbs where you deal are
• vou recognise the fact that, no matter how small your losses may be through bad debts, e_ <classes ; you recognise the fact that, no 

losses ?— J 7<-s'Aiid J0a  haye got t 0  make up fol. those losses ill some foshiou in o r d e r  to average your profits
+1-.Q c ar>-io at which the cash deal or would average them ? Y es. at the s a m e  l a te a t  which^t ^  J ult__is it by charging those people, who do pay, an

added amount for their goods ?—-No. . „ . .. t ? ATn
2299. Or by supplying them  AAnth a slightly inferior aiticle .—iNo.
2300. Or by sweating your employes ?—No.
o q a i  " T-Tow d o  y o u  d o  i t  ?— I  h a v e  h a r d l y  a n y  b a d  d e b t s .  . , ,
2 3 0 2 *  B u t ,  t a k i n g  a  s y s t e m  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  b a d  d e b t s ,  Iioav i s  a  t r a  e i  a\ 10 m a  t e *  a  

d e b t s  g o i n g  t o  m a k e  u p  f o r  t h e  l o s s e s  h e  s u f f e r s  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  b a d  d e b t s  ? — I  d o  n o t  k n o w .



2303. If you found you were making a Larger proper I ion of had debts than you do now, is there no 
means you can suggest to yourself of making up for those losses ?—The only means would be to guard 
against making bad debts.

2304. I)o you know any other means of guarding against bad debts except doing away with the 
credit system ? — No.

2305. Do you recognise the fact that the cash system is the better system ?—I t  is a good system, 
of course.

2306. You are acquainted with that petition ?—Yes.
2307. When did your acquaintance witn it commence ?— When it was first resolved that the petition 

should be circulated amongst the shopkeepers of the metropolitan district.
2303. Was that a resolution of the body to which vou belong, the Grocers’ Association ?_

Yes.
2309. A meeting of the Grocers’ Association was held, at which it was resolved that this petition 

should be drawn up and circulated ?— Yes.
2310. Did that body fix the terms of that petition ?— Yes.
2311. You did not attempt to give the Legislative Council much information as to the system in

this petition ?— Yes, we give them the headings of the petition.
2312. You felt that it was desirable to give the House the reasons which your association could 

advance against the continuation of the coupon system?— Yes.
2313. Was this action of the Grocers’ Association initiated by the association itself, or was it 

brought about by communications from persons outside the association?—It  emanated in the first instance 
from the Ballarat Association.

2314. When was it that you decided to start this petition ?—I cannot remember.
2315. Was it after the second reading of the Bill in the Legislative Council?— I believe it was.
2316. How did your association come to initiate the petition ; were you communicated with by

people outside who suggested you should get up the petition ?—No.
2317. You are absolutely certain of that ?—Yes.
2318. No members of wholesale houses communicated with the Grocers’ Association ?—Yes.
2319. Who ?—I decline to answer.
2320. Is this action of the Grocers’ Association a genuine thing or was it got up at the instigation 

of persons who are not members of the association at all—you say it was after communications from people 
outside—I ask who were those people ?— I decline to answer.

2321. Was it after communication with representatives of wholesale places in Melbourne ?—
Yes.

2322. Are you your own importer ?—No.
2323. You buy from certain wholesale houses in Melbourne?—Yes.
2324. You pay if possible upon the shortest possible terms so as to get the advantage of discount ?

—Yes.
2325. Assuming that you wanted goods on terms you would get them on bills ?—Yes.
2326. What bills do people a y  ho are not able to pay cash purchase on ?— I have no experience of 

bills at all, but they give one month, or two months, or three months, as the case may be.
2327. What would be the interest on a three months’ bill ?— There Avouhl be no interest at all, they 

would merely lose their discount.
2328. Do you mean to say that a man can purchase on the same terms, whether he purchases on a 

one month, two months’, or three months’ bill?—Yes, but he would not get his 2 \  per cent, discount.
2329. You purchase at a fixed price, and you get varying discounts, according to the length of 

credit you take ?—You get 2 \  per cent, discount for a month, and if you pay within three days you get 
3 per cent.

2330. You say this petition contains the signatures of people who are opposed to the system, yet 
take the coupons ?— Yes.

2331. Did you take this petition round yourself ?— No.
2332. You knOAV nothing of the representations that were made to the people who signed the 

petition to induce them to sign ?— No, except that every one who took that petition round is prepared to 
make a statutory declaration that those signatures were properly obtained.

2333. That is, that they are genuine signatures ?—Yes, but they are also prepared to swear that 
the signatures were properly obtained.

2334. When did you ask them ?—After the petition was signed.
2335. What did you ask th em ?—I  said—“ I  may require a statutory declaration with regard to 

these signatures, will you be prepared to do that? ” and they said “ Yes.” Then when they have come to 
me, I  have put the same question—“ Are you prepared now to make a declaration before a Justice of the 
Peace that these signatures were obtained by you in a proper manner ? ” and they said “ Yes.”

2336. Who were these gentlemen ?—Various people—Mr. Slocum, of 29 Greeves-street, Fitzroy, 
and Mr. Cooper, of North cote.

2337. Did you employ those gentlemen ?— Yes. Then there is Mr. Longbottom, of North 
Fitzroy— I cannot give the street.

2338. How did you come to employ him ?—He called upon me. I  told a person of my acquaintance 
that if he knew anyone who wanted to do something he could seud him on to me, and he sent Mr. Long- 
bottom on.

2339. What did you pay these men ?— 7s. 6d. a day.
2340. How long were they at the job ?— About a week.
2341. You did not pay by the number of signatures ?— No.
2342. Have you seen personally any of those 212 traders who have taken the coupons but are 

opposed to the system ?— I could not say unless I  could see the names.
2343. Did you sign the petition ?— I did.
2344. Am I to understand that those 212 people are opposed to the system as it already exists, or 

that they do not care Avhether it is abolished or not ?— They are opposed to the system of giving 
coupons— they are simply keeping them as a matter of self-protection, but they desire to see the system



abolished, and that is why they signed the petition. I am told by these men that a number of others 
would have Signed the petition, who are now keeping coupons, but they were afraid that if they did sign, 
and the .Bill did not pass, they might afterwards be deprived of the coupons,

23-lo. Supposing we could give the names of about 2,000 persons who use the system and say they 
are perfectly satislied^with it, that would be scarcely consistent with your view of the matter? No.

2346. 1 ou object to the coupon system?—I  do.
2347. Y ou object to the system because it entails cash discounts which the trade will not bear?—■ 

Yes, that is one objection.
2348. W hat disadvantage to the shopkeeper is entailed by the coupon system other than giving 

5 pei cent, on his cash turnover ?— JLhere is one very great disadvantage, and that is the handing out of 
these coupons, especially on a Saturday, when the shop may be full, and shopkeepers are busy, and there is 
extra labour, confusion, and annoyance caused.

2349. Is there any other reason ?—Another thing is, that the retail grocer cannot afford to give 
this 5 per cent.

2350. That obtains equally whether the discount is given in cash or coupons ?—That is the great 
objection.

2351. I t  applies equally whether the tradesman gives the discount in cash or paper?— Yes.
2352. I suppose the extra labour in getting the change in current coin of the realm to make up the 

cash discount would be almost the same as the labour involved in handing out the slips of paper ?— Yes.
2353. So the cash discount and the coupon system are equally pernicious to the retailer?—Yes.
2354. Ain I  to understand that you say or believe that the large number of people who have given 

evidence and who say that it is beneficial to their business, and the much larger number who are willing 
to give similar evidence, do not really understand their business ?—Yes.

2355. Do you regard yourself as the salt of the earth, and think that wisdom will die with you— 
we have a man who has nine shops, and another who has six shops, and they say that they are perfectly 
satisfied with them—do you say that, when they state that they do not know their own business ?—I think 
they are mistaken in fact.

2356. Is it upon vour belief in the existence of that mistake in fact that you base your opinion ?—
Yes.

2357. If you should have made a mistake yourself, and they could afford to do it, your objection 
from the retailers’ point of view would begone ?—They cannot afford to do it. I  am not wrong in saying 
I  cannot afford to give the coupons.

2358. Do you base your statement—that those people who came and gave evidence that it pays 
them are mistaken— upon your own prices and your own experience ?— Yes.

2359. You say you have had no experience yourself whatever of the coupon system—have you 
ever given cash discounts ?— Very little.

2360. What cash discounts do you give ?—In a few cases I  give 2^ per cent, discount.
2361. Do you consider that a fair thing to do ?—I  do.
2362. Supposing the man next door could afford to give 5 per cent, discount, would you consider it

a fair thing for him to do ? — Yes.
2363. If he could give that 5 per cent, on his cash business in the form of coupons there would be 

no objection to it ?— Yes ; the coupon is a very different thing to the cash discount.
2364. The objections to the coupon system are two—one that a man undertakes to pay what he

cannot afford to pay, the other the extra labour entailed by the system—are not those two objections 
equally objections to the cash system. Supposing a man set up next door to you and sold for £95 what 
you could not sell for less than £100, would that be unfair ?—He could do what he liked.

2365. What is the difference between selling the goods for £95 and selling them for £100 and
giving £5  back ?— He could do that if he liked.

2366. Suppose the man next door sold the goods for £100 and gave the man 5 per cent, for cash— 
would you consider that unfair ?— He could do as he liked.

2367. But would you consider it fair ?—Possibly not.
2368. You would consider it unfair if he undersold you?—Yes.
2369. If you put up your goods to £110 and he only put up his to £105 you would still consider

it unfair, because lie was underselling you?—Yes.
2370. Where would the public come in ?— They would get the benefit of it I  suppose.
2371. You had impressions before you decided not to take up the system which caused you not to

take it up ?—Yes.
2372. What were the reasons which made you consider it unfair ?—I  did not consider the system

was fair ; it was a monopoly in giving it to one and not to another. I  have been always able to do my
business by fair and legitimate means, and I  have no desire to resort to any other means that was one 
reason ; the other reason was that 1 could not afford to pay the tax for the coupons.

2373. You would not have done it whether you could have afforded it or not ? No.
2374. You considered it unfair as creating a monopoly ?—Yes.
2375. Supposing the man next door took up the coupon system, was there anything to prevent your

giving 5 per cent, discount if you could have afforded it ? No. _
2376. So if the man next door, irrespective of the coupons, had dropped his prices 5 per cent., yo

could have done the same thing, and competed with him on equal terms ?— Yes.
2377. At the worst, this system cannot mean anything more than a drop of 5 pei c . p

the consumer ?— ^  th@ ground that you could not atford to make that drop in your prices ?—

^ eS‘ 2379 You r e c o g n i s e  that there is no monopoly ; if one man gives a discount, you can give it in a

similar form o n n  ^ I“ ec®n1̂ It ^ .™ d' t o ^ i t  in the way you are conducting your business ?—No.
9 SB1 ' You endeavour to attract business to your place ?—l"es.
2 3 8 9 * j ) 0 you advertise?—No, I hardly ever advertise ; sometimes I  advertise on a programme or 

som ething l ik e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t  is a b o u t  all.



2383. You advertise in yonr shop windows ?—Yes.
2384. Is that with the object of attracting custom to yourself ?—Yes.
2385. Yrou do not expect to create custom by that means, but to attract people who get their

groceries from somewhere else?— Yes.
2386. You do hot consider it unfair to try and attract custom to yourself by advertising ?—No.
2387. The reason you gave per cent, discount was with a similar object ?—Yes, wheii people 

demanded it.
2388. Did people say— “ If you do not give 2£ per cent, discount, I will go elsewhere, where I  can 

get i t ” ?— Y"es, I  never give discount unless I  am particularly desired.
2389. When you do give it it is with the purpose of attracting custom or keeping it ?—Yes.
2390. Would you know the people who called on you in respect to this system ?—-No.
2391. Certain men took on these coupons in your street—was Mr. Muir one of them ?—Yes.
2392. IIow long is it since he took them on ?— A  few months ago.
2393. Had your business fallen off before th a t? —Slightly ; it has been falling off for the last three

or four months.
2394. How far is Mr. Muir from jmu ?—About 100 yards.
2395. Are there any other grocers between you and him ?—He is on the other side of the s tree t ;

there is one other grocer between us, Mr. Adamson.
2396. How long is it since Mr. Costello took them up ?—I  think it was some little time after they 

approached me in the matter.
2397. How far is he from you ?—200 or 300 yards.
2398. How many grocers are there between you ?—Mr. Muir and Mr. Moore.
2399. Yrou are aware that large houses such as Foy and Gibson deal in groceries ?—Yes.
2400. And you are aware that customers come from all the suburbs on account of their prices ?—

Yes.
2401. They give no discount ?— I do not know.
2402. I t  has been said that in consequence of the introduction of this system people have given up

travelling away from their own suburb, and have commence! dealing there with people Avho give the
coupons ?— I do not know as to that.

2403. Is not that a feasible thing ?— I Could not Say.
2404. When you speak of the profits that you make, I  suppose 12^ per cent, is the result of the 

addition of a number of varying profits ?—Yes.
2405. Some lines you sell at no profit at a ll?— I do not sell any article without a profit.
2406. Is there no article which would not pay a profit, if it was the only article that vou sold ?—

Yes.
2407. What do you sell kerosene a t?— 3s. 3d. per tin.
2408. Is that 150-flash tes t?—Yes.
2409. Do you make a fair profit out of that ?— Yes.
2410. Could you afford to sell it at 2s. 9d. ?— Not if I  bought it now, but if I had bought it six

months ago I  could sell it at 2s. 8d.
2411. You would have to pay out of that penny the six months’ interest on the money, and the 

rent ?— In addition to the 2s. 8d. you would have the price of the empty case— that is where grocers make 
a profit out of kerosene ; it would be about 5d. a case.

2412. Have you a grocer’s licence ?— I have.
2413. Kerosene is not a thing that yon would try to make a living out of?— No ; I  do not push 

kerosene a t all.
2414. You sell it at a certain price— the profit upon that line is comparatively small, and in other 

cases the profit is large, and you average them ?—Wes.
2415. Do you keep leading lines that you sell at a lower price than kerosene ?— I have no leading

lines.
2416. People do do such things for the purpose of getting customers into their shops ?—Yes.
2417. You not only say that those people who say that this is a profitable system to them, cannot 

make it profitable, but you say they cannot deal honestly with their customers— do yon really mean that ? 
'—Some of those who have got the coupons have told me that they made their customers pay for the 
coupons.

2418. Many witnesses before this Committee say they make this system profitable—do you say that 
they deal dishonestly with their customers ?—No ; I  would not like to say that, but I know cases where 
it has been mentioned to me that they do deal dishonestly with their customers.

2419. Supposing men come here and say on their oath that not only do they supply the same quality
of goods for the same money, but they are able to supply a better quality, you do not believe them ?—
No.

2420. When they say they have been able to increase the wages of their employe's, you do not 
believe them ?—It  all depends upon what wages they were paying before.

2421. Do you say they are not telling the truth ?— I am not prepared to contradict them.
2422. When you say that you have lost business do you mean that you have lost both cash and 

credit business ?— No ; I  have not lost— no credit business—I  have lost cash business.
2423. You were selling for cash, and your cash customers have gone, as you believe, to the places

where they ban get a discount upon their cash purchases, and that is what you object to ?—Yes.
2424. I  suppose an undercutting grocer would have just the same effect on your cash business ?

I  do not think so ; my prices are about equal to others.
2425. Suppose a man with a big capital comes alongside of you and cuts the prices, he might be

able to ruin you if you were a small man ?— He would not make any difference to me.
2426. But there are plenty of small men in the business who are not strong enough to fight ?

Yes.
2427. They would necessarily be knocked out by undercutting, and the big man would then be able 

to raise his prices against the public?— Yes.
2428. Is that a desirable thing ?—No.
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2429. You say that people that take coupons do not get any benefit out of the system, because, 
even supposing that they got a rise of 30 per cent, in their business, they Avould still be 16s. worse off in 
every .£1 0 0 , and yet, you say the benefit to the people who talco the coupons lies in s une taking coupons 
and others not ; what is the benefit when they lose even with an increase of business?—I do not mean 
any benefit; I mean the extra trade.

2430. Ihen  nobody gets any benefit at all from this system—everybody loses by it except the 
company ?—Yes.

2431. If a retailer buys for cash he can buy on better terms than the retailer who buys on credit? 
—It  all depends on what credit you mean.

2432. The man who has his cash in his pocket and wants to buy a certain line can go anywhere he 
pleases, while the man who is tied has to go to the house to which he is tied, and pay their prices ?—He 
will get a slight concession.

2433. I t  is a slight advantage ?—Slight, not very much.
2434. The turning a credit into a cash business would help him in that direction ?—Yes.
2435. You say an increased business means an increased number of employes ?—Yes.
2436. How many employes have you ?—Four besides myself.
2437. Could you do a 2 0  per cent, increase on your trade without increasing the number of your 

employes ?—No.
2438. What increase of business would necessitate an increase in your employes ?—20 per cent, 

increase would necessitate another employe.
2439. You keep them with their noses pretty well to the grindstone ?—Yes ; they have to work.
2440. You say the Coupon Company is the middleman between the retailer and the public—how

do you make that out ?—Any trader giving the coupons has to pay the Coupon Company a certain sum 
of money for the coupons. In giving a direct discount from the vendor to the purchaser, the dealing is 
between the two, but in the other case you have to purchase the coupons from the company, you then give 
them to the customer, and the customer has to get them redeemed by the company.

2441. If  you advertise in the A ge  somebody comes in between you and your customer?—No.
2442. The object of the coupon system is to attract custom to your house?—Yes.
2443. The object in advertising in the paper is to attract custom?—Yes.
2444. What is the difference between the two systems?—In the one case you advertise your business 

in a paper which everybody sees ; in the other case you simply pay the Coupon Company for the coupons 
to give to your customers.

2445. Why do the people come to the coupon shops, as you say they do, unless there is something 
in the nature of an advertisement in the system ?—They may advertise among those who collect coupons, 
but not among the general public.

2446. People do not collect coupons until they come to the shop. How is it people come to the 
shop who have not previously come there, unless this coupon business is a method of advertisement ?— 
I  do not know.

2447. You think that this coupon system will be found out in a very short time, and will die a 
natural death when people find out by taking stock that they are not making a profit out of them ?—I do 
not say that.

2448. Do you imagine that when people find out (as they will according to you) that it is a loss to 
them, they will continue the system ?—They will have to continue them as a matter of self-protection.

2449. According to you it makes them worse off than they were before ; how is that a method of 
self-protection ?—If they gave them up someone else would take them on.

2450. The next person who takes them on also makes a loss, while the man who gives them up is 
in a better position ?—Yes.

2451. The man who takes them up is in a worse position, and so it goes on until every one finds 
them out, and the system dies ?—I  do not think so.

2452. B y  M r. Deakin.—Under the credit system there is a certain percentage of bad debts ?—Yes.
2453. In your evidence in chief you gave us certain advantages of the credit system, inasmuch as 

it tends to bring you a man’s whole trade ?—Yes.
2454. Does not the one balance the other ?—It will more than balance it in my case.
2455. B y the Hon. J. M. D avies.—By giving credit you say you get the whole custom of a 

particular person—does that benefit traders generally ?—I think so.
2456. Is the volume of trade increased ?—It is so far as that particular customer is concerned.
2457. By your getting his custom you prevent somebody else from getting a portion of it?—Yes ; 

and another grocer may have the same benefit from another customer giving him the whole of his custom.
2458. In that case you would lose ?—Yes.
2459. Do you know whether those persons who give coupons charge the same price for their goods

whether they sell for cash or credit ?—I could not tell you.
2460. You do not give discounts for cash ?—In a few cases I  give discounts on monthly accounts ;

but I  suppose there would not be more than half-a-dozen cases. _ _
2461. Is there much difference between giving 2 \  per cent, for monthly accounts and giving coupons 

for cash. I t  has been given in evidence that giving coupons costs 3&*per cent, on the whole of the cash 
takings ?—I could not afford to give 2 -| per cent, on all my business. . . , f

2462. Then you practically make a loss when you give this discount . There is a certain loss of

p ofit the e. QU g,ve credit, what is about the cost per cent, for bookkeeping, collecting debts, and
interest on the money during the time the accounts are owing ?—I cannot say I  have not gone into that.
There s a certain amount of expense, but not a great deal. .

2464 You have a grocer’s licence—have you heard that that is looked upon as a monopoly by
w i f n ——I  Li&VC h e a r d  i t  S U l d .  e

some WH > ^  ^  people who have not got a grower’s licence handicapped as against you ?— I do
not think so' I t  is an exp en sive licence. I t  costs the grocer a large sum o f money.
not tnm2K4 ®o- ^  you a£Eord t0 sen your goods for less than grocers can who have not got a licence ?—

I  do not think so. I  do not do it.
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2467. Do you know the prices charged by grocers who give coupons?—Yes.
2468. Are they as a rule higher than the prices yon charge?— In some cases they might be higher,

and in some cases they might be lower—the average is about the same.
2469. B y  the Hon. T. Comrie.— You prefer a weekly account to cash across the counter—do you

give any discount upon weekly accounts ?— No.
2470. I t  must entail move labour ?— Not much ; I  do a good family trade.
2471. Why do you give discount to a few of your customers, who pay monthly, and not to all?—

I  do not desire to give it at all if I  can help it—I do not recognise it as a rule. I t  is only when I  am
particularly desired to do so.

2472. The people you do business with as a buyer do not ask you whether you desire discount, they 
take it off?— Yes ; that is the recognised custom.

2473. What percentage would cover your loss on book debts ?—Lately I have been very successful ;
I  can hardly say from memory now, hut it is a very small percentage. I  do not think it would amount to 
1 per cent, for last year.

2474. B y  the Hon. T. C. H arw ood .— In  your opinion, if this coupon system is continued, other 
companies will soon start?— Yes.

2475. And the system would become universal ?— Yes.
2476. And when it became universal people would find out the falsity of it ?— Yes.
2477. Then there will not be much harm if it goes on a little longer?— The sooner it is stopped 

the better. I  do not say that if oilier companies start it will abolish the system ; it will be established, 
and every trader will have lo give coupons as a matter of self-protection, with this difference, that there is 
in his business a sleeping partner to whom he has to pay a certain amount of his profits per week, and the 
prices will have to be altered in accordance with that condition.

2478. Then the customers would soon find that out and would see the falsity of the whole system ?
—Yes ; but it would take some time.

2479. You rather prefer credit to cash accounts?— I think weekly accounts are good and monthly
accounts are desirable. _

2480. Do you find that people who keep weekly accounts are inclined to give more liberal orders?
— No, but vou get the whole of their trade instead of a part of it.

2481. If they paid cash they might get a few things from you and other things from elsewhere ?— 
Yes, they might, deal with you regularly, but, on (he other hand, it might not be convenient to do so if they 
are not near. ^ I have a number of customers who give me a good order every week, but they telephone for 
things all through the week, which they would not do if they had not a weekly account, and every week 
they come and pay me.

2482. B y  the Hon. W. K n ox .—I t  was stated here as one of the difficulties of doing a cash trade that 
they could not give a discount out of small cash purchases, is there any objection to your giving a cash 
customer who made a small purchase a memorandum to the effect that he had purchased so many goods, 
and, when he had purchased a pound’s worth of goods, he should be entitled to get a discount ? So far as 
I  am personally concerned I  could not afford that expenditure, the profits that I  make would notpeimit me
to do so unless I  raised my prices.

2483. You say that you do sometimes give discount for cash?— Only in about half-a-dozen cases
when the people desire it.

2484. B y  the Hon. A . 0 . Sachse.—You give a discount when you cannot get out of it ?— les.
2485. Have you reckoned what your bad debts come to taking one year with another ?—For the 

past year I  think it would be about 1 per cent.
2486. You do not reckon the cost of collecting the accounts ?—No.
2487. Speaking roundly, do you think that the cost of the coupons would be more or less than the 

bad debts, and the cost of collection ?— The coupons would certainly be more.
2488. What percentage do you estimate the coupons to be ?—If  I  gave coupons on everything I 

should say it would be 5 per cent.
2489. What is paid for them ?— It  means 5 per cent. ; there is a discount, but I  do not know what

it is.
2190. Arc you of opinion that the system increases business generally?—I  do not think so ; it 

takes business from one trader and gives it to another.
2491. If  it does not increase business why should you object to the system?— Because -it takes 

trade away from me, and gives it to those who give the coupons.
2492. I t  must increase the business of those who have them ?— No doubt. I have numbers or 

cases where people tell me they would deal with me only I do not give coupons.
2493. Do we understand that your profits are so slender that there is not sufficient margin to permit 

of your giving 5 per cent, discount?—That is so.
2494. B y the H on. G. G odfrey.— Do you say that a grocer’s licence is not in the nature of a 

monopoly ?— It  is a monopoly in a certain sense, because only a certain number of licences are issued.
2495. Are not the profits on wines and spirits, and similar articles sold under the licence, a great 

deal larger than the profits on the ordinary groceries ?— The average is not much more. In  some cases 
the profits are large, but on others they are very small. . . .  ?

2496. Could you do more than half as much business if you had not a wine and spirit licence
I  do not think it would make very much difference ; you could extend your business in other ways wit ou 
a licence.

2497. You do not altach much value to the licence ?— Yes, I do.
2498. What is the price of a grocer's licence ?— £35 per annum.
2499. If you were selling out what would the grocer’s licence he saleable a t?  They vaiy veiy 

much according lo the district they are in.
2500. They are worth a large sum are they not ?— From £ 1 0 0  to £ 2 0 0 .



Samuel Epstein, examined.
o-no" nnwXii" Z)6'aA'7j- ~ You are n gi’ocer carrying on business in High-street, Armadale ?—Yes.
2o02. IIow many years’ experience have you had . '-N in e  years, in that locality.
JoUo. lo u  me acquainted with the coupon svstem? Yes.
2504. What class of business is yours ?— Credit and cash both ; mainly credit.
ZoVo. 11a ve you ever had these coupons from the company ?— No, I was called on several times by 

a representative of the company. The first time he called I thought it was simply an advertisement 
matter, and I  gave my consent, but when I came down to the place they explained to me that the coupons 
would cost me „s. 6 d. per 1 0 0 , so I said 1 would consider the matter. No sooner was I  there than I  saw 
they had my name advertised in the books, though I had paid no money, nor had 1 taken the coupons.

Jo  Ob. You w e r e  ob i ,god  to  th em  for (he a d v e r t is em e n t  ?— I did not w a n t  the ir  a dvert isem ent ,  
because  the  p e o p le  c a m e  to m e for the  coupon s.

2507. Why did you not adopt the coupons?— I reckoned that the money I would have to pay away 
was an expense of 5 per cent, on the money taken. _ Jf my takings were £ 5 0  per week, and I increased
my business by £10 or £15 per week, I  would be giving coupons on the whole lot, so it would be a loss to
me, and 1  did not take the system on.

2508. Have you lost in consequence of not taking the coupons ?—I have lost a great deal—one 
lady^saiu to me,^vhen she was paying me— “ I want coupons, and if you cannot give them I cannot deal with 
you. I  said If  they do give you coupons it is a very slight gain, I am told they do not give you coupons 
on flour and sugar. She said—“ I hat is nonsense, I will take coupons on everything I  can get—you will 
either have to Jose me or give me coupons.” She was a big customer, so I had to go to a grocer and buy 
coupons. I  had to pay 15d. for the coupons, and when I  reckoned up the expense it left me 9J. out. 
Thiough not having that system I have lost a great deni of custom. I t  is not only what the system will 
cost for cash customers, but it will come to this, that everybody who considers himself a good customer, 
though he pays weekly or monthly, will reckon he is entitled to coupons, and yon will have to give coupons 
on credit accounts.

2509. Do you think the system encourages thrift ?— Not at all.
2510. Why not ?— That lady who is mad on coupons does not know what they are—I can prove 

that half the coupons go to the children’s stamp albums.
2511. What do you reckon the cost of the coupon to be?—It is actually three times the amount 

of benefit you would get—if your business increased by £ 2 0  you would have to pay up to £60.
2512. I t  has been stated that the cost is about 5 per cent.?—I suppose that is the average.
2513. Can your business afford to pay 5 per cent.?— No, not taking if, all round after paying 

expenses.
2514. You cannot carry on your business and pay 5 per cent. ?— I could not ; some other means 

would have to be adopted— a grocer would either have to give false weight or inferior quality, or make up 
in some other way.

2515. We are told the coupons are only given for the complete 6 d. and that for 2 s. l id .  people 
only get five coupons ?— Yes ; but the people are getting so mad on coupons that they actually will give 
another Id. to get another coupon. One lady bought some goods to the amount of l id .  ; she demanded 
two coupons ; the grocer said— I cannot give you two.” “ Oh, well,” she said,“ here is a penny, give me 
two coupons.”

2516. Did she get some extra goods for the penny ?—-No ; she gave the penny to get another 
coupon. As a rule the tradesmen ask them to take something extra to get a coupon.

2517. Does any experience of yours with the coupon dealers lead you to suppose that they cannot 
afford to give coupons ?—There is a man not far from me who failed not long ago. He has started again, 
and he is giving coupons, and I am sure he cannot afford to do it.

2518. Have you heard the evidence that has been given here ?— No.
2519. B y  M r. Coldham.—Do you consider that the giving of cash discounts is undesirable?—It 

would be a very great thing to the community, but in a different form to the coupon system ; if a man finds 
it pays him to give 5 per cent, discount, well and good, but to have a tax put upon him and make him do it 
is a different thing.

2520. Your idea of a cash discount system is that it should be left to the generosity of each
individual grocer?—It  should be abolished, if a man wants to give discount, if he does such a business
with such a profit that his twelve months’ trade has brought him in more than he expected to receive, and 
he says—“ Next month I  will give all my customers 5 per cent.,” let him do so ; he is not compelled to do 
it, but by the coupon system I  am compelled to do so.

2521. You think the giving of discount should be left to the will of the grocer ?—If he likes to do
so.

2522. If he likes to give cash discounts let him do so ?— If a man wants to give discount we cannot 
interfere with him ; I  think the coupons are doing an injury to the just trader.

2523. You have not had any experience yourself of the system ?—Yes, I  have.
2524. Did you ever give coupons ?—I did.
2525. Did you buy any from the company ?—No, I would not encourage them, I had to go and buy 

from a fool who had them.
The w itness withdrew .

Alexander Cattach, examined.
2526. B y M r. D eahin .—What are you ?—A butcher, in Victoria-avenue, Albert Park.
2527. How long have you been in business ?—A little over 40 years.
2528. Have you ever taken coupons from the company ?—No.
2529. Have you had any experience of the coupon system in your neighbourhood ?—Yes.
2530 You know that it is claimed that the coupon system conduces to the encouragement of cash 

b u s in e s s  instead of credit; what have you to say to that ?—A neighbour of mine has got them, and it has 
taken away nearly half of my business. I  applied to the Coupon Company to get them, and I could not



do so because I  was too near to the next man. I t  takes the trade away from one man and gives it to 
another, and you cannot- get the same benefit yourself. I  have applied for them six or seven times.

2531. Did you desire to obtain the coupons because it would be a benefit to you ?—It  would keep 
my customers together ; the most of my customers went away to get the coupons, so I had to get them, 
and I  went and bought them from those who would sell them. The company would not give them to me.

2532. Do you think that if your neighbours had not had the coupons it would have been an advantage 
to you to get them ?— Certainly, if they had not got them.

2533. You would have got some of their business?— Yes ; my principal opponent was only three 
or four weeks in business when he got them.

2534. His business was a new one ?— No, it was established before, but he had just come into it.
2535. Have you considered that if you had the coupons it would mean a cost of from 3 per cent, to 

5 per cent. ?— Yes ; but it would give a man a fairer chance of business.
2536. Would it be any benefit if all the tradesmen had them ?— I do not see that it would. The

benefit of the present system is in giving one man the business and taking it away from the others.
2537. I f  all the tradesmen had the coupons would it be any advantage ?— I could not say.
2538. I f  you gave coupons you would have to be paid for them in some way ?— Yes.
2539. Could your business afford that extra 3 per cent., or 5 per cent., without any return ?—No.
2540. The customers will have to pay for it in some way ?— Yes.
2541. I f  a customer does get value for the coupons, even then he is only getting value, for the

money he has paid ?— Yes.
2542. Have you heard the evidence given here?— No.
2543. B y  M r. C o ldh am .— You say you have been unable to obtain these coupons from the 

company?— Yes ; I  called on them several times.
2544. When you were offered them you refused to take them?— No, never.
2545. W ere you not one of the first people in South Melbourne to whom they were offered ?- -T hey

were never offered to me.
2546. Have you adopted the system in any form ?— Y e s ;  I  have bought them from people who 

would sell them to me.
2547. What do you pay for them ?— Two shillings or Is. 9d. per 100.
2548. W as your business able to stand that extra  strain ?— I had to do it, or I  would have had no 

business at all.
2549. Have you in consequence of this system supplied an inferior article to the public ?—No.
2550. You supply the same article at the same price ?— Yes.
2551. In  addition to adopting this coupon system to the extent you have, have you adopted any 

Other system in the way of giving discounts?— Yes ; previously, when I  could not get this company’s 
coupons, I took them from another company that started.

2552. Was that the Australian Coupon Company ?— Yes.
2553. Was that before or after this Co-operative Company came into existence ?— A fte r ;  I  had 

applied to them several times previous to that.
2554. When did you take these coupons from the other company?— I  cannot give the date.
2555. W hat do their coupons cost ?— About 2s. a 100.
2556. You had to pay less for their coupons than for the coupons of this company ?—Yes.
2557. Had you to pay the same price for the coupons of this company as the company charged, 

when you obtained them from other people ?— Sometimes.
2558. And your business was able to stand it ?— It  had to, or I  would have had no business at all.
2559. You do not sell meat at a loss ?— I would not like to do so.
2560. Is yours a cash and credit business both —Yes.
2561. Which is the more profitable business ?— They are about the same if you do not give credit 

to bad customers ; sometimes you give credit to customers who do not pay very well.
2562. What disadvantages are attached to the credit system ?— We do not make much difference.
2563. W hat extra charges are attached to the credit system—you have to pay for collecting, 

distributing the meat, bookkeeping, and bad debts ?— Yes.
2561. Those are all items which obtain in the credit system Which do not obtain in the cash 

system ?— Yes ; but you do not require to give much credit— the less credit you give the better.
2565. You recognise the fact that cash trading is the best system of trading ; you would sooner 

do the whole of your business in cash ?— Yes, certainly.
2566. W hat is the percentage profit of your business on the turnover ?— About 12-| per cent.
2567. Supposing your business was solely cash, what would be the percentage of cost upon the

turnover ?— About the same.
2568. The cost of distributing, collecting bad debts, interest on money, and bookkeeping worn 

not make any difference at all, in your opinion, in the percentage cost of the turnover ? In the place 
where I  am there is not sufficient business as a cash business to do without the outside business.

2569. You could not get together a big enough cash business to make it pay under any circumstances.
—No.

2570. I f  somebody else can do it they can do better than you can ?—I  do not know any one w io
does it.

2571. I f  they could do it they would be better business men ?— No doubt. _
2572. Could you afford to give cash discounts at all in the business you are carrying on at ooin 

Melbourne?— The profits in the butchering business are so small that you can hardly give any discount i- 
is cut down to such an extent that you cannot afford a discount. _ r„.

2573. I t  does not matter w hat system is adopted, you could not afford to pay a discount. i®
coupon business is a most iniquitous business, inasmuch as the man next door^ to you gets a better c an°®
of business than you do, because yon are not allowed to have the coupons. If every man weie a owe 
have the coupons all would have a fair chance ; but the coupon business is given to one man on y, 110 

all, and that takes away the next man’s business. Another objection is that the company sen s I0U^ 
ladies with the books asking people to deal with the Coupon Company, and those books contain t e nam 
of the tradesmen who take coupons, and tha t  takes away a man’s business in an unfaii way.
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t l 1 0  bu8illcss y°“ »'« carrying' ou, and with the profits you are making, you could not afford
t h  t r A U’f form of '"oney or coupons ? - Wo have ,o cui L  prices so fine to
fight against ins Coupon Company that wo arc not aide to do it ; customers will go away unless you offer
them a price lower Ilian the coupon people charge, and you must sell at a price that will almost send von 
into the insolvent court. v
Ar , 2:575- Do 3'OU say that before the coupon system was introduced you could give 5  per cent, discount?— 
1  ou had a better profit then. b 1

2576. Could you have afforded to do it ?—Yes.
2577. Now you cannot do so ?—No.

yotl ever (1° so ?— No, it is not a custom in the business.
25/9. 1 .0 1 1  put 5 per cent, in your pockets that you could have afforded to put into your customers’ 

pockets, js  that the custom of the trade ?—No, the trade fluctuates.
2580. For how many years did you put that 5 per cent, into your own pockets ?—Perhaps for not a

year.
2581. The result of this coupon system is that the public get the benefit of that 5  per cent, which

you formerly put into your own pocket ?— Yes.
2582. B y  the lion . T. C. H arw ood.— You bought the coupons from other people ?—Yes.
2583. How could they let you have them for Is. 9d. per 1 0 0  ?— They got them for nothing

from their tradespeople.
2584. 1 hey preferred to get Is. 9d. to 2s. per 100 from you to going to the warehouse and 

selecting an article ?— Y"es.
2585. B y  the Hon. A . 0 . Sachse.—Did those people who sold coupons to you say why they desired 

to sell them ?—No.
2586. How did you know they had them to sell ?— I put up a placard in the window that I would 

buy coupons.
2587. B y  the Hon. D . M elville.— Your business is a dangerous one owing to the climate ?—Yes.
2588. Would the average profit be per cent, all the year round ?—Yes.
2589. If  this company wants 5 per cent, out of the 7 \  per cent, there is not much left ?—No.

The witness withdrew .

Ernest Little, examined.
2590. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— What are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business in Carlton.
2591. B y  M r. D eakin .—How many years have you been in business ?—I am in partnership with 

my brother—he has been in business about fifteen years. I have been with him for ten years, and a partner 
for about three years.

2592. Have you more thau one shop ?— We have four shops in Carlton, North Carlton, Fitzroy, 
and East Brunswick.

2593. Have you had anything to do with this coupon system ?— Yes, when the Coupon Company 
started their representative called upon us and stated the case. We considered the matter, and felt 
that it would be unprofitable to enter into any negotiations with the company—we felt we had not a 
large enough margin of profit to allow 5 per cent., and we refused to take them. Some time after 
this we found that the coupons were taking away our business, and we had to face either losing our 
business or paying this percentage to keep our business, so we approached the Coupon Company on 
behalf of two of our shops that were suffering most, but the company refused to allow us to have 
coupons in those shops on the ground that- there were other people within a certain radius who had 
the coupons before us, so we could not get them, but after frequent application they allowed us to 
have them in one shop—the Carlton shop.

2594. What has been the result ?—The result has been that the business has been increased to a 
certain extent—we lost business by not having the coupons, and that business has been regained, and 
perhaps a few pounds over ; but, while the business was increased by perhaps 2 0  per cent., we have to pay 
5 per cent, upon 80 per cent, of our business in order to gain 7 \  per cent, on 20 per cent. The other alter­
native was to lose our business, so, in the hope that the Legislature would do something, we have been 
carrying on—we have tried frequently to get the coupons into two other businesses that were suffering 
most.

2595. Have you succeeded ?— No, they refused to allow us to have them. We found that we 
could get the coupons in another way, and in the meantime we were informed by the company that 
the reason that we could not get them in the Fitzroy shop was that some people had opened in 
opposition to us on the understanding from the company that "we were not to have the coupons the 
company gave them the sole rights to the coupons in that district, and they would not allow us to 
have them under any consideration.

2596. Does that prejudicially affect your Fitzroy business ?— Yes, to a great extent. W e found 
we could buy the coupons from the public by paying them 2 s. per 1 0 0 , and we felt that that was one 
means by which we could injure the company’s business, quite rightly, as we cousideied. e ia\e cen 
able to buy the coupons with the result that we have been able to regain the business that we lost, but we
have had to pay for it. , „ ?

2,597. Your present position is worse than it was before the company appeared on the scene .
Certainly it is. ' , . , ,

2598. The company has imposed this taxation on you ?—1 es, as a sleeping paitnei. . . ,
2599 Have you found any advantage to your business, except self-protection, from obtaining m

coupons ? We have only accepted them in self-defence; in one shop m which the coupons i.ive no
affected us very much we are not giving them, but in the other three we have had to give le c.oupons, an

we h a v e ^ . M t i . 0  the tnl(Je you had Leforc do y0„  fi„d any advantage accruing fo you in fhose
three shoes 1—'The advantage is very slight, if any.

2601. Do you get a greater proportion of cash trade ?—W e are cash grocers.



2602. Any advantage you get is simply in the increase of your business?—We have to pay to 
maintain our business at the standard it was before, there is a very slight increase.

2603. What additional business you do get costs you more than the profit it yields ?—Yes, 
considering that we have to pay 5 per cent, on 80 per cent, of the business in order to get 7^ per cent, on 
2 0  per cent.

2604. What do you say the coupon system does as at present applied ?—We can only speak by our 
own experience ; but we feel if this system becomes universal we shall have to raise our prices to recoup 
our expenses.

2605. The traders would gain nothing from that ?—No, nor the customers either.
2606. The only gainers would be the company, who would levy their tax upon the customers 

through the traders ?—Yes, as far as We can see.
2607. Have you always been cash buyers ?—Yes.
2608. Are the profits in your business such as to permit you to pay a tax of from 3^ per cent, to 

5 per cent.?—No, from our experience we cannot do it.
2609. Have you any experience of the desire for coupons leading to a small extra expenditure?— 

One customer came to me and bought o^d. worth of goods, gave me another halfpenny, and said—“ You 
will have to keep that and give me a coupon.” I have known people who were buying butter at l id .  per 
lb. pay Is. in order to get the coupons.

2610. Would it not be a benefit to you to get the extra penny, seeing that the coupon is estimated
only to cost three-tenths of a penny ?—It  would be a benefit to us, but detrimental to the consumer.

2611. In your opinion, does this system increase the total amount of the cash purchases?—In our 
experience the increase is very slight.

2612. Presumably the extra cash which would be spent with the coupon shops would be withdrawn 
from the other shops where they formerly obtained credit?—Yes.

2613. Have you anything to say about the system as a whole ?— For the reasons I  have stated as 
to people ignorantly offering tradesmen higher prices, we do not think it encourages thrift.

2614. Do you see any advantage in the system ?— None whatever. If  the system becomes 
universal another company will be started, and then there will be no gain to the individual trader, but only 
to the company.

2615. B y  M r. Coldhcim .—You say you cannot afford to pay 3^ per cent, discount upon your cash 
sales ?—It  is a question whether it is 3̂ - per cent.

2616. You say you cannot afford to pay 3^ per cent.?—No.
2617. Have you any objection to a person who can afford to do so giving that discount ?—I suppose 

he would not ask me.
2618. You would not complain of his doing it if he said— “ I  can afford to give 3-| per cent, discount, 

and I  am going to do it.” You would not say he was dealing unfairly with you ?—I f  he was competing 
fairly we would not complain.

2619. Are you going to infer that these people are competing unfairly because they say—“ We can 
and will pay 3^ per cent, by way of cash discount ” ?— My experience is that grocers, as a rule, are unable 
to pay the 3^ per cent.— that is generally admitted among the tradespeople.

2620. Are yon going to infer that the grocer who says— “ I  will give 3^ per cent, as a cash discount,” 
is acting unfairly ? —I could not say that.

2621. If men come here and say— “ We can afford to pay the company this amount, and we get good 
value for the money,” would you say they are mistaken?—I should say my testimony was as good as 
theirs.

2622. Your testimony is about your own business. I  am speaking about their business. If they 
say it pays them, will you say they are wrong ?— I  will say that it does not pay me.

2623. All you know is your limited experience in one shop for a few months ?—I  suppose we have 
had the coupons for four or five months.

2624. When did you start the one shop under an agreement with the Coupon Company ?—I am not 
quite sure.

2625. Have you discontinued the coupon system in that shop ?—When we started to buy from the 
public the agreement was at an end.

2626. You broke your agreement with the company, and they refused to supply you any longer?
Yes.

2627. You said you did not think this system increased cash purchases. What do you know about 
any other system. You have had nothing but cash business all along. You meant that it slightly increased 
the number of your cash customers ?—Yes, that is what I  meant.

2628. You did not desire to tell the Committee that this system might not turn credit customeis 
into cash customers ?—No. I  have no knowledge of that.

2629. Why do you carry on a cash business instead of a cash and credit business ?—We prefer to 
deal for cash. One reason is that the credit trader has to have more capital. Then, with a cash trade, 
there is no collecting of accounts, no bad debts, and no bookkeeping.

2630. Do you solicit orders ?— Yes.
2631. And deliver goods ?—Yes. We have a few rounds, and on those rounds the customers do 

not all pay cash ; but in our counter trade, in connexion with which we give the coupons, it is all cash.
2632. Your business as a whole is a cash one ?— Yes.
2633. In addition to these reasons you have given, have you not got certain advantages in pur­

chasing ?— I suppose buyers with capital always get advantages.
2634. As a man of sense, if you had an ordinary mixed business, half cash and half credit, such as 

grocers in many suburbs have, would you not consider it desirable to turn it into a cash business?—I do 
not know. I cannot express an opinion.

2635. I suppose the result of your cash system is that you cut down prices as low as you can? ■
Y"es.

2636. Do you see any difference between your allowing your customers 5 per cent, better price than 
the man next door, and the man next door giving 5 per cent, discount upon the sales he makes. Is there



any difference. If  he sells goods at £  100, and gives 5 per cent, discount, and you sell the same goods for 
£95, you are both in the same position as far as the public are concerned ?— We do not hold that it is quite 
as satisfactory.

2637. I  am speaking of the cash discount. Is it not the same as far as the purchaser is concerned ? 
—Yes. 1

2638. Have you got a wine and spirit licence ?—No.
2639. Do you advertise?— No. The margin of profit is not large enough to allow of advertising.
2640. You cut the prices down in order to attract custom to yourself ?— Yes, to compete with

2641. The competition is necessitated by the desire to attract custom to your shop ?—Yes.
2642. You consider cutting prices to the lowest possible point a satisfactory way of doing that ?—

othei 

Yes.
2643. Would you consider cutting down the wages of your employes a satisfactory way of doing it? 

—No, but we will have to do that if we keep on giving coupons.
2644. If  people come here and say that they have raised the wages of their employes in consequence 

of their taking the coupons would you say they were dishonest ?— I should say their experience does not 
tally with ours.

2645. Would you say they are mistaken or dishonest ?—I can quite conceive of a man, whose 
business has benefited perhaps to the extent of 2 0 0  per cent., doing such a thing as that, but the thing 
seems to me most improbable.

2646. I suppose you recognise that if you sell £100 worth of goods, certain expenses are absolutely 
the same as if you sold £150 worth of goods ; that is, interest on the capital invested in the buildings, rent, 
remuneration for your own services, and things of that kind ?— Yes.

2647. The only additional cost in selling £150 worth, where you previously sold £ 1 0 0  worth, would 
be the cost of the extra labour ?— Yes.

2648. There is no other element to be considered at all ?— Your accommodation may not allow you 
to turn over that amount.

2649. Assuming you could do the business on the same premises ?—If you assume a lot of things 
you might be able to do it.

2650. How much can you increase your present business without having to increase your accommo­
dation ?—I  could not increase the business very much without having to increase the accommodation— 
perhaps 30 per cent., and when you increase the business, you increase the rental value of your property.

2651. You mean that your landlord at the expiration of your lease might put up your rent?—Yes, 
there are increased expenses with the increased amount of business done.

2652. Can you suggest any other increase except the extra labour ?— I may not be able to suggest 
any, but that does not say I hat there will not be any.

2653. What shop was opened in Fitzroy in order that the coupons might cut into your business ?—■ 
I t  is in St. G-corge’s-road, between Reid-street and Scotchmer-street.

2654. Is that Mrs. Pouton's shop ?— She is known as Mrs. Ponton.
2655. Do you know that the Pontons have a large shop in Welliugton-street, and have had it for 

years, and that this is merely a branch ?— The representative of the Coupon Company told me that this 
woman opened on the distinct understanding that no one else would be allowed to have the coupons within
a certain radius of her. . . .

2656. Have not Scott and Coles in that vicinity both got shops which distribute coupons ?— Yes, 
when the representative told me that within a certain radius there were restrictions lie mentioned Scott 
across the railway, but it was not until we had been refused more than once to be allowed to distribute 
coupons in St. George’s-road, that Coles bought Thompson's business there, and started to distribute

P 2657 Will you swear that Mrs. Pouton did not carry on business in that shop for years before the 
company came into existence ?—I  will swear that the representative of the company informed me that
Mrs. Pouton opened that shop and started the coupons. _

2658. I f  the representative of the company tells me that the shop was m existence before the
company, will you persist in that statement ?— I will stick to my statement.

2659. Will you swear the shop was not in existence to your own knowledge ?—No, not ot my own
knowledge. . . „ T ,

2660. B y  the lion . T . C. H arw ood .—Do you distribute coupons in all your shops .—In tnree shops. ;
one shop is not affected, so we do not distribute them there. _

2661. Do you find any difficulty in getting coupons from the public ? Not much.
2662. How did you go to work to get the coupons ?—We put an advertisement in the window that

we were buying coupons, and the people brought them to us.
2663. What price do you give?—2s. per 100. n „ r , , , , ,
2664. You have no difficulty in getting all the coupons you want ?— We have not had up to the

PieS8nt2665. How many coupons do you get through in the three shops ? I cannot say. My brother is
senior partner in the firm. , „ , -nn o ooo a week.

2666. Can you give us any idea ?—I t  would run into something like , >

will have to form other coupon companies for their own protection . Yes, m se e
9fi69 Therefore it will become universal ?—It may do so. ,
2 5 7 o'. Do you think it will ?—I think so, and if it does become universal we will have to mciease 

the p r m c ^  thogQ conditions (]lQ Coupon Company would become a permanent incubus upon the

trade . ^ e s  ^  com pany w ould  be the  only ones l ik e ly  to derive auy b e n e f i t? —Y e s .
2673* The result of that would be a permanent increase in the prices to the public .



2 6/4. B y th e  Hon. J . 31. D avies.— Were you advertised in the company’s books?—I believe we 
were for tlm Elgin-street sliop,

2(3i 5. Did you get a greater increase in business in connexion with that shop than in those that 
were not advcriised ?— No, we had less advantage in the Carlton shop than in any other.

26/6. How do you account for that ?— I do not know; in some districts the people are more gone on 
the coupons than in others, that is how we noticed the decrease in business more in some districts than 
others - in one of our shops there was hardly any decrease at all, showing that the people did not take an 
interest in the coupons, but in some shops it had a very marked effect.

2677. Do you buy the coupons from the people to whom you distribute them or from people 
outside ?— They all came from outside at the start, we bought a great number at the start and we have 
not needed to buy many since.

2678. B y  the Hon. D . M elv ille .— Is that done pretty widely as a sort of antidote to the company ? 
—I  cannot say how widely it is done.

2679. Can you buy more than you could at first ?— We have to refuse them.
2680. The people prefer money to getting goods at the shop?— Yes, they prefer the cash.
2681. Have they admitted that to you ?— Some of them have admitted that they would sooner get 

the cash than go and get a present.
2682. The mere fact that you refuse to buy shows that you cannot take as many as you can get? 

— We cannot buy all that we can get.
2683. B y  M r. Coldham.— And still you apply to the company ?— We have not applied to the 

company since we started to buy them from the public.
2684. B y  the I lo n .J . 31. D avies.— Do you buy them in books and pull them off ?— We buy them in 

any way we can.
2685. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—Instead of presenting the coupons to the company and getting 

goods for them, the public bring them to you and get cash ?—Yes, they prefer that ; first of all, we started 
to buy them in books and steamed them off ourselves, but when we found we could get so many we made 
it a condition that they brought them to us in the same condition as they received them.

2686. Are the same coupons brought to you time after time ?—They may be, we cannot identify
them.

2687. If they are passed from hand to hand to that extent they are not redeemed by the company ?
—Yes.

2688. B y  the Hon. D . M e lv ille .— In reality it is a sort of floating paper money ?—Yes.
2689. B y  the Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse.— Do you find the people to whom you give these coupons bring 

them back to you and sell them for cash ?— Some of them.
The witness w ithdrew .

James Henry Mason, examined.
2690. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—What are you ?—A grocer, in High-street, Malvern.
2691. B y  M r. D eak in .—How long have you been in business as a grocer ?—As an assistant and a 

master, some sixteen years.
2692. You are acquainted with the coupon system which has been introduced by the company ?— 

Not by personal experience. I  have not taken the coupons ; I  understand the system and have had some 
experience of its working.

2693. Having heard the previous evidence, will you say how the system has impressed you ?—Not 
having personal experience of having the coupons, I  can only speak of the tactics in trying to get me to 
take the coupons. About sixteen months ago the representative of the Coupon Company called upon me, 
looked round my shop, and stated he called upon me first, seeing that I held a very good position—my 
shop is on the corner of two streets. I  then asked him what was the idea of the company ; what were 
the advantages ? He stated it was a co-operative company, and their coupons would be distributed to 
those who would take them. I  said— “ Well, if I take the coupons, I  will have to give those coupons, 
which represent a percentage of my takings, on all the takings I  already enjoy, so if I  do £ 1 0 0  a week I 
will have fo give coupons representing 5 per cent, on the £100. I  do not like that.’* Then he said— 
“ The advantage you will have is this, we will not give the coupons to any other tradesmen in your line 
in the district, or in the vicinity”—he did not name any boundaries. I  said—“ Do you want me to give 
5 per cent, on the turnover which I  am now doing for the advantage that I  will get in taking cash trade 
from my neighbours ? I  refuse to do it. We are all neighbours ; wo enjoy each other’s company, and if 
you want me to do such a creeping thing as (hat, I refuse.” l ie  said—“ Well, we will have to go to the 
others.” I  said—“ Very good, I  Avill depend upon the others’ sense of right in refusing you, as I have 
done.”

2694. Did the others refuse ?—Yes, they did. Ju s t  after that, Mr. Moran, my neighbour, came down 
and he said—“ Did you have the coupon man call upon you ?” I said—“ Yes ;” he said—“ Are you taking 
them ?” I  said—“ N o ;” he said—“ That is right ; I am not taking them either.” Then Mr. Hayes, 
my next neighbour, came and said—“ Are you taking coupons ?” I said— “ No, are you ?” and ho said— 
“ No.” I told them the agent had approached me, and they said he had done exactly the same thing. 
I  found other tradesmen were taking them, and I  found my wife was getting them. I  told her not to get 
them ; it was lowering her to get them, especially from one man, a fruiterer. I said— “ You see how that 
man has to work—he gets up at four o’clock in the morning when we are asleep. When you ask him to 
give you a discount it is cruel, and I  will not allow it.”

2695. Will your business afford it ?—No.
2696. Will the other businesses, such as a fruiterer’s, afford it ?—No ; they cannot possibly do it. 

I  think it is an insidious thing, undermining honest trade ; it is merely diverting the cash ti ade which 
already exists from those who enjoyed it, into a channel where those coupons are given.

2697. And the customer pays for i t ? — Y es; everyone in business knows that. All articles of 
trade do not carry the same profit ; there are lines in every trade, which are not in everv-day requisition, 
which carry a fair amount of profit, and there are lines which are in every-day requisition which carry a



sma l l  pe r c en t a ge  o f  profit .  T a k e  ke ro se ne — to-day i t  costs 3s.  3d. ,  and it  is sold in some places  a t  2s. 9d.  
M i .  J c o l t  told yo u  ho only did bus iness  in t hose  l ines Avhieh showed  t he  l arge st  ma rg in  of profit,  and  w hen  
t hey  t a k e  those  l inos f i om e \ e i y  ( r adcsman and  g ive  t he m a w a y  for no th ing ,  i t  t akes  a w a y  the  chance  of 
those t r ade smen  a v e ra g i n g  up t he i r  profits,  b ecause  peop le  wi l l  not  buy goods  w h ich  they  t h i nk  t h ey  can 
ge t  ioi not i i ing.  I h i s  c om pa ny  is d r a w in g  the  o per cent ,  f r om the  t r ad e sm en  and deal i ng  in t h e  ve ry  
goods  w h ic h  t h e  t r ade smen  a re  d ep en d in g  upon  to ave r age  t he i r  profits.

2698. You are pointing to the company as a seller of goods ? Yes.
2699. By the coupon system, the customer is led to suppose that he gets the goods for nothing ?— 

Yes ; and, of course, the novelty of running alter something, and getting something for nothing, makes 
people run to places where they get coupons.

2700. Ih c  company do not sell groceries ?—No ; they only sell lines in which the public are really 
ignorant of the profit which exists. Everyone knows the price of a hag of sugar or a ton of sugar, but 
everybody does not know the price of an umbrella or bric-a-brac. Those are the lines on which a large 
profit exists, and on which the crockcryman or other tradesman averages up his profits.

2701. Y ou do not blame Mr. Scott for picking the articles which give him the highest profit?— 
I  believe the trade would not take the action they arc taking to-day if articles wrere given which represented 
their face value, because then the company could not exist. I t  is the tremendous margin of profit between 
the article they get and the article they are supposed to get.

2702. I t  is clear that this system docs not commend itself to you ?—No, it does not.
2703. B y  JIr. Gohlham .— Would you have any objection to cash discounts themselves?—No.
2704. Supposing a person by means of cash discounts should get a pound together, would there be 

any objection to his going to a jeweller and investing it in plate ?—Certainly not, when the pound is his 
he can do as he likes with it.

2705. I f  the person who gets the coupons is content to spend the face value of that coupon in plate, 
you say you have an objection ?—They have no option ; they must go and take what is marked up.

2706. But have you any objection to it ?— They take those things, thinking they are getting their 
face value, but they are not.

2707. Do you mean getting 12s. 6 d. worth of goods for them ?—Yes.
2708. Do you mean at wholesale or retail prices ?—Retail.
2709. You assert that this company does not supply face value at retail prices ?—If they do they 

select those lines on which there is a large profit.
2710. Do you say they do not supply articles to the face value at retail prices ?—Never having- 

tried, I  cannot say.
2711. You think this is a system which deals exclusively with “ m ugs” ?—Undoubtedly, and 

selfish ones at that.
2712. You say you consider it an insidious undermining of fair, honest trade ?—Yes.
2713. Where did you get that from ?—I know what insidious means, and what, undermining means, 

and what honest trading means, and I  say when people get trade by trading upon the selfishness of trades­
men and the credulity of the public, it is insidious undermining of fair, honest trade.

2714. Do you object to one tradesman endeavouring to attract trade from another tradesman ?—Not 
in a fair, honest way.

2715. Such as lowering the prices or advertising to any extent?—Yes, whenever there is a profit 
existing.

2716. You draw the line with regard to reducing prices to the point at which a fair profit exists ?
—Yes.

2717. You do not consider selling kerosene at 2s. 9d. a tin is fair, honest, legitimate trading ?—There 
are circumstances— the kerosene might have been bought at a lower rate.

2718. Do you consider selling kerosene under present circumstances at 2s. 9d. a tin fair, honest 
trading?—If a person bought kerosene at 2s. 8 d. he is justified in selling at 2s. 9d.

2719. Is that a fair profit ?— That is as much profit as we can get.
2720. Is that a fair profit ?— No, it is not an average profit.
2721. What is the average profit ?—If you sell the kerosene at Id. profit and a pound of tea at 5d. 

profit that averages each article. I t  would be about lo per cent., which is a fair average profit on the 
turnover.

2722. Have I to look to each article to find out whether what you consider is a fair average profit 
is being obtained, or must I look at the turnover ?— Ihc total turnover will gdvo vou a ceitain percentage.

”2723. Which am i  to look at to find out the proper percentage ?—Whichever way you like.
2724. Is sugar sold at an unfair price, A1 sugar ?—There is 3d. a bag profit on that.
2725. You give that as an example of undercutting ?—That is an example where it does not do the 

tradesman justice when the lines on which he does get a profit are taken from him.
2726. He does not sell that line at a fair profit ?—lie  sells that line with the idea of selling- other

l ines a t  a  fa ir  profit .
2727. He cuts this line with the object of attracting business in other lines ?— les.
2728. Is that fair ?—It is hardly business-like.
2729. You consider 15 per cent, a fair profit all round?—Yes. _
2730. If the man next door cut prices so as to make a profit of 10 per cent, is that tair . t ie

would be justified in doing it as long as he could.
2731.

We generally rely upon fair competition.
2732 Is that fair ?—It is hardly business-like.
9 7 3 3  If you were selling goods that you could only afford to sell at £100 and the man I1GX c 0 0 1

sold them at £ 9 5 , would you consider that fair ?—It would be hardly fair in this way if would be cepait-
inu- from the custom. _ .

°  9734  W o u l d  you  cons ide r  i t  fa i r  t r ad ing  ?— Yes ,  I  suppose it, wou ld  be fair enough .
9735 I f  i n s t e a d  of sel l ing t he  goods  a t  .£95 he  sold t hem a t  £ 1 0 0  a n d  gave  his  cu s tome i s  o pei  cent.  

r  , 7 w o u ]d t ha t  be fai r  ?— I t  wou ld  be ev idence  that, h e  was  t r y ing  to ge t  a l i t t le advan tage ,
i iscou W o u ld  you  cons ide r  it fair  ?— I f  he  t h o u g h t  he could do i t  it wou ld  be fai r  enough.

l l l t M L  11 1  u u x u i ^  i v  11.-5 < . to  i-J v  v / v u i u .  .

T h e  c u t t i n g  o f f  o f  3 3  p e r  c e n t ,  w o u l d  b e  j u s t i f i a b l e  in  o r d e r  to  t a k e  a w a y  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  .



2737. You consider it fair for a man to give cash discounts for the purpose of attracting trade from 
you to himself?—It  would only remain for me to do the same.

2738. But it would he fair ?—I should feel a little annoyed at it.
2739. But would it be fair from a trading point of view ?—I could not say it was unfair.
2740. If  he chose to give the 5 per cent, discount in the form of printed pieces of paper, that would 

not affect you ?— Yes, it would in this way—if a cash discount is given individually by each tradesman the 
whole thing becomes so unmanageable that it falls through, but this Coupon Company renders it easy for the 
public to collect from the butcher, the baker, or every other tradesman. Concentrating the coupon and
making it the one value affords greater facilities for the public to get hold of the coupons, and it tends to
success where individual cash attempts fail—we consider that is inimical to business.

2741. I t  would not be unfair if the man next door were to give 5 per cent, cash discount ?—If he 
did it to the injury of his neighbour it would be unfair.

2742. I f  he did it with the object of taking trade from you that would be unfair ?—If he cut under 
the prices at which I  could sell, or if he gave away articles of my trade to induce custom to himself it 
would be unfair. In  the town in which I  live there is a draper who is doing a large business—there was 
a boot man next door also doing a splendid business. Presently the draper conceived the idea that he 
could do an enormous trade and attract business from other channels, so he found out from the bootmaker 
where he got his boots from, and gave an order for about £500 worth of boots from the same merchant. 
They were supplied, and then the draper told his customers that every purchaser of £ 5  worth of drapery 
would be presented with a pair of boots, and any purchaser of a guinea’s worth of drapery would be 
presented with a boy’s or girl’s pair of boots. The consequence was, that the man was deluged with business 
and the poor bootmaker never sold a pair—he had a tremendously large stock and he had to go insolvent, 
simply because the draper took away his trade. In  the same way I say this business is unfair.

2743. Supposing you were selling goods at £100 which you considered gave you a fair profit, and 
the man next door started to sell the same goods at £95, would you consider that unfair upon his part ?— 
Not in ordinary fair trading.

2744. If  instead of selling at £95 he sold them at £ 1 0 0  and gave 5 per cent, cash discount, would 
you consider that unfair ?— It  would not be so straight ; there would be an ulterior motive in it.

2745. Suppose a man sold the goods for £100 and gave 5 per cent, discount in coupons, what 
would you say to that ?—Under the present circumstances it would be less straight still, because these 
coupons draw away trade.

2746. Do you consider it unfair to attempt to attract your trade by these devices ?—Yes, because 
it is trading upon the credulity of the public, and giving them something novel ; it would be taking an 
advantage.

2747. You object both to the 5 per cent, discount and the 5 per cent, coupons ?—Yes.
2748. Why do you not consider it quite straight for a man to allow 5 per cent, discount in cash ?— 

I t  is suggestive of doing something secretive from his neighbour ; he is doing something that his neighbour 
has not an opportunity of knowing about.

2749. If  he advertised in his window “ 5 per cent, discount given here,” you would not have any 
objection to it ?—Perhaps not.

2750. You object to the 5 per cent, discount because the public are fools ?—I do not say that.
2751. They think they get something that they do not get ?—Yes, there is a pervading desire to 

get something for nothing, and the public are attracted by it.
2752. Is your business affected by this coupon system ?—No, because I  put on extra exertion to 

make up for it.
2753. Your opposition is merely upon high moral grounds ?— Yes, I  dare say I  might be doing 

more trade that I  do not know anything about.
2754. Have you a wine licence?—No.
2755. Do you regard that as a monopoly ?—I have a grocer’s licence.
2756. Is that a monopoly ?—Yes, it is to a certain extent, but we have to pay £35 a year for it.^
2757. The people who buy coupons have to pay for the privilege. The people in competition with 

you cannot get a licence ?—They could if they had been as smart.
2758. B y  the Hon. T . Com rie.—Is yours entirely a cash business ?— No, it is a cash and family

trade.
2759. Do you give any discount for cash?—It  is not recognised in the retail trade, but in the 

wholesale trade discount is recognised. I f  you buy goods and pay within a month you get 2 \  per cent, 
discount, and if you pay spot cash you get 3^ per cent. In the retail trade a cash discount is not 
recognised, but there are a few gentlemen who have been connected with the wholesale trade and being 
extra keen they sometimes demand it. In  those instances we give it, knowing they are accustomed to it,
but it is not the custom to give discount.

The witness withdrew.

Thos. II. Whitworth, examined.
2760. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—What are you ?—A grocer and wine and spirit m erchant, in 

Victoria-avenue, Albert Park.
2761. B y  M r. Dealcin.— How many years have you been carrying on business ?— Sixteen years for

myself.
2762. Have you had any dealings with the Coupon Company ?—The first lime I  came into contact 

with the Coupon Company one of the representatives called on me and asked me if I  would take the 
system up. I  thought over it and I  could not see that it would pay us to do it, having a good business at 
the time. He called on me several times and I  refused to have anything to do with it. I  inally, he came 
down on a Saturday and told me he would give me until Monday at midday to come in and see them, and 
if I  did not come in then, they would give the coupons to my neighbour, who was anxious to take them up. 
I  did not go in, and on the Monday night I  saw my neighbour, who told me he had taken them up- 
thought it might be awdcward for me and I  intended to go in in the morning, but on the way I  mot the 
canvasser. I  said I  would take them, but he said— “ You are too late, you cannot have them now.



2763. Did your business suffer in consequence of your not having them ?—No, I  did not give them 
the chance. I  got a few shopkeepers together and we started a company of our own so as (o keep our 
businesses together.

2764. Were your coupons interchangeable by drapers and bootmakers for iheir goods ?—Yes, it was 
our idea to interview the draper, butcher, and other tradespeople, so that we could make an interchange of 
coupons, and any of the shopkeepers would redeem them, and we had a depot where a shopkeeper would 
give the value for them when they were brought there.

2765. How did it work?—It worked very well for a time. We had a great number of shopkeepers 
who had been refused by the Coupon Company coming to us and asking for our coupons, but those who 
took them up were very much against the system, like ourselves, and when they thought the thing had 
died out they let it drop. A  good mauy have been given away ; I  am giving them away at the present 
time.

2766. Do you give them to everyone ?—To those who ask for them.
2767. You do not limit them to one tradesman within a certain area ?—No, we give them to men 

next door to one another. We got it up for the defence of the trade.
2768. Did giving them to everyone who asked for them militate against the success of your coupon 

company?—No doubt if we had pushed the business we would have made a success of it, but we only 
took it up in self-defence. So long as we had the baker, the butcher, the draper, and so on, taking them, 
that was all we required, but we are opposed to the whole system.

2769. You are a supporter of the Bill ?— Yes.
2770. Do you think your trade can afford to pay this extra 5 per cent. ?—Not in the grocery trade, 

we cannot afford to pay anything at all. We must get it out of the customers if we are to make it pay.
2771. Are you a director of this Coupon Association?—I am one of the active men in it.
2772. How many coupons have you issued ?—315,000 altogether.
2773. How many have you redeemed ?—98,000.
2774. How is it that such a large proportion are unredeemed?— We cannot understand it. Not 

many have been inquired for lately and very few have come back. There seems an immense profit in it.
2775. B y  the lion, the C hairm an.—Are you still issuing them ?—Yes.
2776. Do you redeem them in cash or goods?— Whichever they like.
2777. B y  M r. D eak in .— What price do you issue them at ?— We issue them at 2s. per 1 0 0 , and 

redeem them at Is. 3d.
2778. B y  the Hon. J. M . D a v ie s .— What is the face value of the coupon ?—We give them on the 

same terms as the other company—one 6 d. coupon for every 6 d. woith purchased.
2779. How much can they purchase for them ?—100 coupons are worth Is. 3d. in goods. We take 

them back from the shopkeepers at Is. 3d. per 100 and sell them again for 2 s. They are brought back in 
books. They must be pasted in the books when they are brought back again.

2780. B y  the Hon. the C h airm an .— Yours is a genuinely co-operative company, Avhicli binds . 
together all the tradesmen connected with it ?—Yes.

2781. B y the Hon. T. C. H arw ood .—What do the public give you ?—We issue them to the public 
free of charge, and when they bring them back we give them Is. 3d. worth in cash or goods.

"2782. B y  the Hon. J . M. D a v ie s .— What does a customer get when he buys go::ds by coupons ?—• 
When a purchaser gets 50 of those coupons he can bring them back and get 7^d. for them in cash or in 
goods.

2783. B y  the Hon. T. Com rie.— W h o  ge t s  t h e  benef i t  of t h i s  p r o f i t ? — T h e  associat ion.
2784. The association pockets the difference?—Yes, and it pays us very well.
2785. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—Have you any notion where the remainder of the coupons have

gone to ?—No, we started last November, a week or two after this Coupon Company.
2786. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey.— What is the name of your company ?—The Australian Coupon 

Company. W e  have a registered trade mark. I t  is a 6 d. in a diamond. The other people have an oval; 
ours is blue and theirs is green.

2787. B y  M r. Coldham .—Do you know Mr. Seidel, who gave evidence here ?—Yes.
2788. Does he take your coupons ?—No.
2789. Does a brother of his, or one of his partners?—I never knew that he had a partner.
2790. Do you sell your coupons to rival grocers ?—To anybody who wants to take them.
2791. You depend upon the sale of your coupons for your profit ?—Yes.
2792. Could you shut up your grocery business now ?—No.
2793. You issue 100, and if those are redeemed you make a profit of 9d. ?—Yes.

- 2794. In  fact, it is more than 9d., because you only supply Is. 3d. worth of goods, and the
wholesale price of those goods would be about 10d., so that Avhen they bring in their 2s. worth of coupons
they get about lOd. worth of goods ?— We give them Is. 3d. worth of goods at retail prices.

2795. What happens to the other 9d. ?— It  goes into our pockets.
2796. What do you do for that 9d. ?—We have advertised them, and issued books exactly the same

as the other company.
2797. You think it is perfectly fair and legitimate ?—No, I  do not.

The w itness w ithdrew .

James Collins, examined.
2798. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— What are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business in Rathdown-

s t r e e t ,  ^  Deahin.— H o w  long  h a v e  you  been in bus iness  ?— Seven  o r j f i g h t  years .
2800 .  Y o u  a re  a cqua i n t e d  w i th  t h e  bus iness  of t he  Coupon  C o m p an y  ?— 1 es.
2801.  H a v e  yo u  eve r  h ad  t he i r  coupons  ?— Yes.
2802  F r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y  ?— N o  ; t hey  r e fu sed  to g ive  t hem to me.
?8 03  D id  t h ey  offer t h e m  to you  ?— T h e y  d id  in t he  fi rst  i ns t ance ,  b u t  I  decl i ned to t ak e  t h e m

b e c a u s e ^  could no t  sec m y  way  c lear  to m a k e  i t  pay.



2804. Do you not think your business could stand 5 per cent. ?—No ; but I have been compelled 
to take them since in self-defence.

2805. Do you mean the company’s coupons ?—Yes.
2806. Where do you get, them ?— From the public.
286*7. How do you got them from the public ?—I advertise in the Age sometimes, and sometimes 

I  put an advertisement, in my window.
2808. That, brings you all the coupons you want ?—Yes, ten times as many as I want.
2809. What do you pay for them ?—From Is. 6 d. to 2s. a 100.
2810. You found that others who were granted the coupons were depriving you of the volume of 

your business ?— Yes ; and when I asked for them the company would not give them to me.
2811. Since you have been using the coupons have you retained your business ?—Yes ; I got back 

what I was losing.
2812. Have you got any advantage ?—None whatever that I  can see.
2813. Not even in the wav of improving your cash takings, or getting rid of bad debts ?—It  has 

increased my cash takings about £ 2 0  a month, but against that it costs me about £ 2  a week for coupons.
2814. Is the £20 of gross receipt extra ?—Yes.
2815. You do not make much out of it ? —I am at a dead loss, but I am compelled to do it because 

others are offering them.
2816. But what do you say to the system ?—I  do not like it, at all.
2817. If  you could get the coupons, and your neighbours could not get them, what would you think 

of it then ?—I could not afford to take them in the first instance. A grocer’s profits come to about 10 per 
cent, gross in the first instance.

2818. IIow much do you deduct for your working expenses ?—Between 7 \  per cent, and 8  per cent.
2819. Is yours a cash business ?— Cash and credit, both.
2820. You cannot stand a 5 per cent, demand if you only make 3 per cent, profit?—No.
2821. If you have to take the coupons you have to make up for it in some way ?— At the present 

time I  am losing by it. The money I used to make, now goes to pay for coupons, and I  am not able to 
take out such a large salary for myself as I  used to do.

2822. If  the system is continued the customers will have to pay for it ?—Decidedly ; I cannot afford 
to pay for it.

2823. Can people in the grocery business bear (his 5 per cent, impost?— No ; those that have got 
it have got a huge monopoly, and the extra takings pay for the coupons, but they have no advantage for 
it, they simply work for the coupon people.

2824. How is it those coupons are offered to you at those prices ?—The public prefer to sell them 
for cash rather than have them redeemed by the Coupon Company ; almost in every instance I  have taken 
them from people who have had them redeemed by the Coupon Company in. the first instance, and have 
been so dissatisfied with the things they have got that they preferred to take cash instead. I  know that 
from complaints made to me in almost every instance.

2825. Practically the coupons you use simply go backwards and forwards between you and the 
public without going back to the company at all ?— Yes, as many as four or five times, to my own 
knowledge.

2826. Who are those who are most eager for the coupons ?—Children, as a rule.
2827. B y  M r. Coldham .— Do you suggest that the children are buying groceries on their own 

account?—No ; but the mothers in a great many instances will not trouble with the coupons, whereas the 
children do.

2828. The children are buying on behalf of the family with the family’s money ?— Yes.
2829. They are the ones who generally ask for the coupons ?—Yes,
2830. I t  is in the poorer families as a rule that the children are sent to make the family purchases? 

—Not always.
2831. Is it not so generally?—Not as far as my experience goes.
2832. Is your experience limited to this colony ?—Yes.
2833. You say that the children are not generally the children of the poorer classes ?—No, the 

children of the well-to-do classes come as well.
2834. What classes do you divide them into?—There is the better class consisting of people who 

are earning a decent salary, say from £3 to £5 a week.
2835. Which do you consider the poorer classes ?—Those earning from £1 up to £3.
2836. Are not those the two classes from which the children come to purchase goods from you?—

Yes.
2837. Do you say that the return on your capital per annum is only 10 per cent.?—I  say the gross 

profits are about 1 0  per cent, on the gross turnover.
2838. IIow often do you turn over your capital in the course of a year?—Some of it once a year, 

some of it every week.
2839. How often do you reckon you turn over your capital in the course of a year ?—I should say 

from four to five times.
2840. Then you make upon your capital about 40 to 50 per cent, gross profit ?—I cannot see it.
2841. You make 1 0  per cent, on each turnover?—Yes.
2842. And you turn it over from four to five times a year ; does not that mean that you make a 

gross profit upon your capital of 40 to 50 per cent.?—Yes, I dare say it would be if you look at it in that 
way, but that is not the way we look at it. We look at it that if our gross profit is 1 0  per cent, and our 
working expense is 8  per cent., that leaves 2 per cent, to ourselves. If  your turnover is £ 1 0 0  a week, 
your gross profit 1 0  per cent., and your working expenses 8  per cent., that leaves £ 2  a week for yourself.

2843. When you turn over your stock, that stock represents your capital ?— Not necessarily.
2844. B y  the lion, the C hairm an.— A sa  you speaking of the 1 0  per cent, upon the turnover ?— Yes, 

the gross sales.
2845. B y  Mr. C oldham .— And the sales are sales of goods purchased by your capital?— le s ,
2846. B y  the Hon, T. Comrie.—You take stock once a year?—Yes.



2847. You calculate your profits for the year to be 1 0  per cent.?— Yes.
2848. Out of which 8  per cent, goes for working expenses ?—Yes.

. ^ ^ 9 .  b y  M r. Cnldham.—If you invest £ 1 0 0  in stock on the 1 st January, you turn that over five 
times in the course of the year?—Yes.

2850. Then you sell £500 worth of goods ?— Yes.
. . y®u make 1 0  per cent, each time you turn that £ 1 0 0  over, which is 50 per cent, on the

onginal capitalj? \  es ; but then you have to take the working expenses out of that.
2852. Lou make a gross profit of 50 per cent, upon your original capital ?—Yes, if you look on it in

that way ; but we do not look at it in that way.
28o3. What do your working expenses come to ?—About 40 per cent.
2854. Then you make 1 0  per cent, upon your working capital?—Yes.
2855. You have to pay your working expenses and keep your wife and family out of that ?— Yes.
2856. Do you consider that a fair margin of profit ?—No, I do not.
2857. But you are compelled to do that by undercutting ?— Yes.
2858. Undercutting is a means of attracting custom from other people to the man who undercuts ? 

— It all depends upon how you go about it.
2859. Supposing a person comes alongside of you and reduces prices to attract custom, do you 

consider that unfair ?—No.
2860. You do not consider the reduction of prices in order to attract business is unfair?—No, that 

is a matter of business.
2861. Do you consider giving a cash discount is unfair?—Not if you can see your way clear to

do so.
2862. If  a man says—“ I can afford to give a cash discount, and thereby supply the public at a less

rate than you can do so,” do you consider that unfair ?—No ; he uses his own "discretion.
2863. I t  may ruin him ?—Yes.
2864. Is there any difference between a cash discount of 5 per cent, and a coupon discount of 5 

per cent. ?— Yes, a very great difference. In the one case, if a man sees his way clear, he can give 5 per 
cent, discount for cash ; but, in the other case, he is compelled to do so, whether he wants to do so or 
not.

2865. You may assume that when a man says—“ I can afford to pay 5 per cent, discount for cash,” 
he is justified in doing so ?—Yes.

2866. He is in no worse position if he pays 5 per cent, discount for cash than if he pays 5 per
cent, for coupon discount, as far as his pocket is concerned ?—No.

2867. You would not consider it unfair if he can do it ?—No.
2868. You recognise that, prior to this coupon system, there was no method of giving the cash

purchaser a discount on small purchases ?—No, and there was no margin to do it with.
2869. All you know outside your own personal business is mere hearsay ?—No, I  see what their

prices are marked up at, and I  know what they can buy at, so I  know what their profits are.
2870. Different people can buy at different prices ?—There is very little difference in the prices.
2871. Cannot people like Moran and Cato land stuff here cheaper than you can?—By importing 

their own they can.
2872. The man who can purchase from whoever he likes has an advantage over the man who has 

to deal by bills ?—I  have never had anything to do with bills, as I  buy on monthly terms.
2873. Are you tied to anybody ?— No.
2874. Another factor in determining the business is the street in which you carry on business?— 

No, 1 do not see much difference in that.
2875. If  you paid a Collins-street rent you could not sell goods at the same price as if you carried 

on business in a back street ?—I am not speaking of the city proper, I ana speaking of the suburbs.
2876. Are the rents in Rathdown-street as high as in Lygon-street ?—Yes.
2877. Do you mean that the rents in Lygon-street, up which the trams run, are not higher than 

they are in Rathdown-street, which runs along the Exhibition Gardens ?—I am not near the Exhibition 
Gardens.

2878. Are the rents the same in the one street as in the other ?—Yes.
2879. You recognise that Carlton may be a bad stand for selling under certain circumstances ?— 

No, I  do not think so.
2880. Have not Ball and Welch shifted to a more central position to encourage trade ?—No, I  am 

not aware of it.
2881. Are you not aware that they have shifted ?—No, I  know they have opened a branch 

establishment in town.
2882. Is your business both cash and credit ?—Yes.
2883. Elas it always been so ?—Yes.
2884. Are there any disadvantages in the credit system to your mind ?—No, I cannot see much.
2885. Do you make any bad debts ?—Very few.
2886. Those that you do make are a tax upon your business ?—Yes, from a to 1 per cent.
2887. Even that is not desirable ?—No ; but it is better to do that than to pay Sy per cent, for cash.
2888. What are the longest terms you have to let your money be out ?—Monthly accounts.
2889. Have you no accounts that stand longer than a month ?—I give no credit over a month.
2890. Do you mean that you get all your accounts collected every month ?—Not quite all ; there is 

a little standing over—not much. I  have not gone into the percentage, but perhaps it is 1^ per cent.
2891. That stands out for varying periods ?—Never more than three months.
2892. Would you not change your credit business for a cash business if you could? No ; I  find

the credit business pays better. You make sure of your customers, which you do not with cash.
2 3 9 3 . I t  is more expensive in bad debts, bookkeeping, and collecting ; but there are more than

compensating advantages for that ?— Yes ; the increased trade. _
2894. If a man is on your books he will stick to you instead of going somewhere else . les ,  and 

plenty of people will come to you and book for a week where they cannot pay cash down.



2895. You like to sec people who cannot pay cash booking the goods ? Yes.
2 8 9 6 . Is that a thing that is desirable?— If they wish it so.
2897. If a man comes and says— “ I cannot pay cash, but I wiil pay some time,” you will take him 

on ?—It is better to take him on with that understanding, and run the chance of his paying, than to pay 
Sly per cent, in order to get cash from everybody.

2898. When you sell goods to a man who says—661 am not going to pay cash,” do you charge the 
same prices as to a cash customer ?—Absolutely the same.

2899. Then it is not so desirable from a monetary point of view as a cash transaction ?—Yes, it is.
2900. I t  is just as goo 1 for you to get your money in one, two, or three months as to get cash down ? 

— Up to two months it is.
2901. Have you given cash discounts at any time?—Never, the trade will not allow it. Things are 

cut too fine ; there would be no advantage either to me or to the customer to put on the price, and then 
take it off in discount.

2902. If  a large number of grocers come and say it does pay them to get cash paid by means of the 
co-operative coupon system, thus enabling them to buy for cash, are they wrong?—If  you buy for cash from 
the merchants you will get from 3 per cent, to 3^ per cent, discount ; if you buy on one month’s bills you 
get seven weeks’ credit, and 2 \  per cent., so I  do not see where you save much by buying for cash.

2903. When people come here and say that it does pay them, what have you to say to that?— 
I  have only heard one grocer say it pays him.

2904. Supposing one man says it pays him to give these coupons on his cash takings, do you say he 
is mistaken ?—I do not think it pays him, but it gives him a huge monopoly over his neighbours.

2905. And that huge monopoly does not pay him ?—No.
2906. Then a monopoly is an undesirable thing ?— How can it pay him if he has to give away the 

profits of the increased trade to pay for coupons, what advantage does he derive from it ? I  think a man is 
very foolish to work for the Coupon Company or any one else if he can do without it.

2907. But if men do say that, do you say they are mistaken ?—I say I  do not believe them.
2908. Does it pay to have a monopoly in a business?— You would not care to work overtime for 

nothing, it simply means that you are working for the coupon people.
2909. You say a monopoly is not a desirable thing?—No.
2910. Have yon a monopoly in anything ?—No.
2911. Have you a grocer’s licence ?— No.
2912. Do you not think that is a monopoly ?— Some say it is, and some say it is not. I  do not 

know from experience.
2913. Can you speak from experience of the coupon system ?—Yes.
2914. You never bought any coupons from the company ?—No, but I  have issued them.
2915. You knew when you purchased those coupons that the understanding on which they were 

given out was that they were to be redeemed for goods only ?—No.
2916. Would you swear that you did not know it ?—Yes.
2917. Do you know it now ?—No.
2918. The public know that these coupons are redeemable by the company ?—Yes.
2919. B y  the Hon. W. K n ox .—You have never applied to the company to have them redeemed ?— 

No, I  simply issue them to the public, and they bring them back tome and sell them ; I  re-issue them again, 
and when they are tired of that they take them to the company and get them redeemed.

2920. B y  M r. Coldham.—In your business do you sell special lines at cutting prices to induce 
customers ?—Yes, a few.

2921. That is to attract custom to your business?—Yes.
2922. You do not consider that unfair ?—No.
2923. But you would much prefer that nobody did it ?—Yes.
2924. You would prefer that everybody should sell at 15 per cent, profit ?—Decidedly.
2925. The cutting system prevents you making that profit, and the coupon system and the expenses 

of advertising prevent it also ?—I do not think the' retail trade do much advertising.
2926. Is not Moran and Cato’s a retail business ?— They are about the only firm that do it, and they 

are as much wholesale as retail.
2927. All their shops in the suburbs are retail, are they not ?— Yes.
2928. They advertise on a scale that no single man could afford ?—Yes.
2929. They practically cut trade away from you by means of their extra capital?— They are not 

reckoned as cutters—that advertising is principally done for their country customers.
2930. Is it cutting to sell kerosene at 2s. 9d. a tin ?—I t  all depends on what you buy it at.
2931. Suppose you bought it at 2 s, 8 d. ?— That is making it a leading line.
2932. Is that not cutting to attract custom ?—Yes.
2933. Sugar at 2 | d .  is another leading line ?— Yes.
2934. Do you consider those devices perfectly fair?— Yes.
2935. You do them yourself ?—Yes, I do them of my own free will.
2936. You need not take these coupons unless you like ?—Yes, you are compelled to do it or lose 

your trade.
2937. You are compelled to cut certain lines or you would lose your trade ; you would not sell 

kerosene at 2s. 9d. if you could get 3s. 6 d.?—No, but you give the public the benefit of that and they 
come to you again.

2938. But the public get the benefit of the coupon discount ?— No.
2939. They get the benefit of 5 per cent, discount if it is given in cash ?—Yes.
2940. The only difference is that wilh the coupon discount people have to take goods ?—The only

difference is that with a cash discount the customer receives the full 5  per cent., while in the other case 
the company have to take their profit out of it, and that does not leave the customer very much.

2941. All the customer can do with his coupon discount is to invest it in goods ?— Yes.
2942. Under tl:e other system he has to do the same thing?— He could spend it more profitably 

than in buying the things that are there.



2913. Is your objection that he canuot go to your place and buy sugar and tea with the coupons, 
ould you consider the system was all right if the customer were allowed an unlimited choice of goods at 

retail prices ?—No, I  do not believe in the system at all
2944. What is your objection ? It  tends to create a monopoly for one thing ; you are compelled

to keep them and to give away a discount that you cannot aii'ord to give.
2945. What is the monopoly ?— Giving coupons to one and not to another. *
2946. I  here is nothing to prevent your issuing coupons ?—No, but when I  issue them I  gain

nothing by them.
2947. b u t  there is nothing to prevent your issuing coupons to the extent of 5 per cent, upon cash 

purchases ?— Nothing whatever.
2948. The company do not prevent you from issuing 15 per cent, coupons upon cash purchases 1—■ 

No, but I cannot afford to do so—if there was not such a thing as a Coupon Company in existence there 
would be no such discounts given.

2949. B y  M r. D eakin .—Is not the difference between cash and coupons that, if your rival offers 5 per
cent, cash discount, you can do exactly the same thing, and meet him on level ground, but if he gives 5  per
cent, discount in the coupons of the company, you cannot meet him. because you cannot get them ?—Yes,
that is where he has the monopoly.

2950. B y  M r. Coldham.—In your opinion the 5 per cent, cash discount is a better thing for the
public ?—Yes, if you can afford to give it.

2951. If  you could afford to give it, the public would take the 5 per cent, discount in preference to 
coupons ?— Yes, it would be a better thing for the public.

2952. There is nothing to prevent you offering it in opposition to the coupons system ?—No, 
ing to prevent my giving 20 per cent, if I  could afford it.there is nothing to prevent my giving 2 0  p

2958. B y  the Hon. T. C. H anvood .—You refused to take the coupons in the first instance?—Yes.
2954. You found your business declining, and in self-defence you had (o get them, and as the 

company would not give them to you, you have had to buy them from the public ?—Yes.
2955. How did that benefit you ?— Some of my customers left me because I  would not give them 

coupons, and when I  gave coupons they came back to me.
2956. I f  your net profits are 2 \  per cent., and these coupons cost you 3^ or 4 per cent., how does it 

benefit you ?—It  does not benefit me financially, but I  took them because we expected that it would not 
be very long before the coupons ran themselves out. I  would not do it as a permanent thing. Another 
thing is that they cause dissension among your customers. Customers who pay you weekly say their 
money is as good as cash, and it is really better than cash, because you retain their custom for the week.'

2957. But if the custom lands you in a loss how does it benefit you to retain that loss—if your net 
profits are 2 \  per cent, and the coupons are 3 per cert., how does that benefit you ?—I t  does not benefit 
me at all.

2958. Your only object is lo keep the business going until better times come ?— Yes. People who 
pay cash every week reckon that their money is as good as cash and they want coupons, and if you do not 
give them they say they will go elsewhere where they can get them.

2959. Do you deal with tradesmen who give coupons ?—No.
2960. B y  the Hon. J. M . D avies.— Do you consider that those tradesmen who have the privilege 

of buying coupons from the company have a monopoly ?—Yes, they have over those who cannot get them.
2961. They pay 24s. per 1 , 0 0 0  for them?— Yes.
2962. And you buy the same coupons for Is. 6 d. per 1 0 0  ?—Yes.
2963. Are you not in a better position by being debarred than those other tradesmen ?—Financially 

I  am, because I  do not pay as much.
2934. I  understand you to say that you prefer credit customers to cash customers ?—Yes, so long as 

they are anything like good pay.
2965. You consider your net profits are from 2  to per cent. ?—Yes, about that.
2966. And you consider your losses through giving credit amount to from \  per cent, to 1 per cent.?

—Yes.
2967. Does that mean upon your credit customers or on your total business ?— On the total business.
2968. W hat proportion of your customers are credit customers ?—About half.
2969. That would mean from 1 to 2 per cent, on your credit customers ?—From to 2 per cent.
2970. You give them one month’s credit but sometimes it runs into two months ?— Yes.
2971. Two months would be equal to 1 per cent, in the bank?—No, for a current account you do 

not get any percentage in the bank,
2972. Is not money worth 6  per cent, per annum to you ?—I t  all depends upon where you invest

it.
2973. As a business man, is not money worth 6  per cent. ?—Yes.
2974. Does not it cost you 6  per cent, if you overdraw ?—I cannot say.
2975. Is not the net result of all this that you actually lose on your credit customers ?—If a man 

who is doing a turnover of £100 per week is careful, his bad debts would not run him into more than £25
or £30 per annum. . x . , ,, ,

2976. Does it not mean that your losses of per cent, to 2 per cent, are on the total amount that
you sell on credit during the year ?— Yes. i • r

2977. Is  there any profit on your credit customers after you have deducted your expenses, which 
come to about 8  per cent., your losses by bad debts, which come to 2  per cent., and the value of the money 
for the time you are out of that money ?—No ; if you look at it in that way there would be none.

2978. So your profits would be made on your cash customers ?—Yes ; but if you do an entire y 
cash business, and you only get 2 \  per cent, over working expenses, while you pay 3^ per cen . o e
f l n n n o n  fom m ny , what becomes of your profit ? . .

2979. Your profits are really on the cash customers ?—The biggest profit is, if  ̂you look 
<4 t- wav but a number of people will come and ask if I  will give them weekly credit, and if I  say “ i

at it in 
No,” they

thatowaj, cjeay with you.-” They may be first-class credit, ‘and they go to some one else, whereas
wpfiklv credit they e’ive me their entire custom, and that is an advantage. I f  I  gain £5 orif I ive them weekly credit they give me their entire custom, and that is an advantage. 

£ 1 0  per week from people like that, that is a distinct gain.



2980. B y  the H on. the C h a irm a n .— In reckoning your expenses, do you include your bad debts ?—
No.

298). B y  the H on. D . M e lv il le .— Would you prefer a good man, who paid his £3 or £4 every week, 
to a cash customer ?—Yes, I  would prefer him to pay every week or every month.

298,2. If a good man paid every week you would sooner have him pay once a week than every day ? 
Yes, or in fact once a mouth.

2983. B y  the H on. T . C om rie .— When you take stock do you show a profit of 10 per cent, after 
making allowance for bad debts ?—No.

T h e  w itn e ss  w ith d r e w .

Edward Purvis, examined.
2984. B y  the l i o n ,  the C h a ir m a n .—W hat are you ?— A grocer, in Gertrude-street, Fitzroy.
2985. B y  M r. D ealcin .— How many years’ experience have you h ad ?—Twelve years.
2986. When did you first become acquainted with the coupon system ?— About fifteen months

ago.
2987- Did the company oiler you their coupons ?— Yes.
2988. Did you decline them ?—I agreed to take them, but when I  went into the matter I found I 

could not afford to take them, so I  decided not to do so.
2989. Did your neighbours take them ?— Some of them did, I  believe.
2990. Did your business suffer because your neighbours were taking them ?— No, I  did not give it 

a chance. I  started a coupon company of my own.
2991. Were you one of the managers of that company ?— Yes.
2992. Do you endorse what Mr. Whitworth has said about that company ?—Yes.
2993. I t  was carried on in a co-operative way among the different tradesmen ?— Yes.
2994. Did you find your coupons effective in preventing the loss of trade ?— Yes, I  maintained my 

own trade when I had them. A  lot of my customers gave me notice that if I  did not get the coupons they 
would leave me.

2995. Do you still issue them ?—No, I  gave them up about two months ago. I  gave it a trial to 
see how things would go.

2996. Have you suffered since you left them off?— Yes.
2997. Are you going to take them on again ?— Yes.
2998. Supposing this Bill does not pass, what will you do ?—Then I  am going to push this other 

company. I  have been approached by several tradesmen and asked if I  would start it again on a larger 
scale, which I  have agreed to do.

2999. Do you think this coupon system is any gain to the tradesmen ?— No.
3000. Or to the public ?—Not much ; it is a gain to the Coupon Company.
3001. I t  was a prosperous business to your company ?— Yes.
3002. You adopted it as a matter of self-protection ? — Yes.
3003. And it would be only for that purpose you would revive i t? —That is all.
3004. Do the coupons always pass into the hands of the people for whom the goods are purchased 

— are not goods purchased by servants and others ?— Yes.
3005. What happens in that case?—I  think the families have to pay more for the coupons. About 

three weeks ago a man came into my shop for a bottle of patent medicine. I  was selling a certain 
article at 5s., while round me they were selling it at os. 6d. After I  had rolled it up, he asked me for 
coupons. I  told him I  had given them up. He said—66 I cannot t a k e ' it ; I  must get the coupons.” I  
said— “ I f  you get the coupons you will have to pay 5s. 6d.” He said— 66 I  will pay you os. 6d. if you 
give me coupons.” I asked him whom it was for, but he did not tell me. I said— “ If you call round in 
the morning I will get them for you ; ” but he wanted them that night.

3006. Was he paying his own money for that medicine ?— I could not say ; he would not tell me.
3007. Do you know that servants will pass the family tradesman in order to collect coupons at 

other places ?—Yes. A  customer came into my place last week who had not been there for three weeks. 
I said—u You are a stranger, where have you been ? ” She said—“ I have had a servant girl for the last 
three weeks, and I have been sending her for the groceries, and it was only last week I found she was not 
coming here ; she was going to another place for the coupons.” I said— u How did you find it out ? ” 
She said—“ By the bad coffee I got.”

3008. Generally do you think this coupon system is advantageous to anybody but those who are 
running the company ?—No, only to the company.

3009. B y  M r. C o ld h a m .— Your company is an aggregation of honest men ?—I hope so.
3010. And this Coupon Company is a fraud in your opinion?—I would not like to say so.
3011. Have you said so?—No.
3012. Was not an action for slander started against you for that reason ?—They entered an action 

against me.
3013. Did you apologise ?—No.
3014. Did you call them frauds?— No.
3015. Did you say anything at all against them ?—I  asked one of their agents a question. I  told 

him I  heard his goods were on time-payment, and I  asked him if that was true, and he turned round and 
said I made the assertion.

3016. On that he entered an action for slander ?—Yes.
3017. What is the percentage of gross profit that you make on your turnover ? — From 10 per cent, 

to 12 per cent.
3018. How much is the net profit ?—About 3 per cent. I  should say.
3019. Is your business both cash and credit ?— Yes.
3020. What is the percentage of each ?— There is more cash than credit ; perhaps about 75 per 

cent, is cash.
3021. Is that the same proportion that obtained before you took up the coupon system ? \  es.
3022. There has been no increase in the cash part of the business ?—No, not when I had the
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coupons, but I  had to give the' coupons to weekly customers.
3023. You gave the coupons to people who did not nay cash ? Yes
3024. Were those your own coupons ? -Y e s .  '
3025 Do you consider a cash business more desirable than a credit one ?—I would sooner have a 

weekly credit business on which the losses were very trifling.
... 30..6. What do you put down for bad debts in your credit business ? —It  is very trifling, because I

will not give any one credit unless I  have a reference,
j-i Even with that precaution what do you reckon to be your annual loss in your credit business
through bad debts ?—Last year I  did not lose anything.

qhoo w h fc -did y0U lose the y.ear before ?~ 1 do not think the •average would be 1 per cent.
2 . iat is the term to which your accounts are allowed to run ?—Weekly—we have three or 

four customers who run them monthly.
3030. Do you cut lines for the purpose of attracting trade ?—I get a fair profit on everything.
3031. What do you call a fair profit ?—About 10 per cent, to 12 per cent, gross, on the average.
3032. Do you cut lines for the purpose of attracting business ?—Yes, you must.
3033. What lines do you cut ?—Anything I can buy cheaply. Just now I  am cutting colonial beer 

at 3s. 9d. a dozen.
3034. You have a grocers licence ?— Yes.
3035. What is the ordinary market price for colonial beer that you are retailing at 3s. 9d. ?—This 

is a line I bought at auction, the ordinary price is 4s. 6d. a dozen net, but this is a job line.
3036. Is there anything else you are cutting to attract trade ?—No, not just now.
3037. l o u  consider that perfectly fair and reasonable ?— As long as I  get a profit on it.
3038. I f  some one sold colonial beer at 3s. 6d. would you have any cause of complaint against him?

■—I would come down lower still.
3039. You 'would consider that perfectly fair and legitimate ?—No, it is not legitimate.
3040. You would do it all the same?—I have not done so. If  I  were compelled to do it I  would.
3041. By finding some one else cutting into your trade ?—Yes.
3042. You thought the coupons cut into your business ?—Yes.
3043. So you started coupons on your own account ?—Yes, to retain my business.
3044. Is that much worse than cutting colonial beer ?—Yes.
3045. Why ?—If I cut my beer down I  do not interfere with any one else.
3046. B y  the H on. G. G odfrey .—You issued these coupons to your customres ?—Yes.
3047. Do you not think it encouraged the purchasers to save money ?—Not very m uch; it might a

little.
3048. How much did it encourage them ?— I cannot say.
3049. I t  might be a good thing to encourage a little thrift ?—They have to pay more for the goods.
3050. Did you charge your customers more for the goods?—Yes, in most of the cases I  did, and I  

told my customers so when I was serving them.
3051. When you sold your goods and gave away coupons, you sold them at a different price to 

what you sold for cash ?—Yes.
3052. B y  the Hon. D . M elville.— They were -willing to accept the condition?—Yes, that was the 

reason I gave them up, I thought it was imposing on my customers.
3053. B y  the Hon. G. Godfrey.—You thought it was dishonest ?—I did.
3054. B y  the Hon. J .  M, D avies.— When you gave your coupons, did they answer the purpose of 

retaining your business?—Yes.
3055. Were the people as well satisfied with your coupons as they were with the company’s ?— 

They were better satisfied.
3056. Although your coupons were Is. 3d. per 100, and the company^ were 2s. 6d. Is the value 

of the coupons merely in the imagination of these people, or do they look for what they get for them, or do 
they like them simply because they are coupons ?—I think most of them like them because they do not 
know the value of them ; they take them because they are coupons.

3057. They are satisfied with coupons to the value of Is. '3d. per 100 as fully as they are with the 
5 per cent, coupons?—Yes, because they can redeem them to the amount of 50 or 100 ; they can either 
purchase bread or meat with them or get the cash for them, but with the other coupons they have to have 
half a book, and when they have got 300 or 400 perhaps they may lose the book.

3058. Which do you consider the most dangerous class of competitor, the tradesman who is entitled 
to have the Co-operative Company’s coupons, or a tradesman with a number of shops, like Moran and Cato? 
—The ones using the coupons ; I am not afraid of competing with any man by fair means.

3059. Do not the grocers object to an institution like the Mutual S tore?—I do not think so; I 
never heard any objection to it. I am alongside Foy and Gibson and I reckon they do me good.

3060. B y  the Hon. T. C. Idarivood.—How do you inform your customers that you are going to 
increase your price when they come in?—I tell them I cannot afford to give them these coupons at the 
cash price.

3061. Do you ask them "whether they want coupons or are going to pay cash ?—Not always.
3062. Then how do you manage ?— We get to know when they come a second time.
3063. You give them their goods and ask them for the money ?—Yes, but there are some lines that 

we tell them we will have to charge more for when they ask for the coupons.
3064. If you sell a pound of tea for Is. 3d. or Is. 6d. cash, do you charge more if they want

coupons ? Not on tea, but if a customer comes in and buys sugar or tinned meat, which is cut very fine,
and asks for coupons, we tell him we will have to charge more.

3065 Then you only increase the price for-some goods ?—We do not increase the price of tea.
3066 If a woman wanted a pound of coffee, you would increase the price if she asked for coupons ?

 Yes.
" 3067. She would then be paying you cash for the coupons ?—Yes.
3068. At what rate ?—About Is. 3d. per 100.
3069. B y  the Hon. W . K n ox .—You are one of the managers of the Australian Coupon Company ?

—Yes.
9901. G



<)070. I Ia \e  you the same exclusive policy that the existing Coupon Company have of restricting 
the privilege to certain tradesmen ?— No, we give them to everybody.

i)0/ l. If  jhis bill is not passed, will you continue the company and allow any one to have
the coupons?— Yes.

50/2. And you would put up the price of goons ?—I  do not think everyone would put up the price. 
I  think it will come out of the assistants’ wages.

3073. You found the public took your coupons quite as readily as the others ?—Yes.
3074. B y  the l io n . T. C om rie .— You say you give coupons to the weekly customers—how do you 

issue the coupons ?— When they pay their account. We have customers who have been on our books for ten 
or twelve years, and I  would not like to insult them by telling them their weekly account is not as good as 
cash.

3075. Do you give coupons on monthly accounts ?—I  would if they wanted them. I  have not done 
so so far.

3076. B y  the H on. IV. K n o x .— You have not found that there has been any inquiry as to the 
amount of capital behind the company ?—No.

3077. Has there been any inquiry as to the company’s position by those who took the coupons ?— 
I  do not think so.

3078. B y  M r. D eak in .—What proportion of your old customers took cash for your coupons when 
they presented them ?—I  could not say.

3079. Was it a considerable proportion ?— I  do not know.

The witness withdrew .

Percy Rendle, examined.

3080. B y  M r. D eak in .—You represent Ackman and Company ?—Yes, they have a general 
furnishing warehouse in Smith-strcet, Fitzroy.

3081. How long have you been in business ?— In their employment for about sixteen years.
3082. How long is it since you first became acquainted with the Coupon Company ?—Last August 

twelve months one of their employes waited on me to see if I would take the coupons, and subsequently 
the manager of the company, Mr. Thomas, came.

3083. Did you take them ?—Yes.
3084. Did you have an agreement with the company ?—Yes, the agreement produced is the one

— [ reading the same~\.
3085. For how long did you take the coupons ?— For three months.
3086. Why did you discontinue taking them ?— I found the trade did not increase as it had been

represented to me it would increase. Then some customers that we were in the habit of serving for cash
before still came to us, but we had to give them coupons, which increased our expenses without any 
corresponding gain.

3087. Did not the proportion of your cash business to your credit business increase at a l l? —No, 
not the slightest.

3088. Was there any enhancement of the volume of your trade ?—No.
3089. In your case the coupons had no effect?— None at all.
3090. What position are you in as regards competition?— There are a number of other furniture 

shops within a small radius.
3091. Since you have abandoned the coupons have any of those shops undertaken their issue ?— 

Not that I  am aware of.
3092. During the time that you had the coupons, did you give them to all your cash customers ?— 

All who asked for them at the time they took away the goods and paid for them.
3.093. Did your credit customers seek to obtain the coupons, as well as your cash customers ?—No.
3094. Did they ask for them ?—No.
3095. Do yon call time-payment customers credit customers?—No.
3096. Did they ask for coupons ?—No ; time-payment customers and credit customers are two 

distinct classes.
3097. Was there any other reason why you gave up the coupons ?—I t  caused confusion among our 

customers and the clerks to determine what constituted the difference between a cash customer and a 
credit customer. If  a person came into the shop and purchased os. "worth of goods, paid for them over 
the counter, and took them home with him, he was a cash purchaser. I f  he ordered the goods, and they 
"were delivered by our cart the day following, and paid for on delivery, that "would also be a cash customer. 
If, on the other hand, the customer was not at home, or the carter could not give him change out of a £5 
note, he might leave the goods and ask the purchaser to call in and pay for them ; but, the moment the 
carter left those goods without our having the cash for them, that constituted a credit purchase. Then, if 
the person came in next day and asked for the coupons, we said he was not entitled to them. Then 
people just turned round and said— “ This is a fraud. I t  must be a swindle, because we are entitled to 
them. Practically, we pay cash for our goods.” I t  was a cash purchase practically, but technically it 
was a credit purchase.

3098. Did you endeavour to arrive at some settled principle in this matter. Did you appeal to any 
one ? One customer came to us several times about the same th in g ; he got very rude over it, and said he 
would show us up. I  referred him to the Coupon Company. I  said—“ It, is their rule ; if you go down to 
them and they say you are entitled to the coupons, we will give them to you.” That was a case where a  
man purchased goods for cash. Ho came up two or three days subsequent to the delivery and paid for 
them, and he reckoned he "was entitled to the coupons, but "we said—“ No, according to the rules of the 
company you arc not.” The company told him he was not entitled to them, and then he was better 
satisfied, but in the meantime it was very aggravating to him, and during the time between his getting the 
good* and his seeing the Coupon Company, he was very aggravating to us, and caused a considerable amount 
of annoyance in the shop.

°099. You found the system irksome in carrying on your business ?—Yes.



3100. Y our idea when you took on the coupons was that it would increase your business ?—Yes. 
We adopted it as an advertising medium as much as anything.

3101. The name of your firm appeared in their books ?—In the set of books issued during the 
currency of the coupons we had taken.

3102. You had their advertisement in your windows ?—Yes.
3103. And yet it did not succeed as an advertisement ?—No ; it did not increase trade.
3104. I  l’om your experience of business in your locality you are aware that coupons are given in 

other businesses round you ?—Yes.
3105. Have you formed an opinion as to the operation of the system—has it affected trade in your 

neighbourhood ?—I think it has with some of the smaller shops. I t  has directed trade to those who had 
coupons.

3106. Is there any advantage to anybody but the company ?—I reckon the Coupon Company get the 
great advantage.

3107. Does any one benefit by the coupons except the company ?—I do not think the purchasers 
benefit by it.

3108. The furniture business comprises cash, credit, and time-payment business ?—Yes.
3109. Furniture purchases are generally for considerable sums of money—you have very few small 

purchases ?—It varies considerably.
3110. On many of your individual transactions you would require a large number of coupons ?—If 

we sold £100 worth of goods it took a large number of coupons.
3111. Were the people who conducted these large transactions as eager as any one else for the 

coupons ?—They asked for them.
3112. Can you give any further information about the system ?—One reason why we gave them up 

was, that the books the Coupon Company issue state that the customers do not pay more for their goods 
on receiving coupons, but we found that if we continued the system, wo should have to put the price of 
the coupons on to the cost of the goods. We would not do that, so we threw it over.

3113. I f  you raised the prices the statement in the books would have been untrue ?—Yes.
3114. B y  M r. Coldham.—You know Mr. Ballantine, one of the canvassers for this company ?— 

I  might, but not by name—I know there is a Mr. Ballantine.
3115. Did you tell him your reason for giving up these coupons?—I believe I  did.
3116. Did you tell him your principal reason was the difficulty in settling matters with those of 

your customers who considered they were cash customers, but who were not absolutely cash customers ?— 
That was one reason.

3117. I  understand you to say that the principal reason for joining in this system was as an 
advertising medium ?—That was the great reason.

3118. Did you not find it satisfactory as an advertising medium ?—No, I cannot say I did.
3119. If  people said that the advertising in these books of the names of the different firms was a 

splendid means of advertising, would you not agree with them ?—No, I  would not call it a splendid 
medium.

3120. You discontinued the system about the end of November ?—Y es ; up to the 24th of November 
we purchased £45 worth of them.

3121. You gave up using them about the end of November ?—Something like that.
3122. Did you ever have an opportunity of seeing the class of goods the company supplied ?—Yes.
3123. Did they appear to be good value for the prices marked ?—They have a very good profit, I

think.
3124. They would not strike you as good value ?—No.
3125. On the 1st of December, 1898, you say—

Smith-street, Fitzroy, December 1, 1898.
After inspecting your stock of goods to be given away to the public for coupons, we are of the opinion that the public 

will get good value for their coupons ; also that, to save any trouble, your system of goods marked in plain figures is a 
good one. The way you advertise in the papers, and also the names of firms taking coupons through your books, is a 
splendid medium, keeping the system well before the public. Any person presenting a book filled with coupons to you 
cannot fa il to be satisfied with the choice you offer them.

P. RENDLE, for H. Ackman & Co.,
Furniture, Ironmongery, and Crockery Importers.

Did you write that ?—Yes, that is my name printed there, but I  do not remember writing it.
3126. If you did write that was it a truthful, honest letter at the time ? Those books were m

circulation for months after we had given them up.
3127. Did you write that letter?—I believe I  did.
3128. Were the statements you made in that letter true or not ?—They wrnre true enough, but sub­

sequently we found out that these things did not work out as we thought they would.
3129. Y ou bought your last lot of coupons eight days before the date of that letter was that state­

ment true? We reckoned it was at that time—we reckoned we would get some advantage through it,
thrnno-h the books being in people’s homes, but it did not turn out so.

3130 You had given up the system then ?—But those books were not given up—some of them are

in the ^™ es ga^ y0U thought it was a good advertising medium ?—We did at that time.
3132* You do not think it is now ?—No.
-jioq ' How is that ?—From experience. . ,
3134" You have had no experience since the 1st of December, 1898 ?—No, but wre have had expen- 

v, nnnkq being in the homes of the people since.
e ce 0 1 0 '  You knew that books were issued in that form, and you told the company that you con- 
' 1 d the°'names of the firms taking the coupons, appearing in those books, was a splendid advertising

mediunu ?—So_w ^  r̂uQ ^ a t  “ any person presenting a book filled with coupons to you cannot fail to be 
t' fi l with the choice you offer them,” or was this a bogus testimonial, got up to deceive the public? *

No, certainly not.



3137. B y  the Hon. T. Com rie.—Did you give any discount before you adopted the system ?—No.
3138. The coupon system cost you 5 per cent, on the profits ?— Yes.
3139. B y  the Hon. J. M. D avies.— Suppose this coupon system had succeeded with you, would you 

have been satisfied ?—If  it had answered the purpose for which we took it on.
3140. You would not have thought it an unjust system if it had brought you a lot more custom ?— 

Not as far as we were concerned.
3141. Since you gave up the coupons have you been asked for them by customers ?—Yes.
3142. Does not that show that the books introduced those people to you ?—No ; the people who 

had had the coupons before were not aware that we had given them up, and they asked for them as a 
matter of course.

3143. Do you make a difference in price between cash and credit customers ?—Yes, we charge 
more for terms.

3144. Then you give a discount, practically, in that way—if I bought for cash I would buy cheaper 
than for terms ?— We would add the bank in terest; you save the bank interest by paying cash.

3145. From your experience, the fact of your having a kind of monopoly in these coupons did no 
harm to your rivals ?—No, I  do not think so.

3146. Was that owing to the nature of your business ?—Possibly ; it is a different line of business 
to a grocer or a trade of that sort.

3147. B y the Hon. G. G odfrey.— You were going to charge more than the cash prices if you 
continued to give the coupons ?— Yes.

3148. Would it, in your opinion, have been honest trading to put the cost of the coupons on to the 
cash price ?—We would have to make a certain percentage of profit, and if we did not realize that profit 
we would have to charge more for the goods.

3149. You intended to make the purchasers pay for the coupons ?—If  we continued them, but we 
did not do so on that account.

The witness w ithdrew .

A d jou rn ed  to to-m orrow , a t h a lf-p a st Tw o o’clock.

T H U R S D A Y , 16th NO V EM BER, 1899.

Members p re se n t:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d , in the Chair

The Hon. W. McCulloch, 
The Hon. W. Knox,
The Hon. T. C. Harwood, 
The Hon. J .  M. Davies,

The Hon. T. Comrie, 
The Hon. G. Godfrey, 
The Hon. D. Melville.

David Kerr, examined.
3150. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—What are you ?— A grocer, carrying on business in Ballarat and 

Buninyong.
3151. B y  M r. D eak in .—How many years’ experience have you had as a grocer ?—Four years’ ; I 

have had 25 years’ experience in business generally.
3152. When did you first become acquainted with the operations of the Coupon Company ?—About 

twelve months ago, when they called on me and asked me to take on their system.
3153. Arc you president of the Grocers’ Association ?—No, I  am a member of the committee.
3154. What did the agents of the company represent to you ?—I t  was represented to me that it 

would be a great advantage to my business, as it would increase the cash takings. I t  would be an 
inducement to people to pay cash instead of taking credit. I  went into the matter carefully and from a 
business point of view I  did not see that such could be the case. I  did not see that it was possible for me 
to give away 5 per cent, of my profits. I  could not see that the business would stand such a drain, even
admitting that everything they said was correct, so I  did not take them.

3155. Did any of your neighbours take them ?—Yes.
3156. Have you felt any consequences to your business from their use of the coupons ?— Slightly. 

I t  decreased my cash takings slightly.
3157. Did it have any other effect on the business as far as you know ?—It  made people 

considerably dissatisfied. I t  looked as if those who were not taking the coupons were attempting to take 
advantage of the public ; it was in fact as much as saying to the grocers that they were cheating the 
public in not giving them their rights.

3158. Is the grocery trade cut so fine that it cannot afford 2>\ per cent, for coupons ?—I have no 
hesitation in saying that it would be impossible for a grocer to give away 3^ per cent, of his profits at the 
present prices.

3159. Then you must increase the price to the consumer ?—There are only three ways in which it 
can be done—either supply inferior goods, sweat your employes, or increase the price to the public.

3160. When you were offered these coupons, were you informed whether any s p e c i a l  advantages 
would accrue to you if you took them ?— The special advantage held out was that no one in the same 
block, trading in the same line of business, was likely to get them.

3161. Would there have been any advantage to you in taking the coupons without such a limitation 
as that?—None whatever. The only benefit, the coupons can possibly give is to have them restricted in 
their use ; if every grocer had them they would all be on the same footing.

3162. What would the coupon system amount to then ?— The grocers would have to increase their
prices all round in order to make a living. #

3163. That does not mean on every line, but you would have to increase the average piofits / xes.



3164. Is your business cash or credit?—Both, I should say about 35 per cent, is cash, and the 
balance credit. 1

3l6o. Have you any objection to say what percentage you think you lost through the operation of 
the coupons ?—About 5  per cent. s i

3166. Do you give discount to your cash customers ?—No.
3167. Do you give discount to credit customers who pay within a certain time ?—No; I do not 

give discounts at all.
? 3 t68 • W*lat _otlier effect do you think the existence of this system is likely to have upon the retail 

■ra e . t disoiganises it to a large ex te n t ; it makes a considerable number of your customers dissatisfied. 
Ilie statements made by the company, and circulated in the district, induce in the minds of the public the 
i ea t at you are realizing much larger profits than you really are, and therefore you can afford to give 
them a portion of those profits back.

3169. Have you never used the coupons?—Never.
3170. Or any other coupons ?—No.

1* You are an opponent of the use of coupons altogether ?—Altogether ; I do not look upon it 
as a legitimate system of business at all. It simply misleads the public, as they arc induced to think they 
are going to get something for nothing, and the articles they receive are nothing like the value they are 
represented to be.

3172. Do you form that opinion from your own inspection ?— Yes, from the articles I have seen, and 
the prices I have been told have been paid for them.

3173. Have the people who obtained those articles been dissatisfied?—Yes, very dissatisfied.
3174. The company has a branch in Balla.rat; are the articles to be seen there?—Yes.
3175. Have you looked at them ?—I have not inspected them closely; the only articles I have 

seen are those which have been obtained by people who have realized on the coupon books and have 
brought them to show me.

3176. Do you desire to add anything else?—Only that I do not think that under present circum­
stances it is possible for any business man to give away anythingdike 3^ per cent, of his profits. I believe 
there are not many grocers realizing 3 |  per cent, on their turnover, after paying wages and all other ex­
penses.

3177. B y  M r . Coldham .'—What business were you in before you were a grocer ?—I was a partner 
in a jam factory.

3178. Does the business of jam manufacturing enable you to form an opinion as to the value of 
electro-plated goods?—No.

3179. When you venture to pass an opinion as to the value of the goods supplied, you are speaking 
simply as a member of the public?—That is all.

3180. Do you know what the ordinary profit on electro-plated goods is?—I have been informed 
that it is about 50 per cent.

3181. You mean that these people in supplying these goods make a profit of more than 50 per cent.?
—Yes.

3182. What articles have you inspected ?—I have seen an album.
3183. What was the price of the album?—12s. 6 d.
3184. Who was the customer who brought it to you?—My sister-in-law, Mrs. McLeod, of Tribe- 

street, South Melbourne.
3185. Where did she get it ?—In Melbourne.
3186. Can you give,any idea how long ago that was ?—I could not say exactly.
3187. What value did you put upon that article at retail prices ?— I should be sorry to pay 7s. 6 d.

for it.
3188. Did you value it at 7s. 6 d. retail price ?— Yes.
3189. What other articles have you seen ?—Various articles.
3190. Is that the only specific case you can give me ?—I  have given you one, and I  think that is 

enough.
3191. Will you give any other specific instance ?—I cannot give any specific instances.
3192. You make this charge against the company upon your sister-in-law’s album ? Yes, but I  

have seen other goods.
3193. Do you see any objection to giving cash discounts in the grocery business ? \e s .
3194. If  a grocer is able to give cash discounts you would not object to his doing so ? He could

carry on his business as he pleased.
3195. If any grocer believed he could give cash discounts you would not say he was wrong in doing

so ?—Not at all. . . . .e
3  1 96. You recognise that giving coupons does not cost the retailer any more than giving cash it

the grocer considers he can afford to give 5 per cent, discount you do not object^ to his doing so ?-—No.
3197. If, in place of giving 5 per cent, cash discount, he prefers to give 5 percent, worth of coupons 

have you any objection to make to his doing so ?—My objection is that the man who gives I per cent, 
discount is dealino- with his own capital, while the man who gives coupons is virtually taking a partner m 
without any capital, who is taking the profits of bis business by these coupons being given away.

3198. Were you not once a Member of Parliament ?—At one time.
3199 As far as the pocket of the man who allows the 5 per cent, is concerned, what difference does

it make whether he buys £5 worth of coupons or pays the £5 over the counter in the form of bank notes
n r  s n v f l r p i a n s  ? — T h a t  makes 1 1 0  difference. , . ,

3900 So as far as the pocket of the retailer is concerned, it makes no difference whether he pays t le 
,!• thinks he can afford to ^jay in the form of gold, bank notes, or coupons ?—Not as  ̂ far as the

l + pnncerned because it all comes out of the profits of the business, but the difference is, that if a
^°CCe hr> h mv competitor in business gives 2^ or 5 per cent, discount, I am at liberty to follow the
^ l^e^ourse  but if lie becomes a customer of the Coupon Company I  am boycotted. If I am in business
? a ™ ,6  street I am not allowed to have the coupons. . .
m ie Sc ^  ^  | t h e  only difference. Which do you consider is best, from a public point of view, to

'vc 5 pci" cent, in cash or 5 per cent, in coupons ?—Undoubtedly 5 per cent, in cash.



3202. So, if the company give their coupons to a grocer in your street, it is still open to you to give 
the more attractive 5 per cent, in cash ?— There is nothing to stop it.

3203. If  you give the 5 per cent, in cash while your competitor gives 5 per cent, in coupons, you 
are holding out the greater inducement to the public ?—Yes, if they only could see it.

3204. The fact that the company does not supply you with coupons does not prevent you from
holding ont greater inducements to the public than the person who patronizes the Coupon Company ?— 
Not in the slightest.

3205. Does not the whole of your objection come down to this, that, in your opinion, your business 
cannot stand an allowance of 5 per cent, for cash ?— Undoubtedly.

3206. I f  other people think differently, and say they make a sufficient percentage of profit to allow 
them to do so, you would not say they were behaving unfairly towards you ?—Not at all.

3207. Roughly speaking, what is your percentage of profit on the whole of your business ?—About 
1 0  per cent, gross profit.

3208. W hat is the percentage of profit upon your cash trade ?—I  do not know ; the difference
between cash and credit might be about 1 -| per cent, in favour of cash.

3209. You would prefer a cash to a credit business ?—Undoubtedly.
3210. IIow do you arrive at the difference of 1 -̂  per cent. Do you mean that if you make 15 per 

cent, on a turnover of £ 1 0 0  in cash you would only make 13iy per cent, upon a turnover of £ 1 0 0  in credit? 
— Yes.

3211. What would you reckon that a cash trade of £100 would give you in net profits ?—Not more 
than 21 per cen.t.

3212. The credit trade then would only give you a profit of 1 per cent.?— That would be so, 
assuming the prices were equal.

3213. Do you charge more for your goods if you sell them on credit than if you sell them for cash ? 
—Yes, all cash customers get an advantage, but it depends upon whether a customer is a monthly, a three- 
monthly, or a six-monthly customer.

3214. What is the general average ?—It would be very hard to give a general average.
3215. Take a turnover of £300—£100 is cash, on which you make £ 2  10s., and £200 is credit, on 

which you make £2, so you make a profit of £4 10s. on a turnover of £300?—Yes.
3216. Then you only make a profit of !■§■ per cent, all round ?—Business fluctuates—your profits are 

entirely according to the competition yon meet with in your business.
3217. I f  you have a turnover of £1,000 you would only make a profit of £15 ?— It  might b$ so.
3218. Is that the tvay you carry on business ? — Sometimes a business man finds the balance on the 

wrong side of the ledger.
3219. When the balance is on the wrong side of the profit and loss account, you have made a loss 

on the six months’ transactions ?—That entirely depends upon your buying—if you buy flour at £ 1 0  per 
ton and sell it at £7 1 0 s. you will not make a big profit.

3220. Do you make a loss in respect of bad debts ?—Yes.
3221. About wliat percentage would you allow for bad and doubtful debts?— About 1 per cent.
3222. What other additional expenditure is a credit business saddled with ?—There is a little more 

bookkeeping.
3223. Do you reckon that those two items come to one-half per cent, on the whole of your busi­

ness ?—Yes, about that.
3224. You say your cash business has decreased ?—I  thought that it had decreased to the extent of 

about 5 per cent.
3225. That would mean on £100 there would be a reduction of about I f  per cent.?—About that.
3225. Then what you would lose in the reduction of your business would be 2 \  per cent, upon 35s.,

what would that work out to ?—About lOd.
3227. Then by the introduction of this coupon system you have lost lOd. upon a total turnover of 

£ 1 0 0  ?—I  have never worked it out, but I  will take your figures.
3228. Are you a licensed grocer ?—Yes.
3229. Do you find that any advantage to you ?—I  do not know.
3230. Do you pay £35 per annum lor nothing?— I suppose not, but we have either to pay that or 

we cannot take out the licence.
3231. You would not take it out unless you thought it was an advantage to you in your business ?— 

No ; we have to judge whether it is worth taking.
3232. I t  is because you think it is an advantage that you pay that £35 ?—Yes.
3233. Does the advantage arise from the profit you make upon the sale of l i q u o r s  under the grocer’s 

licence ?— I do not know ; we sell liquor like every other article.
3234. Do you know that you could sell your monopoly for £500 ?—I  am not aware of it.
3235. Would you take £500 to transfer your licence to the grocer next door?—I  have not had the

offer.
3236. How far are you from the next licensed grocer ?—About 3 chains.
3237. Have you and he got a monopoly ?—No, there is another one about the same distance on the 

other side.
3238. How many grocers are there there within a quarter of a mile of you who have not got a 

licence ?—I do not know.
3239. When people are attracted to your shop to buy one article there is a possibility of their 

buying other articles?— Sometimes, but sometimes they come fora special article and do not take anything 
else.

3240. Do you not think it desirable to try and draw people -to your shop by means of special 
attractions ?— No.

3241. Do not your shopmen ask customers if there is anything else they want to buy ?—I  suppose 
they do.

3242. Is it not part of their business when a man comes in to buy a particular article to try and 
get him to buy other articles ?—‘Sometimes it is better not to try and do too much of it—people do not 
like to be badgered.



3243. "i ou do not consider it an advantage to have people tied to your house—that is to say, is it 
an advantage when a man owes you money from month to month ?—I do not know ; I  am very pleased 
when they settle their accounts.

3244. l o u  do not consider it an advantage to have people on your books ?—I have not considered 
the question.

3245. Would you sooner have people on your books than have cash from them ?—It  depends upon 
the customer.

3246. Taking a man of undoubted stability, would you prefer to have his name on your books 
lathei than have him pay you cash on each transaction ?—That would be a question for him to consider, 
not for me.

247. Suppose he said—“ I will pay you cash, or let the bills run on for a month, whichever you 
prefer, what would you say ?—I would probably say I would prefer the monthly account.

3248. Would that be because you would prefer his coming to your shop rather than entering the first 
shop he came to ?—I  have never considered the question at all.

3249. Do you buy for cash ?—I never gave a bill in my life.
3250. Do you consider it an advantage to be able to buy for cash?—Undoubtedly.
3251. Why ?—Because you are able to get discount.
3252. In addition to that, you. are in a position to choose the house from which you will buy 

particular lines ?—Yes.
3253. To a certain extent you are master of the situation—if one house does not suit you, you can 

say—“ I will see whether I  can get better prices from another house ” ?—Yes.
3254. The person who is most likely to be able to buy for cash is the person who sells for cash?

—Yes.
3255. If a man of small capital has two-thirds of that capital standing out as book debts, he would 

not be in as good a position to buy as the man with the same capital who traded solely for cash ?—That 
would dopend upon what his expenses were.

3256. Supposing one man has £300 in his business in the form of stock, that being his whole , 
capital—if he turns that over at once as cash is he in a better position than the man who, at the end of the 
month, has only £ 1 0 0  cash and £ 2 0 0  owing to him?—Yes.

3257. Not only is there an advantage to the retailer in the prices at which he buys, and the lines 
which he can buy, but there is an advantage in the fact that the retailer who buys for cash can afford to 
undersell his rivals who do not buy for cash ?—That is simply the difference between the man who is in a 
position to buy for cash and the man who is not.

3258. That advantage is shared by the public who purchase from him. Do you think a profit of £15 
in £ 1 0 0  is a fair and reasonable thing for the investment of capital?—Sometimes it is more than that.

3259. Is that profit anything like a fair profit ?—A good many do not make that.
3260. Do you think that is a fair return for the investment of capital in your business ?—No ; 

it is not.
3261. Is not the grocery trade the trade of all others in which the prices are cut the finest?— 

I  believe it is.
3262. That is brought about by the underselling of certain individuals ?—No ; but by the fact that 

the public are more in touch with groceries than any other line. The papers every day publish the whole­
sale prices of all classes of grocery goods used by the public.

3263. If  the grocers agree among themselves to sell with a certain margin of profit, what does it 
matter what the papers publish ?—Our association does not go in for that.

3264. But it is competent for the grocers to say— “ We will restrict ourselves to a minimum profit ” ? 
—I  do not think it would be possible.

3265. Because certain individuals will persist in undercutting ?—Yes.
3266. Undercutting is one means of endeavouring to attract custom ?—Yes.
3267. Do you sell any lines practically at cost price ?—N o ; there are certain lines which have 

very small profits, but other lines have larger profits.
3268. If some of your lines are below 1^ per cent, profit, you are cutting those lines practically to

cost price ?—That does not follow, because you have your expenses to meet.
3269. If you are making less than per cent, on any line, you must practically be selling at cost ?

—Not at all.
3270. Do you sell some lines at such a price that, if they were the only lines you sold, you could

not carry on your business ?—Yes.
3271. That is brought about by the unfair competition of certain traders ?—I  do not know that it 

is go—it seems to be more a custom among the trade than anything else —certain articles, such as kerosene, 
sugar, and flour, bear a very small profit on the cost.

3272. What do you make on kerosene ?— Seven and a half per cent.
3273. How much does it cost you to sell i t?—About 1 \  per cent.
3274. You say that it is necessary, in order to pay cash discounts in whatever form they may be 

paid either to o-ive inferior goods or to increase prices ?— Yes.
’ 3275 And when people say they do neither the one nor the other and yet can afford to give the

coupons are they mistaken or are they stating what is untrue?—I am afraid they do not know what their
T-vi-iQi'ppca posts tli6m to r*Liii•  ̂ . .

3 9 7 6  f iy  the lion, the Chairm an .—Suppose you, being in good credit, give your bill at three months,
the merchant would get that discounted ? - Y e s  '

0 9 7 7  W h a t  d i s c o u n t  w o u l d  h e  p a y  t— A b o u t  o  p e r  c e n t .
3 9 7 8 * I f  you paid cash, how much discount would you get ?—The usual rate is 2 \  per cent., but 

, , " ’ny Hues upon which we do not get 2 \  per cent.
^3279 If ’u l'eu °f buying on a three months'’ bill you pay cash, what do you get for prompt cash? 

l a  half per cent., or you might get 3 per cent, in some cases.
— W°u28o‘ If it is 3 per cent., that is 12 per cent, per annum, so if you are in undoubted credit the

1 ant would prefer to sell to you on three months’ credit rather than give you discount on cash?

,—Yes.



3281. B y  the Hon. T . C om rie .— You reckon bad debts at 1 per cent, and bookkeeping at ^ per 
cent., do you not allow anything for interest as between cash and credit ?—I do not take that into 
consideration, sometimes it does not amount to anything.

3282. B y  the Hon. W . McCulJoch .—You have a great objection to these coupons ?—Yes ; if 
given to one man in the street and not to another it is virtually a boycott. If  my neighbour likes to sell at 
any particular prices I  am at liberty to sell at the same prices, but if he distributes coupons and the public 
like to take the discount in that form, my not being at liberty to give these coupons places me at a great 
disadvantage.

3283. B y  the Hon. J. M . D a v ie s .— Certain witnesses said yesterday that they could buy coupons • 
from the public at from Is. 6d. to 2s. per 100, can you do that in Ballarat ?—No, I  do not think so.

3284. I f  you could do it would you be in a better position than those who bought coupons from 
the company ?— You would have the benefit of 6d. per 100 for the coupons, but it is not what a business 
man likes to do, he likes to go to the fountain-head.

3285. B y  M r. D eak in .—You do not get any advertisement from the books ?— No.
3286. B y  the Hon. W. M cCidloch .— You object to the coupons if you cannot get them yourself ?— 

Yes ; and I  also object to them because it is impossible for me to pay away 3^ per cent, out of my profits.
3287. Why do you not print coupons for yourself ?— The customers could not get them in sufficient 

quantities to be of any material value to them ; it would take a much longer time to get sufficient coupons.
3288. Do you not think it fair that the man who pays cash should have some advantage over the 

man who takes credit ?— That always happens. You have the competition of the cash stores as well as 
the credit ones, and if a customer comes in, knowing he can get the goods at a certain price at a cash 
store, he will have those goods at that price.

3289. Then you have to cut the prices down ?— You must do so. A  man in business looks upon 
bis credit customers who pay him regularly in the same light as his cash customers. I t  is simply a 
question of those who are long-winded and take a considerable time.

3290. Have you any bills with the drapery establishments in Melbourne?—None whatever.
3291. I  find they will not give you any discount whatever ; ought there not to be some concession 

to a man who pays cash ?— He gets a concession in price.
3292. Supposing two of your assistants who have saved £  100 each start in a general grocery business, 

is it not an advantage to them to get cash for their goods ?— Unquestionably ; but if they are going to do 
any good for themselves they must sell at a profit, and the probabilities are that the advantages that they 
would have would lie in their being able to work the business at a less expense.

3293. They could not come to Melbourne and buy on credit, because they are not well known ; or, 
if the merchant in Melbourne would sell to them on credit at all, he would charge them an outside price ? 
—It would be a question whether he had confidence in them or not ; if he had confidence in them he 
would treat them liberally, because he would expect them to be permanent customers.

3294. If  a man has the money in his pocket he can go to different places, and pick out the cheapest 
lines at each place ?— There is very little difference.

3295. You say the company do not give full value for the coupons ?—I  say the profit on the 
goods is very large, and the public get nothing like the equivalent value.

3296. I f  the public find that out, they will not buy them again ?— They have an idea they get the 
goods for nothing, and there is an old Scotch proverb that you must not look a gift horse in the 
mouth.

3297. Where is the gift if you pay cash instead of getting credit ?—They look upon it as a gift.
3298. What is there to prevent your giving a gift also in your own coupons ?—I  could not afford

it.
3299. Then those people can sell at a lower price than you can ?— Apparently ; every man must 

endeavour to make a profit out of his business.
3300. Are those people who give coupons selling at a loss?—I  cannot see any other way; they 

must take it out of the public in some way ; they must either increase their prices, supply inferior goods, 
on sweat their employes.

3301. Cannot the public or the employes look after their o a v u  in teres Is ?—I do not know. You 
may get a boy who has an idea that he may learn the business, but your business does not pay, and you 
say-—a I  cannot give yon any higher wages, you must go somewhere else,” and then you take another boy.

3302. That same objection would apply to the cash store on the other side of you ?—Not at all,
because you are at liberty to do the same if you like, but with the coupons you canno t; the company
objects to give you coupons.

3303. You can issue your own coupons ?—No one could do that, the public would not have the 
same confidence in you as in a company.

3304. You said your reason for not taking the coupons was that you could not afford to give the 
discount ?— Yes.

3305. How do you deal with the cash man next door ?—It  is a well-known fact that many a man, 
when he first enters into the business, cuts the prices hi order to gain a footing, because that is the only 
means of doing so, but when he has gained that footing and got a business together he drops into the same 
prices as his neighbour.

3306. Would you prevent that man selling for cash ?—You cannot prevent a man selling for cash.
3307. B y  the H on. T. Comrie.— Some goods you get no discount on at all—what arc those goods ?—

Colonial produce of all kinds you get nothing on.
3308. B y  the H on . G. G odfrey .— Do you give any discount for cash in your business ?—No.
3309. Is not the principal part of your business the wine and spirit trade ?— No.
3310. You have a privilege over the grocer who has no wine and spirit licence because a person 

who comes to him to buy groceries cannot purchase a bottle of wine or spirits ?—I have to pay for that 
privilege.

3311. Does not that give you a monopoly over the man who is not allowed to have a licence in your 
district ?—It  is not a monopoly when there are other men in the same trade.

3312. Is it not a monopoly for those who are in the same position as yourself?— It is only a  
monopoly in one line—we pay the licence, and we are allowed the right to sell these things.



von wonU H °"' I  E ’wx- ~ lhis Bil1 iloes not pass, and you only make per cent, profit,
- 011 " °! •' 1:u« •» c "1- ? - A  man talcs his own wages out of the expenses.
 tv wnni i ’ , V? ’ ^oes ^()t pass will you people in Ballarat form a soeiely to issue these coupons ?
— i t  would^certamly be to our interest to do so.

which th n \ v n  ae^ ea^ y > your objection is that it is likely to become a permanent imposition on your trade
Tim nnblir* f ^  and >'ou are of °Pinion ^  ultimately the public will have to pay for it ? -i  ne public must pay for it sooner or later.
vmi bnxi3 -6 ViB/// /'- I l0 n ‘ T \ C ow rie-— ^ °  yo« mean that you make 1 per cent, in addition to the capital 
)ou have in the business, or do you charge any interest on the capital ?—Yes.

331;. B y  the Hon. J. M. D a v ie s .— Your 11 per cent, net profit is after charging interest on capital 
and a salary for your own services ?—Yes. 1

3318. B y  the lio n . IV. Me Cut loch.—A good deal will depend on the value you put on your
own services ?—Yes. 1 J

3319 Supposing your employe who has been getting 25s. a week and his board started in business 
next door to yon, lie would not value his services as highly as you do ?—A man will only charge his 
business what is legitimate ami fair.

3320. i iy  the Han. T. C. H a rw o o d — In estimating your expenses, do you put down the cost of 
yourself and family ?— No.

3321. But you allow for your own wages'?—Yes.
3322. And out of that you pay the household expenses ? — Yes.
3323. B y  M r. Coldham.— W hat percentage would the amount you allow to yourself for your wao-es 

which covers your living expenses, be upon your turnover ?—It  might be from 1 per cent, to Id per cent’ 
on the turnover.

The witness withdrew.

Martin Kennedy, examined.
3321. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .— What are you ?—A salesman and clerk in the employment of 

■John McLeod, wholesale grocer, of Ballarat.
3325. B y  M r.D eaJdn.— How many years’ experience have you had - —About eight years.
3326. You have a knowledge of the profits that are earned by retail grocers ?—A general idea from 

bearing the discussions of the grocers, not an intimate knowledge.
3327. You can form a pretty adequate idea ?—We have a fair idea.
3328. Are the profits of the retail trade such that they can afford to bear an impost of 3-h per cent, 

for the coupons ?—I do not think they can possibly, judging from the prices in Ballarat and from our 
prices to the retail grocers.

3329. Are your prices the same as the other wholesale grocers in Ballarat ?— They have to be.
3330. Although retail grocers will differ slightly in particular lines, yet taking them together, there 

is a general average of prices ?—Yes ; there is a general average of veiy low cut prices ; for instance,
Cadbury’s dlb.-tins of cocoa wc sell to the trade at 16s. 9d. per dozen, and they are retailed at Is. 6d. each__
that is the standard price; Cadbury’s |-lb. tins of cocoa are sold by every grocer iu Ballarat at 9d., and we 
sell them at 8s. 9d. per dozen.

3331. B y  M r. Coldham .— Do you allow any discount when you sell at those prices ?— We allow 2 j  
per cent. Then herrings, for which the retailers’ price is 6s. per dozen, we sell at 5s. l id .  per dozen for 
tall tins ; Red Heart tomato sauce is sold by the grocers at 4s. 6d., while our price is 4s. 4^d.; Havelock 
tobacco, pocket-pieces, fourteen to the lb., arc sold by the grocer at 4d. each, while our price is 4s. 4d. per 
lb.; currants, which are re I ailed by the grocers at 6d. we sell at 5§h.; Van Houten’s cocoa is sold by the 
retailer at 11s. per dozen, and our price is 10s. 9d.; Seigel’s Syrup, which is sold by the grocer at 2s."6d. 
per bottle, is sold by us at 28s. 6d. per dozen ; Red Heart plum jam is sold by the retailer at 6d. per tin, 
and our price is 6s. per dozen.

3332. B y  the Hon. IV. M cC ulloch .— -What do you pay for that ?—I  think we make about 11 per 
cent, out of it, allowing for discount. Sugar is sold by the retail grocers all over Ballarat at 2s. 6d. per 
dozen lbs., while our price is 23s. per cwt., and the greater number of the grocery lines are cut in the same 
way.

3333. B y  the Hon. T. Com rie.— What discount do you allow on sugar ?—2 \  per cent.
3334. B y  M r. D eahin.—Do you buy in Melbourne ?—Most of our lines are bought in Melbourne, 

but occasionally we indent. Wc indent herrings, sardines, and oysters ; we do not indent many lines.
3335. In  your opinion the retail grocery trade cannot stand an impost of 3?,- per cent. ?—No.
3336. W h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  y o u  L a d  o f  t h e  c o u p o n  s y s t e m ?  — W e  h a v e  n o t  a n y  d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t  wc t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  c u s t o m e r s  w h o  d e a l  w i t h  u s .  W e  r e c k o n  t h a t  
a  m a n  c a n n o t  g i v e  t h e  c o u p o n s  a n d  d o  a  f a i r  h o n e s t  t r a d e .  l i e  h a s  t o  g e t  i t  o u t  o f  h i s  c u s t o m e r s  o r  o u t  o f  
h i s  e m p l o y e s .  T h e  c o u p o n  p e o p l e  f e l l  h i m  t h a t  h i s  c a s h  t r a d e  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  b u t ,  
s u p p o s i n g  h i s  p r e s e n t  t u r n o v e r  i s  £  1 0 0  p e r  w e e k ,  o n  w h i c h  h e  m a k e s  a  p r o f i t  o f  5 p e r  c e n t . ,  i f ,  b y  m e a n s  
o f  t h e  c o u p o n s ,  h i s  c a s h  t r a d e  i s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  £ 5 0  p e r  w e e k ,  h e  i s  t a x e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  5  p e r  c e n t ,  o n  t h e  
w h o l e  £ 1 5 0 ,  s o  t h a t  h e  i s  i n  a  w o r s e  p o s i t i o n  t h a n  h o  w a s  b e f o r e .  H e  g i v e s  5  p e r  c e n t ,  o n  t h e  t o t a l  
t u r n o v e r  o f  £  1 oO,  w h i c h  i s  £  t 1 Os . , s o  t h a t  l i e  l o s e s  a l l  h i s  pr o j i t .

3337. H a v e  y o u  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r e k e e p e r s  o f  B a l l a r a t  g e n e r a l l y  o n  t h i s
s y s t e m  ? Y e s ,  t h e  o p i n i o n  of t h e  s t o r e k e e p e r s  I  h a v e  m e t  i s  a d v e r s e  t o  t h e  s y s t e m ,  a l t h o u g h  a l o t  o f  t h e m
h a v e  b e e n  c o m p e l l e d  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  c o u p o n s  i n  s e l f - d e f e n c e .

3 3 3 8 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  ? — Y e s ,  I  h a d  a  p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  5 0 0  o r  6 0 0  s t o r e -  
k e e u e r s  i n  B a l l a r a t ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  c l o s e  o n  1 0 0  c o u p o n  h o l d e r s  w h o  s i g n e d  it.

3339. C a n  v o u  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  1 0 0  w h o  h o l d  c o u p o n s  p u r c h a s e  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y  o r  b u y
t h e i r  c o u p o n s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  ?— I  c a n n o t  s a y ,  1 h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p o n s  c a n  b e  g o t  o u t s i d e  t h e

v h u t  I d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  m y  o w n  k n o w l e d g e .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t s —[producing (he same 1
m bkea Imlf a book.
33 40. Have you any knowledge of the retail price of such an article as that ?—No, I  am no judge

of it • but I have had it valued by experts, and I  have atlidavits from them as to the value.



3341. Who made those affidavits?— Walter Dawson, ironmonger, of Ballarat; Edwin Geary, 
Ballarat, and William Forsyth, ironmonger— they value it at 7s. 6 d.

3342. XX hv are they not here in person ? — I could not get them to come down. The ironmongery 
trade has not been touched in Ballarat, so they did not think it incumbent on them to come down to Mel­
bourne.

3343. B y  M r. Coldham .— Did you see them making the affidavits ?—Yes.
3344. B y  M r. D eak in .—Was that article purchased from the company ?—I  wanted to see whether 

their articles were up to the value that they said they were, and I  asked my wife to go there with a 
coupon book and pick out an article. She did so, and I  have her affidavit to that effect.

3345. Have you anything else to add 1—No.
3346. B y  M r. Coldham .—When did you instruct your wife to buy this article ?—On Saturday, the 

2 1 st October.
3347. Was that after this Bill had been brought into the Legislative Council ?— I think it was 

brought before the Council before that.
3348. Was it after communications had been received from Melbourne by the Ballarat association 

asking them to prepare evidence against this company ?—I do not know anything about communications.
3349. Are you a member of the Grocers’ Association ?—No.
3350. You say that certain signatures were obtained by you to petitions ?—I  did not obtain them

myself.
3351. You know nothing personally about the manner in which those signatures were obtained ?—

No.
3352. You have given us a list of the articles which are cut. I  presume that we may take it that 

these are the lowest lines you could pick out ?— They are a few picked out at random from three or four 
shops.

3353. Do you say that this is a fair indication of the grocers’ profits ?—I  think it is pretty fair.
3354. Cadbury’s cocoa would work out at a profit of about 7^ per cent, gross to the retailer for ^~lb. 

tins ?— Yes, that is a profit of Is. 3d. on an outlay of 16s. 9d.
3355. Do they not get a rebate of 5d. ?— Yes.
3356. That is one of the worst cut lines you can point out ?—No, not by a long way—there is sugar.
3357. Practically that is not sold at a profit at all ?—I t  is sold at 23s. 4£d. per cwt. and it costs 

them 23s. per cwt.
3358. Is there any profit on that at all, allowing for bagging and so on ?— The bags are sold in the 

23s. per cwt. too.
3359. Is there any profit in selling sugar at that price—suppose you only dealt in sugar would you 

make 2^ per cent, profit selling it at that price ?—I  think so—that is 2 \  per cent, gross.
3360. Then, when a person sells it at that price, he is actually selling at a loss ?— Yes.
3361. Are there any other articles in the list that are actually sold at a loss ?— There are three or 

four cut lines that are sold at a loss—Cadbury’s cocoa in ^-lb. tins is sold at 9d. per tin, and bought at 
8 s. 9d. per dozen. That is pretty close.

3362. There is Red Heart jam sold at 6 d., and bought at 6 s. per dozen wholesale—that must be an 
absolute loss?—Yes.

3363. How long have those prices obtained in Ballarat ?—I  cannot say longer than the day I  took 
them, which was a week ago.

3364. Does your knowledge not go back further than a week ?—I  am not supposed to have any 
knowledge of retail prices at all.

3365. The evidence you have given is simply statements made to you by persons you interviewed 
for the purpose of this inquiry ?— They were made to me by their windows.

3366. Did you not ask them personally ? — I  asked one or two personally ; Mr. Gray told me those
prices.

3367. You have Mr. Mudie’s name iu this list, in connection with six cut lines, and your opinion is 
that Mr. Mudie, having to sell at those prices and give coupons, the result of the system must be a reduc­
tion in the quality of the goods, or a reduction in some other way ?— That is my impression.

3368. I f  Mr. Mudie swore that his business used to be both a cash and a credit one before taking 
the coupons, that he had given no other form of discount, that his business now was on cash lines only, 
that his business had increased 40 per cent, in three months, and that he had increased the wages of his 
employes, though not their hours—what do you say to that ?—I  do not want to make any comment 
upon that.

3369. Is that consistent with the view you have expressed ?— He is a customer of ours, and I  am 
not going to make any comment upon it.

3370. I f  he says he is satisfied you will not say he is not satisfied ?—I  am not going to say any­
thing.

3371. He sells blacking, matches, currants, oysters, salmon, and candles at certain prices—you say 
they are cut lines which do not afford any profit ?—Very little.

3372. I f  he says that notwithstanding these cut lines he is quite content to go on with the coupon 
system, do you say that he does not know his business ?— I do not say anything.

3373. Is Mr. Gray a customer of yours ?—No, he is a grocer who does not give coupons.
3374. He sells old currants ?— Old and new both.
3375. You have him down as buying currants wholesale at Sg-d. per lb. and selling them at 6 d., 

while you have Mr. Mudie buying wholesale at 5§d. aud selling at 6 d.; why do you put down Mr. Mudie 
as paying more for his currants than Mr. Gray ?—In the one case the currants are new and in the other 
they are old.

3376. How do you know ?—I  saw them.
3377. Were they in the window, or did you go inside and inspect them—how did you get this 

information up ?—In Mr. Gray’s case, from personal information ; in Mr. Mudie’s case, from the currants 
we were selling him.

3378. Did you make inquiries as to the price of currants from other people ?— Ao, I  took a few 
items at random.



3379. Are you the only firm that deals with those persons ?—I cannot say.
3380. They may buy from other people ?—They may.
3381. Do you allow discount or rebate on the articles you indent ?—When we sell them we allow 

2 ^ per cent.
3382. You make a greater profit on the lines that you indent than on the lines that you buy ?—■ 

Sometimes we have not done so.
3383. Your idea in indenting is to make a greater profit?—If possible.
3384. You recognise it as a legitimate thing to make a profit by selling at a less price than you 

would get under ordinary circumstances ?—Yes, that is fair trading.
3385. If  you could afford a rebate of 5 per cent, to the customers you supplv, you would feel 

justified m doing so?—No.
3386. Suppose somebody else did it, would you do it then ?— We would consider whether we would 

allow it or not.
3387. Would you consider it unfair ?—We would consider that the other man had a right to do so 

if he could afford it.
3388. I f  you could stand it you would raise your rebates to 5 per cent, in order to compete with 

him ?— Under those strange circumstances I suppose we would.
3389. I f  a man can afford to give 5 per cent, discount, and does give it, with the object of attracting 

business, you consider that unfair?—Yes, it is unfair in this way— that the door is not open to every 
tradesman.

339(X I  am now speaking of cash discount. Supposing a man is selling a certain lot of goods for 
£100 and his rival sells them for £95, is that fair ?—It  may not be fair to the man he buys from in a 
month or two.

3391. Suppose he buys for cash, it would not then make any difference to the man he bought from ?
—No.

3392. If he can do it it is perfectly fair ?—It  is fair competition.
3393. If, instead of selling the goods for £95, he sells them for £100, and gives 5 per cent, cash 

discount, it would be just the same ?—Just the same, if he did not mislead the public.
3394. Suppose he offers a cash discount off £ 1 0 0 , that is exactly the same thing as selling the goods 

for £95 ?—Yes.
3395. As far as the retailer is concerned, it costs him £5  in the form of discount to sell £100 

worth of goods under those circumstances ?—Yes.
3396. Whether he gives that 5 per cent, in cash or in the form of printed pieces of paper, the cost 

to the retailer is exactly the same ?— Yes, but not the opportunities of competing.
■ 3397. If  we have two shops side by side, one giving £5 discount in cash on £ 1 0 0 , and the other 

giving £5  in coupons on £100, the public would naturally go to the cash shop ?—Not altogether so, the 
public’s buying is not altogether done by the heads of the household, it is done by children and servant 
girls, and they go in for these coupons, and foolish wives do so too.

3398. Certain members of the public do not know what is good for (hem ? — That is true.
3399. You condemn the system because certain members of the public do not appreciate its 

deficiencies ?— That is one of the reasons.
3400. They do not appreciate the fact that a cash discount is better than the coupon discount ?— 

That is one reason.
3401. Can you tpll me any other disadvantage to the public ?—There is no other disadvantage to 

the public.
3402. As far as the public are concerned, the only objection you have is that they do not recognise

that it is not as good as cash ?— They do not get the value.
3403. If  they got the value it would be as good as cash ?— Yes, to them.
3404. You complain that the public do not get proper value for their coupons ?—That is one of my

points.
3405. Can you point out any other objection from a public point of view ?—There is this fact, that 

the head of the house in most instances does not make the purchases—most of the purchases are made by 
the women folk, or the servants, or the children, and in many instances they are encouraged into thriftless 
and extravagant habits, they will buy 5d. worth of goods and want a coupon, and if the shopkeeper will 
not give them one they will ask for a pennyworth of lollies to make up the 6 d.

3406. Is there" anything else you can think of ?—It encourages the gambling spirit among the
general public.

3407. Where does the gambling come in ?—You might draw a prize or you might draw a blank ; 
the specimen produced is very nearly a blank.

3408. You mean that some people may get better value for their 12s. 6 d. than other people ? Yes.
3409. When people come to a retailer and buy a particular article they may get it very much nearer

to the -wholesale price than they do if they buy another article ?—Yes.
3410. Take sugar—if a customer comes in and buys sugar he gets full value for his money, -whereas 

if he buys other articles he may not get within 30 per cent, or 40 per cent, of the wholesale price ?—I do 
not think there are any articles carrying 30 per cent, in the retail trade ; the articles carrying even 20 per
cent, must be very few and far between. _ . , ,

3411. But that is what you mean when you say there is a lottery in the things the public purchase
 0CCurs in purchasing articles from wholesale grocers—tea carries a fair profit, while sugar-carries
no profit at all, so that one is a better investment than the other ?—Yes.

3412. What percentage above Melbourne prices do you reckon the wholesale grocers in Ballarat
sell at ? I t  all depends upon the freight.

3413. You get your goods in large parcels ?—Yes.
3414 What do you reckon your prices are above Melbourne prices ?—1 could not give an average.
3 4 1 5  rpake Smith’s fresh herrings, tall tins, you sell them wholesale at 6 s. per dozen ?—Yes, they

little cheaper than Morton s. 
ar 3416 I see that people can sell Morton’s herrings down here at 5^d. per tin retail—is it possible to
do that and make a profit ?— Moran and Cato might do it, they buy as largely as we do,



.341/. 1 on can afloril to sell Morton’s herrings at olpl. ?— If we had the turnover Moran and Cato 
have, we might- be able to afford i t—you have to allow 2 -̂ d. to 3d. per dozen tins for freight to Ballarat.

3418. IN hat do you sell kerosene a t? — 10|d. per gallon ; that is, 3 s. 5d. per tin, or 6 s. l id .  
per case.

3419. NN hat is the lowest price at which you have been able to sell 150-flash test kerosene within 
the last six months ?— The kerosene market fluctuates a great deal, up and down, so I could not say.

3420. You keep your prices as low as possible, to meet the competition of the Melbourne houses ?
—Yes.

3421. The wholesale houses here are cutting very close ?— I think so.
3422. If it were not for cutting, you would be able to put up your prices, and the retailer would be 

able to put up his prices ?— I think so.
3423. Is cutting a desirable thing ?—It  is only natural ; you cannot stop it.
3424. You regard it as a means of attracting trade?— Yes.
3425. I t  is not illegitimate when people do do i t?—No.
3426. You recognise the fact that cash buyers have an advantage over credit buyers in dealing with

wholesale houses ?— Yres ; I  think they buy a shade cheaper than credit buyers. They get the same prices,
but we might give them one-half per cent, discount more for cash on the spot.

3427. They are in a position to go to any house they like, and get quotations for goods ?—Yes, that 
is an advantage.

3428. And even when they buy from the one house they get an advantage of the extra per cent, 
discount ?—l res.

3429. The cash buyer can also say— “ 1 do not care for this line, I  will go to another house ; ” is 
not that an advantage?—He might get an advantage by comparing prices.

3430. If he gets an advantage in buying, he is in a position to give an advantage in selling ?—Yes, 
if he wishes to do so.

3431. Do you deal with Harper and Ramage?—No.
3432. Did any one go with Mrs. Kennedy when she bought this jam dish ?—No ; I  told her to

take a book and pick out an article.
3433. NYhat article did you tell her to pick out ?— Something she fancied.
3434. Had you not a pickle jar or jam dish in the house ?—Yes.
3435. And you wanted another ?—No, I  did not want it ; it is not good enough for my house.
3436. Did you give her any intimation as to what article she should select?—I  told her she need

not pick out the most valuable article.
3437. Did you tell her to pick out the poorest article she could see ?—Yes.
3438. Was that quite fair ?—Decidedly.
3439. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey .— Have you a grocer’s licence ?—No.
3440. Your explanation of thriftlessness was purchasing a pennyworth of lollies to make up the 

coupon?—Yes.
3441. B y  the Hon. IV. M cC ulloch .— What is the coupon on 6 d. worth ?— Three-tenths of a penny. 

The householder would not do that, but the servant girl or the children might do it.
3442. Have you any customers who keep these coupons ?—Yes.
3443. Do you trust them ?—Yes.
3444. Do they pay you ?— Yes.
3445. Are they prosperous ?—I  could not say.
3446. YTou would not trust them if they were not prosperous ?— You cannot close down on a man 

all of a sudden.
3447. Is Mr. Mu die doing a large business ?—I  think he is doing a pretty good business.
3448. Does he buy all his goods in Ballarat ?—I  could not say. I  think he buys manufactured 

goods in Melbourne.
3449. He is a man of good standing ?—Yes.
3450. Does he buy for cash ?—As good as cash to us. We would trust him to any amount he 

wanted.
3451. Is it possible h& can buy as cheaply in Melbourne as you can?—I do not think so. He 

cannot get the quantities, and as a general rule discount goes according to quantities.
3452. Have you bought in Melbourne?— Not myself—I am not the buyer for the firm.
3453. If  you go into a warehouse and want to buy tea, they might ask KM. a pound, but if you 

were a cash buyer they would be prepared to make a reduction rather than have you go somewhere else ? 
—Yes.

3454. If a man can buy cheaper for cash than a man who is buying on credit, he can afford to give 
a discount to his customers, and still make a profit ?— He might make 1 -̂ per cent., and still he would not 
make what he gives away in coupons.

3455. He is a cash buyer, and he gets the goods as cheaply as possible, because the merchant does 
not want him to go away, and then he gets his 2 }j discount, whereas the other man has to buy from you, 
and you have to make your profit ?— We buy in a different market to the other man—the other man 
cannot buy 200 or 300 tons of sugar in a month, and we can.

3456. Sugar is cut very fine in the trade ?— Yres, but if we wanted 1 0 0  cases of herrings they 
would offer it to us cheaper than if we wanted only 25 cases.

3457. Your objection to this system is that the public is cheated ?—That is one objection, that they 
do not get the value the company professes to give them ; they are not judges of these articles.

3458. YYu want to protect the public ?— We want to protect ourselves, and if we can protect the 
public at the same time, so much the better.

3459. B y  the Hon. J. M . D a v ie s .—Do you say the amount of discount varies according to the 
quantity bought ?—Y"es, if you bought a ton of sugar they would charge you £22 in Melbourne, but if 
we bought a couple of hundred tons they would allow us a big discount.

3460. Is it the discount for cash that varies, or the discount on the price—if you got 2 0 0  tons on 
credit would you not get it at a lower price than if you bought a small quantity ?—If  we bought a large 
quantity on credit I  do not think the price would be altered at all.



far ^461. -The ironmongers have not objected to this system ?—They have not been much affected so 

must be ^  ^  ^ 1G*r actua  ̂ lni( ê affected by the company giving away these articles ?—I think it

,i ^ie H-0™' Knox. I  be ultimate result must bo that if the coupons are maintained
PU n’l^1!111̂  ,̂a ,̂ ■“1§^er prices ?—I thiuk so, unless the difference is taken out of the employes.

3 4 r -  7  only party that benefits is the Coupon Company ?—Yes.
o. B y  the Hon, T. C. H arw ood .—The instances you have given are those in which the profits

are very small—can you give us some instances in which the grocers make more profit ?—I should say tea
pays ie letai gi ocer about 3d. a pound. We sell a tea at 1 Oil. that is sold by the retailer at Is., and we sell
ano ier at s. d. which he sells at Is. 6 d., so that is a good profitable line—it is reckoned the best line on

ie average. I  think there is also a good profit on coffee, but it depends upon the amount of chicory in
it. I  should say there was an average of 3d. or 4d. a pound on coffee. I think those are about the best 
lines.

The witness withdrew .

Albert J .  Thomas, examined.
3466. B y  the Hon. the Chavnncm.—What are you ?—A crockery and fancy goods dealer, in the 

Sydney-road, Brunswick.
346 i . B y  M r. D eakin .— Will you look at this pickle jar— \h an d in g  the same to the iv itn essl—do you 

know that class of goods ?—Yes.
3468. What could you buy that for wholesale ?— About 60s. per dozen.
3469. What would be a fair retail price for it ?—We put about 50 per cent, on that sort of stock— 

of course, you have to stand being cut down occasionally.
3470. Can you get a similar article to that in a Melbourne shop to-day for 7s. 6 d. ?—I have just 

sold two better articles to-day for 8 s. 6 d. each.
3471. Is it a common line ?—Yes, I  have the same line in stock ; it is only pressed glass, not cut, 

and common electro-plate of the lowest quality, unless you go to tin.
3472. Can you say anything about the coupon system generally ?—It  has done a great deal of 

injury to my business.
3473. Were you offered the coupons ?—Yes.
3474. Did you accept them?—No, I  declined them, because I did not believe in the principle.
3475. Did your neighbour take them ?— Yes, the man opposite took them, and I  lost the greater 

portion of my trade. I  do a lot of trade with children in fancy goods and school requisites. Children 
come in and say— “ Do you give coupons ?” “ No,” and then they go over the road to make their 
purchases. They will come in and ask for two exercise books and ask for a coupon, and if you do not 
give the coupon they will go straight over the road. Also, they steal the coupons from their mothers, 
and come in with a dozen and ask for an exercise book. They have got the 3d. from their mothers for 
the book, but they spend that 3d. on lollies.

3476. Do you believe in the system ?—No, I do not believe in it in any way. When the man came 
to me and asked me to take the coupons, I  said—“ Mine is a cash business, I do not require them.” He 
said—“ There is an article marked 4^d.; if you ask 6 d. for it, and give a coupon, you will do a far better 
business.” One man told me he made £2 a week on the coupons alone by having the same value at 
different prices to catch the coupons.

3477. Do you think this system is advantageous to the public ?—N o ;  I  think the people are 
deluded.

3478. I t  does not draw any more cash into the business ?— No, I do not see that it can. There is 
only a very small trade done, and people do not buy goods they do not want.

3479. Has it a tendency to divert the cash business into the coupon shops ?—It  has. I  cannot keep
on the way things are with me for the last three months. I  have been there fourteen years, and had the 
principal shop in that locality, but the person opposite me, who took the coupons, has how opened next 
door but one to me, and carries on the two shops.

3480. Could you obtain the coupons now if you wanted them ?—Not now.
3481. You cannot put yourself on a footing of equality with your rival now ?—No.
3482. Even if  you offer a discount you cannot offer the same kind of discount ?—No, it is the 

coupons, the public do not look at the discount, they are mad for collecting coupons.
3483. They think they get the presents for nothing ?—They think so.
3484. B y M r. G oldham .— Your impression is that small cash discounts are frittered away ?—Yes.
3485. These coupons cannot be frittered away ?—No, unless the children get hold of them, and go

to the shops that deal in them ; the shopkeeper benefits slightly by taking these coupons, and giving a 3d.
book for them.

3486. But they are not frittered away ?—No, not in the same way.
3487. Is it desirable to prevent cash discounts being frittered away ?—It  is the principle I  look at.
3488. Do you think it desirable that cash discounts should not be frittered away ?— If people have 

the ready money they are at liberty to spend it.
3489. Do you think it desirable that cash discounts should not be frittered away ?— 1 es, when they

can do There is nothing to prevent your giving cash discounts if you like ?—No, I object to it on
principle I  do not believe it is a good principle.

3491. I f  you allow a cash discount it is exactly the same thing as supplying the public wit a goods

at a Is it not desirable to supply the public at the lowest price that affords you a fair margin of
9 W e  do that now.

P " 3 4 9 3 . If  your opposite neighbour can afford to undersell you, is it unfair of him to do so ?—It  is 
not fair to undersell.



3-194. If a person can afford to sell goods at £ 9  10s., which you cannot sell at less than £10, you 
do not consider it fair ?—Not if it does not give you a fair margin of profit ; it is not unfair if he can do it, 
but I  know the prices of the stuff.

3495. Supposing a man chooses to make a present of the goods, do you object to that ?—I do not 
object to any one giving his own stuff away.

3496. If a person happens to be throwing his own stuff away by giving cash discounts, you cannot 
complain ?—No.

3497. "ion are always willing to make a deal if you can make money out of it ?—Yes.
_ 3498. Would you enter into a contract to supply Mr. Scott with articles like these on the table at 

the price you have mentioned— can you supply them?— I  would not say 1 could at a moment’s notice, I  
might not be able to get them.

3499. What is the highest profit that you make on any article you sell ?—That electro-plate runs 
the highest, we make 50 per cent, on it.

3500. I f  you paid 6 s. 6 d. wholesale for this jam dish, you would consider it quite out of the way to 
charge 12s. 6 d. for it in Ballarat ?—That is nearly 100 per cent. An article I  bought for 5s. I  would sell 
for 7s. 6 d.

3501. Is that the highest profit you make on any line whatever ?— There may be a job line that you 
pick up occasionally.

3502. Are there not many lines in your business on which you make 100 per cent, gross profit? 
— There may be on very small items, but taking general prices there are not.

3503. Have you not many lines in your business on which you make 100 per cent, and more gross 
profit ?—There are not plenty of lines. I  do a wholesale trade, and I  do job buying—at stock time I  
might buy £ 1 0 0  worth of goods and get it  fairly thrown at me.

3504. I f  a small buyer will pay you 200 per cent, or 300 per cent, on your bargain you will take 
it ?— Yes, but I would not undercut my neighbour.

3505. W hat fixes the price of an article with you ?— The market value of the goods.
3506. If  you got hold of a sacrificed line you would probably sell it a little bit under the ordinary 

price in order to get the trade?—No, I  do not.
3507. Suppose an article was sold at 5s. wholesale, and you happened to get a line at 2 s. 6 d., would 

you insist upon your 50 per cent, profit ?—It  would depend upon whether my neighbour had any of the same 
class of goods. I  would mark them at the market price, I  do not believe in undercutting.

3508. You would make your bigger profit than your neighbour ?—Yes.
3509. That is perfectly fair business ?—Yes.
3510. Is there anything to prevent you giving cash discounts if you want to ?—No.
3511. Could you afford to ?— The business would have to increase.
3512. You reckon that cash discounts are not an unfair way of attracting trade if you can afford

to give them?—Yes, I  believe in marking an article at the lowest possible price you can sell it at.
3513. You take off what other people consider is a cash discount by marking the goods down as low 

as possible?— Yes.
3514. Suppose you can sell goods at £95, would there be any difference between selling them at 

£95 and selling them at £100 and allowing 5 per cent, off for cash?—No.
3515. Would you consider one system unfair and the other fair ?—Yes.
3516. You consider it unfair to mark goods at £ 1 0 0  and allow 5 per cent, for cash ?— Yes.
3517. That is the basis of your objection to the cash discount system ?— Yes.
3518. Have you any personal knowledge of the value of the goods supplied by the Coupon

Company ?—I  have had two or three lines shown me. A  lady came and asked me for coupons. I  said—
“ I cannot give them.” She said— “ Then I  cannot deal" with you. I  want coupons, and I  will have to go 
to your neighbour across the road.” After dealing there she brought in the article to show me, and said— 
“ There is the article 1 have got.” I  did not reckon the article as good as the one that has been produced 
here.

3519. Have you any personal knowledge of the goods ?—I  was not in the shop when she got it. I  
have never bought the goods or seen any bought.

3520. W hat would this article be described as in the trade ?— It  is electro-plate.
3521. What is it plated on ?— Generally white metal.
3522. What is this particular article plated on ?— White metal, which is a mixture of zinc, lead, and

pewter.
3523. Is there any difference in the quality of the goods manufactured by the Britannia Company ?

— J expect so ; there are different coatings of silver.
3524. Is this article silver ?—I t  is silver, but it is only a single dip.
3525. That is, it is put into the bath only once ?—I should imagine that is all.
3526. Suppose the Britannia Company say it is a quadruple plate, what do you say ?— That is

what I  am told in the trade.
3527. Uo you know how many dippings this article has had in the bath ?— No, I  cannot say for

certain.
3528. You sell for cash ?— Yes, I  give no credit at all.
3529. Is a cash business desirable ?—Yes, because then you know how you are going on.
3530. What are the advantages of a cash system ?— You need not keep books in a cash business,

and you avoid the trouble of collecting ; there is not the same interest on capital.
3531. Have you ever run a credit business ?—Never an actual credit business—sometimes a neigh­

bour will come in and obtain a thing on credit.
3532. You make no bad debts ?—No.
3533. You recognise generally that turning a credit business into a cash business is a desirable 

thing ?—Certainly.
3534. B y  the Hon. W. M cC u lloch .—You were offered these coupons, but declined them ?—

Yes.
3535. I f  you had the opportunity now, would you take the coupons ?—No, I  am not sorry I  refused 

them ; I  do not believe in the principle.



3536. You object to give 5 per cent, discount ?—Yes, I would rather mark the goods down to the 
price at which I  could soil them.

o537. If you get 50 per cent, profit you cannot object to give 5 per cent. ?—You do not make that 
amount of profit in every line. On crockery I do not make 10 per cent.., and that is the line I  sell most of. 
You could not give 5 per cent, all round on the goods I  sell.

3538. Suppose a mau starting across the road was satisfied with 25 per cent, profit on his articles 
instead of 50 per cent., what would you do?—I would meet him then.

3539. Why do you not issue your own coupons ?—People prefer the company’s coupons. One 
man had the other company’s coupons, but the people would not take them.

3540. B y the Hon. J. 31. Davies.—You say that the canvasser of the company told you that you 
could put a 4jd. article up to 6 d. if you gave a coupon with it. Do you know the name of the canvasser ? 
— No.

3511. When was i t? —I  cannot say the date, but it was when the company first started in 
Brunswick. He came out to me about half-a-dozen times.

3542. B y  the Hon. D . 31elville.—What did the man point out to you as the advantages of the 
system ?—He said it would encourage dealing for cash. I  said—“ I deal for cash he said—“ You will 
get the advantage in the increased trade ; people are going mad for these things and I  would advise you to 
go in for them.” Pie quoted America and one or two other places.

3543. Was he to bar any other tradesmen ?—Yes, I  could have barred the whole street as I  had the 
principal business.

3544. You object to it on principle, you would not beggar your neighbour ?—No, I  think there is 
room for us all to do an honest trade.

3545. What has been the result of this system to you ?—I  have lost one-third of my trade.
3546. Were the articles supplied by the company shown to the people in the district?—Yes, the 

presents were exhibited in the shop windows.
3547. Why do you call them presents ?—They call them presents.
3548. The price in number of coupons was marked on the present ?—Yes.
3549. And people, seeing those things in the windows, would go to the shops that have the 

coupons ?—Yes.
3550. I f  you give 5 per cent, discount on £ 1 0 0 , you would have £95, but if you buy the coupons it 

is your money that is involved ; the company do not give the coupons on credit—you have to provide the 
capital for the coupons before you have sold the goods ?— So I  believe ; I  do not know what the principle 
is. I  did not ask them if they wanted cash.

3551. Do those grocers and butchers supply the company with the capital?—I  do not know.
3552. Your only objection is on the ground of principle, that it deprives your neighbour of his 

legitimate trade ?—Yes.
3553. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—When was this company started ?—I  could not say.
3554. Was it twelve months ago ?—It might be, but I did not take particular notice.
3555. B y  M r. Coldham .—Who is the person opposite you who takes the coupons, and has now set 

up next door to you ?—Mrs. Groube.
3556. How long is it since she took the coupons ?—I  could not say exactly—about five or six 

months.
3557. How long before that had the canvasser called on you ?—I  could not say ; he called on me 

two or three times—perhaps it was a month or two before.
3558. I t  would be eight or nine months ago when this conversation took place, to which you refer? 

— I  could not say for certain, I  did not notice the date. I  did not feel the effects of the coupons for some 
time after the other shopkeeper took them.

3559. Was it summer or winter—was it before Christmas ?—I  cannot say. I cannot fix the date at 
all. I  did not take any particular notice of the date.

The witness withdrew.

William Fimmel, examined.
3560. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business in Lydiard-

street, Ballarat. „ , 0 r i. i + i
3561. B y  M r. D eahin .—What experience have you had of the Coupon Company . —4 have lately

taken the coupons under different circumstances to most people. I  have had an opposition tradesman, 
trading under the coupon systems, open close to me, and I have been compelled in self-defence to take up 
the system to try and keep on an equal footing. I  went to the company and asked to be supplied with 
coupons and was met with' a blank refusal. When I  asked the reason I  was shown the agreement between 
the company and this opposition firm, giving them the monopoly of Lydiard-street, which is nearly a mi e 
and a half Ion o' and in which I have two businesses. Now, although I do not approve or the sys 'em, 
have to o-et the’coupons as best I can. I find that the system has not increased my cash trade,  ̂ but it has 
placed me on a footing to hold my own and retain my customers, which means that I  am now giving them
5 per cent, discount, which I  had previously no occasion to do. . „

356? When you were not taking the coupons did you lose a portion of your cash trade . xes.
3563' Did it affect your credit trade ?—No, I  cannot say it did. _ ,
3564' Did not your credit customers go to coupon shops, and deal with them for cash . JNo to my

knowled e. -rr&VQ y0U anything to say in regard to the articles the company gives ? I  have heaid people 
/ 1 nrocured articles from the company) that they considered they were not good va ue for t e

say (wm /  , , bring them to give evidence before the Committee, but they did not care to be mixec
money. 11 arul would not sign affidavits, so I  asked a friend of mine to go to the Coupon depo
up in t i e  1 , an article, and have it valued, as I  wranted to use it as evidence, which has been c one.
with a ooo ,} u give any instructions as to the kind of article to be picked out . N o; I  said I

tr> procure an article and have it valued, and if it was under value I  would use it as evidence 
wanted^ iem article ■[„producing the same]. This other article— \j>roduci?ig the same] I saw marked up

nf -Rridge-street, so I  went in and bought it. 
at 7s. 6 d. in



3-367. Do yon approve of the coupon system?—I cannot afford to give 5 per cent, of my profits 
away ; it would be impossible ; I  would soon have to shut up shop.

3.568. B y  M r. Cohlham .—Who bought that article? —A  friend of mine named Mrs. Edith Codlin, 
of Dunnstown.

3.569. Is it in the same condition now as when it was brought to you ?—Exactly.
3.570. Did you go with her ?—I  did not.
3571. Do you see that the price charged against that article is torn off ?— It is just as I  got it.
3572. You did not see the article delivered from the shop ?—No.
3,573. I t  may have been marked a quarter-book ?—I  have an affidavit here on the subject,
3574. To whom did you hand the book ?— To Mrs. Edith Codlin.
3575. What is her husband’s name?—I could not say.
3576. Do you know that the name of Ford Avas given when that thing Avas purchased ?—I do not

knoAV.
3577. Did you give any instructions or make any suggestions as to the name to be given ?—Nothing 

Avhatever, I  simply asked them to get the article.
3578. Did they say that, Avhen they were asked the name of the purchaser for the purpose of put­

ting it on the hack of the book, they gave the name of Ford?— I  do not remember ay hat name they gave 
to the company, and it has nothing to do Avith me.

3579. Did they tell you they had not given their oavu name but a false one, and the false name was
entered in the book ?— They might have done so.

3580. Did they tell you they had not given the name of Codlin ?— Yes.
3581. Did they tell you what name they had given ?— They might have done ; I do not remember.
3582. How long ago is it ?— T avo or three weeks.
3583. Did not the Codlins tell you that they had signed the book in the name of Ford ?—I do not 

remember what name they told me.
3584. They do not say in the affidavit what name they ga\Te so that we can produce the book ?— 

No ; I  filled in the affidaATit and they signed it.
3585. Did they tell you that the article you have produced was the article they got for half a book ? 

— They did.
3586. Are those people here?— No, I  thought it would be sufficient if I  brought an affidavit.
3587. Where did you buy the other article ?— A t Woodburn and McKenzie’s, Bridge-street, 

Ballarat.
3588. You say Lydiard-street is about a mile and a half long, but in what length of it is business

carried on ?—It  starts at the gaol and finishes off at the cemetery.
3589. Do you suggest that the business part extends past the railway station, going from the 

gaol 1—It all depends upon Avhat you call the business part.
3590. I  mean the part betAvecn the laAvyers’ offices beyond Craig’s and the railway gates ?—That is 

not the principal business part, no doubt, but business is done in the whole length of the street.
3591. Is Lydiard-street as a business street a mile and a half long ?— There is nearly a mile 

between my two shops.
3592. Have you a grocer’s licence ?—No.
3593. Were you offered these coupons ?— I  was, at the beginning.
3594. You refused to take them ?— Yes, because I  did not go into the system, and I did not

understand it properly.
3595. Your business is both cash and credit ?— Yes.
3596. How much is cash and how much is credit ?—About 50 per cent, of each.
3597. What is the gross percentage of profit that you make on the Avhole business ?—Roughly 

speaking, from 10 to 12 per cent.
3598. What is the net profit ?—I  have never worked it out properly, but, roughly, I  suppose it is 

about 4^ per cent.
3599. What is the difference of profit betAveen your cash and credit trade ?—I  do not run long 

accounts, and I consider my credit trade is as good as the cash one. In fact I  consider the booking trade 
is better.

3600. You do not desire a cash trade ?—No. .
3601. If  you could turn the Avhole trade into a cash one you would not do so ?—No.
3602. Do you object to other people trying to get together a cash business ?— Certainly, if it affects 

the trade.
3603. Would you object to their doing so by advertising ?—I t  all depends upon the means they 

take of advertising.
3604. You Avould alloAv one form of advertising and not another ?—As long as it was not injurious 

to the trade generally I  would not object.
3605. You would not object to one form of advertising, Avhile you might to another ?—It all 

depends on the system of advertising.
3606. Would you object to advertising in the Ballarat S ta r  ?—I would to a certain extent, and to 

a certain extent I  would not.
3607. Would you object to a full-page advertisement in the Ballarat S tar  with special lines ?

I  could not afford it,
3608. Would it be unfair if you could afford i t?—I  cannot afford to advertise on that principle.
3609. Is that the test you apply— that you cannot afford it ?—So far as I  am personally concerned.
3610. I f  you could afford to give special attractions in the Avay of reduced prices you Avould do it ? 

—If  I  could afford it.
3611. You would not object to anyone else doing it if they could afford it ?— Certainly I  would if 

it interfered with my business.
3612. What you Avould do if you could afford it, you Avould object to another person doing if it cut 

into your trade ?— Certainly.
3613. I f  a man could afford to give 5 per cent, discount and you could not give it, you would object 

to it ?—Certainly, because it would affect trade.



it compels others t^do  the smne^ *° ^ 10° wortil of g°ods f°r £95 why should he not do so?—Because

not supply them a H e^ th n n IT O !?^  a CaU afford t0 8uPPjy tilc public witlt goods at £95, he should 
great extent. ’ beCBU8° y(m cannot do xt for ^ s - d o  you advertise much ? - N o t  to a

3617* Ton ' T ' T * 0* * ”  l ~ ° a a". e?naI footing with others—the usual thing, 
trade is a leading line with everybody!^ ' ~ ™ 6 ^  a11 0n an e9ual footing—a leading line in our

not object ?—No^blit 'T 'c L ^ n o /a f fo r r i? .  nnmber °f ,eadinS lines> and sti11 make a profit, you would

H a r p e / a / o n / w !  y T  always been m  bu8hicss ou your own account?— No ; I  was a partner with Mr. i iaipei at one tune—he is now a partner with Mr. Damage. 1
oroi S ° W l°“8' .ls lfc since he leffc y °a About nine months, opgl. Bo they give coupons ?—I believe so.
o 6 E '  f r e  th<3y W r ° n g  i n  d o i n g  s o ? — C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  a r e .
" f id '  ?f°,iyOU thhM tbe7 1cannot aflbrd it ?—I'do not know what they can afford, 

trade generally. J  ° ^  W° Uld J0U Say thej sll0Ul<1 UOt d° ifc Certainly, if it affected the

the tradTfn round11 ^  ^  ^  increasing their business or by decreasing yours ?—It affects

a;d‘ect8 individual tradesmen by taking business from them ?—Yes.
circumstances it°isSay ^  ^  Wr°Dg f° r ParticuIar individuals to adopt means to attract trade ?—Under those

qroo w °U 1c1onsider that giving discounts is unfair ?—A discount of 5 per cent. is.
sran  r l  y0U. conaider a discount of 21 per cent, unfair ?—It  would be quite the outside.

I t  a man gives 2 |  per cent, discount, you would not object ?—No ; I  do not think I  would ; 
but it lie gives more than the trade can possibly afford I would object.

3631. As long as he can afford it himself he is justified in giving it ?__ No.
v i ii363u V Y°U W,annt t(?Tli,nit; a man’s freedom of action, and fix by Act of Parliament the price at which
he shall^sell his goods ?—No, but we must protect the trade.

i ie<lsG>n that you want protection for the trade is that you want protection for your own
pocket I—Everybody does.

3634. How long have you been buying these coupons and giving them to your customers ?—A 
month or two.

3635. IIow many have you bought?—I do not remember.
3636. From whom do you buy them?—I do not feel disposed to say.
3637. B y  M r. D ea/dn.— Is  it from a man who buys them from the company ?— Yes ; I  <ret them

from private people. °
3638. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— A re  they customers of the company ? They are.
3639. B y  M r. Cotdham. You buy them from some shopkeeper who obtains them from the 

company . —I  did not say a shopkeeper. I  buy them from a person who obtains them from the company.
3640. Bo you buy them from any shopkeeper in Ballarat ?—No.
3641. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .— Uo you buy them from someone who buys them direct from the 

company, and who is not a shopkeeper ?—Yes, I  got them from a person who does not have a shop though 
he is a retail business man.

3642. Are the coupons you buy the company’s coupons ?—They are, they come from the company 
indirectly to me through one of their traders, but I  have given a promise that I  Avould not divulge his 
name.

3643. B y  M r. Coldham .—Do you call a confectioner a person who keeps a retail shop ?—Yes.
3644. Even if he carries on business in a coffee palace ?—It does not matter where he carries it on, 

he is a retailer all the same.
The witness withdrew.

James Sainsbery, examined.
3645. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .—What are you ?—A butcher, carrying on business in Victoria- 

street, Ballarat East.
3646. B y  M r. D eakin .—Do you belong to the Master Butchers’ Association ?—The association is in 

abeyance, but I  am the recognised secretary.
3647. Have you had any dealings with the Coupon Company ?— I have bought their coupons.
3648. For how long ?—Soon after they started in Ballarat—nine or ten months.
3649. Have they increased the volume of your trade ?— Slightly at first, but not now.
3650. Have they increased the proportion of your cash to your credit business ?—No.
3651. Would you be glad to give up the coupon business if you could?—Yes, I  only take them in 

self-defence, and I  would be glad if the system were abolished.
3652. Did the system prejudice you in any way ?—I found that I  had to take them because I  was 

losing customers who were asking for them, and as I could not supply them I  was losing the trade; some 
people will always go where they can get something for nothing.

3653. Who were the people who were mainly anxious to get coupons from you?— Servants* and 
others who are spending other people’s money, not their own.

3654. Presumably they keep the coupons themselves ?—Presumably so.
3655. If  they are purchasing with other people’s money, are they anxious to spend as little as pos-

eihlp ? No. I have known instances where they have endeavoured to reach a certain amount so as to get
a certain number of coupons.

3 6 5 6 .  T h e n  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  l a v i s h n e s s  ?— I n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s .
3657. Can your business afford th is extra  im post ?—N o.

; 3658. B y M r. Coliiham .—I am instructed that your consumption of coupons in the last ten months
has been at the rate of 2s. a week ?—It  has not been a great deal, I  do not know how much it is.



3659. You were the first man in your locality in your particular business who took the coupons ?— 
No, a butcher iu Bridu e-street, Mr. Aug win, about 300 yards from me, had them first ; Victoria-street is 
a continuation of Bridge-street.

3660. Who else has them ?—Another butcher in Peel-street, Mr. Barnet ; he is not quite so far away.
3661. Are you the only man in Victoria-street who has them ?—No, there are two in Victoria- 

street, Mr. W. II. Blezard and the Grazing Company.
3662. Mr. Blezard says that he could afford before the coupon system was introduced to give 8 

per cent, cash discount in his business, and he is called a “cutting butcher ” ; what do you say to that ?— 
I  say that no man in our trade, and I  voice the opinion of five-sixths of the butchers of Ballarat, can give 
8 per cent, of his takings and treat the public honestly ; that is, to supply them with a first-class article.

3663. He says it paid him well to give a discount of a penny in the shilling to his cash customers, 
and lie was prepared to give another penny discount as it paid him to_do it ?— He ought to do it then.

3664. He sells cheaply ? —He does not do one-thousandth part of the trade of Ballarat.
3665. Is he a small man ?— He is not a small man, he has three shops, and does a fair business.
3666. He is a good typical retail butcher ?—There are types and types—you can call him a type.
3667. Do you regard him as a decent respectable tradesman ?—I have nothing to do with him or his 

business— I do not interfere with his business.
3668. Does he do as big a business as you do ?—I  decline to say.
3669. Does he do a fair business ?—I suppose he does his share.
3670. Do you say that no reasonable honest tradesman can afford to pay 8 per cent, discount on his 

cash business?— In our trade no man can give a first-class article, charge a fair price for it, and give 8 per 
cent, discount.

3671. Then he must either be charging an unfair price, or not give a good article ?—You 
assume so.

3672. Did you take coupons to protect yourself ?—I  did.
3673. Against Mr. Blezard ?—Against nobody iu particular and everybody in general.
3674. Against the people in the vicinity ?— Yes.
3675. Who were the people in the vicinity that you wanted to protect yourself against ?—My 

nearest neighbours who gave coupons.
3676. Did your business fall off before you took these coupons ?—I  lost some trade—I  could not say 

the percentage.
3677. Was it worth reckoning ?—I  lost trade.
3678. Do you attribute that to the coupons ?— Yes.
3679. When did you notice the loss ?— When people came in and asked me if I  gave coupons, and 

when I  said “ N o ” they walked away.
3680. Did you find a shrinkage in your receipts ?— Yes, I  lost trade, because I had not the coupons.
3681. Supposing you were taking £100 a week before, to what extent did your business fall off ? 

Perhaps 2 per cent.
3682. How long did it continue before you took the coupons ?— Not very long— a week or so I  

suppose.
3683. You have had them ever since ?— Yes.
3684. Did those other people have the coupons before you had them ?—Some of them. Mr. Angwin 

and Mr. Blezard in Bridge-street had them, and there was one in Peel-street, Mr. Barnet.
3685. I f  I am informed that everyone of those tradesmen got the coupons after you, what would 

you say ?— That they did not.
3686. Which of them had them before you ?—Mr. Angwin and Mr. Barnet.
3687. That is the basis of your testimony ?—Yes.
3688. Is your business both a cash and credit one ?— Yes.
3689. What is the percentage of each?— About 70 per cent, is credit.
3690. Do you find that cash butchers are liable to cut into your trade ?—That has always been so 

m our trade.
3691. The cash butchers necessarily cut in ?-—They cut in for a certain time and then go out again.
3692. How is it that the butcher who sells for cash takes away your business for a time? The

public are always running after something new. .
3693. The public do not know their own business— they run after the cash butcher because he is

new ?—That is very often the case.
3694. Are there any advantages to the public in this coupon system ?—I cannot say.
3695. You do a cash business ?—Only partially.
3696. Do not people buy meat cheaper when they buy for cash ?— Not with me ; I sell to the credit

man cheap enough, and the cash man does not want it any cheaper.
3697. Do you prefer cash yourself ?—Under certain circumstances. ^
3698. I f  everybody said to you— “ Will you take cash for all that I  have bought to-day?” would you 

refuse ?— No.
3699. You would prefer to lake i t? — In some instances I  would, not in all.
3700. Some men you would prefer to keep on your book ?—Yes.
3701. That is, to keep their trade ?—Yes.
3702. Otherwise they may go and buy in the best market ?—I give them the best market. Ihe

person "who pays his account regularly, either weekly, fortnightly, or monthly, is quite as good as a cas
customer. .

3703. Do you pay cash yourself ?—Under some circumstances ; I  prefer paying cash if ge a
profit. Sometimes it would not pay me to pay cash, even if I  got discount, because I  might mas.e a e er
use of my money. . .

3704. The only case you would like to pay cash is where you get a cash discount ? i  ot a ways ,
sometimes we prefer to pay cash even if we do not get a discount.

3705. One of the inducements to pay cash is a cash discount ? ^ es; , , .
3706. Is it not an inducement to retail people to get a cash discount. es, hi ra ler ̂ an toiv

cash discount I  would mark down the prices and not give a discount that is a moie ones w aj.
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Not in the k 'isi°U ^  n0t COmplain of a man who gives a larger discount than you if he can afford it ?—

3 7 0 0  v  iS i?lh’ legitiaiate competition ?—Certainly.
I  obieet tn >°U n0t ol>'iect ,t0 his Pickicg out the particular form in which he will give discount?—
two-thirds o f t h r ^ r  glV1Ug a parllcular form of discount and a third party coming in and getting

T ohieot tn +i ^  0,1 obleck to the form in which the rival tradesman chooses to give his discount ?—
1 obJ0ct to the coupon system when I  have to pay 5 per cent, straight off.
as it does iin't 1<3r P®rsou chooses to pay 5 per cent, in a particular way you object to it ?—As long
as it does not interfere with me I  do not object to it. J 8
because tl!f '  ^  a iSSUGS llis OWn couPons ifc would still interfere with you ?—Not half so much,
because the company s coupons can be got at a greater number of places.
T n l  • , .  VV011 id y o u  o b j e c t  t o  i s s u i n g  c o u p o n s  y o u r s e l f  i f  y o u  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  t r a d e ? —
1 o b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g i v i n g  c o u p o n s .

rnnlr ™ ? 714, You do uot obj ecfc to the principle of giving discounts ?—I do. I believe in havin g  a bed- 
and takeoff1 £5 ° glV1Ug dLSCOUUt' If g°ods are worth £95, call it £95 ; do not sell those goods for £100

3715. That is the basis of your objection ?—Yes.

The witness withdrew,

William F. Cocks, examined.
oliw' ^  H °n- the Chairm an.— W hat are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business in Ballarat.
3717. B y  M r. D cah in .— How many years’ business experience have you had ?— Six years’.
3718. When did you first become acquainted with the Coupon Company ?—When they started in

3719. Who waited upon you ?—Mr. Greenwood, I  think, was the agent’s name.
3720. What were his representations to you ?—He explained the system to me, and asked if I 

would take the coupons, telling me that if I  did not my neighbours would have them, and consequently my 
cash trade would go to them. After explaining the system, and putting it in a plausible way, saying that 
I need not give coupons on everything, but only on those lines on which I made a fair profit, I  was led into 
taking them.

3721. How long did you keep them ?—For a few weeks, but I  found it did not suit me—I found I  
could not afford to give 5 per cent, discount on my profits, so I  determined to give them up, and I  did so 
for a week or two.

3722. Did they not enhance the volume of your business ?—No.
3723. Did they increase the proportion of your cash business as against, the credit business ?—No, 

I had the same nur&ber of customers who paid cash, and those who paid cash demanded the coupons, but I  
had no extra customers.

3724. You had to give coupons to those who had previously paid cash without getting coupons ?— 
Yes, and so I  gave it up for two or three weeks.

3725. What was your experience during that time?—That the customers who had their books 
partly filled with coupons desired to get them filled, so they went to other places, and I lost them.

3726. What did that lead you to do ?—To resort to the coupons again.
3727. How long did you keep them ?—I  have had them ever since.
3728. Do you give them because you gain any advantage, or simply as a matter of protection ?— 

I have to do it in self-defence. I  would rather see the whole system abolished.
3729. How long have you had them altogether ?—I  think it is about ten months since the company 

started in Ballarat. I  took them at the beginning, and gave them up for a few weeks. I suppose I  have 
had them for about eight or nine months.

3730. Has the volume of your business increased ?—'No.
3731. Has your cash business increased in relation to your credit business ?—No.
3732. Except as a protection against loss of business, can you point to any advantage that you have 

gained by the use of the coupons ?—No advantage whatever.
3733. What agreement have you with the company as to the area within which they are not to 

issue coupons to persons in your own line of business ?—I  have not any agreement. The canvasser told me 
if 1 did not take them the neighbours would take them, but the neighbours have them just the s.nme.

3734. Have the nearest two or three grocers to you got them ?—Yes, with one exception—one
grocer a little distance away has not got them.

3735. As far as you know, the other grocers who give coupons have not gained at your expense, 
nor have you gained at their expense ?—No.

3736. Who are the people who look most eagerly after these coupons ?—People who have been 
credit customers hang up their old accounts, and pay cash for the sake of getting coupons, so the old 
accounts are left standing. I myself have customers who have their old account hung up in this manner. 
They have paid nothing off their accounts, but they pay cash now and get coupons. Others are ashamed 
to come to me and pay cash and leave their old accounts standing, so they go to other places, and I  get 
nothing off the standing account, and very little cash—they are ashamed to come while they owe their old 
accounts.

3737. As far as you could tell, has the amount of cash business done by yourself and your 
neighbours been increased by the coupons ?—My cash trade has not been increased.

3738. Will your business bear this extra outlay ?—No. I am selling my goods a( as low a price as 
other grocers, to keep the trade ; but the danger is that, if this thing is kept going, we will have to 
increase our prices or sell inferior goods, to make up the deficiency.

3739. You are opposed to the system altogether ?—I  am.
3740. B y  M r. Coldham .—You have had about £6 worth of coupons in ten months ?—I cannot say 

how many I  have had.



3/41. Is not that about it ? 1 e s ; I  have not had a great many. Of late they have been increasing
because customers have been demanding them.

3742. You have had about 5,000 ?—I  do not know how many, exactly.
3743. That is at the rate of about 15s. worth per month that you have used?_Yes.
3744. Is your business both a cash and a credit business ?—Yes.
3745. Have you got any objection to giving cash discounts ?—Yes.
3746. That is because you cannot afford to pay them ?—Yes.
374 1 . If  you could afford to pay them, you would be willing to do so, as a means of attracting

customers ?—No ; I  do not know that I would, because ihe goods are cut so low that I  cannot do it.
3748. 11 you could afford to do it. would you object to cash discounts ?—No.
3749. Then your objection is that you cannot afford it owing to the way prices are cut down at 

present ?—Yes.
3750. B y the lion . T. Comrie.— Do you not give any discount ?— No.
3751. Do your credit customers get the goods at the same price as the cash customers ?—Yes, I

have not any bad credit customers—I look upon all my credit customers as good customers—they do not
pay at regular times, but I  can always depend upon handling their money at some time or another, and I 
look upon that as being as good as cash. Each tradesman must judge of his customers himself—we can 
always tell whether people are honest or dishonest.

3752. Do you make any allowance for bad debts ?—A  little, but not very much.
3753. What percentage do you allow?— Very slight, perhaps 2 per cent.
3754. Vi hat profits do you make on your turnover ?—I should think an average of from 10 per

cent, to 12-?r per cent, all round.
3755. What are the working expenses ?—About 7 per cent, or 7-|- per cent.
3756. And you cannot see your way to give a discount for cash ?—No.
3757. Would it not pay to give a small discount for cash ?—If I  had a lot of bad debts it might, 

but I  have not—if people are out of work and cannot pay their accounts, when they start to work again 
they begin io pay their debts, so I  do not look upon them as bad debts.

3758. When people get behind it takes a long time to wipe out the obligation?—Yes, but I  have 
not many like that, so it does not make much difference to my business.

3759. Your business is principally a booking business ?—Yes, but very short credit.
3760. You do not allow any discount to those who pay weekly or monthly ?—No.
3761. You do not give coupons to those who pay weekly ?—No, I  believe some grocers are doing 

it now, but they may not keep it going. If  everybody keeps the coupons the storekeeper will get tired of 
giving away presents, and prices will go up—they must make up that 5 per cent, in some way or they will 
be the direct losers.

3762. B y  the Hon. J . M. D avies.—Do you lose 2 per cent, on your credit sales by bad debts?— 
About that.

3763. On the total turnover ?—About t h a t ; I could not say exactly, but it is not more than that.
3764. Does it cost you more to sell on credit than it does to sell for cash in the way of bookkeeping, 

collecting accounts, and so on ?—No, I  think not. I  suppose it costs a little, but it all comes in the general 
expense of the business.

3765. That particular expense is not attached to cash sales—is there not a  g r e a t e r  expense attached 
to credit sales, apart from bad debts, through booking, sending in accounts, and collecting those accounts ? 
— If we were doing a strictly cash trade the booking would be done away with, but we are doing half and 
half, so in giving coupons to cash customers we must naturally have the same expense with the other 
customers.

3766. Would not the expense be increased if you had to book for all ?—Not much in my case— 
mine is nearly all a credit business.

3767. What do you lose in the way of interest by not getting cash ?—I  could not say. I t  would 
not be very much, because my credit accounts come in at short intervals.

3768. Suppose you sold everything for cash, how much per cent, would you save if you got the 
same prices ?—I could not say ; it would make a little difference no doubt.

3769. I t  would make 2 per cent, difference for bad debts ?—Yes.
3770. I t  would mean something for booking and something for interest. What average credit do 

you give ?— Three months would be the longest. I  have some longer, but fortunately the monthly account 
is the rule.

3771. Do you charge your cash customers and those who take three months’ credit exactly the same 
price?— Yes, I look upon those credit customers as good customers, better even than the cash customers. 
A casual customer may come in and pick out a cheap line on which there is no profit, but a credit customer 
will come in and, give a weekly order for all lines.

3772. A cash customer may pick out only Ihe line on which there is no profit and go somewhere 
else for a line on which you expect to make a profit ?—Yes, the casual customer may come in, buy 6d. 
worth, and demand a coupon, but my credit customer will come in and buy weekly or fortnightly, and I  am 
not supposed to give him coupons because he does not pay cash over the counter, but bis cash is a§ good 
as the other’s. Lately it has been affecting my credit sales, because the customers want coupons on their 
weekly or fortnightly accounts as well as the cash customers. Some of the other tradesmen are giving 
coupons on everything, while I  have not been doing so, consequently, those people go to the other place 
and get them.

3773. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey.— Do your customers ask for coupons on credit accounts ?
Yes.

3774. Do you know that the Coupon Company do not allow their customers to give coupons^ on 
credit accounts ?—They told us that we were not to do it, but we do do it, and the company do not object 
to it.

3775. B y  ihe Hon. IV. K n ox .—You give three months’ credit on a running account ? Tes, the 
customer pays at the end of three months, and there is always something owing then.

3776. B y  the Hon. D . M e lv ille .—Is there no way that you know of of avoiding the discontent 
between the monthly customers and the cash customers ?—Only by giving the coupons we would rathei



lave the credit customers than the casual cash customers, and in order to keep them we will be obliged to 
give them^lhe coupons as well, so that 1 do not see how it can increase the cash trade.

Tou treat the introduction of this coupon system as a serious disturbance ?—Yes.
3778. "1 ou want the thing abolished?—Yes.

The witness withdrew.

James A. Pittard, examined.
37 1 9. B y  the ITon. the Chairm an .—What are you ?—A boot and shoe dealer, in Ballarat.
3780. B y  M r. B eakin .—How-many years’ experience have you had ?—Nineteen.
3781. Are the boot and shoe dealers organized into any association ?—Informally.
3782. Are you associated with them ?—I am.
3783. Have you discussed this coupon question with them ?—Yes. When the agents of the com­

pany called upon me some twelve months ago, in reference to taking the coupons, I  saw it was not a good 
thing, as far as I  was concerned, and I called a meeting of the trade to discuss the matter. At that 
meeting we carried a resolution as a body that we were totally against the coupon system in Ballarat; I 
have signatures representing 27 shops. The canvasser who called on me said that if we did not take them the 
company would have to find some one who would, implying that they would set up some one in opposition. 
The other shops have not touched them, and I  do not think they intend to touch them unless they are 
compelled to do so by force of circumstances—that is, if any large shop in the centre of the city took them 
they would have to do so in self-defence. The agent of the company offered to give me a monopoly—he 
did not say to what extent, but I  declined to have anything to do with them. I  believe that if we were 
forced to give them we would issue coupons of our own. We would not take them from this company— 
we would not let a company who are strangers to us monopolize our capital. I  take up the position that 
the company are forcing themselves into a partnership in my business, while they have no interest in 
my business.

3784. How many boot dealers are taking these coupons ?—I believe there are two at the present 
time— one man named Thwaites, in Skipton-street, promised that he would not continue them after he had 
got rid of the stock he had on hand—another man had them, and my son bought him out.

3785. B y  the Hon. W. K n o x .—Did you distribute them afterwards ?—No, we sold them to a grocer 
at a loss.

3786. B y M r. D eak in .—The bootmakers in Ballarat have united in resisting the introduction of the 
coupon system into their trade ?—Yes.

3787. On what grounds do you object ?—We consider it would be introducing an element into the 
business that is not necessary—by having an unseen partner to participate in all profits—that the boot 
dealers would work and receive nothing at the end of the year, while the Coupon Company would have 
it all.

3788. Will not your business bear a discount of 3^ to 5 per cent.?—Not if the coupon system is 
honestly administered—that is, if every person buying boots and paying cash received a coupon for every 
sixpence he paid—it is a matter of figuring out. I  take about £3,000 a year in cash, and if I give a 
coupon on every sixpence it comes to a very big item—it would be about £150 a year, and if I  gave a 
coupon to every customer I  would be at a loss af the end of the year.

3789. That is the cash business irrespective of credit ?—Yes.
3790. The majority of the boot dealers in Ballarat are both cash and credit ?—Yes, I  do not know 

of any one who has a cash business only.
3791. As a consequence, as long as you are united, as at present, it would be difficult for the 

coupons to obtain a footing in your trade ?—Yes, they cannot affect us individually.
3792. But if one tradesman introduced the system the rest of you rvould probably have to follow ? 

—Yes, the resolution was to the effect—that any tradesman wishing to keep the coupons must acquaint 
the rest of the trade with the fact.

3793. Providing that there is a breakaway of that kind, the rest of you will be driven to resort to 
coupons of your own ?— I think the first step I  should take would be to call a,meeting of the trade and
advise them to form a coupon company. _

3794. If you all issued coupons what advantage would it be to any of you?—Merely to kill the
men who brought the coupons in. .

3795. Is it any gain to the public?—It is a gain to the public, but a greater gain to the Coupon

Com pany.^ WouM the gain niade by tbe public, and the gain to the company, be made up by your traders
in some way ?— We should have to make it up.

3797. Would you make it up out of your own pockets, or out of the pockets of your customers .
If  the profits are not sufficient we should have to raise the price of the goods, or supply an inferior article.

3798. Would the customers, under such a practice, obtain any real advantage? Ihey would not ; 
it would be an advantage at first, but after a while they would really get nothing, though they would
imagine they were getting something.

3799. Yoq are opposed to the coupon system altogether ?—The trade as a whole is opposed to the
svstem and we support the Bill that is now before Parliament. .

*3800. B y  M r. Cohlham .—You say the coupon is at first an advantage to the public that is,
to those members of the public who pay cash ?— Yes. _ .

9801 That is because the coupon system, like any other discount system, means a reduction in the 
l T n o - *nrice of the article to the public ?—They get a discount, but that would only happen until such

t -6 1 the svstem could be thoroughly understood ; we would be bound to take it out of the goods,
ime a ^  as to the system as worked in Ballarat, the public do get an advantage ? They say

i i. t  1, 0 ^ 0  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  fa c t .   ̂ .
S0> 3 8 0 3  If t h e  p u b l i c  g e t s  s o m e t h i n g  n o w , w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  g e t t i n g  b e fo r e ,  t h e y  are  g e t t i n g  s o m e

a d v a n t a g e  ?-—T h e y  t h i n k  so .
9804. Do you think so ?—I do not think so.
3 8 0 5  T h e y  g e t  d i s c o u n t s  w h i c h  t h e y  d id  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  o b ta in  ?— T h e y  t h i n k  so .



3806. I f  a man gets 5 per cent, discount, why do you say he only thinks he gets an advantage ?—
Because he believes he gets an article worth 12s. 6d. which is only worth 7s. 6d.

3807. I f  he gets 7s. 6d. worth which he did not get before that is an advantage to him ?—He
might get a luxury that he does not require.

3808. If  a customer thinks he requires a certain article, and gets it by means of coupons, you say
that is no advantage ?—I  think the Coupon Company is getting the most profit.

3809. The public get something in the form of a discount which they did not obtain before ?—They 
say they do, but 1 have no knowledge of the fact that they do. I  have never seen an article that was 
bought.

3810. They get something which they did not get before ?— I do not know.
3811. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—Did your customers get coupons before ?—None of my customers 

got them.
3812. And they are now getting coupons which they did not get before?— Coupons are now being 

given in Ballarat.
3813. Then whatever may be the value of those coupons, they do get them ?—Yes.
3814. B y  Mr. Coldham .— The public get something that they did not get before—is that a dis­

advantage to the public ?—It  may be ; women of a certain class get articles of luxury, which it is a
disadvantage to them to have in the house—such as silver plated-ware and plated kerosene tins.

3815. Is that how you describe the articles we have seen ?—I  do not think they are much better.
3816. What is the gross profit in your business ?—25 per cent.
3817. How much do you make upon the cash part of your business, and how much on the credit 

part ?— I charge one price right through.
3818. Do you make any bad debts ?—I do occasionally.
3819. What is the disadvantage of the credit business as compared with the cash business ?—Not

much, I do not look upon it as a disadvantage.
3820. You do not look upon bad debts as a disadvantage ?— I do n o t ; I  am rather partial to a

credit trade. I  take no notice of bad debts.
3821. How much do you lose by your bad debts ?— I do not suppose it is £ per cent.
3822. Is that a disadvantage ?—Not much—it is not worth thinking about.
3823. Is there any other disadvantage in the credit business as against the cash business? —

No.
3824. You have to book in the credit business—is that not a matter of expense ?—No ; I  do my 

own booking.
3825. Do you pay for collecting ?—N o; I  do my own collecting.
3826. Do you charge your business for your own efforts ?—I  take out a weekly wage, to support

my wife and family.
3827. Does that include house rent ?—No.
3828. The net profit you make is after deducting the living of yourself, your wife, and family ?— 

WTe have all our expenses to pay ; we have taxes, wear and tear, and losses of other kinds to reckon, such 
as thieving from the door and bargain hunters.

3829. Do you take out from your gross profits the living expenses of your wife and family and
yourself?—Yes. I  take out so much per week for living expenses.

3830. And a wage for yourself ?—I do not take it as a wage.
3831. What percentage of your turnover do you take out under that heading ?—I  have never gone 

into the percentage. '
3832. Can you not say whether it is 1 per cent, or 10 per cent. ?—No ; we have a lot of salaries to 

pay, and we pay them.
3833. Is  your objection to the coupon system an objection to giving discounts in any form ?—Yes ; 

I  totally disagree with discounts.
3834. You charge the same price to your cash customers as to your credit customers ?—I  do.
3835. You think it is a fair thing to charge the man who pays spot cash the same price as the man

who does not pay for twelve mouths ?—Yes.
3836. Is the one transaction as profitable to you ?—Yes, more so ; I  would sooner have the credit

customer. I  prefer a good booking customer to a ready cash customer.
3837. What do you reckon to be the value of your money ?—About 5 per cent.
3838. Then, surely, the man who pays spot cash is better for you than the man who waits for 

twelve months ?—Not necessarily ; because I  have had the advantage of his family trade.
3839. One man comes in and pays you spot cash, and another pays you in twelve months ; is one

as good as the other?—I would as soon have the one as the other.
3840. The man who does not pay for twelve months costs you 5 per cent, for the use of the 

capital ?—He does not cost that, on the average. When a man comes in and pays cash the chances are 
that he will pick all the cheap lines that are in the place, and you get nothing out of him ; whereas, if a 
man comes in and buys a pair of boots for £1 or £1 5s. on credit, the chances are that you make â  profit. 
The person who pays cash, as a rule, is a bargain hunter, who comes in looking for stuff that there is little 
profit on, and takes a long time to pick the stuff o u t ; Avhereas the person who comes in for a pair of boots 
costing 15s. or £1 takes about three minutes, and you make a profit out of the transaction.

3841. Supposing two men came in on the same day, and each borrowed £5 from you, and one 
paid you back next day, and the other twelve months afterwards, which is the best man to you ? I should 
not lend it to them.

3842. Do you consider there is any difference in principle in giving 1 per cent, discount and 5 per
cent, discount ? — I do not believe in giving discounts at all.

3843. That is the basis of your objection ?—That is one of my objections I  object to any peison 
coming to me and dictating to me how 1 shall manage my business, by telling me I shall give a customer 
so much discount—it is virtually a stand-and-deliver business.

3844. You have an objection to cash discounts no matter what the amount may be . — l  es.
3845. You would have that objection just as strongly if you could afford to pay a discount out o

the profits of your business ?—I  do not believe in the principle.
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. ^846. Because you yourself object to giving cash discounts you object to any one else doing so 
who is in competition with yon ? - N o ,  I do not.

fp '1 + ° ^ * '  ^  V0 '̂ °^je(h'to another man who is desirous of giving cash discounts, and who can
a on o o so, < oing it suppose a man next door to you in the same business could afford to give cash 

lscoun s, an i it so, would you object to his doing it ?— I cannot see what that, has to do with the question, 
uiere is no one there or likely to be there. 1 object to discounts, but I could not prevent anyone else 
doing it if he thought proper.

• i ?" °.U °i'ject> because you thought lie might, take your business from you ?—No, but I
think 1 should give him a bad month—I should make him lose £100 or so.

. o îe Sav® cash discounts you would meet him by cutting down prices and trying to drive him
out ?—I should try to do so.

 ̂ 3850. 1 on would consider that perfectly legitimate ?—I think 1 should be within my rights in
doing so.

xxr f y /  Mie Hon. J. M. D avies .— Why cannot you give the man who gives coupons a bad month?
— We have no one giving them.

3852. Ih e  coupons are not injuring you ?—No, because we have agreed not to give them.
3853. Then you yourself have no grievance against the Coupon Company?—Not at present, but 

the trade requested me to put their views before the Committee.
3854. As^ a matter of fact, does not every retail trader in Melbourne, who sends in his accounts 

once a quarter, give 2£- per cent, discount if the accounts are paid within a mouth?—I do not know ; they 
never do in Ballarat.

The witness withdrew.

Richard Opie, examined.
3855. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .— What are you ?—A grocer, in Ballarat.
3856. B y  M r. D eakin .—What experience have you had in the business ?—Thirteen years, 

principally in Ballarat.
3857. When did you first make the acquaintance of the Coupon Company ?—About six months ago.
3858. Bid they call upon you?—They called upon me, because I was getting coupons in an indirect

way.
3859. Why did you use them ?—I found my trade was going away.
3860. In consequence of your neighbours having the coupons ?—Yes.
3861. Where did you obtain you; coupons from in the first instance?—From a friend of mine.
3862. Then you approached the company ?—Yes.
3863. Did you obtain a supply from them ?—Yes.
3864. Have you continued to obtain a supply from them ?— Yes.
3865. What is your consumption of coupons ?—About 1,000 per week.
3866. Since you have taken the coupons has the volume of your business increased ?—I t  has come 

back to what it was at first before my neighbours began to take the coupons. %
3867. Has it increased the amount of vour cash business as compared with your credit business ?

—No.
3868. Beyond enabling you to get back the business which your neighbour’s coupons took away, 

what advantage has the system been to you?—Nothing beyond that, I have found it a loss in the last few 
months.

3869. You have to get 1,000 coupons per week, what does that cost you?—24s. per week.
3870. You pay that for the privilege of retaining the business that you had prior to the coupons 

coming to Ballarat?—Yes.
3871. Is that the only gain you can see ?— The only gain I can see is that I  have got back the 

trade I had lost, and I  find it would have been just as well if I had let the trade go. I am going back 
every "week ; I  am paying 24s. every week.

3872. And the profit on the business that you might have lost does not amount to that ?—No, I  am 
giving more than I  have got back.

3873. Have any of your credit customers asked you to give them coupons ?—Yes, that is where the 
trouble is.

3874. Your business is partly credit and partly cash?—Yes, about half and half.
3875. What length of credit do you give ?—About three months ; the average is monthly.
3876. Have your monthly customers been asking you for coupons ?—No, but people who owe 

accounts try to hang them up and want coupons as they go on; they let the old accounts stand.
3877. Have you been giving any coupons on accounts on "which you formerly gave credit ?—It es, I  

do it regularly with fortnightly and weekly customers.
3878. Have you been doing it because you imagined you would get any good by it ?—No, I  was 

obliged to do it to keep the trade.
° 3879. Would any of your neighbours have given them coupons upon their weekly and fortnightly

accounts if you did not ?—Yes, others were doing it and I had to follow suit.
3880. You have taken them up entirely as a means of self-defence ?—Yes.
3881. You are not in favour of the system?—No, I  wish it, was abolished.
3882. You support the Bill before the Legislative Council?—Yes.
3883. B y  M r. Coldham .—How long did you use the coupons prior to taking them from the com­

pany direct ?—It was not l°ng ; it might have been a week.
3884. You started taking them in June ?—Yes.
3885. Did you give them to all cash customers in June or only to those who asked for them ?— To

those who asked for them. _ _
3886. Has not your business m coupons trebled between June and September r—JNo, not as far as

my memory goes.
3887. I t  is incorrect that you took 2,000 in June, and 6,000 in September ?—I would most likely 

have taken more than that in June ; it might be 5,000 in July.



3888. How many might it be in August ?—It  might he 4,000, and it might be 4,000 or 5,000 in 
September.

3889. You xvill not say the figures I have given for those months are incorrect?—They may be
correct.

3890. I f  they are correct that would mean a very large expansion in your cash trade ?—Not neces­
sarily.

3891. I f  you are paying 24s. a week in September, that would be on a cash business of £ 2 4 ?—
Yes.

3892. What proportion does your cash business bear to your credit business ?—It  was about half 
before I  took on the coupons.

3893. And you have not found the coupons beneficial to you ?—N o ;  except in getting back the 
trade I  had lost.

3894. Does not the system encourage a cash trade ?—A few people run after them in that way.
3895. Does it not increase your turnover ?—It  has not increased mine ; I  cannot speak as to others.
3896. In October, 1899, Opie and Son say—11 We, the undersigned merchants, hereby certify that we 

have been distributing co-operative coupons for some time past, and have found the system beneficial to 
our business, as it encourages a cash trade and increases the turnover. We may also state that our cus­
tomers express themselves fully satisfied with the value of the goods they receive in exchange for 
coupons/’ Is that your signature ?— Yes.

3897. Does that truly represent the facts?—No, not exactly ; it is partly true.
3898. How did Messrs. Opie and Son, who have been suffering under this system, give this certifi­

cate in October, 1899, to the coupon system which they have now come to condemn?—The agent for the 
Coupon Company called upon me and asked me to sign the petition. He asked me whether I  found any 
benefit from the coupons. I  said I had found a benefit in this way, that I  had got back the old trade I 
had lost. He asked me would I  be willing to sign to that effect, and I said I  did not mind. I never read 
the paper, but I knew it had done me good, and I signed it on that account. I  did not read the petition 
at all.

3899. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Was it read to you ?—Not that I  know of ; if it was read I did 
not take any notice.

3900. B y  M r. C o ldh am — You know Mr. Shattock ?— Yes, he was the gentleman who called on 
me with the paper.

3901. Did Mr. Edwards come with him ?—Yes.
3902. Were you at your desk when they came to see you ?—Yes.
3903. If they both swear that Mr. Shattock read it over to you and spent ten minutes in 

conversation with you before you signed it, will you contradict them ?— I  will not contradict, them, but 
I do not remember his rending what you have read out. I  was busy at the time, I  know. I  did not notice 
what he was talking about.

3904. A'-e von in the habit of signing statements without seeing what is in them ?—It  is often done.
3905. Do you mean to say that you had not the purport of that statement read over to you and 

explained to you before you signed it?—I  signed it because the system did do our business good that is 
why I  signed it.

3906. Do you say that statement is true and you would subscribe to it now ?—No, I  cannot say I  
would now.

3907. Would you have signed it on the day Mr. Shattock came into the shop?—No, if I  had 
understood it I  would not.

3908. Then we are driven to the conclusion that when you signed you did not know the purport of 
the document ?— No, not the heading.

3909. You did not know the purport of the part printed in italics ?—I  did not know the full sense
of it.

3910. I f  those gentlemen swear that it was read over to you, and subsequently a discussion ensued 
upon the terms of the heading will you contradict them ?—I t  was not read over to my knowledge.

3911. Will you contradict them if they swear it was ?— I will have to as far as my knowledge goes.
3912. Do you object to giving cash discounts ?—I  think we can do without them.
3913. Do you object to retailers who can afford to give cash discounts doing so ?—That lies with

themselves.
3914. If  a rival retailer came next door to you and gave cash discounts would you think he was 

treating you unfairly ?—Yes.
3915. Although he could afford to sell his goods at a less price than you could you would not 

consider it fair trading ?—I t  would not be fair trading.
3916. I f  he did do so you would immediately do the same thing ?— Yes.
3917. Do you agree with what another witness said, that he would give the man a bad month ?—

No, I  would keep with him, but I  would not undercut him.
3918. You would consider it perfectly legitimate on your part ?— Yes.
3919. You reckon that the cutting of profits in the trade is simply for the purpose of attracting the

patronage of the public ?— Of course, they are hound to go where the low prices are.
3920. What is about the gross profit in your business ?—I suppose about 10 per cent.
3921. What profit do you make upon your credit business ?—Perhaps \ 2 \  per cent.
3922. How much do you make upon your cash business ?—About 7-̂  per cent.
3923. The credit business returns you 5 per cent, more gross profit than your cash business, so you 

sell to your cash customers on different terms to what you sell to your credit customers ? Yes, thero is a 
little difference.

3924. You necessarily charge the customers 5 per cent, less increase upon the cost price of the 
goods ?—Yes. _ .

3925. That is practically 5 per cent, discount for cash ?—Yes, in that way it is.
3926. You consider that perfectly fair ?—Yes. .
3927. You do that because you think it is a reasonable and proper thing to c o - 616 18 a 

reason for it. I  think a cash customer is entitled to a little advantage over a long-paying cus omer.



3928. If you sell £112 10s. worth of goods to a credit customer you charge him £112 10s., but if 
you sold the same goods to a cash customer you would allow him £5 off the price which the other man 
would have to pay ?—Yes.

3929. I t  would not make any difference to the cash customer if you said—“ I  will charge you £112 
10s. and allow you £5 off,” or “ I  will charge you only £107 10s. in the first instance.” As far as you 
and he are concerned the two transactions are identical ?—Yes.

3930. B y  M r. D eak in .—Is the difference in the profit you make on your cash business as compared 
with your credit business due to the fact that your cash customers are purchasers of lines on which there 
is a very small profit ?—Yes, when they have got the cash they buy things cheaper in the leading lines 
on which there is a very small profit, whereas the credit customers buy the lines on which there is a 
bigger profit.

3931. When you were waited on with this petition there was a conversation ; what was the nature 
of that conversation ?—They asked me did I derive any benefit from the coupons ; I  said I did, and the 
reason I  did so was because 1 got hack trade I had lost. They asked me whether I would sign. I said— 
“ I  do not mind signing on those, conditions.” We were talking for a good while. For a long time I 
would have nothing to do with it.

3932. How did they persuade you to sign ?—They asked me had the coupons been good to me ; I  
said Yes, I thought they did me good, they brought back trade that I  had lost.

3933. What arguments did they use to induce you to sign ?—I said it had brought back trade and 
I  would sign it on those conditions if they were satisfied.

3934. Did you not grasp the sense of what they said ?—No, if they read that I  did not grasp it. 
I  thought I was signing that I  had got back the trade that I  had lost.

3935. B y  the H on . I). M elv ille .— Where is that petition headed?—Melbourne.
3936. How many had signed it before you signed ?—There might have been about ten or eleven.
3937. Was it to be advertised ?—I did not know what was to be done with it.
3938. You wanted them to understand you had got no benefit from these coupons, except recovering 

your old business ?—Yes.
3939. Has the money you have paid to  this company been a loss or a gain ?—I am at a loss.
3940. B y  the Hon. G. G odfrey.—This was only in October last—you had then sustained a loss by

taking the coupons, although you had got back your trade—how do you reconcile that with signing an 
approval of the system ?—If I  lost 50 customers I  got them back by having the coupons—there was no 
other way of getting them back—that was a benefit to me.

3941. Not if you make a loss by it ?—I  can see that now.
3942. B y  the Hon. J . 31. D avies.—I understand that when you took up these coupons your business

was half cash and half credit—did it remain the same all the time you had the coupons ?—Yes ; the people 
who used to pay "weekly or fortnightly came back on the same system, so I  did not derive any benefit from 
that.

3943. Did your credit customers leave you when you did not give coupons ?—A lot of the fort­
nightly customers left.

3944. You say you do not care so much for cash customers, because they purchase leading lines— 
where do those people buy the lines on which there are profits ?—They look at the different shops and 
take the things in each that are marked cheaply.

3945. Why do they leave you to buy the goods on which there is a good profit, and only purchase 
from you leading lines on which there is no profit ?—Because they can get them cheaper elsewhere, I  
suppose.

3946. Does any grocer make leading lines of tea and coffee ?—Certainly.
3947. One will make leading lines of sugar and kerosene, another of tea, and a third of coffee ?—

Yes.
3948. And these people go round and pick the cheapest article out of each shop ?—Yes.
3949. B y  the Hon. W . K n ox.—Your distribution of coupons has been increasing, and that must 

have brought you into contact with a lot of people who have realized on the coupons have they expressed 
satisfaction with the articles they have received ?—I have not heard any remarks on the subject.

The witness withdrew.

Walter Cornell, examined.
3950. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcm .—What are you ?—A chemist, m Ballarat.
3951. B y  M r. D e a k in .- t to v r  many years’ experience have you had ?—I have been 30 or 40 years

in bUS13952 How long have you been acquainted with this coupon system ? -S in c e  it was started in 
Ballarat I have been asked to represent my brethren in Ballarat. I  have a paper signed by all the 
chemists expressing their views on the coupon question. We v.ew the operations of the Coupon Company 
w X g r e a t  disapproval , we think they embody in their working the elements of black-ma.lmg and

boycotting j_T.lve y01] lisey tbo coupons yourself 9—I did for a short time. . .
3954. Did they increase the volume of your business ?—A few customers came 111, evidently from

/nivinmisl’S—they were strangers to me." „ >r „other chen-us ^  i(/ increase your cash in relation to your credit business ?—No, except as far as strangers

c o m i n g  in casual!y ^  them ?_ xhree m0nths. I  was dissatisfied the moment I  signed, and
, , ,  t  released. I  sent down to the head office and said it would not suit my business, and begged

aS C®,, ^  WOuld not accept my name, but they wrote up and said it was too late. I  saw the manager m 
B ^lara t  and he said— “ If you are aggrieved we will endorse the agreement for tlnce montns instead of

twelve ™0,' thŝ oW many coupons did you get through ? - I  think about 30s. worth. I  gave them only to 
1 r[l0 asked for them, and refused them where I  was in a position to do so that is, on patent 

meffidnes and a few lines like that.



3958. Are there any chemists in Ballarat taking the coupons now ? No.
3959. Do they all agree with you ?— Yes, every chemist in Ballarat signed the paper.
3960. B y  M r. C oldham .—Did you not tell Mr. Edwards that the reason you desired to give up 

the coupons was that your brother chemists had threatened to black-ball you ?—No, I  never used any 
remark of that kind.

3961. Was it an expression similar in meaning—that they were going to regard you as an
outsider—that you were going to be ostracized ? -No ; I  think I  said that, as I was partly wholesale as
well as retail, if I  took the coupons it would prejudice my business among the other chemists.

3962. Did not you tell Mr. Edwards that your brother chemists would be likely to give up doing 
business with you as a wholesale man if you did business with the coupons ?—I said it would prejudice 
my trade.

3963. Did you ever give cash discounts at all?—Not to retail customers. I  cannot say I  never 
gave a cash discount if I  were asked for it, but it is quite the exception.

3964. You do not see any objection to giving cash discounts if the retailer considers he is in a
position to do so?— I do not see any objection to cash discount, as it has existed for many years on
wholesale purchases, or even in paying an account, if the customer asks for it.

3965. Suppose a retailer were to offer to every cash customer a cash discount, would you consider
that objectionable ?— Yes ; it is an innovation in the trade, and undesirable.

3966. I f  the man who gives it thinks it is not prejudicial to him, you still think it is not right 
because it may prejudice other people?— That is an abstract question.

3967. Supposing a man opened a chemist’s shop next door to you, and advertised 5 per cent, cash 
discounts, would you consider that was improper on his part ?—I  should not like it, but I  should think he 
had a right to do as he liked. I  would not look upon it with favour.

3968. What is your average gross profit ?—Inclusive of patent medicines, it comes to between 8s. 
and 9s. in the pound profit. Out of that you have to pay all your expenses.

3969. There is not a large profit on patent medicines ?—No ; very small.
3970. What would it be on ordinary drugs F— I dare say you might get 100 per cent, on some lines, 

but perhaps on the next line you would only get 5 per cent.
3971. Would it be 100 per cent, all round on drugs ?—No.
3972. B y  the Hon. W . Knox.— In chemicals there is considerable depreciation that you have to

provide for ?— Sometimes.
3973. B y  the Hon. J . M. D avies.—When you make up such things as pills you charge for the

trouble and skill in making them ?—Yes. One half-crown prescription might give Is. 6d. profit, and
another might only give 6d.

The witness withdrew.

Robert Harris, examined.
3974. B y  M r. D eakin .— What :ire you?—A grocer, carrying on business in Ballarat ; I  have had 

eight years’ experience.
3975. Do you give coupons ?— Yes. I  took them on about twelve months ago, and ran them for

three months. Then I  moved my premises, and I have given them for the last two months.
3976. Have they increased the volume of your business ?—No.
3977. Have they increased the cash trade as compared with the credit trade ?—It  is just about the

same.
3978. Do you agree with the evidence that has been given about the class of purchaser who takes 

the coupons ?—Yes.
3979. Have you taken the coupons because you approved of the system or because you were obliged 

to ?—Because my neighbours took them.
3980. Have you heard any complaints as to the value of the goods given by the company?—Yes, 

one neighbour of mine has a pickle jar valued at about 7s., which cost half a book.
3981. B y  M r. Coldham .—I  believe you took 1,000 coupons about twelve months ago ?—Yes.
3982. You used those up in ten months, at the rate of 100 per month ?—Yes.
3983. Yon did not expect that to have a great effect on your business ?—I did not believe in them 

from the commencement, and I did not force them.
3984. How far is your new place of business from the old place ?—About a mile.
3985. You have to rely upon a new set of customers now ?— Yes.
3986. Have you been trying to work up the business there ?— The business was worked up before 

I  got there ; I  took over another business.
3987. Has the business fallen off since you took it u p ?—No, it is just the same.
3988. You are not forcing the coupons, or endeavouring to improve your business ?—I am not 

forcing them, but I  am getting through quiteenough of them.
3989. You have had 2,000 in two months ?— Yes.

The witness w ithdrew .

Adjourned, to Tuesday n ex t, a t h a lf-p a st E leven o’clock.
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TUESDAY , 2 1 st  NOVEMBER, 1 8 9 9 .  

Members p resen t:

The Hon. Licut.-Col. Sir F. T. S a r g o o d , in the Chair
The Hon. T. Comrie, 
The Hon. J .  M. Davies, 
The Hon. G-. Godfrey, 
The Hon. D. Ham,

The Hon. W. Knox,
The Hon. D. Melville, 
The Hon. A. O. Sachse.

Bernard Trahair, examined.
3990. B y  M r. D eak in .— What are you ?— A draper, carrying on business in Brunswick. I  have 

had nine years’ experience in Brunswick, and about nine years’ in the old country.
3991. When did you first make the acquaintance of the coupon system ?—About fifteen months ago 

the representative called and said he represented the Coupon Company, and asked me if I  would like to 
take the thing up. I did not understand it at the time, so he explained it and said it was a good thing ; 
that I would get a considerable amount more in cash customers, and that it would not cost very much. 
When I asked him he said what it would cost. I thought over the thing and said—“ I think it is not 
worth taking up, as I do a cash trade ; I  do not do any booking whatever, and 1 do not think the system 
would be any benefit to me.” I  said—“ What does it run into ?” and he said it would cost about 25s. per 
1,000, or something like that, for the coupons. I  knew I  would have to give one to every customer, so I told 
him there and then I did not think I  would take them up, and he went away. About a couple of months 
afterwards he came in again and said—“ Are you going to take up those coupons ? ” I said — “ You were 
here some time ago about them ; I  will not take them ; I think they cost too m uch/’ He said— “ You 
will be sorry for it. If  you do not take them I will get somebody else to take them, and when you want 
them you will not be able to get them.” When I  told him what it would cost me, and when I  said— 
“ Where am I  going to get a return ; how am I going to make up for what they cost me ? ” he said— 
“ You will find you will get customers from other people ; they will have the coupons, and, instead of 
going to Avhere I hey have been usually going, they will come to you because you have ^ut the coupons.” 
I said— “ No, thanks,” so he went away. Some days after he called at our other shop, 500 or 600 yards 
higher up, and he pressed the coupons very much on my father, who manages that branch, and he was 
very strong about it. In the evening my father told me the agent had been up pressing the coupons very 
hard, but he would not take them. I  find my business has gone back about 12^ per cent. I  am one of 
those barred by a man in Brunswick who gives the coupons ; his business has gone up about 50 per cent., 
so the trade I  have lost has gone to him, and I  have no remedy. I  get customers in, and they say— “ Do 
you give coupons ? ” I  say “ No,” and out they go ; they do not wait to see if I  give good value. The 
other dav I  was serving a customer that I  have known for eight or nine years ; after she bought a couple 
of things she said—“ Do you give coupons? ” I  said “ No.” She said—“ That will do, I will not buy 
anything more ; I must go where I  can get coupons.”

3992. Dow far is this competitor, who gives the coupons, from you ?—About eight shops away.
They offered to confine the coupons to me if I would take them in the first place ; no one in the district
should have them—how far that district would extend I  could not say. At that time they were pushing 
the coupons ; they had not “ caught on ” as they have now. At present they give them to anybody, with
the agreement of blocking so many.

3993. Have you applied for them since?—No ; Mr. Wallis, who has them out there, blocked me ; 
there are only three drapers left—Mr. Man key, Mr. Straw, and Mr. Hutchinson besides Mi. Wallis and 
myself. Mr. Mankey has the coupons ; be is in the next block, a good way further down, and there are
only three of us left, so Mr. Wallis must have blocked me. ^

3994 Is that the whole of your experience ?—I have fourteen hands m the shop, and they tell me 
thev are asked for coupons, and the customers s a y - “ Well, I  shall not come here again if you cannot give 
coupons ” ; one woman said— “ Oh. bad luck to you that you do not keep coupons.

3995 Do you find any of the customers who have left you for coupons coming back JNo. At 
first we found a lot more ask than we do now ; they know now, and they do not ask us. I  know a good 
many people in Brunswick ; I have been there for about eleven years, and customeis that I am on air 
,e.m* with, say to me i„ a kindly sort of w a y - "  I  am sorry you do not give the coupons ; I would have
come to you if you had them.” I  say—“ I have not got them.

3996 You are of opinion that your neighbours who do not have the coupons have suffered ? -
I  have not asked them, but I  should say that if one man’s trade has gone up 50 per cent, the others must

have sn^ 9_ D o p g  j1G s a y  s o  ?— That is the evidence he gave here ; that is Mr. Wallis. . ,
3998 Will your business stand a levy like the cost of those coupons t— It would stand it provided 

I  ,o t  a fair icUm, extra business. I f  I gave coupons with the san— mt
I  would Lave'to stick the price on f i t  would have to come from somewhere. I reckon that the coupons 
l o u l d  cost me £7 or £8  a'week, and where am I to get that from ? I must get ,t out o the public unless 
T rln nhout from 40 per cent, to 60 per cent, more business ; it would not pay me unless I did that.
I can woull|  liavc t0 d0 ,, sufficient amount of business, not only to pay for the coupons on the
additional business, but to pay for the coupons on the old business ? 1 es.

4O00 B>! M r. W alker.— Yow  never tried those coupons .—JNo. ,, ,
4001. [low near to your place is the nearest draper with coupons ? -A b o u t  eight doors away ; that

is Mr. ™ ‘3Accordiug to the evidence, he has been taking coupons for about two months ? - I  think the
£ h invr Prestarted coupons was about the beginning of September. . .first to y h e h tw tc ^  ^  draper I|e;u. you ]las liad collpolls ? Mr. Mankey is the next one ; he is about
i i m no: f , ‘r away as Mr. Wallis, perhaps 150 yards away.doubie as fai a J  faag he b(£ n taking co u p o n s? -!  do not know. I  told lum when Mr. Wallis was

. ' rjons and he said—“ I  will have to have them.” He took them not more than a week aftercretting tnc euiij. ?
jyir. Wallis.



4005. Y\ as theie any other draper taking them prior to Mr. Wallis ?—I  think some one called Adams 
was giving coupons in Biuns wick and Coburg ; lie is a good way a way—I  would not look upon him as a 
rival in trade.

4006. According to your evidence there was no competition as far as the coupons are concerned, 
until the last two months ?—I  should say from two to three months.

4007. Since then you have lost 12}j per cent, of your business?—Yes.
4003. You, like other drapers, put goods in your window at a low price to catch the public ?—I do 

not know that we do—we sell the stuff as cheaply as we can.
4009. Do you put articles in your window with the price marked upon them ?—Yes, I  do not know 

a draper that would not.
4010. Are not those bargains ?—No. I  never dress the windows myself ; I have not time.
4011. Do you put bargains in the window ?— No, 1 put ordinary things, that I  think are wanted by 

the public, in the window and mark them a fair price.
4012. You do not cut down sufficient merely to pay your expenses ?—Not in the window. I  put a 

cut line occasionally at the door—we all do that.
4013. You do put things at the door at cut prices?—One or two lines now and again—I do not 

dress the door myself—my employes do it.
4014. You direct them to put some cut lines there ?—I tell them occasionally what to put out.
4015. They are cut lines ?— I would not say that— they are stuff that is very good value—I do not 

sell anything for less than it costs me.
4016. Suppose your next door neighbour gave 5 per cent, discount in cash for every £ l  that was 

spent in his shop, Avould you object to that ?—If a man liked to give 25 per cent, discount I  could not 
object.

4017. Is it a fair thing ?—I  think if he took off 5 per cent, he would have to make it up in some 
way. I f  you are doing a good business you cannot take off 5 per cent.

4018. Suppose he found he could, and did do it, would it be fair?—If he could do it he must be 
making a very good profit, and if he could afford to do it he could please himself.

4019. Would there be any difference in giving cash or coupons ?—The public want the coupons.
4020. Suppose he gave his own coupons ?—They will not have the Cash Trading Discount 

Company’s coupons, it must be these coupons. I  have an acquaintance a few doors away from me who is 
a butcher ; he was telling me that his trade was going down ; I  said—“ Can you not get any other 
coupons ? ” he said— “ I  tried the Cash Trading Company’s coupons, and they will not look at them at all— 
it must be those green ones, because they get, them at the other shops where they deal, and they will not 
take others,” so they left him altogether pretty well. The people will not have the Cash Trading Discount 
Company’s. There are customers I  have known for years ; one came in the other Saturday night and 
bought a suit of clothes which came to about 17s. 6d., she said—“ Do you keep coupons ? ” I  said—“ N o” ; 
she is a woman that I  know well, and who has been dealing with me for years ; I said— “ I  will knock 
Is. off the suit for you, but I cannot give you coupons, because I  cannot got them.” That woman was not 
pleased with that amount of discount, she must have the coupons. I t  is an unfair competition that one man 
should have the coupons while I  cannot get them even if I  want to give them. I  could get a few extra 
customers if I  put a notice in the window “ Coupons bought and coupons given,” but I  do not think I  could 
get enough coupons to guarantee what I  had put up, and then I  should be in a wrorse hole than if I had not 
put it up at all.

4021. What company is this Cash Discount Trading Company ?— I do not know who they
are.

4022. Do they go out your "way ?— This butcher told me he tried their coupons, and the people 
would not look at them.

4023. How were they redeemed ?—I  cannot say—I  do not understand their system at all.
4024. B y  the Hon. W. K n ox .— Have you been in business in America ?— No.
4025. You do not know anything about the Cash Trading Discount Company ?— No. The only 

reason I  brought that up was when this butcher told me his trade had gone down so much, I said—“ Why 
not get some other coupons ? ” and he said—“ I  have tried the Cash Trading coupons and they will not take 
them.”

4026. Did he try to buy the Co-operative coupons ?— I do not know, I  never tried.
4027. B y  the Hon. A . (). Sachse.— You do simply a cash business ?— Yes, only cash.
4028. Did you ever do a credit business ?— It  would not average 2s. 6d. a day.
4029. Do you give a discount for cash ?—No.
4030. Why ?—Nobody else does. I f  I  gave a discount for cash I  should have to charge a little 

more for the stuff— the thing would be just as broad as it is long. When a customer comes in and buys 
3s. or 4s. worth of goods the discount would not be worth taking up.

4031. Could you not enter it to his credit, and at a certain time allow him so much discount ?—No, 
I  never give any discount Avhatever. If  anybody saw a line that was 6d. a yard, and took a dozen
yards, we would charge him perhaps 5s. 6d., but if he buys a single yard we would not give anything
off that.

4032. Do you lay down the position that your profits are so small that you cannot afford a discount?
I  will not say they are so small as that, but if I  have to give so much for the coupons I shall have to

put it on. I  cannot afford to give them away for nothing—it must come out of something. If  I  give the 
value of £7 a week in coupons, where is it coming from if I only make a fair living now ?

4033. You would say that (he coupons come out of the profits ?— I should say they must unless I  
can carry away some one else’s trade.

4034. Then those people who give coupons must be making less profit than you ?—I do not know 
what profit they make, but they must be carrying away the business unfairly.

4035. Are they making less profit than you ?— I do not think so.
4036. Are they selling at a loss price ?— I cannot say. I  do not go in and ask them what they are

selling at. I know one or two lines they have marked goods at :,-d. or so more than we sell them at, but 
I  do not know all 1 he lines. I do not go round to see what my rivals sell their stuff for. I  get stuff in 
from the old country, and I mark it what I  recdvon it is worth my while to do business in it at, and il I



If) Q Bernard Trahair,
21st November, 1899.

p u b l iH a m ^ n t? ,er T r  ‘,!sr0n;:t in CT P ° ns 1 ‘hoaM r„ t  it on the stuff. I coul.l do it easily without the 
would i n z t h e  "  W o " 8 661,60 ,U 5s' » doZCI‘ 1 <*“IJ p «  it up Gd„ uud nine people out of ten

a cortaiu Pcr=™lag= «“  *•» goods bought from the

reckon w e t  us?,md-es°o’va fix<!d Illlro',ltaKe 0,1 »» goods alike ? - W h e n  we get goods in we
public will not ln .v e \h c  !‘"t' ’ • "  '?  I’11' ’’ iuai lllc O ia n c s  ore that before the season is half over the
t o  t  r  i m  t  ‘ 1 “‘• T  " f fasll'0--- We might make three times as mueir on one article

e“ o 1>cra,lso might not sell half of it before ,hc season is over.
4040* B ^ 'fh ^T T ^  z^‘ ‘“ bltiai,y » roht ou the goods ?— Mo, we have an average amount to make.
4 40. B y  the Hon.' G. G o d fre y .-T h e  Co-operative coupons are very popular ? - I t  seems so.

l o u r  objection is tha t  you cannot get ihern also ?—Yes.
no to !!! ithiUlk ^ iS a; m.onoPoly ?— Most decidedly. I  am in business here and I  have a stock. I
thev will no Imv tl V i if T  pG°Ple C011ie iui0 me> n,l(1 hccause I cannot give them a coupon

ey v 1 not buy the sluff from me— that is what 1 call a monopoly, when the man next door has the
coupons it is not egUnnate trading, letting alone the m id d lc m a n - i t  is the regular middleman business.

1 om  w y , Gomrie.— l  he goods are marked in plain figures in your shop ?— Yes
4044. Have the employes a right to take Is. or (id. oil an article if they think fit, instead of tri-yin,r

a discount f— ISot exactly that if a, person buys a quantity we will always do it a  little cheaper."' I f  a
person w anted a yard a t  6d., (>d. is the price, but if he would buy three dozen yards we might charge him
• ( ’ Vi ° b‘ C ’ a , en ’ ,WG ^ ave alway s done that in business, ever since I  have been in business, both
m the old country and out here.
■ +u .  4045V Y V! mGn1tioned a case w h ere you sold a suit of clothes for 17s. 6d., did the party take the suit
in hat case . She did, and I  gave her Is. off. I  would not have done that to a customer I  did not know,
but knowing this customer so well I  did not want to disappoint her as she had been coming for so many 
years, but I  told her if she came again I  should not be able to do it unless I put the Is. on.

. 4046. T e a t  would be over 5 per cent. ?— Yes, but they do not appreciate that in the slightest.
W hat they w ant is the coupon— if  you give them the coupon they do not seem to look at the value of the 
stuff.

The witness withdrew.

Christopher Costello, examined.
404/. B y the Hon. the Chairm an.— What are you ?—A grocer, carrying on business at 173 Brunswick- 

street, Fitzroy. v °
4048. B y  M r. D eak in .— When did you first become acquainted with the coupons ?—About thirteen 

or fourteen months ago.
4049. You took over a business in which the coupons were in use ?— Yes, it was about that time.
4050. 1  ou continued to take the coupons ?■— Yes, I  have continued to do so ever since.
4051. What benefit have you found from keeping the coupons ?—I do not think we have derived 

any benefit at all from them, still we would hesitate about giving them up, fearing they would be given 
into some one else’s hands near us, and we would not be able to retain the amount of trade we are 
doing at present. I  believe if the coupons were abolished we would do as much business, and that there 
is room for more trade than we are doing at present, without the additional burden of the amount we pay 
the Coupon Company.

4052. What number of coupons do you get through in a week?— Latterly about 2,000 a week.
4053. Are those distributed over all your customers ?— They are.
4054. Do all the customers ask for them ?— Very nearly all of them.
4055. You do not give them unless they are asked for ?—W e do, because we imagine they expect

them ; we give them to all our customers.
4056. Do you do a credit business ?— No, no credit business at all.
4057. You regard the coupons as a protection against others who are using them, more than as a 

benefit ?— Yes, we do not consider them a benefit ; we consider them a bargain. We consider we are 
under an obligation to take them for fear we would lose the trade we are doing at present.

4058. Do you give them on all lines ?— Yes.
4059. B y  M r. Coldham .— How far from you is the next grocer who gets coupons ?— There are two

grocers within 200 yards of me, I  should say, who give coupons. One of those, I understand, buys them 
from the public and distributes them in that way ; the other, I  understand, is supplied by the company.

4060. I  am instructed there are two grocers within about 50 yards of you who give coupons, is that 
correct ?— Mr. M-oore is the nearest one, and Mr. Muir is the furthest.

4061. I believe you complained that the company gave their coupons to a gentleman who is now
getting them from the company ?— That is so ; that is Mr. Muir.

4062. IIovv long ago is that?— It may be three months ago.
4063. Were you satisfied up to then ?— No, I was not. I  was not satisfied with the obligation at 

any time.
4064. You say that you are giving 2,000 coupons a week latterly ; how many were you giving three 

months ago ?— Something less, perhaps about 1,000 or 1,500 a week—I would not be certain, but at that 
time we were giving them on very few articles—we singled out several articles on which we gave no 
coupons.

4065. As long as there was no competition you did not give the public the full benefit of the coupon 
system ?— That is so.

4066. And now under competition you have to give the public the full benefit of i t—is that your 
cause of complaint ?—I  complain because I am forced to keep coupons.

4067. The cause of complaint that has arisen since Mr. Muir got them is, that you have to give 
coupons on all purchases, whereas you did not do so before?—1 am not. making any special complaint 
because I  have to give them on every article. I  complain because I had to give them on any at the com-' 
mencement.



4068. You did complain when Mr. Muir got them ? -W e  understood that no one else in the street
was to have them lmt ourselves—that was the reason we complained.

4069. The company told von (bey had never made any such agreement with you?— T hat was so.
4070. You say this has not increased your business ?—I do.
4071. You took the coupons up about twelve months ago?— A little over.
40/2. 1 ou had a ccitain business then how does your present cash business compare with that in 

percentage— if you were doing £100 then, how much are you doing now?— Since wo took the business 
over it has not increased 10 per cent.

4073. ITow much had it increased up to the time Mr. Moore took the coupons ? I t  has remained
about the same. We have noticed no shrinkage since he took them ; it always fluctuates a little.

4074. You cannot give any indication except that you have had an increase of about 10 per cent, 
in your total cash turnover ?— T hat is so. I  w-mld expect that. 10 per cent, increase to have come without 
any coupons at all, from the business that 1 know has been done in the shop before my time. I know more 
business has been done in the shop before me than I  have done since.

4075. You do not attribute the 10 per cent, increase to the coupon system ?— No.
4076. You are getting no advantage from the coupon system ?— T hat is so.
4077. You would not- object to others who think they get a commensurate advantage adopting the 

system ?— I would.
4078. You say that you th ink there would be more trade done if the coupons were abolished 

altogether ?— I said I believed there was room for more.
4079. Would more money be spent by the public in the purchase of groceries if the coupons were 

done away with ?— I mean in our shop, not the general volume of trade. I  said there is room for more 
trade.

4080. W hat do you mean by room for m ore?— I mean that a greater trade than we are doing ought 
to be done, taking into consideration the population of the neighbourhood ; but that does not come about 
in a day. In  another neighbourhood I have been in we found th a t after five years’ working in the shop 
the trade was very much increased, very much more so after four years’ working than it was after one 
year’s working.

4081. Do you mean to say there would.be more general trade in the neighbourhood if the coupon 
system were done away with, or that you would get more trade yourself which your rivals are now getting? 
— Yes. " ’

4082. If  the Legislature compelled your rivals to give up using coupons you m ight get some of the 
trade that they now get ; that is what it comes to ?— Yes, that is about it.

4083. Therefore you are very desirous to have the coupons done away with ?— I  do not think it was
intended in that light.

4084. B y  the Hon. J . M . D a v ie s .— I suppose you mean that you expect to get more business 
whether the coupons are done away with or no t?— Yes, that is so.

4085. Is that on account of your own efforts that you will be able to satisfy the customers ?—Yes.
4086. This shop was giving coupons before von w ent’th ere?— Yes.
4087. You cannot tell how much business it had got through giving coupons at the time you 

started ?— No, I  cannot; the only thing I can tell is that it has increased about 10 per cent.
4088. You have been able to hold w hat yon look over under the coupon system, and in addition 

have increased the business by 10 per cent. ?— Yes.
4089. You think you would have increased it to that extent if there had been no coupons in exist­

ence at all ?— Yes, I  do.
4090. B y  the Hon. A . O. S achse.— Do you give coupons on all goods ?— Yes.

> 4091. On kerosene and sugar ?— Yes.
4092. Is it a fact that no profit is made on kerosene?— It  all depends upon how you buy it.
4093. Do you charge the same price as other people for kerosene? — 1 charge the same price as my 

neighbours—it is sold at different prices in different parts of the city.
4094. We had evidence that no profit is made on kerosene, w hat do you say to th a t?— I should say 

that rests with the buyer. You will not find more than half-a-dozen men in Melbourne who pay the same 
price for kerosene.

4095. Is there any difference in the quality of the kerosene?— No, not a t present. I t  is all 150- 
test. I believe there is no other in consumption at present.

4096. Where is the profit made if is it all bought in the open m arket?—I t  is not bought in the open 
market.

4097. Is  it not quoted regularly in the papers ?— Yes, but some men buy at different times and at
different prices, and it is convenient for different men to make sales at different times—it is bought and
kept. If a man orders kerosene he may pay possibly more than the man who has busied himself about 
the price and quotations.

4098. Can you sell kerosene and sugar, give coupons, and make a profit?—'There is a fraction of 
profit on both articles at present.

4099. Even if you give coupons ?— Yes, but not sufficient to live on.
MOO. B y  the Hon. G. G o d fre y .—Did your predecessor give any cash discount in the trade before 

he took the coupons ?— No, it is not the usual thing. I t  is unknown in the retail trade to give cash 
discount; the public do not expect it. I t  is only when we put up a notice that we will give a certain 
thing that they look to us for it, and insist upon getting it.

4101. In  fact you do not like the coupons?—No.
4102. You would like to be left to your own efforts to develop-your business?— Yres.
4103. You are satisfied that if  you had not these things you would be able to bring up your 

business to a good position?—-Yes.
4104. If the Bill does not pass will you go on supplying coupons?— Yes.
4105. B y  the Hon. A . 0 .  8ach se .— What agreement have you with the Coupon Company ? My

predecessor made the agreement and I inherit it.
4106. How long does it last ?— I am not sure. I  have come to regard the agreement as being 

utterly useless.



I  would !7 "  7  7 ° ? ' ^1\ ^ 0m r ê- Why do you consider the coupons a burden ?—Because I  believe
e-md • 7 S T i  Wlth°U|t them ?S T ara d<>in. now, and I am compelled out of the profit I  am

' i n i » V ' °  1>ay S° mU('h !l Weok tl) ,llG Coupon Companv. F
t h e  b e s t  s t 7 7 7 < 7 7 ? 7 \  7 7 r 7 T ~ 7 l-m 8 ' 7 k "s*m d ' is lookinS 11P now  ? - Y e s ,  i f  is a b o u t  one of 
if  th e y  w ere  t a k e n  (Yorn<U klC>e]11 1 -r  ob jec t ion  to th e  coupons  is t h a t  it is a necess ity  to h av e  th e m  ;
L  o no- ow  T  T  7 T  g l 7 ?  10 S0,ne 0ne clse  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  m e all  m y  tim e to  "retain th e  t r a d e  I  
a m  do ing  n o n  I t  is th e  bo nd ag e  o l  b e in g  com pelled  to h av e  th e m  th a t  I com plain  of.

4 1 U 9 .  I s  y o u r s  a  c u t t i n g  s h o p  ?— N o .

O v o rv  din‘° '  J 1101! / 01! 0<?n uiI<0.rtl. 10 S 'v e  5 pe r  cent, in coupons  a n d  st il l  h av e  a  profit ?— Yes. b u t  i t  is 
w a g e s .  1Ul Um VG 11 18 a  ,)!ire l jv lnS' and  you requ ire  to  w ork  v e ry  long hours  and pay sm all

columns1 w ere  "?i° 1 ' T  7 ™  to  T8'™ 41* y ° u r  em ployes  ?— W e  h av e  to  em ploy  boys, w h e re  no d o u b t  if  th e  co u p o n s  w e ie  abo lish ed  w e  could  em p lo y  men.

b e f o r e . 4 1 1 2 ' ^  ^  C o ld l ,a m  —  Do J on  k n o w  tllis g en t le m a n ,  M r .  P ic k e r s g i l l  ?— I  th in k  I  h av e  seen h im

♦ i 4 V m  H nTe  J 0 U  e x P r e ? s e d  y o u r s e l f  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  t o  h i m  h a l f - a - d o z e n  t i m e s - w i l l  y o u
c o n t r a d i c t  h i m  i f  h e  s a y s  y o u  h a v e ? — I  w i l l .  1

The witness withdrew.

Daniel Buchanan, examined.
4114. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— What, are you ?—Shop superintendent for the Exhibition Boot 

Company at 2D Brunswick-street, Fitzroy—that is the factory.
4115. B y  M r. D eak in .— You have a number of shops, I  believe?—Fifteen.
4116. Do you give coupons ?—No.
4117. Do your competitors give coupons ?— Some of them.
4116. Have you acquainted yourself with the working of the system ?—Yes ; in fact we were offered 

the coupons some fifteen months ago.
41 19. And you did not accept them ?—No.
4120. W hat were the inducements offered you to accept?—We were told our business would be 

increased if we gave the coupons.
4121. Were you to have a special area ?—Yes.
4122. W hat area were you to have ?— For all our shops if we desired it.
4123. I t  was represented that an increased volume of cash trade would result by taking these 

coupons ?— Yes.
4124. Do you do any credit trade ?— No, only cash ; our shops are carried on by managers, and 

they are not allowed to give any credit whatever.
4125. You use these shops to dispose of the boots you make in your own factory ?—T h at is so.
4126. W hat is your opinion of the Coupon Company ?— We find that the system is interfering with 

our business ; it has decreased our takings in several shops, and our managers complain because they are 
losers of commission ; their commission is not so great when their taking's go down.

4127. Do they attribute the decline in business to the use of the coupons by your competitors ?—
Y'es.

4128. Does that decline result in every case where the coupons are issued in the neighbourhood ?— 
Yes. In Ballarat we have no competition with the coupons. I  think only two little shops take them, but
in the suburban shops there is a difference.

4 129. W hat is your objection to the system ?— We do not think it is fair.
4130. W hat is the element of unfairness in it ?— It gives one trader an advantage over another.
413 I. I f  you want to get the coupons now you cannot do so ?—We cannot, as far as I know.
4132. Have you ever proposed to take them ?—No, we do not want them ; we do not consider the

margin of profit is large enough to enable us to use the coupons. We sell for cash and manufacture our
own boots, and the margin of profit will not allow it.

4133. Do you allow any discount to your customers ?— No.
4134. You cut your prices so fine that the extra 3^ per cent, or 5 per cent, could not be borne ?— 

No, not at present.
4135. If  every one else gave the coupons, would you not be obliged to give them ?— \^e would 

have to try something if everybody else gave them.
4136. Is the decrease in your business in any particular class of goods, or is it general ?—It is 

pretty general.
4137. Do you only sell the boots that you make yourselves ?—No, we import a good many boots ; 

infants’ boots cannot be made here.
4138. But you only sell your own boots of the kind you can make ?—That is right.
4139. B y  M r. Coldham .— What is your position in connexion with this Exhibition Boot Company ? 

—I am superintendent of shops ; 1 travel round all the time, take the stocks, and look after the business.
4140. Then you hear the complaints and statements of the various managers ?—I do.
4141. It is only from hearsay that you know the results or alleged results of (he coupon system ?—

No I have got experience myself ; I serve in the shops pretty regularly when the managers are sick.
’ 4142? How often do you serve in any particular shop on the average ?—Once in a week, and some­

times oftener. „ , , , ,
4143. How often do you make your round ?—I take a certain number of shops every day. ^
4144. H°w long does it take von to go round the shops?— The country shops 1 only visit about 

once in three months, but some of the suburban shops I visit every day and the others three or four times

a "  ° 4145. Then you are pretty busy looking into things ?— Yes, pretty busy.
4146. Can you give the gross percentage of profits on your sales ?—We reckon it at 25 per cent.
4147. And the net profit ?—I do not think I  am called upon to answer that.



41 48. The boot trade is one that suffers greatly from over-production ? Yes, I  believe it does—I do
not know for a fact.

4149. Do you believe in giving cash discounts at all ?—Not in connexion with our business ; that 
is, in our particular shops.

4150. You have no objection to people who think they can afford to give cash discounts doing so ?'
■—We cannot object if they think proper to do it.

4151. You would object if you could?— We are trying to now.
4152. You recognise that these coupons are simply another form of cash discounts ?—We do not 

consider it a fair system.
4153. But you recognise that it is merely another form of cash discounts ?—No, I do not think so.

I would try to stop the coupons ; but cash discount is another thing.
4154. Do you object to your rivals in trade giving cash discounts?—No, we cannot object.
4155. Would you do so if you could ?— No.
4156. If  a person made such profits that he considered he could afford to give his customers 5 per 

cent, cash discount, you would consider that fair and legitimate ?— I t  would be fair to the customers.
4157. Would you consider it fair trading towards you ?— No.
4158. You would like to have other men prevented from giving cash discounts because it would 

cut into your business ?—I f  a man gave cash discounts he would require to charge more for his goods.
4159. I f  a man gave 5 per cent, discount near one of your shops it would cut into your business?—. 

Very likely.
4160. Then you would have a cause of complaint against him for cutting into your business ?— 

No, I  do not think so.
4161. Would it not give one trader an advantage over another?—Yes, it would. This coupon 

system does do that.
4162. You admit that cash discounts give the trader who gives them an advantage over another 

who does not give them ?— Certainly.
4163. By attracting the business to him self?—Yes.
4164. Supposing the man who gave these coupons redeemed them at their face value if they were 

brought back to his shop, would you still object to them ?—I  do not know that I  would.
4165. Your real objection then is that the public, when they get 12s. 6d. worth of coupons, are not 

able to obtain the full face value for them ?—I  know they are not.
4166. Is that your only objection ?— It is not the principal one, it is one of the objections.
4167. You would have no objection to the system if the public could get the face value for the 

coupons in silver or gold?—No.
4168. What do you mean by saying you have an objection to giving cash discounts if you have no 

objection to giving coupons redeemable in cash ?— The people cannot afford to give it.
4169. I t  is only from the public point of view that you object to it ?—Yes, I object to it, both on 

behalf of the traders and the buyers.
4170. Do you mean that you did not know what you were saying when you reiterated that it was 

only from a public point of view that you objected ?— Yes.
4171. B y  the Hon. J . M. D a v ie s .—I understood you to say that the fact that these coupons were not 

redeemable in cash was one of your objections, but not the principal objection ?—T hat is right.
4172. W hat is the principal objection?— The principal objection is that it interferes with our

business.
4173. You mean your own personal business ?— Yes, and the company I  represent.
4174. B y  the Hon. W . K n ox.— Have you any idea how many customers you have altogether ?— 

I  could not say ; our turnover is about £40,000 per annum.
4175. Do you come in touch with your customers ?—Y"es, all of them.
4176. From your knowledge you consider there is a difference between the coupons and a cash

discount?—Yes.
4177. The servants and children may receive and use the coupons, but they would have to account 

for a cash discount?— Yes.
4178. Practically there would appear to be less moral responsibility with the coupons than with the 

cash—if a servant came to you and bought an article, she might feel that she might retain the coupons, 
whereas she would feel bound to account to her master or mistress for the cash ?— That is so.

4179. I t  has a bad moral effect?— Yes, that is one of our objections. I t  is a great temptation to 
little boyi ; they collect coupons and sell them to the grocers, and buy cigarettes ; theig mothers do not 
know anything about it.

The witness withdrew .

Frederick William McDonald, examined.
4180. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— What are you?— A master baker, and secretary of the Master 

Bakers’ Association of Melbourne and suburbs. I carry on business in Hawthorn.
4181. B y  M r. D eak in .— Are you a baker yourself?— Yes.
4182. And you occupy a representative position in connexion with the association ?— Yes.
4183. Has tiiis coupon system ever been brought under your personal attention as a baker working 

in your own interests ?— No.
4184. How did you first become acquainted with the system ?— A t first only from outside hearsay, 

and afterwards ( I  think it was about last September) it was brought under the notice of our association by 
a communication from the Ballarat Grocers’ Association. The m atter was thoroughly discussed by our 
association, and a resolution was carried that the association should support Mr. McGregor s Bill, as we 
considered it was detrimental to the business ; we understood he was going to bring in a Bill for the 
abolition of the coupons.

4185. Are you in a position to give the number of bakers in the metropolis who arc issuing
coupons?—I could not say from my own knowledge, I only know of two who issue them, and they aie
both members of our association ; one is in favour of the system, and the other is against i t ; the one
against it only issues a few to those who ask for them.



4186. When the question was discussed by your association was the case on behalf of the coupon 
system supported by any of your members ?—Yes, by the one who was in favour of i t ; and well he might 
be. A t that time bread was selling in the shops over the counter for 4 d .; customers could not get a 
coupon unless they made a purchase to the value of 6d., and to make up the 6d. they would get a 4d. loaf 
and two buns- buns are usually sold in the trade at 6d. a dozen, so a loaf of bread and the two buns would 
be virtually od. "worth tor the 6d. and the coupon—that was very profitable for the baker, but not for the 
public.

4187. W~as that the argument urged in support of the proposal?—Yes. I  may also say that this 
baker had neighbours who lived alongside of him for years, and before he gave coupons his bread was not 
considered good enough to eat, but after he gave coupons it was.

4188. What was the decision of the association ?—To use every means in its power to support Mr. 
McGregor’s Bill.

4189. That is that they did not think the coupon system was advantageous to bakers ?—Most 
decidedly.

4190. Did they consider it was any advantage to the public?—I  do not think it was considered 
much from that point of view.

4191. Was the paying of 6d. for a loaf and two buns advantageous to the public ?—No, but it was 
advantageous to the baker.

4192. Are the profits in the baking trade such as to admit of an extra impost of from 3^ per cent, 
to 5 per cent.?—Most emphatically—No. If  the bakers were to give that they might just as well put up 
the shutters at once, unless they resort to illegal or sharp practices.

4193. Or unless they raise their prices ?— I mean on their present prices.
4194. Is the baking trade a trade of long credit?—It is a credit trade as a rule.
4195. For what length of time is credit given?—It varies. I t  is mostly weekly and monthly. Of

course you get some long credit customers.
4196. Do any large proportion of the customers go beyond the month?—A very small proportion, 

perhaps 10 per cent., roughly speaking; it differs in different localities. In  the poorer neighbourhoods they 
do not get the chance. There it is mostly cash.

4197. And mostly a counter trade also ?—Yes.
4198. Where it is weekly or monthly it is a delivery trade?—Always.
4199. Is competition keen in the trade ?—I t  was never so keen as it is now, and I  have had 25

years’ experience in the trade.
4200. You have not a great variety of goods to sell in your business ?—Many, like myself, only 

bake bread, but some make small goods.
4201. Even then only a small proportion of their goods consists of small goods ?—Yes, bread is 

their stand-by.
4202. How are the prices of bread ruled—do the same prices obtain throughout the whole of the 

metropolis ?—No, you can get bread from 3^d. to 6d.
4203. W hat causes that variation ?— Various things.
4204. Is the bread of the same quality?—No, it could not be expected. Then there is the dodging 

of the Factory Act.
4205. Those who do not comply with the provisions of the Factory Act are able to sell more 

cheaply than those who do ?—Yes, they are the greatest cutters.
4206. They do not pay Is. an hour?—No.
4207. Do they dodge the sanitary part of the Act ?—That does not make much difference.
4208. Where the Is. an hour can be defeated the bread can be sold more cheaply ?—Yes.
4209. That is a larger element in the low price of bread than anything else ?—Yes.
4210. Is your association fairly representative of the whole of the trade ?—I  cannot say the whole 

of the trade, but the bulk of the trade ; the largest portion of the trade is represented in our association 
—not numerically.

4211. You do not represent the prosperous bakers only ?—No, we have all sorts.
4212. You have bakers from the artisan suburbs as well as from the wealthy suburbs ? Yes.
4213. And practically the condemnation is unanimous ?—Yes.
4214. B y  M r. Coldham,—How many members are there in your association?—About 40 or 50.
4215. And how many members of the council are there ?—There are eight members of the

committee. . , ,
4216. How many were present at this meeting when you passed this resolution About twenty.
4217. I t  was not a committee meeting ?—No, a general meeting.
4218. Out of 40 or 50 members only twenty of the bakers of Melbourne turned up and passed this

resolution ?—It was only an ordinary meeting. _
4219. Out of those who were present how many used the system?— 1 wo said they did.
4220. Were they both present ?—Yes.
4221. W hat was the name of the man who used the system, and said he found it useful beca

people bought a couple of buns that they did not want, at twice their value m order to get a coupon .

M r' A '4222htHe s a i f  that he liked the system because people bought stuff they did not want,, to  ^ e a s e  
their purchases to the extent of 50 per cent, m order to obtain coupons ?—No, you aie put e

my mot^2 2 3 _ You said a person who bought a 4d. loaf would buy two buns in order to make the pin chases
up to 6d.?—Yes, but I  did not say 50 per cent.

4 9 9 4  He made that statement in public meeting ?—Yes.
4 2 2 5 ' From whom was that communication you got from Ballarat . From Mr. Long, 0

B a l l a r a t  Grocers^Asso^iati011 rece[v6(j that communication did you pass the resolution ?—I  think it
was assed 'at the same meeting at which the communication was read. Ih e  members had got 10 

information outside previous to that.
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4227. What was the date of the letter and the date of the resolution ?—I  could not give that now.
4228. How long prior to that had the communication been received by the person to whom it was 

addressed ?—About a fortnight.
4229. Was it after the second reading of the Bill in the House?—No, previous to th a t ; I  think I 

attended at the House to see Mr. McGregor before the Bill was presented. I  am almost sure of that.
4230. You are aware that there are two Bills, one in the Assembly and one in the Council ?—Yes, 

but I  believe Sir Frederick Sargood’s Bill was brought in since I  saw Mr. McGregor. I believe Mr. 
McGregor was to bring the Bill on on a Wednesday.

4231. Was it a fortnight or a month ago?—I  think it is more than that. I  think it must have 
been some time in September, as far as I  can recollect.

4232. Have you had any communications since then from Ballarat ?—No, none whatever.
4233. Where does the association meet ?— In Parer’s Cafe, in Bourke-street.
4234. Where are the records kept ?— A t my house.
4235. You say there is keen competition in the baking trade ; has that been brought about by the

coupon trade ?—No, it existed previously.
4236. Do you object to cash discounts ?— Most decidedly.
4237. Would you attem pt to stop a baker who gave cash discounts ?—If I  could I  would.
4238. Have you threatened to boycott men who desired to give discounts ?—No.
4239. Has the association not threatened to boycott bakers who offered discount to their customers ? 

—Not to my knowledge.
4240. How long have you been connected w ith the association ?—About ten years. I  have been 

secretary for six years.
4241. And you have never heard that threat made ?—No.
4242. W hat is your objection to discounts ?— There are several ; the main objection is that when 

people give discounts they have to put the value on before they take it off, and a second objection is that 
it is virtually a fraud on account of their having to put the value on before they take it off. Those are 
the main reasons.

4243. That is—that a man who gives discount is fooling the public ?— Yes, virtually so ; that is 
my opinion.

4244. Do you get discounts on goods that you purchase ?— No.
4245. Not on flour?—No, it is not worth troubling about.
4246. Suppose a man honestly says—“ I  can afford to give a discount ”—do you object to his 

giving it ?—Yes, most decidedly, for the reason I  have stated already.
4247. I  am speaking of a man who can honestly afford to give a discount to cash customers ; do 

you object to his giving it ?— Most decidedly.
4248. Do you make bad debts under the credit system ?—Everybody does who gives credit.
4249. What is the percentage of bad debts ?—I  have never gone into it.
4250. In  a cash bakery business the principal part of the business is done over the counter ?—Yes,

most of it.
4251. If  the whole of a man’s business was cash he would practically do away with bad debts, the 

cost of collecting, the interest on money, and the cost of delivery?—Yes ; but that is where the “ if ” 
comes in.

4252. If a business is transferred from a credit into a cash business, those items would be matters 
of saving to the retailer ?—Yes.

4253. If  the retailer thought that by the use of the coupons he gained those advantages, would you 
say he did not understand his business, or that he was not stating the truth ?—No, I  would n o t ; he would 
be bound to reduce his expenses if he could do that.

4254. You have no personal experience at all of the system ?—No.
4255. The way it is at present carried on does not affect your business in any way ?—Not at

present.
4256. Are there no bakers in Hawthorn who give coupons ?—Not to my knowledge.
4257. B y  the Hon. J . M. D avies.—Do you know whether it is the practice with some suburban 

bakers to charge the customers who pay cash less than the customers who book their accounts ?— Some­
times they do.

4258. Is  that practice pretty general ?—Not gen era l; they do not do it all round.
4259. Is it not the practice with many suburban bakers to charge different prices even to their credit 

customers ?—Yes.
4260. When flour rises in price, even though a baker has a stock of flour on hand, he charges an

increased price for bread ?— Yes, if he can get it.
4261. I f  flour goes down and he has a large stock on hand, does he reduce his price to his customers 

unless he is asked ?— He is compelled to do so.
4262. As a matter of fact, do not a great many bakers keep on the old price until the customers ask 

them to reduce it?— Yes.
4263. They will keep it up until they have worked out their stock ?— Yes, if they can.
4264. Seeing that bakers do charge a less price for cash than when they give credit, would it not 

pay them to give coupons instead of charging a less price ?—Not on the whole of the trade.
4265. Not even for a cash trade ?— Not even on the whole of the cash trade.
4266. Is not the discount they give for cash much greater than 5 per cent ; is it not ^d. on a 4-lb. 

loaf?— Yes, of course it is, but even then it is infinitesimal.
4267. B y  the Hon. T . Comrie.—You get no discount as a purchaser ?—No, I  am not in a position to 

get discount.
4268. I t  is usual in the trade, is it not. Do you not get 1 per cent, if you pay within 30 days ?—

No, it is less than 1 per cent.; it is about 2s. per ton whether flour is £14 per ton or £6.



Percy M. Scott, further examined.
4269. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .—What is the total number of coupons you have issued since the 

commencement of the company here ?— [T h e  witness handed in  a statem ent].
1 t s f n '  couPons issued from August, 1898, to 31st October, 1899, number 19,516,616, of a total 

va ue of £23,542 17s. 8d.; is that at 25s. per 1,000?—Yes, less 4 per cent, discount.
4271. A  portion of those coupons were sold for cash, and a portion on credit?—Yes.
4272. Is that the actual amount of cash received by you ?—No, it is the actual amount of cash and

credit.
4273. I t  is the amount of money you have received or will receive ?— Yes, providing we make no 

bad debts.
4274. During the same time you have redeemed 8,183,850 coupons, the value of which, calculated 

in the same^vay at 25s. per 1,000, represents £10,231 17s. 4d.?— That is correct.
_ 4275. Leaving you indebted to the public through the traders to the extent of £13,311 0s. 4d. ?—  

That is so at the face value.
4276. You say you have redeemed £10,231 worth, was that amount redeemed in goods?—Yes.
4277. What was the cost value of the goods that you gave for these coupons ?—I can only give the 

cost value of the goods redeemed up to June 30th, and that has already been submitted to the Committee 
privately.

4278. Do you object to give that information in public ?—Yes. Had you said you were not 
prepared to accept the information in private it might have been a question for us to consider whether we 
would give the Committee any information at all, and I  must insist that your original decision be adhered 
to, otherwise we will refuse to supply the information for the benefit of the public.

4279. I  stated that the documents should be considered private pending the production of the 
balance-sheet which you would have to fill in in accordance with the Companies Statute. That has been 
strictly observed, but in the balance-sheet you have to file the information the Committee now seek would 
necessarily be disclosed ?—The information you ask me to supply would not appear in the balance-sheet; 
the balance-sheet would not, under ordinary circumstances, give either the number of coupons issued or 
redeemed. A  balance-sheet made out for our company would be confined to the cash received and the 
amount of business done, summarising generally the assets and liabilities of the company, and possibly the 
profit and loss account, but the number of coupons would not appear at all.

4280. In  that balance-sheet you would commence with your stock in hand, and put down the
amount of goods you have bought ; and on the other side you would have to put down your sales in 
redeeming coupons ?—Yes. The other day I  said I  would do what I  could, and I  wrote to Sydney about 
this balance-sheet. I  have had certain replies, some of which have been produced here. The balance- 
sheet is in course of preparation, and will be produced for the information of this Committee, and be filed 
in the proper department in Victoria within a reasonable time ; that is, as soon as the matter can be settled. 
I t  is simply a question between two departments in Sydney as to what basis is to be adopted as to the 
value of the coupons for the filing of this balance-sheet. This company is peculiarly situated, inasmuch 
as the system is entirely new. In ordinary balance-sheets the question has not arisen whether you would 
put in your liabilities at a certain amount or at another amount, but with the coupon system you must
understand that when the coupons are sold the goods are practically sold.

4281. But you are prepared to submit either one of the balance-sheets ?—I am.
4282. Then you can have no objection to submit both here ?—No, and that will be done in private.

; 4283. But it is a public balance-sheet ?—No, the public balance-sheet is the only one that has to be
filed here. We are prepared to give the Committee all the information they desire.

4284. I  am speaking of the balance-sheet that has to be filed here—you have prepared two balance- 
sheets, either of which you are prepared to have adopted, and the one that is adopted would have to be 
filed here, and would become public property ?—I  believe that would be the case.

4285. Then what is the harm in submitting both balance-sheets 1—The harm is that if we file one 
balance-sheet I  do not want another published.

4286. But you say you do not care which it is ?—No, but I  only want one balance-sheet published.
4287. In  the meantime that balance-sheet is not forthcoming, and you refuse to supply the Com­

mittee with the information ?—I do not refuse to give the Committee any information in private.
4288. A  discussion took place as to what balance-sheet you had to file ; you have handed in these 

papers which you considered as private, and they have been considered as private ?—Yes, I  had two 
balance-sheets sent on to me from Sydney, which are being submitted to the proper authorities in Sydney. 
The representatives of the company go to the Registrar-General, explain the system, and say—“ When 
our coupons are sold the goods are practically sold, but we do not know what it will cost us to redeem the 
outstanding liability. Which balance-sheet will you have ? ”

4289. Are you in a position to state the number of coupons issued and redeemed in South Australia ? 
—No, I  can hand in the balance-sheets for the information of the Committee only, which will give the 
information about all the colonies.

4290. I  cannot accept it as private information. I  ask, are you in a position to give the number of 
coupons issued and redeemed in South Australia ?—No.

4291. You have not got it in these balance-sheets ?—Not the number of coupons—the balance-sheet 
I  have already in my possession is for the three colonies combined, without distinguishing one colony from
another—it is a summary of the whole three businesses. . „

4292. Can you g ive the total of the coupons issued in the three colonies . Not without refeience
to the books. , „ , , ,

4293. You do not know of your own knowledge that the number of coupons you have quoted, has
been issued in Victoria ?— T hese figures are compiled from statements made by accountants pezsonally I  
do not guarantee them, but as manager of the company I  say they are correct. _

4 2 9 4 . Are you in a position to give the coupon issue in South Australia or N ew  South Wales .
No

4 2 9 5 .  A re you able to give the profits on the goods sold by you in redemption of those coupons ? ■ 
Only up to June 30th— that private statement you have before you is the only information I  can g ive you  
up to that date.



4296. Are you prepared to have that information treated as public ? No.
4297. B y  the lion . J. 31. D avies.— I understand the difference between these two balance-sheets to be 

that one treats the outstanding coupons as a liability of 25s. per 1,000, and the other treats the liability at 
16s. per 1,000?— Yes, that is the only difference.

4298. Then what possible objection can there be to showing both, if there is no objection to showing 
either one when it has been accepted ?— The only objection is that I  cannot tell you which is the proper 
balance-sheet.

4299. W hich balance-sheet do you consider the most favorable to the company ?— The one treating 
the coupons as worth 16s. per 1,000.

4300. Then A v h y  not produce it ; w hat harm can it do the company ?— If I produce the balance- 
sheet treating the liability at 16s. per 1,000, that will be published, and in a week or a fortnight’s time the 
balance-sheet showing the liability at 25s. per 1,000 may be published, and I do not wish to place the 
company in that position.

4301. What d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s  i t  m a k e  A v h e n  o n e  o n  t h e  f a c e  of i t  s h o w s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t r e a t i n g  t h e  o u t ­

s t a n d i n g  l i a b i l i t y  a t  1 6 s . ,  A v h i c h  y o u  s a y  i s  t h e  r e a l  l i a b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  s h o w s  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  a t  2 5 s . ,  

w h i c h  y o u  s a y  i s  t h e  n o m i n a l  l i a b i l i t y  ?— I t  i s  n o t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i t  a c t u a l l y  m e a n s  t o  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  it i s  

w h a t  m a y  b e  c o n s t r u e d .
4302. W hether you treat the liabilities at 25s. or 16s..per 1,000, you must s I i o a v  what percentage 

of profit you have made on the goods that you have actually redeemed ?— Up to June 30th, that has been 
submitted to the Committee.

4 3 0 3 .  T h a t  w i l l  b e  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h i s  b a l a n c e - s h e e t  w i l l  i t  n o t ,  A v h e t h e r  y o u  t a k e  t h e  A o r  B  

b a l a n c e - s h e e t  ; a n y  o n e  ay  o n  Id  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  f r o m  t h a t  w h a t  p r o f i t s  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  c o u p o n s  y o u  h a v e  r e d e e m e d  ?— N o ,  t h e  b a l a n c e - s h e e t  A v i l l  n o t  g i v e  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  i n a s m u c h  

a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o u p o n s  i s s u e d  a n d  r e d e e m e d  w i l l  n o t  b e  s t a t e d .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o u p o n s  i s s u e d  w i l l  b e  

d e b i t e d  a t  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  r e d e m p t i o n s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  s h o A v n  a t  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t ,  b u t  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o u p o n s  w i l l  n o t  b e  s h o w n .

4304. B y  3Ir. D eakin .— The liabilities Avi l l  be shoAvn 1— Y"es.
4 3 0 5 .  B y  the Hon. J. 31. D avies.— T h a t  i s ,  y o u  w i l l  n o t  t e l l  i n  t h a t  b a l a n c e - s h e e t  h o w  m a n y  c o u p o n s

y o u  haA7e  s o l d  a n d  r e d e e m e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  j u d g e  h o w  m u c h  p r o f i t  y o u  h a \ Te  m a d e  

o n  t h e  c o u p o n s  y o u  h a v e  s o l d  a n d  a c t u a l l y  r e d e e m e d  ? — T h e  p u b l i c  A vil l b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

o u r  b u s i n e s s  f o r  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  h a s  b e e n  b y  t h e  c r e d i t  o r  d e b i t  b a l a n c e ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e .

4 3 0 6 .  They c a n  s e e  h o w  m u c h  p r o f i t  y o u  h a v e  m a d e ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  s e e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  h o w  m u c h

r e d e m p t i o n  t h a t  p r o f i t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  ?— N o ,  t h e y  w i l l  s e e  o u r  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t A v e l v e  m o n t h s — t h a t  

i s  w h a t  e v e r y  b a l a n c e - s h e e t  s h o w s .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  a n y  b a l a n c e - s h e e t  t h a t  s h o w s  t h e  e x a c t  p r o f i t  got 
o n  a n y  g o o d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

4307. These private balance-sheets do show that ?— That is for the information of the Committee—  
avc do not wish to keep back anything from the Committee.

The witness withdrew.
A djourned to to-morrow, at h alf-past Eleven o’clock.
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Alembers p r e s e n t:
The Hon. Licut.-Col. Sir F. T. S argood , in the Chair ;

The Hon. J . M. DaA'ies, The lio n . W. Knox,
The Hon. T. Comrie, The Hon. G. Godfrey,
The Hon. D. Melville, The Hon. A. -0. Saehse.
The Hon. D. Ham,

Charles Bethmie, examined.
4308. B y  the lion, the Chairm an.— W hat are you ?—A diaper, carrying on business in Johnston- 

street, CollingAVOod. I  trade as the Don Cash Trading Company.
4309. B y  M r. D eakin .—Is yours a cash trading company ?—Yes.
4310. I I oav m a n y  y e a r s ’ b u s i n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  y o u  h a d ? — O n  m y  o w n  a c c o u n t ,  n i n e  y e a r s ’ .

4311. IIgay long have you carried on business at your present place ?—Nine years’.
4312. When did you first become aware of the coupon system ?—I can only speak from memory, but 

I  should say about I ayo years ago, though I  am not certain on the point.
4313. Was that before the present company w as formed, Avhen Mr. Thomas Avas alone in the

business ?—I think so.
4314. I I oay d i d  y o u  b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  A v i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  ? — I  w a s  A v a i l e d  u p o n  by a  g e n t l e m a n  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  A v h o  p u t  t h e  s c h e m e  b e f o r e  m e ,  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  h o  t h o u g h t  A v o u l d  

a c c r u e  t o  m e  if I  t o o k  u p  t h e  s y s t e m .  A s  I ay a s  d o i n g  a n  e n t i r e l y  c a s h  t r a d e  I  f a i l e d  t o  s e e  w h a t  a d A ra n t -  

a g e s  ay o n  I d  c o m e  t o  m e .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  I t o o k  u p  t h e  s y s t e m  h e  A v o u l d  g i v e  m e  t h e  s o l e  r i g h t  

A v i t h i n  a  c e r t a i n  r a d i u s  o f  m y  p l a c e  i n  o u r  t r a d e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  w o u l d  i s s u e  b o o k s  a d v e r t i s i n g  u s

a s  g i v i n g  o u t  t h e s e  coupons, A v h i c l i  w o u l d  c a u s e  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e  t o  u s  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  o t h e r s  ay h o  d i d  n o t

k e e p  t h e m .  T h e  a d v a n t a g e s  f r o m  a  c a s h  p o i n t  o f  v Icav A v e r o  n o t h i n g  t o  m e ,  a s  I  a l r e a d y  d i d  a  c a s h  t r a d e .

4315. D i d  h e  s a y  w h a t  i t  Avould  c o s t  y o u  t o  k e e p  t h e s e  c o u p o n s  ?— Y e s  ; 2 o s .  p e r  1,090. I w o r k e d
i t  o u t  a t  5 p e r  c e n t . ,  b u t  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  i t  Avould n o t  b e  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  a s  w e  n e e d  o n l y  
give c o u p o n s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a s k e d  f o r  t h e m .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  w o u l d  c r e a t e  f r i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  m y s e l f  a n d  t h e  
c u s t o m e r s  ; a n d  I  said i f  I d i d  g i v e  t h e m  a t  a l l  I Avould h a v e  t o  g i v e  t h e m  t o  e v e r y b o d y ,  a n d  i t  Avould 
m e a n  p a y i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y  5 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  m y  t a k i n g s ,  s o  I Av an te d  t o  k n o w  w h a t  a d v a n t a g e  I w o u l d  g e t  
f o r  t h a t  5 p e r  c e n t .  He s a i d  t h e r e  Avould b e  a  l a r g e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  i t  w o u l d  r e a l l y  b e  the s a m e  a s  
p a y i n g  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  b u t  I  t h o u g h t  I  c o u l d  a d v e r t i s e  m u c h  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  l e s s  money 
t h a n  i t  Avould c o s t  me i n  t h a t  Avay,  s o  I  r e j e c t e d  t h e m .



4 ? 17 w aVe y° U °ver taken them ?—Never, 
attribute that mnhi 1 v*fn H°U by them ?—-As far as I  know, I  have not been affected at all, but I
are several neonle in thn • 4 °, f  ^  rePresentative draper in Collingwood has taken them u p ; there 
doon neighbourhood who have taken them, small traders, notably the butter shop next

431Q n °  7<?U appr0Ve of the system 1 disapprove of it most strongly.
limit those c m i l i !  g l°1Un?S ?~-^ecause in the first place it is unfair competition ; they have no right to '
a cash trade w ilf 1 n aUy+ ° y * ® ne spreads it simply means that the whole of the people doing
body • we*would ho ' ^ G' ° ^ay a^Vay ° per ^eut‘ takings, and there will be no advantage to any- 1y ’ J®  would be paying away 5 per cent, for nothing. J

4 0 9 ? ’ J? tllGre Prett7 peen competition in your business ?—Very.409-1 p  v r ------------------ . . .  J  j * .

Certainly not J I Z  J*6Q *° p7  5 per cenfc* to your customers on your present prices ? -
could noifc exist W U° w  !  all°wed a discount of 5 per cent, on my present prices. My business 
could not exist. Me do a cash trade, and sell as low as we possibly can, commensurate with paying our

1 +14322, ^  011 d.° I110t allow an7 discounts P—No discounts of any kind, nor have we ever done so. Mre
h n s in Z 6 g°i f T * - W6St possiple cash P1,ice- I  do not clear anything like 0  per cent, net out of my
business, and if I  give o per cent, discount I  must raise the price of my goods.
less?—Yes*' ^ ° U ^  taking tbe Soods ajl round ; some you make more than 5 per cent, on and others

4324. If your business were ever so much increased, unless it happened to be increased only on the 
goods carrying the higher profit, even an increase in business would not be profitable to you ?—Certainly

4325. There is 110 warrant that your new customers would buy only the goods carrying a higher 
profit than the average ?—No, the argument is that we would be able to get higher prices, but that cuts in 
a way in which the public do not want it to cut. Some people say they are glad to shut their eyes to tfie 
actual prices of a good many articles for the sake of getting the coupons. A few customers whom I  have 
interviewed in reference to these coupons seem to have an exaggerated idea of their value. One lady 
understood she was getting a discount through the coupons equal to 3s. in the pound.

4326. You think that generally the value of the coupons appears to be over-estimated by the 
customers ?—Certainly.

4327. How far is the nearest draper from you who gives coupons ?—About a quarter of a mile in
the same street—it is a very small place, it is Mrs. Doherty’s.

4328. She is not within practical competing distance ?—She is in the same street, about five 
minutes’ walk higher up, but we do not reckon her as a competitor—it is a smaller class of business.

4329. None of your other competitors have taken them ?—No one of any note in our trade in 
Collingwood,

4330. I f  your other competitors did take these coupons what would you do ?—If it were affecting 
my business I  should be forced to do so too, and try and get the cost of them out of my customers in some 
way or other.

4331. Do you see any gain to the public by this system?—I  cannot see how they can possibly 
gain—whatever discount we give or whatever concession they get they must pay for in some shape or 
form.

4332. I t  is merely returning them what they pay for?—Quite so.
4333. B y  M r . Coldham.— How far is the City Drapery Establishment from you ?—That is Mrs, 

Doherty’s* it is within five minutes’ walk.
4334. You say the value of the coupons seems to be over-estimated by customers, but you know 

nothing about it except from inquiries you have made for the purpose of giving evidence here ?—I have 
never made any inquiries for the purpose of giving evidence here. I  did not know until this morning I  
would be called.

4335. I t  is only from inquiries you have made, you know nothing about it from your own knowledge ?
—No.

4336. Mrhy is it that you have reduced your prices to the lowest possible. paying limits—is it with 
the object of attracting the custom of the public ?—Certainly.

4337. You recognise that the public are keen judges of value ?—?Yes.
4338. In this instance of the coupons you think they have failed to get at their true value ?—Yes.
4339. I  suppose that is a matter that the public will quickly learn ?—I  could not say th a t ; I  would 

not like to answer for the public.
4340. You cater for the public ?—Yes.
4341. And you cfit lines to attract trade ?—I  sell as cheaply as I  can, with the object of doing a 

large business.
4342. You endeavour, consistently with making a profit for yourself, to undersell your rivals ?—

I try to work illy business as cheaply as possible, and to sell as cheaply as possible.
4343; M lth the object of attracting Custom to yourself ?—Yes.
4344. A ttracting custom to yourself must necessarily attract custom from somebody else ?—Yes.
4345. How maily shops have the Don Company got ?—Only one.
4346. You adopted the cash system because you recognised it had certain great advantages ?—Yes.
4347. M’hat are those advantages from your point of view ?—In a cash business you know exactly 

what you are doing, you know when goods are sold that they are paid for ; then you can work a cash 
business very much cheaper, because there are certain office expenses you are not put to ; in running a 
credit business you have clerical assistance to pay for, and stationery and other expenses which do not 
come in under the cash system, so that you can afford to work on a smaller percentage.

4348. Have you had actual experience of Credit business, either on your owrn account or acting on 
behalf of others ?—No, most of my experience has been with cash business.

4349. You cannot say what Would be the extra percentage of cost in a credit business ?—No.
4350. Do you give anything in the-way of discounts or inducements to anybody in your business-?—

No.



4351. You do not give your employes premiums or commissions ?— We give the employes “ spiffs ” 
or commissions—an employe making the inquiry, “ Is such a line tinged ? ” would mean “ Is it premiumed ? ”

4352. Certain lines are flat, stale, and unprofitable, and you pay your employes to get rid of them if 
possible ?— Yes, we premium goods that we wish to push.

4353. In the majority of cases is it not dead stock ?— No, it may be that it is a little more profitable
than other stuff, and on that account we wish it pushed.

4354. As far as your pocket is concerned there is no difference between your paying a premium to 
your employe and your paying it to the public ?— There is this great difference, that we can regulate it.

4355. You pay it of your own free will to your employes ?—Yes.
4356. And you would pay it of your own free will to the public ?— Yes, unless it was in the nature of

coupons, when we might feel we were forced to do it.
4357. I t  stands practically in relation to your pocket as a cash discount ?— There is a great 

difference.
4358. But as far as your pocket is concerned it is the same ?— No, because this premium is given 

only on a few articles in each department, whereas if you give a cash discount you have to give it on 
everything purchased for cash.

4359. But upon the articles on which you give it it is exactly the same as a cash discount as far as 
your pocket is concerned ?—Yes.

4360. You do that so that the public may be induced not to take so much what they want as what 
you want to give them ?—No, not altogether ; it is to give special prominence to those goods— there are 
many good lines that would sell freely, and the public want ; but simply because they are not pushed as 
they should be by certain salesmen, they do not see them and therefore do not get an opportunity of 
buying them.

4361. When the public want a special line do they not get a chance from the salesman of getting 
it ; do you keep a man who will not supply the public with the things they are clamouring for ?—No.

4362. The goods you premium are goods the public are not excited about., but which they ought to 
be excited about ?—No ; but there are plenty of good saleable lines which people will buy if they are shown 
to them.

4363. They are good saleable lines which will not sell without special efforts on the part of your 
employes ?—There are many reasons for which we may “ spiff” goods.

4364. Those are cash discounts as far as they go ?— I do not look upon them in that light at all.
4365. W hat is your gross profit ?— Something under 20 per cent.; it is nearly 20 per cent.
4366. W hat do you spend in advertising ?— About 2^ per cent, as nearly as I can tell.
4367. Supposing that keeping the coupons was to take the place of advertising, that would take 

off 2 \  per cent, of your expenses at once ?—I  do not think I  could do with advertising by coupons only.
4368. Supposing people come here and say that since they have taken coupons they have given up 

other advertising—that would mean in your case a saving of 2 \  per cent. ?— If  I  could do without any other 
advertising and do with the coupons only it would be so, but I  do not think that is possible.

4369. I t  has been said here that if you give coupons you must raise the price of the goods to a 
proportionate extent to the public ; that would mean that when a person raised his prices the public, who 
are so keen in the m atter of prices, would straightway discover that the man who gave coupons was 
charging more for his goods than the man who did not ?—I would not like to say that. I  think that in 
many cases by giving coupons it might be possible to squeeze a little extra price out of the public.

4370. B y the Hon. T. Com rie.— Are the “ spiffs ” of equal value on each article?—No, if there is 
a line you want to clear out you may put a penny or a halfpenny a yard on it, according to how anxious 
you are to have it pushed, or to the rate of profit it is showing. In my case the “ spiffs ” amount to very 
little. I  do not suppose they come to 50s. a week.

4371. B y  the Hon. J . M. D a v ie s .—When you say you do not clear 5 per cent, net profit is that after 
deducting an allowance for yourself ?—Yes.

4372. Would it be 5 per cent, if you did not deduct that amount ?— On my last balance-sheet, 
taking the money I  drew on my own behalf, it would not amount to 5 per cent.

4373. Did any one representing the Coupon Company tell you that you might charge extra prices 
safely if you used these coupons ?— No.

The witness withdrew.

John Hardie, examined.
4374. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—W hat are you ?—A draper, carrying on business in Burwood- 

road, Hawthorn.
4375. B y  M r. D eakin .—How many years’ experience have you had iu business ?—Eighteen years’ 

for myself—before that I  was an assistant.
4376. How long have you been in your present shop ?—Ten years.
4377. When did you first become acquainted with the coupon system ?—A man called upon me 

about six or nine months ago on behalf of the company—that was about the first I  bad heard of it.
4378. W hat did he represent to you ?—The advantages of the system from their point of view.
4379. The principal advantages were a cash trade, and an increase in the volume of trade ?—So he

said.
4380. Did he dwell on the saving in advertisements ?— He may have done so, I  cannot remember 

just now.
4381. W hat did he represent the cost of these advantages as likely to be to you ?—I think he 

represented it as about 2 \  per cent, or 3 per cent.
4382. Is yours a cash or a credit business ?—Nearly wholly cash.
4383. How did he contend that those coupons would only cost you 2 \  per cent, or 3 per cent.— 

what was to reduce them from the 5 per cent, which is their nominal cost ?— I could not give you his 
arguments now, any further than that he did his best to induce me to take them, but I  could not sec the 
advantage of it—it was very early in the coupon question, and £ did not take so much interest in it as I do 
at present,
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4384. You have not taken them since ?—Certainly not.
tlrn tnlL4 T8i5' What haS/ied ? 0U 1 t0 takt  T 1’6 interest in them now ?—The discussion in the newspapers, the talk I  hear among other traders, and the fact that my neighbours have them.
„ mwl 4386. What neighbours in your own neigbourhood are distributing coupons ?—There was a man 
from »ettin“ them * 7 ° W oaite me took them, but he is not there n o w - I  am told he barred me

.. .4387;1 The 7 / tem ™  u»t a s»ccess with him ?—No. I  believe three Stlier drapers in Hawthorn 
lem 6ssis. Cai nham, Ileley, and Holder. Holder is pretty near to me, about 200 yards

4388. Has the distribution of coupons by those traders affected your business ?—Not that I  am 
aware of.

4389. Do ) ou expect to feel the pinch in the future ?—I  do not think I will feel it much in Haw­
thorn ; they are not the class of people there who go in for coupons.

4390. You are not in a position to say from your own knowledge what coupons are distributed bv 
your neighbours ?—I have not the slightest idea.

4391. Are there any men in your own business still closer to you than those who are now giving 
coupons?— No, they have come as close to me as they can.

4392. What is the ground of your objection to the system?—I decidedly object to the system. It 
is an unfair competition ; it is another phase of sweating. If  my neighbour can get an advantage over me 
that I  cannot get that is unfair ; it is not fair competition or equal competition.

4393. Do you give discount in your business ?—No, not at all.
4394. Do you think the profits of your business would stand a discount of from 3 per cent, to 5 per 

cent.?—Certainly not.
4395. You would have to increase your prices ?—We would have to get the money back in some

way.
4396. Did any of your neighbours who now have the coupons give cash discounts before they took 

the coupons ?—Not so far as I am aware.
4397. If  they had given cash discounts would you have taken any objection to it ?—I could not 

object to what they do.
4398. Then why do you object to their giving coupons if you do not -object to their giving cash 

discounts ?—A cash discount is a different thing ; any one can give a cash discount; I  can give it if I 
choose, but I  cannot give coupons because I  am barred, so I  cannot meet my rival on the same terms.

4399. I f  your neighbour undercuts, you can also undercut?— Yes.
4400. If  your neighbour advertises, you can do the same ?—Yes.
4401. In the present competition you can meet your opponents with their own Aveapons, except as 

to the coupons ?—Yes.
4402. Did you ever apply for the coupons ?—No, I would not take them ,* I  have never applied for

them.
4403. I f  you found your trade Avas suffering from the coupons, what Avouldyou do ?— I would do 

something else, and that is Avhere the evil comes in, because I  would have to give some other equivalent.
4404. Would you give the coupons?—Not exactly that, though I  have no doubt, if the thing is a 

success, plenty of other societies will start, and those Avho want them will get them, so that the thing will 
be levelled down, and it will mean that the public will have to pay for them ; the money will come from 
the public, not from the traders.

4405. The prices are cut as fine as they can be already ?—Exactly.
4406. You heard what the previous witness said about his percentage. of profit—that he did not 

reckon he made 5 per cent, profit ?—No man makes more than th a t ; he must do remarkably Avell if he 
does more than that.

4407. Your experience in Hawthorn does not differ much from his in Collingwood ?—No, it ranges 
from 3 per cent, to 5 per cent.

4408. Does the same remark apply to “ spiff ” ?—I do not give ‘‘ spiffs.-”
4409. Have you any other objection to the coupon system ?—-I say it is unfair, it is a boycott and 

another phase of sweating. If  one man takes up coupons we haAre to do something to compete with 
him, and that is sweating us unless we take it out of the public.

4410. If  you do not take it out of the public you must take it out of yourselves or out of your 
employes ?—We cannot take it out of the employes, Ave have to stand the brunt of it ourselves ; we can 
reduce expenses and do without hands perhaps, but you cannot ahvays do that, andthetradei would suffer, 
generally speaking. I  do not say I  have suffered yet, in fact, I am sure I  have not.

4411. But the trader will pass his loss on to the public?—He will endeavour to do so, but it is a
difficult matter to do that under the present competitive system.

4412. That is, if yon give the coupons you are faced with the problem of having to get lrom d per 
cent, to 5 per cent, more out of your customers ?— Yes, or else lose that amount. .

4413. I t  would be got from the public in as unostentatious a way as possible . le s , in tact, 1 am 
sure it is taken out of the public from what I have heard. Men now go into the Avarehouse and endeavour 
to get a line of calico that they used to give 4|-d. for, at a lower price, or else get an article of a shade less
Vfllne sav 4d. lower, and sell that to the public at 6d. . . .

’ 4414. One way or another the public must pay for it ?—Yes, a cash discount is a vrery fair thing ;
but a discount where the trader gives 4̂ - per cent, or 5 per cent, while the public only gets 1 per cent, is a

very d iff^ ^  Q0Up0n Company gets the large percentage ?—Yes ; they get 3 per cent, and the public
t 1 ner cent., and the trade pays the 4 per cent. The tradesman's difficulty then is to get that back ; he 

avours to do the best he can, and to the best of his ability he will put it on the shoulders of the public. 
fp.C 6 Qovevnment arc making strenuous exertions to suppress SAveating, and this is simply another phase of 
. 1 d I think they are perfectly justified in taking action in the matter.
1 ’ an 4416. You are a supporter of the Bill which proposes to abolish the system?-—Certainly.

4 4 1 7 . Do you see any gain in the system to the public or the traders ? — There may be a little gain 
et the start $ one man in a locality may have these things while the others have not, so he may have a



temporary advantage, but the others are not going to stand by like a lot of sheep and see him scoop the 
pool ; they will take other measures and endeavour to get the trade back.

4418. B y  3Ir. Coldham .—You say if the cost to the trader is 4 per cent., the company gets 3 per 
cent, of that ?—I think so.

4419. That would mean that in every £100 the company make a profit of £75 ?—Yes.
4420. Suppose for every £100 that they get into their coffers, they furnish goods that cost them 

£55 ?—I do not believe that they do.
4421. If  they start by giving £55 worth of goods for coupons, for which they have got £96, that 

would not be consistent with your view?—No.
4422. Supposing in addition to that they advertise freely throughout the suburbs, that would be an 

additional expense which you have not allowed for at all ?—That is their business ; I  do not know what it 
costs them.

4423. You say their business means a profit of £75 upon every £100—what basis have you for 
making that assertion ?—What it costs them in advertising has to come out of the percentage—it may all 
go in advertising, or it may go into the promoters’ pockets, but it goes—the public do not get it.

4424. The public get £55 worth of goods for the face value of their coupons ?— So they say.
4425. You are not in a position to contradict them ?—I  have seeu instances where I  could contra­

dict them.
4426. Supplied to you by whom ?—By the public ; some of them were my customers.
4427. Did they bring you the articles ?—No.
4428. Have you ever seen any of the articles, and known what price was actually paid in coupons ? 

—I liaVe seen them in the windows.
4429. Do the company sell drapery ?—I  think not.
4430. Are you a judge of electro-plated ware by seeing it through the window ?—I  can tell 

“ Brummy ” stuff pretty well.
4431. Can you tell its value?—Yes.
4432. Have you purchased much of it ?—I  have seen a good deal of it.
4433. And you can judge its value through a shop window ?-—Yes, quite well enough.
4434. If you were purchasing the goods you would not form your opinion of their value by looking 

at them through the shop window ?—Yes, you can tell pretty well, you cannot tell to a fid,
4435. If  you were going to spend your own money, would you form an estimate of the value of the 

goods by looking through the shop window—you are content to attempt to ruin the fortunes of this com­
pany by judging in that way ?—Yes, I  am quite content.

4436. You are quite prepared to give that evidence?—The company is prepared to snuff
me out.

4437. They do not care for you—they have never done you any harm ?— They have not yet, but 
they are prepared to do it.

4438. You do not anticipate that they ever will ?—I  do not say that, you cannot tell what is before
you.

4439. You say you do not anticipate you will have any difficulty in keeping your business together? 
—I  do not think I  will.

4440. Your closest competitors in the street have taken advantage of the system ?—Yes.
4441. How far is Bishop from you ?—Holder is the nearest to me, I  do not know whether Bishop 

takes them.
4442. Is Morrison near you?— Half-a-mile away in Lower Hawthorn.
4443. All those evils you speak of are the result of your imagination, and not of your experience ?— 

I t  is the result of my reading the newspapers, and my general conversation with other people.
4444. As a matter of fact you know nothing of these matters yourself ?—I  cannot speak personally, 

because I  have not got the coupons.
4445. If  a man gives 5 per cent, discount you say that is perfectly legitimate ?—Perfectly, if the

man who is supposed to get it, does get i t ; he can give 10 per cent, if he chooses.
4446. That will not bring about sweating ?— That is his own business.
4447. Do you say that, in your opinion, giving 5 per cent, cash discount would not bring about 

sweating ?— That is.an irrelevant question, the discount is a fair thing.
4448. Wohld you consider that giving o per cent, cash discount would bring about sweating ?—It 

would in my case.
4449. Would you consider that a fair thing ?—No.
4450. Then it would be uufair if you were to give 5 per cent, cash discount ?—I would not think

of doing it. You are speaking of improbabilities.
4451. Supposing the man next to you gave 5 per cent, cash discount, that would be perfectly fair 

on his part ?—Yes, if he gave it in that way.
4452. Even though it might bring about those evils you have indicated ?—If  he gave 5 per cent, he 

would have to do something also ; that is where the effect would come in.
4453. If  the man next door gives 5 per cent, you consider that is perfectly fair?—-Yes, if he gives 

the discount to the customer— that is, it is a fair thing if the giver of the discount gives it direct to the 
individual.

4454. Would it cause sweating if he gave 5 per cent, cash discount, and, if so, in what way ?—If 
he gave 5 per cent, discount it would very likely induce people to go to him in preference to going to his 
neighbours who did not give it. His neighbour then would require either lo do the same thing Or lose 
the trade, and he would be sweated.

4455. The inducement offered to the public to go to the shop of the man who gave 5 per cent. 
wrould bring about sweating 1—'Something akin to it.

4456. And the giving of coupons would have the same effect ?—Yes.
4457. As far as sweating is concerned, there is no difference between the coupon system and the 

cash discount ?—Yes, the difference is this, that whereas 4 per cent, in a cash discount would go into the 
hands of the purchaser, in the case of the coupons the 4 per cent, is divided ; the Coupon Company get 
3 per cent, and the customer only gets 1 per cent.



4458. But as far as sweating is concerned there is no difference between the coupon system and 
the cash discount system ? No, and if the 4 per cent, or the 5 per cent, all went into the purse of the 
public it would be right enough, but these coupon people step in as middlemen and snap up the best part 
of it, so I  think it is an unfair thing.

4459. The coupon people say “ We give the people something, and we give the trader something, 
whereas under the cash discount system the trader gets nothing for his expenditure” ; do you appreciate 
the fact of that difference ?—I do not see it.

4460. 1 on say that if some people give coupons you must give an equivalent in order to keep the 
trade ?—Yes, I  would do so if my trade were going from me.

4461. I  suppose there is no distinction from the retailer’s point of view between a neighbour 
attracting custom by means of the coupons, or by means of a cash discount ?—I should think the public 
would discern the difference.

4462. I  am speaking of you, not of the public. The whole of your objection practically boils dowh 
to your public position as a guardian of the interests of the purchasers ?— Hardly.

4463. You say this is a boycott or a monopoly ?—Yes.
4464. There is nothing to prevent your issuing coupons if you want to ?■—Nothing at all.
4465. You say even if other companies were formed you would not give the coupons, because you 

cut prices so fine ?—Not unless I  was compelled to.
4466. T hat compulsion would be equally upon you whether coupons were given or a cash discount ?

—Yes.
4467. What is your gross profit?— Something under 20 per cent.; nearly 20 per cent.
4468. Is it necessary for you to keep a staff of bookkeepers ?—No.
4469. Do you book any goods ?—Very little.
4470. Do you have to collect accounts ?—I do not collect much ; they come and pay ; they are

good payers.
4471. Your net profit is about 5 per cent.?— Something like that ; it is not over that.
4472. Can you give an idea of how much per cent, you spend in advertising ?—Not more than 2 per

cent.
4473. Do you sell for the same price to cash and credit customers ?—Exactly the same.
4474. Do you make any allowance for bad debts?—I make very few bad debts ; I  make no 

allowance for them.
4475. In  arriving at your net profit you make an allowance for your own services ?—Yes.
4476. Do you make any allowance for the support of your wife and fam ily '(— Yes.
4477. B y  the H on . J. M. D avies.—I suppose your customers pay for the advertising ?—I presume 

they do.
4478. They get nothing for it ?—No, that is part of the expense of running the business.
4479. I  understand that you are a judge of the value of the goods sold by the company ?— 

Generally.
4480. W hat would be the cost of that article— \jianding a ja m  dish to the witness] ?—I  would not 

like to say.
4481. You have given evidence that the company sells goods at 300 per cent, profit; you gave 

that evidence from your own judgment of the value of the articles you saw in the shop windows ?—Yes, 
but I  decline to be trapped into putting a price on that article.

4482. What is your opinion ?—I decline to give an opinion ; I  have no opinion about it.
4483. Then why did you say you could tell the value of the goods sold by this company ? 1 have 

explained that I  know sufficiently for my own information.
4484. I  want to know what, in your own mind, you would value the cost to the company or that 

jam dish at ?—I  would not value it at very much, but I  decline to put a price upon it.
4485. Are you unable to answer ?—Yes.
4486. Then you are not a judge of the value ?—Perhaps I  am not a keen judge.
4487. Are you a judge at all ?—I  am not able to value that as a valuer.
4488.' Are you able to value it at all ?—If  I  were buying it I  would value it.
4489. W hat would you consider a fair retail price if you were buying it ? A couple of shillings ; 

the wholesale price might be one shilling.
The witness withdrew.

A rthur L. Crichton, examined.
4490. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— What are you ?—A baker, carrying on business in Rankin-road

and R a c e c o u r se -r o a d ,  K e n s in g t o n .  wi-mmo-inn and Kensino-ton4491. B y M r. Coldham.—l  b e l ie v e  y o u  are a councillor  of th e  I l e m in g t o n  anti. i i e n s m toton

C ouncil . Yes. a member of the Bakers’ Association ?—Yes.
4493 Wliat is that body ? - I t  is a very old organization, it has been handed down for the last 

, n  It  h a s  developed lately owing to the Victorian Master Bakers’ City and Suburban Assoc,a ton
l ■ defunct previous to that it was more a convivial organization for the enjoyment of goo e ows up.
w 7 f , f a n  association  that does not legislate for the trade, that is, we do not dictate the prtce of bread.

4 4 9 4  How many members are in the association ?—At the outside we do not number o •
T m .  How many master bakers are there round Melbourne ?— When I  was pres,dent of the defunct

, ' i t -  numbered between 450 and 470 members, 
associa have been told that at a certain meeting of the association a resolution was passed con-

,i coupon system ?—I believe it was ; I was not present at the meeting, but at a subsequent
demmng ̂ e  minutes came up for confirmation, I objected to the procedure as it was lriegulai, because
meeting* ^eell given to the trade that such important business was to be discussed, and a resolution 
no no lC . n ight that in future any business of importance to the trade in general should be placed
was cai fc2ce_paper> and not discussed without the members being acquainted with it. When I  was 
nominated at a meeting to attend as a delegate, I  said that I  could not consistently go, as I  was a strong



advocate of the coupon system ; I  found it beneficial both to the seller and the purchaser. I  cited one 
instance where it encouraged a pastry trade along with the bread trade, which is a trade which nearly all 
bakers covet, as there is considerably more profit in the pastry than in bread. The case I  instanced was 
where a lady was in the habit of coming irregularly for goods, but when I  adopted the coupon system, she 
came and asked what I  would serve her for, for cash. I said my price was 4^d. per loaf ; she said—“ I 
will take two buns, and that will bring it up to 6d.” I  gave her the two buns for lid ., which made up the 
6d. and entitled her to a coupon.

4497. W hat is the price for two buns ?—A penny halfpenny.
4498. Did she give you any reason why she took the buns ?— She said—“ This will please my old 

man, because he likes a Scotch bun.” That is all I  said on that subject.
4499. You approve of the system ?—I do, and I  think if the trade in general were to adopt it, they 

would be pounds in pocket at the end of the year.
4500. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Can they all adopt it ?—I think they can—perhaps those in the 

hands of the miller cannot, but the man who has a free hand can buy where he likes, and he can adopt the 
system with profit.

4501. Do you mean that all the confectioners can get the coupons if they like?—There was no bar 
in my case ; a gentleman came into my shop and showed me the advantages to be gained by adopting a 
cash trade. I  saw the advantages and I  adopted the system, and I  have never had occasion to regret it.

4502. Are yon aware that there is a bar in some cases?—No, I  never bothered my head whether 
there was or there was not, it was offered to me and I  readily accepted it.

4503. B y  M r. D ea k in .—You say this system is beneficial to the seller and the purchaser—how does 
it benefit the seller ?—By the increase of cash trade.

4504. Is yours altogether a cash trade ?—U p till lately I  have had too much credit, now it is both 
cash and credit.

4505. I t  increases the cash trade?—Remarkably so.
4506. Does it increase the cash trade with the old customers who were formerly credit customers, 

or does it bring in new customers ?—Both. I have made arrangements with a number of my old customers 
to let them pay me 10s. or £ l  per month of their old account, and for the future to pay me cash.

4507. You have gained a certain amount of cash trade?—My trade on a Saturday over the counter 
has just doubled itself.

4508. What proportion of that trade is from your old customers, and what proportion from new 
people who have-been attracted to your shop ?—I consider more than half of that is my old trade now paying 
cash, the rest is new trade.

4509. Where does the new trade come from ?—I  do not know ; the grocers in our district were 
selling inferior bread lately, and I give a real good loaf of bread, and it is commanding the attention of the 
public more.

4510. Then the increased trade is due to the bread and not to the coupons ?—I  think it is both.
4511. When did you commence giving this superior bread ?—My loaf has always been a good loaf, 

but the millers are giving us an extraordinarily good flour at present.
4512. Since when ?—I  think the millers are buying a better quality of wheat in order to entrap us 

into next season’s buying— the bread during the last three months has been a marked improvement on the 
previous three months.

4513. Is not the grocers* bread made out of the same qualify of flour?—No, I  think they buy 
inferior flour.

4514. Are you prepared to say how far the improved flour is responsible for the improved trade?
1—My neighbours are selling a very inferior loaf just now, and my trade has increased rapidly during 
the last three months.

4515. How much of that is due to the improved quality of the flour ?—I would say one-quarter, 
but that is only a guess.

4516. The new trade that you do was formerly supplied by the grocers ?— That is my opinion.
4517. W hat you have gained they have lost?— Yes.
4518. W hat is the gain of the purchaser ?—They have had to pay me 5d. for their bread, when

it was booked and delivered. I  have three prices for my bread—for cash over the counter it is 4d.;
if I  deliver it by the cart, and get paid on delivery, it is 41,-d.; if I  book it by the week I  charge 5d. 
I  have had those prices ever since I  have had the management of my business, and I  stick to them 
as close as I  can.

4519. I f  your old 5d. customers had bought their bread over the counter they would have saved 
Id. a loaf ?— Yes, if they had given me ready cash— that was always open to them.

4520. That did not attract them so much as the coupons?— No, it would pay me better to give them 
the bread for 4d. over the counter than to charge 5d., and pay for the wear and tear of horses and carts, 
and run the risk of their getting into debt, and never getting out of it— I am pleased to give that 
concession in order to get a cash trade.

4521. You sell now for 4d., and give coupons, so you really sell for less than 4d.?—Yes, but I  can 
afford to do it. I  have got on the right side of the millers.

4522. I t  is due to exceptional circumstances in your buying ?— Yes, perhaps it is.
4523. If you had bought your flour this year at as high a price as last year, would you have 

been able to give that discount ?—No, I  suppose n o t ; but I  make it a practice never to sell a loaf of 
bread unless I  can get a profit out of it.

4524. If you had been charged more for your flour you would have raised the price of the bread 
and given a coupon ?—Yes, but whether I  gave a coupon or not, I would have had to raise the price of
the bread, and say— “ I  cannot afford at the present price of flour to sell for less than 4^d.”

4525. Can you afford to take from 3^ per cent, to 5 per cent, out of your profits ?—I am satis­
fied to do it at the present time.

4526. Supposing the neighbouring grocers and bakers gave coupons too ?—T he grocers are doing
so, and selling bread at 34d., but I  rely upon the quality of my loaf.

4527. Do the neighbouring bakers give coupons ?—Yes, my greatest opponent gives them on a 
larger scale than I  do. He has three carts delivering bread in my neighbourhood every day*



give them. oBards his business, your coupons have not affected the trade ?—No, because we both

what / c t n s i d T r ^ h t ^  g° ‘° the Co" 1>on ComP<l"3r »'"• got for their coupons
4o30. The price of bread fluctuates from year to year ?— Yes.

' £ read 18 y°ur main business ?—Not now, but I rely upon the bread.
relv UDon the n t W l w  *t0 ^  7° U,r bread at a Profit’ y°u cannot afford to sell it at a loss andrely upon the othei business to make up for i t? -N o ,  I would not sell bread at a loss.
to nav the L t  of tlmVe (° ^  aftf r lmyiuS the Aour and making the bread, that will allow you
me 2 ve  cent ^  C°St ?~ lf  1 reckon UP™ “ 7 gross takings they do not cost
could not A t th e m T t l  Sn S0 imUi 6 ^  4d' UP°n which the Public aever ask for coupons, and they
it navs n lb o 7 f  ask’ beTcanse they only buy a loaf at a time. When they purchase 6d. worth
hoM of b e e n n l^  * ^ P 0" ’.because J bavc an increase in the pastry trade which I am covetous to get 
hold of, because there is a bigger profit m it ; they take the odd 2d. in pastry.
t h e  b rea d  J  Cf C ld ate  to giv.e t h is  2  P er cenfc- or 3 per cent, out of your own profits ?—I  sell
a cash transaction receive coupons, and those who do get coupons I  give the benefit of

discount*^" ^ ° U ^  £01ne b̂blS *° balance that ?—I maintain that every man who pays cash is entitled to 

4536. 1 ou get the benefit in the increased trade ?—Yes.
45? 7- ypu all give the same advantages what will be the result?—I  think the public will be 

educated into paying cash rather than this booking system.
4o38. Supposing every tradesman gives coupons, the public has not an unlimited amount of cash ?— 

1 here is no artism  to-day who could not pay cash if he lives within his means.
45o9. The ordinary artisan has only a certain amount of cash, and if all the shops at which he deals 

give coupons how is he to go on?—He will have more money at the end of the year than if he had o-ot 
credit. He has to pay for that credit.

4540. Does he pay anything for the coupons ?—I am satisfied that he does not.
'̂"ou do ncd g ^ e  coupons unless you can afford to give them ?—I think there is an advantage 

on both sides. The man who creates a cash business is able to away with a lot of bookkeeping. In a 
credit business there are books to be bought and bills to be prepared and collected, and it all runs into 
money.

4542. What do the grocers near you sell bread a t?—3^d. There is Mr. Kennedy, Mr. McCall, and 
Mr. Coles I  think two of them, Mr. Coles and Mr. McCall, give coupons.

4543. B y  the Hon. J. M . D avies.—You said certain bakers were in the hands of millers—does that 
mean that they have to pay a bigger price than if they were not in the hands of the millers ?—It is just 
the same as with a man who owes me £3 or £4—I charge him 5d. or 5^d. for his bread, whereas the man 
who pays cash gets his bread for 4-gd. If a man is dealing with a miller and owes him a big sum of money 
the miller charges him the maximum price for his flour.

4544. Do you know that that is so ?—I  do.
4545. You charge 4d. for cash and 5d. for credit, apart from the coupons ; with coupons you still

charge the 4d. cash and give a coupon if they make the purchase up to the value of 6d.?—Yes.
4546. Is your profit sufficiently big to allow you to give that discount in addition to the discount 

for cash, because you allow practically -|d. a loaf for cash ?—Not necessarily so—the extra cost of deliverv 
has to be considered. I  have the man’s wages to pay, the horse to keep, and the cart to maintain. When 
they pay cash over the counter I charge 4d., because I  have only the shop girl or myself to pay,

4547. You charge 4^d. for cash on delivery, and you charge 5d. when credit is given, so you
practically allow ^d. for cash under the same circumstances ?—l^es.

4548. And your profits are sufficiently large to allow you to give a further discount in the shape of 
a coupon ?— Yes.

4549. Do you give coupons when you deliver by the cart if they pay cash on delivery?—N o,I only 
give coupons for cash over the counter.

4550. Although you make Id. difference between that and credit, your profit is sufficient to allow a 
further discount of a coupon ?—Yes.

4551. Does not the flour get good eveiy year at this time?—Yes, the bakers are always able to 
manufacture a good loaf of bread at this time of the year.

4552. There is no difference between this time of the year this year and this time of the year last
year ?—Last year the flour was not up to the standard of this year.

4553. Do you sell through grocers ?— Yes, but they are all high priced grocers—4d. is the lowest 
they charge.

4554. I t  is only a certain class of grocers that sell this inferior bread ?—Yes, the bakers who serve 
those grocers do not covet, as a rule, a private trade ; they serve grocers exclusively.

4555. B y  the Hon. T. Comrie.— What do you mean by being on the right side of the millers ?— 
Booking beforehand when the market is low. I booked this year in January, at a price at which I am now
able to sell at a profit.

4556. Another year the miller might hit you ?— Yes, but I run that risk.
4557. Is not the fact of one man paying more for his flour than another a matter of discount—if

you have good credit you may buy as well as another man, only you do not get discount?—Perhaps not, 
but the day the traveller comes round might be the day before the market rises.

4558. Supposing the market remains stationary, would it not be the difference in discount ?—I  am
not prepared to say. I think the millers have to resort to various tactics in order to get the custom of a
certain class of bakers. I , ,  „

4559. Supposing one man is a good man, but is not able to pay cash, while another man can pay
cash would not the one who can pay cash get the advantage ?—Ŷ es.

’ 4 5 6 O. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— Why do you approve of the system of coupons?—Because it
creates a cash trade, which puts us in a position to pay cash. A gentleman who has been a customer of
mine for a long time had his bread delivered by cart. He said—“ If I  send to the shop for my bread will



I  get the advantage of the coupons ? I said—“ Certainly.” lie  said—“ You might let me have them off 
the cart. 1 said— ‘ fso, I am not going to start it ; I  am going to deliver coupons over the counter, and 
over the counter only. Ho said—“ Then I will send to the shop.” That man used to run up an account 
with me tor ±2 or 4,3, but now I  get his cash every day. It amounts to fully Is. every day, and in that 
respect I reckon it is beneficial to trade.

4561. Has he credit elsewhere ?—He could get credit anywhere ; his account is a good one.
4562. Is there any difference between his cash and his credit in the matter of credit ?—Yes, you 

might have to wait for his money perhaps for two or three months.
4563. How much would that amount to ?—It might be 24s. or 25s. for the three months.
4564. Supposing you had to wait three months for that 24s., wha.t difference would it make ?—If I 

had 100 customers like that it would mean that I  was lying out of my money for three months.
4565. "Would that amount to 5 per cent.?—It might amount to more than 5 per cent. I f  I  can go 

to a miller and say— iC I  can pay cash,” it makes a difference.
4566. Does the miller give you coupons ?—No, but I  would get more discount from him.
4567. Suppose â  miller gave you coupons, would you go to him?—If his flour was good 

enough for me I would give him the preference.
4568. Irrespective of the price?—No.
4569. If the price was the same, and one miller gave you coupons and another did not, you would 

go to the one that gave you coupons ?—Yes.
4570. If this system increases the cash business, do you not think it would also increase the volume 

of credit business ?—No ; I  do not think so, because the public have been educated by this system to know 
that they have been paying through the nose under the credit system.

4571. Suppose the whole business were a credit business, would it not increase the volume of 
trade if the person giving credit were to start giving coupons ?—I  think a man would be an ass who gave 
coupons for a credit account.

4572. Can you imagine a case where two men are struggling for existence in the one centre, and 
one gives coupons and the other does not ?—If  I  were the one who did not give coupons I  would institute. 
a cash discount for all cash purchases of 6d. and over ; I  would not allow him to beat me.

4573. How can you give cash discounts on a credit account ?—I  could not do it on a credit account.
4574. Suppose you and another baker were close to one another and both gave cred it; if the other 

man adopted the coupon system, would not that attract customers to him?—He could do that if he liked, 
but he would soon come to the wall if he gave coupons on a credit account.

4575. Would not that extra 5 per cent, smash him ?—I dare say it would.
4576. But it would not do so if he were doing a cash business ?—No ; because he would have the 

advantage of the ready money.
4577. Are not the profits the same for credit as for cash ?—No, because you have such a risk in 

giving credit ; the odds are 99 to 1 against you, when you give long credit, that you will ever get the 
money back,

4578. You anticipate when you give credit that you are going to get paid ?—Yes, but this land 
boom has^got people so deeply into the books that I  am afraid a good many will never come out.

45/9. 1 our chief reason for approving of this system is that it has increased your business ?—It 
has increased my cash trade ; that is why I  approve of it. I  have more ready money at the end of the 
week than I had before I  adopted the coupons.

4580. Suppose all the bakers in the colony were giving the coupons of the company to thoir 
customers, would it be of any material benefit ?—Yes, because it would encourage a cash trade, which is 
greatly lacking in Victoria. I  think the Coupon Company is to be commended for advertising the system.

4581. Have you estimated what your bad debts would come to ?—During the years 1895 and 1896 
they amounted to over 1 o ]icr cent, on the credit turnover.

4582. Do you sell the best quality of bread ?—I  do.
4583. I t  is possible that other bakers who are competing with you are selling bread of not quite so 

good a quality ?—No, I  think the bakers in our district retail a very creditable loaf of bread.
4584. The second quality of bread that you refer to is being sold by grocers ? Yes.

^10SG grocers give coupons ?—My neighbour does not give coupons. I  do not know what 
the quality of the bread is that Mr. Coles gives—he gives the coupons very largely—I think he is retailing 
a \e iy  fan aveiage loaf of bread. I  will not say it is the best bread, but it is a very fair average.

4586. Do you think the public can discriminate between bread which is the best and bread which 
is not the best ? I  do. I  think they are the best judges of the bread, and they will soon let you know if 
your bread is off in any way.

What is tl,e difference between a good loaf and a bad loaf, is it whiter, or a better flour?— 
marked difference between the two loaves is that the inferior loaf eats very clammy and close.

4588. Is that not an accident in the baking ?—Atmospheric changes will come into the baking 
sometimes, ami will upset a batch of bread made from the best flour, but we have no control over that.

4589. L y  the Hon. G. Godfrey.—You approve of this system because it encourages a cash trade ?—
I do. °

4590. Are your customers principally of the artisan class ?—They are.
4591. Does the coupon system, in addition to benefiting you by encouraging a cash trade, benefit 

the purchasers by encouraging them to save the small coupons? Yes.
4592. W ould they save small sums in cash discount as they do with the coupons ?—I  think so, 

tit icr a\ it i cash 01 coupons they would be able to buy cheaper—the man who sells for cash can sell cheaper 
than the man who sells for credit.

459-3. Do you think the coupons encourage thrift as against the actual cash ?;—I do not know that 
icy to , but I know instances where people have beautified their homes, and they would not have got 

t lose necessaries or luxuries if it had not been for the coupon system.
4594. I hey have been able to purchase things to beautify their houses that otherwise they would 

not have been able to buy ?—Yes.
4595. L y  the Hon. D . M elv ille .— These luxuries come from the baker ?—Yes, but he gets a 

corresponding benefit in cash.



i n v i 459®' I s th” e. any 1,onefii; ,in f  "™rki"g man filling liis house with that sort of thing ?—Every
c onto , tf *° r Vr  mg,3, ,0nt 1,18 home ”B *Jeautiful as possible, and these things have a tendency tocicato a better feeling m the home. ° J

a?q1‘ nX tJ\e V 0'1' W\ Knox— flow many coupons do you distribute ?—About 120 per week.
J q o  t  i t  ?'rS aie m an excePtlonal position in the small amounts of their accounts ?—'Yes. 

n  m yo,u an excePtlonal witness in favour of cash as against credit ?— Yes. 
is £ 7  U y°U Say the Cash F 'ice °f floUr is at Present ?—According to the A rg u s  to-day it

a rn J ’ iT hat dltl yon Pa,y am not prepared to give that information. 
a in i n n " ,  ow! ™an7  *oaves are there in a ton of flour ?—The man who gives the public an honest 

ead vand many cases the baker retails the bread at 41bs. loz. to be on the safe side) will 
t>et oo^ loaves out of a 200-lb. bag of flour.

4603. You allow a considerable margin between cash over the counter and credit ?— Yes, but for
many of my customers who pay me monthly I  have to deliver the bread for 4^d.—the 5d. customers are 
long standing credit.

4604. You give it for 4d. over the counter, and you also give a coupon, so it is 4d. less 5 per cent.? 
—JNo, I  maintain it is not more than 2ly per cent, at the outside, because a number of people take bread 
who do not ask for a coupon.

4605. You admit that the bakers’ trade is exceptional in that particular, it is a great advantage to 
j our tiade to get cash over the counter ?—Yes, the wear and tear is so great with the carts.

4606. B y  the Hon. D. H am .— The lowest price that you give jrour bread out for is 4d.?—Yres.
4607. You pay cash for the coupons ?—I  do.
4608. Is there any other baker in your district who is selling bread for less than 4d. ?—Not to my

knowledge ; the grocers do.
4609. B y  the Hon. D . M e lv ille .—Do you only distribute about 6s. worth of coupons in the week ?

■ From 6s. to 8s. worth, but it has wonderfully increased in the last two months.
4610. IIow much did you start w ith?—I was four months getting rid of 200 coupons. The grocers 

and the butchers in my locality adopted them then, and my coupon distribution gradually increased, and it 
is now daily increasing.

4611. All this new business that you have got came out of this 6s. worth of coupons per week ?— 
Yes ; in the last three months it has gone up fully 15 per cent, to 20 per cent.

4612. B y  the Hon. D . H am .— The inducement to you to take up this system is the cash trade you 
get ?— l res, that is my consideration.

4613. You consider it pays you?—Yes ; it does.
4614. I t  pays you in enabling you to pay the miller cash instead of taking credit ?—-Yes ; but I  

have never been in the hands of the miller ; I  have always paid cash, or got my discount at the end of the 
month. This system ought to be an inducement to every tradesman to encourage a cash connexion. The 
system of giving credit for such small amounts, and extending that credit over such long periods, is the 
cause of many good men going wrong in the baking trade. I  consider the baking trade gives more credit 
than any other trade.

4615. W hat do you pay for your coupons ?—2s. 6d. per 100.
4616. Those coupons return to the company from whom you got them ?—Yes.
4617. Instead of paying the parties who have the coupons cash, they give them articles ?—One of 

my customers showed me a pair of field-glasses that she had got from the company for a full book, worth 
25s. She took it into a Bourke-street shop—I  think it was Gaunt’s ; she happened to see a pair that she 
thought was about the same in the shop, and they told her the price was 25s, I  cannot say whether it 
was of the same quality or not.

4618. You think through the distribution of these coupons you get a benefit in your trade?—Yes,
I  would not adopt the system if I  did not think I  was getting a corresponding benefit, and I know in three 
instances at least the parties were more than satisfied with the return they got.

4619. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—A cash buyer can buy better than one who buys on credit ?—
I  think that is accepted all over the world.

4620. Do you not think if the people received a cash discount instead of the coupons it would be 
better ?—Perhaps so, but the Coupon Company must exist, and it must receive a great deal of credit for 
bringing about a revolution in the small traders’ history, that is to say, creating more of a cash trade.

4621. B y  M r. Cold ham.— YTou say that you consider in your purchases this year you hit the 
miller. Assuming that the miller had hit you would you still maintain the difference between your cash
prices and your credit prices ?—I  would never sell a loaf unless I  could make a profit.

4622. Suppose the miller had struck you, would you still maintain the difference between your cash 
and your credit prices?— Certainly, I  would recognise that the sooner I  got out of the difficulty the bettci, 
and I  would get out of it better by getting cash than by giving credit.

4623. Do you know any way by which the public could get a cash discount upon a sixpenny
purchase ?— I t  would cause a great deal of confusion. .

4624. Suppose a person bought sixpence Avorth over your counter, I i o a v  could you give him a cash
discount?— It Avould be impracticable at the present time, I  think. .. 1 .

4625. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Could not cash coupons be issued ?—It would entail a great deal
of labour which is done awav with by the Coupon Company taking the responsibility.

4626. Could not coupons be issued to be paid in cash?— Then you Avould have to keep a record,
and there would be the sorting them out and the counting them back again. I t  I  proposed to give a cas i
discount on every sixpenny purchase, I  would have to give a ticket, and, when they amounted to £1 the 
people would have to bring them back to me in order to get the equivalent, and it would entail all hat 
extra labour on the tradesman to count them, hand them out, and keep an account of the coupons he had
aiven out. , .

4627. B y  M r. DeaJcin.— Y on  have to keep an account of the other coupons ?—Ao, they are all on a
sh ee t; you have simply to tear them out and have done Avith them.



Richard Edwards, examined.
4628. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— W hat are you ?—A canvasser for the Co-operative Coupon 

Company.
4629. B y  M r. C o ldh am .—  Did you make purchases of articles in Ballarat under instructions from 

Mr. Shattock, the manager of the company ?— Yes.
4.630. Is that pickle jar, marked “ No. 23,” one of the articles you purchased ?—Yes.
4631. This is the receipt for it from Cohen and Company of B allarat—[producing the .same] ?—Yes.
4632. Arc they a leading firm in Ballarat ?—Yes ; the price is 10s. 6d.
4633. Did you also purchase this cruet in Ballarat ?— Yes, from Mr. McKee, one of the leading 

men in Ballarat.
4634. W hat did you pay for that ?— 12s. 6d.
4636. Did you also buy this six-bottle cruet from him, marked “ No. 22 ? ”— Yes.
4636. What did you pay for it 15s.
4637. B y  M r. D eak in .—Why did you go to Mr. McKee for one article and Mr. Cohen for the 

other ?—I  was asked to get -as near a fae-simile of the articles we were selling in the shop as possible, and 
these were the nearest I  could get.

4638. B y  M r. Coldham .— Which of these two butter dishes did you purchase ?— The one marked 
“ No. 24.” I purchased it from Harry Davies and Co.; he is a leading man in Ballarat. I  paid 12s. 6d. 
for it.

4639. B y  the Hon. J . M. D a v ie s .—You went to purchase an article similar to the cruet on the 
table, did you go to more than one shop ?— I went to four shops.

4640. Did you see a similar article in any shop except the one from which you purchased it ?— 
No, that was the nearest I could see to it ; the others were more expensive, ranging from 15s. to 25s.

4641. Did you go and pick out the first shop where you could get a similar article ?—No, I  saw it
marked 12s. 6d., and I went in and bought it. I  got it in the third shop that I  went to.

4642. Did that apply to all your purchases ?— That applied all round.
4643. B y  the Hon. T. Com rie— Uid the people get coupons at the shops where you bought these 

articles ?—No.
4644. B y  the Hon. J . M. D a v ie s .—Did you pay cash ?—I did.
4645. Did you ask for any discount?—I did not.
4646. B y  the Hon. D . H a m .—Did you try to beat them down ?—No, he said that was the lowest

price.
4647. B y  the Hon. J. M. D avies.— Were" these dents in it when you bought i t? —It is just as I  

bought it. He said that was the lowest price, and I took it.
4648. B y  M r. D eak in .—Did he know who you were ?—No.
4649. B y  the Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse.—Do I understand that, in your opinion, these two cruets are 

identical ?—As near as I could get ; I  do not think that they are exactly alike. I could not say which is 
the best. I do not pretend to be an expert.

4650. What did you do with the article when you bought it?— I brought it to the office of the 
company, in Sturt-street, Ballarat.

4651. How long did it remain there ?— One day.
4652. Was it cleaned ?—I  do not think so ; I  did not clean it.
4653. Have you examined these articles at all to see what is the difference ?—No, I had no time to 

examine them.
The 'witness withdrew.

Joseph D. Bailey, further examined.
4654. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— You are the buyer for the Coupon Company ?—Yes.
4655. Have you had any experience in the old country ?—Not in E.P.-ware. My only experience 

has been in the colony. I  should say I  have had five or six years’ experience in the colony.
4656. Have you bought for six years ?—I  have both bought and sold.
4657. When you sold did you know the wholesale price of the goods ?—Yes.
4658. W hat experience had you in the old country ?—I have been in earthenware and china since

I  was eight years of age.
4659. Prior to the Coupon Company, whom were you with ?—In  the old country I  was with Ralph 

Hammersley and Sons.
4660. Did you serve your apprenticeship ?■—W ith the crockery ware.
4661. Whom were you with here ?—Alfred Fenton and Sons.
4662. You were not their buyer ?—No, Mr. Fenton was his own buyer. I did all the local 

purchasing—that is the colonial-made goods.
4663. Have you any opportunity of seeing the English invoices of the goods ?—Yes, I have every 

opportunity.
4664. B y  M r. C oldham .— Have you compared these two pickle jars ?—Yes.
4665. Are they identical as to make and value ?— They are the same make and the same value ; 

there is a slight difference, but they are by the same makers.
4666'. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—Is there no difference in the tongs ?—Yes, but that makes no 

difference ; it does not cost any more.
4667. B y  M r. C oldham .— The price is the same?— Yes.
4668. Do you know the wholesale price of your own article ?—Yes, the wholesale price to us is

6s. 6d.
4669. B y  M r. D ea k in .— What discount is there ?—None for local purchase.
4670. B y  the ITon. J. M. D a v ie s .—It is bought in the colony ?—Yes, from, one of the Melbourne 

merchants, less the usual 2 \  discount for monthly payment.
4671. W hat would it have cost you to get it into your shop if you had indented it yourself ?— 

I  should say about 15 per cent, less, but I  should have to indent a quantity to do that, at least twelve 
dozen.



4672. On the E.P.-ware there is no trade discount in the colony ?—No, not outside the 2-| per cent, 
foi cash, there is no trade discount outside that in the colony ; sometimes the goods are net, it depends 
upon what the line is, and how the goods are bought. I  do not believe that we ever get more than 3 per 
cent. &

4673. B y  the Hon. T. Comrie.—Is it not usual to get a trade discount in the colony ?—No.
4674. B y  M r. Coldham .—Are these two jam dishes of the same make and value ?—I should say 

they are.
4675. W hat does this jam dish cost you ?—I  cannot trace the line, but I  should say it is worth 

6s. 6d. wholesale. We have redeemed that for 395 coupons or about 10s., and the pickle jar.
4676. Do you redeem the same article at a different price in Melbourne and Ballarat ?—We have

to put the freight on.
4677. Three hundred and ninety-five coupons is the redeeming price in Melbourne ; what would it 

be in Ballarat ?—Half a book.
4678. W hat would be the redeeming price of this jam dish in Melbourne ?—350 coupons.
4679. Comparing the two four-bottle cruets, is the Ballarat article of equal value with your 

article ?—Not in its present condition.
4680. Is it the same class of ware ?—No, the Ballarat article is triple, and ours is quadruple.
4681. W hat difference in price does that imply ?—Very little difference, they are by the same makers.
4682. W hat is the wholesale price of this article to you ?—It stands us in 6s., and we retail it 

for 395 coupons in Melbourne. I  do not think Ballarat has had any of these articles.
4683. Have you got dockets in regard to past transactions, showing the prices ?—Yes ; these are

the documents— [produ cin g  the same'].
4684. B y  the Hon. the Chawm an.—Will there be any objection to producing the invoices from the 

warehouses ?—No, not the slightest.
4685. B y  M r. Coldham .—From your invoices do you put private marks upon your goods ?—Yes.
4686. B y  the Hon. J. M. D avies.—The cost mark means the actual cost to you without any charges 

added ?—Yes ; the cost to us less 2 \  per cent.; it is the exact price from the merchant to us ; we charge 
nothing for storage, carriage, or anything else.

4687. B y  M r. Coldham .—Is that information to be found upon all the goods in your store-rooms 
to-day ?—Yes.

4688. B y  the Hon. J . M . D a vie s .—What is the cost price of that cruet ?—7s. 6d.
4689. W hat do you sell it for ?— 12s. 6d. ; and I  will defy any one to do better. That is No. 4489.
4690. B y  M r. Coldham .— We have had it from Mr. Edwards that he paid W. McKee 15s. for this 

article, No. 22 ; looking at your own article marked “ No. 2,” what is the difference in value between 
them ?—The cost value is identical.

4691. W hat do you retail yours for ?—445 coupons in Melbourne, that is 11s.; in Ballarat it would 
be half a book.

4692. I t  has been said that these coupons are collected by children and servants ; do you see the 
people who come in there day after day to redeem coupons ?— Yes ; I  am always there in the afternoon 
when the goods are being redeemed.

4693. W hat class of people come in to redeem them ; are they children and servant-maids or heads 
of houses ?—They are all married women from what I  can see. Everybody signs the book, and nine-
tenths sign themselves “ Mrs.”

4694. B y  the Hon. J. M. D avies.—You do not charge the same proportion of profit on goods dis­
posed of in Ballarat all the way through ?—Not in all cases.

4695. In  one case there is the difference between 350 and 39o coupons, and in another between 395 
and 495 coupons ; is that fair to the Ballarat people ?—Yes, I  consider it is a fair charge to make, fiom my 
knowledge of Ballarat. I  simply go from what I  have seen at Ballarat at different times.

4696. Assuming they pay 20 per cent, more in Ballarat than in Melbourne, that does not account 
for the variation of your excess ?—Many of the goods that we send to^Ballarat are charged exactly what 
they cost us in Melbourne, but there are some cases where an article will stand m my estimation perhaps
50 coupons, and another may stand 100 coupons. „ or. „

4697. Can you account for the difference between your jam jar that you sold for 39o coupons in 
Ballarat, and the one that was bought for 7s. 6d. ?—I  was above the price there ; I  presume I  was ou o

^  S 4698. Have you the article that you gave in addition to the pickle jar for the 12s. 6d. ? No, the
lady has got that. . , , 7

The w itness withdrew.

A djourn ed  to Tuesday next, a t half-past E leven  o'clock.

TU ESD A Y , 28th NOVEM BER, 1899.

M embers p re sen t:
The Hon. Lieut.-Ooh Sir F. T. S abgood , in the Chair ;

The Hon. A. 0 . Sachse, 
The Hon. D. Ham,
The Hon. G. Godfrey, 
The Hon. D. Melville.

The Hon. J . M. Davies,
The Hon. T. C. Harwood,
The Hon. T. Comrie,
The Hon. W. Knox,

Percy M. Scott, further examined.

4699. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcm.— Do you from ^hH ate  of

1 8 9 8  • in South Australia, November, 1898 ; and in New South Wales in about Januaiy of tin , yeai.



4700. In  each case this gives the result up to June of this year ? Yes.
4701. Has it been filed ?—I t  is being filed to-day.
4702. The telegram that was sent to Sydney included also a list of shareholders, the number* of 

shares held by each, and the amount paid thereon ; do you produce that information ?—I can do so ; I  
will send for it.

4703. In  this balance-sheet, under the head of liabilities, you have “ Coupons outstanding,” which 
you rate at 16s. per 1,000—these you sell at 25s. per 1,000 ?— T hat is correct.

4704. And you have received 25s. per 1,000 ?—Yes, we estimate the liability at 16s. per 1,000 in
goods.

4705. But, as a matter of fact, you have had the extra 9s. in cash ?— We have.
4706. W hat has become of that asset ?— T hat asset is fully accounted for in the balance-sheet.
4707. You only take them as a liability of 16s., although you have sold them at 25s. ?— Yes. When 

I was in Sydney we had proper advice upon the question, and everything has been dealt with in a business 
way. I  myself saw the manager of the Co-operative Coupon Company in Sydney. We waited on the 
Income T ax Commissioner and produced two balance-sheets, one showing a liability of 25s. per 1,000, and 
the other a liability of 16s. per 1,000, and after some discussion, with the full information before him, he 
said that the correct balance-sheet to submit and file with*his Department was our estimate of what it 
would cost us to redeem that liability. Mr. Spiller is the gentleman I  refer to.

4-708. You have an item down here, “ Advances by shareholders, £607,” what are we to understand 
by that ?—That is repayable; it is a loan.

4709. B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies.—I notice that you have got under the assets, “ Goodwill, con­
tracts, leases, £7,500.” You were asked if the whole of that £7,500 was expended, and you said you did 

-not think the whole sum was expended, so I  understood a portion of it was tangible assets at that time— 
was a portion of that £7,500 tangible assets, or was it all for goodwill ?— A  portion of it was for tangible 
assets at that time.

4710. Where are those tangible assets now ?—In  the goods account, I  assume.
4711. You have written up the goodwill?—No, we have not.
4712. I f  you paid £7,500 for goodwill, goods, and fixtures, or anything else, and you now put 

down goodwill alone for £7,500, you must have w ritten up the goodwill ?— T hat is the original amount of 
goodwill.

4713. I  understood you to say you paid £7,500 for goodwill and some assets. Now you put down 
£7,500 for goodwill alone. I f  that be so, you must have w ritten up the goodwill?—T h e  goodwill in this 
particular case was principally the value of this particular system when it was introduced.

4714. Now you put down £7,500 entirely for goodwill?—Entirely so.
4715. Did you pay £7,500 entirely for the goodwill, or did you pay it for goodwill, plus assets?— 

Plus whatever assets there were.
4716. Then, if you now put down £7,500 for goodwill alone, you must have written up the good­

will, because you have no assets to represent the £7,500 ?— On that I  cannot give you any further 
information than there is in the balance-sheet.

4717. Did you get anything else besides goodwill, contracts, and leases originally for the £7,500 ? 
—I  believe we did.

4718. In  the balance-sheet you put down £7,500 for goodAvill, contracts, and leases only ; therefore, 
if you got something else at the time you bought, you must have written up this item ?—Yes. W hat you 
say is correct.

4719. The other assets would be put down in this balance-sheet either under fixtures, goods, or 
book debts ?—The assets of a tangible kind were not worth, much ; but the information we got in regard 
to this system and its working was worth a considerable amount.

4720. You either paid £7,500 for goodwill, contracts, and leases only, or else you have written up 
that item ?— Yes, but only to a very small amount. I  do not say the tangible assets were very much.

4721. You put coupons outstanding a t 16s. per 1,000 ; does that mean that when you redeem 
those coupons you will make a profit of 9s. per 1,000 ?— That is w hat we estimate.

4722. In  making that estimate have you allowed anything for the cost of redeeming them, such as 
the rent of premises and the actual distribution ?—Nee

4723. T hat is the difference between the cost price of the goods to you, and the price which the 
coupon holders will pay to you for those goods?—T hat is so ; but out of that 9s. we have to pay all 
expenses, such as advertising and conducting the business.

4724. You have allowed nothing for that ?—I t  comes out of the gross profits.
4725. You put them down at 16s. per 1,000, assuming that you paid that 9s. to-day ?— Yes.
4726. You have allowed nothing for the cost of counting over the coupons, and delivering over the 

articles ?— N othing whatever.
4727. There is an item “ Book debts, £3,101 Is .;” does that mean that you sold coupons on 

credit, and that amount is owing to you by the purchasers of those coupons ?-—Yes ; it means also that a 
great portion of that £3,101 book debts is for coupons held at the present time in the hands of the 
tradesmen, which may ultimately be returned. I  draw your attention to that point, because with the 
figures I  have given you you may estimate that the total amount of coupons outstanding, so far as the 
company is concerned, is in the hands of the public, but I  say that a large amount of that £3,101 is 
represented by coupons in the hands of tradesmen, who, in the event of their not distributing them, will 
return them to the company, and their accounts will be credited with the amount they return.

4728. You take them on the one side at 16s. a 1,000, and if they are returned to you you will 
have to write off 25s. per 1,000 ?— T hat is so.

4729. So until these coupons are disposed of by your customers you have not made the profit 
between 16s. and 25s.?—No, our profit is only an estimate, and it is shown on our balance-sheet as an 
estimate. YVe estimate that £3,101 worth of coupons will be distributed to the public, so I  consider that 
estimate is correct.

4730. W hat is “  Bonus on lease, £ 1 0 0 ” ?—T hat is the purchase of the lease.
4731. Since you formed the company ?— Y e s; it refers to premises in Swanston-street, of which 

we bought the lease.



4732. “ Deposit account, rent, £ 1 1 0 ”—what is that ?—The same thing.
4 <33. “ Fixtures, £980 are those new fixtures since you formed the company ?—They are all

4734. ‘ Goods, £8,035 9s. Id. —is that actual cost price to the company ?—Yes.
4735. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—The trade discount would he taken off ?—Decidedly ; it is the 

actual cost to us.
4736. B y  the Hon. J. M . Davies.— “ Salaries, £3,610 ”—how many employes does that represent ?

I t  coyeis a good number of employes from time to time. Included in that amount is the cost of
canvassing, employing a number of outside men in addition to the regular canvassers in the first 
place.

473/. Does that include the directors’ fees ?—Yes ; it includes everything.
4738. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—Those extra men that you required in the initiation of the 

company will not be required in the future ?—No, they are not at present in our employ ; the initial 
expenses in a company of this kind are exceedingly heavy, and in this balance-sheet the whole of the 
initial expenses are debited to the first year’s expenses, which does not therefore show a very good result j 
but we consider it satisfactory because we expected to made a loss on the first year’s trading. We are 
working up a connexion, and now we can go on on a satisfactory basis.

4739. B y  the Hon. J . M. D avies.—The result of this balance-sheet is that, even allowing that you 
have made a profit on the unredeemed coupons, you have lost £2,265?—That is so.

4740. That is in establishing the business ?—Yes ; in Victoria we have been established for fifteen 
months, and the initiation expenses were exceedingly heavy; subsequently to that we had to incur initiation 
expenses in Ballarat, where it has only been running for eight months up to June 30th ; in Gfeelong, where 
it has only been running for eight m onths; in Adelaide, where it has been running for seven months; and in 
Sydney, where it has been running for six months. The whole of the initiation expenses have been 
debited to the first year’s business, and seeing that we have only conducted our business in several of our 
branches for six months we are quite satisfied with the results that are shown, viz., that we have lost 
£2,265, which we consider very satisfactory.

4741. I  notice that this company was registered in New South Wales, and yet you say you have 
only been doing business in New South Wales for six months, while you have been doing business in 
Victoria for nearly fifteen months ?—That is so.

4742. W hat was the object of registering in New South Wales ?—We were going to conduct our 
business in New South Wales at once, but there was an opposition company there that had already started, 
and we considered it better to come to Victoria where we would be first in the field, and where we might 
push on the first of our operations to a more successful issue than by opening in a place where there was 
competition.

4743. Do you know whether the Victorian Companies Act of 1896 had anything to do with your 
deciding to register in New South W ales?—No, I know nothing of the registration either here or in New 
South Wales.

4744. Here is an item, “ Advertising, £2,462 ”— is that advertising in the newspapers?—It  is adver­
tising in several forms—advertising, stationery, and printing should be taken together. I think that in 
one or two branches certain amounts that have been charged to stationery, advertising, and printing should 
be transposed, if you take these amounts together, making a total of something over £3,000, you would 
get a more correct statement. That particular item refeis to printing and publishing directory books, 
advertising in newspapers, show cards, posters, advertising on hand-bills, programmes, and that sort of 
thing.

4745. “ Discounts, £510 ”—are those 4 per cent, discounts ?—Yes, for coupon purchases.
4746. “ Purchase of goodwill of the Trading Stamp Company, £215 2s. 6d.”—what was that ?—  

The purchase of another company that we absorbed. I t  was a rival company that was i turning in S) dney 
and Adelaide at that time. They were not. doing a veiy good business, and we bought them out. We 
said— « We will take over the whole of your liabilities and take over the stock /’ _ That is the debit balance 
on that account; we redeemed all their coupons. W e did not carry on their business, we simply absoibed
it  into our ovrn. . ,

4747. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— I assume that a certain number of those coupons never come back 
to you at all ?— I do not assume that. I  said when I  gave my evidence before that I  estimated that 95 per 
cent, of the coupons wzould be redeemed. Having regard to the number of coupons outstanding at the 
present time, that may seem a very big quantity, but you must understand that m a business like this, as 
we only redeem in quantities of 500 and upwards, coupons issued to-day we do not expect to redeem for 
from four to six months. The coupons that were issued when we first began business in Victoria did not 
begin to comeback for redemption until about four months afterwards, therefore we really expect always 
to have a certain liability in the hands of the public, and that accounts for there being such a large quantity 
unredeemed. I  may say the number of coupons being redeemed now' is quite equal to the output of coupons
four months ago.

4748. Can you identify the coupons ?—No.
4749. A r e  the coupons numbered ?— Yes. . „ , .
4750 Do they come back in a uniform manner or a consecutive manner. ISo ; they are issued to

certain traders, and they are collected by various people, so they are sure to be m.xed up. We prov.de 
them with a book in which to paste the coupons, so as to keep them m °^er-

4-751 Where do you get the consecutive numbers from ?— Ilia t is a private maik.
4759 T o-other that you do not estimate anything to your profit from the number of coupons that 

are taken by ebfldren X »  who do not complete the book ? _ I  said that 9o per cent, of the whole of

the ctmP°™ formdthat^estimate ?—I  do not form an opinion by actual results, I  merely say

I  b e l i e v e ^  ^  rea80n for supposing so ?— Only that the coupons are collected so very
rirefully and, seeing that the public are provided with books to paste them in at once, I  assume that not 
jnore than 5 per cent, will be lost—it is merely a rough estimate, and I  cannot give any data for arriving 
at that conclusion.
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4755. I f  a person said only 70 per cent, or 80 per cent, would be redeemed, would you contradict 
him ?—I  cannot consider it as a question worth discussing. I  believe that 95 per cent, will be redeemed. 
We run our business on business lines, and we do not look to any such loss for our profits.

4756. Have you any hidden suspense account ?—No.
4757. Do you not estimate the 5 per cent, as a suspense account ?—No ; it is a matter that it will

be impossible to get any information upon until we have carried on business for a very much longer
period. We cannot say how many are lost, but we think the number will be very small.

4758. B y  the Hon. T . C. H arw o o d .—Have you any idea how many coupons issued in the first
three months are still outstanding?—No, we do not keep any check.

4759. But you numbered them ?—Yes, they have what we call series numbers ; a series of so many 
thousand coupons would have a particular number.

4760. You begin with No. 1 ?— The series numbers run consecutively, but the coupons are not 
numbered exactly consecutively.

4761. When a coupon comes in for redemption you do not know whether it was issued a week ago 
or fourteen months ago ?—No.

4762. Is there anything in your books to show that ?— Yes, each of our directory books is issued in 
a particular edition, and the first edition coming in leads us to suppose that the coupons collected in that 
odition were issued at the time that edition was in circulation.

4763. Does that lead you to the conclusion that those coupons issued first are coming in first?— 
Yes, it is information on that p o in t; we are satisfied of that.

4764. B y  the Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse.— How many would you issue to an ordinary firm?—One firm 
would not have more than 10,000 in their possession at one time, as a rule.

4765. Supposing a fire occurred at a store, and all your coupons were burnt, what would happen ?— 
As a matter of fact we have had fires occur at coupon stores, and the tradesmen have come to us and said 
a certain number of coupons were burnt, and we have replaced them. T hat really should be covered by 
the insurance policy ; but when they have come to us and said certain coupons were burnt, we have replaced 
them. They never would be presented, and therefore it should be our liability.

4766. Suppose they were insured with the general stock ?—That is a matter for the insurance 
company ; if a tradesman says certain coupons were burnt, wo know7 those coupons will not be presented, 
so we replace them.

4767. Has that occurred with you ?— Yes, to a small extent.
4768. B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies .—You run the risk of their not having been burnt ?— Yes.
4769. B y  the Hon. D . M e lv ille .— Do you say that £9,476 is the total outstanding liability for 

coupons ?—That was the liability on June 30th ; that wras the number that had not been presented for 
redemption.

4770. Is that the total number in circulation?— Yes, less those in the hands of the traders.
4771. Do you mean that you had less than £10,000 vrnrth of coupons out altogether on the 30th of 

Ju n e  last ?— That is all.
4772. Taking this entry on the other side of profit and loss, “ Estimated profit on outstanding 

coupons, £5,331 11s. fid.”—is that the profit you estimate on this entry ?—Yes.
4773. Is that estimated on the difference between 16s. and 25s. per 1,000, or how7 is it made?—The 

estimated profit on outstanding coupons is based on their being redeemed at 16s.
4774. £9,476 is the total outstanding on the 30th June, is that £5,331 11s. 6d. the estimated profit 

on that am ount?—I t  is the estimated profit upon outstanding coupons.
4775. Is that first entry for outstanding coupons correctly put in ?—Yes, it is correctly put in that 

first entry as a liability.
4776. You have estimated on the 30th June of this year that out of that sum you are to make or 

have made a profit of £5,331 11s. 6d.?—Not out of that sum. The coupon liabilities are estimated at 16s. 
per 1,000, but if you estimate the coupon liability at 25s. per 1,000, you will find it comes out a very much 
larger amount, and on that larger amount wre estimate to make a profit on outstanding coupons of 
£5,331 11s. 6cl.

4777. You have an outstanding liability of £9,476 according to your estimate ; you then put the 
company dowrn as having made £5,331 11s. 6cl., although you have not actually made it ?—Yes, but there 
is a slight error made in bracketing together the statement of liabilities and assets with the profit and loss 
account. Of necessity, being £9,476 at 16s.—at 25s. it would be 9s. per 1,000 more, and it would be 
something like £14,000.

4778. Why have you not put it in the ordinary way—you sell at 25s., that is the debit, and the 
credit would be the estimated profit on that debit ; why is that put in that peculiar w ay—if you sell at 
25s. why do you not put the figure at 25s. and calculate your estimated profit on th a t?—I believe it is 
correct to put it as it is.

4779. Why do you put it at anything else than what you sell it at ; if you have sold coupons at 
25s. per 1,000, wrhy do you not say straight out what you have sold them at, and on the other side put 
your estimated profit ; that balance-sheet is not correct according to my reading of it ?— The balance- 
sheet is correct.

4780. B y  the Hon. J. M. D a v ie s .—£9,476 and £5,331 would comprise the outstanding coupons at 
25s. ?— T hat is so.

4781. You put down 16s. of that as a liability, and the other 9s. as a profit ?—-Yes.
4782. The tw7o together make up the 25s.?—Yes, that is so, less 4 per cent, discount. The state­

ment as shown in this balance-sheet is perfectly correct.
4783. I t  is incorrect, inasmuch as you sell at 25s., and you put it down in your balance-sheet at 

16s.?— We put it under the liabilities at 16s.
4784. Is it not a fact that you sell at 25s., and put it dowm in this balance-sheet at 16s.?—Yes, that 

is a fa c t ; it is a mere matter of bookkeeping, but that balance-sheet is perfectly correct, and is properly 
drawrn up, inasmuch as the liability in the hands of the public will only cost us 16s., and I  do not think we 
should put that liability dowrn at the issue value.

4785. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—You put down £3,101 for coupons still in the hands of your 
buyers ; how7 do you arrive at that ; do you get a return from them on the 30th of June ?— We have a



Wp k°°hkeeping, and when coupons are issued on credit they are charged up to the people ;
thof hovo l  ̂ Cr  ?■ ?'?  £°iug round every week, and they collect certain sums of money for the coupons 
that have lecn.d.stnhuted dm-mg the past weelt, ami leave mo,-e coupons.

. ia 18 * 16 balance unpaid ; it does not follow it is the balance unissued ?—No ; if you ask
Tmmla + °U-i aU c ̂ act estima(e as to that £3,100, 1 should say not more than £2,000 worth are in the
hands of the traders ; the others are in the hands of the public

/, ’ y°u have made of the total number of coupons issued and redeemed, it
£93 Kdo 9 ° \G , October, 1899, you issued for Victoria 194 millions of coupons, representing

23,o42, and you redeemeu 8,183,000, representing £10,000, so there is still £13,000 owing by you to the
Tn "N T * c f nstralla. y°u issned 4,000,000, and redeemed 1,000,000, leaving a balance of £3,632.

ew ou i a es you issued 2,600,000, and redeemed 698,000, leaving due to the public £2,381, 
ot, taking the whole of the colonies, you owe to the public £19,325 on a paid-up capital of £2,500 ?—
■Pto e so> but on the oOth June the liabilities of this company were summed up in the total of
to £12 052S’l3 s '’7ad We ^ aSS6*S rePresentiug goods, £8,035, which were equal in their redemption value

4788. B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies.—You have taken the coupons at cost, and you must keep the 
goods at cost?— Then take goods, at £8,035; fixtures, £980; book debts, £3,101; cash, £511; and 

eposi s, . Om assets on the 30th of June exceeded our liabilities. Therefore, I  say, the company 
xs as in. a perfectly solvent condition on the 30th of June. That first year had borne all the initiation 
expenses, and on October 31st the company was in a very much better position, and probably by this time 
n^v*'n^ear T 6 W *n a better position still. We estimate on next year’s business to earn a little profit, 
which we have not been able to do up to the present, because we have had to bear all-the initiation 
expenses, and we have only conducted the business for twelve months in one of the colonies.

4/89. B y  M r. D eakin . Have you taken any steps to acquaint yourself with the history of the 
movement in America or Great Britain?—No, I  have n o t; but I  can say that Sperry and Hutchinson 
were really the inventors of the scheme, and they have been running it in the United States for a 
considerable period. I think in about 30 states they are running their business to-day, and have been 
running it for years past. I think in three states they started to run the business, and were not allowed 
to do so—why, I  do not know.

4790. In  how many states has legislation been passed prohibiting them or anyone else from carrying 
on the business ?—In one.

4791. Have you acquainted yourself at all with the figures as to the percentage of unpresented 
coupons in any of those states ?—No.

4792. Have you acquainted yourselves with the figures of the unpresented coupons in the English 
experience ?—No.

4793. I f  the United States experience is, that in many states not more than 50 per cent, of the 
coupons are presented, will that affect your estimate of 95 per cent. ?—Not one iota.

4794. How do circumstances in Australia differ from circumstances iu the States ?—We run our 
business in such a way that the public consider it worth their while to collect and present the coupons. 
I  know nothing about the States ; but our company started their business with the intention of giving 
the public good value, and it is on that account that there is such a demand for their coupons to-day.

4795. That is all theory on your part. You say you have taken no steps to make yourself 
acquainted with the experience elsewhere. I t  is merely a theoretical opinion?—I  say we are not governed 
by anything they do in America.

4796. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—Do you say that the information that has been published here is 
old ?—I  say that certain of the publications that are being quoted agaiust us are antiquated.

4797. This B u lle tin  o f  Pharm acy  is dated October, 1899, and it states—11 In the 1897—8 sessions 
of the Legislatures, State laws absolutely prohibiting their use were passed in Virginia, Maryland, Massa­
chusetts, and Vermont. During the last year similar laws were passed in Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
Maine, and possibly also in two or three other states, before whose Legislatures Bills were pending at one 
time.” Do you know anything of that ?—No. I  know that legislation in one particular state did occur 
sometime ago.

4798. You are not in a position to deny the accuracy of the statement ?—No.
4799. I t  goes on to say—“ In Philadelphia and several other large cities local ordinances have

effectually rid the merchants of the nuisance ” ?—I was only aware of one. I  did see in the A g e  the 
ether day a paragraph, but I  know nothing about it myself.

4800. B y  the Horn D. H am .—Where was that company carried on that failed to carry on its
liabilities?—In  Manchester, England. >

4802, Have you known of your own knowledge that any of the .American companies have failed to 
meet their coupons ?—I  have no knowledge of any company failing in America. There was an extract 
from some newspaper published in Manchester, which was published here in-the Grocers’ Association 
Gazette of Ballarat. The Grocers’ Association are our opponents, and they made a point of taking this 
cutting out of a Manchester paper oE some eighteen months ago, and publishing it as fresh matter in their 
iournal—of course with the object of injuring our company. Dealing with the matter of outstanding 
liabilities, we do not expect to redeem the coupons for a considerable time after they are issued, and
that accounts to a great extent for the number in the hands of the public at the present time
but the coupons being redeemed at the present time are quite equal to the number that were issued about 
four months ago, and from past experience we estimate that it takes about that time for the coupons to be 
returned to us in complete books, or lialf-books containing 495 coupons. A great deal has been said about 
the company's position in regard to monopolies, and the word boycott has been used, and several other 
expressions7 I th a s  been said'that we boycott one man as against another, but the Committee must take 
this fact into consideration, that it costs a man a considerable amount of money to create a demand for the 
coupons, and immediately that demand is created the man's neighbour comes to us and expects to share m 
the profits of the trade or the increase of trade which has been brought about m that way. Our members 
spend their money in making the demand for the coupons, and they say to us in the first place e will
p-ive out your coupons, and accept your services, providing you do not supply our next door neighbour with 
the coupons ; you understand we employ you, and pay you for your services on those conditions. We



accept these conditions, but there is nothing to prevent the man next door, who does not get our coupons, 
giving a cash discount or some other company’s coupons. I t  is not fair, however, after the demand has 
been established that that man should come in and reap the benefits of the trade that his neighbour has 
spent money in establishing. T hat man has put that money out of his own pocket as an advertising 
scheme, and he expects to reap any benefits that may accrue from spending that money. A  great deal has 
been said to the Committee by witnesses who have been brought forward by the opposition in regard to the 
value that we give in exchange for the coupons. But as against that our own members who are in 
constant touch with their customers, the collectors of coupons, have given in evidence the fact that their 
customers always express themselves satisfied with the value we give. I, as manager of the company, 
have always given instructions in the show-rooms that our goods must be marked at coupon values quite 
as low as the same goods would be offered for at retail prices outside. G-oing outside the evidence alto­
gether, I  may say that the Committee did, I  have no doubt, stop our evidence from being called from want 
of time, but we had intended to produce to the Committee witnesses to give evidence as to the value of 
goods they have actually received. The public are the people who redeem the coupons, the tradesmen 
only give them out, and we have not produced one witness from the public.

4802. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—How can the public know anything about the value of these 
articles?—Ju s t as much as if they go down the street and buy these articles.

4803. We know the public are no judges ?-^-They may be no judges of the intrinsic value of the 
particular article, but they know the prices that are charged. I t  will be generally admitted that the proper 
way to judge values is by comparing them with the ordinary values of things that are offered outside. Iu  
the matter of kerosene, sugar, and the cut lines of groceries, there is an understanding between the grocers 
and ourselves that we do not ask them to give coupons on goods which do not give a profit. In  the 
majority of cases they do not give coupons on sugar, kerosene, bread, or other cut lines.

4804. The evidence does not support that statement fully ?—We did not try to get it in the evidence.
4805. B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies.— Is it not part of your agreement that they are to give coupons in 

every case, and, if they do not do so, the customer is to ask for them ?—Yes, but it is not customary to 
give them on sugar, kerosene, and lines of that description which do not carry a profit. There is evidence 
both ways ; some people give them with those goods, because they think it is throwing a sprat to catch a 
mackerel.

The ivitness w ithdrew .

Joseph D. Bailey, further examined.
4806. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—You were to produce the invoices in connexion with the goods- 

on exhibit ?— Yes. Taking the pickle jars, which were valued by one witness at 60s. a dozen, this is the 
invoice for them — \lian d in g  in  the same~\.

4807. Is there a trade discount ?—Only the cash discount, of 2 \  per cent.
4808. The invoice is 6s. 6d. W hat do you sell that pickle jar for ?—In  Melbourne wo redeem it for 

395 coupons, and in Ballarat for half a book.
4809. B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies.— W hat bowl did you give with the pickle jar ?— T hat would be a 

glass bowl of some kind. We produce this other pickle jar as being purchased in Ballarat last week for 
10s. 6d. This ruby sweet I  cannot find an invoice for ; it has not been purchased for nine or ton months.

4810. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.—Did you buy it?— Yes.
4811. And you do not know what you gave for it ?— I can only form an estimate. I  valued it last 

week at 6s. ; the other one was bought in Ballarat for 12s. 6d.
4812. B y  the ITon. J. M. D avies.— At the time it was stated that that was redeemed by the Coupon 

Company at 12s. 6d. in Ballarat there was a doubt thrown upon it b}' the cross-examination, as to whether 
it had not. been redeemed for a less sum—do you know whether that was so ?— I cannot say ; but I  should 
say it was redeemed for less than half a book certainly. The next is exhibit No. 26 (stock number, 5961), 
a double ruby sw ee t; we redeemed that for half a book, the invoice value is 7s. The next is a ruby butter 
dish, the invoice price is 6s. 3d., it is redeemed for 395 coupons. The next is exhibit No. 1, a c ru e t; it is- 
redeemed for 395 coupons—the other was bought for 12s. 6d. in Ballarat. The next is a cruet invoiced at
78s. per dozen, and it is redeemed for 445 coupons. This fac-simile of it was bought in Ballarat for 15s.,.
this other cruet was invoiced at 7s. 6d. and redeemed for half a book.

The witness withdrew.

Percy M. Scott, further examined.
4813. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an —  I  do not see Mr. Thomas’s name in this list of shareholders th a t 

you have produced ?— He has signed it.
4814. B y  M r. D eakin .— Do you know any of these gentlemen in this list ?— I  know them slightly.
4815. Are they employes of the company ?—None of them.
4816. Have they no connexion with the company ?— Only as shareholders.
4817. Who is the solicitor for the company in Sydney ?—Mr. Gr. W. Ashe.
4818. He has some connexion with the company ?— Only a very small share,
4819. Who is Mr. Goddard ?— He is an accountant.
4820. In  whose employment ?—Not in any one’s as far as I  know ; he is not practising now.
4821. Do you know Mr. or Miss Stewart ?—No.
4822. Are the shares all fully paid up ?— Yes.
4823. B y  the Hon. J . M . D avies.— All the 7,500 shares issued in payment of goodwill have found

their way to Mr. Goddard ?—Yes.
4824. You do not know whether he purchased them or holds them as trustee for the vendor ?— No,. 

J  do not know anything about it.
4825. They are evidently the same shares ?— Yes.

The witness w ithdrew .
A d jo u rn ed  to to-m orrow , a t h a lf-p a s t T w o o’clock.



V I C T O R I A .

MELBOURNE TRAMWAY AND OMNIBUS COMPANY’S ACT 
1883 FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL.

PETITION.
“ A B ill to further amend ‘ The Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's

A ct 1883. ’ ”

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  of  V i c t o r i a

i n  P a r l i a m e n t  a s s e m b l e d .

The Petition of The Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company Limited,
H u m b l y  s h e w e t h  :

1. That your Petitioner is a Company which was duly incorporated and registered under The 
Companies A c t 1864, on the eleventh day of September, One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, 
and which carries on its business in the city of Melbourne and the suburbs thereof.

2. That your Petitioner is the lessee of the tramways which have been constructed in the said city 
and suburbs by the Melbourne Tramway Trust, pursuant to Act No. 765 and Acts extending and amending 
the same, and upwards of sixteen years of the term of lease have still to run.

3. That the Act No. 765 was introduced into and carried through Parliament as a private measure 
by, and at the expense of, your Petitioner.

4. That while the said Act was as a Bill before a Select Committee of Parliament the same was 
opposed by the municipal councils of the said city and suburbs, and by persons in the interests of the 
employes of your Petitioner, with the result that an agreement between your Petitioner and such munici­
palities and persons was come to, and was approved by Parliament, which is set out in the Fourth 
Schedule to the said Act, and in section 62 thereof.

5. That your Petitioner entered into such agreement and into the leases referred to therein believing 
that the provisions thereof would not be altered during the term of the said leases, and has spent very large 
sums of money on the faith of such agreement not being altered to its disadvantage.

6. That a Bill has been introduced into your honorable House to amend the said Act No. 765 by 
repealing section 62 thereof and substituting provisions of a nature which, if passed into law, will entail 
on your Petitioner an additional annual expenditure of upwards of Twenty-seven thousand pounds, or 
Four hundred and thirty-two thousand pounds for the remainder of the leases, and will seriously interfere 
with the proper working of your Petitioner’s business.

7. That under the agreement set out in Act No. 765 your Petitioner has to bear the whole cost of 
constructing and maintaining the tramway lines, and to hand over the same to the Ur am way Trust at the 
end of the feases in good working order. Your Petitioner has also to pay the interest on the construction 
capital, amounting to Seventy-four thousand two hundred and fifty pounds a year, as well as to provide a 
sinking fund to repay the moneys borrowed for the construction of the tramways, amounting to One million
six hundred and fifty thousand pounds. . . .

8. That your Petitioner is informed that the said Bill is sought to be justified on the ground that 
it is only declaratory of the actual agreement which Parliament intended to pass, but your Petitioner 
respectfully protests and asserts not only that the facts are quite otherwise, but that the Bill is an unwarrant­
able interference with its statutory agreement, and seeks to impose on it heavy obligations without giving
compensation or equivalent of any kind therefor. . . .

9. That for fourteen years your Petitioner has carried on its business in accordance with section 62 
of the Act No. 765 without any allegation having been made prior to 1899 that that Act did not truly
express the intention of Parliament. ... , ,, • i -o-n a

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your honorable House will not pass the said Bill, and
will at'least refer the same to a Select Committee to take the evidence which your Petitioner can adduce
in opposition thereto.

And your Petitioner will ever pray.
The Common Seal of the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company 

Limited was hereunto affixed this first day of February, One 
thousand nine hundred, in the presence of

F. B. CLAPP, I Directors
J . M. PRA TT, j
W. Gr. SPRIGG-, Secretary.

O r d e r e d  to he p r i n t e d ,  1st  F e b r u a r y , 1900.

E  1.—[6d.]—1351.
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