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INTRODUCTION

My submission is made on behalf of the "Friends of the Bellarine Hills" Portarlington, of
which I am a member. It relates to the sale or alienation of public land for development
and the sale or alienation of public space for the purposes of private development. The
land I refer to is the foreshore ofPortarlington largely under the control of"Bellarine
Bayside" who come under the aegis of the Department of Sustainability and
Environment.

On the land within the red lines (see attached document from Parks Victoria) there are
some public buildings controlled by the City of Greater Geelong. Among these are a
Kindergarten, a Band Rotunda, a Senior Citizens Clubroom, a C.F.A. station and a small
Scout premise. There are two cafes with street frontage in the area and a hall belonging
to Bellarine Bayside. Apart from these public non-commercial buildings the space
between the sea and the main street (Newcomb Street) is open to the general public for
picnics, strolling and general low key scenic enjoyment with an uninterrupted view of the
bay, the pier and Portarlington's small harbour, which open space is under the control of
Parks Victoria.

THE PROCESS
As can be seen in the attached document from Parks Victoria, this organization in
2002-2003 codified earlier plans to redevelop the pier and harbour of Portarlington under
the Victorian Coastal Strategy process chaired by Diane lames, partner of the current
head of Parks Victoria, Mark Stone. Mr. Stone held this post during the Kennett
government and is remembered for his efforts to push through commercial development
at Wilson's Promontory.
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