Hersd Aeuuptce - ReT cAmPRLLL  HTAe me - - -0

Port Campbell Environment Group (PCEG) Submission to
Parliamentary Enquiry into Development of Public Land

Victoria is very fortunate that 96 % of our coast is in public ownership and held by the Minister
of the Environment and Climate Change for the benefit of all Victorians. However there is
increasing demands on coastal land because of population growth on the coast and limited
opportunities to develop land outside townships. Government policy reflected in the ‘Great Ocean
Road Regional Strategy’ and ‘Coastal Spaces’ encourages the delineation of coastal townships to
prevent a sprawl of development along our coast. While these policies are supported by many
Victorians (including the PCEG), they also result in increased economic value and therefore
further pressure on our coastal land, particularly within townships.

The PCEG appreciates that the purpose for which the land was originally reserved may change
over time and the Minister needs to be able to respond to those changed uses and/or
circumstances. It may also be deemed in the community’s interest to lease some coastal crown
land or sell land if a net community benefit can be achieved.

Community concern over some recent decisions suggests some problems in either the
decision process or communication of the decision and its rationale to the community.

When a decision is to be made regarding changed use or tenure the Department of Sustainablity
and Environment (DSE) will understandably be guided by the managers of the land. This may be
Parks Victoria, a committee of management (CoM) or a local government council. The level of
advice to the DSE - and ultimately the Minister - used to support these decisions will depend on

information supplied by these bodies, community input and the expertise and interests of
individual DSE staff.

To increase consistency in the type and level of advice provided and importantly to assist
with the community understanding of both the value of coastal crown land and the process
required to change its use or tenure, we recommend that

1. Principles supporting the value of public land be established
2. A clear process be developed that guides decisions regarding changes in use or
tenure of the land.

The process should include:
e criteria to be used to inform the decision;
a minimum level of consultation required prior to that decision; and

e access to documentation outlining assessment of the options against criteria and the
results of consultation.

The Victorian Coastal Strategy provides a hierarchy of principles to guide development on both
private and public land (VCS p 20). It recommends that coastal planning
e Provide for the protection of significant environmental features
e Ensure the sustainable use of natural coastal resources
e Undertake integrated planning and provide direction for the future
e and when the above principles have been met, facilitate suitable development on the coast
within existing modified and resilient environments where the demand for services is
evident and requires management.
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