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Apollo Bay Harbour Precinct Master Plan

On Sunday April 8", 2007 at 4.30pm in the Youth Club Hall in Apollo Bay, 167 people attended
a public meeting called to discuss the Harbour Precinct Master Plan as released by the Colac
Otway Shire. Previous indications from the community at large were that many ratepayers were
unhappy with many of the proposals advanced in the Master Plan. There was aiso a general
sense of dissatisfaction with the way in which it had been presented to the community.

Again this background, the Otway Forum called the public meeting. The general mood of the
meeting was one of disquiet and distrust of the Council's agenda in pushing the plan. Indeed,
anger was expressed over the handling of the Melbourne meeting called for non-resident
ratepayers. Participants at that meeting reported that they felt they were being bullied into
making decisions supporting the plan and that any unfavourable comments were talked down
by the Council Officer present.

This .report is an attempt to express the views of the meeting and to present, as far as is
practicable, a community view on the Harbour Precinct Master Plan.

It is important at the outset, to state that the Apollo Bay Harbour is recognized as a valuable
asset to the town. It is appreciated by both visitors and residents alike and activities such as
sailing, fishing, walking and surfing on the adjacent beaches are enjoyed. The cultural
significance of the area and its history are also important and it is noted that it is a Gazetted
Port and has attendant responsibilities as a result of that.

The community vision would be to retain the relaxed, unstructured features of the existing
harbour, with no commercial development apart from that associated with the fishing industry.
The harbour is characterized by the peaceful charm it offers as is evidenced by the numerous
photographs that are available. Similar East Coast harbour developments are not suited to
Apollo Bay and are unnecessary on this stretch of coastline. There is no significant expanse of
safe waters off the harbour, such as Port Stephens, north of Newcastle for example. Indeed the
waters are those of some of the most dangerous waters in Australia, that is, Bass Strait. There
is a minimum of 10 hours sailing between Queenscliff and Apollo Bay, with a similar time to Port
Fairy, with no safe harbours in between. Therefore very few yachts visit Apollo Bay. In fact, in
Victaria, very few travel far from their home port.

Clearly, in the event that the golf course is relocated there is scope for some development in the
precinct. The view was expressed that the released lands remain in public hands as a whole
and there was a concern that if private development occurred then, over time, more and more
land would fall to private interests. The State Government has found, for example, that the sale
of railway station land for development (e.g. Broadmeadows Station Centre) has proved a
handicap to subsequent development outcomes in the public interest.

Strongly expressed views came from both the Sailing Club and users of the boat ramp with
trailer boats. It was noted that simple improvements to control traffic and parking movements at
the boat ramp were necessary and it was noted that up to 80 boats trailers were parked near
the boat ramp on Easter Sunday (probably the busiest time of the year). There was
considerable discussion about the location of the boat ramp with a view expressed that
relocating it to the east end and immediately adjacent to the breakwater would lead to problems.
For instance there is the increased possibility of water being driven onto the breakwater.
Ultimately the meeting expressed the view that the users should be consulted. (Anecdotal
evidence suggests that while Council consulted user groups, their advice has been ignored). A
representative of the Apollo Bay Sailing Club stated that the Club had been seeking security of
tenancy for over 20 years and that the current facilities (a portable building and portable toilet)






