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Dear Mr Willis

Inquiry into Sale and Development of Public and Open Space

Please find attached a submission into the above inquiry by the Landscape Committee
of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria). If you require any further information or
a contact point, please call me on 96569823 or by email on
wendy.dwdyer@nattrust.com.au.

Yours sincerely
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Wendy Dwyer
Conservation Officer

“Advice and opinions expressed by Trust members and staff are proffered in good faith but on the basis that no legal liability is accepted by the Trust or the individual concerned.”



NATIONAL TRUST of Australia (Victoria)

Submission

Inquiry into the Sale and Development of Public
Land and Open Space

From the Landscape Committee, National Trust of Australia
(Victoria)

Terms of Reference
* The sale or alienation of public land for development
* The sale or alienation of public open space for the purpose of private
development
* The sale or alienation of public land for development and the relationship to
the Victorian Government’s Melbourne 2030 policy and Green Wedges

Introduction

It is National Trust policy that provision of opportunities for open space recreation, whether
in the form of urban open spaces or access to wilderness areas or national parks, is an
important consideration in the development of urban and regional strategies and supporting
statutory planning schemes. Consequently a proposal to sell or alienate public land or public
open space for any sort of development is of concern to the National Trust.

Public open space provides not only for recreation but also for the protection of significant
habitat and for landscape conservation. The protection of parks by means of open space
reservations in planning schemes is endorsed. The National Trust supports the open space
policies outlined in Direction 5 in the Melbourne 2030 strategy'. The inclusion of the entire
metropolitan and regional open space network in long-term public ownership and
management is essential.

Historically open space was seen as an important part of Melbourne from the 1830s and 40s
when Robert Hoddle and Charles La Trobe encouraged large parks around the developing
city. A series of subsequent plans updated the vision although many of the proposals for
expansive parkland did not materialise because of inadequate resources and/or lack of
political support. (See Appendix1for background information.)

Today the benefits of open space are considerable and have been well documented. These
include

* Making a major contribution to the liveability of Melbourne and regional centres.

* Conserving natural, cultural and landscape values, providing wildlife corridors and
combating greenhouse gas emissions.

*  Contributing to improved health and wellbeing, and social interaction.

' Department of Infrastructure "Melbourne 2030 Planning for Sustainable Growth" October
2002 - Policies 5.6 and 5.7 Page 103ff..






