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20 September 2007

Mr Richard Willis

Secretary

Select Committee on Public Land Development
Parliament House

EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

Dear Mr Willis
Re: Inquiry into the Sale and Development of Public Land and Open Space
Thank you for your letter of 7 June 2007, inviting submissions in regard to the above inquiry.

Council appreciates that it has little involvement in regard to decisions at the Federal and
State level to sell public land that is no longer required for public use by these levels of
Government.

However, before such land is sold for private development, it would be preferable for State
and Federal Governments to contact Local Government in regard to possible need for the
land for community use at the “local” level. Should the local Council be able to clearly
demonstrate a need for the land, the land should be transferred to the local Council at
minimal cost. Market value should not apply to such transfers as at present, as the local
Council would be responsible for all costs of developing and maintaining the community
facility to be developed on the land.

In instances where there is no requirement for the land at the “local” level, Federal and State
Governments should follow adequate public consultation on sale of land for private
development and should respect local planning scheme provisions on future use of the land
in their marketing strategies.

Development of State Government Crown Land, under the control of a local Council as
Committee of Management, is a matter that requires consideration.

We are of the view that the State Government exercises too much control over such lands.
The lands are reserved for a particular purpose and use and development must be
consistent with the reservation. Councils are responsible for the costs of development and
maintenance of such lands, yet the State Government exercises considerable control over
development/occupancy arrangements etc.







