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Dear Mr Willis

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SELECT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LAND
DEVELOPMENT - PUBLIC HEARING QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

I refer to your letter of 7 December 2007 and provide the following responses to questions taken
on notice by Ms Genevieve Overell and 1 representing the Department of Planning and
Community Development at the Select Committee Hearing into Public Land Development on
27 November 2007.

1. Will you make available to the Committee, the deliberations, decisions and minutes of
those committees which met around the fringe of the city and examined the various
boundaries of the green wedges, regarding the process of decision making behind the
green wedges? (page 6 of the transcript):

It appears that the Committee is referring to Smart Growth Committees. These were
established to recommend to Government a preferred direction and sequence of growth in
the five growth areas. The Smart Growth Committees did not examine the boundaries of the
green wedges. There are therefore no written deliberations, decisions or minutes on
decisions behind the boundaries of green wedges.

Green wedge areas were set aside more than 30 years ago. Some green wedge areas have a
long history of State government recognition, attention and intervention due to their innate
qualities, for example, the Mornington Peninsula, Yarra Valley, Dandenong Ranges and
Western Port.

Other green wedge areas were recognised as important, but their protection resulted from
policies and planning scheme provisions developed through a series of decisions (traced
back to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works as planning authority).
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