- CEIl VED
Mr R. Willis |
Secretary 19 JUL 2007
Select Committee on Public Land Development J

Re: Inquiry into the Sale and Development of Public Land and O Open
Space

Dear Sir,

For seven years citizens and ratepayers have been fighting for the
preservation of our Heritage Building and Public Park area in the town centre
of Kyneton.

We, the Kyneton Mechanics Institute Inc. group are one of the groups
representing the community.

The Kyneton Bowling Club have tried to annexe and move into the
Mechanics Institute Library complex, to enlarge their clubrooms and, in
particular to relocate their poker machine venue.

Last year, following a series of public meetings protesting this takeover,
attended by several hundred objectors, and producing a petition signed by
approx. 700 people we, the Kyneton Mechanics Institute group took the Shire
and Bowling Club consortium to VCAT.

The Shire, we discovered, without public consultation, had agreed to the
Bowling Club development, and promised to fund 1/3 of the development
costs, which were estimated at $4.5m. The Shire agreed to spend $1.5m of
ratepayer’s money without reference.

There are many reasons why this project was opposed and we list the
following:

1.  This was to be a ‘take-over’ of a Heritage Listed Building and Crown
Land.

2.  We believe it was democratically wrong, and morally wrong, to
alienate Crown Land, Public Garden, Children’s Playground, Public
Recreation Area, in favour of a small private sporting club to
accommodate their clubrooms and poker machine venues.






