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SUBMISSION TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LAND HELD AT APOLLO BAY 8/11/07

Gentleman
Thank you for the opportunity to make this presentation.

My name is Edward George Stuckey, | am a retired forester, and | was employed by the
Victorian State forest service under its various names from 1959 until 1996. | have been a
visitor to Apollo Bay since 1950. In 1970 my wife and | purchased a property in Marengo and
we have resided here since 1997.

During my career | was required to investigate and make recommendations to the
department on proposals to alienate and lease parcels of Crown land.

As | can find no definition of Public Land in the committee’s terms of reference | have
assumed that it refers to unoccupied crown lands and reserves that are managed under the
Lands Act. '

It is my hope that the committee will also consider the impact of the disposal of public
property held by government departments and statutory corporations. Much of the land
assets held by these organisations were crown lands before being set aside for the special
purpose. The incorporation and sale of many of these entities has removed these lands from
the crown and has or will result in significant losses to the community.

For example the government’s sale of urban and rural school sites without consideration of
the needs of the community or the demographic changes that were taking place has resulted
in significant losses to the communities involved. The value of such lands to the community
should be carefully assessed before disposal.

It is my strongly held opinion that public land is a primary asset of the community and that it
should only be sold or leased if there are real measurable long-term benefits to the local
community and to the state.

My major concern is that the current systems used to alienate and lease public lands do not
provide adequate opportunities to the community to comment on the proposals until the
process is nearly complete and the recommendations are about to be forwarded to the
Governor in Council for approval.

In my opinion the local community should be given the opportunity to comment on all
proposals to alienate or lease crown land as soon as the application is been made.

Public access to the Government Gazette has been vastly improved by placing the gazette
on the Internet. However information on land sales or leases is still hard to find unless you
know the parish name and the allotment number and are familiar with the legal terms that are
used to define these types of transactions. The system should be designed to keep the
public informed and allow the public to find information using commonly understood terms,
such as land and sale and the locality name. Advertisements should also be placed in local
papers.

In general | support the alienation of small and odd shaped parcels of Crown lands to
rationalise public land boundaries.

| want to see far greater scrutiny by the community of any proposals to use public land for
private purposes before the land is sold or subject to a lease.






