
SUBMISSION
to

THE INQUIRY OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL OF THE VICTORIAN PARLIAMENT

into
THE SALE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC LAND AND OPEN SPACE IN
VICTORIA

by
THE ROCKLEY GARDENS PRECINCT GROUP, SOUTH YARRA

A. The Rockley Gardens Precinct Group submits that:

1. There should be no sale or alienation of public land and open space for the purposes
of private development
2. There should be no sale or alienation of public land and open space to any person,
persons, institution, institutions, whatsoever, private or public.
3. The provision of green, publicly owned land and open spaces is a major public
health issue. Such land and spaces provide for residents and those who work in any
given locality: 1. Relief from urban form.

2. Areas for passive recreation
3. Opportunities for community socialising.
4. Places for young children to run, climb, play games and develop

motor skills and socialising skills.
5. Areas for informal games for older children and adults.
6. Areas for organised sport.

They help promote good psychological and physical health.
4. In every suburb there should be green, public open space for recreation, passive and
active, within walking distance of every home and workplace.
5. In suburbs where Melbourne 2030 has markedly intensified settlement, increased
traffic, and taken away the private gardens that provided trees, space and greenery,
replacing them with apartment blocks and units ( such as Prahran, South Yarra and
Toorak) all levels of government should co-operate to acquire more public open land
and space as a matter of urgency. Developers should be asked to contribute to its
acquisition where they are erecting blocks of apartments and units.
6. Green, open space which is carefully planted can play a valuable role in absorbing
pollutants and enhancing air quality. Trees also help modify climate, particularly hot
weather. Governments and developers should play a leading role in the greening of
Melbourne's public open spaces and streets.
7.Because of the benefits to citizens of all ages, local, state and federal governments
should provide multi-purpose open spaces on land, on roof tops of new developments
and along and on waterways, such as the Yarra River.

B. Some public local parks and open spaces, their characteristics and value to
the communities of South Yarra, Toorak and Prahran.

Parks

Rockley Rd Park, South Yarra. (Intersection of Toorak and Rockley Rds).
These gardens serve a closely settled area of houses with small yards, of apartments
and units. Rockley Rd is typical of many streets in South Yarra, Prahran and Toorak,




