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Submission to Select Committee on Public Land Development - Urgent.

We appreciate the opportunity to make our submission on behalf of PARKS
(Preservation of open space, Alternative site, Review Council process, Keeping
Council transparent and accountable, Supporting other elements of the NCSP). It
relates to the sale or alienation of public open space for the purpose of private
development.

INTRODUCTION

The people of Epsom and the surrounding area of Bendigo are about to lose
something precious- OPEN SPACE - to private development. Open Space is
something we are not making more of but rather losing everyday. This peaceful
public space with its lovely native trees, abundant bird life and fresh air is so
important for the children, the senior citizens, the many residents who are moving out
this way to make their homes and all residents of Bendigo that will never get to enjoy
the ambiance of this lovely spot that belongs to the people.

This recreation reserve has so much potential. Although neglected by the council for
some years it has so much to offer the families of this area. Open space is gradually
being eroded away as a result of the influence of developers and financial gain.
Saving open space is made more important by the size of house blocks becoming
smaller with little if any backyard for children to play. We need to save pockets of
open space for the earth to breathe .Where do the children play when the open
space is gone?

Our vision, and that of hundreds of residents out in this area, is for this reserve to be
redeveloped as a community centre and open space for passive recreation. We
would hope it can remain the hub of the township of Epsom and be managed by the
community to give them a feeling of ownership and a sense of connectivity. A place
where people can walk their dog, play with the children and have a bbq. It is not just
a park but a very rare, safe open space where children can run free, see birds, trees,
caterpillars and beetles and interact with their environment so important in the
growing years. We see a multipurpose building for the use of the people. Three years
ago our public hall, the home of the girl guides, was sold off by the council and
disposed of, now the girl guides have to meet in a school classroom.

We have read so many reports on the benefits of open space and on the benefits of
a strong community and on the importance of children being active and connected to
their neighbourhood and their environment. This open space that is public land,
offers all these benefits to all residents and we are about to lose it as the council
prepare to sell it off for short term financial gain.

And what is it to be replaced by? A supermarket, a petrol station and a car park and
all the associated hazards that go with it!






