21 September 2007

Legislative Council Select Committee on Public Land Development,
Parliament of Victoria,

Spring Street,

MELBOURNE. 3002.

Attention: The Secretary,
Mr Richard Willis.
Dear Sir,

re: Inquiry into the Sale and Development of Public Land and Open Space.

As a member of the Wantirna Heights Community Group (the Group) I am most concerned that
public lands in Victoria, and in particular in the City of Knox and surrounding areas, have been
diminishing over recent years.

The past eight years have seen a substantial growth of community groups. The Group has been
battling throughout that period to have 7,671 m?of public land at Lot 1/#54 Kingloch Parade,
Wantirna (Kingloch) - formerly a portion of a school site, and now owned by the Department of
Human Services (DHS) - to be rezoned as Public Open Space. It has been used by the community
for approximately 30 years as open space.

SUMMARY

Correspondence from the Knox Council (the Council) clearly illustrates the council’s agenda having
been set about eight years ago to reduce the areas of open space in the Collier Ward (Collier).

The Council have totally disregarded the overwhelming requests of the Kingloch community (the
Community) to acquire Kingloch, although the Community is already chronically short of open
space.

Also in Collier is the 26,646 m? Baudelaire Reserve (Baudelaire) which will be lost to the
community for its use as public open space.

Further, the rationale of the Council's agenda is to maximise the Council's revenue through:

1. the sale of cost-incurring open space; and
P the rates derived from housing developments thereon.

The Council, as a Responsible Authority, should have the community's best interests as its prime
objective.






