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WHAT'S ON T U S
GENERAL INFO
CARNIVAL INFO U
RACECOURSES mmer Classics Review Our Mission
NEWSDESK O "‘E‘c be a Q rd per‘dem club recognised nationally and internationally for its Clas
& 03 G Rent o and delivery of quality thoroughbred racing and wagering products.” "Gz
MEMEBERSHIP ) )
RACEDAY DINING The Melbourne Racing Club conducts 65 racemeetings annually across its two racing
centres - Caulfield and Sandown - a fixture allocation that accounts for almost 50% of all
SPONSORSHIP metropolitan racing in Melbourne. T
TABARETS =
FUNCTION CENTRE Approximately 1,000 staff are employed by the Club, peaking to about 1,300 during the
MERCHANDISE Spring Carnival. Those employees are stationed in a number of key operational areas -
Administration/Executives, Catering, Groundstaff (Caulfield and Sandown
COMPETITION _Racecourses), the Club's two Tabarets (Caulfield Racecourse Tabaret and Highways .
FHOTO GALLERY "Tabaret at Sandown) and Raceday Casuals. o

Today's diverse and professional organisation is a far cry from the fledgling outfit that
began its life as the Victoria Amateur Turf Club more than 125 years ago.

The first chapter of the VATC story was written in 1875 - at 7pm on Wednesday October
13 to be precise - when six thoroughbred enthusiasts assembled at Craig's Hotel in the
township of Ballarat, situated just over 100 kilometres west of Melbourne.

The purpose of the meeting - involving Ballarat Turf Club Secretary E.C. Moore, Norman
Wilson, his brother Hector, Herbert Power, A.E. Ffrench and F.D. McLeod - was to
discuss the idea of establishing a racing club to provide opportunities for the swelling
number of amateur riders who were keen for competition.

E.C. Moore and Norman Wilson had corresponded regularly by letter during 1875 and

ffhﬂ?ésm - the duo were driving force behind the formation of the new Club. The latter was a
Ca:ton Draught prominent 26-year-old landowner, a prototype of what many saw as all that was best (or
Caulfield Cup worst) in the character and pursuits of the squatters, a class who occupied large tracts

of land in rural Victoria.

When the convivial gathering at Craig's Hotel concluded eight hours after its ;‘-;ﬁ
commencement the previous evening, those founding fathers had agreed on the -
framework for the establishment of the Victoria Amateur Turf Club.

E.C. Moore was made the Club's first Secretary and the inaugural subscription for
foundation Members was set at the considerable sum of 25 pounds, a figure
subsequently reduced to ten pounds in 1876 and five pounds the following year as
Membership numbers increased.

Ballarat's Dowling Forest Racecourse was the location for the first VATC racemeeting
on Friday, March 24th 1876 - a programme that featured six events, five of which were
over obstacles.

Buoyed by the success of the meeting, the VATC searched for a permanent Melbourne-
based home and quickly focussed its attention on the site at Caulfield where, back in
1859, a track had been crudely fashioned from the heath, sandhills and snake-infested
swamps.
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