Ph/Fax 03 5727 1372 “Silverlea”

309 Whorouly South Road
Whorouly South
Victoria 37139
14™ January 2008
Mr Richard Willis,
Secretary

Select Committee on Public Land Development,
Legislative Council,

Parliament House,

East Melbourne, Victoria 3002

Dear Sir,

Thankyou for the copy of the Committee’s First Interim Report, December 2007,
received 10" J anuary 2008. I have read transcripts and understand the difficulties of your
investigation.

In my submission Number 65, dated 21 September 2007, I wrote

“The State Government is using Local Government as an agency ; there is failure of local
councilors to adequately represent residents. Wangaratta Rural City Council virtually ignored a
6000 signature petition opposing demolition of the Wangaratta War Memorial Town Hall to be
replaced by a new performing arts centre. Residents have proposed a number of alternative sites
for the PAC which have not been considered. It is as if there is a secretive plan for development of
the Central Activity Area leaked to property developers but not explained to the public.”

Attached to this letter is copy of an article from Wangaratta Chronicle 24 December 2007 which
quotes Mr W O’Callaghan who led the campaign to try to save the Memorial Town Hall. He
explains the interference of the State Government particularly by the then Minister for Regional
Development, now Premier, John Brumby in the decision to demolish the Wangaratta War
Memorial Town Hall. Also attached is a letter published in the Wangaratta Chronicle 11" January
2008 by Bev Little, South Wangaratta, which expresses the feeling of families of ex service men
and women.

This information I believe gives background to your important inquiry. Do you have any

suggestions of action the community, which contributed generously in donation of money and
volunteer labor to this Memorial Town Hall, can take to save it from demolition ?

Yours sincerely,

Alison G Walpole,






