
SEARCHING HANSARD 
 
 
Type the word or phrase you wish to  
search in the “Debate text” box here. 

You can search for 
speeches containing all your 

search terms (AND) or for 

speeches containing any 
search terms (OR). 

 
 

 
 
 

You can search under a number of “Parliamentary Activities”.  For a 
more detailed explanation of these different “parliamentary activities”, see 
the Search help page (the link is located at the bottom of the search screen). 



 
To search the entire Hansard database from 1991* to the present, use the 
search area located in the central panel of this screen. To do a search, select 
from one or more of the categories in this search screen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You can search for speeches by    former MPs plus other 
MPs currently in the Victorian  OR  important persons who  
Parliament.       spoken in the Parliament. 
 
 
Use these up/down arrows to move through the name lists.  If you want to go 
quickly to surnames beginning with a letter, type the letter and hit Enter. 
To select multiple names, hold Control key down while clicking on the names. 
     
 

Hansards prior to 1991 are available at the State Library of Victoria  
www.slv.vic.gov.au 



 
 
Searching dates is as easy as … 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Select the year, month & day from these three boxes. 
 
Scroll down the year box and you'll see that you can also search under 
parliamentary terms (for example, the 52nd and 53rd parliaments constitute 
the years in which the government of Premier Jeff Kennett was in power 
between 1992 - 1997). 



 
 
 
To activate your search,  
hit this “Search” key. 
 

To clear all your search 
selections, hit this "Clear" key 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want to search the     If you want to search 
Legislative Assembly   OR  Legislative Council 
(Lower House) only, enter a    (Upper House) only, enter 
tick in this box.       a tick here in this box. 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY DISPLAYS 
 
Select titles from this column if you  
want to view an entire speech. 

Select pages from this 
column if you want to view the 
individual Hansard pages 
containing your search terms. 

 
 

 
 
Tick these boxes for items you  
wish to view together in a single      Selected items are displayed 
screen. This will assist when      in reverse chronological order, 
printing your results.       with the most recent at the top. 
   



        Hansard full text views look like this … 
 

 
 
From these pages you can select  
one MPs speech and extract this   
into a new browser screen, making     So what you get is just the 
it ideal for printing just that    section you want… 
MP’s contribution.       

.  



Hitting the “First Match” key takes you  
to the first occurrence of the term you  
searched under. 
 

This can be useful, 
especially when you have a 
long screen to read 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Move through to the next occurrence of the  
search term by simply clicking on each word. 
 

 



 
 
Single page views can be selected at any stage  
by selecting these blue page numbers  
 
 

You can easily return to the 
search screen to do a new search 
at any stage by selecting  
“New Search” here. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Warning messages like this mean you should go back and refine your 
search.  The terms you have searched under have exceeded the query limit. 
 

 

 
 
 

Try refining your search by selecting a particular year or perhaps either 
Legislative Assembly or Council only.  

 


