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Dear Mr Willis,

Inquiry into the Sale and Developme~t ~f P}l~lic land and Open Space~ ~ '" :.:

Moira Shire Council is pleased to have the opportunity to make a submission to the
all-party Select Committee of the Legislative Council undertaking this significant
Inquiry.

It appears that a number of the issues likely to be addressed by the Inquiry may
have little impact on rural Local Government, nevertheless, the terms of reference
are sufficiently broad to provide for the consideration of issues such as the transfer
of public lands or public open space to Local Government and Council wishes to
make a submission in relation to this matter.

At its meeting on 20 August 2007, Council resolved to submit the following proposal
to the Inquiry:

When it is proposed that State Government owned land be transferred to
local government for an agreed continuing community benefit, then the
practice of full market value being charged for the land should cease
and the land should be transferred on a no cost basis.

The following comments are made in support of this proposal.

Local Government has a long history of using and managing reserved crown lands,
usually for recreation purposes and usually under an arrangement where Council is
appointed as committee of management over the land. Under these circumstances,
the land remains in the ownership of the crown.
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