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Mr Richard Willis

The Secretary
Select Committee on Public Land Development
Legislative Council
Parliament of Victoria

Spring Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear Sir

INQUIRY INTO THE SALE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC LAND
AND OPEN SPACE

The City of Whitehorse is pleased to have the opportunity to make a submission to
the Select Committee of the Legislative Council inquiring into matters relating to
the Sale and Development of Public Land and Open Space.

Council understands that the inquiry will investigate the following matters:
• The sale or alienation of public land for development;
• The sale or alienation of public open space for the purposes of private

development; and
• The sale or alienation of public land for development and the relationship to

the Victorian Government's Melbourne 2030 policy and Green Wedges.

What is public landlpublic open space?
The Draft Whitehorse Open Space Strategy (March 2007) defines open space as
publicly owned land that currently or in the future has potential to be set aside
primarily for recreation and or nature conservation purposes. There are a range of
categories for this land including:
• public land owned and managed by Council;
• public land owned by other government agencies and managed by Council;
• public land owned and managed by other State government agencies which is

currently zoned open space; and
• public land owned and managed by Melbourne Water which is reserved for

water supply, drainage and flood management purposes and is therefore
unlikely to be sold for other purposes.

It is the public land owned by State government and other public agencies that the
City of Whitehorse believes is the primary focus of the inquiry being conducted by
the Select Committee. The ownership of such land is principally the State
Government, its various Departments or one of its many agencies, examples
Vicroads, Melbourne Water, etc.

The current process for selling government owned land.
The only centralised policy readily available relating to the disposal of State
Government/Crown Land is the "Policy and Instructions for the purchase,
compulsory acquisition and sale of land" published by the Government Land
Monitor in August 2000. Council acknowledges that there are many legislative
provisions covering such matters.




